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Former Eagle Grove
Police Officer Accused
of Misconduct

by Amanda Rink,
Mid-America Publishing

A now former police of-
ficer with the Eagle Grove
Police Department is facing
criminal charges in Wright
County for alleged miscon-
duct while on duty. Colt Al-
len Richardson who accord-
ing to court records resides
in Webster City is 27 years
old and is accused of sending
explicit images to a minor on
December 6,2024.

The case formally began
on January 11, 2025, when
a criminal complaint was
filed. The complaint alleges
that: “Defendant did know-
ingly disseminate or exhibit
obscene material to a known
minor under the age of 18.”

An arrest warrant was is-
sued on January 13, 2025,
and served by the Wright
County Sheriff’s Office the
same day.

Richardson was released
on his own recognizance,
with a preliminary hearing

Former officer Colt
Richardson's mugshot.
(Courtesy of the Wright
County Sheriff’s Office)

scheduled for January 30.

Richardson made his initial
court appearance on January
14, 2025, where he applied
for court-appointed counsel.
His request was denied after
the court found him ineligi-
ble. He was then released on
his own recognizance, and a
preliminary hearing is sched-
uled for January 30, 2025, at
1:30 PM.

Bridge Replacement
in Belmond

Amanda Rink,
Mid America Publishing

On Monday, Wright Coun-
ty Engineer Adams Clem-
ons announced plans to re-
place the aging triple-span
timber bridge southeast of
Belmond, with construc-
tion estimated to begin this
summer. The current bridge
is a 24-foot by 57-foot tri-
ple-span timber and is to be
replaced by a 24-foot by 80-
foot triple-span continuous
concrete slab bridge.

The replacement is fi-
nanced through federal
funds, which requires coor-
dination with the JTowa DOT.
Originally scheduled for let-
ting in March, the timeline
was pushed back to June be-

fore being finalized for April,
no detour is expected. This
is just one of many projects
slated for 2025, including
a privately funded project
which was also considered
and approved.

A private drainage system
installation was discussed.
The board approved the
project after Engineer Clem-
ons shared all requirements
for the project were fulfilled,
including legal review, se-
curing notarized signatures,
and obtaining permits from
the DNR and Corps of Engi-
neers. The drainage tile will
reach ten feet underground
at the intersection of Emmett
and 110th Street in Boone
Township.

Hot Beef Sundae Dinner
Benefits California Wildfires

By Edward Lynn
Editor

The Annual Hot Beef
Sundae Supper at the Eagle
Grove Evangelical Luther-
an Church was a big suc-
cess last Saturday evening,
drawing a strong crowd and
raising significant funds for
both local and national caus-
es. Nearly every item up
for auction was sold, with
proceeds split between the
church’s benevolence fund
and the North American
Lutheran Church (NALC)
Disaster Relief

ding from the crowd.

Among the big-tick-
et auction items were
two handmade quilts that
sparked fierce  bidding
wars. An Iowa State Uni-
versity-themed quilt sold
for $275, while a Universi-
ty of ITowa Hawkeyes quilt
fetched $225. Both items
were beautifully crafted,
and hotly contested by fans
of the rival teams.

Pastor Jason Cooper ex-
pressed gratitude for the
community’s  generosity,

emphasizing the
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also led the kitchen during
the event, speaking about
the devastating California
wildfires that have burned
through Los Angeles. “But
it is nice that we can do our
part to help. That people all
over want to help.”

The supper, which offered
both dine-in and carryout
options, operated on a free-
will offering basis. Attend-
ees enjoyed hot beef sun-
daes, a mound of mashed
potatoes heaped with pulled
beef and doused in rich,
dark gravy, topped off with
a cherry tomato, and served
with a wide selection of de-
licious home baked deserts.

The highlight of the eve-
ning, however, was the
lively auction that followed
the meal. Volunteer auc-
tioneer Mike Ryerson kept
the audience entertained
with his quick wit and hu-
mor, referring to one pop-
ular category of auction
items as “a wide assortment
of potato cakes,” which he
jokingly called “Norwegian
diet food.” His comedic ap-
proach elicited plenty of
laughs and enthusiastic bid-

to the church’s
benevolence fund and half
to the NALC Disaster Re-
lief Fund to help those most
affected by the California
fires.

Once again Eagle Grove
steps up to the plate to help
those in need. And it didn't
hurt that the plate was piled
high with a mouth watering
blue plate special. And on
that cold night the attendees
left with full, warm bellies,
and hearts warmed with the
satisfaction of contributing
to meaningful causes.

Organizer Linda Spangler serves up a Hot Beef
Sundae to go! (Photos by Edward Lynn)

Local businessman Jim Christ displays a premium
wooden Cross pen up for auction, as volunteer
auctioneer Mike Ryerson calls out the bids.

The two biggest ticket items of the night, handmade ISU and Hawkeyes quilts.

Eagle Grove Scouts Embark on Educational Winter Adventure

By Edward Lynn
Editor

Eagle Grove’s Scouts BSA
troops made the most of their
Christmas break, embarking
on a memorable road trip
that combined history, ad-
venture, and camaraderie.
The three-day journey took
them to the Acuity Insurance
Flagpole in Sheboygan, the
USS Cobia (SS-245) subma-
rine in Manitowoc, and the
Dwight D. Eisenhower train
at the National Railroad Mu-
seum in Green Bay.

The scouts, led by Scout-
masters Rick Dawson and
Craig Voss, spent two nights
aboard the USS Cobia, a de-
commissioned World War II
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submarine now preserved as
a museum exhibit at the Wis-
consin Maritime Museum.
The group of 15 explored the
vessel’s cramped quarters
and even climbed into its tor-
pedo tubes.

“Our summer camp got
canceled due to flooding
in Eagle Grove, so we re-
scheduled to do something
over Christmas break,” said
Dawson. “Our pop can trail-
er uptown is where we get
our funds for our adven-
tures. The kids had so much
fun doing something over
Christmas break.”

The entire trip, costing
$3,000, was funded by re-
cycling pop cans. Which
goes to show the importance
of the can donations to the
scouts, and their dedication
to funding their own trips—
at just five cents a can, that's
a lot of work to collect, sort,
and transport $3,000.00 dol-
lars worth, or 60,000 pop
cans.

Highlights of the Trip

The group’s first stop was
the Acuity Insurance Flag-
pole in Sheboygan, known
as the tallest flagpole in the
United States. Standing at
400 feet, it features a mas-

sive 9,800 square-foot flag,
with three foot wide stars
and five foot high stripes,
which weighs 250 pounds.
At 100 feet taller than the
Statue of Liberty, it is the
tallest symbol of freedom in
the world.

The centerpiece of the
trip was their two night stay
aboard the USS Cobia, a his-
toric Gato-class submarine
that played a major combat
role in World War II. The
sub undertook a total of six
war patrols in the Pacific
theater, of which all but the
second and last were desig-
nated "successful." She sank
an estimated 16,835 tons of
shipping during the way,
and earned four battle stars.
After her time as an active
warship in WWII, she was
later placed in reserve, and
reactivated several times as a
training ship.

Of the Cobia’s six war pa-
trols, the first, third, fourth,
and fifth were designated
as "successful" war patrols,
for which she received four
battle stars. She was credit-
ed with having sunk a total
of 16,835 tons of shipping.
Scouts learned about the
submarine’s fascinating op-

The Eagle Grove scouts, troop leaders and
chaperones, on the gangway of the USS Cobia.
(Photo courtesy of Rick Dawson)

erational history, including
its encounters with Japanese
convoys, surviving depth
charge attacks, and the stra-
tegic importance of its mis-
sions. Now docked at the
Wisconsin Maritime Muse-
um, it offers visitors an im-
mersive glimpse into naval
warfare and life underwater
during one of history’s most
pivotal conflicts. Scouts par-
ticipated in two tours of the

submarine, learning about
life aboard a WWII subma-
rine and hearing stories of its
crew.

“The coolest thing we did
was probably being able to
look and go inside the tor-
pedo tubes," said 15 year
old scout Anna Withers. And
she added that "it was really
fun,” she said, even though
she was startled when a
guide jokingly closed her

inside, and made a banging
noise.

Her brother, Eli Withers,
14, shared his favorite mo-
ments: “Sleeping on the sub-
marine, getting two tours,
and learning about the sub-
marine, and how the Ger-
mans called them U-boats.”

See SCOUTS:
Page 2A
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Inspire Future Innovators: Volunteer to Judge at the
2025 State Science and Technology Fair of lowa

By Sydney Peterson,
Alexa Groff

AMES, Iowa — Iowa State
University Extension and
Outreach is seeking judges
for the State Science and
Technology Fair of Iowa
(https://sstfi.org/). Students
in grades 6-12 will partic-
ipate in the exhibition on
March 27-28 at Hilton Coli-
seum in Ames.

The SSTFI is held annual-
ly to celebrate the achieve-
ments and innovations of
students in science and en-
gineering. The event gives
students the opportunity
to present their original re-
search projects to judges
and compete for awards,
scholarships and trips at the
regional, state and interna-
tional levels while inspiring
and encouraging students
to pursue careers in STEM
fields.

Alexa Groff, Iowa 4-H
STEM education specialist

and SSTFI director with
ISU Extension and Out-
reach, said the expertise and
insights of judges from the
community are invaluable
in evaluating and celebrat-
ing the students’ innovative
projects.

The fair, which is Towa’s
largest STEM competition
for youth, is set to fea-
ture over 650 participants
showcasing more than a re-
cord-breaking 500 projects.

“We are thrilled to invite
professionals and experts to
serve as judges for the State
Science and Technology
Fair of Iowa,” said Groff.
“The expertise and insights
from those with a science,
medical, technology, teach-
ing, engineering or math
background are critical to
inspiring the next genera-
tion of innovators and lead-
ers. By joining us, you’ll
have the unique opportunity
to not only witness ground-

SCOUTS from page 1A

breaking projects but also
to mentor and encourage
young minds eager to make
a positive impact in our
world.”

Many students report that
the most important part of
SSTFI is the interaction
with judges. They get the
opportunity to bounce their
ideas off experts in the field.
For some, this is their first
chance to do so. Others may
have worked in connection
with a research lab or pro-
fessional scientists, but this
still allows them to pres-
ent what they have done
to someone who doesn’t
already know about their
project.

Individuals can sign up
to judge for junior or se-
nior high divisions. Judging
registration will be from
7-8 a.m. on both days, with
judges’ orientation starting
at 8 a.m. at the ISU Alumni
Center. An advanced degree

or industry experience is
preferred for judging senior
high projects. No special
training is required to be
a judge, and lunch and re-
freshments will be provid-
ed.

Judges will evaluate the
projects and provide con-
structive feedback to the
students. Organizers will
assign judges based on their
category preferences, level
of education, field of study
and professional experi-
ence.

Project categories include
biochemistry, biomedical
and health, cellular and mo-
lecular biology, microbiolo-
gy, chemistry, engineering,
mathematics, energy and
transportation, physics and
astronomy, computer sci-
ence, robotics and intelli-
gent machines, technology
integrated in the arts, and
animal, plant, food, earth
and environmental, and be-

havioral and social scienc-
es.

“With 17 project catego-
ries, judges are sure to find
a field that aligns with their
interests,” Groff said.

“It [SSTFI] is an amaz-
ing program that greatly
impacts those potential
young scientists,” said José
Gonzélez, an Iowa State
research scientist in plant
pathology, entomology and
microbiology who previ-
ously judged at SSTFI. “It’s
inspiring to see them [the
youth] being curious about
the world that surrounds
them and develop hypothe-
ses and test them.”

Toby Adjuik, an ISU De-
partment of Agronomy re-
search scientist, said he’s
glad he signed up to judge in
2024. “The students worked
hard on their projects and
presented confidently,
which is very encouraging
to see at that young age. For

most of the students, their
depth of knowledge of sci-
ence was just incredible. I
have no doubt they will all
become great scientists in
their respective fields.”

“SSTFI is not only a com-
petition but also a celebra-
tion of our students’ curiosi-
ty and ingenuity. It’s hard to
experience the excitement
of the two days and not be
inspired,” Groff said. “Your
expertise and dedication are
invaluable in fostering the
next generation of problem
solvers and leaders. Togeth-
er, we can spark a lifelong
passion for STEM.”

Those who wish to volun-
teer as a judge can sign up
online (https://form.jotform.
com/242034668607964).

For more information,
please visit the SSTFI web-
site  (https://sstfi.org/) or
contact Alexa Groff, SSTFI
director, at 515-294-8848 or
agroff@iastate.edu.

He also recounted a poi-
gnant story shared by the
tour guides about Ralph, a
19-year-old crew member
who was the Cobia’s only
casualty, emphasizing the
harsh realities faced by
submariners.

On the final day, the
scouts visited the National
Railroad Museum in Green
Bay, home to the Dwight

British A4 train is the only
one of its kind in the United
States. It was renamed the
Dwight D. Eisenhower to
honor Eisenhower's role in
World War II following the
war. Also in the Railroad
Museum's collection are
two rail cars from Eisen-
hower's actual command
train, which he used during
his time in command of

Forces in Europe. The cars
served as mobile offices
and accommodations for
Eisenhower, and his staff.

An Educational and

Fun Experience

The trip was a great ac-
tivity for the troop, blend-
ing hands-on on location
history lessons with fas-
cinating experiences. The
scouts returned to Eagle

knowledge and unforgetta-
ble memories.

For more information
about the locations the scouts
visited, check out the Wis-
consin Maritime Museum
(https://www.wisconsinmar-
itime.org/), the National
Railroad Museum (https:/
nationalrrmuseum.org/), and
the Acuity Flagpole (https://
www.acuity.com/about/flag-

D. Eisenhower train. This the Allied Expeditionary

The Eagle Grove scouts, troop leaders and
chaperones, on the deck of the USS Cobia.

Scoutmaster Rick Dawson, inside a torpedo tube
aboard the USS Cobia.

Refinery Material Handler
Ag Processing Inc (AGP) is currently looking to
hire refinery material handler workers in an entry
level capacity. This is an amazing opportunity
with growth potential at our Eagle Grove facility.
AGP offers a positive work environment.

Refinery Material Handler duties include both
indoor & outdoor work activity with a rotating
shift schedule. Candidates should have a
high school diploma or equivalent.

Don’t miss out on your chance for
advancement at AGP. Apply today by filling out
an application at our Eagle Grove main office
located at 500 North Commercial Avenue,
Eagle Grove or at AGP.com.

AG Processing Inc is an
Equal Opportunity Employer & participates in E-Verify.

Grove with newfound pole).

The USS Cobia, a US Navy submarine that saw
extensive combat in the Pacific theater during
World War ll, at anchor in Manitowoc, Wisconsin,
where it now serves as a maritime museum.
(Photos courtesy of Rick Dawson)

Steam locomotives at the National Railway Museum.

The Dwight D. Eisenhower, named after the
34th President, and Commander of Allied
Expeditionary Forces in Europe during World War
Il, is of the same type that pulled the general's
command cars during the war.

Scouts get a lesson from a tour guide in the
torpedo bay of the USS Cobia.

The Acuity Flagpole, which is the tallest flagpole
in the United States, standing 100 feet taller than
the Statue of Liberty, is the world's tallest symbol
of freedom. It flies a 9,800 square foot flag that
weighs 250 pounds, adorned with stars that are

just over three feet wide each, with each stripe

being over five feet high.

The scouts at the base of the Acuity flagpole,
which has an eleven foot diameter at the bottom,
and required 500 gallons of paint.
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Donald Trump is Sworn in as President of the United States

By Jennifer Shutt and

Shauneen Miranda

WASHINGTON — Don-
ald Trump took the presi-
dential oath of office for the
second time Monday during
an inauguration ceremony
inside the U.S. Capitol ro-
tunda.

The swearing-in marked
the culmination of a four-
year journey for Trump,
whom many Republicans
distanced themselves from
following the Jan. 6 attack
on the Capitol, but none-
theless supported during
his third campaign for the
White House. Trump’s run-
ning mate, J.D. Vance of
Ohio, was sworn in as vice
president.

“Many people thought it
was impossible for me to
stage such a historic politi-
cal comeback,” Trump said
during his inaugural address
following the swearing-in.
“But as you see today, here I
am — the American people
have spoken.”

Trump spent much of his
speech detailing the execu-
tive orders he plans to sign
later Monday addressing
immigration, energy and
more.

“With these actions we
will begin the complete
restoration of America and
the revolution of common
sense,” he said.

He pledged to declare a
national emergency at the
southern border, which drew
a standing ovation from the
audience in the rotunda. He
said all illegal entry into
the United States would be
“immediately halted” and
vowed to begin the process
of deporting “millions and
millions” of undocumented
immigrants.

“As commander in chief,
I have no higher respon-
sibility than to defend our
country from threats and
invasions, and that is exact-
ly what I am going to do,”
Trump said.

Trump defeated the Dem-
ocratic presidential nomi-
nee, former Vice President
Kamala Harris, in Novem-
ber’s general election, after
receiving 312 Electoral Col-
lege votes to her 226.

He also won the popu-
lar vote with 77.3 million
votes, 49.9%, compared to
Harris’ 75 million, 48.4%.
Harris attended the inaugu-
ral ceremony with her hus-
band, Doug Embhoff.

The inauguration was sup-
posed to take place outside

the Capitol building on the
terrace overlooking the Na-
tional Mall, but Trump an-
nounced Friday he wanted
it moved indoors amid polar
temperatures.

It was the first time since
former President Ronald
Reagan’s inauguration the
ceremony was held in the
rotunda. Looking on along
with top government offi-
cials was a trio of billion-
aires — Mark Zuckerberg
of Meta, Amazon’s Jeff
Bezos and tech entrepreneur
Elon Musk.

Some of the guests and
supporters who couldn’t fit
inside the rotunda watched
on large screens inside the
Capitol Visitor Center or
at the Capital One Arena
in downtown Washington,
D.C.

Trump later in the after-
noon was expected to re-
turn to the arena, where he
rallied with supporters on
Sunday, for the traditional
inaugural parade that was
moved inside.

‘The envy of every nation’

Trump’s first speech of the
day, in the Capitol rotunda,
focused extensively on his
vision for the country, in
which he sharply criticized
the current condition of the
United States while former
President Joe Biden lis-
tened.

“The Golden Age of
America begins right now,”
Trump said, vowing to “put
America first” during his
next four years in the White
House.

“From this day forward,
our country will flourish
and be respected again all
over the world,” he said,
noting that the United
States “will be the envy
of every nation, and we
will not allow ourselves
to be taken advantage of
any longer.”

The president, who said
he wants to be a “peace-
maker” and a ‘“unifier,”
pointed to the hostage
and ceasefire deal made
between  Israel and
Hamas last week.

Trump said he would
declare a “national en-
ergy emergency” later
Monday and reiterated
his “drill, baby, drill” ap-
proach when it comes to
oil and gas production.

He also called for an
“External Revenue Ser-
vice” that would collect
“all tariffs, duties and
revenues.”

It's a boy!

Josh and Kara Brinkman of Williams are pleased to
announce the birth of a baby boy.
Hunter Logan Brinkman was born on Jan. 12, 2025,

weighing 7 pounds, 7 ounces.

His grandparents are David and Marna Seiser of
Williams, Eddie and Cathy Doughty of Stanhope, and Rob

Brinkman of Webster City.

January 19 — Shawn Johnson East, Gymnast (33)
January 20 — Skeet Ulrich, Actor (55)

January 21 - Billy Ocean, Singer (75)

January 22 — Caitlin Clark, Athlete (23)
January 23 — Mariska Hargitay, Actress (61)
January 24 — Daveed Diggs, Rapper (43)
January 25 — Alicia Keys, Singer (44)

Trump said he would sign
an executive order to “im-
mediately stop all govern-
ment censorship and bring
back free speech to Ameri-
ca.”

He said he wants to create
a “color-blind” and “mer-
it-based” society and said
“it will henceforth be the
official policy of the Unit-
ed States government that
there are only two genders:
male and female.”

He also echoed his pledge
to take control of the Pan-
ama Canal, to rename the
Gulf of Mexico to the “Gulf
of America” as well as to re-
vert Alaska’s Mount Denali
back to “Mount McKinley.”

Back to campaign rhet-

oric

Trump bid farewell to
Biden and former first lady
Jill Biden after the rotunda
ceremony, before they de-
parted on a helicopter. The
Bidens were scheduled to
travel to California as they
began their life after the
White House.

Trump then gave a free-
wheeling, 35-minute speech
in the Capitol Visitor Cen-
ter’s Emancipation Hall,
which event organizers
used as an overflow room
to accommodate governors,
lawmakers’ spouses, the
diplomatic corps and others
who couldn’t fit inside the
rotunda.

“I just want to say you’re
a younger, far more beau-
tiful audience than I just
spoke to and I want to keep
it off the record,” he said,
later adding he gave them
the “A+ treatment.”

Trump’s second speech

was more reminiscent of his
campaign rallies than the of-
ficial speech he gave during
the rotunda ceremony. He
reiterated false claims he’s
made about his 2020 elec-
tion loss to Biden and the
Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol
that was spurred on by those
false statements.

“I was going to talk about
that. They said, ‘Please,
don’t bring that up right
now. You can bring it up to-
morrow.” I said how about
now,” Trump said. “We’re
giving you a little more in-
formation than we gave up-
stairs.”

Trump said he didn’t want
to make his first speech
“complicated,” he wanted
to make it “beautiful and
“unifying.”

“Then, when they said we
have a group of people who
are serious Trump fans, I
said ‘This is the time to tell
those stories,”” he said.

Trump also spoke at
length about border security
and immigration during his
second speech, saying it has
become a problem during
Biden’s term as president.

“I think it probably was
the number one issue for me
back in 2015,2016,” Trump
said. “This border is much
worse. We fixed the border.
It was totally fixed. There
was nothing to talk about.”

Flags at full staff

Trump signed several
documents in the Presi-
dent’s Room by the U.S.
Senate chamber Monday
afternoon, including a proc-
lamation that the U.S. flag
be flown at full staff for this
inauguration and all future

THISIWEEK!S

FloRoscopes

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, you feel loved and appreciated this week and you
would like to share those feelings with others by being sup-
portive of their needs. Focus your attention on a close friend.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, even if you do not have anything in common with
someone, you can find a way to be friends. Open a dialogue

to get the ball rolling.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21

Gemini, accept that you cannot change some things and
look for a silver lining. Soon enough you'll come out on the

other side.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, you are getting hungrier and hungrier, which makes
you determined to get ahead. Just be sure this determination
is balanced by a little reservation as well.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23

Could it be that you are in the market for some romance,
Leo? If so, make a plan for rekindling the flame with a current
partner or finding someone new who also is looking for love.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Challenges may arise in your relationship this week, Virgo.
A serious approach to the partnership is required by both side.
Work toward resolving the situation as a couple.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23

Libra, although your creative juices are flowing, some type
of roadblock pops up and restricts your path. Explore ways to

work around this obstacle.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, take a deep look at yourself this week, examining
all facets of your personality. Instead of being judgemental of
others, you may need to make some changes yourself.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, emotions are running high for you and you may
not be able to focus on what needs your attention most. If you
can't get a hold of things, try delegating some of your tasks.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20

Be careful when listening to what another has to say, Cap-
ricorn. Read their body language instead of just their words.
The two may not match up with one another.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Opportunities you may never have expected are presenting
themselves, Aquarius. Find time to process these unexpected
developments and mull the best approach.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20

Pisces, resist hurried efforts to get to a destination without
enjoying the journey. There is a lot to see along the way, so it's
best if you savor all of it while you can.

inauguration days.

Then-President Biden or-
dered U.S. flags to be flown
at half staff until Jan. 28, the
customary 30-day period, to
commemorate former Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter, who
died in December.

Last week, U.S. House
Speaker Mike Johnson of
Louisiana ordered the flags
at the U.S. Capitol to be
flown at full staff on Inau-
guration Day. Some Repub-
lican-led states followed
suit.

Senate moves on Trump

nominees

The Senate began con-
firming Trump’s Cabinet
nominees later Monday,
taking a 99-0 vote to make
former Florida Sen. Marco
Rubio the secretary of state.

Senate Majority Leader
John Thune, R-S.D., said he
plans to confirm other nom-
inees as soon as possible,
with a vote expected later
this week on John Ratcliffe
to be the next director of the
Central Intelligence Agen-
cy.
“Our priority here in the
Senate for the next few
weeks is getting President
Trump’s nominees con-
firmed, so that he has the
team that he needs in place
to deliver,” Thune said.

Senate Minority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer, a New
York Democrat, support-
ed Rubio during the floor
vote after detailing how he
and others in the party will
approach their advice and
consent responsibility for
Trump’s second term.

“We will neither rub-
ber-stamp nominees we feel

Congregate
Meal Menu:

Monday, Jan. 27
Chicken and Rice Casserole,
Whole Wheat Bread, Vegeta-
ble, Fruit
Wednesday, Jan. 29
Salisbury Steak, Mashed Po-
tatoes w/ Mushroom Gravy,
Whole Wheat Roll, Vegeta-
ble, Fruit

Friday, Jan. 31
Chef's Choice

Eagle Grove
Community School
District

-MENU-

Monday, Jan. 27
BREAKFAST:  Pancake/Sau-
sage on a stick, Hashbrown,
Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Hot Dog/Cheddar Dog,
Baked Beans, Coleslaw, Pine-
apple

Tuesday, Jan. 28
BREAKFAST: Biscuits & Gravy,
Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Burrito Bowl w/ Rice,
Black Beans, Lettuce, Cheese,
Tomato, Fruit Cup

Wednesday, Jan. 29
BREAKFAST: Breakfast Bake,
Toast, Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Chicken Alfredo Twist,
Corn, Salad, Fruit Cocktail,
Breadstick

Thursday, Jan. 30
BREAKFAST: Pancakes, Sau-
sage, Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Cheeseburger, Fries,
Peas, Cinnamon Apples

Friday, Jan. 31
BREAKFAST: Cereal, Poptart,
Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Mac Bites, Soup, Car-
rots/Celery, Apple, Cinnamon
Roll

LETTERTO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Eagle Grove Eagle welcomes the opinions of
our readers in the form of letters to the editor, as long
as the submissions are not in bad taste and refrain from
attacking individuals without supporting documentation
or a rational and legally defensible justification. In any
event the newspaper reserves the sole discretion to decide
whether or not a reader submission will be published. If
your letter is selected it will be run on a single occasion
and you agree to give us the right to publish it in print
and digital form. The Eagle Grove Eagle will not accept
letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, or otherwise
reproduced. Letters should be original, typewritten or
neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 300 words.
Letters exceeding this length could be subject to editing
and may not be published in their entirety.

The Eagle Grove Eagle does not as a general rule print
form letters or letters which are also submitted to other
newspapers. We are most interested in sincere personal
views as opposed to canned publicity releases or talking

points for an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer
cannot assure us that their submission is individual and
personal, it may be rejected.

Your Letter to the Editor must include:

- Your full name with signature

- Your complete address

- Your telephone number

Your address and telephone number will not be printed
in the newspaper, but will be used for verification by
newspaper editorial staff.

Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not
be published. The Eagle Grove Eagle reserves the right
to end debate on a topic after both sides have had ample
chance to express their views. The Eagle Grove Eagle
reserves the right to edit or refuse all letters. All columns
and letters on the opinion page are the views of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of The
Eagle Grove Eagle.

CORRECTION & RETRACTION POLICY

the correction.

The Eagle Grove Eagle | 304 W. Broadway, Eagle Grove, IA 50533 | 515-448-4745 | news@eaglegroveagle.com

The Eagle Grove Eagle strives for accurate and
complete news reporting but occasionally we get
it wrong. In cases where an error has been made
we will run a correction, clarification, retraction
or editor’s note in the next edition. Our goal in any
event is to inform readers of corrections clearly and
quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating
with the correct information.

All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the
next issue published. The correction will denote the
issue, article and incorrect information along with the
correction. Digital corrections will also be made and
an editor’s note will be added to the bottom of the
article in question noting what was inaccurate and
noting when the article was amended. If the article
was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other online
medium controlled by The Eagle Grove Eagle, a post
will be made linking to the corrected article, noting

are grossly unqualified nor
will we reflexively oppose
nominees that deserve seri-
ous consideration,” Schum-
er said.

The Senate began holding
hearings last week on sever-
al of Trump’s picks, includ-
ing hedge fund manager
Scott Bessent for Treasury
secretary, former Florida
Attorney General Pam Bon-
di to run the Justice Depart-
ment, former North Dakota
Gov. Doug Burgum for In-
terior secretary, former Fox
News commentator Pete
Hegseth to run the Penta-
gon, South Dakota Gov.
Kristi Noem for Homeland
Security secretary, former
Texas state legislator Eric
Scott Turner for Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development secretary, and
former White House budget
director Russ Vought to run
the Office of Management
and Budget once again.

Hearings are scheduled
this week for several other
nominees.

©Copyright 2025, lowa
Capital Dispatch. Published
under a Creative Commons
license. Read more at iowa-
capitaldispatch.com.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. “Loser” rocker 33. Palmer and Hepburn are two
5. Partner to relaxation 34. More than one

9. Mixing 36. Places down purposefully
11. Winged nut 38. Pitching statistic

13. Expression of blame 39. Type of sword

15. Vast ocean 41. Witnesses

16. Comedienne Gasteyer 43. Body part

17. Multiply 44. Mixes slowly

19. Meat from a pig (French) 46. Satisty
21. Related 48. Strong belief
22. Rocker Stewart 52. One’s physique (slang)
23. Surprise completely 53. More frightening
25. Loon 54. Soup cracker
26. Canister 56. Teaches
27. Large, deep-bodied fish 57. One who carries something
29. Takes forcefully 58. Actor Sean
31. Oil cartel 59. Changes

CLUES DOWN

1. Aires, city 26. Male reproductive gland
2. Coarse grass 28. Controversial beliefs

3. Type of gene 30227

4. Door handle 32. One who confines another
5. Competition 34. Bishop

6. Muslim ruler title 35. Garlands

7. Hunting expeditions 37. Bird that flies by the coast
8. Large mollusk 38. Optical device

9. Bind securely 40. Greek goddess of discord
10. Former U.S. presidential 42. Some are “Rolling”

candidate 43. Formerly (archaic)

11. 2-point plays in football 45. Thrust a knife into

12. Breezed through 47. German river

14. Type setting 49. Atomic #26

15. Felt for 50. Make a grotesque face

18. Codified rules 51. Primordial matter of the universe

20. Small dome
24. Chevrotain

55. Chinese philosophical principle

Solutions can be found on the Classified page

Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Thenyou’ll love sudoku. This mind-bend-
ing puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku
sawvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num-
bers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in each row, col-
umn and box. You can figure out the order in which the
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Level: Beginner

Solutions can be found on the Classified page

NEAT AND TIDY VWORD (S)EARCH

VOTMXAXMN>> TN =EH=-XWANAXONT<T
TH-ANUOOZHUTVCOXTXOMNA—-A<TIED>
Mr<-H<H-SO>»PCXUTOTIO>»>=E0ND
ZHUOLULMULEFME>rMCcCE2XXoMHAMOVX
HZoNossHXOXX=ZOoOOTUTU==- Mw=X
PO XRXRX<L<—-ITImMmUuvoOonNn=ZC—-uOrHw?>»
S r/4v>xmu—Ho=Z2HIxM<WNnoOOU-A
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cUZ<vTCMIUVHH>»>» -HO00UDOMUTWV
OHOMrEFIIMAZZ220D0O00VDNOO X >>
rLA-o0on>»H>»onzZ2m<NCc=Z=Z—-0>
vmEZ2mMmIrZo<smoroomuoHHHZZ
comrrrIXxNnWworwoor» - nNn<nco
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- NVHZO0OH=-OomMmmM>XMUOUVOULUMHTPr - -
roHXc==o<—-HrCcHDHOCHWLIr>
ZEMOH>»rMVIXOMXXMCOronoLr=
POrXHHHONZOX>XWVLAMmMmMmM>»XO
<=ZmMEmMo>»Z2>PT2TTD0LOLZMN0TO
HOoSTZoo<nNnXPoOXXmMmwWwo-mMmo<

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

ACTIVITY GARAGE PROCRASTINATION
CLOSETS GROUPING PURGING
CLUTTER LABELS REPURPOSE
COLLECTIBLES =~ MAINTENANCE SEQUENCING
COMMONAREA  MANAGEMENT SORTING
CONTAINERS ORGANIZING SYSTEM
DONATION PACKRAT TIDYING

FILING PERFECTIONIST VERTICAL SPACE

Monarch and Pollinator Habitat
Workshop Series to Be Held in
February and March

By Elizabeth Ripley

AMES, Iowa — Iowa
Learning Farms will host a
series of monarch and pol-
linator habitat workshops in
February and March. Farm-
ers, landowners and urban
residents are welcome to
attend these free work-
shops that include a compli-
mentary meal.

Pollinators, like farmers,
help ensure the world eats.
It is estimated that about
75% of the world’s flower-
ing plants and about 35% of
the world’s food crops de-
pend on animal pollinators.
Monarchs are ecologically
important as pollinators and
are symbolic wildlife used
by biodiversity conserva-
tion initiatives as exemplary
flagship species. The iconic
species migrates  across
U.S. borders with Cana-
da and Mexico, as well as
across dozens of U.S. states,
especially the Midwest-
ern Corn Belt and Iowa, in
search of milkweed for both
nectar resources and laying
their eggs. This workshop
will provide an opportunity

to learn more about mon-
archs and integrating pol-
linator habitat into Iowa’s
landscape.

The workshops will be
hosted by Katherine Kral-
O'Brien, Iowa State Uni-
versity assistant professor
in natural resource ecolo-
gy and management and
co-leader of the Iowa Mon-
arch Conservation Con-
sortium, and Jon Dahlem,
Towa State University post-
doctoral research associate.
Dates, times and locations
are:

e Feb. 6, 12-2 p.m., Ames
Moose Lodge 520, 644 W
190th St., Ames

e Feb. 11, 122 p.m,
Chautauqua Park Shelter
House, 401 Chautauqua

Park Dr., Storm Lake

e March 11, 12-2 p.m,,
Fairfield Arts and Con-
vention Center, 200 North
Main St., Fairfield

e March 18, 12-2 p.m,,
Coralville Public Library E.
Jean Schwab Auditorium,
1401 5th Street, Coralville

The events are free and
open to farmers, landowners

Monarch butterfly visitinga common milkweed. (Photo
courtesy of lowa Monarch Conservation Consortium.)

and urban residents, though
reservations are required to
ensure adequate space and
food. Attendees will enjoy a
complimentary meal and be
entered into a drawing for
ISU Prairie Strips honey.
For reasonable accommo-
dations and to RSVP, please

contact Liz Ripley at 515-
294-2473 or ilf@iastate.
edu. Iowa Learning Farms
field days and workshops
are supported by the USDA
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service. For more
information, visit the Iowa
Learning Farms website.

NFIB: Small Business Optimism
Surges Again, Reaches Six-Year High

Main Street uncertainty declines further as owners feel more
confident following November’s election results

DES MOINES, IA — The
NFIB (National Federation
of Independent Businesses)
Small Business Optimism
Index rose by 3.4 points
in December to 105.1, the
second consecutive month
above the 51-year average
of 98 and the highest read-
ing since October 2018.
Of the 10 Optimism Index
components, seven in-
creased, two decreased, and
one was unchanged. The
Uncertainty Index declined
12 points in December to
86.

“Optimism on  Main
Street continues to grow
with the improved eco-
nomic outlook following
the election,” said NFIB
Chief Economist Bill Dun-
kelberg. “Small business
owners feel more certain
and hopeful about the eco-
nomic agenda of the new
administration.  Expecta-
tions for economic growth,
lower inflation, and positive
business conditions have
increased in anticipation of
pro-business policies and
legislation in the new year.”

"lowa's small business
owners are especially en-
couraged by the improved
outlook for sales and eco-
nomic conditions. The re-
port's finding that 52% of
owners expect better con-
ditions ahead aligns with
what we're seeing in our
agricultural and manufac-
turing communities," said
Matt Everson, NFIB Iowa
State Director.

Key findings include:

* The net percent of own-
ers expecting the economy
to improve rose 16 points
from November to a net
52% (seasonally adjusted),
the highest since the fourth

quarter of 1983.
e The percent of small
business owners believ-

ing it is a good time to ex-
pand their business rose six
points to 20%, seasonally
adjusted. This is the high-
est reading since February
2020.

* The net percent of own-
ers expecting higher real

sales volumes rose eight
points to a net 22% (season-
ally adjusted), the highest
reading since January 2020.

* A net 6% (seasonally
adjusted) of owners plan
inventory investment in
the coming months, up five
points from November and
the highest reading since
December 2021.

e Seasonally adjusted, a
net 29% reported raising
compensation, down three
points from November and
the lowest reading since
March 2021.

* A net 1% of owners re-
ported paying a higher rate
on their most recent loan,
down four points from
November and the lowest
reading since September
2021.

* Twenty percent of own-
ers reported that inflation
was their single most im-
portant problem in operat-
ing their business (higher
input and labor costs), un-
changed from November
and leading labor quality as
the top issue by one point.

As reported in NFIB’s
monthly jobs report, a sea-
sonally adjusted 35% of
all small business owners
reported job openings they
could not fill in Decem-
ber, down one point from
November. Of the 55% of
owners hiring or trying to
hire in December, 89% re-
ported few or no qualified
applicants for the positions
they were trying to fill.

Fifty-six percent of own-
ers reported capital outlays
in the last six months, up
two points from Novem-
ber. Of those making ex-
penditures, 37% reported
spending on new equip-
ment, 24% acquired vehi-
cles, and 16% improved or
expanded facilities. Eleven
percent spent money on
new fixtures and furni-
ture and 7% acquired new
buildings or land for expan-
sion. Twenty-seven percent
(seasonally adjusted) plan
capital outlays in the next
six months, down one point
from November’s highest

reading since January 2022.

A net negative 13% of all
owners (seasonally adjust-
ed) reported higher nom-
inal sales in the past three
months, unchanged from
November. The net percent
of owners expecting high-
er real sales volumes rose
eight points to a net 22%
(seasonally adjusted), the
highest reading since Janu-
ary 2020.

The net percent of owners
reporting inventory gains
rose seven points to a net
0%, seasonally adjusted.
Not seasonally adjusted,
13% reported increases in
stocks and 14% reported
reductions.

A net negative 1% (sea-
sonally adjusted) of owners
viewed current inventory
stocks as “too low” in De-
cember, up one point from
November. A net 6% (sea-
sonally adjusted) of owners
plan inventory investment
in the coming months, up
five points from Novem-
ber and the highest reading
since December 2021.

The net percent of own-
ers raising average selling
prices was unchanged from
November at a net 24% sea-
sonally adjusted. Twenty
percent of owners reported
that inflation was their sin-
gle most important problem
in operating their business,
unchanged from November
and leading labor quality as
the top issue by one point.
Unadjusted, 11% reported
lower average selling pric-
es and 31% reported higher
average prices.

Price hikes were the most
frequent in the finance (56%
higher, 15% lower), retail
38% higher, 6% lower),
construction (30% higher,
9% lower), and transporta-
tion (30% higher, 9% low-
er) sectors. Seasonally ad-
justed, a net 28% plan price
hikes in December.

Seasonally adjusted, a
net 29% reported raising
compensation, down three
points from November and
the lowest reading since
March 2021. A seasonally

adjusted net 24% plan to
raise compensation in the
next three months, down
four points from November.

The percent of small busi-
ness owners reporting labor
quality as the single most
important problem for busi-
ness was unchanged from
November at 19%. Labor
costs reported as the single
most important problem for
business owners was also
unchanged from November
at 11%, only two points be-
low the highest reading of
13% reached in December
2021.

The frequency of reports
of positive profit trends
was a net negative 26%
(seasonally adjusted), un-
changed from November.
Among owners reporting
lower profits, 35% blamed
weaker sales, 13% cited
usual seasonal change, 12%
blamed the rise in the cost
of materials, and 11% cited
labor costs. For owners re-
porting higher profits, 51%
credited sales volumes,
22% cited usual seasonal
change, and 7% cited high-
er selling prices.

Two percent of owners
reported that all their bor-
rowing needs were not sat-
isfied. Twenty-four percent
reported all credit needs
met and 65% said they were
not interested in a loan. A
net 4% reported their last
loan was harder to get than
in previous attempts. Four
percent of owners report-
ed that financing was their
top business problem in
December, down one point
from November.

The NFIB Research
Center has  collected
Small Business Econom-
ic Trends data with quar-
terly surveys since the
fourth quarter of 1973 and
monthly surveys since
1986. Survey respondents
are randomly drawn from
NFIB’s membership. The
report is released on the
second Tuesday of each
month. This survey was
conducted in December
2024.

Send us your new address
before you move...

...S0 your subscription isn’t interrupted.
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Letter to the Editor

I read the recent article
about Dr. Jon Ahrendsen.
I have known DR “A” for
many years, having had
multiple FAA Medical
exams done by him. He
has always been extreme-
ly thorough and detailed
and has gone above and
beyond the call of duty
to assist me. Most Doc-
tors are not FAA-certified.
The Clarion area citizens

and Iowa Specialty Clin-
ic are fortunate to have
DR “A”, not only for the
excellent medical care he
provides but also for the
many things he does in the
community to help others.
Very few, if any, commu-
nities have had a person of
any profession do so many
things to help so many.

Larry Clement

Sioux Falls, SD

With the start of the 91st
Legislative Session, the
Condition of the State, Ju-
diciary and Guard are com-
pleted; the legislature is in
full swing. Bills are being
submitted and discussion
on each bill has begun.

Many in the state see a
need to address our taxes.
Both the legislators and
the Governor are looking
for economic relief for all
Iowans due to inflation
and other factors. Due to
last year’s legislation, on
January 1st, lower income
taxes were implemented in
Towa, down to 3.8%...mak-
ing Iowa the sixth lowest
income tax in America. Re-
ducing property taxes will
also be part of our discus-
sions during this legislative
session. This will not be an
easy task when property
taxes are spent by our lo-
cal governments, schools,
counties, and cities, not by
the state legislature. The
legislature cannot craft laws
that account for the needs
in every one of the dif-
ferent counties, all school
districts, and the hundreds
of cities in Iowa. The legis-
lature can lay down guide-
lines, but it is up to each
local government entity to
decide what their needs and
priorities are.

Another issue we consis-
tently hear from Iowans is
safety, including addition-
al steps to help ensure our
schools wellbeing and root
out the crimes related to il-
legal drugs.

There will be $3.4 mil-
lion in new apprenticeship
grants to help Iowa school
districts create new edu-

cation careers in Iowa. An
additional $102 million is
going to our schools raising
our K-12 funding to $3.89
billion yearly. That equates
to $7,983 per student.

There are also proposed
major changes in the incen-
tive programs to attract and
retain health care providers
in Iowa.

This year the Rural Inno-
vation Grants will focus on
independently owned gro-
cery stores and small food
producers to assist in get-
ting their products to new
markets.

Our first week back in the
capital also included a hu-
man trafficking rally in the
rotunda. The rally helped
highlight the issue, but we
know that making prog-
ress will include providing
the necessary resources to
investigate, prosecute and
care for the victims/survi-
vors. The below pictures
illustrate  the numerous
meetings I had with proac-
tive citizens who are "get-
ting in the arena." Nothing
of this magnitude is defeat-
ed by simply studying the
problem, and our meetings
demonstrated we are on the
same page. [ learned a great
deal from their perspectives
they provided and will in-
corporate much of what
I learned into upcoming
legislation. Iowa Works
of Fort Dodge have asked
me to speak during this
Slavery and Human Traf-
ficking Month on January
24,2025, at ICCC, 3 Triton
Circle at 11 am.

The next 110 days of ses-
sion will be busy as many
bills are considered.

An Ironic Inauguration

By Edward Lynn
Editor

This week, on Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day, we wit-
nessed a moment dripping
with irony. On the holiday
set aside to honor a man
who preached equality, jus-
tice, and unity, our nation
has sworn a man with a
history of preaching hatred
and division, and evading
justice, into the highest of-
fice in our land—for the
second time.

Dr. King dreamed of a
nation where character
triumphed over color. He
worked to bring people
together. He preached jus-
tice for all. Yet this week
our nation elevated a man
with a history of bigotry,
division, and cruelty back
to power.

From mocking the dis-
abled, to the Muslim travel
ban, to family separations
at the border, from praising
literal Nazi's who terrorized
the city of Charlottesville,
West Virginia, as "very fine
people,” to the disparage-
ment of Asians to deflect
from his deadly failures in
the Covid-19 pandemic,
and ultimately to the attack
on our Capitol seeking to
keep him in power on Jan-
uary 6th, 2021, our former
and now current President's
record is clear. And it stands
as the polar opposite of the
legacy of Dr. King, a man
who led peaceful protests,
and called for equality, and
for national unity.

The tragic ironies are
clear, sobering, and chill-

ing. On the same day we
celebrated a champion of
unity we also witnessed the
return to power of a man
whose leadership thrived
on division. And for good
or ill, we also witnessed
our nation peacefully re-
turn power to the same man
who previously refused to
peacefully relinquish that
same power.

And yet, even as this
is a turning point for our
nation's history, let it also
be a turning point for our
communities. For these iro-
nies can inform our reason,
and fuel our resolve. They
can show us that we need
to pull together, instead of
pushing each other away.
And they can strengthen
our determination to do so.

The man most of us in this
nation celebrate every Sun-
day said "love thy neighbor
as thyself." The man who
surrendered  power  this
week, in the great tradition
of our nation, has said "you
can't love your neighbor
only when you agree." And
the man we honor on Mar-
tin Luther King day taught
us that "hate cannot drive
out hate, only love can do
that."

So, let us set aside our
differences and begin the
hard work of understanding
one another. There is more
common ground between
us than most of us think.
And the dream of a nation
where character trumps
color, and justice trumps
injustice, is still a dream
worth dreaming.

Recapping my latest telephone town
hall with nearly 6,000 lowans

By Rep Randy
Feenstra (R-Hull)

On the evening of Wednes-
day January 15th, I hosted
my first of several telephone
town halls for 2025. Nearly
6,000 Towans joined us to
ask questions about topics
important to them and to
learn more about my work
in Congress for our fami-
lies, farmers, businesses, and
rural communities. Being
transparent and accessible
to my constituents is very
important to me, and I will
continue to advocate for
commonsense policies that
support our families and ad-
vance our shared Iowa val-
ues.

A main topic of concern
for Iowans, and for me as
well, is border security.
Fortunately, with President
Trump in the White House,
we will lock down our bor-
der, keep building the wall,
and deport illegal immi-
grants who commit crimes
against American citizens.
Under the Biden administra-
tion’s open-border policies,
terrorists, drug traffickers,
and millions of illegal im-
migrants have poured over
our southern border with no
vetting process whatsoever.
It is a crisis manufactured by
President Biden that Presi-
dent Trump and Republicans
will quickly clean up. I have
also introduced legislation
like Sarah’s Law to ensure
that any illegal immigrant
who harms or kills an Amer-
ican citizen is swiftly detain
and prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.

I also answered questions
about supporting our vet-

Randy Feenstra

erans who have selflessly
answered the call to serve
our nation and defend our
freedoms. Over the last sev-
eral years, I have voted to
help homeless veterans get
off the streets, help veterans
who are victims of financial
crimes and other fraudulent
schemes recover their stolen
benefits, and expedite the
approval process of veter-
ans’ benefits claims. I further
supported the Sergeant First
Class Heath Robinson Hon-
oring Our Promises to Ad-
dress Comprehensive Toxics
(PACT) Act to ensure that
veterans who were exposed
to toxic hazards — like burn
pits, radiation, and Agent
Orange — and later devel-
oped illnesses like cancer
receive the high-quality care
and treatment that they need,
and the Sgt. Ketchum Ru-
ral Veterans Mental Health
Act — which is now law — to
expand veteran healthcare in
rural communities by cre-
ating three new centers of
the Rural Access Network
for Growth Enhancement
(RANGE) program in rural
areas that need more resourc-

es to support veteran mental
health services. In Congress,
I will always work to ensure
that our veterans receive
the benefits and high-quali-
ty healthcare that they have
earned and deserve.

As a member of the Ways
and Means Committee —
which handles tax policy
— I had the opportunity to
answer questions about the
looming expiration of the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, bet-
ter known as the Trump Tax
Cuts. If Congress fails to re-
authorize these tax cuts, the
average taxpayer will face a
26% tax increase, our small
businesses will see a top tax
rate of 43.4%, and the stan-
dard deduction and child tax
credit will both be slashed in
half. It’s why we must extend
the Trump Tax Cuts, main-
tain the 20% tax cut for our
small businesses, and keep
the doubled standard de-
duction and more generous
child tax credit for our fam-
ilies. I also noted my strong
support for permanently
repealing the death tax that
unfairly targets our family
farms and small businesses,
and helping small businesses
offer paid family and medi-
cal leave to their employees
at a more affordable cost.
I look forward to working
with President Trump and
my colleagues on the House
Ways and Means Commit-
tee to deliver tax relief for
hardworking Americans and
lower costs for our families.

Finally, we covered the
urgent need to get the Farm
Bill passed and signed into
law as quickly as possible.
Last May, I voted for — and

the House Agriculture Com-
mittee passed — the Farm
Bill, which had ten bills
that I introduced to support
our farmers, producers, and
agricultural community.
They include provisions like
lowering the cost of crop
insurance for young and
beginning farmers, building
refrigeration  infrastructure
at home and abroad to sup-
port our agricultural exports
worldwide, helping our live-
stock producers after disas-
ters, rooting out waste and
fraud from the SNAP pro-
gram, keeping China and our
foreign enemies away from
our farmland, and equipping
our farmers with precision
agriculture technologies at
lower costs. I have also been
very vocal about preventing
and mitigating the spread of
foreign animal diseases, sup-
porting agricultural educa-
tion, and helping our produc-
ers ship their high-quality
goods across the globe. Un-
der President Trump, I am
confident that we can pass
the Farm Bill and deliver re-
lief to Rural America.

Connecting with Iowans
back home on my 36 Coun-
ty Tour or over the phone
during our telephone town
halls is a top priority for me.
If we are going to change the
way that Washington works,
we need to bring Iowa com-
mon sense and ideas directly
from our communities to our
nation’s capital. As Towa’s
voice in Congress, I will
continue to do everything in
my power to represent our
interests, support our fami-
lies, and make our country
run more like Iowa.

New Year, New Congress, Same
Dedication to Serving lowans

By Senator Joni Ernst

When I look back on 2024,
one of my highlights was
connecting with Iowans on
my River to River Tour. I
celebrated a decade of criss-
crossing Iowa from the Mis-
sissippi River to the Missou-
ri River to hold public town
halls, explore communities,
tour small businesses, Vvis-
it farms, and more in every
corner of our great state.
This year, I look forward to
hearing directly from you, so
I can bring your priorities to
the halls of the 119th Con-
gress.

In 2025, that includes fight-
ing for our farmers, slashing
government spending and
overreach, making sure ru-
ral America isn’t left behind,
supporting our small busi-
nesses, and keeping Iowans
safe at home and abroad.

Over the past year, I have
worked tirelessly on behalf
of our farmers and passed bi-
partisan legislation into law
to prevent the spread of for-
eign animal disease. I’ve also
taken action to secure access
to E15 for the summer driv-
ing months, while continu-
ing the call for permanent,
nationwide availability. This
year, I look forward to get-
ting a Farm Bill across the
finish line that delivers real

Senator Joni Ernst

results for those who feed
and fuel our world.

While Washington has
doubled down on wasteful
spending and shamefully
prioritized bureaucrats, I've
fought to cut the pork, bring
federal workers back to the
office (or sell off empty office
buildings), and make ‘em
squeal! Last year, my over-
sight forced the government
to sell over a billion dollars’
worth of unused office space
and exposed IRS agents who
owe more than $50 million
in back taxes. As founder of
the new Senate DOGE Cau-
cus, and now a member of
the Senate Homeland Securi-
ty and Governmental Affairs

Committee, I will be work-
ing with President Trump’s
Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) to cut
trillions and protect your
hard-earned taxpayer dollars.

I'm also determined to
ensure our rural communi-
ties — like the one I was born
and raised in — are not left
behind. Following years of
bipartisan work, my effort
to close the digital divide
and expand access to broad-
band across lowa passed
the Senate. After the Biden
administration fumbled its
FAFSA rollout and left farm
families out in the cold, I
successfully ushered in a law
to provide more certainty for
Iowans who rely on this tool
for financial aid. In this next
Congress, I’ll continue to put
Iowans first and ensure you
receive the opportunities and
resources you deserve.

In my role as the top Re-
publican on the Senate Small
Business Committee, I am
bringing the voices of mom-
and-pop shops and innova-
tors on Main Streets across
Iowa to Washington. Last
Congress, I recognized a
Small Business of the Week
in each of Iowa’s 99 coun-
ties, made it easier for small
businesses to work with the
federal government, and

provided oversight to recov-
er billions of taxpayer dol-
lars from defaulted COVID
loans. Looking ahead, I'm
excited to recognize more
Iowa businesses and create
pro-growth policies.

Despite weakness in the
Biden White House that led
to a world on fire and wide
open border, last year I suc-
cessfully stopped taxpayer
dollars from funding risky
Chinese research and the
Wuhan Institute of Virology,
built upon President Trump’s
Abraham Accords to unite
the Middle East against
the Iranian regime that has
funded attacks on our citi-
zens, and strengthened bor-
der security by empowering
the Pentagon to secure our
airspace and prevent drones
from infiltrating our home-
land. In my role on the Sen-
ate Armed Services Commit-
tee, Il continue working to
keep Iowans safe.

Partnering with the new
Republican majority and
President Trump, I am ready
to get our country back on
track and bring some lowa
common sense to Washing-
ton!

Joni Ernst, a native of Red
Oak and a combat veteran,
represents lowa in the Unit-
ed States Senate.
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UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
421 W. Broadway St.
Eagle Grove
Sundays

9:30 am Worship
Wednesdays each week un-
less no school for the day:
Kids’ Club (K-Gr. 4) and
Middlers (Grs. 5-8), 2 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

All are welcome.
Dial-A-Devotion:
515-448-3355
515-212-2802
egumc@goldfieldaccess.net
515-448-4701
www.eaglegroveumc.org

GOLDFIELD UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. Box 214
Goldfield,
515-825-3754
Sunday

11 a.m. Worship

GOLDFIELD UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
220 E. Oak St.
Goldfield,
515-825-3581
goldfield.upc@gmail.com
Facebook @ goldpres
“A Church for the
Community”

Office M-F 7:30-11:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Fr. Jerry Blake
Eagle Grove
515-532-3586
Thursday, January 23

11 a.m. Adoration, Rosa-
ry at Sacred Heart

11:45 a.m. Benediction at
Sacred Heart

Noon Mass
Heart

Friday, January 24

7:40 a.m. Rosary at St.
John

8 a.m. Adoration, Bene-
diction, Mass St. John

Saturday, January 25

8 am. - 1:30 p.m. Arch-
diocesan Women’s Virtu-
al Conference: Beauty of
Christ at St. John

3:15 p.m. Adoration/Ben-
ediction at St. Francis

4 p.m. Mass at St. Francis

7:15 p.m. Adoration/Ben-
ediction at St. John

8 p.m. Spanish Mass at St.
John

Sunday, January 26

7:15 a.m. Adoration/ Ben-
ediction at Sacred Heart

8 a.m. Mass at Sacred
Heart

9 a.m. KC Omelet Break-
fast at St. Francis

9:45 a.m. Adoration/Ben-
ediction at St. John

10:30 a.m. Mass at St.
John

at Sacred

Praise & WORSHIP

HOLMES BAPTIST
CHURCH
2137 Hancock Ave.
Holmes, Iowa
Pastor Cody Huber
515-825-3110

HOLMES LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Holmes, Iowa
Pastor George Lautner
412-874-9878

NEW HOPE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Eagle Grove
Vicar Jon Merritt
A Congregation of ELCA
Saturday

4 p.m. Worship at Rotary
Senior Living South in the
Chapel

EAGLE GROVE
UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
(CONGREGATIONAL)
1115 SW 2nd St.
P.O. Box 333
515-448-3584
Sunday

10:30 a.m. Worship

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH
Pastor Johnny Khaleet
Eagle Grove
515-448-4612
Sunday
9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Worship
Monday
10 a.m. Bible Study at Ro-
tary Ann North
Wednesday
5:30 p.m. Bible Study at the
church.

GRACE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH
448-5414
1220 Commercial Ave,
Eagle Grove
www.graceefc.com
Sundays

9:30 a.m. English speak-
ing service
6 p.m. Spanish speaking
service

Wednesdays

GraceKids (age 5-5th
grade) and Youth Group ac-
tivities for 6th—12th graders
starting at 6 p.m.

SOUTH ENES
LUTHERAN CHURCH
205 Johnson Street
Vincent
Vicar Jon Merritt
A Congregation of the
ELCA
10 a.m. Sunday Worship

ULLENSVANG
LUTHERAN CHURCH,
N.A.L.C.

Pastor Darryl Landsverk
Thor

MT. CALVARY
LUTHERAN CHURCH—
LC-MS
Eagle Grove
Pastor Mark Eichler
515-448-4668

8:30 a.m. Worship

EAGLE GROVE
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
615 SW 2nd Street
Eagle Grove
Pastor Jason Cooper
515-448-3697
www.egelc.org
Thursday

10 a.m. Pastors’ Prayer
Sunday
9 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Coffee Fellow
10:15 a.m. Sunday School
Tuesday
5:30 p.m. Evangelism
Committee
Wednesday
9 a.m. Bible Study
Noon Men’s Bible Study
5:30 p.m. Confirmation

EG MINISTERIAL
ASSOCIATION FOOD
PANTRY
510 S. Jackson
Monday 4 - 7 p.m.
Friday 1 - 3 p.m.
Helping Families in Need!
Please call to verify open.
Food Pantry 515-448-4332
or 515-448-3743

MAC LIFE CHURCH
Blairsburg
Interim Pastor Dick Birr.
Sundays
10: a.m. Services for now

SAMUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
NALC
201 N. Lincoln Ave.
448-5038
www.samuellutheran.net
Sundays
9 a.m. Worship in-person
and on Facebook
Tuesday
9 a.m. Bible Study
Wednesday
Confirmation

LAKE LUTHERAN
CHURCH GOLDFIELD
LCMC
Lutheran Congregations
in Mission for Christ
Pastor Ron Rasmussen
Sunday

10 a.m. Service

REJOICE CHURCH:
A WORD AND SPIRIT
CHURCH
Pastors Cris and Jennifer
Decious

New Location! Sunday Wor-
ship Services at 10:30 am IN
PERSON STARTING on
Sunday December 1, 2024 at
3320 210th st Goldfield, lowa
50542. www.Rejoicechur-
chiowa.com and Facebook

WORD.S OF WISDOM

Last week’s trivia questions:

What two actors have co-starred in movies including A Bronx
Tale, Casino, Raging Bull, and Goodfellas? Answer: Robert De
Niro and Joe Pesci.

What two actors have co-starred in movies including Meet the Parents, Night at the

Museum, Starsky & Hutch, and Zoolander? Answer: Ben Stiller and Owen Wilson
skkeskskok

This week’s trivia questions:
What actor starred in movies including American Gangster, Cinderella Man, 3:10 to
Yuma, and Gladiator?
What actor starred in movies including The Perfect Storm, From Dusk Till Dawn, O
Brother Where Art Thou?, and Ocean’s Eleven?
sheskeoskosksk
Jan. 22 is National Grandpa Day, and National Polka Dot Day; Jan. 23 is National
Pie Day, and National Handwriting Day; Jan. 24 is National Peanut Butter Day, and
International Day of Education; Jan. 25 is National Irish Coffee Day, and National
Fish Taco Day; Jan. 26 is International Environmental Education Day; Jan. 27 is
National Chocolate Cake Day, National Geographic Day, and International Holocaust
Remembrance Day; Jan. 28 is National Pediatrician Day, Pop Art Day, and National
LEGO Day.
seofosk ok
This week is National Fresh Squeezed Juice Week, and International Snowmobile
Safety and Awareness Week.
seskesieskesk
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for
evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
— Jeremiah 29:11
koo sk
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened
to you.”

— Luke 11:9

skeskoksksk
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
— Romans 6:23

koo ok

“I feel sorry for short people, you know. When it rains, they’re the last to know.”
— Rodney Dangerfield
skeskokosksk
“Some people have a way with words, and other people ... oh, uh, not have way.”
— Steve Martin
skodokdok
“Isn’t it a bit unnerving that doctors call what they do “practice”?
— George Carlin
sheskksksk
“Why do dogs always race to the door when the doorbell rings? It’s almost never for them.”
— Norm Macdonald
skodokdok
“I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter. Each time I enter a room, I wonder
what I’'m here after.”
— Tim Conway
sofoskogok
“Do you know what I love most about baseball? The pine tar, the resin, the grass, the
dirt. And that’s just in the hot dogs.”

— David Letterman
skskoskoskok
“Two fish in a tank. One says: ‘How do you drive this thing?’”
— Peter Kay
skskoskoskok
“I saw a documentary on how ships are kept together. Riveting!”’
— Stewart Francis

sheskosksksk

“I’m reading a horror story in Braille. Something bad is about to happen. .. I can feel it.”
sofoskogok

“Thanks for explaining the word “many” to me, it means a lot.”
koo ok
Martin Luther King Jr. was named after Protestant reformer Martin Luther -
King was born Michael King Jr. on Jan. 15, 1929. But in 1934, his father, a pastor at Atlanta’s
Ebenezer Baptist Church also named Michael King, went on a religious trip around the world
and was inspired by Germany’s Protestant Reformation figure Martin Luther.
After returning to the U.S., his father made the decision to change his five-year-old
son’s name—and his own—in honor of the Protestant reformation leader.
sekesieskesk
Martin Luther King Jr. started college at age 15 - King was a gifted student who
skipped grades 9-12, and by the age of 15 was admitted to Morehouse College, a prestigious
historically Black college in Atlanta that both his father and grandfather attended.
Despite being part of a lineage of Baptist ministers, King was initially resistant to
a career in the ministry due to his discomfort with the emotionality of Black church
congregations. But the Morehouse college president and his philosophy teacher, both

ordained ministers, persuaded him to reconsider.
skskoskoskosk

THis CHURCH PAGE MESSAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU

BY THESE FINE SPONSORS.

MONUMENTS « MARKERS » PRE-PLANNING
GRANITE « BRONZE « CUSTOM
AND MORE!

Advertise here!
Call today!
515-448-4745

Grocery 515-448-3241
Meat 515-448-3526
Eagle Grove, Iowa

EAGLE GROVE * 448-4321

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. ~ 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Fri & Sat ~ 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. « Sunday 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Take out orders available!

Comm
The Local
www.comminet.net
Phone, Video & High Speed Internet
All on a Fiber Optic Network!

641-762-3772 | Kanawha, lowa

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

TND@goldfieldaccess.net

~Christopher Simon

Living in Love

f you truly desire to live a good and holy life you must
I “live in love,” as the apostle Paul directs us in the fifth

chapter of Ephesians. There he says “Follow God’s
example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians
5:1-2 NIV) What this means is that we should try to imitate
Christ’s selfless act of sacrifice in everything we do. Walking
in the way of love is just a simple way of saying that our
lifestyle and our daily conduct should reflect a life of
service and sacrifice. A good example of this might be how L \
a mother will serve her family from the time she gets up L
in the morning until going to bed at night. She gets up and
fixes breakfast for the family and might even make lunch for
them to take to school or work and then goes off to work
herself, earning money to pay the rent or mortgage and the
other expenses. Good parents often make sacrifices of time
and money to help their children, and don’t complain too
much about it because they are helping their own children.
But God wants us to treat everyone as if they are family. To
“walk in the way of love” is to treat everyone as if they are
your brother or your sister. As children of God, we should
reflect God’s likeness in how we live, and when we succeed
in doing that we are truly living in love.

)
lIFIRST
BANK

Serving You First

www.firstiowa.bank Ml:elr)r}bcer
“EAGLE
N.ob‘c; —a Advertise here!
y
brings you Call today!

hometown news like the 515-448-4745

Eagle Grove Eagle.

Stevenson Insurance
Services
ABENS - MARTY - CURRAN AGENCY

319 Hwy 3 East « Goldfield
515-825-3476

ebseagle@goldfieldaccess.net
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Crop Production Estimates Available for 2025 Growing Season

Tools are available to help farmers estimate cost of production, select appropriate farm bill program for their operation

By Chad Hart,
Ann Johanns

AMES, Iowa — Farmers
can estimate the cost of
producing various crops
in 2025 by using data pub-
lished in the January edition
of Ag Decision Maker.

The article “Estimated
Costs of Crop Production”
includes average produc-
tion costs for corn, corn
silage, soybeans, alfalfa
and pasture maintenance.
Decision tools, as well as
web-based calculators, are
available that allow farmers
to enter their own numbers,
so they can estimate pro-
duction costs on their own
farm.

Production costs are al-
ways important to know
in advance of the planting
season, but even more so
during a period of tighter
profit margins in the crop
market.

“The economic outlook
for 2025 continues the pat-
tern we ended 2024 with,
where prices have fallen
below production costs and
any opportunities for prof-
its will be limited this year,
barring significant changes
with either smaller produc-
tion or greater usage,” said
Chad Hart, professor in
economics and economist
with Iowa State University
Extension and Outreach.

Hart said the report shows
a 2% to 3% decline in the
cost of corn production,
driven mainly by lower fer-
tilizer and chemical costs
compared to 2024, whereas
soybean costs are 1% high-
er. Total cost per bushel is
impacted by higher trend
yields used in the budgets,
resulting in 1% to 6% de-
clines overall. Land cost is
projected to be stable, with
increases in labor and ma-
chinery costs.

The report provides esti-
mates for common crop ro-
tations, including corn fol-
lowing corn, corn following
soybeans and corn follow-
ing silage. The report lists

specific costs commonly
associated with each crop,
including seed, fertilizer,
machinery use and labor.
Budgets for various produc-
tion methods are also in-
cluded, such as low-till and
strip-till budgets for corn
and soybeans. Machinery
costs reflect both new and
used equipment and are up
3% to 4% in the 2025 pro-
jections.

Due to differences in soil
condition, the quantity of
inputs used and other fac-
tors, production costs will
ultimately vary from farm
to farm. Labor is treated as
a fixed cost in the report,
because most labor on Iowa

farms is supplied by the op-
erator, family or permanent
hired labor.

Historical estimates of
Towa crop production costs
are also available at Ag De-
cision Maker, dating back
to 2000.

Farm bill decisions

Other important tools are
also available in the January
Ag Decision Maker update,
including decision tools to
help farmers select the ap-
propriate farm bill program.
Options include Price Loss
Coverage and Agricultural
Risk Coverage, with op-
tions for individual farm
coverage or county-level
coverage. The tools help

farmers analyze and select
the best option for their own

operation.
The current farm bill has
been extended through

Sept. 30. Ann Johanns, ex-
tension program specialist
in farm management, said
with price changes in the
projections for ARC-CO
and PLC, it is a good time
for producers to consider if
their current enrollment best
fits their operation’s risk
management needs. US-
DA’s Farm Service Agen-
cy dates to make changes
to program enrollment for
ARC and PLC for the 2025
crop year are open from
Jan. 21 to April 15, 2025.

Feed your game day
crowd with smoked
chicken wings

Sports fans across the
globe tune in when the
National Football League
hosts its annual champi-
onship game each winter.
And that already robust
viewership is growing,
as figures from Nielsen
Fast National and Adobe
Analytics indicated Super
Bowl LVIII between the
Kansas City Chiefs and
San Francisco 49ers gar-
nered 1234 million view-
ers who tuned in to watch
Patrick Mahomes orches-
trate a 25-22 overtime vic-
tory over Kyle Shanahan
and the Niners.

Super Bowl Sunday has
become an unofficial hol-
iday in the United States,
where fans ranging from
the diehard to the casual to
those simply tuning in for
the commercials and half-
time show gather to enjoy
a few fun-filled hours. Sea-
soned party hosts know
that food features as prom-
inently as football and fun
come Super Bowl Sunday.
Guests may expect a few
staples, including chick-
en wings. With that in
mind, hosts can impress
their guests by serving up
this recipe for “Virgil’s
Smoked Chicken Wings
With Blue Cheese Dip”
from Neal Corman’s “Vir-
gil’s Barbecue Road Trip
Cookbook™ (St. Martin’s
Press).

Virgil’s Smoked
Chicken Wings With
Blue Cheese Dip

Serves 4

Blue Cheese Dip

2 cups blue cheese crum-
bles, divided

1 cup mayonnaise

1/2 cup buttermilk

2 teaspoons hot sauce

1 teaspoon Worcester-
shire sauce

1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

1/4 cup finely chopped
scallions

1/4 cup finely chopped
celery

Marinade

1/2 cup vegetable oil

1/2 cup hot sauce

4 tablespoons Virgil’s
Dry Rub (see below)

4 tablespoons granulated
garlic

4 tablespoons granulated
onion

Juice of 1/2 lemon

Wings

8 large chicken wings

1/2 cup Virgil’s Dry Rub
(see below)

Sauce

10 tablespoons unsalted
butter

1 teaspoon cornstarch

4 tablespoons white vin-
egar

3/4 cup hot sauce

1/4  teaspoon cayenne
pepper

1. To make the dip,
combine 1 cup of the
blue cheese, mayonnaise,
buttermilk, hot sauce,

Worcestershire sauce, and
salt in the bowl of a food
processor and blend on
low until smooth.

2. Remove to a medium
mixing bowl and fold in
the rest of the blue cheese,
scallions and celery, be-
ing sure to break up the
larger blue cheese crum-
bles. Place in a covered
container and refrigerate
overnight.

3. Mix all the marinade
ingredients in a large mix-
ing bowl. Place the wings
in a large container with a
lid and pour the mixture
over the wings. Toss until
the wings are thoroughly
coated. Cover and refrig-
erate for 2 days.

4. Preheat the grill or
smoker to 245 F.

5. Spread out the wings
on a sheet pan and wipe
away any excess mari-
nade. Sprinkle liberally
with the dry rub, coating
the wings all over.

6. Position the wings on
the grill away from the
direct heat of the coals or
burners, and add hickory
to the smoker or hickory
chips on the coals or gas
burners.

7. Cook the wings for
about 3 hours, flipping
every 30 minutes (their in-
ternal temperature should
be about 165 F when
cooked).

8. While the wings are
cooking, cut the butter for
the sauce into 1-inch cubes
and refrigerate. Whisk the
cornstarch into the white
vinegar in a small bowl.

9. In a medium sauté
pan over medium heat,
bring the hot sauce to a
simmer and whisk in the
thickened vinegar. Return
to a simmer, cook for 1
minute, and remove from
the heat.

10. Add the cayenne and
slowly whisk in the cold
butter. Keep warm until
serving.

11. Remove the wings
from the smoker or grill
and put half of them into
a bowl, cover with the
sauce, and toss. Repeat
with the remaining wings
and serve on a platter, with
the blue cheese dip on the
side.

Virgil’s Dry Rub

Makes 5 to 5 1/2 cups

2 1/2 cups sweet paprika

1 cup granulated sugar

1/2 cup Texas-style chili
powder

1/2 cup minced onion

1/2 cup granulated garlic

1/4 cup dried parsley
flakes

6 tablespoons kosher salt

Combine all of the ingre-
dients in a medium bowl
and whisk together until
completely incorporated.
Transfer to a covered bowl
with a tight-fitting lid.
Store in a cool, dry place.

lowa 4-H
lowa

By Maya Hayslett,
Sydney Peterson

Plant the Moon Challenge
experiments. AMES, Iowa
— The Iowa 4-H Plant the
Moon Challenge has been
selected for the lowa STEM
Scale-Up Program menu for
the 2025-2026 year. This
recognition highlights Plant
the Moon's innovative ap-
proach to STEM education
and its commitment to in-
spiring the next generation
of scientists and engineers.

The Plant the Moon Chal-
lenge is a global science ex-
periment and project-based
learning challenge that en-
gages students in grades
4-12. Participants use lunar
and Martian regolith simu-
lants to grow crops, simulat-
ing the conditions of space
agriculture. The program
offers students a unique op-
portunity to explore space,
agriculture and environ-
mental science through

Plant the Moon Selected for
STEM Scale-Up Program

hands-on experimentation.

As an Iowa STEM Scale-
Up Program, the Plant the
Moon Challenge will re-
ceive support to expand its
reach and impact across the
state. Educators can apply
to be awarded the oppor-
tunity to participate in the
selected STEM programs
both in and out of the class-
room.

This expansion includes a
new fall and spring cohort
of the program and access
to curriculum materials,
competition platforms and
project kits that serve up to
10 students each. The pro-
gram will also offer train-
ing stipends for educators
and connect students with
NASA subject matter ex-
perts and research scientists
through live virtual events.

"We are thrilled to be se-
lected for the Iowa STEM
Scale-Up Program menu,"
said Maya Hayslett, 4-H

crop science youth educa-
tion specialist with Iowa
State University Extension
and Outreach. "This sup-
port will enable us to bring
the excitement of space ex-
ploration and STEM learn-
ing to more students across
Iowa, fostering their curios-
ity and passion for science."

Interested educators are
invited to join Plant the
Moon programming staff
to discuss what participa-
tion in the challenge will
look like for Iowa Scale-Up
recipients on Wednesday,
Jan. 29, at 4 p.m. Central
time. Attendees will have
the chance to have their
questions answered live by
their team. You can register
online.

The Iowa STEM Scale-
Up Program aims to in-
crease student interest and
achievement in STEM fields
by providing high-quality
STEM education programs

to schools and organiza-
tions throughout Iowa. The
Plant the Moon Challenge
selection demonstrates the
program's ability to engage
students in STEM and equip
them with practical, work-
ready skills.

For more information,
check the 2025-26 STEM
Scale-Up program menu
(https://educate.iowa.gov/
iowa-stem/stem-scale/
stem-scale-program-
menu). Educators may ap-
ply for the Plant the Moon
STEM Scale-Up awards
(https://educate.iowa.gov/
iowa-stem/stem-scale/ed-
ucator-application) now
through March 3, at 4:59
p.m.

For more information, vis-
it the Iowa Plant the Moon
Challenge webpage (https://
www.ipm.iastate.edu/iowa-
plant-moon-challenge) or
contact Maya Hayslett at
hayslett@iastate.edu.

Virtual Grant Writing 101 Workshops
Available This February and March

By Esther Crompton,

Lindsay Henderson

AMES, Iowa — Nonprof-
it, government and school
district representatives can
boost their grant writing
skills by enrolling in any of
Iowa State University Ex-
tension and Outreach’s up-
coming virtual Grant Writ-
ing 101 workshops.

The workshop fee is $25
and the registration deadline
is two days before each ses-
sion. Upcoming workshops
are set for:

¢ Feb.12,9-11 am. Learn
more and register online
(https://go.iastate.edu/OH-

JMSK). The registration
deadline is Feb. 10, 11:59
p.m.

e March 26, 9-11 a.m.

Learn more and register on-
line (https://go.iastate.edu/
LCNS51W). The registration
deadline is March 24, 11:59
p.m.

The online workshops,
hosted by ISU Extension and
Outreach, provide practical
training for crafting suc-
cessful grant applications.
Participants will learn about
grant terminology, how to
find funding opportunities
and strategies for developing
a compelling proposal.

“Grant Writing 101 gives
participants the skills and
confidence they need to
succeed,” said Lindsay
Henderson, community and
economic development spe-
cialist. “In 2024, 89% of
participants reported feeling

Specializing in Collision Repair!

“In business since 1995”

Aurto Booy 8 Devax. BHor

* Down Draft Paint Booth w/Baked Curing Cycle
* Frame Machine « Computerized Paint Matching
+ Computerized Estimates
« Apreferred shop with insurance companies

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles
Weather Tech Dealer + Detailing * Interior/Exterior Cleaning

118 N. Commercial « Eagle Grove + 448-3944
www.lawsonauto.com

Plumbing, Heating and A/C, Inc.
114 N Commercial, Eagle Grove
515-448-3456

more confident in their abil-
ity to write grants after tak-
ing the workshop, compared
to just 31% before. That’s a
dramatic improvement.”
Henderson added, “Addi-
tionally, 98% of participants
agreed they could identi-
fy and understand general
grant terminology and pro-
cesses after the workshop,
up from 48% before. These
numbers reflect the real val-
ue this training provides.
“These workshops

are

designed for everyone,
whether you’re new to grant
writing or looking to sharp-
en your skills,” Henderson
said. “The insights and tech-
niques we teach can make a
lasting difference for your
organization and communi-
ty.”

For more information or
to register, contact Hender-
son at lindsayh@iastate.edu
or Esther Crompton, com-
munication  specialist, at
eecrompt@iastate.edu.

saving lives
is in your blood

To donate blood at a location
near you, visit www.aabb.org
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FOR SALE

House for sale by owner
309 School Street
Goldfield, Iowa
641-931-0912

HELP WANTED

POLICE OFFICER: Indi-
anola Police Department is
taking applications for the
positions of Police/Patrol
Officer. Obtain applications
by visiting https://indiano-
laiowa.applicantpro.com/
jobs , choose Police Officer.
Deadline 2/7/2025 EOE

MISC.

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 7-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-855-954-
5087 today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.

MISC.

Does your basement or crawl
space need some attention?
Call Thrasher Foundation
Repair! A permanent solu-
tion for waterproofing, failing
foundations, sinking con-
crete and nasty crawl spaces.
FREE Inspection & Same
Day Estimate. $250 off ANY
project with code GET250.
Call 1-866-554-1730

MISC.

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-844-376-4154

DbATE!
Deadline

for next

is Friday.
I

"DON'T BE

week’s paper

)

BE A CORRESPONDENT!

Do you have a story to tell or photos to show off?

We are always looking for area residents to write a column,
submit articles or sport features in the newspaper!
Share history, highlight
your community,
document events and more.

CALL YOUR LOCAL EDITOR

ED LYNN 515-999-5687
today, to talk about how we can include your voice and ideas!
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EAGLE GROVE CITY COUNCIL « JAN. 15, 2025

Utility Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday January 15th 2025 at
7:00 AM
Public Safety Building 210 W.
Broadway, Eagle Grove, IA 50533
The meeting was called to order
with trustees Peterson, Ryerson
and Bisson. Absent: Jeske and
Rethman. Also present: City Admin-
istrator Davis, Public Works Lun-
da, Water Superintendent Baker
and Waste Water Superintendent

Brockman.

A motion was made by Ryerson
and seconded by Bisson to approve
December 18th 2024 minutes and
claims Roll Call: all ayes
AGSOURCE COOP SERVICES,
LAB TESTING SERVICES..... 14.50
ALEX SISSON, CONT ED RE-

IMB-LODGING .................... 329.44
AMERICAN ~ WATER  WORKS
ASSC, DUES 2025.............. 450.00
AUTOMATIC SYSTEMS CO., IN-
STALL COMM CARD .......... 857.50
BLACK HILLS ENERGY, NATURAL
GAS-PRESTAGE LIFT .......... 81.99

BOLTON & MENK INC, ENGI-
NEERING SVCS-CHEM BLDG......

.................................... 46,929.00
NATHAN BROCKMAN, POST-
AGE-UV PROBE FOR REPAIR .....

......................................... 137.82
CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING,
SUPPLIES.......cooooiiiin 218.00

CINTAS, SAFETY SUPPLIES ....79..06
CULLIGAN  WATER  CONDI-
TIONING, LABOR AND FILTER

EOSI, BULK MICRO-C... 13,796.85
HACH CO, TESTING SUPPLIES...

...................................... 2,714.36
HAWKINS INC, CHEMICALS.........

.................................... 20,622.91
MICROBAC LABORATORIES INC,
TESTING-WRF................. 5,249.25
LYLE'S FORD-MERCURY, ‘24
F150 VAN-WATER ......... 47,935.00
MISSISSIPPI LIME CO., STAN-
DARD QUICKLIME......... 17,206.16
PACKARD ELECTRIC INC, 30
AMP REC REPLACED.....1,877.44
PRAIRIE ENERGY COOPERA-
TIVE, ELECTRICITY-PRESTAGE
LIFT STA...ooiire 1,635.60
SEWER REVENUE BOND SINK-
ING, MONTHLY TSF .... 125,000.00
STATE HYGIENIC LABORATORY,
TESTING SVC.......ccccvvene 79.00
STEIN HEATING AND COOLING,
HEATER REPAIR-UV BLDG....715.30
VAN-HOF TRUCKING INC, HAUL-
ING QUICKLIME .............. 2,351.26
VESSCO INC., PROMINENT LIQ-

UIDEND......cccovniin 1,492.80
ROSA F ESPINOZA, UB Refund....

......................................... 421.86

SEWER ........cccooven 171,863.10
SEWER - NORTH LIFT PRJ ..........

.................................... 35,747.50
EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT ......
.................................... 47,810.00
Discussed Financials
A motion was made by Ryerson
and seconded by Bisson to approve
Resolution UB2025-01: A Resolu-
tion Authorizing Utility Billing Adjust-
ments Report for December. Roll
Call Vote: all ayes
Opened Public Hearing Regarding
Sanitary Sewer Rate Adjustments
for Industrial Accounts at 7:15am.
Hearing Closed at 7:24pm with no
oral or written comments received.
Discussed Sanitary Sewer Rates
for Industrial Accounts per the Rate
Model.
A motion was made by Ryerson and
seconded by Bisson to Table Reso-
lution UB2025-02: A Resolution Au-
thorizing Sanitary Sewer Rate Ad-
justments for Industrial Accounts.
Roll Call Vote: all ayes
A motion was made by Bisson and
seconded by Ryerson to approve
Resolution UB2025-03: A Res-
olution Setting a Date for Public
Hearing to consider Water Rate
Adjustments for Certain Industrial
Accounts. Roll Call Vote: all ayes
A motion was made by Ryerson
and seconded by Bisson to approve
Purchasing a 2024 Ford 150 Transit
cargo van for the Water Department
for $47,810.00 per bid specs to re-
place a 1998 Chevy Astro. Roll Call:
all ayes
Updated on Hiring Process for Wa-
ter and Wastewater Treatment Op-
erators
Department reports were given.
A motion was made by Ryerson and
seconded by Bisson to adjourn the
meeting at 8:04am.
Secretary
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December 2024 Claims
General Basic Fund
Access Systems, Copier contract...

....................................... $133.94
AgVantage, Fuel............. $1,792.22
Ahlers & Cooney, Labor relations....

.................................... $1,620.60

Jon Ahrendsen, Med. exam............

Amazon, Off. supp.
Arnold’s, Wipers ...
Margaret Askelsen,
Auxiant, Insurance ..$494.75
Independent, Publication ... $340.06
Blackhawk Sprinklers, Inspection...

....................................... $360.00
Blue Ribbon Pelham, Water ...........
....................................... $121.00
Brothers Market, Hot deli...$2,958.14
BOA, Credit Card............... $845.85
Darrel Carlyle, Mileage....... $892.44
CDW-G, Toner-................ $2,485.91
Central lowa Detention, Detention..
.................................... $1,825.80
Central lowa Dist., Cust. supp........
.................................... $1,278.00
Central lowa Water, Testing....
.................................... $1,035.00
City of Clarion, Water & sewer .......
.................................... $1,073.13
Clarion Distributing, Cust. supp......
....................................... $178.00

Column, Publication ..$497.13

Comm1, Phone ..$2,125.95
Joe Corrow, Mileage.......... $228.47
CPI, Maintenance............... $198.00
Culligan, Water ...... .. $116.20

DM Stamp, Supplies.......... $263.50
First Citizens Bank, Deposit tickets
......................................... $93.03
Andy Flagge, Printer/Antenna ........
....................................... $282.32
Friesleben H & C, Repair................
...$10,721.73

Frontier,

Gold-Eagle Coop, Fuel....:. $289.91
Govt. Forms, W2s/1099s....$2,031.50
GrassMasters, Gravel work............

Hanson & Sons, Repair....... $70.00
Hawkeye West, Pest control...........

....................................... $253.00
Karl Helgevold, Mileage..... $125.96
Hewett, Meals/Comm. ....... $337.93
Terry Hilpipre, Contract carrier........

....................................... $200.00
Holiday Inn, Lodging.. .$515.20
HSB, Rent and phone..... $3,012.93
ICAA, Registration.. .$370.00
ILEA, Training.......... .$150.00
Indeed, Advertising............. $675.00

IP Pathways, IT support...$2,139.62
ISAC, Registration..... ....$225.00
ISACS, Training...... .$300.00
ISSDA, Membership .. .$500.00
K.C. Nielsen, Filters ...$61.60
Language Link, Interpreter.... $22.23

LSA, Code Supplies .......... $125.00
LexisNexis, Online research...........
....................................... $338.00

LiftOff, License ... $115.00
Maasdam Constr., Tile....... $570.32
Mail Services, Print/postage............

....................................... $758.59
Craig Martin, Well closure...$285.01
Mid-America, Publications....$122.00
MidAmerican, Utilities...... $3,410.56
Modern Marketing, Pens/clips........

.................................... $2,190.21
Courtney Morris, Mileage.... $270.68

NACO, Membership .. .$450.00
NSA, Dues.......cccoveveennen. $250.00
Oaks Garden Spot, Weed control...

....................................... $206.75

ODP Bus. Sol., Paper........ $198.87
Oldson’s, Supp/serv ....... $4,836.00
Christine Oliver, Mileage.... $140.44
P&P Electric, Generator monitor ....

.................................... $2,995.50
Panoramic, License .$520.00
Prairie Energy, Utilities ...... $890.33
PSI, Sticky Notes............ $1,660.13
Rick Rasmussen, Mileage....$159.84
James Russell, Mileage..... $480.39
Sadler, Door latch........... $1,250.56
Katie Schlichting, Med. ex... $636.92
Schumacher  Elevator, Mainte-
NANCE....veierreieieiiiieeeains $195.85
Sister’s Entrees, Meals...... $362.50
State Hygienic Lab, Testing............

WRIGHT COUNTY DECEMBER 2024 CLAIMS

.................................... $1,658.50

T & S, Disposal.................. $566.00
T-Mobile, Phone ................ $801.90
Takekawa & Green, Fees ...$210.00
Thrifty White, Meds................ $6.08
True Value, Grinder/pipe.... $461.17
Urness, Supplies .............. $747.73
US Cellular, Phone............. $129.13
Verizon, Phone................ $2,190.27
Mariane Vestweber, Well closure ...
....$400.00

$2,955.19

Visual Edge, Copier contract..........
....................................... $815.35

Webster County Sheriff, Fee ... $36.00
William V. Macgill, Wipes... $129.99
Wr. Co. Aud., Postage ... $1,250.59
Wright County Fair, Apport. ............
.................................... $2,500.00
Wright County Eng., Drug test........
....................................... $196.58
Kelly Yoakam, Chlorination.... $714.00
Ziegler, Wipers/Assembly ...$219.70
Public Health Bascie Fund

Amazon, Office Supplies..... $79.10
Elizabeth Bernal, Mileage ... $299.49
City of Clarion, Water & sewer .......
..$73.27

Carrie Covington, Mileage....$166.83
GrassMasters, Gravel work.... $37.50
Hawkeye West, Pest control ... $60.00
MidAmerican, Utilities......... $273.73
PSI, Business cards .......... $210.35
Naomi Rothman, Mileage ... $146.73
Denise Schumacher, Mileage.........

....................................... $382.57
Secure Shred, Recycle........ $54.00
VISA, Credit Card.............. $681.48
Wells Fargo Fin., Copier Lease......

....................................... $523.70

Angela Wesselink, Mileage ... $209.04
American Rescue Plan of 2021
Ahlers & Cooney, Labor relations...

.................................... $1,302.87
Central Lock, Badge reader
$3,116.0
Crystal Clean Carpet, Floor Clean-
NGt $225.00
Lampert Lumber, Lumber ...$331.20
Menards - Ames, Boardroom..........

....................................... $312.37
Sadler, Electrical............. $8,326.03

T & R Electric LLC, Courtyard cir-

CUIS oo $4,663.33
Urness, Paint.......c............. $266.09
VISA, Credit Card............... $268.20

General Supplemental
Crittenton Center, Foster Family

HOMe ..o $1,399.50
Andy Flagge, Printer/Antenna ........
......................................... $47.25

Govt. Forms, Envelopes.... $197.13
Adkins, Lic./Maint. ... $7,280.00
Wr. Co. Aud., Postage ....... $389.16
Wr. Co. Employees Side Fund
Auxiant, Insurance........ $51,076.33
Belmond Fitness, Memberships .....

....................................... $120.50
Clarion Health, Memberships .........
....................................... $310.00
First Citizens Bank, Gift cards.........
...$9,050.00

Hartford, Premium........... $8,922.48
ISAC Group Benefits, Insurance ....
................................ $165,228.10
Rotary Senior Living, Memberships
....................................... $105.00

Jail Commissary
BOA, Credit Card................. $23.80

Hewett, Meals/Comm. .........
Reliance, Phone Cards...... $500.00
Rural Services Basic Fund
Belmond Library, Apport...$2,683.67
Clarion Library, Apport.... $2,571.83
Dows Library, Apport. .....$1,229.92

EG Library, Apport. ......... $3,019.08
Rowan Library, Apport. ... $1,677.33
K-9 FUND
BOA, Credit Card............... $140.00
Secondary Road Fund
AgVantage, Fuel........... $16,302.34
Ahlers & Cooney, Labor relations...

.................................... $1,500.00
Airgas, Welding supp......... $886.84
Alliant Energy, Utilities........ $957.93

Amazon, Supplies.... ...$861.34
Arnold’s, Auto parts ........ $2,453.12
Bauer Built, Tires .. .$45,000.00
BMC, Roadstone .. $10,633.59
Bomgaars, Supplies $1,461.76
Central Lock, Labor........... $202.12
CINTAS, Coveralls............. $247.55

City of BeImond, Utilities...... $80.01
City of Clarion, Utilities ...... $579.95

City of Eagle Grove, Utilities... $76.80

CJ Cooper, Testing ............ $375.00
Clarion Distributing, Shop Supp. ....
$300.15

Comm1, Phone..
Culligan, Water ..................
Force America, Bolts ...... $1,036.97

Hanson & Sons, Tires.......... $50.00
Hawkeye West, Pest control ... $60.00
Hiway Truck, Parts.......... $1,992.77

Hoffman Filter, Filters .. $65.00
Interstate Battery, Batteries ... $306.30
ISH-Clarion, Testing ...$272.00
ISU, Training............. ...$625.00
Jack’s O.K. Tire, Tires.....$2,077.62
K.C. Nielsen, Parts.......... $3,672.08
Kimball Midwest, Parts ... $1,524.60
Lawson Products, Bolts....... $81.40
LifeMed Safety, AED pads... $87.85
Mid-Am Research, Degreaser-........

.................................... $2,804.47
MidAmerican, Utilities..... $2,173.69
Oldson’s, Heaters........... $6,186.14

Postmaster, Postage ......... $154.00
Prairie Energy, Utilities ......

Sadler, Roof repair....
T & S, Recycle...
T-Mobile, Phone ... .
Truck Center, Lights/etc.....$1,349.99
Union Pacific, Bridge work..............

.................................... $5,150.32
Urness, Supplies ...$180.05
US Cellular, Phone $2,324.91

VISA, Credit Card.............. $995.00
Visual Edge, Copier contract... $99.93
W & H, Fuel .........c.......... $1,500.00
Wr. Co. Aud., Postage ......... $15.57

Sanitary Landfill, Disposal ... $20.00
Wright Farm Services, Tires ...........
.................................... $9,000.00
Ziegler, Parts ................ $13,177.94
FmHA Int. Relending Loan
Eagle Grove CDC, Loan......$21.36
VISA, Credit Card.................. $5.00
Conservation Reserve
Raejean Chapman, Website host-

131 TO OO $204.00
Diversity Farms, Seed....$42,506.00
PSI, Mailers.............c......... $723.32

E911 Surcharge Fund
Alliant Energy, Utilities ....... $425.37
AT&T, Phone........ccccccevueunnn $51.89

CenturyLink, Circuit Pay.... $242.91
Frontier Comm., E911 Circuits .......

......................................... $70.87
Geo-Comm, Subscription... $5,697.00
Goldfield Telephone, Repair ...........

....................................... $119.12
Language Link, Interpreter....$12.31
MidAmerican, Utilities........ $147.54
Prairie Energy, Utilities ......
Windstream, Phone...........

Drainage Administration
Amazon, Folders.................. $41.94
Courtney Morris, Mileage ... $56.28
Rick Rasmussen, Mileage ... $56.28
Capital Projects

Central Lock, Doors........ $4,594.00
Hancock Woodworks, Plaque.........

$1,000.00

Oldson’s, Lobby.............. $1,414.30

Sadler, Lobby.................. $2,411.97
Debt Service Wind Farm UR

UMB Bank, Fees ............... $600.00

Debt Service Agribusiness UR
lowa Finance Authority, Loan .........
.................................. $25,190.00
UMB Bank, Fees................ $600.00
Local Emergency Management
CDW-G, Card reader .
Comm1, Phone......
Verizon, Phone.......... .
Wright Co. Communications
Hawkeye West, Pest control ... $65.00
Colleen Meier, Mileage....... $105.86
Visual Edge, Copier contract... $89.52
Co. Assessor Agency Fund
Amazon, Calendars/etc. ...... $80.94
BAsis Solutions, LLC, Consulting...
$510.00

Culligan, Water ... ....$10.00
US Cellular, Phone............. $182.63
Vanguard, Appraisal serv. ...$753.00
VISA, Credit Card.............. $703.86

Visual Edge, Copier contract... $83.31
Wells Fargo Fin., Copier Contract ..

Wr. Co. Aud.,
Agribusiness Park Water Supply
Thomas Ford, Operator Serv..........

.................................... $2,400.00
Hawkins, Azone................. $173.19
Prairie Energy, Utilities ...... $160.72
Grand Total................ $598,547.30
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WRIGHT COUNTY 2024 ANNUAL SALARIES

Wright County Annual Salaries
for 2024
As per the lowa Code Chapter
349.18, the salaries of persons
employed by the County shall be
published annually showing the
total amount of the annual salary.
Employee Name Gross Wage
Jeremy D Abbas. ...92019.36
R E Lee Aldrich...
Alec Amonson..
Alec Amonson..
Carlie Arens.
Alvin Bailey......

McKinley D Bailey
Denise D Baker ............... 86427.57
Jane EBangs.........c....... 43781.20

Jared Beecher. ... 5352411

Jarika Beecher.... ...67524.53
Nesha C Benton............... 14528.99
Rhonda M Benton................ 100.00

Cindy M Berger...
Elizabeth Bernal .

David P Bonin..

Dylan Bosch .... 63452.89
Zachary C Boyer. 58147.48
Marty Brandt....... ..100.00
Bradley L Brinkman 57134.00
Timothy E Brooks .. ..50.00
Brady Brott....... 5144.36
Dustin L Brott... 57969.26
John D Campbell ...150.00

Aaron Carda................. 92373.71
Darrel Steven Carlyle ...... 98494.60

Caleb Carmichael.. ...55251.61
Tess K Carrigan..... ...49227.26
Heather Chambers........... 59358.53
Michael J Chase.............. 57533.13
Dalton Chipp.... .

Levi Chipp . 56813.38

Heather D Christensen ... 53875.42

Kevin Clabaugh .. 57403.65
Bryan Claude..............c........ 150.00
Adam W Clemons .145828.00
Emily Cook ......covviviiieene 100.00
Sheila Cordero................. 71674.60
Kelly Corkill.......cccovvueunns 25605.15
Joseph E Corrow 70205.59
Mark Cramer.........c.ccccveeuenne. 150.00

Carrie Cruz-Covington..... 44527.68
Braden Deal............c........ 19965.16
David D Demory .
Kim Demory.....

Marion Denger....

Brandon DePuew ...57894.41
Jeremy D Dodge. .100501.97
Brian Ellis.......ccoccoiiiiiiiiins 50.00

Elizabeth H Ellis

Davanna Fedkenheuer ... 22608.17
Jeremiah Feltz
Jeremiah J Feltz.
Vicki J Fenske ................. 70475.14
Monica L Figueroa Juarez....8075.51
Ella Fineran .........ccccoeeviennees
Andrew J Flagge.
Aimee J Frohling.
Gary C Funnell .....................
Dustin D Gangstead......... 61029.29
Brady M Gose............

Matthew A Grimsley
Kelton D Gross......
Mark C Grundmeier ...
Timothy D Hamilton
Tamie J Harrison.

Carol A. Haupt.... ..400.00
Karl A Helgevold. 44434 .47
Kristyn M Hennigar 71099.19
Alan Hodson.......... ...56662.40
Jennifer E Hogrefe. ...48864.55
Jeremy M Hogrefe.......... 116040.60
Brittany Howieson................ 100.00
Jesse J Howieson.. 59795.59
Terry J Howieson... ...62501.16
Barry E Huedepohl.......... 95742.44
John Ingebritson.............. 46234.55
Chloe Johnson.... 54825.39

Laura Johnson. .

Andrea Jones .. 4230.78
Roger Kallem... ..50.00
Dean KlusS ........cccoveeeeenenne 100.00

Dean W Kluss.................. 44486.47
Amy Krueger. LATT52.77
Nathan Lahr.........ccccccoe... 54641.96
Sheryl D Larson................... 175.50
Tiffany A Larson 46961.92
Kathy Lehman . 66799.21
Mindy Loats..... 43364.59
Debra M Lukes 76288.87
Michele Lund ... 50249.02
Michael R Magee. .150.00
Brenda Majerus....... 50624.77
Katie M McCormick 62777.70
Sandra L McGrath .. 88427.27
Jordon McLaughlin . 58189.09
Nathan J McVey .. ..73412.75
April Meier ..........coeeenne 62305.10
Colleen G Meier............... 83753.23
James C Mewes.. .5223.56
Amanda M Meyer 51771.60
Barbara L Meyer.............. 51108.20
Jacob Moore..........ccceeuene 4777.50
Courtney E Morris 52172.28
Dennis Mraz ........... 600.00

Michelle D Murphy..
Adam M Nerlien...
Tonee Nicholas
Daniel Odland..
Christine Oliver
Laura L Olson ...
Martin Osterman.................... 50.00
Wendi M Palomino .
Eugene H Pals.....
Kevin Pals.......cccccocoveeieenneen. 150.00
Charles Peil ..........cccevuvennen.

Angela D Petersen .
Jennifer Peterson ... .
Anthony E Pieczko .......... 96926.74
Tiffon Pohlman................. 55536.63
Tiffon Pohlman. .4622.31
James Radke...
Blake Rasmussen...
Larry R Rasmussen

Eric D Rector....... 90245.54
Jacob Reed .. 65644.06
Logan Reed.. ..59418.82
Gloria Regnier ................. 46173.01
Ashley M Reiter ............... 55678.85
Brian Ring........ ..10302.00
Matthew A Ring 59213.65
Robert Ritter ... 50.00
Ross M Roberts............... 61139.24

Darren K Robinson. ..97767.71

Julie Rosenkilde ..... 1741175
Naomi K Rothman .. ..69699.32
Eric J Russell... ..73488.39
James Russell ........ ..17251.00
Jason T Schluttenhofer ... 129401.57

Peggy L Schluttenhofer ... 86541.57
Denise M Schumacher .... 38238.61
Mindy R Sherman...... ..63557.70
Joan E Shillinglaw .. ..52071.44

Eric R Simonson.. 116137.16
Peter R Smith .................. 55639.41
Joshua A Smock.............. 96083.48
Kim L Spangler .... ..18206.94

Marcus A Spangler . ..63677.98
Bret E State.........cc.cccceene 58101.74
Brian State...........cccccee.. 56819.63

37254.97
...150.00

Hannah L Stensland ..
Michael Stevens......
Debra K Stewart......
Raymond A Stockseth
Jon N Swenson ......

Bret C Thompson ...

Scott A Thompson .. ..400.00
William Thompson .. 56829.82
Todd J Timm..... 59895.79
Heath R Tulp.... 58353.44
Larry R Turner ..... ...600.00
Dave Vanderheiden............. 150.00
Nathanial Vento................ 55325.32
Aaron Wagner ...........c..ccceeee. 50.00

Dana E Wanken .................... 50.00
Angela Wesselink............ 53348.80
Mike Wibholm..........ccocovveine 50.00
Andrew L Yackle .. 66416.41
Raymond Zeien 94304.84
Daryl Zweifel............ccccco.ee. 150.00
Grand Totals................. 7334178.07
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GOLDFIELD CITY COUNCIL - JANUARY 15, 2025
Goldfield City Council

Budget Workshop

January 15, 2025
Mayor Gabe Fiscus called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. Council mem-
bers present: Crees, Meinke, Schermer, Petersen and Duncalf. Also pres-
ent: Jim Sisson, PW Superintendent, Kathy Nelson, City Clerk.
A special meeting was held to discuss the budget for FY 25-26.
Motion Duncalf, second Meinke to adjourn at 7:00 p.m.

Gabe Fiscus, Mayor
Kathy Nelson, City Clerk

Published in the Eagle Grove Eagle on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025

ORIGINAL NOTICE

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT
WRIGHT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
GUARDIANSHIP OF

E.A.P.,

MINOR CHILD.
CASE No.- JGJV0030445
ORIGINAL NOTICE
TO: Alirio Hernandez Lopez:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that
there is now on file in the office of
the Clerk of the above Court, a Peti-
tion for Appointment of Guardian for
Minor. The Attorney in this matter
is Megan A. Lantz, Dentons Davis
Brown, P.C., 215 10 th Street, Suite
1300, Des Moines, lowa 50309.
The Attorney’s phone number is
(515) 288-2500; and her facsimile
number is (515) 243-0654
You are further notified that this
case has been filed in a county
that uses electronic filing. You must
register through the lowa Judicial
Branch website at http://www.io-
wacourts.state.ia.us./Efile and ob-
tain a log in and password for the
purposes of filing and viewing docu-
ments on your case and of receiving

service and notices from the court.
For general rules and information
on electronic filing, refer to the lowa
Court Rules Chapter 16 pertaining
to the use of the electronic docu-
ment management system: http://
www.iowacourts.state.ia.us/Efile
For court rules on protection of per-
sonal privacy in court filings, refer to
Division VI of the lowa Court Rules
Chapter 16: http://www.iowacourts.
state.ia.us/Efile .

You are further notified that unless,
within 20 days after the third pub-
lication of this original notice, you
serve, and within a reasonable time
thereafter file a motion or answer,
in the lowa District Court for Wright
County, at the courthouse in Clari-
on, lowa, judgment by default will
be rendered against you for the re-
lief demanded in the petition.

If you require the assistance of
auxiliary aids or services to partici-
pate in court because of a disability,
immediately call your district ADA
coordinator at 515-576-6336 (If you
are hearing impaired, call Relay
lowa TTY at 1-800-735-2942).

Published in the Eagle Grove Eagle on Thursday, Jan. 16, 23, and 30, 2025

WRIGHT COUNTY BOS * JANUARY 6, 2025

January 6, 2025
The Board of Supervisors met as
Drainage District Trustees. To view
the minutes from the drainage
meeting, see the Drainage District
minutes on the County website.
Chairman Rasmussen called the
regular meeting of the Wright Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors to order at
9:19 a.m. Members present were
Rasmussen, Kluss, Bosch, Loux
and Ellis.
Motion by Ellis and seconded by
Bosch to approve the tentative
agenda. Motion carries.
Minutes of the previous regular
meeting of January 2, 2025 were
read and approved contingent on
correcting Board of Health mem-
ber from Karl Helgevold to Ashley
Bosch.
Approved claims for payment.
Motion by Kluss and seconded by
Bosch to receive the Sheriff monthly
revenue report. Motion carries.
Ryan Berven with Assured Part-
ners gave a health insurance up-
date. The base medical premium
has gone down by three percent
for FY2026 renewals. Avesis, vi-
sion insurance, will be increasing
by three percent for FY2026. The
Accident, Critical lliness and Volun-
tary AD&D coverages are in a rate
guarantee and will not be changing.
Berven continued to go through the
Wellness Program structure, Care-

bridge Employee Assistance Pro-
gram, Experience and Large Claim
Adjustments, Claims Summary, re-
newal summaries for Medical and
Vision, and the ISAC Accident cov-
erage through Voya.

Adam Clemons, Wright County En-
gineer gave an update on Second-
ary Roads department.

Julie Edwards, Executive Director
of UDMO, gave an annual update
explaining what funds donated
gets used for. UDMO is requesting
Wright County’s continued financial
support of $16,000.00. The funds
donated by Wright County will only
be used to support individuals with-
in our County.

Supervisor Rasmussen then pre-
sented a letter from Crisis Interven-
tion Services requesting funds. The
letter will be considered at a later
time.

Darrel Steven Carlyle, Economic
Development Director, informed the
Board that he was requested to fill
a vacant position on the Heart of
lowa Regional Housing Trust Fund
to represent Wright County. This will
be put on next weeks agenda.
Motion by Kluss and seconded by
Bosch to adjourn the meeting. Mo-
tion carries.

Rick Rasmussen, Chairman

Wright County Board of Supervisors
Deb Lukes, Wright County Deputy
Auditor

GOLDFIELD CITY COUNCIL * JANUARY 13, 2025

Goldfield City Council Meeting
January 13, 2025

The Goldfield Council met in regular
session on January 13, 2025 at the
Goldfield City Hall. Mayor Fiscus
called the council meeting to order
at 6:00 p.m. Council Members pres-
ent Petersen, Schermer, Crees,
Duncalf and Meinke. Also present
City Clerk, Kathy Nelson; PW Su-
perintendent Jim Sisson; Police
Captain, Mark Hennigar; WCED
Director DarrelSteven Carlyle; City
Attorney Lynn Seaba.

Motion by Crees, second Meinke to
approve the December 9th Session
minutes. Motion by Meinke, second
Schermer to approve the January
claims. All ayes. Motions carried.

CLAIMS REPORT
JANUARY

VENDOR, REFERENCE ... AMOUNT
A.D TECH SOLUTIONS, PRINTER
MAINTENANCE WATERPLANT ...

ACCESS SYSTEMS LEASING,
COPIER LEASE ................ 237.39
AGSOURCE LABORATORIES,
TESTING/SAMPLES ........... 91.50
BECK PERFORMANCE DIESEL,
MAINTENANCE CITY PUMPER ...

CITY OF EAGLE GROVE, POLICE
AGREEMENT JAN-MAR 2025 ......

.................................... 14,938.20
CITY OF GOLDFIELD, WATER/
SEWER-COMM. CENTER.....68.40
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP, WA-
TER PLANT SUPPLIES ...... 172.49
DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY,

FED/FICATAX .....ccce.e. 4,197.33
FERGUSON WATERWORKS
#2516, NEPTUNE SOFTWARE
ANNUAL FEE ................. 4,067.75
GOLDFIELD POST OFFICE, WA-
TER/SEWERBILLS .......... 149.52
GOLDFIELD  POST  OFFICE,
POSTAGE CITY HALL ........ 73.00
GOLDFIELD TELEPHONE CO,
PHONE/INTERNET ........... 443.18
HACH COMPANY, CHEMI-

CALS-WATER PLANT ....... 360.11
HAWKEYE WEST PEST CON-
TROL, PEST CONTROL COMM.
CENTER .....cccoiiiiiiiie 99.36
IOWA ONE CALL, LOCATES...7.20
IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOP,
UNEMPLOYMENT OCT-DEC 2024
..... 0.45
IPERS COLLECTIO PERS -
REGULAR ......c.cceeenn 2,144.78
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL, JOHN
DEERE MOWER LEASE ....503.58
K & K CONSTRUCTION, SAND ...

MID AMERICAN ENERGY, GAS/
ELECTRIC ......ccoveinee 2,629.22
MID-AMERICA PUBLISHING,
FALL CLEAN UP DAY ....... 100.65
MID-AMERICA PUBLISHING,
PUBLISHING LEGALS ........ 85.41
OMNISITE, ANNUAL SERVICE
RENEWAL FEE ............... 442.00
SEABALAW OFFICE, PLC, LEGAL
EXPENSE ........cccoviiin. 594.00
STATE OF IOWA, STATE TAX ......

...................................... 1,490.23
T & S SANITATION, GARBAGE
DECEMBER ..........ccccoeuuee 55.00

TREASURER STATE OF IOWA,
SALES USE TAX 2024.....2,452.93
TREASURER STATE OF IOWA,
WATER EXCISE TAX DECEMBER
2024 . 951.88
URNESS, PVC BALL VALVE... 19.99
VERIZON, SIMS CARD-WATER-

PLANT .o 40.01
VERIZON, SIMS CARD-WATER-
PLANT .o 40.01

W & H COOP, GAS/DIESEL ... 307.58
WRIGHT COUNTY FIREMANS AS-
SOC., 1-AM RESPONDING/YEAR-
LY SERVICE ......c.ccccoveneen. 197.65
WRIGHT COUNTY LANDFILL,
LANDFILL CONTRACT.... 3,968.75
Payroll Checks .............. 15,586.90
*+x REPORT TOTAL ***** .........

EXPENSES
GENERAL ........cceenee. 27,940.70
FIRE DEPT.. .1,245.79
ROAD USE..... .8,733.44
COMM.CENTER

FIRE DEPT. ....

ROAD USE TAX....

EMPLOYEE BENEFIT

LOST .o 6,148.57

DEBT SERVICE . ....984.89

COMM. CENTER .. ....400.00

WATER ... 18,580.61
11,940.18
54,775.66

Police Captain Mark Hennigar dis-
cussed the December dispatch re-
port.

PW Superintendent Jim Sisson
gave an update.

Motion by Schermer, second Dun-
calf to approve the Golden Well
liquor license. All ayes. Motion car-
ried.

Motion by Duncalf, second Meinke
to approve the 2nd reading of Ordi-
nance 187 parking in the berm. All
ayes. Motion carried.

Motion by Meinke, second Scher-
mer to approve receiving trees in
the spring for those who would like
to plant a tree. All ayes. Motion car-
ried.

Motion by Crees, second Peters-
en to approve the FY 25-26 library
contract of $6422. All ayes. Motion
carried.

Motion by Duncalf, second Meinke
to set the mileage rate to .70 for
2025. All ayes. Motion carried.
Council member Crees discussed
residents having dumpsters in town.
WCED DarrelSteven Carlyle men-
tioned the grant for up to $15,000 is
open for low income residents look-
ing to do home improvements. Any
further questions give him a call.
Motion by Schermer, second Crees
to adjourn at 6:36 p.m.

Kathy Nelson, City Clerk

Gabe Fiscus, Mayor
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EAGLE GROVE COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD MINUTES « JANUARY 13, 2025

Eagle Grove CSD
Regular Board Meeting
01/13/2025 -06:00 PM
Board Room Emerson Building
325 North Commercial
Eagle Grove, IA

MEETING MINUTES

MISSION STATEMENT: The Eagle
Grove Community School District,
in partnership with the communi-
ty, will promote in all students the
knowledge and skills necessary to
become independent thinkers, life-
long learners, and responsible pro-
ductive citizens

Attendees

Voting Members

Tracy Crail, Board President

Dr. Aaron Parrott, Board Vice Pres-
ident

Angie Capsel, Board Director
Amanda Willard, Board Director
Non-Voting Members

Jess Toliver, Superintendent

Nicole Boyer, Business Manager/
Board Secretary/SBO

Karissa Everson

Josh Schild

McKristie Willard

Community Members

Ed Lynn, Eagle Grove Eagle at 6:12
PM

1. Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM.
2. Roll Call

3. Welcome

4. Conflict Interest Declaration

No conflicts of interest were identi-
fied.

5. Communications and Celebra-
tions

The building principals provided
updates on activities happening in
their buildings.

6. Public Comment Cards

None.

7. Approve the Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda as
presented to the board.

Motion made by: Dr. Aaron Parrott
Motion seconded by: Angie Capsel
Voting:

Tracy Crail Yes

Dr. Aaron Parrott - Yes

Angie Capsel - Yes

Amanda Willard - Yes

8. Consent ltems

Motion to approve consent items as
presented to the board.

Motion made by: Dr. Aaron Parrott
Motion seconded by: Amanda Wil-
lard Voting:

Tracy Crail - Yes

Dr. Aaron Parrott - Yes

Angie Capsel - Yes

Amanda Willard - Yes

a. Minutes

b. Monthly Bills

c. Financial Statements

d. Resignations

e. Contracts

f. Open Enrollment Applications

9. TLC Update

No TLC update presented.

10. Early Retirements

Motion to approve the early retire-

ment as presented to the board.

Motion made by: Angie Capsel

Motion seconded by: Dr. Aaron

Parrott

Voting:

Tracy Crail - Yes

Dr. Aaron Parrott - Yes

Angie Capsel - Yes

Amanda Willard - Yes

11. Purchases over $25,000

No purchases over $25,000.

12. Early Graduation Requests

No early graduation requests.

13. Policy Updates

a. Review 300 Series

Reading)

Motion to approve the second ready

of the 300 series as presented to

the board.

Motion made by: Dr. Aaron Parrott

Motion seconded by: Amanda Wil-

lard

Voting:

Tracy Crail - Yes

Angie Capsel - Yes

Dr. Aaron Parrott - Yes

Amanda Willard - Yes

b. Quarterly Policy Updates

Motion to approve the quarterly pol-

icy update presented to the board.

Motion made by: Amanda Willard

Motion seconded by: Angie Capsel

Voting:

Tracy Crail - Yes

Dr. Aaron Parrott - Yes

Angie Capsel Yes

Amanda Willard - Yes

14. Board Member Reports

No board member reports.

15. Superintendent’s Report

Mr. Toliver held a facility meeting

and talked about options for mov-

ing forward and meeting all facility

needs. Having conversations with

another school district in regard

to work-based learning. We have

started receiving early resignations

for the 2024-25 school year, and will

look at numbers as we get closer to

the end of the school year in regard

to staffing for the 2025-26 school

year.

16. Adjourn

Motion to adjourn at 6:19 PM.

Motion made by: Angie Capsel

Motion seconded by: Amanda Wil-

lard

Voting:

Tracy Crail - Yes

Dr. Aaron Parrott - Yes

Angie Capsel - Yes

Amanda Willard - Yes

Board Secretary  Board President
GENERAL FUND BILLS FOR

APPROVAL - JANUARY 13, 2025

Activity Fund, PBIS, EL movie........

(Second

...................................... 2,438.95
Amazon Web Services, monthly
charge 20.47

Amazon, supplies ....
Arnold Motor Supply, supplies... 76.38
Art of Education University, sup-

plies ...1,704.57
Ballard & Tighe, supplies..... 106.00
Blomberg, Regina, consulting.........

...................................... 1,600.00
Boiler & Pressure Vessel Inspec-
tion, repairs.......c.ccceveeieeens 270.00
Bomgaars, supplies............. 175.63
Carolina Biological Supply Compa-
ny, supplies.......ccccoeeveveinens 248.79
Central lowa Dist, cleaning sup-
PlES .o 4,094.00
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows CSD, open
enrollment tuition ............ 53,408.05

Column Software, legal ....... 264.38
Comm1 Network, utilities.....535.65
Crescent Electric, supplies....487.01
Crisis Prevention Institute, supplies
745.35

31245
Eagle Grove Chamber of Com-
merce, dues 750.00
Eagle Grove City of, water.... 2,299.89
Eagle Grove Schools, wires....30.00
Elan Financial, meals/training/sup-
PlIES .o 1,389.97
Eocene, training 600.00
Fareway, supplies............. 1,072.03
Feld Security, inspections/monitor-
13T T 644,69
First Bank, safe deposit rent...40.00

Goldfield Access Network, tele-
phone service ..........ccoceeenen. 31.45
Gopbher, supplies.................. 489.06
Hawkeye West Pest Control,
monthly service.............c...... 190.00
Humboldt CSD, open enrollment
tuition ..o 64,762.73
ICCC, earlybird course ...95,778.72
Mackin, supplies.................. 925.17
Mad Rabbit Dezign, supplies..........

......................................... 260.00

Martin Brothers, supplies....... 64.35
Medical Enterprises, supplies.... 41.00
Menards, supplies ...............
MidAmerican, utilities..
NAPA, repair parts...............
Morningside University, coursework
...................................... 4,620.00
Pagel Repair, repairs... 1,638.00

Pesi, training.........cccoccveeeee 188.92
Printing Services Inc., supplies.......
........................................... 72.50

Rieman Music, supplies....... 161.49
Roosa, Radney, reimb. for meeting

exp... ....26.67
Schild, , ....62.06
School Bus Sales, repair parts.......

......................................... 441.81

School Specialty, supplies ... 327.94
Sherwin Williams, paint ....... 211.00
T & D Service, vehicle repairs ........
...................................... 1,702.76
Temeyer, Pauline, reimb for course
...................................... 1,845.00

Tew, Dwight, reimb for repairs ........

......................................... 249.95
Timberline Billing Service, medic-
A, 861.91
TKE, elevator maintenance con-
tract. .o 553.98

Trash Man, utilities ..............
Verizon, cell phones
W&H, fuel ......cccoveveennen.
Woodman Controls, repairs... 71.50
.................................. 272,765.57
PREPAID GENERAL FUND BILLS
FOR APPROVAL - JANUARY 13,
2025
MidAmerican, utilities........ 3,557.55
3,557.55
OFFICIALS - PREPAID IN DEC
(W/E 12/13 AND 12/20) -AP-
PROVED JAN 13, 2025
Appelgate, Brian, BB on 12/12........
......................................... 130.00
Barber, Tyler, WR 12/10 ...... 300.00
Becker, Jerry, JH BB on 12/16........

........................................... 95.00
Brandenburg, Fabian, WR on
12/19 e 175.00
Cartwright, Scotty, WR 12/10 .........

......................................... 300.00
Connor, Bryan, V BB on 12/17 .......

......................................... 130.00

Fett, Daniel, BB on 12/12 ....100.00
Hanson, Craig, BB on 12/12 ...130.00
Heetland, Lynn, V BB on 12/17 ......

......................................... 130.00
Hungerford, Rodney, JV BB on
12017 i, 100.00

EGCSD, retiree ins.............. 992.04
Town & County Insurance, 2017
Ford F550 insurance ........... 862.00

.................................... 11,542.54

PPEL BILLS FOR APPROVAL -
JANUARY 13, 2025
Amazon, supplies .303.96
C.H. McGuiness, supplies...4,242.88
Central lowa Distributing, supplies .

......................................... 761.00
Eagle Grove Greenhouses, repairs
...................................... 3,534.00
Full Warranty Bus Leasing, lease...
...................................... 4,580.00
Gordon Flesch, copier lease...........
....................................... 3,232.86
Hiway Truck Equipment, supplies...
...................................... 1,878.93
ICN, internet access............ 395.90
Kemna Auto of Fort Dodge, repairs
...................................... 7,583.04
Quadient, supplies............... 999.96

Rankin Communications, supplies .
.935.00
labor-...1,203.09
.................................... 29,650.62
ACTIVITY FUND BILLS FOR DE-
CEMBER, APPROVAL JANUARY

13, 2024
ADCRAFT-SUPPLIES...... 1,223.50
AMAZON-SUPPLIES .......... 212.45

ANDERSON, COURTNEY-REIM-
BURSEMENT SUPPLIES .....56.20
ATLANTIC COCA-COLA BOT-
TLING INC-SUPPLIES..... 1,398.53
CHAMPION TEAMWEAR-POMS...

......................................... 126.89
DAVIDSON, WHITNEY-MEDICAL
SERVICES .......cooiii 160.00

............ 100.00
....175.00
........... 300.00

Signorin, Craig, MS BB on 12/16....
........................................... 95.00
VanLou, Tim, V BB 12/16 .... 130.00
2,750.00

OFFICIALS - PREPAID IN JAN
(W/E 01/03 AND 01/10) - AP-
PROVED JAN 13, 2025
Appelgate, Brian, V BB 01/07.........

......................................... 130.00

Fett, Daniel,
Hungerford, Rodney, JV BB 01/07 .
......................................... 100.00

Whitehill, Scott, WR 01/07...175.00

Wintermote, Rusty V BB 01/07.......
......................................... 130.00

845.00
MANAGEMENT FUND BILLS

FOR APPROVAL - JANUARY 13,

2025
EGCSD, early retirement...9,688.50

SCRIPTION RENEWAL ........ 69.00
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES- HO-
TELS, TRACK WRESTLING, MU-

SICFEE.....coiiiiiiiin 481.22
FAREWAY STORE-SUPPLIES ......

......................................... 314.03
FOREST CITY CSD- TIC REGIS-
TRATION ....ooviiiricrie 170.00
GAME ONE-BASKETBALL UNI-
FORMS.......coooiiiiiie 5,309.17
GANGSTEAD, MIKAELA- MEDI-
CAL SERVICES................... 200.00
GEAR UP SPORTS

TRY FEE ....
HAUGLAND,

RY MOVIE DAY
IGHAU-SCORE SHEETS...... 15.00
IOWA CENTRAL COMMUNITY
COLLEGE-NCIBA HONOR BAND .

IOWA  FBLA-TRIP  TO
MOINES ........cociiiiiiin 350.00
IOWA HS ATHLETIC ASSOCIA-

TION- STUDENT COUNCIL CON-

FERENCE ... 320.00
IOWA SPORTS SUPPLY COMPA-
NY-BASKETBALLS .......... 2,822.20
J & J SPORTS- SUPPLIES............

...................................... 2.526.00
JOSTENS- AWARD PINS .....44.70
KREITLOW, AMBER-REIM-
BURSEMENT ..........ccccenee 110.00
MARTIN BROS DISTRIBUTING
CO INC-SUPPLIES.............. 380.97
MATBOSS LLC- VIDEO STATS .....

......................................... 599.00
MINNTEX CITRUS, INC-FRUIT
SALES ... 3,652.02
MUZZEY, SANDRA- REIMBURSE-
MENT SUPPLIES.................. 67.36
NCIBA-HONOR BAND REGISTRA-
TION ..o 30.00

NEWELL, ANDY-BODY COMPOSI-
TION TEST GIRLS WRESTLING...

......................................... 100.00
NINE AND DINE- TEAM MEAL ......
....375.00

PPLIES ...
...................................... 1,000.00
PARTY PRODUCTIONS- MUSI-
CAL RENTALS ....566.00
PASQUALE'S FOOD SER-
VICE-CONCESSION SUPPLIES ...
......................................... 107.10
PERSONALI-TEES-SUPPLIES......
......................................... 336.00
POPS PIZZA AND PUB-CAST
PARTY ..o 66.80
PUTNEY, AMY-REIMBURSEMENT
........................................... 98.95
SOUTH HAMILTON CSD-GIRLS
XCENTRY FEE .....ccccoovvene 60.00
SOUTH HAMILTON MUSIC
BOOSTERS-MS HONOR BAND
FEES ..o 140.00
SUNDANCE LANES- SPECIAL

OLYMPICS BOWLING. ........ 624.00
THURY, ELIAS-MUSICAL ...400.00
TROPHIES PLUS-AWARDS....194.78
WAL-MART STORES-SUPPLIES ..

WHITE, EMILY-MUSICAL....400.00
.................................... 31,467.56
NUTRITION FUND INVOICES
FOR DECEMBER, APPROVAL

JANUARY 13, 2024

AMAZON-SUPPLIES ............ 77.74
ANDERSON-ERICKSON  DAIRY-
MILK . 6,948.20

ATLANTIC COCA-COLA BOT-
TLING-SUPPLIES ....
BIMBO BAKERIES U

GENERAL FUND- SCHOOL FEE
TRANSFER ....
J & J SPORTS-
MARTIN BROS DISTRIBUTING
CO INC-SUPPLIES......... 30,010.63
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Trump Signs Executive Orders To
Kick-Start His Immigration Crackdown

By Ariana Figueroa

WASHINGTON — After
his inauguration as the 47th
president, Donald Trump
late Monday signed dozens
of executive orders that will
begin his immigration crack-
down at the southern border.

Trump officials early Mon-
day went into detail on those
orders in a call with report-
ers.

Among the most prom-
inent of the orders Trump
signed was a declaration of
a national emergency at the
U.S.-Mexico border.

“What this action does is it
deploys armed forces, erect
physical barriers by directing
(Department of Defense) and
(Department of Homeland
Security) secretaries to fin-
ish the wall along the border,
and allows for counter (Un-
manned Aircraft System)
capabilities near the south-
ern borders,” an incoming
Trump official said, speak-
ing on background. “In ad-
dition, specifically, it directs
the secretary of defense to
deploy additional personnel
to the border crisis, including
members of the armed forces
and the National Guard.”

Trump’s pick to carry out
his immigration plans, South
Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem,
completed her confirmation
hearing last week and is like-
ly to get a vote in the Senate
in the coming days.

Trump’s pick for defense

secretary, Fox News per-
sonality Pete Hegseth, was
grilled by Senate Democrats
during his confirmation hear-
ing, but is considered likely
to be approved by Republi-
cans when his nomination is
brought to the floor.
Emergency order

The national emergency
executive order at the south-
ern border also requires,
within 90 days, for the DOD
and DHS secretaries to sub-
mit a joint report to the pres-
ident “about the conditions
at the southern border of the
United States and any rec-
ommendations regarding ad-
ditional actions that may be
necessary to obtain complete
operational control of the
southern border, including
whether to invoke the Insur-
rection Act of 1807.”

The Insurrection Act of
1807 grants the president the
authority to deploy the U.S.
military domestically and
use it against Americans un-
der certain conditions, such
as domestic unrest like civil
disorder or rebellion.

Another executive order
ended several forms of le-
gal immigration such as the
use of humanitarian parole
programs for nationals from
Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, and
Venezuela. It also ended the
use of the CBP One app that
allowed migrants to make
appointments with asylum
officers. The app was shut

down within an hour of
Trump’s inauguration.

Noem had noted in her
confirmation hearing that on
Trump’s first day in office
the app would be suspended,
but that DHS would main-
tain the data collected.

Nearly 1 million migrants
have used the app to secure
appointments, according to
CBP data.

Later Monday, the ACLU
filed a suit in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of
Columbia, against the Trump
administration’s decision to
terminate the CBP One app.

That same executive order
also reinstated policies from
the first Trump administra-
tion such as the so-called Re-
main in Mexico policy.

Under that order, asylum
seekers were required to re-
main in Mexico — often in
dangerous  circumstances
— while their asylum cases
were pending in the courts,
something that can take
months or even years.

It also reinstated a ban
on so-called “catch and re-
lease,” which allows mi-
grants who are detained to
live in U.S. communities
while they await having their
asylum cases heard by an
immigration judge.

It also directs the Secretary
of DHS to establish contracts
in order to “construct, oper-
ate, control, or use facilities
to detain removable” immi-

grants.
The military and the
border

Additionally, the executive
orders will clarify the U.S.
military’s role in protecting
U.S. territory, the Trump of-
ficial said.

“What this action does is
it assigns the mission to seal
our borders and institutes
campaign planning require-
ments for the military,” the
official said. “The executive
order directs the military to
prioritize our borders and ter-
ritorial integrity and strategic
planning for its operations to
maintain sovereignty, terri-
tory integrity and security of
the U.S against all forms of
invasion, including unlaw-
ful mass migration, narcotic
trafficking, human smug-
gling, attacking and other
criminal activities.”

Trump also reinstated an
executive order from his first
administration, which issued
guidance on immigration en-
forcement policies to focus
on removing undocumented
immigrants. The Biden ad-
ministration rescinded that
order in 2021.

Asylum, birthright
citizenship

Some of the incoming ad-
ministration’s actions are
likely to face immediate le-
gal challenges. Officials said
they plan to move to end
asylum — something that
is in US. law — as well as

A supporter holds up a "Finish the Wall" sign at a
2018 campaign rally for President Donald Trump
at the International Air Response Hangar at
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport in Mesa, Arizona.
(Gage Skidmore/Flickr, CC BY-SA 2.0)

birthright citizenship, which
is guaranteed in the 14th
Amendment and affirmed in
an 1898 U.S. Supreme Court
case.

“The federal government
will not recognize automat-
ic birthright citizenship for
children of illegal aliens
born in the United States,” a
Trump official said.

Trump acknowledged
that the executive order he
signed regarding birthright
citizenship might face legal
hurdles.

“I think we have good
grounds,” Trump said in the
Oval Office.

One of the executive or-
ders Trump signed also
designates cartel groups as
global terrorists.

Another will suspend
refugee resettlement op-
erations for at least four
months, starting on Jan. 27.
The U.S. Office of Refugee
Resettlement handles un-

accompanied minors and
helps refugees settle into
the U.S. In fiscal year 2024,
the office resettled more
than 100,000 refugees in the
country.

Another executive order
will direct the attorney gen-
eral to pursue capital pun-
ishment — the death penal-
ty — for the murder of law
enforcement officials and
capital crimes committed by
people in the country with-
out legal authorization.

However, the White
House stated that the De-
partment of Justice intends
to seek the death penalty for
“illegal migrants who maim
and murder Americans.”

“This is about public
safety, and this is about
the victims of some of the
most violent, abusive crim-
inals we’ve seen enter our
country in our lifetime,” the
Trump official said. “And it
ends today.”

Biden Pardons His Family

By Ashley Murray

WASHINGTON — Hours
before his four-year term
ended, President Joe Biden
issued preemptive pardons
early Monday to several
officials and lawmakers
who have been the target
of incoming President-elect
Donald Trump’s threats of
retaliation as well as several
members of his family.

Biden pardoned retired
Gen. Mark Milley, Dr. An-
thony Fauci, members and
staff of the Select Commit-
tee to Investigate the Janu-
ary 6th Attack on the U.S.
Capitol, and Capitol and
D.C. Metropolitan Police
officers who testified before
the committee.

“I believe in the rule of
law, and I am optimistic
that the strength of our legal
institutions will ultimately
prevail over politics. But
these are exceptional cir-
cumstances, and I cannot in
good conscience do noth-
ing. Baseless and political-

ly motivated investigations
wreak havoc on the lives,
safety, and financial secu-
rity of targeted individuals
and their families,” Biden
said in a statement Monday
morning.

“Even when individuals
have done nothing wrong
— and in fact have done the
right thing — and will ulti-
mately be exonerated, the
mere fact of being inves-
tigated or prosecuted can
irreparably damage reputa-
tions and finances,” Biden
said.

Just last month during an
interview with NBC News’
“Meet the Press with Kris-
ten Welker,” Trump said
that Rep. Bennie Thomp-
son and former Rep. Liz
Cheney “lied” and “‘should
go to jail.” The Mississip-
pi Democrat and Wyoming
Republican led the panel
that investigated the Capitol
attack on Jan. 6,2021.

On that day a violent
mob of Trump supporters

marched to the Capitol —
at Trump’s urging — and
assaulted over 140 police
officers and caused upwards
of $2.8 million in damage to
the Capitol, according to the
Department of Justice.
Trump has promised to
pardon those who were con-
victed on or pleaded guilty
to charges related to the
attack, describing them as
“hostages,” “patriots” and
“warriors.” Approximately
1,580 have been charged,
according to the latest De-
partment of Justice figures.
Former U.S. Capitol Po-
lice Sgt. Aquilino Gonell,
who was among law en-
forcement officers to testify
before the Jan. 6 committee,
wrote on X Sunday that
“The law and order dude is
about to pardon those who
assaulted the police. Collec-
tively more than 40 rioters
attacked me that day.”
Milley was chair of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff during
Trump’s first administration

Members,

and continued into Biden’s
time in the Oval Office. The
retired general is on record
describing Trump as a “fas-
cist” and a “wannabe dicta-
tor.”

Milley has been the tar-
get of Trump’s ire after he
refused orders from Trump
— among them a directive
to send the military to quash
protesters in D.C. during a
wave of nationwide demon-
strations after the murder by
police of George Floyd in
Minneapolis.

Trump has called for polit-
ical retribution against Mil-
ley. The retired general has
been receiving “a nonstop
barrage of death threats”
since his retirement, accord-
ing to journalist Bob Wood-
ward.

Fauci, who led the U.S.
as the chief medical expert
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, has for years also
been the target of threats
and investigations from
congressional Republicans.

Fauci, Milley and
Jan. 6 Committee Members and Staff

Trump launched partisan
attacks on Fauci and began
name-calling the former
director of the National In-
stitute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases as early as
2020, describing him as “a
total disaster.”

Pardons for the Biden

family

Minutes before Trump
swore his oath of office, the
White House announced
Biden’s preemptive pardons
of his siblings and their
spouses.

They include James B.
Biden, Sara Jones Biden,
Valerie Biden Owens, John
T. Owens, and Francis W.
Biden.

“My family has been sub-
jected to unrelenting attacks
and threats, motivated sole-
ly by a desire to hurt me—
the worst kind of partisan
politics.  Unfortunately, I
have no reason to believe
these attacks will end,”
Biden said in a statement.

Biden said the pardons

“should not be mistaken as
an acknowledgment that
they engaged in any wrong-
doing, nor should accep-
tance be misconstrued as an
admission of guilt for any
offense.”

Rep. James Comer, the
Kentucky Republican who
chairs the House Committee
on Oversight and Account-
ability, said in a statement
that the “preemptive par-
dons for the Biden Crime
Family serve as a confes-
sion of their corruption as
they sold out the American

people to enrich them-
selves.”
Comer’s committee

limped along for years on
an investigation of Biden
that the GOP-led panel said
would lead to Biden’s im-
peachment, which did not
occur.

Comer said his commit-
tee’s investigation “will be
remembered as one of the
most successful ever con-
ducted by Congress.”

Trump Issues Pardons for 1,500 Defendants Charged in
Jan. 6 Attack on U.S. Capitol

By Ashley Murray

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump
on Monday night issued
sweeping pardons for nearly
all Jan. 6 defendants, eras-
ing accountability for those
who violently tried to stop
the certification of the 2020
presidential election results
on that date in 2021.

Behind the desk of the
Oval Office, Trump told re-
porters he signed a pardon

for nearly 1,500 defendants
who participated in the at-
tack and commuted the
sentences for several others
whose punishments require
“further research,” he said.

“We hope they come out
tonight. They’re expecting
it,” Trump said about the de-
fendants.

Journalists outside the
D.C. Central Detention Fa-
cility, where many Jan. 6
defendants are being held,

reported families began
gathering there Monday in
anticipation of the pardons.

The White House released
the names of 14 defendants
whose sentences Trump
commuted. They include
numerous right-wing militia
leaders convicted of sedi-
tious conspiracy.

Among them are Stewart
Rhodes of Texas and Kelly
Meggs of Florida, the found-
er and current leader of the
Oath Keepers, as well as
members of the Proud Boys,
including Joseph Biggs of
Florida, Ethan Nordean of
Washington, Zachary Rehl
of Pennsylvania, and Domi-
nic Pezzola of New York.

All remaining Jan. 6 de-
fendants convicted of crimes
related to the Capitol attack
received a “full, complete
and unconditional pardon,”
according to the order.

Trump praised the defen-
dants on the campaign trail
as “hostages,” “patriots” and
“warriors,” and pardoning
them became a major theme
of Trump’s rallies.

Former U.S. Capitol Po-
lice officer Harry Dunn said

the pardons marked a “dark
day in American history.”

“This decision is a betray-
al to the officers who were
severely injured — and died
— as a result of the insur-
rection. This decision puts
Americans at risk as these
violent criminals return to
their communities. These
pardons are a reflection of
what abuse of power looks
like and what we the people
are bound to witness over
the next four years,” Dunn
said in statement released by
the anti-Trump group Cour-
age for America.

The U.S. Department of
Justice launched its larg-
est-ever investigation fol-
lowing the attack that left
over 140 police officers in-
jured and upwards of $2.8
million in damage to the

Capitol.
As of early January the
department had charged

just over 1,580 people for
crimes related to the riot,
608 of whom were charged
with assaulting, resisting or
impeding law enforcement,
including nearly a third who
used a dangerous or deadly

weapon, according to the
department’s latest figures.

Weapons, and objects used
as weapons, brought on the
Capitol grounds ranged
from firearms and tasers to
chemical sprays and sharp-
edged weapons, including
knives, axes and even a
sword, according to the de-
partment.

Approximately 1,000
have pleaded guilty — 682
to misdemeanors and 327 to
felonies. Just over 200 de-
fendants were found guilty
at contested trials, including
10 who were convicted of
seditious conspiracy.

Earlier Monday, Trump
promised an overflow in-
auguration crowd in the
Capitol Visitors Center that
would deliver “action” for
the Jan. 6 “hostages.”

He slammed Biden’s pre-
emptive pardoning of the
“unselect committee of po-
litical thugs,” referring to the
former president’s Monday
morning action for members
and staff who served on the
House select committee that
probed the Jan. 6 Capitol at-
tack.

Biden also preemptive-
ly pardoned police officers
who testified before the
committee. The officers
have lambasted Trump’s
promise to pardon the riot-
ers.

Former U.S. Capitol Po-
lice Sgt. Aquilino Gonell,
one of the officers to receive
the pardon, said in a state-
ment Monday that he “was
just doing my job and fulfill-
ing my oath” when “Amer-
ican citizens attacked the
U.S. Capitol, injuring me
and my colleagues.”

“Thank you President
Biden for upholding our
nation’s democracy, for

your years of service to this
country, and — in your fi-
nal moments as Command-
er-in-Chief — issuing pre-
emptive pardons for me and
other loyal Americans. I did
not seek a pardon, and I did
nothing wrong. My family
and I are grateful for your
empathy and leadership.”
©Copyright 2025, lowa
Capital Dispatch. Published
under a Creative Commons
license. Read more at iowa-
capitaldispatch.com.
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Late Comeback Not
Enough To Overcome
West Hancock

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

A week ago, the Eagle
Grove Eagles and West
Hancock Eagles girls bas-
ketball teams met for the
second time this season.
Eagle Grove, who lost
62-28 on the road in West
Hancock in December, got
off to a slow start on Fri-
day, but played the “other”
Eagles much tighter this go
around.

Both teams struggled to
score in the 1st quarter, but
West Hancock took a 10-4
lead after a last minute
three.

In the 2nd quarter, Ken-
dra Schild sacrificed her
body by taking a charge,
and Taytum Edwards
scored on a putback and
again with a nice layup in
transition.

Starting forward Myah
Edwards was in foul trou-
ble early and sat for most
of the 2nd quarter, but she
checked in in the 3rd and
immediately got a basket.
Ellie Lenning got to the
hole for two, and Taytum
Edwards followed it with a
steal, fastbreak layup, and
free throw that cut the defi-
cit to seven.

Eagle Grove trailed 38-
26 to start the 4th quarter,
but Myah Edwards sank
a three and Salem Wil-
lard converted on two
free throws to reduce the
lead to single digits. Soon
after, Myah and Taytum
Edwards both fouled out.
Holly Anderson had a late
game scoring spurt, but
West Hancock made ad-
justments out of a timeout

and walked out with the
55-38 win.

Taytum Edwards fin-
ished with nine points and
three steals. Holly Ander-
son added seven points,

seven rebounds, and two
steals.

Lenning shot well and
finished with seven points.
Schild secured 12 boards
and scored six.

Holly Anderson vies for position.

Myka Anderson takes an open shot.

Two Wrestlers Earn Bronze
At Conference

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor
Eight schools from the
Top of Iowa Conference met
in Saint Ansgar on Friday
for their conference girls
wrestling meet.
Catherine Orozco would
win two and lose two in St.

Ansgar. The 19-10 light-
weight won by fall over
Kesley Roedel of Lake Mills
and had a 10-5 decision over
a Saint Ansgar wrestler on
her way to 3rd place.
Jaymie Anderson wrestled
at 115 and picked up two
victories by fall. The junior

fought her way to the 5th
round, but was defeated via
fall by 32-2 Mariah Michels
of Saint Ansgar to finish 3rd
overall.

Keylyee Collins weighed
in at 125 for Eagle Grove
and placed 6th.

Wright County Pool League

TEAM STANDINGS: Pool Report
# Name Rnd Rnd Pts+ Pts +* Wins Loss Win % Avg*
WL sponsored by

1 Moes 28 8 698 695 54 27 6667 858
2 Wizards 22 14 663 639 45 36 5556 7.89
3 Rookies 20 16 642 630 45 36 5556 7.78
4 StrokersandPokers 18 18 664 652 45 36 5556 805
5 Faque 18 18 627 612 37 44 4568 756
6 Replacements 17 19 639 639 44 37 5432 789
7 Motley Cue 13 23 604 592 34 47 4198 731
8 Kim Jong Pool 8 28 544 499 21 61 2469 616

*No Handicap
PLAYER STANDINGS:
# Name Team(s) Pts+ Pts- Diff* Gms Wins Loss Win% Avg+
1 Dave Walker Wizards 240 163 7 27 22 5 8148 889
2 Steve Martin Moes 240 166 74 27 21 6 7778 889
3 Zach Martin Rookies 231 168 63 27 19 8 7037 856
4 Mike Rolo Strokers and Pokers 228 184 44 27 17 10 6296 844
5 Steve Evans Moes 228 206 22 27 16 1 5026 844
6 Dick Stumpf Moes 227 180 47 27 17 10 6296 841
7 Alec Martin Rookies 221 202 19 27 16 n 5926 819
8  Jason Stumpf Replacements 219 207 12 27 14 13 5185 817
9  Daryl Ward Motley Cue 216 208 8 27 13 14 4815 8
10 Steve Gordon Wizards 21 205 6 27 13 14 4815 7.81
11" RyanGardalen  Faque 207 212 5 21 12 15 4444 767
12 Derrick Linn Strokers and Pokers 206 176 30 24 15 9 62.5 8.58
13 Denny Gardalen  Faque 206 201 5 27 14 13 5185 763
14" Brandon ThompsonReplacements 202 202 O 27 14 13 5185 748
15 DartHumphrey — Motley Cue 202 216 -4 27 12 15 4444 748
16 Keith Larue Faque 199 214 -15 27 1 16 40.74 737
17" Eric Hogle Replacements 196 169 27 24 15 9 625 817
18 Jeff Asmus StrokersandPokers 192 220 28 27 1 16 4074 71
19 Tom Thielen Wizards 188 231 -43 27 10 17 3704 696
20 Blake Jackson  Rookies 78 228 50 27 10 17 3704 659
21 Kyle Disney Kim Jong Pool 152 246 -94 27 6 21 2222 563
22 DeanKirstein Replacements 145 M 26 21 9 12 4286 69
23 Adam Russel Kim Jong Pool M3 167 -54 18 3 15 1667 628
24 BrantBuhr Motley Cue m 116 -5 15 6 9 40 74
25 Kelly Hil Kim Jong Pool m 19 -58 18 3 15 1667 617
26 Colt Allen Motley Cue 63 109 -46 12 3 9 25 525
27 Jeff Linn Strokers and Pokers 26 22 4 4 3 1 6667 867

*No Handicap

The Eagles run an out of bounds play vs. West Hancock. (Photos by Taylor Smith)

Trio of Eagles Place 4th in Perry

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

A few days after a tough
outing in Lake Mills,
boys wrestlers from Eagle
Grove travelled to Dal-
las County for Saturday
morning’s Perry Invita-
tional.

15 schools competed,
and the Eagles finished
I1th with a team score
of 65.5. West Delaware,
Manchester won the tour-

nament with a score of
225.5.

Andrew Orozco was
one of Eagle Grove’s top
finishers. The freshman
placed 4th at 113 Ibs. af-
ter earning major decision
and fall wins. James Deck-
er of West Marshall beat
him via tech fall in the 3rd
place match.

Dylan Terwilliger (120)
wrestled his way to the 5th
place match, but lost by

fall to a Sergeant Bluff-Lu-
ton grappler.

Hunter Waldo-Martinez
went 3-2 at 126 for 4th
place, and Jackson Bab-
cock placed 8th at 138.

Jayden Kreitlow (175)
won twice by fall and once
by decision for 7th. The ju-
nior’s record now stands at
22-13.

Jesus Baez would win a
decision and pin a man on
his way to 4th place at 285.
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Morris Secures Double-Double
In Win Over West Hancock

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

The 2-11 West Hancock
Eagles arrived in The
Grove on Friday night for a
boys basketball conference
battle against the purple
and gold.

Shortly after tip-off, Jax-
on Morris beat the shot
clock with a three and fin-
ger rolled a layup on the
break to give EG a 7-0
lead. Josh Miller added five
1st quarter points, and Issi-
ac Williams subbed in and
showed off his baby hook.

A pair of Adrian Whipple
threes helped EG push their
lead to 19-points in the 2nd

quarter.

The home student section
showed some love after
Williams hit from distance
in the 3rd quarter, and
Whip converted twice on
strong drives to the basket.

Eagle Grove led 45-30
going into the 4th, but West
Hancock took advantage
of turnovers and quickly
brought the deficit back
down to 10. In crunch time,
Morris answered the call
and calmly guided his team
to a 54-39 win.

Morris shot 54% from the
field and finished with 19
points and 11 boards. The
senior also had three steals

and two blocks for Eagle
Grove. This season, Jaxon
averages 14.6 points per
game and a team-high 2.3
steals per game.

Miller shot 63% from the
field and dropped 12 points
with eight rebounds, four
assists, and three steals.

Whipple struggled with
his shot early, but ended
the night with 11 points,
four steals, and a team-
high five assists. Williams
scored five off the bench,
and sophomore Gavin
Pedersen showed his ver-

satility with six points, 10
rebounds, four assists, and
three steals.

Adrian Whipple and Josh Miller get back on
defense after a free throw.

ESPN reporters covered the West Hancock game from the sidelines.

Issiac Williams calls for the ball against West
Hancock. (Photos by Taylor Smith)

Schafer Goes 3-0
in Mitchell County

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

On January 14, the Ea-
gle Grove boys wrestling
team competed against
North Butler-Clarksville,
Newman Catholic, and
St. Ansgar in a Top of
Iowa quad held at St. An-
sgar High School.

In a head-to-head with
North Butler-Clarksville,
Hunter Waldo-Martinez
(126), Hayden Schafer
(157), and Jesus Baez
(285) all pinned their op-
ponents, but the Eagles
were defeated 42-29.
Jayden Kreitlow won a

19-4 technical fall at 190
Ibs.

Against Newman Cath-
olic, Schafer, Baez, Ethan
Schreiber  (106), and
Dylan Terwilliger (120)
all earned 1st period falls.
The Eagles forfeited four
weight classes, but still
prevailed 42-36.

Schafer wrapped up his
perfect quad with a 19-4
technical fall over Jevin
Dammen of St. Ansgar.
Carter Bjorklund wres-
tled at 165 and pinned his
man in under a minute to
help lead the Eagles to a
41-36 team win.

—UPCOMING—
SPORTS
SCHEDULE

Thursday, Jan. 23

® Varsity Esports vs.
Okoboji, 4:00 p.m.

e 7th/8th Grade Girls
Basketball @ West
Hancock, 4:15 p.m.

¢ Boys JJV Basketball
vs. West Hancock @ EG
Elementary, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 24

o Girls JV/Varsity
Basketball vs. Bishop
Garrigan @ EG
Elementary, 4:00 p.m.
® Boys JV/Varsity
Basketball vs. Bishop
Garrigan @ EG
Elementary, 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 25
® Boys Varsity
Wrestling (Top of lowa
Conference Meet) @ St.
Ansgar, 10:00 a.m.

Monday, Jan. 27

e Junior High Boys
Wrestling @ Newman
Catholic, 4:15 p.m.

e 7th/8th Grade Girls
Basketball vs. Forest
City @ EGHS, 4:15 p.m
¢ Boys JJV Basketball
vs. North lowa @ EG
Elementary

Tuesday, Jan. 28

e Girls JV/Varsity
Basketball @ Lake
Mills, 4:15 p.m.

® Boys JV/Varsity
Basketball @ Lake
Mills, 5:00 p.m.

e Varsity Boys Wrestling
vs.C-G-D @ EG
Elementary, 6:00 p.m.

Eagles Battle At Home Quad

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

Girls wrestling teams and
fans from Humboldt, Webster
City/Clarion-Goldfield-Dows,
and Northwood-Kensett braved
frigid Monday temperatures for
a varsity quad at Eagle Grove
Elementary. The three grapplers
that took the mat for Eagle Grove
went a combined 5-1 against
some formidable local competi-
tion.

Two-time state qualifier Jay-
mie Anderson wrestled first
for the Eagles in their dual vs.
Humboldt. The 120-pounder
earned near fall points in the 1st
period of her match with Emi-
lie Schriber and held a 6-0 lead
going into the 2nd. Anderson
pinned Schriber in 4:15 and put
six points on the board for Eagle
Grove.

Next, Keylyee Collins wres-
tled Madison Parker at 125, los-
ing via technical fall (19-3) in the

2nd period.

Catherine Orozco outclassed
Humboldt’s Letty Jenson at
100, winning by fall in 1:30.
The loaded Wildcat squad won
10 matches by forfeit and de-
feated EG 65-12.

All three Eagles won their
matches against a combined
Webster City and Clarion-Gold-
field-Dows team. Anderson
pinned Marlee Thompson in
1:25, and Collins led for the
majority of her match before
winning by fall over Isabelle
McNeil in the 3rd period. Oroz-
co dominated Amielia Lindsey,
winning via fall in just 57 sec-
onds. There were double for-
feits at seven weight classes,
but the Lynx escaped with the
24-18 dual win.

Eagle Grove and North-
wood-Kensett did not face each
other due to having no weight
classes in common. Humboldt
defeated WC/C-G-D 66-11.

Keylyee Collins wrestled at 125 for Eagle Grove.

Catherine Orozco pinned a Lynx wrestler in under

a minute.

Jaymie Anderson won both of her matches at the
Eagle Grove Quad. (Photos by Taylor Smith)
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