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City Council Approves Equipment Loan
By Edward Lynn, 

Editor
The Eagle Grove City 

Council voted Monday 
night to move forward with 
a General Obligation Cor-
porate Purpose Loan Agree-
ment. The loan, originally 

proposed at $315,000 but 
increased to $350,000, will 
finance city equipment re-
placements, including a 
loader, cemetery mowers, a 
water department van, storm 
water pumps, and communi-
cation radios.

Resident Dick Callahan 
voiced concerns about the 
timing and justification for 
the loan, citing the city's $4.8 
million surplus and ques-
tioning whether the expendi-
ture should be delayed until 
the next budget cycle.

“Why not delay this, any 
needed expenditures, and put 
it in next year's budget," Cal-
lahan suggested. "We have 
to find a lender now and ne-
gotiate a loan agreement and 
then pay interest on money 
that we really don't at the 

moment, need."
Callahan also questioned 

the city's financial manage-
ment, stating, "a recent audit 
showed that the city had a 
$4.8 million surplus, and last 
year’s surplus was $2 mil-
lion over the previous year's 
surplus. So it seems like we 
had cash available. But that's 
clouded by the back step last 
year's budget, according to 
the auditor, with several ac-
counts that were over bud-
get. I don't understand how 
that happened. He also said 
that we couldn't reconcile the 
bank statements. And that's 
kind of basic, you know."

City Administrator Bryce 
Davis explained that financ-
ing the purchase through a 
loan rather than using sur-
plus funds allows the city to 

maintain cash reserves for 
larger infrastructure projects.

Davis further justified the 
loan by detailing specific 
needs. “The number one 
reason for the increase from 
$315,000 to $350,000 is the 
loader. Our current one is 
12 years old, and we replace 
them every 10 years," Davis 
said, noting we are two years 
overdue in replacing it, and 
that the price has jumped 
from $90,000 to $150,000 
plus trade-in. The city is also 
replacing a 1996 pickup, an 
old Chevy Astro van that had 
a bungee cord holding the 
door shut, and two cemetery 
mowers that have exceed-
ed their lifespan, and cost 
$18.000 each.

Davis emphasized the im-
portance of keeping cash on 

hand for future critical infra-
structure repairs. Noting that 
upcoming major expenses 
will ultimately include a 
quarter-million-dollar street 
sweeper, a $400,000 jet vac 
truck, and eventually, the 
replacement of our water 
plant.

Davis also explained the 
role that decreasing inter-
est rates play in choosing 
a loan.  "If we have 4 mil-
lion into an interest bearing 
account, which generates 
about $200,000 a year right 
now, interest rates are tick-
ing down, so we're at about 
3.8%," he noted. "So if our 
borrowing, interest rate is 
close to that, it's pretty much 
a wash, right? What we earn, 
but we still have the cash on 
hand. So if we have some-

thing catastrophic happen, 
and like he said, it might 
take a while to get a loan, 
but we have enough money 
to start a project with cash 
and then get a loan to, like, 
reimburse."

City Attorney Lynn Seaba 
added some more context, 
explaining that this method 
avoids more taxation. "You 
don't ever want to deplete 
your cash reserves. You 
know, you could add it, sure, 
you could add it to the bud-
get, do budget amendments, 
and then increase your tax 
levy, right? But, you know, 
when you're doing fiscal 
management, Bryce has a 
pretty good handle on this. 

By Edward Lynn, 
Editor

The city council ap-
proved a development 
agreement with First Bank 
on Monday, authorizing 
tax increment financing 
(TIF) payments not to ex-
ceed $400,000 to support a 
downtown project.

“This is for the project 

downtown, where taxing 
payments will not exceed 
$400,000,” said City Ad-
ministrator Bryce Davis. 
“Typically, we do 50% 
of your taxes get rebated 
back to you over a 10-year 
time span, not to exceed 
$400,000. Based on their 
development, it’s unlikely 
that they’ll pay $400,000 

in taxes over 10 years. So 
they’d like to increase that 
to 70%, which means the 
city maintains 30%, and 
once they pay their taxes, 
we’ll reimburse 70% twice 
a year and not to exceed 
$400,000.”

Buildings including the old J & J Sports location 
after being demolished as the ground was prepared 
for future development. (Photo by Edward Lynn)

Development Agreement 
Between City and

First Bank Approved

Amanda Rink,
Mid-America Publishing

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources is in-
vestigating whether Day-
break Eggs, south of Eagle 
Grove, has released waste-
water high in ammonia into 
a nearby creek that flows 
into the Boone River.  

DNR Environmental 
Specialist Daniel Watterson 
confirmed that an investi-
gation is ongoing with am-
monia testing coming back 
positive, but the source of 
the ammonia is still unclear. 
Watterson is also unsure 
how far down the creek 
the ammonia could have 
leached. The creek in ques-
tion, identified on maps as 
Ditch #49, runs north of the 
facility and could carry con-
taminants downstream.

Daybreak Eggs primari-

ly processes eggs, includ-
ing washing and breaking 
them. While the company’s 
wastewater is supposed to 
be piped to the Eagle Grove 
treatment facility, investi-
gators are examining how 
ammonia may have made 
its way into a stormwater 
pond on-site. Watterson 
noted that there should 
not be anything but clean 
stormwater in the pond. 
However, a potential spill 
or overflow could have al-
lowed contamination to en-
ter the creek. 

Adding to the concern, 
the Boone River is used 
by at least one area farmer 
south of Daybreak Eggs 
to water cattle. Recent re-
search suggests that avian 
flu can be transferred to 
cows through wastewater. 
This raised alarms about 

the potential impact on 
livestock in the area. When 
asked about the significance 
of the issue, Watterson ac-
knowledged the concerns, 
sharing that “it is a puzzle” 
as to why there would be 
any ammonia-laden water 
in the stormwater pond. 

One challenge in the in-
vestigation has been winter 
conditions. When Watter-
son initially visited the site 
late last week, thick ice 
covered the pond and creek, 
making sampling difficult. 
However, with the recent 
warmer weather, he hopes 
gathering samples will be 
easier. 

Daybreak Eggs has pre-
viously faced scrutiny for 
wastewater management. 
Before connecting to the 
Eagle Grove system sever-
al years ago, the company 
land-applied its wastewater, 
leading to concerns about 
runoff entering local water-
ways.

The Wright County Pub-
lic Health Department is 
aware of the situation but 
declined to comment with 
The Wright County Mon-
itor. While there has been 
no official public notice yet, 
Watterson stated further de-
velopments could prompt 
additional action.

For now, Area farms 
and residents who rely on 
the Boone River for water 
should receive additional 
information as it becomes 
available.

More Charges for Former Eagle Grove Officer

Colt Allen Richardson

By Amanda Rink, 
Mid-America Publishing

A former Eagle Grove po-
lice officer has been arrested 
following an investigation 
into allegations of miscon-
duct involving a minor. The 
Wright County Attorney’s 
office has added another 
charge after their investiga-

tion.
According to a press re-

lease from the Wright Coun-
ty Attorney’s Office, Colt 
Allen Richardson was taken 
into custody on January 13, 
2024.

Authorities say the inves-
tigation uncovered evidence 
of criminal violations both 

while he was on duty as a 
police officer and off duty.

The Iowa Division of 
Criminal Investigation 
(DCI) has charged Richard-
son with Dissemination and 
Exhibition of Obscene Ma-
terial to a Minor, a serious 
misdemeanor.

After reviewing the case, 

the Wright County Attor-
ney’s Office added a charge 
of sexual exploitation of a 
minor, a Class D felony.

The Wright County Sher-
iff’s Office carried out the 
arrest, with assistance from 
the DCI, the Eagle Grove 
Police Department, and the 
Wright County Attorney’s 

Office.
Assistant Wright Coun-

ty Attorney Joseph Cor-
row shared in a written 
statement, “Any criminal 
charges are merely an accu-
sation, and all suspects are 
presumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty in a 
court of law.”

Ditch 4, on the outskirts of Eagle Grove, is near 
Daybreak Foods. But it’s Ditch 49 that’s under 
investigation. (Photo by Edward Lynn)

See CITY COUNCIL: 
Page 3A

The vacant lot where J&J once stood, now ready for 
development. With the current home of it’s proposed 

new resident in the background. (Photo by Edward Lynn)

The Daybreak Foods plant, on the north edge of Eagle Grove.
(Photo by Edward Lynn)

Ongoing Investigation Into 
Possible Contamination 

from Daybreak Eggs See FIRST BANK:
Page 3A

Girls Wrestlers 
Wrap Up Season 
In Osage • 9A

Middle Schoolers Take 
Part in Honor Band • 1B
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Years Strong 
& Growing!

UNI releases Fall 2024 
graduation and dean’s lists
The University of North-

ern Iowa is proud to recog-
nize the academic accom-
plishments of students each 
semester by announcing the 
graduation and dean’s lists. 
These lists highlight the 
hard work and dedication of 
students who have excelled 
in their studies.

To qualify for the dean’s 
list, students must have 
achieved a grade point aver-
age of 3.50 or higher while 
completing at least 12 se-
mester hours, with at least 
one semester hour of graded 
credit.

Join us in celebrating the 
success of our Panther stu-
dents as they continue to 
make UNI proud!

Dean’s List 
Belmond, IA:
Addie Buseman
Leslie Carlos
Emma Carlson
Kaleb Carlson

Cristina Garza
Bailey Johnson
Grace Sheehan
Claudia Simonson
Valeria Torres
Acelia Watts
Clarion, IA:
Lauren Brooks
Shannon Brooks
Deborah Coldiron
Alexander Greving
Katherine Lopez
Owen Tew
Nicole Waters
Dows, IA:
Anthony Ramos
Eagle Grove, IA:
Madison Axtell
Elinor Jensen
Heather Mack
Shanlyne Pineda-Mendez
Hannah Sampson
Goldfield, IA:
Reagan Goodell
Alaura Lewis
Paige Nelson
Kayla Potratz

Kanawha, IA:
Kara Legleiter
Meservey, IA:
Benjamin Eckhoff
Rowan, IA:
Jaace Weidemann

Congrats Grads!
Belmond, IA:
Leslie Carlos – Bachelor 

of Arts, Interactive Digital 
Studies

Valeria Torres – Bachelor 
of Arts, Elementary Educa-
tion

Clarion, IA:
Katherine Lopez – Bache-

lor of Arts, Elementary Ed-
ucation

Gavin Wilson – Bachelor 
of Arts, Family Services

Goldfield, IA:
Paige Nelson – Bachelor 

of Arts, English Teaching
Kanawha, IA:
Kara Legleiter – Bachelor 

of Arts, Early Childhood 
Education

Local Teachers Awarded Grants
The Iowa Agriculture Lit-

eracy Foundation (IALF) 
has awarded nearly 120 
grants to schools across 
Iowa to bolster the inte-
gration of agriculture into 
classroom instruction and 
after-school programs with 
an academic focus.

The Agriculture in the 
Classroom (AITC) Teach-
er Supplement Grants are 
designed to help teachers 
initiate new projects and/
or expand upon existing 
programs that promote agri-
culture literacy for students. 
Grants can be used to fund 
innovative lessons, activi-

ties, classroom resources, 
guest speakers, outreach 
programs, field trips, and 
other projects. Teachers re-
ceived up to $200 to fund 
their projects.

Some of the innovative 
projects launching this 
spring include farm robot-
ics, culinary and nutrition 
programs, crop and animal 
lifecycles, tree propagation, 
pollinators, ecosystems, re-
newable energy, aquapon-
ics, farm-to-fork projects, 
dairy field trips, egg hatch-
ing, and agricultural history 
tours.

The grants are made pos-

sible through organizations 
and individuals, including 
the Iowa Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (IFBF). Ronnette 
Vondrak, IFBF’s Commu-
nity Relations manager, em-
phasized the importance of 
agricultural literacy in rec-
ognizing agriculture’s value 
and impact. “The Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation is proud 
to support teachers in their 
classrooms. Agricultural lit-
eracy is crucial in fostering 
a deeper appreciation of ag-
riculture’s influence, both in 
Iowa and globally.”

Local Recipients: 
• Kendra Haugen, Richard 
O. Jacobson Elementary, 
Belmond 

• Tanja Jensen, Clarion 
Elementary, Clarion 

• Jordan Omvig, Robert 
Blue Middle School, Ea-
gle Grove 

About the Iowa Agricul-
ture Literacy Foundation

Iowa is the leading 
producer of agricultural 
products that are essential 
to feed a growing world 
population. The Iowa 

Agriculture Literacy Foun-
dation (IALF) believes it 
is important for all Iowans 
to understand the essential 
role agriculture has in their 
lives. Through Agriculture 
in the Classroom efforts, 
IALF engages with teach-
ers and students throughout 
Iowa. IALF is supported 
by the Iowa Corn Growers 
Association, Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation, Iowa 
Pork Producers Associa-
tion, Iowa Soybean Associ-
ation, GROWMARK, Iowa 
Beef Industry Council, Iowa 
Turkey Federation, Corteva 
Agriscience, Iowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship, Midwest 
Dairy, Iowa Farm Bureau 
Financial Services, Nutrien, 
and others in support of 
strengthening agriculture 
literacy among pre-kinder-
garten through 12th-grade 
teachers and their students. 
For more information, visit 
IALF online at www.Io-
waAgLiteracy.org. 

Putneys welcome 
baby girl

Jacob and Amanda Putney of Goldfield have welcomed 
their first child, a baby girl named Wyatt Eleanor-James 
Putney. She was born on Jan. 27, 2025, weighing 8 pounds. 

Her grandparents are Roxanne Putney of Clarion, and Brent 
and Renee Evje of Eagle Grove. 

Wagners welcome 
baby boy

Aaron and Bre Wagner of Eagle Grove are pleased to 
announce the birth of a boy.

Arlo John Wagner was born on Jan. 31, 2025, weighing 8 
pounds, 13 ounces. He joins siblings Abe (5) and Vera (2). 

Grandparents are Arnie and Vicki Wagner of Eagle Grove 
and Bryan and Deb Branderhorst of Prairie City.

Great grandparents are Lucile Wagner of Eagle Grove, 
Shary Branderhorst of Monroe, and Bill and Karen Elrod of 
Prairie City.

County Supervisors Working on Pipeline Setbacks Ordinance
The Wright County Board 

of Supervisors gave infor-
mation on the next steps in 
approving an ordinance on 
property setbacks for pipe-
lines at a brief meeting held 
February 3.

Jeremy Abbas of Planning 
and Zoning explained that 
an ordinance used by oth-
er counties is available, but 
that ordinance has not been 

considered by Planning and 
Zoning. Julie Glade then 
asked the board what their 
next steps would be.

Supervisor Betty Ellis re-
sponded, “I’d like to review 
it and see what’s going on 
in other counties and if they 
have had any resistance at 
all.” Ellis said the board 
could approve the first two 
readings of the ordinance 

and wait on the third.  “If 
something comes down the 
pike and we have to pass 
something, we could do the 
third reading and be done,” 
Ellis said.

Bob Ritter told the board 
that he listened to the Greene 
County Board of Supervisors 
meeting that morning, which 
included a report from Riley 
Gibson of Summit Carbon 

Solutions. Ritter said one of 
the supervisors mentioned 
that updated recommenda-
tions from the Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration now put the 
proposed carbon capture 
pipeline too close to his 
property. In addition, some-
one mentioned an artesian 
well that is not included on 
the pipeline map. The SCS 

representative did not know 
what an artesian well was or 
how the pipeline could affect 
other wells nearby.

In other business, the 
board:

–– heard that the Voss 
Quarry Bridge has been 
completely removed and the 
contractor is preparing to in-
stall pilings for abutments;

— heard from the public 

health director that cases of 
Influenza A are ramping up 
in Wright County. She said 
flu shots are available from 
public health for people who 
have no insurance or are un-
der-insured;

— approved the claims 
after the recipient of a $375 
invoice was corrected;

— and approved the trea-
surer’s semi-annual report.

Free Naloxone Available at Wright County Public Health
Clarion, Iowa – Admin-

istrator Sandy McGrath 
announced recently that 
Wright County Public 
Health has been certified as 
a free Naloxone (also known 
as Narcan) distributor.

“This is great news for 
Wright County because it 
can, and will, save lives,” 
said McGrath.

Naloxone is used to re-
verse and block the effects 
of opioids including, but not 
limited to, fentanyl, heroin, 
oxycodone, and morphine. 
It is safe to give to people 
of all ages, including in-
fants. In addition, it is not 
harmful if given to someone 

believed to have overdosed 
but actually did not use an 
opioid.

Introduced during the 
Iowa 90th General Assem-
bly (House File 595), legis-
lation passed allowing spec-
ified entities the authority to 
distribute an opioid antago-
nist such as Naloxone to in-
dividuals defined as a person 
in a position to assist. These 
entities have the authority to 
distribute NARCAN® pro-
vided to them by the Iowa 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. Wright 
County Public Health is a 
participant of this initiative.

A person in a position to 

assist is defined as a family 
member, friend, caregiver, 
community-based organi-
zation, health care provider, 
employee of a substance 
abuse treatment facility, 
school employee, first re-
sponder as defined in sec-
tion 147A.1, or other per-
son who may be in a place 
to render aid to a person at 
risk of experiencing an opi-
oid-related overdose (Iowa 
Code Section 135.190).

If you would like more in-
formation, you are encour-
aged to call (515) 532-3461 
or stop by their new location 
at 120 First Avenue NW, 
Clarion, Iowa. The facility 

is open Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m.

Some of the services of-
fered at Wright County Pub-
lic Health include but are 
not limited to: Early Child-
hood Services like HOPES 
and Early Head Start visits, 
medication assistance, foot 
and blood pressure clin-
ics, immunization and flu/
COVID vaccines, WIC, and 
Stop the Bleed Training. For 
a full list of their services, 
please visit the website at: 
https://www.wrightcounty.
iowa.gov/departments/res-
idents/public_health/index.
php (Photo by NEXT Distro on Unsplash)

Increased Traffic 
Enforcement Planned 

for the Super Bowl
By Edward Lynn, 

Editor
EAGLE GROVE, Iowa 

– With the Super Bowl ap-
proaching, the Eagle Grove 
Police Department reminded 
residents of increased traf-
fic enforcement planned for 
February 9.

The department will par-
ticipate in the “Super Bowl 
Enforcement” initiative, 

which targets impaired and 
reckless driving.

“People tend to have a lot 
of gatherings for families 
and a lot of people get on the 
road,” said Chief Ray Bel-
tran of the EGPD. “And so 
they’ve got to drive safely.”

The initiative will be pro-
moted on the city’s social 
media channels and website 
in the coming days.

Mandi Rink Nominated for Best News 
Story in INA Better Newspaper Contest

The Iowa Newspaper As-
sociation’s annual awards 
gala is coming up this 
week, on Thursday. And, 
once again we have a local 
nominee for an award in the 
2025 Iowa Newspaper As-
sociation Better Newspaper 
Contest:

Best News Story (W01), 

Amanda Rink: The Wright 
County Monitor.

In addition, several other 
Mid-America Publishing 
staffers have been named as 
finalists this year:

Coverage of Education 
(E06), Coverage of Court 
and Crime (E09), Michael 
Hohenbrink: The Calmar 

Courier.
Best Use of Social Media 

(105), Jennifer Burnham, 
Matt Grohe: The Hampton 
Chronicle.

Best Special Section-Ed-
itorial (E10), Michael Ho-
henbrink, Nadine Brock: 
The Postville Herald.

Best Continuing Cover-

age (W11), Casey Jarmes:  
The News Review of 
Sigourney.

Please join us in congrat-
ulating our co-workers on 
being recognized for their 
exceptional work, and wish-
ing them good luck at the 
awards dinner!

Plumbing, Heating and A/C, Inc.
114 N Commercial, Eagle Grove

515-448-3456
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The Eagle Grove Eagle welcomes the opinions of 
our readers in the form of letters to the editor, as long 
as the submissions are not in bad taste and refrain from 
attacking individuals without supporting documentation 
or a rational and legally defensible justification. In any 
event the newspaper reserves the sole discretion to decide 
whether or not a reader submission will be published. If 
your letter is selected it will be run on a single occasion 
and you agree to give us the right to publish it in print 
and digital form. The Eagle Grove Eagle will not accept 
letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, or otherwise 
reproduced. Letters should be original, typewritten or 
neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 300 words. 
Letters exceeding this length could be subject to editing 
and may not be published in their entirety. 

The Eagle Grove Eagle does not as a general rule print 
form letters or letters which are also submitted to other 
newspapers. We are most interested in sincere personal 
views as opposed to canned publicity releases or talking 

points for an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer 
cannot assure us that their submission is individual and 
personal, it may be rejected. 

Your Letter to the Editor must include:
· Your full name with signature
· Your complete address
· Your telephone number
 Your address and telephone number will not be printed 

in the newspaper, but will be used for verification by 
newspaper editorial staff.

Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks 
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not 
be published. The Eagle Grove Eagle reserves the right 
to end debate on a topic after both sides have had ample 
chance to express their views. The Eagle Grove Eagle 
reserves the right to edit or refuse all letters. All columns 
and letters on the opinion page are the views of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Eagle Grove Eagle.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY
The Eagle Grove Eagle strives for accurate and 

complete news reporting but occasionally we get 
it wrong. In cases where an error has been made 
we will run a correction, clarification, retraction 
or editor’s note in the next edition. Our goal in any 
event is to inform readers of corrections clearly and 
quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating 
with the correct information. 

All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the 
next issue published. The correction will denote the 
issue, article and incorrect information along with the 
correction. Digital corrections will also be made and 
an editor’s note will be added to the bottom of the 
article in question noting what was inaccurate and 
noting when the article was amended. If the article 
was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other online 
medium controlled by The Eagle Grove Eagle, a post 
will be made linking to the corrected article, noting 
the correction.

CORRECTION & RETRACTION POLICY

The Eagle Grove Eagle I 304 W. Broadway, Eagle Grove, IA 50533 I 515-448-4745 I news@eaglegroveagle.com
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–MENU–
Monday, Feb. 10

BREAKFAST: Breakfast Taco, 
Hashbrown, Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Mr. Rib, Potato Wedg-
es, Coleslaw, Pineapple

Tuesday, Feb. 11
BREAKFAST: Breakfast Sand-
wich, Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Taco Salad, Refried 
Beans, Lettuce, Cheese, Tomato, 
Pears
Wednesday, Feb. 12

BREAKFAST: Pancakes, Sau-
sage, Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Cheeseburger, Fries, 
Salad, Peaches

Thursday, Feb. 13
BREAKFAST: Waffles, Ham, 
Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Cherry Blossom, Fried 
Rice, Stir-Fry Vegetables, Man-
darin Oranges

Friday, Feb. 14
BREAKFAST: Cereal, Crescent, 
Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Italian Pull Apart, Soup, 
Carrots/Celery, Fruit

Congregate  
Meal Menu:

Monday, Feb. 10
Ham Slice, Roasted Sweet 
Potatoes, Whole Wheat 
Bread, Vegetable, Fruit
Wednesday, Feb. 12
Salmon Loaf, Baked Potato, 
Whole Wheat Bread, Vege-
table, Fruit

Friday, Feb. 14
Chef’s Choice

End of the Season Squirrel Hunt
Every year I tell myself that I’m going to get after them. Most of the time I don’t. 

By Lowell Washburn
When I was a kid, squirrel 

hunting was listed among 
Iowa’s most popular out-
door pastimes. Not just for 
young hunters, but for adults 
as well. Then, as now, you 
looked for squirrels in places 
where newly fallen acorns 
covered the forest floor like 
a carpet of marbles. In a 
time preceding road ditch to 
road ditch farming practices, 
acorn producing oak wood-
lots were abundant. Squirrels 
were beyond plentiful. A .22 
caliber rifle was the weapon 
of choice and ammo was 
cheap enough that even a kid 
could scratch up the money 
needed to sharpen his ‘squir-
rel eye ‘ by plinking tin cans. 
In addition to being fun to 
hunt, squirrels were also fla-
vorful and nutritious. Fried 
or baked, squirrels became 
one of my favorite outdoor 
entrees.

Times change, and squirrel 
hunting no longer enjoys its 
former popularity. Most of 
my boyhood woodlots have 
been bulldozed, burned, 
and buried. The boisterous 
autumn clamor of blue jays 
and distinctive churring of 
curious squirrels has been 
replaced by the brittle rustle 
of drying corn leaves. But all 

is not lost. Wherever scat-
tered stands of mature oaks 
remain, squirrel populations 
thrive.

I must admit that I’m not 
much of a squirrel hunter 
anymore. Every year I tell 
myself that I’m going to get 
after them. Most of the time 
I don’t -- too busy scanning 
the sky above a spread of 
duck decoys, sitting in a 
tree hoping to arrow the ‘big 
one’, chasing pheasants with 
my falcons, or messing with 
the dogs. Same thing hap-
pened again this year until, 
glancing at the calendar, I re-
alized that the season’s Janu-
ary 31st squirrel closure was 
less than a week away. Time 

to get it in gear.
Blowing the dust off my 

Ruger .22, I grabbed a hand-
ful of long rifle cartridges 
and headed for the woods. 
Weather conditions were 
less than ideal. Although the 
day was sunny – squirrels 
love sunshine – the wind 
was roaring – squirrels hate 
wind. With gusts topping 
30 mph, the timber was far 
from peaceful. Branches 
were twisting and turning. 
The noise was deafening. 
Moving to the woodlot’s 
downwind side, I took a 
seat and hoped for the best. 
Despite the wind, I soon 
spotted a big, orange-bel-
lied fox squirrel moving in 

my direction. Slowly taking 
careful aim, I squeezed the 
trigger. The little .22 barked 
and the first bushytail was in 
the bag. Squirrel number two 
hit the ground about ten min-
utes later. I soon spotted two 
more squirrels chasing each 
other round and round the 
massive trunk of a nearby 
tree. They eventually part-
ed company with one going 
to the left and one going to 
the right. The one that went 
to the right became squirrel 
number three.

And so it went until before 
I knew it, I was in possession 
of a daily limit of six prime 
squirrels. The bag was pleas-
ingly hefty, and the outing 
had clearly surpassed my 
expectations. Walking to the 
truck, I asked myself why I 
didn’t do this more often. 
When I later removed an 
ample serving of meat from 
the fragrant confines of a siz-
zling skillet, I was instantly 
reminded of why fried squir-
rel was, and is, one of my fa-
vorite outdoor entrees.

Enjoy more wildlife tales 
online at Washburn’s Out-
door Journal at iawildlife.
org/blog/.

Flavorful and nutritious, the fox squirrel is one 
of Iowa’s most abundant -- and most neglected -- 
game species. (Photos courtesy of Lowell Washburn)

You use debt service as part 
of, you know, he's retiring 
$150,000 of the debt on an-
other loan. And then this is a 
new one, and it's part of the 
process."

"We are putting this 
on capital improvements 
which does not increase 
property taxation," Davis 
also noted.

Mayor Mike Boyd 
thanked Callahan for his 
diligence, saying, “I do ap-
preciate Mr. Callahan being 

conscientious about our 
spending, and appreciate 
people asking questions and 
this complicated matters 
city financing with so many 
different funding streams 
and departments and just 
the way that the rules of 
funding can get very con-
fusing, for sure."

After discussion, the 
council voted unanimous-
ly to approve Resolution 
2025-13, allowing the loan 
process to continue.

CITY COUNCIL from page 1A

Council member Denny 
Vandewater raised con-
cerns about the agreement’s 
provision for the city to ac-
quire property at 2321 West 
Broadway, currently the 
First Bank drive through 
location. “Why do we need 
to purchase?” Vandewater 
asked. Davis explained that 
the property transfer was 
part of the overall incen-
tive package. “They want 
us to liquidate it. But that’s 
part of the incentive of the 
$400,000, so we get it with 
that $400,000,” he said. 
“Then they can write the 
$75,000 off, and then we can 
liquidate it.”

Council members sought 
clarification on whether the 
city would be paying for the 
property. “So we need to 
make that clear that there’s 
no check going from the 
city,” City Attorney Lynn 
Seaba said. “Or the city will 
accept dedication at the val-
ue of $75,000, so maybe the 
word ‘purchase’ isn’t the 
word we need.”

The agreement also in-

cludes infrastructure im-
provements related to over-
head power lines. “If those 
go underneath, such as 
going to, like, a transform-
er, there’s some assistance 
there,” Davis said.

Asked if the plan was to 
demolish the building, sell 
it, or just use the parking 
lot for city purposes, Davis 
responded, “that’s a conver-
sation piece if we want to 
sell the building as is, once 
it’s dedicated or addition-
al parking space. Yeah, we 
can have that conversation 
later.”

The resolution was 
amended to clarify that the 
city is not making a financial 
transaction for the property 
and to explicitly state that 
the $75,000 valuation is for 
tax and depreciation purpos-
es. “We’re just changing the 
verbiage as far as explaining 
what the terms are,” Council 
member Mike Weland clar-
ified.

The motion to approve the 
agreement, with clarifica-
tions, passed unanimously.

FIRST BANK from page 1A
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Auditor: More Than 
$400K in Public 
Money Misspent 

Through State-Run 
Program

By Clark Kauffman,
Iowa Auditor of State 

Rob Sand issued a report 
Thursday that says more 
than $400,000 in taxpay-
er money was improperly 
spent through a program 
run by Iowa Workforce 
Development.

At a press conference 
Thursday, Sand character-
ized the matter as a case 
of “embezzlement” that 
involves programs funded 
by the U.S. Department of 
Labor and administered 
by Iowa Workforce De-
velopment.

The federal money was 
routed from IWD to the 
Central Iowa Workforce 
Development Board, and 
then to the so-called “sub-
recipient” of the funds, 
Children and Families of 
Iowa, Sand said.

At Children and Fami-
lies of Iowa, administrator 
Jodi Spargur-Tate headed 
a program tasked with dis-
tributing the funds to Io-
wans, Sand said. “This is 
a program that’s oriented 
around making sure that 
people have job-training 
opportunities and path-
ways to success and pros-
perity,” he said.

The auditor’s investiga-
tion identified $436,180 
worth of improper and un-
supported disbursements, 
including $324,586 in 
payments that were routed 
to Spargur-Tate herself, 
according to the report.

“And then there was 
about another $100,000 
that was diverted to Spar-
gur-Tate’s family mem-
bers for things like rent, 
utilities and cellphone ser-
vice,” Sand said.

Sand said the man-
ner in which the alleged 
fraud was uncovered was 
a “classic story” typical 
of such cases. A work-
er who was filling in for 
Spargur-Tate during the 
latter’s 2022 vacation no-
ticed one recipient of the 
funds didn’t have a car but 
was claiming expenses for 
auto repairs.

Children and Fami-
lies of Iowa investigated 
further and then alerted 
IWD to the potential is-
sues. IWD then requested 
a special investigation by 
the auditor.

Sand said the case un-
derscores the importance 
of public agencies fol-
lowing through on recom-
mendations from the state 

auditor on how to avoid 
fraud and protect public 
money.

“For five of the last 
six years,” he said, “our 
office’s audits of Iowa 
Workforce Development 
told them they needed to 
be doing more subrecip-
ient monitoring… We 
have been asking (IWD) 
for six years to go back 
and look more closely at 
the people who are getting 
these funds to make sure 
that there was a sense of 
oversight there and that 
IWD was paying attention 
to how these funds were 
spent.”

Sand said IWD did make 
some progress on that 
issue, and he noted that 
the agency had its “world 
turned around” during the 
COVID-19 pandemic as 
a result of the demands 
placed on the state’s un-
employment system.

Some of the improper 
payments made by Spar-
gur-Tate at Children and 
Families of Iowa are al-
leged to include $77,730 
that was routed to a rela-
tive, Dee Dee Millard, for 
day care services that were 
never rendered; $10,014 
that went to U.S. Cellular; 
and $6,167 in payments to 
MidAmerican Energy.

Sand has again recom-
mended that IWD officials 
implement additional 
safeguards, including the 
monitoring of subrecipi-
ents’ use of public money, 
to strengthen the agency’s 
internal controls.

In addition, Sand has 
recommended that Chil-
dren and Families of Iowa 
implement procedures to 
ensure their internal con-
trols are strengthened, in-
cluding basic segregation 
of duties surrounding the 
disbursement of money.

As of Thursday, no 
criminal charges had 
been filed in the case, 
but Sand said his office’s 
findings have been shared 
with the Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office, Iowa Di-
vision of Criminal Inves-
tigation, the Polk County 
Attorney’s Office and the 
Iowa Attorney General’s 
Office.

©Copyright 2025, Iowa 
Capital Dispatch. Pub-
lished under Creative 
Commons license CC BY-
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Bill Would Require Iowa K-12 
Materials Follow Trump Order on 

‘Gulf of America,’ ‘Mount McKinley’
by Robin Opsahl, 

Iowa Capital Dispatch
Iowa lawmakers have 

advanced a bill that would 
require Iowa schools to re-
place in educational mate-
rials any references to the 
Gulf of Mexico with “Gulf 
of America” and “Denali” 
with “Mount McKinley.”

House Study Bill 97 
comes weeks after Pres-
ident Donald Trump an-
nounced the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior would 
work with the U.S. Board 
on Geographic Names to 
rename these two geo-
graphic formations. Mount 
McKinley, the highest peak 
in North America, was re-
named Denali in 2015 after 
40-years of advocacy from 
Alaska leaders. Alaska state 
lawmakers have called for 
Trump to reverse his exec-
utive order on renaming the 
mountain.

The Gulf of Mexico is 
in international waters. 
Though part of its shore is 
in the U.S., it is shared with 
Mexico and Cuba. While 
the directive could influence 
how the U.S. federal gov-
ernment refers to the body 
of water, it would not nec-
essarily change the name 
used by the international 
community or private orga-
nizations, such as mapping 
platforms and media orga-
nizations.

Educational companies 
that provide materials to 
U.S. schools would not nec-
essarily be required to refer 
to the body of water as “the 
Gulf of America” under 
Trump’s directive. But the 
change could be required 
in Iowa school instruction 
and handouts under the leg-
islation brought forward by 
GOP House lawmakers.

Michelle Johnson with the 
Iowa Association of School 
Boards said her organiza-
tion was registered undecid-
ed on the bill as they’re still 
waiting to learn more about 
the impact and implemen-
tation of Trump’s executive 
order.

“How does an executive 
order impact what local 
schools do?” Johnson said. 
“We don’t deal with that 
super often, so we’re just 
kind of waiting to see what 
happens. There probably 
would be a cost associated 
with this — it would be new 
handouts, new information, 
that would be given to stu-
dents. So there would be 
something to consider with 
cost when it comes to giv-
ing materials to students.”

Heaven Chamberlain, 
a speaker with the liberal 
organization “B—— Get 
Stuff Done,” said her big 
question on the legislation 
was, “Why is this needed?” 
Chamberlain said lawmak-

ers should be focused on 
improving funding for Io-
wa’s K-12 education sys-
tem rather than printing new 
materials with reference to 
the new names for natural 
formations.

“We have a budget sur-
plus, but we’re not spending 
it on education,” Cham-
berlain said. “I don’t know 
what’s going on. Why are 
we printing pamphlets for 
children when we could be 
buying them textbooks and 
investing in higher paid 
wages for teachers and ac-
tually investing in school 
buildings?”

Rep. Mary Madison, 
D-West Des Moines, did 
not sign off on the bill at 
the subcommittee meeting, 
saying it was a “political” 
bill that doesn’t take into 
consideration the manner in 
which people in both areas 
refer to those geographic 
features.

“I think it’s unnecessary,” 
Madison said. “It’s an ad-
ditional cost. … The only 
person that’s upset or wants 
to change it, is for political 
reasons, and I don’t think 
we have to jump every 
time somebody wants to do 
something, especially when 
it costs us money that we 
won’t put into our public 
schools.”

Rep. Bob Henderson, 
R-Sioux City, said the U.S. 

Interior Department has 
already moved on chang-
ing the name to “Mount 
McKinley,” and said that 
he believed referring to the 
southern body of water as 
the “Gulf of America” was 
more fitting.

“(It) would be more ap-
propriate to be called the 
Gulf of America, only be-
cause about half of that gulf 
is bordered by America — 
by the United States — then 
the other half is bordered 
by Mexico,” Henderson 
said. “Both, of course, are 
in either North America or 
Central America. So the 
Gulf of America seems to 
be a more appropriate name 
for that, even though it has 
been about, I think, prob-
ably close to 200 years it 
has been known as Gulf of 
Mexico.”

The legislation advanced 
2-1 and will be available for 
consideration by the House 
Education Committee.
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news network supported by 
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itor Kathie Obradovich for 
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italdispatch.com. (CC BY-
NC-ND)

Gov. Reynolds Introduces Bill on 
Iowa Mathematics, Civics Education
By Robin Opsahl,

Iowa Capital Dispatch
Following a recent na-

tional assessment that found 
decreases in Iowa students’ 
mathematics scores, Gov. 
Kim Reynolds announced 
legislation Monday to help 
identify and assist students 
struggling with math.

The bill’s text is not yet 
available on the Iowa Leg-
islature’s website. A news 
release from the governor’s 
office said the measure 
would require early screen-
ing and targeted intervention 
strategies for K-12 students 
struggling with math, in ad-
dition to providing parents 
and teachers more resources 
to aid math instruction. The 
state Department of Educa-
tion would provide support 
to schools and districts to 
help construct personalized 
mathematics plans to assist 
students identified as need-
ing help in the subject.

Reynolds’ office named 
math education a focus area 
for her office heading into 
the 2025 legislative session, 
but the proposal comes as 
mathematics proficiency 
is identified as an area for 
improvement in the state by 
recent national test scores. 

Though Iowa’s 2024 Na-
tional Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress (NAEP) 
results showed gains for 
eighth grade reading scores, 
mathematics scores de-
creased for both fourth and 
eighth graders. The state’s 
national math rankings fell 
from 7th to 30th for fourth 
graders, and from 15th to 
23rd for eighth graders, ac-
cording to the report.

Iowa Department of Ed-
ucation Director McKenzie 
Snow said in a news re-
lease Jan. 29 that the results 
show the “the critical need 
to support evidence-based 
mathematics instruction 
statewide” as proposed by 
Reynolds and the Depart-
ment.

“Together with educators 
and families, Iowa will con-
tinue to invest in instruction 
and interventions that em-
power all students to meet 
high expectations and real-
ize their incredible poten-
tial,” Snow said.

Reynolds said in a state-
ment Monday the NAEP 
results shows “plenty of 
room for improvement” on 
mathematics instruction and 
linked her proposal to a law 
signed in 2024 aimed at im-
proving literacy instruction 
and providing support for 
elementary school students 
not at grade-level reading 
proficiency.

“Next to early childhood 
literacy, nothing is a more 
proven indicator of future 

success than math profi-
ciency,” Reynolds said. 
“More than a quarter of 
Iowa fourth graders are not 
proficient in math—that is 
unacceptable. We must pro-
vide math instruction in the 
way we know it works to 
keep our students competi-
tive and set them up to excel 
in life after school.”

The legislation will also 
include a requirement for 
Iowa students to pass the 
U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services’ Nat-
uralization Test with 60% 
or higher in order to grad-
uate from high school, a 
measure the governor has 
said she supports. Students 
would be allowed to retake 
the test until they pass, and 
accommodations would be 
provided for students with 
disabilities and English lan-
guage learners.

The House Education 
Committee approved this 
requirement as a standalone 
bill, House File 165, in a 
14-8 vote in late January. 

©Copyright 2025, Iowa 
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Iowa Learning Farms to Host 
Forestry on Tap in Indianola

by Ann Staudt
AMES, Iowa – Iowa 

Learning Farms, in part-
nership with Conservation 
Learning Group and Iowa 
State University Exten-
sion and Outreach Warren 
County, will host “Forestry 
On Tap,” Thursday, Feb. 
20, 6-7 p.m. at West Hill 
Brewing Co. in Indianola. 
Complimentary food will 
be available beginning at 
5:30 p.m. Beverages will 
be available for purchase

The event will provide 
local farmers, landowners 
and urban residents with a 
chance to discuss and ask 
questions about conserva-

tion practices aimed to im-
prove water quality and soil 
health, as well as managing 
risk from weather variabil-
ity and climate change. 
There will be an opportu-
nity for networking fol-
lowing the event. To ensure 
adequate space and food, 
please RSVP by Feb. 14 
by calling 515-294-5429 or 
email ilf@iastate.edu.

“Our intent with this event 
is to help build community 
through encouraging farm-
ers, landowners and urban 
residents to talk about top-
ics important within the 
community, what keeps 
them up at night, what 

challenges they see with 
conservation practices, and 
what they want to learn 
more about,” said Liz Rip-
ley, Iowa Learning Farms 
conservation and cover 
crop outreach specialist. 
“There will be no formal 
presentations or agenda, 
just a chance to talk, ask 
questions, listen and learn 
while enjoying a beverage 
and provided food. We are 
looking forward to learning 
alongside everyone else 
who attends.”

Iowa State hosts at the 
event will include Billy 
Beck, ISU Extension and 
Outreach forestry special-

ist, and Michelle Soupir, 
professor of agricultural 
and biosystems engineer-
ing. A member of the West 
Hill Brewing Co. team 
will begin the discussion 
by highlighting the impor-
tance of water quality in the 
brewing process.

This event is supported 
by a USDA National In-
stitute of Food and Agri-
culture grant award 2024-
68016-42660. To learn 
more about planned field 
days, virtual field days, 
webinars and other conser-
vation events, please visit 
the Iowa Learning Farms 
website.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
The overwhelming gen-

erosity of the people of 
Eagle Grove, helped pro-
vide joy to children in 
need through Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox 
gifts this season. Across 
the U.S., the Samaritan's 
Purse project collected 10.5 
million shoebox gifts in 
2024. Combined with those 
collected from partnering 
countries in 2024, the min-
istry is now sending over 
11.9 million shoebox gifts 
to children worldwide.

Shoebox packers brought 
joy and hope to children 
around the world through 
fun, full, personalized gifts. 
For many children, this is 
the first gift they have ever 
received. Each shoebox 
gift is a tangible expres-
sion of God’s love, given 
to children in need around 
the world. Since 1993, Op-
eration Christmas Child 
has collected and delivered 
more than 232 million gift-
filled shoeboxes to children 

in more than 170 countries 
and territories.

Across the region, shoe-
box packers often shop for 
deals on shoebox items 
throughout the year, and 
many serve at a deeper 
level by becoming a year-
round volunteer. Informa-
tion about ways area par-
ticipants can get involved 
year-round can also be 
found at samaritanspurse.
org/occ.

Although local Eagle 
Grove drop-off locations 
for shoebox gifts are closed 
until Nov. 17 – 24, 2025, 
anyone can still be a part 
of this life-changing project 
by conveniently packing a 
shoebox gift online in just a 
few simple clicks at samar-
itanspurse.org/buildonline.

These simple gifts, 
packed with love, remind 
children around the world 
that they are loved and not 
forgotten.

Sincerely,
Hannah Murphy
Samaritan’s Purse

Letter to the Editor:
In mid-January I read 

a blue-highlighted article 
about Dr. Jon Ahrendsen. 
I do not know the prob-
lems or the correction. We 
expect doctors to have ex-
tensive knowledge, that 
gives us hope that we will 
get better than we are right 
now.

I wonder how often I do 
things right especially the 
first time through. Most of 
what I have seen is that we 
try the best possible option, 
and continue trying what is 
known and available. There 
are times that the cure 
works well, other times it 
takes more time and more 
options. How many fac-
tors are there within what 
is suggested for the pa-

tient and the patients own 
unique makeup to make the 
process successful.

I have known Dr. 
Ahrendsen and his family 
for 40 plus years. He was 
our family doctor for years. 
I was always amazed and 
thankful for the fact that Dr. 
Ahrendsen had a passion 
for knowing why and how. 
He had a desire to search 
things out that might be 
additional help for the pa-
tients if their current treat-
ment was not yielding good 
results.

It is my hope that Dr. 
Ahrendsen is given the 
space and grace to continue 
his work. A price has been 
paid.

Margaret Cramer,
Blairsburg, IA

Representative Martin 
Graber, one of my fellow 
representatives and good 
friend died suddenly on Fri-
day, January 31 after leaving 
the Capitol. I will personal-
ly and professionally miss 
his presence--a great man 
and a great leader.  We ex-
tend our heartfelt prayers 
to his wonderful wife of 49 
years, Coni.  Martin served 
32 years in the Army Na-
tional Guard, retiring as a 
Brigadier General and was 
first elected to the House in 
2020.  We all grieve at this 
great loss at the Capitol.

I have received several 
questions about apprehend-
ing those who have entered 
the U.S. illegally. The fol-
lowing is from our Wright 
County's senior law enforce-
ment officer, Sheriff Jason 
Schluttenhofer.

Wright County Sheriff’s 
Office will assist the US 
immigration enforcement 
agencies to help deport 
criminals from our county if 
an illegal alien is arrested in 
our county and comes to jail. 
We will contact immigration 
and allow them to speak to 
them. Immigration can put 
on a detainer at that point. 
After he or she goes through 
our legal system, immigra-
tion will pick him up and he 
will be deported. We will not 
be going into schools pick-
ing up illegal aliens contrary 
to the rumors out there. The 

Sheriff’s Office will be work-
ing hand-in-hand to take the 
criminals off the streets to 
make our community safe. 
In the last four years of the 
previous administration, I 
can only think of one ille-
gal alien that was deported 
out of our jail. Under the 
previous administration, we 
had four illegal aliens in 
our jail that had committed 
crimes in our community. 
Under the Biden adminis-
tration, immigration did not 
put detainers on them. After 
President Trump took office, 
we again called Immigra-
tion and immediately, four 
detainers were put on these 
individuals holding them 
for deportation once they 
are done in Wright County’s 
court system.
Farm to Table Meat Sales

During this past week, the 
House Agriculture Commit-
tee passed a bill in hopes of 
a full House vote that creates 
a new type of food process-
ing entity that is licensed and 
inspected by the Department 
of Inspection, Appeals and 
Licensing (DIAL) agents 
that can store officially pro-
cessed packaged meat or 
poultry raised by the licens-
ee and offered for sale at a 
premise or farm on a whole-
sale or retail basis. The bill 
legalizes the on-farm stor-
age of processed inspected 
packages and allows the sale 
on a wholesale or retail ba-

sis. This legislation builds 
on other recent legislation 
and will facilitate prolifera-
tion and growth.

Education Funding
Education funding is al-

ready being discussed. State 
supplemental aid (SSA) is 
one of the principle topics. 
The Senate and Governor 
are promoting a 2% increase.  
Most representatives are on 
board with a greater than 
2% SSA, myself included. 
Currently, grades K-12 ac-
count for 47% of the state's 
multi-billion-dollar budget. 
When 3 regent universities 
are included, the amount 
exceeds 50%. Operational 
sharing, transportation cost, 
and other categories are all 
also being discussed.

These next few weeks 
there will be a flood of bills 
making it through subcom-
mittee and full committee 
votes in hopes of making 
it to the floor for a House 
vote.  A few that have made 
it through the process are 
below.
HF 37- Local Government 

Moves Bill to Provide 
Flexibility for County 

Attorneys
This week the Local Gov-

ernment Committee ad-
vanced House File 37 for 
consideration for the full 
House of Representatives. 
The bill would provide flex-
ibility to counties for sal-
aries of county attorneys. 
Currently, 97 counties are 
not allowed to provide an 
annual salary to a county 
attorney higher than Iowa 
district court judge. Many 
rural counties in Iowa have 
struggled to higher quali-

fied county attorneys with 
this salary cap. Additionally, 
assistant county attorneys’ 
salaries are limited to 85% 
of their county attorney’s 
salaries. These factors have 
increasingly made it difficult 
for counties to hire adequate 
staffing for the county attor-
ney office.

HF 64- Obscene 
Material Penalty- Stone 

amendment 64.84
The bill as drafted, in-

creases the penalty for dis-
seminating obscene material 
to a minor from a serious 
misdemeanor to a class “D” 
felony. None of the mini-
mum sentences can be de-
ferred or suspended

HSB 47- School Safety 
Enhancement 

• This week, the Education 
committee passed HSB 47 
to build upon Iowa House’s 
efforts to make our schools 
as safe as possible.

• This bill encourages col-
laboration between schools, 
law enforcement and mental 
health professionals to en-
sure the safest environment 
possible for our students and 
staff in schools.

• It provides immunity 
from civil liability for indi-
viduals who report credible 
threats.

As the session speeds up, 
the number of bills and pro-
posed legislation is larger 
than any news article can 
contain.  As I hear from con-
stituents, I try to summarize 
those that garner the most 
interest.  Our state website 
has all legislation listed by 
number, committee, or sub-
ject at www.legis.iowa.gov/
legislation.

The third week of the ’25 
legislative session was a 
very busy one for me. Sub-
committees and research 
filled my days along with 
meeting many constituents. 
We started the week with a 
Rally for Life and celebrat-
ing the steps Iowa has taken 
to reduce abortion in Iowa 
and providing more support 
for pregnant women, fami-
lies and adoption. I hope we 
can make further progress to 
eliminate all abortion in our 
state.

We had several school bills 
in the works this week. One 
of the first things we try to 
do each session is setting the 
Supplemental State Aid so 
schools can get their budgets 
set for the year. SSB 1053 
was passed by the Senate 
Education Committee set-
ting SSA at an increase of 
$235 million. This is exact-
ly what the Governor had 
requested, so if the House 
agrees this can be laid to rest 
in a week or so.

Another bill dealing with 
schools is SF 8, which pro-
hibits a school board from 
taking action against an em-
ployee for using a student’s 
legal name or the pronoun 
that matches their sex at birth 
rather than their “preferred” 
pronoun.

An Education subcommit-
tee also passed SSB 1036, 
which would change the 

school start date to the sec-
ond to the last day of August.

The Local Government 
Committee passed a morato-
rium on increasing the num-
ber of casinos in the state. 
SSB 1069 would limit the 
number of casinos in Iowa 
to 19 for the next 5 years. Of 
course the current casinos 
are all in favor of limiting 
expansion. This seems to 
be an interference with the 
Racing and Gaming Com-
mission we set up to regulate 
this industry. I would like to 
decrease, not increase, gam-
bling in the state. Passing 
this bill will not do that. I, 
and many senators, are a lit-
tle divided on how to vote on 
this issue. 

There are plenty of oth-
er issues we dealt with this 
week in the Senate. I’d like 
to share a little of my work 

outside the Capitol building.
I was contacted by a 

non-profit group that wants 
to force blood banks to col-
lect and store blood from 
directed donations. They 
used to allow a person with 
a scheduled surgery to bank 
blood ahead of the surgery so 
they could receive their own 
blood or that of another vol-
unteer with a matching blood 
type. That sounded like a 
very reasonable accommo-
dation to make when a doc-
tor authorizes this for their 
patient. Wanting to know 
why blood banks no longer 
cooperated with this request, 
I set up a meeting with the 
biggest blood bank in Iowa.

They were very gracious in 
setting up a tour and conver-
sation with the CEO on short 
notice. I learned many things 
about the difference between 
non-profit blood banks and 
those that collect blood/
platelets for pharmaceutical 
use. Important consider-
ations in deciding to collect 
and store blood for a direct-
ed donation are a couple of 
facts. First, blood can only 
be stored for 42 days before 
use. Second, most surgeries 

require at least 3.5 units of 
blood to replace what is lost. 
That makes it very hard to 
collect enough blood before 
a surgery to supply the need 
of that surgery. If you have 
only 2 units of blood stored 
and need 3 or 4, you are get-
ting other blood any way, ne-
gating the supposed benefit 
to self-donation.

As a legislator, I must get 
the facts before I take action 
that will affect Iowans. I’d 
love to have your input on 
these and any other issues 
important to you. I am re-
minded of Proverbs 18:17.  
The first to plead his case 
seems just, until another 
comes and examines him.

I learned years ago to be 
careful about committing 
to one side of an issue until 
I have had a chance to hear 
both sides.

I will be having 2 forums 
on Feb. 15.

• League of Women Vot-
ers Wake-Up forum at 8:30 
in Nevada at the Public Li-
brary

• Eggs and Issues at 11:00 
at Iowa Central Communi-
ty College in Webster City, 
Tom Chelesvig Building

Speaking to iJAG students in Eagle Grove

Protecting the 2nd 
Amendment From 

Government Overreach
By Rep. Randy

Feenstra, (R-Hull)
Earlier this month, I 

joined more than 120 of my 
colleagues in introducing 
H.R. 38, the Constitutional 
Concealed Carry Reciproc-
ity Act. In 1791, the Second 
Amendment to the United 
States Constitution was rat-
ified by Congress. One of 
our great Founding Fathers 
— James Madison — be-
lieved that the security and 
longevity of the American 
Republic depended on free, 
well-armed citizens. The 
2nd Amendment reads, 
“The right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall 
not be infringed.”

The Constitutional Con-
cealed Carry Reciprocity 
Act harkens back to this 
deep-rooted, uniquely 
American ideal. This leg-
islation gives law-abiding 
citizens reciprocity for their 
concealed carry permits 
from one state to the next. 
In other words, a concealed 
carry permitted issued in 
one state would be valid in 
all fifty.

Living in the northwest 
corner of Iowa, I am with-
in short driving distance 
of three different states — 
some with different laws 
concerning concealed carry 
permits. Carry permits is-
sued by the State of Iowa 
are not valid in over ten dif-
ferent states, including our 
neighbors, Minnesota and 
Illinois. Our constitutional 
right to bear arms should 
not be limited when trav-
eling twenty minutes north 
into Minnesota — that’s 
ridiculous.

Many Americans find 
themselves in similar situ-
ations. States like Califor-
nia, New York, and Illinois, 
have gotten away with de-
nying citizens of many oth-
er states the right to legally 
carry within their borders. 

These states do not honor 
the issued carry permits of 
any other state. When Io-
wans travel from state to 
state, their driver’s license 
is honored in all fifty states 
as a form of identification 
and as a license to operate 
a motor vehicle. My col-
leagues and I believe that 
concealed carry permits 
should work the same way. 
Our constitutional rights 
are not limited by state bor-
ders. 

I also recently cospon-
sored the No REGISTRY 
Rights Act to stop the 
ATF’s overreach. Their 
Out-of-Business Records 
Imaging (OBRIS) Sys-
tem has collected nearly 
1 billion firearm transac-
tion records. This system 
requires federally licensed 
firearm businesses to turn 
over records of all their 
transactions should they 
go out of business. The No 
REGISTRY Rights Act re-
moves this requirement to 
turn over all records to the 
ATF and mandates that the 
ATF destroy the database 
of transactions they have 
collected so far. 

The Firearm Owners’ 
Protection Act of 1986 
prohibits the federal gov-
ernment from establishing 
a national firearms registry 
and entitles gun owners to 
an expected level of priva-
cy from federal agencies. 
The ATF’s collection of 
transaction records is a di-
rect attempt by the federal 
government to encroach on 
that privacy. 

As a strong supporter of 
the Second Amendment, 
I will continue to vote to 
protect every Iowan’s con-
stitutional right to keep and 
bear arms. I will always be 
a strong advocate for the 
free, well-armed citizen-
ry our Founding Fathers 
dreamt of.
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——— Praise & WorshiP ———
Worship Guide

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

421 W. Broadway St. 
Eagle Grove

Sundays
 9:30 am Worship 
Wednesdays each week un-
less no school for the day: 
Kids’ Club (K-Gr. 4) and 
Middlers (Grs. 5-8), 2 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

All are welcome. 
Dial-A-Devotion:

515-448-3355
515-212-2802

egumc@goldfieldaccess.net
515-448-4701

www.eaglegroveumc.org
 

GOLDFIELD UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

P.O. Box 214
Goldfield, 

515-825-3754 
Sunday

 11 a.m. Worship
 

GOLDFIELD UNITED 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
220 E. Oak St.

Goldfield, 
515-825-3581

goldfield.upc@gmail.com
Facebook @ goldpres

“A Church for the 
Community”

Office M-F 7:30-11:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Fr. Jerry Blake
Eagle Grove

515-532-3586
Thursday, February 6

 No Mass
Friday, February 7

 No Mass
Saturday February 8

 Baby Needs
 9 a.m. Confirmation Re-
treat Begins at Sacred Heart
 3:15 p.m. Rosary. Adora-
tion/Benediction St. Francis
 4 p.m. Mass at St. Francis
 3:15 p.m. Rosary, Adora-
tion/Benediction at St. John
 8 p.m. Spanish Mass at St. John

Sunday, Feburary 9
 Baby Needs
 7:15 a.m. Rosary, Adoration/ 
Benediction at Sacred Heart
 8 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart
 9 a.m. Confirmation Re-
treat Ends at Sacred Heart
 9:45 a.m. Adoration/Ben-
ediction at St. John
 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. 
John

 Monday, February 10
 8:15 a.m. Rosary at St. 
Francis
Wednesday, February 12
Youth Faith Formation

 7:40 a.m. Rosary at St. 
Francis
 8 a.m. Mass at St. Francis
 6:30 p.m. Youth Faith 
Formation at all Parishes

Thursday, February 13
 11:40 a.m. Rosary at Sa-
cred Heart
 Noon Mass at Sacred Heart

HOLMES BAPTIST 
CHURCH

2137 Hancock Ave.
Holmes, Iowa

Pastor Cody Huber
515-825-3110

HOLMES LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Holmes, Iowa
Pastor George Lautner

412-874-9878

NEW HOPE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Eagle Grove
Vicar Jon Merritt

A Congregation of ELCA
Saturday

 4 p.m. Worship at Rotary 
Senior Living South in the 
Chapel

EAGLE GROVE
UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
(CONGREGATIONAL)

P.O. Box 333
515-448-3584

 
FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH
Pastor Johnny Khaleet

Eagle Grove
515-448-4612

Sunday
 9 a.m. Sunday School
 10 a.m. Worship

Monday
 10 a.m. Bible Study at Ro-
tary Ann North

Wednesday
 5:30 p.m. Bible Study at the 
church.

GRACE EVANGELICAL 
FREE CHURCH

448-5414
1220 Commercial Ave, 

Eagle Grove 
www.graceefc.com

Sundays
 9:30 a.m. English speak-
ing service 
6 p.m. Spanish speaking 
service

Wednesdays
 GraceKids (age 5–5th 
grade) and Youth Group ac-
tivities for 6th–12th graders 
starting at 6 p.m.

 
SOUTH ENES 

LUTHERAN CHURCH
205 Johnson Street

Vincent
Vicar Jon Merritt

A Congregation of the 
ELCA

 10 a.m. Sunday Worship
 

ULLENSVANG 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

N.A.L.C.
Pastor Darryl Landsverk

Thor
 

MT. CALVARY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH—

LC-MS
Eagle Grove

Pastor Mark Eichler
515-448-4668

 8:30 a.m. Worship
 

EAGLE GROVE 
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH
615 SW 2nd Street

Eagle Grove
Pastor Jason Cooper

515-448-3697
www.egelc.org

Thursday 
 10 a.m. Pastors’ Prayer
 1:30 p.m. ELCW

Sunday 
 9 a.m. Worship
 10:15 a.m. Coffee Fellow
 10:15 a.m. Sunday School

Tuesday 
 7 p.m. Property Committee

Wednesday 
 9 a.m. Bible Study
 Noon Men’s Bible Study
 5 p.m. Confirmation

EG MINISTERIAL 
ASSOCIATION FOOD 

PANTRY
510 S. Jackson

Monday 4 - 7 p.m.
Friday 1 - 3 p.m.

Helping Families in Need!
Please call to verify open.

Food Pantry 515-448-4332
or 515-448-3743

 
MAC LIFE CHURCH

Blairsburg
Interim Pastor Dick Birr.

Sundays
10: a.m. Services for now 

 
SAMUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
NALC

201 N. Lincoln Ave.
448-5038

www.samuellutheran.net
Sundays 

 9 a.m. Worship in-person 
and on Facebook

Tuesday 
 9 a.m. Bible Study

Wednesday 
 Confirmation

 
LAKE LUTHERAN 

CHURCH GOLDFIELD
LCMC

Lutheran Congregations 
in Mission for Christ

Pastor Ron Rasmussen
Sunday 

 10 a.m. Service

REJOICE CHURCH:
A WORD AND SPIRIT 

CHURCH
Pastors Cris and Jennifer 

Decious
New Location! Sunday 
Worship Services at 10:30 
a.m. at 3320 210th St., 
Goldfield, Iowa 50542
www.Rejoicechurchiowa.
com and Facebook

Goldfield, IA 
50542
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Last week’s trivia questions:
What is the name of the famous groundhog celebrated each year on Feb. 2? Answer: 

Punxsutawney Phil.
What actor starred in the movie Groundhog Day, and co-starred in movies including 

Ghostbusters, Caddyshack, Scrooged, and Stripes? Answer: Bill Murray.
*****

This week’s trivia questions:
Which two pro football quarterbacks have won Super Bowls with two different 

teams?
Which two pro football teams have been to the Super Bowl four times, and lost all 

four?
*****

February is National Snack Food Month, National Cherry Month, National 
Children’s Dental Health Month, National Women Inventors Month, Library Lover’s 
Month, American Heart Month, Cancer Prevention Month, Hot Breakfast Month, 
International Friendship Month, Black History Month, Bake for Family Fun Month, 
National Embroidery Month, National Weddings Month, and National Grapefruit 
Month.

*****
Feb. 5 is National Girls and Women in Sports Day; Feb. 6 is National Valentine 

Shopping Reminder Day; Feb. 7 is Rose Day, Ballet Day, and Bubble Gum Day; 
Feb. 8 is National Kite-Flying Day, National Boy Scout Day / Boy Scout Anniversary 
Day; Feb. 9 is Chocolate Day, National Pizza Day, Super Bowl Sunday, and World 
Marriage Day; Feb. 10 is International Cribbage Day, and Children’s Hospice Day; 
Feb. 11 is National Inventor’s Day, and National Guitar Day.

*****
This week is Women’s Heart Week, Boy Scout Anniversary Week, and Burn 

Awareness Week.
*****

“Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually!”
– 1 Chronicles 16:11

*****
Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have 

not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
– Luke 5:31-32

*****
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”
– Galatians 5:22-23

*****
“Most of the important things in the world have been accomplished by people who 

have kept on trying when there seemed to be no hope at all.”
– Dale Carnegie

*****
   “Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one is watching.”

– C.S. Lewis
*****

“Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions. Small people always do 
that, but the really great ones make you feel that you, too, can become great.”

– Mark Twain
*****

“I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; 
And just because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the something that I 
can do.”

– Edward Hale
*****

“They all laughed at me when I said I was going to be a comedian. Well, nobody’s 
laughing  now!”

*****
“My boss is going to fire the employee with the worst posture. I have a hunch it 

could be me.”
*****

Ticket prices for the first Super Bowl in 1967, between the Green Bay Packers and 
Kansas City Chiefs, cost around $10. The cheapest tickets for this year’s Super Bowl, 
between the Kansas City Chiefs and Philadelphia Eagles, start at around $5,000.

*****
No coach has ever won a Super Bowl with two different teams. But there are seven 

coaches who have taken two different teams to the Super Bowl - 
• Don Shula (Baltimore Colts and Miami Dolphins)
• Bill Parcells (New York Giants and New England Patriots)
• Dan Reeves (Denver Broncos and Atlanta Falcons)
• Dick Vermeil (Philadelphia Eagles and St. Louis Rams)
• Mike Holmgren (Green Bay Packers and Seattle Seahawks)
• John Fox (Carolina Panthers and Denver Broncos)
• Andy Reid (Philadelphia Eagles and Kansas City Chiefs)

They say love is the best 
investment; the more 
you give, the more you 
get in return.
-Audrey Hepburn

Love is not something that we can store or save like we 
can with money or material possessions. Love is better 
thought of as both a feeling and an action, and in fact 

a feeling that often comes naturally when we act in loving 
ways. And thus, it makes sense that we have more love the 
more that we give away. That is, the more that we act in a 
loving manner, the more love we will get directed back to us 
and the more loving and lovable we will feel. Like so many 
things in life, we often must take a leap of faith and act with 
love and kindness to those around us and that same love 
that we give will come right back to us. It’s as simple as 
smiling at others and being generous when we can. There 
are endless ways in which we can be loving, and we always 
know when we aren’t being so.
–Christopher Simon

“ “

Give It Away
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Eagle Grove Police Report
January 23

8:00 AM: A caller report-
ed an accident at the inter-
section of Northeast 4th 
Street and Blaine Avenue. 
Both vehicles were still on 
scene, and the roadway was 
blocked. Injuries were un-
known.

9:15 AM: A caller re-
quested a return call regard-
ing an accident earlier in the 
day at Northeast 4th Street 
and Blaine Avenue. They 
wanted to know who was 
responsible for damages.

4:43 PM: A caller request-
ed a return call regarding a 
welfare check on a dog. The 
caller, a mail carrier, attend-
ed a council meeting where 
they believed the owner 
was given 24 hours to re-
move the dog. The owner 
later stated they still had the 
dog.

4:51 PM: A burgundy car 
was reported parked in front 
of a residence in the 500 of 
South Washington Avenue, 
facing the wrong way and 
blocking traffic.

5:10 PM: A caller request-
ed a return call regarding a 
matter in the 700 of North 
Montgomery Avenue.

5:14 PM: A caller re-
quested a welfare check on 
their sons, who were liv-
ing with their mother and 
grandmother. The caller 
had not heard from them in 
four days.

5:55 PM: A hit-and-run 
was reported outside a res-
idence in the 500 block Of 
SE 5th Street.

8:19 PM: Traffic stop in 
the 500 block of Southeast 
3rd Street.

January 24
8:15 AM: A small white 

dog without a collar ran into 
the road near Northwest 6th 
Street and the elementary 
school. The caller tried to 
catch it, but the dog was not 
friendly and ran away.

9:57 AM: A person re-
quested a report regarding 
an incident.

11:52 AM: Traffic stop 
at the intersection of South 
Water Street and Highway 
3 in Goldfield.

3:02 PM: A package was 
reported stolen in the 100 of 
Hewitt Avenue. The pack-
age contained new license 
plates and vehicle registra-
tion.

6:19 PM: A vehicle break-
in was reported. The caller 
stated something was stolen 
from their car, and a witness 
was on scene.

6:43 PM: A person re-
ported a violation of a pro-
tective order in the 200 of 
South Lucas Avenue.

9:36 PM: A man was 
reported intoxicated and 
pounding on doors at an 
apartment complex in the 
500 of South Park Avenue.

10:51 PM: Traffic stop 
near Broadway Avenue and 
Northwest Drive.

11:12 PM: Traffic stop at 
Wright Avenue and North-
east 2nd Street.

11:58 PM: Traffic stop 
in front of the pool. The 
vehicle was a white Kia 
Sportage with no license 
plate.

January 25
11:07 AM: A prowler was 

reported in the 400 of West 
Webster Street in Goldfield. 
A resident stated someone 
kicked her bedroom door 
while she was sleeping and 
woke her up. She was the 
only person in the apart-
ment, and the only others 
with access were her par-
ents, who were out of town.

12:57 PM: A report 
of reckless driving was 

made.A white truck with 
a ladder rack, marked 
"Broadway Mechanical," 
was seen speeding and run-
ning a stop sign on West 
Broadway. The vehicle 
was last seen heading to-
ward the football field near 
Northwest 4th Street.

2:06 PM: A concerned 
citizen reported a black 
pickup truck parked at Joe's 
Shop with the door wide 
open and a purse inside. No 
one was around the vehicle.

3:15 PM: Traffic stop in 
the 200 of East Broadway 
Avenue.

7:07 PM: Traffic stop 
near 350th Street and High-
way 17.

7:20 PM: A pregnant 
woman was brought to 
Pop's Pizza after being 
thrown out of a house by 
friends. She wanted a ride 
to Clarion.

7:54 PM: Traffic stop at 
the intersection of North-
east 2nd Street and Mont-
gomery Avenue.

8:48 PM: Traffic stop 
near Southwest 2nd Street. 
A Chevrolet Silverado with 
no plates was reported.

9:18 PM: Traffic stop at 
the intersection of Mont-
gomery Avenue and Main 
Street in Goldfield.

10:03 PM: Traffic stop at 
Northeast 2nd Street and 
Wright Avenue.

10:14 PM: Traffic stop 
at Northeast 2nd Street 
and Jackson Avenue. A red 
SUV with no plates was re-
ported.

January 26
1:05 AM: A report was 

made of a missing Husky/
Pit mix dog wearing a black 
leather collar in the 100 of 
South Park Avenue.

1:34 AM: Traffic stop at 
the intersection of South 
Iowa Avenue and West 
Broadway.

10:18 AM: A report of 
two dogs running loose, 
both brown French Bull-
dogs. One was wearing a 
collar, the other was not.

2:50 PM: Traffic stop 
near the airport.

5:50 PM: Traffic stop 
near 250th Street and High-
way 17.

5:59 PM: Traffic stop 
near 255th Street and North 
Wright Avenue.

8:38 PM: Traffic stop 
near South Jackson Avenue 
and West Broadway.

8:45 PM: A report of ha-
rassment was made near 
South Jackson Avenue and 
West Broadway.

10:24 PM: Traffic stop 
near Casey’s.

10:43 PM: Traffic stop in 
front of the police station.

11:33 PM: Traffic stop 
across from Stadler’s Con-
struction.

11:50 PM: Traffic stop 
near 255th and Highway 
17.

January 27
12:24 AM: Traffic stop in 

the 500 of South Commer-
cial Avenue.

4:55 AM: Traffic stop 
near the 2800 of Highway 
17.

12:30 PM: A caller re-
ported an injured dog in the 
roadway near the new grain 
bin by Gold Eagle.

1:30 PM: Officer met a 
citizen at Robert Blue.

2:33 PM: A caller request-
ed a return call regarding a 
car accident their son was 
involved in last week.

8:12 PM: Traffic stop in 
the 500 of South Commer-
cial Avenue.

8:37 PM: Traffic stop 
near Northeast 5th Street 
and Wright Avenue.

11:34 PM: Traffic stop 
near Southeast 5th Street 
and Morningside Drive.

January 28
8:40 AM: A funeral es-

cort was requested at 11:30 
AM from Samuel Luther-
an Church, with assistance 
needed for exiting town to-
ward Thor.

12:03 PM: A small Po-
meranian dog was found 
and taken to the vet. The 
owner's house in the 200 of 
South Lucas Avenue was 
checked, but no one was 
home. The vet was closed 
until 1:00 PM, so an officer 
was asked to contact the 
owner.

12:48 PM: A return call 
was requested.

3:04 PM: A report of a 
suicidal person was made 
in the 100 block of North 
Wright Avenue.

3:32 PM: Assistance was 
requested at the police sta-
tion.

3:34 PM: A return call 
was requested regarding 
a case follow-up from the 
previous day.

3:35 PM: A caller was at 
the police station but could 
not be understood due to a 
language barrier.

6:15 PM: A caller in the 
300 block of Southwest 
2nd Street reported a male 
knocking on their window 
at Prestage and trying to 
start a fight. They requested 
a restraining order and were 
waiting outside the police 
station.

7:21 PM: Traffic stop on 
Highway 3 near West Cal-
houn in Goldfield.

8:12 PM: A return call 
was requested from the po-
lice station.

8:19 PM: A return call 
was requested from Gold-
field. The caller had been 
pulled over earlier and 
wanted to ask an officer 
some questions.

9:29 PM: A violation of a 
protective order was report-
ed in the 400 block of East 
Broadway Avenue.

10:53 PM: Officer met 
a citizen in the lobby of a 
building in the 1500 block 
of North Iowa Avenue.

10:57 PM: A person at the 
police station lobby request-
ed a ride home because they 
could not drive. They were 
informed that officers do 
not usually give rides but 
were advised to speak with 
an officer and were allowed 
to use the phone.

January 29
3:55 AM: Traffic stop 

near the 200 block of 
Southwest 2nd Street.

5:34 AM: Traffic stop 
near South Jackson Avenue 
and Southeast 2nd Street.

6:32 AM: A burglary 
alarm went off at a business 
in the 200 block of South-
east 3rd Street. The alarm 
company indicated a glass 
break motion near overhead 
door #5. The alarm was lat-
er canceled after verifying 
that an employee was on 
the premises.

7:56 AM: Traffic stop 
near the west parking lot of 
the high school.

11:24 AM: A caller came 
to the police station and 
requested to speak with an 
officer.

12:39 PM: A vehicle 
blocking the road was re-
ported near Northeast 8th 
Street and Montgomery 
Avenue. The city adminis-
trator reported the incident.

4:46 PM: Traffic stop near 
Jackson and NE 2nd St.

8:52 PM: Traffic stop 
near Western Avenue and 
West Broadway.

Members of Congress Refused 
Entry to USAID Agency Shuttered 

by Trump Administration
WASHINGTON — Dem-

ocratic members of Con-
gress were denied entry 
Monday to the U.S. Agency 
for International Develop-
ment, after billionaire Elon 
Musk, empowered by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, worked 
to close the nation’s humani-
tarian arm.

Senators and House mem-
bers rallied outside the agen-
cy’s shuttered headquarters 
in Washington, D.C., vow-
ing to fight Musk’s actions 
over the weekend. That in-
cluded sending individuals 
from Musk’s Department of 
Government Efficiency, or 
DOGE, to forcefully access 
USAID’s computer systems 
and files.

“We are not going to let 
this injustice happen. Con-
gress created this agency 
with the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 and if you want 
to change it, you got to 
change that law,” Rep. Ger-
ry Connolly of Virginia told 
a large crowd that gathered 
outside the Ronald Reagan 
Building and Internation-
al Trade Center, where the 
agency is housed.

Sen. Chris Van Hollen told 
a swarm of journalists and 
USAID employees that the 
Trump administration’s ac-
tion against USAID was “il-
legal” and that he had been 
speaking to lawyers over the 
weekend.

“This is a clear violation of 
our law,” the Maryland Dem-
ocrat told the crowd, which 
was dotted with homemade 
protest signs reading “US-
AID Must Be Saved” and 
“USAID Saves Lives.”

Sen. Brian Schatz of Ha-
waii, who also joined the 
press conference, announced 
afterward that he would 
place a blanket hold on all of 
Trump’s State Department 
nominees going forward.

Connolly, Van Hollen, 
Schatz and several other 
Democratic lawmakers, in-
cluding Reps. Jamie Raskin 
and Johnny Olszewski of 
Maryland, Don Beyer of 
Virginia, and Ilhan Omar 
of Minnesota, were denied 
entry to USAID’s office 
following the outdoor press 
conference.

Employees received 
emails and text blasts tell-
ing them not to report to the 
building Monday.

Agency manages $40B
in U.S. spending

The workforce of rough-

ly 10,000 — two-thirds of 
which work overseas — 
manages projects and dis-
tributes funds that reach ap-
proximately 130 countries. 
The agency was appropri-
ated roughly $40 billion in 
fiscal year 2023.

The agency, by statute, is 
an “independent establish-
ment” and “under direct au-
thority and policy guidance 
of the Secretary of State,” 
according to the nonpartisan 
Congressional Research Ser-
vice.

Speaking to reporters in El 
Salvador Monday, Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio said he 
is now the acting administra-
tor for USAID.

Rubio told reporters that 
USAID “is involved in pro-
grams that run counter to 
what we’re trying to do in 
our national strategy” in any 
given country.

“It’s been 20 or 30 years 
where people have tried to 
reform it, and it refuses to 
reform, it refuses to cooper-
ate,” Rubio said.

Early Monday, Musk said 
during a live conversation on 
X Spaces that Trump “agreed 
we should shut it down,” The 
Associated Press reported. 
Recordings of live X Spaces 
are not automatically public-
ly available afterward. Musk 
was joined by GOP Sens. 
Joni Ernst of Iowa and Mike 
Lee of Utah during the live 
chat.

The agency’s website, US-
AID.gov, and its X social 
media account went dark 
Saturday.

Democrats demand
update from Rubio

Individuals identifying 
themselves as DOGE per-
sonnel entered USAID head-
quarters over the weekend to 
access the agency’s comput-
ers and files, CNN reported. 
At least two USAID security 
officials were put on admin-
istrative leave after initially 
refusing to grant access.

Trump signed an execu-
tive order on his first day in 
office establishing DOGE 
for the purposes of “mod-
ernizing Federal technology 
and software to maximize 
governmental efficiency and 
productivity.”

Democrats on the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Re-
lations have asked Rubio 
for an “immediate update” 
on who accessed USAID’s 
system and files on Saturday 
and whether they reviewed 

classified and personally 
identifiable information.

“While some of the indi-
viduals purported to have 
security clearances, it is 
unclear whether those who 
accessed secure classified fa-
cilities had proper clearance 
or what they were seeking to 
access. We understand that 
the security guards present at 
the facility were threatened 
when they raised questions,” 
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen of New 
Hampshire, the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee’s 
top Democrat, wrote in a 
letter co-signed by all Dem-
ocrats on the panel.

Shaheen said the commit-
tee, which has jurisdiction 
over monitoring interna-
tional aid, was not notified 
that Trump’s Department of 
Government Efficiency was 
planning to visit USAID’s 
headquarters.

“Following this incident, 
the senior management of 
the Office of Security, which 
secures USAID personnel 
and facilities and safeguards 
national security informa-
tion, were placed on admin-
istrative leave. The potential 
access of sensitive, even 
classified, files, which may 
include the personally iden-
tifiable information (PII) of 
Americans working with 
USAID, and this incident 
as a whole, raises deep con-
cerns about the protection 
and safeguarding of matters 
related to U.S. national secu-
rity,” Shaheen wrote.

DOGE representative Ka-
tie Miller wrote on X Sunday 
that “No classified material 
was accessed without proper 
security clearances.”

Trump told journalists 
Sunday that USAID is “run 
by radical lunatics, and 
we’re getting them out and 
we’ll make a decision.”

In a post on his social 
media platform X Sunday, 
Musk wrote that the agency 
is “a criminal organization.”

States Newsroom reached 
out to the White House and 
the State Department for 
comment.

Just hours into his presi-
dency, Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order to halt foreign 
assistance programs for 90 
days.

©Copyright 2025, States 
Newsroom. Published under 
Creative Commons license 
CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. Read 
more at newsfromthestates.
com.

Sen. Chris Van Hollen, left, D-Md., and Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., right, 
speak to a crowd gathered at the shuttered Washington, D.C., headquarters 
of the U.S. Agency for International Development on Feb. 3, 2025. (Photo by 
Ashley Murray/States Newsroom)
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Check out 
the Classifieds

MISC.
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-855-954-
5087 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-376-4154

MISC.

THANK YOU
Thank you for the lovely 
cards I received for my 90th 
– much appreciated. 

Bonnie Govern

HELP WANTED
POLICE OFFICER: Indi-
anola Police Department is 
taking applications for the 
positions of Police/Patrol 
Officer. Obtain applications 
by visiting https://indiano-
laiowa.applicantpro.com/
jobs , choose Police Officer. 
Deadline 2/7/2025 EOE

Does your basement or 
crawl space need some 
attention? Call Thrasher 
Foundation Repair! A per-
manent solution for water-
proofing, failing founda-
tions, sinking concrete and 
nasty crawl spaces. FREE 
Inspection & Same Day 
Estimate. $250 off ANY 
project with code GET250. 
Call 1-866-554-1730

MISC.

CLEAN
ENERGY
MADE

House for sale by owner 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Full basement, appliances 
included

309 School Street
Goldfield, Iowa
641-931-0912

FOR SALE

* YOUR SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

City:  ___________________________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip:_____________

o Local $56 for 1 year o $36 for 6 months
o Out of Area $65 for 1 year o $46 for 6 months
o Online Only $51 for 1 year o $31 for 6 months

ENTER BILLING INFORMATION

Credit Card Number:_______________________________

Exp. Date:  _________________________________________

o MasterCard    o Visa    o American Express    o Discover    o Check
ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION (OPTIONAL):
User Name:  ________________________________
Password:   _________________________________
Email: ______________________________________

Send this form with payment to: P.O. Box 29 - Hampton, IA 50441 • 1-800-558-1244, ext. 122
or Drop Off: Eldora Newspaper, 1254 Edgington Avenue, Eldora, IA 50627

Subscribe today!Subscribe today!
Free E-Edition Access with Home Delivery Local $59 for 1 year

Out of Area $66 for 1 year
Online Only $54 for 1 year

$42 for 6 months
$49 for 6 months
$37 for 6 months* YOUR SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

City:  ___________________________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip:_____________

o Local $56 for 1 year o $36 for 6 months
o Out of Area $65 for 1 year o $46 for 6 months
o Online Only $51 for 1 year o $31 for 6 months

ENTER BILLING INFORMATION

Credit Card Number:_______________________________

Exp. Date:  _________________________________________

o MasterCard    o Visa    o American Express    o Discover    o Check
ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION (OPTIONAL):
User Name:  ________________________________
Password:   _________________________________
Email: ______________________________________

Send this form with payment to: P.O. Box 29 - Hampton, IA 50441 • 1-800-558-1244, ext. 122
or Drop Off: Eldora Newspaper, 1254 Edgington Avenue, Eldora, IA 50627

Subscribe today!Subscribe today!
Free E-Edition Access with Home Delivery

Send this form with payment to: P.O. Box 29 - Hampton, IA 50441 • 1-800-558-1244, ext. 122
or Drop Off: Eagle Grove Eagle, 304 W Broadway St., Eagle Grove, IA 50533

Local $69 for 1 year
Out of Area $76 for 1 year
Online Only $64 for 1 year

$48 for 6 months
$55 for 6 months
$43 for 6 months

The Eagle Grove Eagle
304 W Broadway St., Eagle Grove

515-448-4745

available at theavailable at the
Eagle Grove Eagle!Eagle Grove Eagle!
• 4x6, 4x8, 5x7, 8x10, 8x12
• Passport Photos
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• Single-page Calendars
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Wright County Pool League
# Name Rnd 

W
Rnd 

L
Pts+ Pts +* Wins Loss Win % Avg*

1 Moes 34 10 858 855 66 33 66.67 8.64
2 Wizards 28 16 820 796 57 42 57.58 8.04
3 Rookies 26 22 853 835 58 50 53.7 7.73
4 Strokers and Pokers 22 22 805 793 56 43 56.57 8.01
5 Replacements 22 22 786 783 55 44 55.56 7.91
6 Fa’que 22 22 763 739 44 55 44.44 7.46
7 Motley Cue 16 28 737 716 40 59 40.4 7.23
8 Kim Jong Pool 10 38 729 660 29 79 26.85 6.11

TEAM STANDINGS:

*No Handicap

# Name Team(s) Pts+ Pts- Diff* Gms Wins Loss Win % Avg+
1 Zach Martin Rookies 301 222 79 36 24 12 66.67 8.36
2 Steve Martin Moes 297 198 99 33 26 7 78.79 9
3 Dave Walker Wizards 294 183 111 33 27 6 81.82 8.91
4 Alec Martin Rookies 286 274 12 36 19 17 52.78 7.94
5 Steve Evans Moes 281 247 34 33 20 13 60.61 8.52
6 Dick Stumpf Moes 277 227 50 33 20 13 60.61 8.39
7 Mike Rolo Strokers and Pokers 275 233 42 33 20 13 60.61 8.33
8 Jason Stumpf Replacements 262 253 9 33 17 16 51.52 7.94
9 Daryl Ward Motley Cue 262 251 11 33 16 17 48.48 7.94
10 Steve Gordon Wizards 262 252 10 33 16 17 48.48 7.94
11 Derrick Linn Strokers and Pokers 259 212 47 30 20 10 66.67 8.63
12 Brandon ThompsonReplacements 256 240 16 33 19 14 57.58 7.76
13 Blake Jackson Rookies 248 301 -53 36 15 21 41.67 6.89
14 Eric Hogle Replacements 243 213 30 30 18 12 60 8.1
15 Dart Humphrey Motley Cue 243 258 -15 33 15 18 45.45 7.36
16 Keith Larue Fa’que 242 264 -22 33 13 20 39.39 7.33
17 Ryan Gardalen Fa’que 241 267 -26 33 13 20 39.39 7.3
18 Tom Thielen Wizards 240 277 -37 33 14 19 42.42 7.27
19 Jeff Asmus Strokers and Pokers 233 266 -33 33 14 19 42.42 7.06
20 Denny Gardalen Fa’que 226 228 -2 30 15 15 50 7.53
21 Kyle Disney Kim Jong Pool 207 320 -113 36 10 26 27.78 5.75
22 Dean Kirstein Replacements 199 249 -50 30 12 18 40 6.63
23 Kelly Hill Kim Jong Pool 144 226 -82 24 4 20 16.67 6
24 Adam Russel Kim Jong Pool 132 194 -62 21 4 17 19.05 6.29
25 Brant Buhr Motley Cue 111 116 -5 15 6 9 40 7.4
26 Colt Allen Motley Cue 100 169 -69 18 3 15 16.67 5.56
27 Jeff Linn Fa’que 56 37 19 6 5 1 83.33 9.33

PLAYER STANDINGS:

*No Handicap

Pool Report 
sponsored by

Wright County Showdown in The Grove
Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

 Longtime EGHS rival, 
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
– the No. 9 ranked team in 
2A – visited town last week 
for a Tuesday night of boys 
wrestling. The home and 
away bleachers were con-
gested for a short and most-
ly one-sided dual that saw 
the Cowboys prevail 71-11.  

The lightweights went 

head-to-head to start the 
action, and freshman 
106-pounder Ethan Sch-
reiber fell behind 7-0 in the 
1st period of his match with 
Cole Wibholm. The slip-
pery Schreiber refused to be 
pinned, but lost a 15-0 tech 
fall in the 2nd. 

Andrew Orozco battled 
intensely in his skirmish 
with Paxton Redenius at 
113. Orozco led 4-3 in the 

1st period after recording an 
escape and a takedown, but 
Redenius eventually won by 
fall in 3:27.

Eagle Grove’s star 
120-pounder Dylan Terwil-
liger gave his home crowd 
something to cheer for in 
his match vs. Angel Cortes. 
He outmaneuvered and out-
witted the Cowboy on his 
way to an 18-2 tech fall win 
in 2:51.

Hunter Waldo-Martinez  
(126) and Jackson Babcock 
(138) would both lose their 
matches via fall, and Eagle 

Grove surrendered 30 ad-
ditional points due to open 
weights at 132, 144, 150, 
165, and 215. 

Hayden Schafer dominat-
ed C-G-D’s Caden Hauen-
stein at 157, jumping to a 
17-3 lead before winning 
via fall in 3:34. 

Carter Bjorklund (175) 
and Jayden Kreitlow (190) 
were both bumped up a 
weight class. They, along 
with Jesus Baez at 285, 
would lose by fall in the 1st 
period of their respective 
matches.  

Hayden Schafer needed some tape from Aaron 
Schafer during a break in the action.

Senior Jesus Baez was honored before the C-G-D 
dual. (Photos by Taylor Smith)

Freshmen Perform 
Well To Close
Out January

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

Eagle Grove’s girls 
basketball team went up 
against two Top of Iowa 
opponents last week.

On Tuesday night, the 
purple and gold faced 9-7 
Lake Mills on the road and 
lost 56-31. Against Central 
Springs on Friday, they fell 
48-16.

Salem Willard shot 80% 
from the field and was Ea-
gle Grove’s highest scorer 
with 10 points. Myka An-
derson sank a pair of threes 
and had eight points to go 
along with four rebounds. 

Myah Edwards record-
ed two steals, two blocks, 
and six boards. Taytum Ed-
wards scored six with two 
steals against the Bulldogs, 
and Kendra Schild grabbed 
seven rebounds.

In the game vs. the 7-9 
Panthers, Taytum Edwards 
led the way with seven 
points and four steals. Ellie 
Lenning scored seven, se-
cured five boards, and had 
three steals. 

Schild pulled down an-
other eight rebounds, and 
Willard finished the game 
with two points, two steals, 
and six boards.

Ellie Lenning blows past a Central Springs 
defender. (Photo by Mitch Jones Photography)

Morris 
Shows 
Out On 
Senior 
Night
Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

A few days after a nine-
point loss in Lake Mills, the 
Eagle Grove boys basket-
ball team ended their three-
game skid with a home win 
over Central Springs.

The game was knotted at 
43 after three quarters, but 
Eagle Grove outscored the 
Panthers 19-8 in the 4th and 
escaped with a 62-51 senior 
night win. 

 Jaxon Morris shot 59% 
from the field and fin-
ished with team-highs of 
21 points and seven steals. 
Abraham Lin added 17 
points, eight rebounds, 
three steals, and two blocks.

 Josh Miller dropped 12 
points and shot at an 83% 
clip. Sophomores Adrian 
Whipple and Gavin Ped-
ersen both scored five. 
Whipple dished out four 
assists with four steals, and 
Pedersen wrangled in nine 
boards. 

Josh Miller flushes the ball as a defender 
looks on. (Photo by Mitch Jones Photography)

Girls Wrestlers Wrap Up Season In Osage
Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

On Saturday, girls wres-
tlers from Eagle Grove 
competed in their Class 2A 
Reg. 4 state qualifying meet 
in Osage. A slew of ranked 
wrestlers from 18 schools 
were in attendance and 
only the top two individual 
finishers from each weight 
class would advance to this 
weekend’s state tourna-
ment in Coralville.  

Catherine Orozco, who 
weighed in at 100 lbs. for 
most of the season, was 
bumped up to 105 in Osage. 
She lost by fall in the quar-
terfinal to a Sumner-Fred-
ericksburg opponent, but 
rebounded with a 2nd peri-
od win by fall over Ashlyn 
Blake of MFL MarMac. 

Orozco lost by fall in the 
next consolation round and 
ended her season with a 23-
12 record. 

Jaymie Anderson, who 
battled injuries for a por-
tion of her junior season, 
wrestled at 120 for the 
Eagles. She earned a 2nd 
period win by fall in her 
first match, but drew #10 
(1A) Taylor Thayer of Em-
metsburg in the semifinals. 
Anderson was pinned by 
Thayer, but came back with 
a pin of her own in the con-
solation semis. In the 3rd 
place match, Anderson lost 
by fall to Tori Keonigs of 
Riceville and had to settle 
for 4th place. 

Keylyee Collins (125) 
faced wrestlers from North-
wood-Kensett and North 

Butler-Clarksville, but lost 
both matches by fall. 

As a team, the Eagles 
finished with 18 points 
for 16th place overall. 

Osage won the tournament 
with 235 points, followed 
by Decorah (205) and 
Sumner-Fredericksburg 
(146.5).

Catherine Orozco smiles after a wrestleback win.

Jaymie Anderson went 18-7 this 
season. (Photos by Taylor Smith)

Keylyee Collins crouches in her match vs. Jessika Ausborn of 
Northwood-Kensett.

Trio of Eagles 
Place 4th in 

Guthrie Center
Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

On Saturday, the Eagle 
Grove boys wrestling team 
traveled to AC/GC High 
School for the massive 
Charger Invitational. 

Dylan Terwilliger went 
4-2 and finished 4th at 120. 
He won twice by fall, once 
by major decision, and 
once by technical fall be-
fore losing by fall to Way-
lon Logue of Southeast 
Warren/Melcher-Dallas in 
the 3rd place match. 

Hayden Schafer also 
took 4th place after going 
3-2 at 157. The junior won 
two decisions and a major 
decision, but lost a 4-1 de-

cision to Caden Gibbons of 
Central Springs in his final 
match of the day. 

At 175, Jayden Kreitlow 
held his own and went 3-2 
on his way to 5th place. He 
won twice by fall and once 
by medical forfeit.

Jesus Baez pinned his 
way to the 3rd place match 
at 285, but lost by fall in 
the 3rd period and finished 
4th. 

As a team, Eagle Grove 
scored 93 total points, 
good enough for 11th place 
out of 24 schools. South-
east Polk (237.5) won the 
invitational, followed by 
Riverside, Oakland (236.5) 
and Central Springs (202).
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Thursday, Feb. 6
• Varsity Esports vs. 
Woodward-Granger, 4 p.m.
• Junior High Boys/
Girls Wrestling @ EG 
Elementary, 4:15 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 7
• Girls JV/Varsity 
Basketball vs. North Iowa 
@ EG Elementary, 4 p.m.
• Boys JV/Varsity 
Basketball vs. North Iowa 
@ EG Elementary, 5 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 8
• Boys Varsity Wrestling @ 
EG Elementary, 10 a.m.

Monday, Feb. 10
• Junior High Boys 
Wrestling @ West 
Hancock, 4:15 p.m.
• Boys JJV Boys 
Basketball vs. West 
Bend-Mallard @ EG 
Elementary, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 11
• Girls JV/Varsity 
Basketball vs. Garner-
Hayfield-Ventura @ EG 
Elementary, 4 p.m.
• Boys JV/Varsity 
Basketball vs. Garner-
Hayfield-Ventura @ EG 
Elementary, 5 p.m.
• Junior High Girls Basket-
ball vs. West Hancock @ 
EGHS, 4:15 p.m.

UPCOMING
SPORTS

SCHEDULE

Now Hiring
Refinery Lab Tech

Eagle Grove, IA
Apply on-line at agp.com/careers

Or
in person at

500 North Commercial, Eagle Grove, IA
(800) 247-1345

Ag Processing Inc is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
and participates in E-Verify.

Refinery Utility
Ag Processing Inc (AGP) is currently looking to 

hire utility workers in an entry level 
capacity. This is an amazing opportunity with 
growth potential at our Eagle Grove facility.

AGP offers a positive work environment. Utility 
duties include both indoor & outdoor work activity 

with a Monday-Friday schedule. Candidates 
should have a high school diploma or equivalent.

Don’t miss out on your chance for 
advancement at AGP. Apply today by filling 
out an application at our Eagle Grove main 

office located at 500 North Commercial 
Avenue, Eagle Grove or at AGP.com.

Ag Processing Inc is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer & participates in E-Verify.

Sanitation Workers
Ag Processing Inc (AGP) is currently looking to 

hire sanitation workers in an entry level capacity. 
This is an amazing opportunity with growth 

potential at our Eagle Grove fancily. AGP offers a 
positive work environment. 

Sanitation duties include both indoor & outdoor 
work activity with a rotating shift schedule. 

Candidates should have a high school  
diploma or equivalent. 

Don’t miss out on your chance for 
advancement at AGP. Apply today by filling out 
an application at our Eagle Grove main office 

located at 500 North Commercial Avenue, 
Eagle Grove or at AGP.com.

AG Processing Inc is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer & participates in E-Verify.

facility.

Sanitation Workers
Ag Processing Inc (AGP) is currently looking to 

hire sanitation workers in an entry level capacity. 
This is an amazing opportunity with growth 

potential at our Eagle Grove fancily. AGP offers a 
positive work environment. 

Sanitation duties include both indoor & outdoor 
work activity with a rotating shift schedule. 

Candidates should have a high school  
diploma or equivalent. 

Don’t miss out on your chance for 
advancement at AGP. Apply today by filling out 
an application at our Eagle Grove main office 

located at 500 North Commercial Avenue, 
Eagle Grove or at AGP.com.

AG Processing Inc is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer & participates in E-Verify.

facility.

Refinery Material Handler

Refinery Material Handler duties include both 
indoor & outdoor work activity with a rotating 

shift schedule. Candidates should have a 
high school diploma or equivalent.

Ag Processing Inc (AGP) is currently looking to 
hire refinery material handler workers in an entry 

level capacity. This is an amazing opportunity 
with growth potential at our Eagle Grove facility. 

AGP offers a positive work environment.

OAKDALE CHAPTER 
IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE 

RENWICK, IOWA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8th, 2025 
SNOW DATE:  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9th AT 2 PM 

  

DOORS OPEN: 4:30 PM 
SUPPER:  5:30 PM 
AUCTION: 7:00 PM 

  
  

 
 

TICKETS:  $25.00 
 

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

 16 Eagle Grove senior 
basketball players, wres-
tlers, and cheerleaders 
were honored last week at 
the Tuesday night wres-
tling dual vs. C-G-D and 
at the Friday night basket-
ball game against Central 
Springs. 

 Escorted by their loved 
ones and wearing shirts that 
featured their baby pictures, 
the group enjoyed a special 
moment in the spotlight in 
front of their home fans. 
Four seniors involved in 
wrestling or cheerleading 
walked on Tuesday, and the 
remaining group received 
their flowers on Friday.

 Boys Wrestling: Jesus 
Baez

 Wrestling Cheerleading: 
Elizabeth Lopez, Ashley 
Deleon, Gizelle Gonzalez

Boys Basketball: Patrick 
Heaton, Joshua Miller, Jax-
on Morris, Connor Willard, 
Lin Ya-Bo, Evan Cooper, 
Jared Arelolo, Dylan Beck

Girls Basketball: Myah 
Edwards, Yarisette Pelico

Basketball Cheerleading: 
Arianna Bisson-Rink, Ash-
ley Dleon, Nydia Lopez.

Jaxon MorrisJaxon Morris

Josh MillerJosh Miller

Dylan BeckDylan Beck

Elizabeth LopezElizabeth Lopez Jared AreloloJared Arelolo

Evan Cooper (L) and Lin Ya-Bo (R)Evan Cooper (L) and Lin Ya-Bo (R) Connor WillardConnor Willard

Gizelle GonzalezGizelle Gonzalez Yarisette PelicoYarisette Pelico

Myah EdwardsMyah Edwards Nydia LopezNydia Lopez

Patrick HeatonPatrick Heaton

Arianna Bisson-RinkArianna Bisson-Rink

Ashley DeleonAshley Deleon

(Photos by Mitch Jones Photography)

Jesus BaezJesus Baez

10/2020

a word to the wise
Are you a print subscriber already?

Our print subscriptions include access
to the e-edition at no extra cost.
If you are a print subscriber and
would like the e-edition, please
call our circulation department

at 1-800-558-1244 ext 122
or email 

circulation@midamericapub.com
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Chicken wings are fun to dissect, but better to eat. 

Mrs. Omvig's 6th grade science class got to 
see what chicken wings look like on the inside. 

Pupils were able to discuss the differences 
and similarities between chicken wings 
and human arms. (Photos from Eagle Grove 
Community Schools Facebook)

Dissection is on 
the Menu!

AGP employees pose with EGCSD faculty members in front of their generous donation.

Students will be especially grateful for donated 
art supplies and writing utensils. 

You can never be too warm during the cold winter 
months! (Photos from Eagle Grove Community 
Schools Facebook)

Local Business Donates Supplies to EGCSD

After a day spent playing with kids from other 
schools, the students were able to showcase 
their work at a concert. 

On Saturday, seven RBMS students 
participated in the Middles & Music Honor 
Band at South Hamilton schools. (Photos by 
Elizabeth Schwake Facebook)

Middle Schoolers 
Take Part in
Honor Band

It's static-electricity!

Mr. Ascherl's science class took part in several experiments to see how charged objects can alter other materials. 

What's the conclusion here? (Photos from Eagle Grove 
Community Schools Facebook)

Science Experiments Can Get Hairy

Send us your new address
before you move...

...so your subscription isn’t interrupted.
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Just a drop will do! (Photos from Robert Blue Middle 
School Facebook)

Last week, 6th graders used clues to help solve 
the mystery of “who killed Ernie?”

Middle schoolers discussed blood types during 
their cells and systems unit. 

Whodunnit?

Mr. Beacham was kind enough to show off some of his storm chasing tools. 

Caleb Beacham, a professional storm chaser with “Ryan Hall Y'all and The 
Y'all Squad” visited the 3rd graders during science class. (Photos from Eagle 
Grove Community Schools Facebook)

Tornadoes and hurricanes are enthralling subjects. 

Wondering About The Weather

If you hold an RN license and are interested in competitive pay, stop 
by the administration office and apply to be a substitute school 
nurse! (Graphic by Eagle Grove Community Schools Facebook)

Jerry Becker, who teaches history for EGCSD, was recently recognized 
by Professional Educators of Iowa for his 62 years of service. (Graphic by 
Professional Educators of Iowa Facebook)

All are 
welcome 
to attend 

a meeting 
for the 
Eagle 
Grove 
Music 

Boosters
(Graphic 
by Eagle 

Grove 
Music 

Boosters 
Facebook)
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THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR WRIGHT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
LOUIS NICHOLS, Deceased

ESPR017674
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATOR AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the Es-
tate of Louis Nichols, Deceased, 
who died on or about January 3, 
2025:
You are hereby notified that on 
January 22, 2025, the undersigned 
was appointed administrator of the 
estate.
Notice is hereby given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and cred-
itors having claims against the es-
tate shall file them with the clerk of 

the above named district court, as 
provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed 
by the later to occur four months 
from the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month from 
the date of the mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or paid) 
a claim is thereafter forever barred.
Dated on January 23, 2025.
              Linda Christian,
              Administrator of the Estate
              PO Box 74
              Goldfield , IA 50542
Dani L. Eisentrager, ICIS#: 20041
Attorney for the Administrator
Eisentrager Law
109 South Commercial Avenue
P.O. Box 346
Eagle Grove, IA 50533
Date of second publication:  
2/6/2025

Published in the Eagle Grove Eagle on Thursday, Jan. 30, and Feb. 6, 2025

PROBATE • LOUIS NICHOLS
January 20, 2025

The Board of Supervisors met as 
Drainage District Trustees.  To 
view the minutes from the drainage 
meeting, see the Drainage District 
minutes on the County website.  
Chairman Rasmussen called the 
regular meeting of the Wright Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors to order at 
9:16 a.m.  Members present were 
Rasmussen, Kluss, Bosch, Loux 
and Ellis.  
Motion by Ellis and seconded by 
Kluss to approve the tentative 
agenda.  Motion carries.  
Minutes of the previous regular 
meeting of January 13, 2025 were 
read and approved. 
Approved claims for payment.  
Duane Asbe with the Wright Coun-
ty Charitable Foundation gave an 
annual update and presented the 
board with a list of 39 different funds 
that the foundation gives grants 
from. Asbe then requested that the 
board considers the Wright County 
Charitable Foundation when dis-
cussing budgets and continues to 
support the foundation financially.
Motion by Kluss and seconded 
by Loux to receive the Recorder’s 
quarterly revenue report.  Motion 
carries.  
Motion by Kluss and seconded by 
Bosch to appoint Kent Kirstein as 
Grant Township Trustee to fulfill the 
remaining two years of Gary Mar-
tin’s four year term. Motion carries.
Motion by Kluss and seconded by 
Loux to authorize Amanda Meyer, 
Auditor and Joan Shillinglaw, Ac-

counts Payable Clerk, to manage 
and make changes to the County 
Visa Credit Cards. Motion carries.
Adam Clemons, Wright County 
Engineer, reviewed a bridge re-
placement project on Taylor Ave 
over Luicks Creek in section 31, of 
Pleasant Township, explaining that 
they will be replacing a 24’ by 57’ 
Triple Span Timber Bridge with a 
24’ by 80’ Triple Span Continuous 
Concrete Slab Bridge. The Letting 
for this project will take place on 
April 15, 2025. Motion by Kluss 
and seconded by Bosch to approve 
the final plans for project BROS-
C099(106)--8J-99. Motion carries.
Clemons then explained a memo-
randum for installation of a private 
drain tile in County Road Right of 
Way located in the NE ¼ of Section 
10, Boone Township. The landown-
er, Jay Pogge, would like to install 
the private drain tile within the road 
right of way at a depth of about ten 
feet. Motion by Kluss and seconded 
by Bosch to approve the memoran-
dum to install a private drain tile on 
110th St. between Emmett Ave. and 
Davis Ave. and sign the contract 
with the landowners. Motion carries.
Clemons then gave an update on 
Secondary Roads department.   
Motion by Kluss and seconded by 
Bosch to adjourn the meeting.  Mo-
tion carries.  
Rick Rasmussen, Chairman
Wright County Board of Supervisors
Deb Lukes, Wright County Deputy 
Auditor

Published in the Eagle Grove Eagle on Thursday, Feb. 6, 2025

WRIGHT COUNTY SUPERVISORS • JAN. 20, 2025
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
ORDINANCE NO.187

Public notice is hereby given that 
the Council of the City of Gold-
field, Iowa, will meet in the council 
chambers of the City Hall in Gold-
field at 6:00 p.m. on February 10, 
2025, to consider and act upon Or-
dinance No. 187, AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 17 OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR 
THE CITY OF GOLDFIELD, IOWA, 
BY AMENDING CERTAIN PROVI-
SIONS RELATING TO PARKING. 
These amendments include provi-
sions to increase the fine for park-

ing violations to $75.00; decrease 
the time limit for continuous parking 
upon a street to 48 hours; and place 
restrictions on storage and parking 
of vehicles, machinery, boats, trail-
ers, and recreational vehicles within 
the strip between the curb and lot 
line also known as the tree berm.
This Ordinance shall be in effect 
from and after its final passage, 
approval, posting and publication 
as required by law. By order of the 
City Council of the City of Goldfield, 
Iowa.
Kathy Nelson
City Clerk

Published in the Eagle Grove Eagle on Thursday, Feb. 6, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE  |  Ordinance No. 187

Document 00 11 13
Advertisement for Bids

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City of Ea-
gle Grove, at City Hall, 121 North Commercial Avenue, PO Box 165, Eagle 
Grove, Iowa 50533 before 2:00 p.m. on the 19th day of February 2025, at 
which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud for the 2025 Mill and 
Overlay Project.  
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Eagle 
Grove, Iowa on the proposed Contract Documents (plans, specifications, 
and form of contract), and estimated cost for the 2025 Mill and Overlay proj-
ect at its meeting at 6:30 p.m. on the 3rd day of March 2025, at the Public 
Safety Building, 210 East Broadway Avenue, Eagle Grove, Iowa.
Bids will be considered by the City Council at a meeting to be held at the 
Public Safety Building, 210 East Broadway Avenue, Eagle Grove, Iowa be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m., on the 3rd day of March 2025, and will be acted upon at 
such a time and place or at such later time and place as may then be fixed.  
The 2025 Mill and Overlay Project includes replacement of curb and gutter, 
resurfacing with hot mix asphalt, and select utility improvements.
The construction proposed consists of, but is not limited to the following 
work items:

Modified Subbase
Surface Aggregate
Shoulder Material
Pavement Milling
Sidewalk Removal
Sidewalk, PCC, 6”
Detectable Warnings
PCC Removal
PCC Patching, 6 IN
PCC Patching, 7.5 IN
PCC Driveway/Alley, 6 IN
Curb & Gutter Removal
Curb & Gutter, 2’
HMA Base Course, 2”
HMA Surface Course, 2”
HMA Base Course, 1.5”
HMA Surface Course, 1.5”
HMA Leveling Course
Intake Removal
Intake, SW-501
Intake, SW-503
Intake, SW-511
Manhole, Remove
Manhole, Sanitary, SW-301, 48”
Manhole, Storm, SW-401, 48”
Manhole, Storm, SW-401, 60”
Minor Adjustment, Manhole
Minor Adjustment, Intake
Minor Adjustment, Valve Box
Inlet Protection
Pavement Markings
Temporary Traffic Control
Railroad Coordination
Mobilization

400
200
200
23210
452
447
440
1247
265
900
83
186
186
550
550
1880
1880
100
23
19
3
1
12
3
8
1
15
7
2
43
26
1
1
1

TON
TON
TON
SY
SY
SY
SF
SY
SY
SY
SY
LF
LF
TON
TON
TON
TON
TON
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
STA
LS
LS
LS

Method of construction shall be by contract and all work is to be done in 
strict compliance with Plans and Specifications prepared by Short Elliott 
Hendrickson (SEH) which have theretofore been approved by the City of 
Eagle Grove and are now on file for public examination in the Eagle Grove 
City Hall.  
Complete digital image (.pdf) copies of the Bidding Documents, Contract 
Documents, and Plans and Specifications are available for download at 
no cost at https://www.questcdn.com. These documents may be viewed or 
downloaded by entering eBidDocTM Number 9515191 on the QuestCDN 
Search Projects page. For assistance and free membership registration, 
contact QuestCDN at 952.233.1632 or info@questcdn.com. Website regis-
tration is necessary to ensure that prospective bidders remain informed of 
addendum and other essential communications prior to the bid date.
Paper copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing 
Office of SEH located at: Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc., 10 North Washing-
ton Avenue, Suite 110, Mason City, IA 50401.  
A deposit of $125.00 will be required for the Plans and Specifications, re-
fundable if returned in an unmarked, reusable condition within fourteen (14) 
days after the award of the contract. 
Work under the proposed contracts shall be completed within the following 
time requirements:

Work shall commence upon the issuance of a written notice to proceed, 
no earlier than April 1, 2025. Work shall be substantially complete by 
no later than August 8, 2025. All work shall be completed and ready for 
final acceptance by September 15, 2025. All streets must be open and 
accessible for public use prior to ground freezing.
Substantial completion is defined as follows: All work is complete except 
for finish grading of turf restoration areas, seeding and minor clean up.

The contract times noted are subject to any extension which may be granted 
by the City Council of Eagle Grove, Iowa.
The kinds of materials proposed to be used and approximate amounts are 
as set out in the “Bid Form” which by this reference is made a part of this 
notice.
Each bid shall be sealed in an envelope marked “Bid for 2025 Mill and Over-
lay Project, Eagle Grove, Iowa.”  Each bid must be accompanied in a sep-
arate envelope by a bidding check or bid bond in an amount equal to five 
percent (5%) of the bid price, said check being either a certified or cashier’s 
check, drawing on a credit union in Iowa or chartered under the laws of the 
United States, made payable to the City of Eagle Grove, Iowa, as security 
that the bidder will furnish the required bonds and enter into a contract with-
in ten (10) working days, excluding Saturday, Sunday and holidays, after 
award of the contract to him.
Bidders shall not be permitted to withdraw their bids for a period of thirty (30) 
days after the same are opened.
This Work shall be subject to minimum wages and labor standards in accor-
dance with Iowa State law.
By virtue of statutory authority, preference will be given to products and 
provisions grown and coal produced within the State of Iowa.  
In accordance with Iowa statutes, a resident bidder shall be allowed a pref-
erence as against a nonresident bidder from a state or foreign country if that 
state or foreign country gives or requires any preference to bidders from 
that state or foreign country, including but not limited to any preference to 
bidders, the imposition of any type of labor force preference, or any other 
form of preferential treatment to bidders or laborers from that state or foreign 
country. The preference allowed shall be equal to the preference given or 
required by the state or foreign country in which the nonresident bidder is a 
resident.  In the instance of a resident labor force preference, a nonresident 
bidder shall apply the same resident labor force preference to a public im-
provement in this state as would be required in the construction of a public 
improvement by the state or foreign country in which the nonresident bidder 
is a resident.
Bidders shall be expected to comply with Chapters 91C and 103A of the 
Code of Iowa concerning the registration and bonding of construction con-
tractors and the successful bidder shall be required to supply the City of 
Eagle Grove with proof of said compliance.
Payment for said “2025 Mill and Overlay Project” will be made from the Gen-
eral Funds of the City of Eagle Grove, or from such other funds as may be 
legally used for such purposes. Monthly estimates will be submitted to the 
ENGINEER and payment will be made to the CONTRACTOR in the amount 
of ninety-five percent (95%) of said estimate on or about the twentieth of the 
following month. Final payment will be made not sooner than thirty (30) days 
following final acceptance of the work by the City of Eagle Grove.
The bidder’s attention is called to the prompt payment to the subcontractors 
under Chapter 573.12 of the Code of Iowa.
Plans and specifications governing the construction of the proposed im-
provements have been prepared by SEH, 10 North Washington Avenue, 
Suite 110, Mason City, Iowa 50401, which plans and specifications, and also 
prior proceedings of the Eagle Grove, Iowa, City Council referring to and 
defining said proposed improvements, are hereby made a part of this notice 
and the proposed contract by reference, and the proposed contract shall be 
executed in compliance therewith.
Copies of said plans and specifications are now on file in the office of the 
City Clerk, for examination by bidders.
All bids shall NOT include Iowa Sales Tax for materials used in the 
project.  Upon award, the successful bidder shall immediately provide 
a listing of subcontractors and associated Federal ID or Social Secu-
rity Numbers for both the contractor and subcontractors. The City will 
register the contractor and subcontractors with the Iowa Department 
of Revenue and will provide appropriate certificates to the contractor 
for distribution and use.
The City of Eagle Grove, Iowa reserves the right to reject any or all bids and 
to waive any irregularities or informalities in bids or bidding.

END OF DOCUMENT

Published in the Eagle Grove Eagle on Thursday, Feb. 6, 2025

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Document 00 11 13
Advertisement for Bids

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City of Ea-
gle Grove, at City Hall, 121 North Commercial Avenue, PO Box 165, Eagle 
Grove, Iowa 50533 before 2:15 p.m. on the 19th day of February 2025, at 
which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud for the NW 8th Street 
Reconstruction Project.  
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Eagle 
Grove, Iowa on the proposed Contract Documents (plans, specifications, 
and form of contract), and estimated cost for the NW 8th Street Reconstruc-
tion project at its meeting at 6:30 p.m. on the 3rd day of March 2025, at 
the Public Safety Building, 210 East Broadway Avenue, Eagle Grove, Iowa.
Bids will be considered by the City Council at a meeting to be held at the 
Public Safety Building, 210 East Broadway Avenue, Eagle Grove, Iowa be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m., on the 3rd day of March 2025, and will be acted upon at 
such a time and place or at such later time and place as may then be fixed.  
The NW 8th Street Reconstruction Project includes reconstruction of the 
existing street with concrete paving and select utility improvements.
The construction proposed consists of, but is not limited to the following 
work items:

BASE BID
Surface Aggregate
Topsoil, Furnish and Spread
Pavement Removal, PCC
Pavement Removal, HMA
Curb & Gutter Removal
Sidewalk Removal, PCC
Sidewalk, PCC, 6”
Detectable Warnings
Modified Subbase
Driveway Pavement, PCC, 6”
Pavement, PCC, 8”
Intake Removal
Intake, SW-501
Intake, SW-503
Minor Adjustment, Intake
Manhole, Storm, SW-401, 48”
Minor Adjustment, Manhole
Subdrain, 6”
Temporary Traffic Control
Temporary Access Road
Inlet Protection
Construction Entrance
Seeding and Mulching, Permanent
Mobilization

30
232
1030
2732
1490
64
30
20
1250
22
4300
7
5
2
1
2
4
1630
1
1
8
4
97
1

TON
TON
SY
SY
LF
SY
SY
SF
TON
SY
SY
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
LF
LS
LS
EA
EA
SQ
LS

Method of construction shall be by contract and all work is to be done in 
strict compliance with Plans and Specifications prepared by Short Elliott 
Hendrickson (SEH) which have theretofore been approved by the City of 
Eagle Grove and are now on file for public examination in the Eagle Grove 
City Hall.  
Complete digital image (.pdf) copies of the Bidding Documents, Contract 
Documents, and Plans and Specifications are available for download at 
no cost at https://www.questcdn.com. These documents may be viewed or 
downloaded by entering eBidDocTM Number 9517363 on the QuestCDN 
Search Projects page. For assistance and free membership registration, 
contact QuestCDN at 952.233.1632 or info@questcdn.com. Website regis-
tration is necessary to ensure that prospective bidders remain informed of 
addendum and other essential communications prior to the bid date.
Paper copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing 
Office of SEH located at: Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc., 10 North Washing-
ton Avenue, Suite 110, Mason City, IA 50401.  
A deposit of $125.00 will be required for the Plans and Specifications, re-
fundable if returned in an unmarked, reusable condition within fourteen (14) 
days after the award of the contract. 
Work under the proposed contracts shall be completed within the following 
time requirements:

Work shall commence upon the issuance of a written notice to proceed, 
no earlier than April 1, 2025. Work shall be substantially complete by 
no later than August 8, 2025. All work shall be completed and ready for 
final acceptance by September 15, 2025. All streets must be open and 
accessible for public use prior to ground freezing.
Substantial completion is defined as follows: All work is complete except 
for finish grading of turf restoration areas, seeding and minor clean up.

The contract times noted are subject to any extension which may be granted 
by the City Council of Eagle Grove, Iowa.
The kinds of materials proposed to be used and approximate amounts are 
as set out in the “Bid Form” which by this reference is made a part of this 
notice.
Each bid shall be sealed in an envelope marked “Bid for NW 8th Street Re-
construction Project, Eagle Grove, Iowa.”  Each bid must be accompanied 
in a separate envelope by a bidding check or bid bond in an amount equal 
to five percent (5%) of the bid price, said check being either a certified or 
cashier’s check, drawing on a credit union in Iowa or chartered under the 
laws of the United States, made payable to the City of Eagle Grove, Iowa, 
as security that the bidder will furnish the required bonds and enter into 
a contract within ten (10) working days, excluding Saturday, Sunday and 
holidays, after award of the contract to him.
Bidders shall not be permitted to withdraw their bids for a period of thirty (30) 
days after the same are opened.
This Work shall be subject to minimum wages and labor standards in accor-
dance with Iowa State law.
By virtue of statutory authority, preference will be given to products and 
provisions grown and coal produced within the State of Iowa.  
In accordance with Iowa statutes, a resident bidder shall be allowed a pref-
erence as against a nonresident bidder from a state or foreign country if that 
state or foreign country gives or requires any preference to bidders from 
that state or foreign country, including but not limited to any preference to 
bidders, the imposition of any type of labor force preference, or any other 
form of preferential treatment to bidders or laborers from that state or foreign 
country. The preference allowed shall be equal to the preference given or 
required by the state or foreign country in which the nonresident bidder is a 
resident.  In the instance of a resident labor force preference, a nonresident 
bidder shall apply the same resident labor force preference to a public im-
provement in this state as would be required in the construction of a public 
improvement by the state or foreign country in which the nonresident bidder 
is a resident.
Bidders shall be expected to comply with Chapters 91C and 103A of the 
Code of Iowa concerning the registration and bonding of construction con-
tractors and the successful bidder shall be required to supply the City of 
Eagle Grove with proof of said compliance.
Payment for said “NW 8th Street Reconstruction Project” will be made from 
the General Funds of the City of Eagle Grove, or from such other funds as 
may be legally used for such purposes. Monthly estimates will be submitted 
to the ENGINEER and payment will be made to the CONTRACTOR in the 
amount of ninety-five percent (95%) of said estimate on or about the twenti-
eth of the following month. Final payment will be made not sooner than thirty 
(30) days following final acceptance of the work by the City of Eagle Grove.
The bidder’s attention is called to the prompt payment to the subcontractors 
under Chapter 573.12 of the Code of Iowa.
Plans and specifications governing the construction of the proposed im-
provements have been prepared by SEH, 10 North Washington Avenue, 
Suite 110, Mason City, Iowa 50401, which plans and specifications, and also 
prior proceedings of the Eagle Grove, Iowa, City Council referring to and 
defining said proposed improvements, are hereby made a part of this notice 
and the proposed contract by reference, and the proposed contract shall be 
executed in compliance therewith.
Copies of said plans and specifications are now on file in the office of the 
City Clerk, for examination by bidders.
All bids shall NOT include Iowa Sales Tax for materials used in the 
project.  Upon award, the successful bidder shall immediately provide 
a listing of subcontractors and associated Federal ID or Social Secu-
rity Numbers for both the contractor and subcontractors. The City will 
register the contractor and subcontractors with the Iowa Department 
of Revenue and will provide appropriate certificates to the contractor 
for distribution and use.
The City of Eagle Grove, Iowa reserves the right to reject any or all bids and 
to waive any irregularities or informalities in bids or bidding.
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Look! 4 corners!
Everyday moments can
be learning moments with
your kids. For more tips,
visit bornlearning.org
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COMMUNITY CALENDARCOMMUNITY CALENDAR
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6
• Clarion Chocolate Crawl: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m., downtown Clarion
• Music Boosters Meeting
  EG Elementary Media Center, 5pm (free, all are welcome)

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24
• Chamber of Commerce & Community Development Corp. Annual Banquet
  $20 per ticket at Nine & Dine. Social hour starts at 5:30 p.m.
  Allbaugh award presentation at 6:00 p.m., Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
• Valentine’s Night Dinner Specials
  Nine & Dine: 5 p.m. – 9 p.m., choice of Grilled Ribeye or
  2 Grilled Chicken Breasts.
  Pop’s Pizza & Pub: Prime Rib, Brisket, or Turkey meals, NY 
  cheesecake and free champagne. Call 515-448-5072 for reservations.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
• Ducks Unlimited Banquet. Chain-O-Lakes Dinner at Red Shed in Clarion
	 	 Food,	Fun	and	Raffle.		Door	opens	at	5	p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• Ultimate Souper Bowl Contest at Nine & Dine
  3pm Resgister. 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. Judging
  $10 to Taste/Judge.  Call or message 515-448-4166 to sign up

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
• Valentine’s Day Custom Shirt Class, Pushing Up Daisies, Clarion, 4:30 p.m.
• Super Bowl Sunday Tailgate Party. Noon at The Bru, Clarion.
  Prizes, drink specials, potluck, the game on 13 TV’s.
  Wear your team gear, bring a dish to share.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
• Abate District 10 Meeting, Chili & Soup Feed, and Auction
  Rails Bar & Grill, 5pm.
  Bring an item for auction. Auction starts about 6pm.
  Bring soup or chili to serve if desired.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
• Cupid’s Carnival
  Indoor Carnival $10 per kid.
  At the Highschool in Clarion. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
• BINGO for Pups & Paws at Soldier Creek Winery, 3 – 5 p.m.
	 	 Benefits	Pups	*&	Paws	Pound.	
  Bring a wish list item for a BINGO card:-cat litter, dry cat food, 
	 	 flea	treatment	for	cats,	litter	boxes,	dry	dog	food,	wet	dog	food,	
  paper towels, Lysol, cat toys, cat scoopers, or laundry soap.
  Win wine prizes!

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
• Clarmond Country Club Stockholder’s Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
  Everyone is welcome to share ideas, voting limited to stockholders.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27
• Jordan Beem live, Rails Bar & Grill, 8 p.m.
  2024 Iowa Music Awards Country Artist of the Year
  2023 Midwest County Artist of the Year

DO YOU HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP?

LET  US  KNOW!
SEND YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO:

INFO@EAGLEGROVEEAGLE.COM

What’s Cookin’this week?this week?

There’s nothing 
chilly about this 

warm meal
Winter dinner tables tend to look a lot different at meal 

time than they do in summer. Come winter, people look 
to balance flavor with additional qualities that can chase 
away the chill.

In spite of its name, chili can warm anyone up quickly. 
Chili is often spicy, which means the dish gives off warmth 
in a multi-layered approach.

This recipe for "Totally Excellent Chili" from "Clueless 
in the Kitchen" (Firefly) by Evelyn Raab is spicy, but not 
too hot, and thin enough to be eaten with a spoon, but not 
to be mistaken for soup. Home cooks can customize the 
recipe further depending on their desired flavors.

Totally Excellent Chili
Serves 6

11/2 pounds lean ground beef
2 medium onions, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced or pressed
1 28-ounce can diced tomatoes
1 tablespoon Mexican chili powder
2 teaspoons ground cumin
1 1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon curry powder
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper (or one small fresh jalapeño 

pepper, minced, or both)
2 19-ounce cans red kidney or pinto beans, drained & rinsed
In a large saucepan or Dutch oven, combine the ground 

beef with the onions and garlic, and cook, stirring to break 
up the clumps, until the meat is no longer pink and the on-
ions are softened - about 10 minutes. Add the tomatoes, 
chili powder, cumin, salt, curry powder, and cayenne or 
jalapeño, cover, and simmer for about 30 minutes. Add the 
beans and cook for another 30 minutes, stirring often.

Serve this chili sprinkled with shredded cheese and ac-
companied by plain rice or freshly baked corn bread. If the 
chili is too spicy for you, a spoonful of plain yogurt or sour 
cream will help cool things down.

Birthdays

t h i s  w e e k ’ st h i s  w e e k ’ sfamous
February 2 – Shakira, Singer (48)
February 3 – Warwick Davis, Actor (55)
February 4 – Alice Cooper, Singer (77)
February 5 – Cristiano Ronaldo, Athlete (40)
February 6 – Axl Rose, Singer (63)
February 7 – Brooks Nader, Model (28)
February 8 – Seth Green, Actor (51)

HoroscopesHoroscopes
this week’sthis week’s

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
You're in the mood to get things done this week, Aries. Your 

ambition is fueled and it is the perfect time to take charge and 
tackle overdue projects. Be careful not to rush things.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, your focus shifts to personal growth and intellectual 

exploration this week. You might find yourself investigating 
travel plans or diving into new hobbies.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Money and other resources take center stage this week, 

Gemini. Whether you are reevaluating your investments or 
getting your finances in order, you may need to make a few 
tweaks.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you may find you're a bit more introspective than 

usual. Your emotions are running deep, and it is a key time 
for some self-reflection. Be mindful of insights coming your 
way.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, it is a week of transitions for you. Something in your 

life may seem like it will come to an end soon, but this clos-
ing of one chapter is necessary for personal growth.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Work and your career take center stage right now, Virgo. 

Since you're in a productive phase, you will make great head-
way on projects that can really boost your resume.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Think big this week, Libra. Try to see how your efforts can 

have an effect in the future and not just right now. There is an 
opportunity to expand your horizons.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, your financial world is looking quite favorable this 

week. You might have an opportunity to solidify your posi-
tion on a project or embark on a completely new path.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
The focus is on you this week, Sagittarius. If you have been 

feeling stuck or unsure, now is a great time to put new inten-
tions into action. People will be drawn to your energy.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
The quiet side of life takes over for the week, Capricorn. 

You might feel the need to reflect on recent experiences or 
recharge at home alone. Don't hesitate to take a step back.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Your social life is booming right now, Aquarius. Network-

ing events, group activities or spontaneous meet-ups are ways 
to connect with some like-minded individuals.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, this week you are all about setting goals and fol-

lowing through with your plans. The universe is on your side 
right now, and you will find it is quite easy to succeed.

CornerKIDS

Our print subscriptions 
include access to the 

e-edition at no extra cost.

Are you a print 
subscriber already?

If you are a print subscriber 
and would like access to the 

e-edition, Please call our 
circulation department at 

1-800-558-1244 ext 122 
or email at 

circulation@midamericapub.com
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