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This stunning accidental sculpture of striated sand is somewhere in 
Eagle Grove. Do you know where it is? Go to our Facebook page at 
fb.me/eaglegroveeagle to add your answer! (Photo by Edward Lynn)

Where Is It?

Health Insurance for Millions Could Vanish As States Put 
Medicaid Expansion on Chopping Block

by Anna Claire Vollers 
Stateline

Republican lawmakers in 
several states have Medic-
aid expansion in their cross-
hairs, energized by Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s return 
to the White House and a 
GOP-controlled Congress 
set on reducing spending on 
the public health insurance 
program for low-income 
people.

As the feds consider cuts 
to Medicaid, some states are 
already moving to end or 
shrink their expanded Med-
icaid programs.

Legislators in Idaho have 
introduced a bill that would 
repeal voter-approved ex-
pansion, while Republicans 
in Montana are considering 
allowing their expanded pro-
gram to expire. Some South 
Dakota lawmakers want 

to ask voters to let the state 
end expansion if federal aid 
declines. Nine other states 
already have trigger laws 
that will end their expansion 
programs if Congress cuts 
federal funding.

Meanwhile, discussions 
have stalled in non-expan-
sion states such as Alabama, 
as lawmakers wait to see 
what the Trump administra-
tion will do.

Many conservatives argue 
that Medicaid expansion has 
created a heavy financial 
burden for states and that 
reliance on so much fed-
eral funding is risky. They 
argue that expansion shifts 
resources away from more 
vulnerable groups, such as 
children and the disabled, 
to low-income adults who 
could potentially get jobs.

In South Dakota, where 

voters approved Medic-
aid expansion in 2022 by a 
constitutional amendment, 
Republican state Sen. Casey 
Crabtree wants to bring ex-
pansion before voters again 
with a trigger measure. He 
told Stateline via text that his 
proposed amendment to the 
state constitution “empow-
ers voters to maintain finan-
cial accountability, ensuring 
that if federal funding drops 

below the agreed 90%, the 
legislature can responsibly 
assess the state’s financial 
capacity and the impact on 
taxpayers while still honor-
ing the will of the people.”

But even some Republi-
cans are uneasy about what 
repealing expansion would 
mean for their constituents.

Mid-America Publishing Shines at Iowa Newspaper Awards

Hampton Chronicle Editor 
Jennifer Burnham shows off 
the Chronicle’s First Place 
award for Best Use of Social 
Media at the INA awards dinner, 
in Des Moines, on Thursday. 
(Photo by Edward Lynn)

Boil Advisory Issued for NW Goldfield
By Edward Lynn, 

Editor
GOLDFIELD, Iowa — 

Residents in the northwest 
portion of Goldfield are ad-
vised to boil their water be-
fore drinking or using it for 
cooking after a loss of water 
pressure on Friday, Feb. 7. 
The City of Goldfield issued 
a drinking water advisory as 
a precaution due to the po-
tential for bacterial contam-
ination in the water supply.

Water service was restored 
to the affected homes, but the 
advisory remains in effect 
until tests confirm the water 
is safe. Residents should boil 
water for at least one minute 
and allow it to cool before 
using it for drinking, cook-
ing, brushing teeth, or mak-
ing ice. Bottled water is also 

a safe alternative. The water 
is safe for bathing and other 
non-consumption uses.

Goldfield Public Works 
Superintendent Jim Sisson 
emphasized that this was an 
advisory, not an order, and 
was issued out of an abun-
dance of caution rather than 
a confirmed contamination. 
“It’s something we do for 
precautionary reasons, for 
the safety of the public,” 
Sisson said. “Better safe 
than sorry.” Speaking on 
Tuesday, he added that test 
results are expected by early 
afternoon on Tuesday, or on 
Wednesday morning. When 
the city has results, updates 
will be provided to the pub-
lic, Sisson said.

As water service returns, 
residents may experience air 

in their pipes or notice dis-
coloration. The city advises 
running a faucet without an 
aerator, such as a bathtub, 
until the water runs clear. 
The cloudiness may be 
due to air bubbles or small 
particles dislodged when 
the pipes refilled. If discol-
oration persists, residents 
should use bottled water and 
contact city officials.

The advisory only 
affects homes that 
lost water service 
and received an 
official notice. 
The City of 
Goldfield will 
inform res-
idents when 
the advisory is 
lifted through its 
official commu-

nication channels, including 
the city’s Facebook page.

For more information, res-
idents can contact Goldfield 
City Hall at (515) 825-3613 
or Jim Sisson at (515) 851-
2403. General water safety 
guidelines are available from 
the EPA Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

By Edward Lynn, 
Editor

DES MOINES, Iowa – 
Mid-America Publishing 
had a remarkable showing 
at the 2025 Iowa Better 
Newspaper Contest, taking 
home multiple awards at 
the Iowa Newspaper Asso-
ciation’s annual convention 
in Des Moines on Thursday. 
The company’s journalists 
placed in nearly every cat-

egory they entered, high-
lighting their dedication to 
local journalism and story-
telling.

The contest, judged by 
the Kansas Press Associa-
tion, featured about 3,200 
entries across a wide range 
of categories, with newspa-
pers competing in five cir-
culation-based classes. De-
spite the steep competition, 
Mid-America Publishing’s 
staff excelled, earning top 
honors in several key cate-
gories.

Mid-America’s winners 
were:

• Jennifer Burnham and 
Matt Grohe, Hampton 
Chronicle – Best Use of So-
cial Media, Class III, First 
Place

• Rebecca Peters, Garner 
Leader – Best News Fea-
ture Story, Class II, First 
Place

• Amanda Rink, Wright 
County Monitor – Best 

News Story, Class II, Third 
Place

• Mike Hohenbrink, 
Calmar Courier – Cover-
age of Court and Crime, 
Class I, First Place

• Casey Jarmes, Sigour-
ney News-Review – Best 
Continuing Coverage, 
Class II, First Place

For Hampton Chronicle 
Editor Jennifer Burnham, 
the recognition was a tes-
tament to the hard work of 
her team. “I am just so dang 
proud of our team,” she 
shared in a Facebook post, 
later writing on the Chron-
icle’s page, “Thank you for 
your continued support. 
We couldn’t have done this 
without you!”

One of the more contro-
versial entries was Mandi 
Rink’s third-place winning 
article, “No Eminent Do-
main for Private Gain.” 
The article tackled the con-
troversial issue of a pro-

posed carbon dioxide pipe-
line planned to pass through 
Wright County near Eagle 
Grove, connecting to the 
CornLP ethanol plant in 
Goldfield. The piece ex-
plored the concerns of land-
owners opposed to the pipe-
line, bringing to light legal 
and ethical debates sur-
rounding eminent domain.

Rink acknowledged the 
challenges of covering divi-
sive topics but emphasized 
the importance of local 
journalism. “It was an in-
credibly proud moment,” 
she wrote in the Wright 
County Monitor, “not just 
because of the award but 
because it confirmed some-
thing I believe: local jour-
nalism matters, even when 
it’s not easy or fun.”

She further reflected on 
the role of reporters in serv-
ing their communities. “As 
I’ve written before, journal-
ism isn’t about writing what 

is comfortable,” Rink said. 
“It’s about covering the is-
sues that impact our com-
munity.”

The contest judge who 
reviewed Rink’s piece com-
mended the depth of report-
ing and the courage it took 
to write such a story. “I’ve 
done such stories and gotten 
some very angry comments 
from the property owners 
and their friends,” the judge 
remarked, acknowledging 
the sensitivity of the topic.

Mid-America Publish-
ing’s continued success at 
the Iowa Newspaper Asso-
ciation Awards clearly illus-
trates the strength of com-
munity journalism and its 
role in keeping local readers 
informed.

For a full list of con-
test results, visit https://
inanews.com/convention/
contestresults/. Rink’s 
award-winning article can 
be read at shorturl.at/6caDf.

See HEALTH 
INSURANCE: Page 7A

Bringing Healthcare

Ba c k  HomeBa c k  Home
Amanda Rink,
Mid America
Publishing

In Wright County, a 
new healthcare initiative 
led by Iowa Specialty 
Hospitals and Clinics is 
making a significant im-
pact on the lives of home-
bound residents.

Registered Nurse Cyn-
di Rector has stepped up 
to head the newly estab-
lished program to provide 
crucial in-home nursing 
care for those who need it 
most. The Visting Nurse 
Services' main goal is to 
ensure that homebound 
residents continue to re-
ceive the care and atten-
tion they need but the pro-
gram has become more 
than that. 

Great ideas are often 
born once a problem is 
recognized. Amy McDan-
iel, CEO of Iowa Special-
ty Hospital in Belmond, 
saw the gap left by the re-
moval of the county home 
health services. Without 
in-home nursing care, 
many residents, mostly 
the elderly and those with 
chronic illnesses, struggle 
to maintain their health.

Iowa Specialty Hospi-
tals and Clinics were de-
termined to change that 
and pursued the necessary 
certification to launch the 
new Visiting Nurse Ser-
vices in Wright County. 
Thanks to their efforts, 
homebound people once 
again have access to 
professional and caring 

health professionals right 
at their doorstep. 

The Visiting Nurse 
Service program exists 
to enhance the quality 
of life for those who are 
homebound. It provides 
healthcare tailored to their 
needs. But beyond the 
medical benefits, it also 
offers peace of mind to 
patients and their families. 

When a Visiting Nurse 
steps through a patient’s 
front door, they bring 
with them a wealth of ser-
vices, including medica-
tion management, wound 
care, chronic disease as-
sessment, and education, 
bloodwork services, care 
coordination, specialized 
medical needs, and even 
personal hygiene assis-
tance. 

Cyndi Rector RN is the 
newly established Visit-
ing Nurse Services Lead-
er with Iowa Specialty 
Hospital. (Photo: ISH) 

See RECTOR: Page 2A
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Plumbing, Heating and A/C, Inc.
114 N Commercial, Eagle Grove

515-448-3456

Stocks - Bonds - Mutual Funds - Retirement Plans Annuities
Life & Health - Long Term Care - Financial Planning

Keith W. Berg, CFS, MSFS
LPL Financial Advisor

 keith@goodwealthfp.com

Shawn Shindelar
LPL Financial Advisor

shawn@goodwealthfp.com

Adam Good
LPL Financial Advisor

adam@goodwealthfp.com

Samantha Stephens
LPL Financial Advisor

sam@goodwealthfp.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, 
Member FINRA/SIPC

LOCATED AT:
111 N Commercial Ave.
Eagle Grove, IA 50533

309 W Walnut St, PO Box 664
Ogden, IA 50212 

1608 S Duff Ave, Suite 400A 
Ames, IA 50010

 515-275-2856    |    www.goodwealthfp.com

Client Focused | Valued Advisors | People Who Care

Years Strong 
& Growing!

ANNUAL DINNER
Saturday, February 22

nd

Red Shed Event Center 

Clarion, Iowa

Doors Open @ 5

Contact Travis for more 

info at 641-512-6476.

Chain-O-LakesChain-O-Lakes

Baby girl Thielen
Dylan and Taylea Thielen of Baxter, Iowa are the proud 

parents of a daughter, Sophia Irene, born on February 6, 2025 
at 12:44 a.m.  Sophia is the couple’s first child.   Grandparents 
are Deb Thielen and the late Mark Thielen, of Eagle Grove 
and Bob & Lisa Manley of Hedrick, Iowa.  Great-grand-
mother, Sharon Seibert of Eagle Grove, Iowa.

Baby boy Anderson
Abigail and Jesse Anderson of Bode, Iowa are pleased to 

announce the birth of a son. 
James Edwin Anderson was born on Feb. 8, 2025, weighing 

8 pounds, 12 ounces. He joins siblings Ruby (5) and Henry (3).
Grandparents are Ed and Brenda Anderson of Dallas Center, 

Iowa, and James and Patricia Kirchner of La Crosse, Wisconsin.
Great grandparents are Jean Lehman of Eagle Grove and 

Beverly Anderson of Webster City.

Wright County Supervisors 
Focus on Budget Amendments 

and Wage Increases
Amanda Rink,

Mid America Publishing
The Wright County Board 

of Supervisors gathered for 
their regular meeting last 
Monday to discuss various 
county matters. Those in at-
tendance were Dean Kluss, 
Ashley Bosch, and Lynn 
Loux with Rick Rasmus-
sen and Betty Ellis joining 
through Zoom. 

The board heard updates 
on secondary roads, budget 
amendments, and wage in-
creases for county employ-
ees.

Wright County Engineer 
Adam Clemons provided 
an update on secondary road 
maintenance, sharing the 
completion of brush cutting 
and ongoing work orders.

"We’ve pretty much got all 
that done this year," Clem-
ons shared, referring to the 
brush-cutting work.

He also discussed recent 
and upcoming winter weath-
er events.

"We are slated to have 
some winter events this 
week, so we’re going to keep 
on top of that."

He noted that the coun-
ty monitors the National 
Weather Service briefings 
and may hold an emergency 
meeting with the sheriff’s 

office and emergency man-
agement to discuss a poten-
tial courthouse closure if the 
weather worsens.

"We've seen in the past that 
it does help us in secondary 
roads, the sheriff’s office, 
and emergency management 
when the courthouse closes," 
he said.

The board reviewed and 
accepted the January month-
ly revenue report from the 
Wright County Sheriff’s 
Office. This included county 
car service fees and mileage, 
new and renewed weapons 
permits, and copy fees total-
ing $2,776.07.

The board also received 
budget amendment docu-
ments for the current fiscal 
year, outlining an increase 
in revenues of $252,370 and 
a reduction in expenses of 
$533,518. The resulting in-
crease in carryover totaled 
$785,888.

Supervisors also discussed 
specific departmental budget 
adjustments with consider-
ation from county depart-
ment heads, including:

• Treasurer: Reduction of 
$24,100

• Auditor: Reduction of 
$20,636

• Engineer: Reduction of 
$396,270

• Conservation: Reduction 
of $186,954

• Public Health: Reduction 
of $66,700

• Sanitarian: Increase of 
$66,857

The public hearing for the 
budget amendment is set for 
March 3, 2025, at 9:30 AM.

Wage Increases for County 
Employees

Supervisors also reviewed 
and approved wage increas-
es for county employees, 
including:

• Treasurer’s Department: 
$1,000 increase

• Recorder’s Office: 
$1,500 increase

• Sheriff’s Office: $2,600 
increase

"This is just for one em-
ployee in my office, my 
office manager," clarified 
Wright County Sheriff Jason 
Schluttenhofer.

The board also heard an 
update from Wright County 
Engineer Adam Clemons 
about the ongoing bridge 
project south of Eagle 
Grove. An equipment mal-
function occurred while in-
stalling pilings.

"They got down to about 
16 feet, and then the sound 
changed," Supervisor Bosch 
said, who was visiting the 
site when the malfunction 

occurred. "They hit bedrock, 
and the piston shot out of the 
top of the hammer. Thank-
fully, nobody was hurt."

Supervisor Kluss also 
shared an ongoing legal 
dispute from another Iowa 
county involving drainage 
issues and railroad regula-
tions. The case is likely to 
progress to higher courts. 
This is relevant to Wright 
County, considering the 
non-responsiveness of the 
railroad company regard-
ing various problems in the 
county.

In other updates, the board:
• Approved a liquor license 

renewal for Goldfield’s Oak 
Ridge Golf Course

• Passed Resolution 2025-
08, which updated the de-
pository limits for county 
funds. The change increased 
the Green Belt Bank and 
Trust limit from $3 million 
to $3.5 million

• Will attend the Farm 
Bureau board meeting on 
Thursday, February 13, 
2025.

The next Supervisors 
meeting will be held on 
Monday, February 17, at 
9:00 AM. This meeting and 
others can be watched online 
at YouTube.com/@Wright-
CountyIowaOfficial8312.

5 Local Students 
Make ISU Fall 

Dean’s List
AMES, Iowa (February 10, 2025)  More than 11,500 Iowa 

State University students have been recognized for outstand-
ing academic achievement by being named to the fall se-
mester 2024 Dean’s List. Students named to the Dean’s List 
must earn a grade point average of at least 3.50 on a 4.00 
scale while carrying a minimum of 12 credit hours of graded 
course work.

The following students from our area are recognized:
Eagle Grove

• Adam Herrington, Senior, Kinesiology and Health, B.S.
• Casey Jergens, Sophomore, Cyber Security Engineering, B.S.
• Evan Thul, Sophomore, Business Analytics, B.S.
• Shea Whaley, Senior, Agricultural Communication, B.S.

Goldfield
• Olivia Andersen, Senior, Industrial Engineering, B.S.
Congratulations to these students on their accomplishment!

6 Local Students 
Make University of 

Iowa Fall Dean’s List
IOWA CITY, IA (02/05/2025)– More than 8,700 students at 

the University of Iowa were named to the dean’s list for the 
2024 fall semester.

Eagle Grove and Goldfield students recognized are:
• Cael Chase of Goldfield 
• Kenya Martinez of Eagle Grove
• Carson Nesheim of Goldfield
• Megan Schafer of Eagle Grove
• Garrett Seaba of Goldfield
• Nicholas Sisson of Goldfield 
Guidelines for inclusion on the list are:
Degree seeking undergraduate students in the Carver Col-

lege of Medicine, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the 
College of Education, the College of Engineering, the College 
of Public Health, the Tippie College of Business, and Univer-
sity College who achieved a grade-point average (GPA) of 
3.50 or higher on 12 semester hours or more of UI graded 
coursework during a given semester or summer session and 
who have no semester hours of “I” (incomplete) or “O” (no 
grade reported) during the same semester are recognized by 
inclusion on the dean’s list for that semester.

Undergraduate students in the Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver 
College of Medicine may qualify for the dean’s list with few-
er than 12 semester hours of graded credit, if deemed appro-
priate by the college

College of Nursing students participating in clinical courses 
who have a total of 12 semester hours of earned credit, with 
eight semester hours of graded credit with a GPA of 3.50 or 
higher

By providing these ser-
vices at home, the program 
reduces hospital visits while 
improving their clients' 
overall comfort and quality 
of life. 

Though still in its early 

stages, the Visiting Nurse 
program has already started 
making a difference, serv-
ing six so far. 

"Beyond receiving care—
which is, of course, the pri-
mary goal—many patients 
also appreciate the compan-
ionship," Cyndi Rector told 
The Wright County Moni-
tor. "Some individuals live 
alone, and our visits bring 
not just medical support, but 
also a much-needed person-
al connection.”

Cyndi Rector, who earned 
her Associate in Nursing 
from Iowa Central Com-
munity College, is an expe-
rienced healthcare worker. 
When she isn’t working, she 
enjoys spending time with 
her family, Eric, Macken-

zie, Madison, Maycie, and 
Mason. 

The response from the 
community about the new 
program has been over-
whelmingly positive.

"I’ve received so many 
encouraging comments," 
Rector shared. "People are 
truly excited to have these 
services available in Wright 
County again."

Could this program serve 
as a blueprint for other rural 
areas struggling with home 
healthcare access? Rector 
thinks so.

"Other communities 
would need to meet the 
requirements set by the 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid, but I highly rec-
ommend looking into it—
for the betterment of their 
residents," she explained.

Healthcare access in rural 
areas remains a challenge, 

but programs like the one 
led by Rector prove that 
solutions do exist. She en-
courages local leaders and 
policymakers to support 
health initiatives. 

The team behind the new 
Visiting Nurses services 
didn’t just solve a commu-
nity-wide program; they 
re-established a lifeline. 

“They [Iowa Specialty] 
don’t just have the motto 
of ‘consistently exceeding 
expectations’—they truly 
live it," Rector shared. "I’m 
proud to work for Iowa Spe-
cialty and to bring these es-
sential services to our com-
munity.”

For many in Wright 
County, the services are 
more than healthcare, it is 
a powerful reminder that 
even in rural areas, no one 
is forgotten, and everyone 
deserves care. 

RECTOR from page 1A

Planning and Zoning Workshops for Local 
Officials Now Open for Registration

By Luke Seaberg,
Esther Crompton

AMES, Iowa – Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach is offering Intro to 
Planning and Zoning for Lo-
cal Officials workshops this 
spring to help local leaders 
navigate zoning laws, under-
stand their roles and make 
informed land-use decisions.

Three-hour workshops 
will be held across Iowa to 
focus on real-world applica-
tions of planning and zoning 
principles. Luke Seaberg, an 
ISU Extension and Outreach 
community development 
specialist, said the sessions 
are designed to be interactive 
and practical.

“Planning and zoning de-
cisions affect everything 
from housing and business 
development to farmland 
and public spaces,” said Sea-
berg. “These workshops pro-
vide local officials with use-
ful tools to guide thoughtful, 
well-informed decisions that 

serve their communities.”
Workshop dates and 

locations
Each session includes a 

light dinner and networking 
time, giving local officials an 
opportunity to connect with 
others facing similar chal-
lenges.

• April 2 – ISU Extension 
and Outreach Dickinson 
County Office, Spirit Lake

• April 8 – ISU Exten-
sion and Outreach Johnson 
County Office, Iowa City

• April 16 – ISU Extension 
and Outreach Webster Coun-
ty Office, Fort Dodge

• April 22 – ISU Extension 
and Outreach Woodbury 
County Office, Sioux City

• April 29 – ISU Exten-
sion and Outreach Dubuque 
County Office, Dubuque

• May 6 – Hilton Garden 
Inn Des Moines/Urbandale, 
Johnston

Who should attend?
This workshop is designed 

for local decision-makers, 

including city council mem-
bers, county supervisors, 
planning and zoning com-
missioners, zoning board 
of adjustment members, 
municipal staff and regional 
planners.

“For many attendees, this 
is their first formal introduc-
tion to planning and zoning,” 
Seaberg explained. “For 
others, it’s a chance to get 
a refresher and discuss new 
trends and legal updates. Ei-
ther way, participants leave 
with practical knowledge 
they can use in their roles.”

What will you learn?
The curriculum covers 

comprehensive planning, 
variances, special uses, non-
conforming uses, spot zon-
ing, hearing procedures and 
ethical considerations. Using 
real-world case studies, par-
ticipants will see how these 
principles are applied in lo-
cal zoning decisions.

“We don’t just talk about 
zoning rules. We provide lo-

cal decision makers with the 
tools and knowledge they 
need to make well-informed 
decisions about land use in 
their communities,” Seaberg 
said.

How to register
The registration fee is 

$65 per participant, with a 
discounted rate of $55 per 
person for groups of three 
or more from the same city, 
county or nonprofit organi-
zation.

In addition to these sched-
uled workshops, ISU Ex-
tension and Outreach’s 
Community and Economic 
Development unit offers 
customized, place-based 
planning and zoning training 
for cities, counties and town-
ships across Iowa as needed.

For more information, 
contact Luke Seaberg at sea-
berg@iastate.edu or Esther 
Crompton, ISU Extension 
and Outreach communica-
tion specialist, at eecrompt@
iastate.edu.
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The Eagle Grove Eagle welcomes the opinions of 
our readers in the form of letters to the editor, as long 
as the submissions are not in bad taste and refrain from 
attacking individuals without supporting documentation 
or a rational and legally defensible justification. In any 
event the newspaper reserves the sole discretion to decide 
whether or not a reader submission will be published. If 
your letter is selected it will be run on a single occasion 
and you agree to give us the right to publish it in print 
and digital form. The Eagle Grove Eagle will not accept 
letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, or otherwise 
reproduced. Letters should be original, typewritten or 
neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 300 words. 
Letters exceeding this length could be subject to editing 
and may not be published in their entirety. 

The Eagle Grove Eagle does not as a general rule print 
form letters or letters which are also submitted to other 
newspapers. We are most interested in sincere personal 
views as opposed to canned publicity releases or talking 

points for an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer 
cannot assure us that their submission is individual and 
personal, it may be rejected. 

Your Letter to the Editor must include:
· Your full name with signature
· Your complete address
· Your telephone number
 Your address and telephone number will not be printed 

in the newspaper, but will be used for verification by 
newspaper editorial staff.

Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks 
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not 
be published. The Eagle Grove Eagle reserves the right 
to end debate on a topic after both sides have had ample 
chance to express their views. The Eagle Grove Eagle 
reserves the right to edit or refuse all letters. All columns 
and letters on the opinion page are the views of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Eagle Grove Eagle.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY
The Eagle Grove Eagle strives for accurate and 

complete news reporting but occasionally we get 
it wrong. In cases where an error has been made 
we will run a correction, clarification, retraction 
or editor’s note in the next edition. Our goal in any 
event is to inform readers of corrections clearly and 
quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating 
with the correct information. 

All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the 
next issue published. The correction will denote the 
issue, article and incorrect information along with the 
correction. Digital corrections will also be made and 
an editor’s note will be added to the bottom of the 
article in question noting what was inaccurate and 
noting when the article was amended. If the article 
was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other online 
medium controlled by The Eagle Grove Eagle, a post 
will be made linking to the corrected article, noting 
the correction.

CORRECTION & RETRACTION POLICY

The Eagle Grove Eagle I 304 W. Broadway, Eagle Grove, IA 50533 I 515-448-4745 I news@eaglegroveagle.com
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–MENU–
Monday, Feb. 17

NO SCHOOL

Tuesday, Feb. 18
BREAKFAST: Breakfast Pizza, 
Hashbrown, Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Chicken Sandwich, 
Fries, Green Beans, Pineapple
Wednesday, Feb. 19

BREAKFAST: Pancake/Sau-
sage on a stick, Hashbrown, 
Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Taco Totchos, Black 
Beans, Lettuce, Cheese, Tomato, 
Pears

Thursday, Feb. 20
BREAKFAST: Oatmeal, Toast, 
Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Mac Bites, Soup, Car-
rots/Celery, Applesauce

Friday, Feb. 21
BREAKFAST: Cereal, Bagel, 
Fruit, Juice
LUNCH: Shrimp Poppers, Au 
Gratin Potatoes, Peas, Tropical 
Fruit

Congregate  
Meal Menu:

Monday, Feb. 17
Hearty Veg Beef Soup, 
Breadstick, Lettuce/Spinach 
Salad, Fruit
Wednesday, Feb. 19
Tator Tot Casserole, Whole 
Wheat Bread, Lettuce/Ro-
maine Salad, Fruit

Friday, Feb. 21
Swedish Meatballs over Egg 
Noodles or Mashed Potatoes, 
Whole Wheat Roll, Vegeta-
ble, Fruit

Plan Now for How to Use Your Tax Refund
AMES, Iowa – Iowans 

who are expecting a sizable 
income tax refund have 
choices about how to use that 
money, says Barb Wollan, 
a human sciences specialist 
with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach.

“Keep in mind that how 
you use your refund will af-
fect your household’s finan-
cial wellbeing all year long. 
However, before you receive 
your refund, consider how 
much money to pay for tax 
preparation,” said Wollan, 
who specializes in family 
wellbeing.

Wollan offers these sug-
gestions.

Maximize your refund 
by not overpaying for tax 

return preparation
If your income is below 

about $67,000 per year, you 
may be eligible for free tax 
preparation through the Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assis-
tance program. Some ISU 
Extension and Outreach 
county offices are also VITA 
sites and a list of these VITA 
sites is available online. 
If your income is below 
$84,000, you can use VITA’s 
free do-it-yourself software. 

Learn more by sending an 
email to Central Iowa VITA, 
centraliowavita@gmail.
com; an auto reply will pro-
vide you with the link and 
instructions.
Plan for use of your refund

As with any type of in-
come, you have three main 
choices for how to use your 
tax refund: spend, save or 
pay off debt.

“Careful thought can help 

you ensure that your family 
benefits all year long from 
the refund,” Wollan said.

Save your refund
Saving substantially from 

the tax refund may be over-
looked when immediate 
needs and wants are always 
present. However, for many 
families, saving a large por-
tion of the refund may be the 
best possible option.

“There are good reasons 

to save your income tax re-
fund,” Wollan explained.

• Think back to the finan-
cial challenges you faced in 
the past year and think ahead 
to special needs you antic-
ipate in the year ahead. In 
many cases, having money 
in savings prevents an un-
usual or unexpected expense 
from becoming a major cri-
sis.

• Without savings, any 

major repair, medical bill or 
large seasonal expense could 
disrupt your financial stabili-
ty. For example, paying a car 
repair bill might leave you 
short on funds to pay your 
regular monthly bills on 
time, leading to late fees or 
additional interest charges.

• Having savings reduces 
costs, prevents stress and 
helps you maintain positive 
relationships with your land-
lord and other regular ven-
dors.

• What seasonal expenses 
might you want to save for? 
What emergency expenses 
might arise? Consider setting 
saving goals for your tax re-
fund to help prevent a finan-
cial crisis in the coming year.

Pay off debt
Your first priority for your 

refund may be to pay off any 
problem debt. If you’re be-
hind on a bill, getting caught 
up is important. If you have 
high-interest credit card 
debt, paying it off will save a 
lot of interest expense, Wol-
lan said.
Make a special purchase
After paying off problem 

debt, though, it becomes a 
balancing act: saving for an-

ticipated needs in the coming 
year versus making special 
purchases now.

“Keep in mind that spend-
ing the money is irreversible. 
However, if you save a large 
portion of your refund and 
no emergencies arise, you 
can always make purchases 
later, or next year,” Wollan 
said.

Most families will make 
some purchases with their 
tax refund. Consider pur-
chases that will pay benefits 
for a long time, so that even 
six to eight months from 
now your family will still en-
joy what you purchased and 
feel like it has made your life 
better.

As you look ahead to tax 
season, Wollan suggests 
planning for how you will 
use your tax refund. Without 
a carefully thought out plan, 
it can be easy to spend your 
refund on the first few good 
ideas that you encounter, 
rather than in the ways that 
will benefit your family the 
most. Paying debt may be 
inevitable, but prioritizing 
substantial savings can set 
the stage for a year without 
financial ups and downs.

(Photo by Michal Jarmoluk from Pixabay)

Battle Over the Legality of Iowa’s School 
Book Ban Heats Up

by Clark Kauffman
A long-running legal battle 

over Iowa’s school book ban 
took another turn Thursday 
with opponents and lawyers 
for the state arguing their 
case before a federal judge.

Lawyers for a book pub-
lisher that is challenging the 
law called it a “statewide, 
one-size-fits-all statute that 
eliminates discretion by 
school librarians,” while 
lawyers for the state char-
acterized it as an appropri-
ate and lawful attempt by 
lawmakers to control the 
materials publicly funded 
schools are offering their 
students.

The law is part of Senate 
File 496, which was ap-
proved in May 2023, and 
includes provisions that ban, 
for grades K-12, virtually all 
books containing descrip-
tions or depictions of a sex 
act. The bill also includes 
a provision that, for grades 
K-6, forbids “curriculum” 
or “instruction” that is relat-
ed to gender identity or sex-
ual orientation.

The law was scheduled to 
go into effect in July 2023 
with penalties for violations 
beginning in January 2024. 
Within months of the bill’s 
passage, thousands of books 
were removed from Iowa 
school shelves, including 
“To Kill a Mockingbird,” 
“1984,” and “A Catcher in 
the Rye.”

In November 2023, the 
ACLU of Iowa and the 
Lambda Legal Defense 
Educational Fund, repre-
senting Iowa Safe Schools, 
a nonprofit group that sup-
ports LGBTQ+ youth, filed 
a federal lawsuit against the 
state, seeking an injunction 
to block enforcement of the 
new law. Book publisher 
Penguin Random House and 
the Iowa State Education 
Association also filed a law-
suit seeking an injunction 
that would prevent enforce-
ment of the book ban.

In December 2023, U.S. 

District Court Judge Stephen 
Locher issued an injunction 
blocking some elements of 
the law. The state appealed 
that decision and in August 
2024, a three-member pan-
el of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Eighth Circuit 
sent the case back to Judge 
Locher, directing him to re-
consider the law’s constitu-
tionality in light of a recent 
First Amendment decision 
by the U.S. Supreme Court 
in Moody v. NetChoice. 
That case involved a lawsuit 
over speech on social media 
platforms.

The ACLU and Lambda 
Legal then filed a renewed 
request for a preliminary 
injunction, as did Penguin 
Random House and the 
ISEA. On Thursday, attor-
neys for all parties in both 
cases argued their case be-
fore Judge Locher at the 
federal courthouse in Des 
Moines.

‘Stupid’ or 
‘unconstitutional’?

During Thursday’s hear-
ing, Judge Locher observed 
that not all laws that are ill 
advised are unconstitution-
al, noting that former U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice An-
tonin Scalia used to joke 
that federal judges should be 
given two stamps when rul-
ing on new laws, with one 
stamp marked “stupid,” and 
the other marked “unconsti-
tutional.”

“You can break out both 
stamps for this one, your 
honor,” said Thomas Sto-
ry, attorney for the ACLU 
of Iowa, drawing laughter 
from lawyers on both sides 
of the case.

A key argument by Fred-
erick Sperling, attorney for 
Penguin Random House, 
was that the law is so vague 
and so open to interpreta-
tion — it doesn’t distinguish 
between books that are ap-
propriate for second-graders 
and those that are suitable 
for high school seniors, he 
said — that it has resulted 

in both constitutional and 
unconstitutional restrictions 
on books.

Sperling noted that some 
books that would be subject 
to the ban are nonfiction his-
torical works that include 
brief descriptions of sex acts 
within a much a larger, non-
sexual context. “These are 
important books for high 
school seniors,” Sperling 
said. “They’re not appropri-
ate for third-graders.”

Sperling argued that “if 
there’s a single sentence” in 
a book that describes a sex 
act, the book is “pulled off 
the shelves” without regard 
to the context and without 
regard to whether it is made 
available to third-graders or 
to graduating seniors who 
are adults.

“You can’t use a tool to 
unconstitutionally restrict 
free speech, even if you’re 
also using that same tool to 
constitutionally restrict free 
speech,” he told the court.

‘Chaos and confusion’
Asked by Locher whether 

he believes the state has the 
authority to control the ac-
tions or communications of 
the public schools, Sperling 
said “the problem with the 
statute is that it takes away 
discretion by local school 
librarians.”

In a brief filed with the 
court recently, Sperling 
argued the law “unconsti-
tutionally prohibits school 
librarians and other trained 
educators from consider-
ing the age of the potential 
reader and the value of each 
book as a whole.”

William Admussen, rep-
resenting the state, told the 
court a preliminary injunc-
tion wouldn’t be appropriate 
in the case given the fact 
that it has been in effect for 
almost a year — albeit not 
continuously, due to the the 
various preceding court rul-
ings.

Story argued otherwise, 
noting that it’s still unclear, 
even to the Iowa Depart-

ment of Education, which 
books should be pulled from 
school shelves. He said the 
status quo is one of “chaos 
and confusion,” which is 
one reason why an injunc-
tion would be appropriate.

Locher indicated he was 
struggling with certain as-
pects of the case, particular-
ly the fact that certain, brief 
descriptions of sex may ap-
pear to be salacious when 
read in isolation, but not 
when read as one element of 
a 300-page book.

At one point, he asked 
whether the state feels a 
teacher can assign a book 
to a class if that book makes 
reference to a same-sex 
couple. Admussen indi-
cated that if the reference 
was “neutral,” and didn’t 
endorse or advocate such 
a relationship, such a book 
would not be prohibited by 
the new law.

Admussen said the book 
ban does not violate the First 
Amendment, and noted that 
higher courts have held that 
limitations on school-spon-
sored speech are constitu-
tional if they are reasonably 
related to a legitimate ped-
agogical purpose. Specif-
ically, he said, the Eighth 
Circuit Court of Appeals has 
held that school libraries are 
a form of school-sponsored 
speech.

At the conclusion of 
Thursday’s two-and-a-half-
hour hearing, Locher told 
the parties he hopes to ren-
der a decision in the case 
“as fast I can, but it proba-
bly won’t be terribly fast,” 
noting that he’s scheduled 
to preside over a trial next 
week.

Iowa Capital Dispatch is 
part of States Newsroom, a 
nonprofit news network sup-
ported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Iowa Capital 
Dispatch maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact 
Editor Kathie Obradovich 
for questions: info@iowa-
capitaldispatch.com.

©Copyright 2025, Iowa 
Capital Dispatch. Published 
under Creative Commons 
license CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. 
Read more at iowacapitald-
ispatch.com.
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Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bend-

ing puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 

down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num-
bers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, col-
umn and box. You can figure out the order in which the 
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Solutions can be found on the Classified page

Solutions can be found on the Classified page

ADORE
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BELOVED

BOYFRIEND
CANDY

CHAMPAGNE
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CHOCOLATE

CUPID
DATE

FLOWERS
GIFTS

GIRLFRIEND
HEARTS

HUG
KISS

LOVE
MOVIE
POEM
RED

ROMANCE
ROSES

SWEETHEART
VALENTINE

U.S. Senate Confirms Russ Vought, 
a Project 2025 Author, To Manage 

the Nation’s Budget
by Jennifer Shutt

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. Senate voted Thurs-
day to confirm Russ Vought 
as director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, 
giving support to one of the 
architects of Project 2025 
and someone who hopes 
to erode Congress’ control 
over government spending.

Vought, who worked as 
OMB director during Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s first 
term in office, was con-
firmed on a 53-47 party-line 
vote that followed Demo-
crats keeping the chamber 
in session overnight to high-
light their opposition.

Objections to Vought cen-
tered around his goal to give 
the president more authority 
over federal spending de-
cisions, which Democrats 
said is a violation of the 
separation of powers in the 
Constitution. 

“Congress makes laws 
and appropriates funds, not 
the president,” New Hamp-
shire Sen. Maggie Hassan 
said. “At stake is not a legal 
technicality, at stake is our 
very notion of self-gov-
ernment, a notion that Mr. 
Vought appears to disdain.”

Hassan, a Democrat, ref-
erenced the Trump admin-
istration halting congressio-
nally approved funding for 
grant and loan programs in 
late January as one example 
of OMB overreaching.

“The grant money was 
never the president’s to 
cut, freeze, or restore — it 
doesn’t belong to him or to 
Mr. Vought, it belongs to the 
American people,” Hassan 
said. 

She also pointed to the 
Government Accountability 
Office finding OMB “vio-
lated” a federal law known 
as the Impoundment Con-
trol Act when it withheld 
$214 million in security as-
sistance for Ukraine during 
the first Trump administra-
tion.

“It was five years ago this 
week that this body debat-
ed President Trump’s at-
tempt to illegally impound 
funds that were intended 
for Ukraine,” Hassan said, 
referring to the first of two 
impeachments. “An im-
poundment attempt that 
was supported and directed 
by Mr. Vought.”

Obscure office with
big clout

The Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, also 
called the White House 
budget office, is respon-
sible for submitting the 
president’s annual budget 
request to Congress, but it 
also has sweeping authority 
over federal regulations and 
federal agencies.

Acting OMB Director 
Matthew J. Vaeth caused 
considerable confusion in 
late January when he re-
leased a two-page memo 
calling for a halt to trillions 
in federal funding for grant 
and loan programs spread 
across departments and 
agencies.

The memo, which was 
later rescinded, led to two 
separate lawsuits and two 
federal judges issuing tem-
porary restraining orders 
blocking the Trump admin-
istration from implement-
ing the proposed funding 
freeze.

Senate Majority Leader 
John Thune, R-S.D., said 
Wednesday that Vought is 
qualified to become OMB 
director, in part, because 
he has already been OMB 
director.

“There’s no question that 
he will be able to hit the 
ground running,” Thune 
said. “As director of OMB, 
Mr. Vought will have the 
chance to address two key 
economic issues — cutting 
burdensome government 
regulations and addressing 
excessive spending.”

Thune said the United 
States is on a “dangerous 
spending track” and that 
the government should find 
“ways to reign in our spend-
ing and to target govern-
ment waste.”

“And I’m confident that 
Mr. Vought will help lead 
that charge,” Thune said.

Rapid confirmation for 
Trump nominees

Vought’s confirmation 
marked the 13th of Trump’s 
nominees to receive Senate 
confirmation in the three 
weeks that he’s been in the 
Oval Office.

“That’s roughly twice as 
fast as nominees were con-
firmed at the start of the two 
previous administrations,” 
Thune said. “The Sen-
ate will take up additional 
nominees next week and 
will maintain an aggressive 
pace to get the president’s 
full team in place as soon as 

possible.”
Senate-confirmed nomi-

nees include, Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio, Central 
Intelligence Agency Direc-
tor John Ratcliffe, Defense 
Secretary Peter Hegseth, 
Homeland Security Secre-
tary Kristi Noem, Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent, 
Transportation Secretary 
Sean Duffy, Environmental 
Protection Agency Admin-
istrator Lee Zeldin, Interior 
Secretary Douglas Burgum, 
Energy Secretary Chris-
topher Wright, Attorney 
General Pam Bondi and 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment Secretary Eric 
Turner.
‘Impoundment’ struggle
Vought has spent the past 

four years leading the Cen-
ter for Renewing America, a 
think tank he launched fol-
lowing his tenure in the first 
Trump administration.

The organization has 
published repeatedly about 
the 1974 Impoundment 
Control Act and impound-
ment authority, arguing the 
president should be able to 
block funding Congress has 
approved.

The U.S. Constitution 
gives the legislative branch 
the so-called power of the 
purse, putting the authority 
over how federal dollars are 
spent in the hands of law-
makers.

Congress passed the Im-
poundment Control Act 
more than 50 years ago, 
after then-president Rich-
ard Nixon halted billions 
in funding the body had ap-
proved.

The law gives the pres-
ident two ways to request 
that Congress rescind fund-
ing it already appropriated 
— sending a rescission re-
quest via a special message, 
which allows the president 
to hold onto the money for 
45 days, or through a de-
ferral sent through a special 
message.

“The President, OMB, 
or a department or agen-
cy head or employee may 
defer budget authority to 
provide for contingencies, 
effect savings, or as specif-
ically provided by law,” ac-
cording to a report from the 
nonpartisan Congressional 
Research Service. “No offi-
cer or employee of the Unit-
ed States may defer budget 
authority for any other pur-

pose.”
During his confirma-

tion hearing in the Senate 
Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee, Vought testified he 
believes the president holds 
the ability to impound fund-
ing approved by Congress. 
Vought has also said repeat-
edly he believes the 1974 
law is unconstitutional.

“The president has run on 
the issue of impoundment 
and has reminded the coun-
try that 200 years of pres-
idents have used this au-
thority,” Vought said during 
the hearing. “And we’ll be 
developing our approach to 
this issue and strategy once 
his administration is in of-
fice.”

Democrats have sounded 
alarm bells over the pres-
ident potentially holding 
impoundment authority, 
saying it would make it 
extremely difficult for law-
makers to negotiate biparti-
san agreement on the dozen 
annual government funding 
bills.

The president simply ig-
noring parts of a spending 
agreement would lead to 
even more distrust and grid-
lock within Congress, Dem-
ocrats say.

Project 2025
Vought also wrote part of 

the Heritage Foundation’s 
Project 2025, a 922-page 
document outlining the 
conservative organization’s 
goals for a second Trump 
administration.

In a 26-page chapter on 
the executive office of the 
president, Vought wrote the 
OMB director “must ensure 
the appointment of a Gener-
al Counsel who is respected 
yet creative and fearless in 
his or her ability to chal-
lenge legal precedents that 
serve to protect the status 
quo.”

Vought wrote that Trump 
“should use every possible 
tool to propose and impose 
fiscal discipline on the fed-
eral government.”

“Anything short of that 
would constitute abject fail-
ure,” Vought contended.

Vought also wrote about 
the management aspect of 
OMB’s portfolio, pressing 
for political appointees to 
have more authority and in-
fluence than career staff.

“It is vital that the Direc-
tor and his political staff, not 
the careerists, drive these of-
fices in pursuit of the Presi-
dent’s actual priorities and 
not let them set their own 
agenda based on the wish-
es of the sprawling ‘good 
government’ management 
community in and outside 
of government,” Vought 
wrote. “Many Directors 
do not properly prioritize 
the management portfolio, 
leaving it to the Deputy 
for Management, but such 
neglect creates purposeless 
bureaucracy that impedes a 
President’s agenda—an ‘M 
Train to Nowhere.’”

©Copyright 2025, States 
Newsroom. Published un-
der Creative Commons 
license CC BY-NC-ND 
4.0. Read more at news-
fromthestates.com.

Final All Things Beef Workshop in 
Marshalltown Set for Feb. 19

By Chris Clark
Marshalltown, Iowa – 

Beef producers are invit-
ed to attend an Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach program to learn 
about estrus synchroniza-
tion strategies and the use 
of artificial insemination 
of beef cows.

“We will cover some 
options for estrus syn-
chronization, reference 
the protocols from the Re-

productive Task Force and 
maybe experiment briefly 
with Iowa State’s Estrus 
Synchronization Plan-
ner,” said Chris Clark, 
beef specialist with ISU 
Extension and Outreach. 
“Then we plan to talk a 
little bit about the basics 
of artificial insemination. 
This is not an AI certifi-
cation class with all the 
hands-on practice, but we 
will talk through some po-

tential benefits of using AI 
as well as bovine anatomy 
and technique. It would 
be a good primer to get 
someone ready for an AI 
certification course.”

The All Things Beef 
workshop, the final one 
in the Marshalltown se-
ries, will be held Feb. 19 
at 5:30 p.m. at the ISU 
Extension and Outreach 
Marshall County Office, 
located at 2608 S 2nd 

St., Marshalltown. Please 
RSVP to Chelsea Llewel-
lyn by email at chelsea@
iastate.edu, by phone at 
641-752-1551 or by text 
at 515-421-9345. There 
is no charge for the work-
shop.  A light supper will 
be provided.

For more information, 
please contact Chris Clark 
at 712-250-0070 or by 
email at caclark@iastate.
edu.
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Each year some of the 
same issues are brought for-
ward.  One of those topics is 
the Pharmacy Benefit Man-
agers (PBMs).  For several 
sessions, Iowa House Re-
publicans have been interest-
ed in taking action to protect 
our local pharmacies facing 
unfair practices from Phar-
macy Benefit Managers, 
the middlemen known as 
PBMs.   We are seeing rural 
pharmacies close down at an 
alarming rate. 29 pharmacies 
closed in 2024. More than 
150 pharmacies have closed 
over the past decade. With-
out local pharmacies, Iowa 
families and older Iowans 
have a harder time accessing 
the care they deserve.  Sev-
eral additional regulations 
of PBM’s in Iowa are being 
considered in HSB 99.  All 
can be found on legis.iowa.
gov but one I find important 
is requiring PBMs to reim-
burse pharmacies based on 
acquisition cost.  Perhaps 
our federal government will 
be addressing this issue na-
tionally also.

Another recurring issue is 

the funding of our schools.  
In 2024 K-12 made up 46% 
of our state budget.  In 2014 
K-12 education was 16.6% 
of our budget (Ballotpedia).  
This year the Senate and the 
Governor have proposed a 
2% increase in SSA funding 
for education for the upcom-
ing fiscal year. Iowa House 
is interested in getting more 
funding to public schools. 
The House SSA funding is 
proposed at 2.25% with sev-
eral other budget items in-
creased to equate to an over-
all 3.93% increase in state 
funding to public schools. 

-The new state cost per 
pupil under this proposal 
would be $8,039 per pupil. 

-In FY 2025, we allocat-
ed $3.7876 billion to public 
education. This proposal 
would allocate $3.9368 bil-
lion, an increase of nearly 
$150 million. 

Later this month Bel-
mond-Kleme Superinten-
dent Jenn Peters is hosting a 
zoom call for all District 56 
superintendents and me to 
discuss education topics and 
concerns I can bring back to 

the House for further consid-
eration.

Other topics of importance 
include:

Iowa House Environ-
mental Protection Panel 
Hears Presentation on Sta-
tus of Jordan Aquifer from 
DNR.  Over the last several 
decades, demand for Iowa’s 
high-quality groundwater 
has been growing as biofuel 
production has soared and 
as major electronic data 
server farms come to Iowa 
because of its relative safety 
from catastrophic environ-
mental circumstances and 
low cost electrical power.  

Judiciary Committee 
Works on Bills to Protect 
Minors.  The House Judi-
ciary Committee has begun 
working on multiple bills 
to protect children from ob-
scene material both online 
and in person. These bills 
focus on the online world 
of pornography, AI created 
images, and strong penal-
ties for those who prey on 
children. House File 62 es-
tablishes liability for a com-
mercial entity that publishes 

or distributes pornography 
on the internet, if a minor 
gets access to the material. 
The bill is not intended to 
target internet providers, 
instead it is focused on the 
websites and companies 
that produce and distribute 
the pornographic materials. 
As of now, 19 states have 
laws requiring some type 
of age verification before an 
individual can view a por-
nographic site. The language 
of the bill is being carefully 
evaluated and will be up for 
a vote in the Judiciary Com-
mittee in the next several 
weeks.  

On February 6th a Cedar 
Rapids man was found guilty 
of trafficking a minor.  This 
is the first time the human 
trafficking law the legisla-
ture passed, and the gov-
ernor signed in 2023 was 
implemented invoking much 
tougher penalties.  This 
criminal was found guilty 
of a Class A felony with the 
possibility of life in prison.  
His sentencing will be in 
April.   The victim testified 
at the trial and demonstrat-
ed incredible courage.  This 
case, like all other human 
trafficking cases, illustrates 
that the victim IS the evi-
dence, and that our state 
must dedicate resources to 
save the countless vulnera-
ble people still forced to live 
this vile existence. 

As I write this, I have just 
finished the fourth week of 
the legislative session. Feb-
ruary 14 is the last day that 
I can request new legisla-
tion to be written. With the 
end of the session planned 
on May 2, you may think 
this is too early to put the 
brakes on new ideas. The 
truth is the legislative pro-
cess takes time and if we 
didn’t have a cutoff date for 
writing new legislation, we 
would never get done. We 
will probably have around 
900 bills filed this year. 
Less than a fourth of those 
will become law.

When I talk about a bill 
it’s usually because it’s a 
bill that interests a lot of 
people, or it’s a bill that I 
had a part in.

A bill that has a lot of 
interest by the public is 
SSB 1051. It deals with 
the warnings on pesticide 
labels. We discussed this is-
sue last year, and are work-
ing on it more this year. The 
main avenue that is used to 
sue a chemical company is 
a failure to have warning 
labels about the potential 
harm they could pose to 
health. However, the EPA 
dictates what must be put 
on the label. If the compa-
ny doesn’t abide by those 
rules, they can’t sell the 
product. It makes no sense 
to allow the company to be 
sued for following the law. 
The company can still be 
sued, but not for following 
the law on the label. This 
would apply to widely used 
chemicals like Round Up.

A bill I wrote is SF 128, 
dealing with what is re-
corded on the form used to 
fill out a death certificate of 
a child from 0-3 years old. 
Currently there is only one 
question asked about the 
child’s vaccinations. Was 
the child fully vaccinated 
according to the sched-
ule recommended by the 
CDC? The same form asks 
five questions about the last 
thing the child ate. Some 
medical examiners have 
requested that we ask when 
the child’s last vaccination 
was, what they were vacci-
nated for, and did they re-
ceive multiple vaccinations 

at the time.
A large number of moms 

showed up to testify in fa-
vor of the bill. Two medical 
professionals showed up to 
say this could lead to peo-
ple being more reluctant to 
vaccinate their children. I 
maintain that the best way 
to increase confidence in 
the safety of vaccines is to 
have hard data to prove it. 
This is easy to do and hard 
to fake.

Also dealing with vac-
cines is SF 120, which 
would require parental 
consent before a minor can 
get vaccinated for sexually 
transmitted diseases. The 
best known of these vac-
cines has the worst safety 
record of any vaccine, ex-
cept for the Covid-19 vac-
cines. A minor is not ready 
to weigh the risks and re-
wards of getting this vac-
cine before age 18.

I’ll conclude with a 
quick note about the bill 
we passed in 2023 to re-
organize the state govern-
ment. Its goal was to make 
government more efficient 
by aligning similar depart-
ments and eliminating re-
dundancies. It would also 
help all the departments 
communicate with each 
other by getting them all 
on computer systems that 
can talk to each other. The 
Governor announced in 
her Condition of the State 
speech that in the first 18 
months since the reorga-
nization was implement-
ed, Iowa has saved $217 
million. This amount will 
grow as time goes on, and 
the speed and efficiency of 
government response to cit-
izens should also increase.

The last two weeks have 
been full and tiring. How-
ever, I am encouraged by 
this verse to stay at it -- 
“The hand of the diligent 
shall rule”. Proverbs 12:24

I will be having 2 forums 
on Feb. 15th.

• League of Women Vot-
ers Wake-Up forum at 8:30 
in Nevada at the Public Li-
brary

• Eggs and Issues at 11:00 
at Iowa Central Communi-
ty College in Webster City, 
Tom Chelesvig Building

Bolstering our border security and 
keeping fentanyl out of our communities
By Rep. Randy Feenstra

There’s no denying that the 
United States has an opioid 
crisis. Unregulated, deadly 
drugs have found their way 
into our urban centers, our 
suburbs, and even our rural 
main streets. Every year, 
these fatal substances indis-
criminately kill hundreds 
of thousands of Americans 
regardless of age, race, or 
creed. There is no question-
ing what needs to be done. 
We must cut the flow of 
these drugs, often manufac-
tured by foreign adversaries 
like China, and secure our 
borders. 

In 2023, nearly 110,000 
Americans died of drug 
overdoses. Almost 70% of 
these untimely deaths were 
due to synthetic opioids like 
fentanyl and other illicit, 
man-made drugs. Fentan-
yl-related deaths are now the 
number one cause of death 
among adults 18-49 and 
the drug is responsible for 
77% of adolescent overdose 
deaths. These drugs destroy 
our most vulnerable and 
wreak havoc on our families.

That’s why I voted for, and 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed, the HALT 
Fentanyl Act, which intends 
to cut the flow of these illicit 
opioids into American com-
munities. This legislation 
would permanently establish 
the class-wide scheduling 
order for fentanyl related 
substances (FRS) — which 
is currently temporary and 
soon to expire. The bill also 
ensures that law enforce-
ment agencies have the tools 
and resources that they need 

to keep deadly drugs like 
fentanyl out of our com-
munities. If the schedul-
ing expires, many of these 
substances would become 
street-legal and U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection 
(CBP) would no longer be 
able to seize these drugs as 
they cross our borders.

But protecting our commu-
nities from external threats 
isn’t limited to drug traffick-
ing. In 2016, 21-year-old Io-
wan, Sarah Root, was trag-
ically murdered in a drunk 
driving accident caused by 
an illegal immigrant — who 
was driving three times over 
the legal limit and had prior 
arrests. However, due to an 
egregious loophole in feder-
al law, the illegal immigrant 
posted bail, was released 
from jail, fled our country, 
and was never seen or heard 
from again. Without a doubt, 
this tragedy — and many 
more like it occurring around 
the nation — demanded seri-
ous legislative action to keep 
our communities safe from 
violent illegal immigrants.

That’s why Senator Ernst 
and I introduced Sarah’s 
Law – in honor of Sarah 

Root – to ensure that illegal 
immigrants who harm or 
kill American citizens are 
swiftly detained and brought 
to justice. Fortunately, our 
legislation was included in 
the Laken Riley Act, which 
President Trump signed into 
law on January 29th. We 
were glad to be joined by 
Sarah’s father, Scott Root, 
for the signing ceremony at 
the White House and even 
had the opportunity to talk to 
Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity Kristi Noem and Vice 
President J.D. Vance about 
Sarah’s story. 

The passage of this law — 
the first law signed by Pres-
ident Trump — is symbolic 
of the new administration’s 
commitment to the will of 
the people. Throughout his 
campaign, President Trump 
made promises to secure 
our border and protect our 
communities from drug traf-
ficking and criminals. Just 
a matter of weeks into his 
presidency, President Trump 
has kept these promises, and 
I’m thrilled that we could 
work with him to honor 
Sarah’s memory and deliver 
real solutions to our border 
crisis.

But President Trump will 
not rest. After talks with 
Mexico’s President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum, President 
Trump negotiated Mexico’s 
mobilization of 10,000 sol-
diers to the Mexican side of 
our southern border. He lat-
er spoke to Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau who 
pledged to send addition-
al personnel to secure our 
northern border and address 

drug trafficking. In conjunc-
tion with the service men 
and women on our side of 
the border, the members of 
the Mexican National Guard 
and border personnel from 
Canada will assist in cutting 
off the flow of human traf-
ficking, drug trafficking, and 
violent criminals seeking to 
harm our citizens and profit 
from our suffering.

Since I’ve taken office — 
and with every subsequent 
oath that I have sworn to the 
American people — bolster-
ing our border security has 
been a top priority for me. 
I’ve supported legislation 
ranging from the SAVE Act, 
which prevents illegal im-
migrants from voting in our 
elections, to the Preventing 
Violence Against Women 
by Illegal Aliens Act, which 
ensures that illegal sex crim-
inals and domestic violence 
offenders are deported from 
our country, to supporting 
efforts to keep building the 
border wall on our southern 
border. We must do every-
thing in our power to keep 
our families and communi-
ties safe.

For the last four years 
under the Biden adminis-
tration, the effects of an un-
secured, open border have 
seeped their way into every 
facet of the American way 
of life — it must be put to 
an end. I look forward to 
continuing to work with 
President Trump — and our 
new Secretaries of State and 
Homeland Security, Marco 
Rubio and Kristi Noem, re-
spectively — to restore law 
and order in our country.

A Hostile Corporate 
Takeover of Our Democracy 

By Alex Jacquez,
Elizabeth Pancotti
Befitting a presidency 

inaugurated by a parade 
of tech billionaires, Pres-
ident Trump has taken 
Mark Zuckerberg’s in-
famous “move fast and 
break things” approach to 
the opening weeks of his 
second term — and break 
things he has.

Trump quickly handed 
over the federal govern-
ment’s keys and wallet to 
unelected billionaire Elon 
Musk, who has treated Con-
gress, federal law, and regu-
lators with the same brazen 
disregard he displays in his 
business ventures.

Under the guise of the 
Orwellian Department of 
Government Efficiency 
(DOGE), Musk — the rich-
est man in the world — has 
bought de facto control of 
the U.S. government for a 
cool $288 million in politi-
cal donations. That’s a bar-
gain compared to the nearly 
$7 trillion in taxpayer dol-
lars currently at his finger-
tips.

After sparking confusion, 
outrage, and temporary re-
straining orders with their 
hasty attempt to halt feder-
al spending — imperiling 
vital programs like Head 
Start, Meals on Wheels, and 
Medicaid — Trump and 
Musk continue to rampage 
through government.

In a few short weeks, 

they’ve shuttered federal 
agencies, fired civil ser-
vants, and handed over 
access to Americans’ sensi-
tive personal and classified 
information to a group of 
20-somethings — all ille-
gally.

According to report-
ing, Musk’s minions have 
seized control of the Trea-
sury Department’s pay-
ments system. That’s the 
plumbing that ensures that 
tax refunds, Social Security 
payments, and other demo-
cratically authorized spend-
ing reaches its destination, 
leaving experts and long-
time employees fearful of 
what comes next.

With Musk serving as 
judge, jury, and executioner 
for what constitutes “waste-
ful” government spending, 
there’s nothing to stop him 
from, say, killing investiga-
tions into Tesla’s workplace 
harassment in his California 
plant or self-driving sys-
tems after a fatal pedestrian 
crash in Arizona.

There’s nothing to stop 
him from cutting off rivals 
and securing even more in 
federal funding and con-
tracts for his company 
SpaceX, which has taken 
in more than $15 billion in 
taxpayer dollars to date.

More concerning, there’s 
nothing to stop him from 
using the vast reams of 
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UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

421 W. Broadway St. 
Eagle Grove

Sundays
	 9:30 am Worship 
Wednesdays each week un-
less no school for the day: 
Kids’ Club (K-Gr. 4) and 
Middlers (Grs. 5-8), 2 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

All are welcome. 
Dial-A-Devotion:

515-448-3355
515-212-2802

egumc@goldfieldaccess.net
515-448-4701

www.eaglegroveumc.org
 

GOLDFIELD UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

P.O. Box 214
Goldfield, 

515-825-3754 
Sunday

	 11 a.m. Worship
 

GOLDFIELD UNITED 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
220 E. Oak St.

Goldfield, 
515-825-3581

goldfield.upc@gmail.com
Facebook @ goldpres

“A Church for the 
Community”

Office M-F 7:30-11:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Fr. Jerry Blake
Eagle Grove

515-532-3586
Thursday, February 13

	 11:40 a.m.  Rosary at Sa-
cred Heart
	 Noon Mass at Sacred 
Heart

Friday, February 14
	 11 a.m.  Fatima Rosary at 
Scared Heart 

Saturday, February 15
Youth Led Masses and 

SCRIP Cards 
Anointing the Sick

	 3:15 p.m. Adoration/Ben-
ediction at St. Francis
	

4 p.m. Mass at St. Francis
	 7:15 p.m. Adoration/Ben-
ediction at St. John
	 8 p.m. Spanish Mass at St. 
John

Sunday, February 16
Youth Led Masses and 

SCRIP Cards
Anorting the Sick

	 7:15 a.m. Adoration/Ben-
dicituion at Sacred Heart
	 8 a.m. Mass at Sacred 
Heart
	 9 a.m. KC Omelet Break-
fast St. Francis
	 9:45 a.m. Adoration/Ben-
ediction at St. John
	 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. 
John

Monday, February 17
	 8:15 a.m. Rosary St. Francis 
 6:30 p.m. OCIA at St. John     
Wednesday, February 19
Youth Faith Formation

	 7:40 a.m. Rosary, at St. 
Francis 
	 8 a.m. Mass, Adoration, 
Benediction at St. Francis      
	 10 a.m. Staff Meeting at 
St. John,   (Office Closed)
	 6:30 a.m. First Reconcili-
tion at Sacred Heart
	 6:30 p.m.  YFF Clases at 
All Churches

HOLMES BAPTIST 
CHURCH

2137 Hancock Ave.
Holmes, Iowa

Pastor Cody Huber
515-825-3110

HOLMES LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Holmes, Iowa
Pastor George Lautner

412-874-9878

NEW HOPE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Eagle Grove
Vicar Jon Merritt

A Congregation of ELCA
Saturday

	 4 p.m. Worship at Rotary 
Senior Living South in the 
Chapel

EAGLE GROVE
UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
(CONGREGATIONAL)

P.O. Box 333
515-448-3584

 
FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH
Pastor Johnny Khaleet

Eagle Grove
515-448-4612

Sunday
	 9 a.m. Sunday School
	 10 a.m. Worship

Monday
	 10 a.m. Bible Study at Ro-
tary Ann North

Wednesday
	 5:30 p.m. Bible Study at the 
church.

GRACE EVANGELICAL 
FREE CHURCH

448-5414
1220 Commercial Ave, 

Eagle Grove 
www.graceefc.com

Sundays
	 9:30 a.m. English speak-
ing service 
6 p.m. Spanish speaking 
service

Wednesdays
	 GraceKids (age 5–5th 
grade) and Youth Group ac-
tivities for 6th–12th graders 
starting at 6 p.m.

 
SOUTH ENES 

LUTHERAN CHURCH
205 Johnson Street

Vincent
Vicar Jon Merritt

A Congregation of the ELCA
	 10 a.m. Sunday Worship

 
ULLENSVANG LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, N.A.L.C.
Pastor Darryl Landsverk

Thor
 

MT. CALVARY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH—

LC-MS
Eagle Grove

Pastor Mark Eichler
515-448-4668

	 8:30 a.m. Worship

 EAGLE GROVE 
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH
615 SW 2nd Street

Eagle Grove
Pastor Jason Cooper

515-448-3697
www.egelc.org

Thursday 
	 10 a.m. EGAMA
	 1:30 p.m. ELCW Meet at 
Rotary Senior Living North

Sunday 
	 9 a.m. Worship
	 10:15 a.m. Coffee Fellow
	 10:15 a.m. Sunday School
	 3 p.m. Grief & Grub

Wednesday 
	 9 a.m. Bible Study
	 Noon Men’s Bible Study
	 5:00 p.m. Confirmation

EG MINISTERIAL 
ASSOCIATION FOOD 

PANTRY
510 S. Jackson

Monday 4 - 7 p.m.
Friday 1 - 3 p.m.

Helping Families in Need!
Please call to verify open.

Food Pantry 515-448-4332
or 515-448-3743

 
MAC LIFE CHURCH

Blairsburg
Interim Pastor Dick Birr.

Sundays
10: a.m. Services for now 

 
SAMUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
NALC

201 N. Lincoln Ave.
448-5038

www.samuellutheran.net
Sundays 

	 9 a.m. Worship in-person 
and on Facebook

Tuesday 
	 9 a.m. Bible Study

Wednesday 
	 Confirmation

 
LAKE LUTHERAN 

CHURCH GOLDFIELD
LCMC

Lutheran Congregations 
in Mission for Christ

Pastor Ron Rasmussen
Sunday 

	 10 a.m. Service

REJOICE CHURCH:
A WORD AND SPIRIT 

CHURCH
Pastors Cris and Jennifer 

Decious
New Location! Sunday 
Worship Services at 10:30 
a.m. at 3320 210th St., 
Goldfield, Iowa 50542
www.Rejoicechurchiowa.
com and Facebook

Goldfield, IA 
50542

515.825.3181
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www.comm1net.net
641-762-3772

Grocery 515-448-3241
Meat 515-448-3526
Eagle Grove, Iowa

EAGLE GROVE • 448-4321
Hours: Mon. - Thurs ~ 6 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Fri & Sat ~ 6 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sunday ~ 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
T a k e  o u t  o r d e r s  a v a i l a b l e !

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

TND@goldfieldaccess.net

Eagle Grove : 515-448-5111

Skilled Nursing
Long Term Care
Residential Care

Assisted Living 
with Memory 

Support

(515) 448-5124

Independent Townhomes & Apartments

Lalor Construction

Call Gary Lalor
Office:  515-448-5040  •  Cell:  515-293-1579

Free Estimates • Professional Crew  
•  Family Owned - Over 40 Years  •  Licensed & Insured Residential 

and Agricultural

• New Construction  •  Remodeling  •  Additions  •  Garages  •  Siding  
•  Windows  

•  Concrete and Masonry  •  Plumbing  •  Electrical  •  Decks  •  Pole Buildings

ebseagle@goldfieldaccess.net

319 Hwy 3 East • Goldfield
515-825-3476

ABENS - MARTY - CURRAN AGENCY
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Nobody 
brings you 

hometown news like the  
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Stevenson Insurance 
Services

215 13th Ave SW
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Do everything in love.
1 Corinthians 16:14 NIV

When I was in grammar school it was common 
practice for the kids to give a valentine to everyone 
in their class. Our parents would buy packages of 

Valentine cards that had a bunch of small valentines with 
preprinted messages such as “Be My Valentine” or “Won’t 
you be my Valentine?” on them and then the kids would fill 
in the names in the spaces for “To:” and “From:” and hand 
them out to their classmates on Valentines Day. And what 
a beautiful way to teach kids that they should be kind and 
loving to everyone. No one was left out and everyone went 
home with a pile of valentines. And of course, if there was 
someone special in your class who you had a crush on you 
could write an extra note to him or her. Maybe we should do 
something similar this year on Valentine’s Day. There are a 
million ways you can show others that you love them, from a 
nice personal note to something you baked or made yourself. 
The only limit is your imagination and the love you have for 
those around you.
–Christopher Simon

“

“

A Valentine for 
Everyone

Donald Pinkele

∏
Ward-Van Slyke Colonial Chapel & Crematory

641-357-2193 • www.colonialchapels.com

Place photo 
here

Donald Pinkele, 74, of Clear 
Lake died Monday, February 10 
at Oakwood Care Center sur-
rounded by his loving family.

He was the son of Louis & 
Geneva Pinkele, born October 2, 
1950 in Ft. Dodge, IA. He was 
raised on a farm east of Eagle 
Grove where he attended school 
and excelled at wrestling.

He attended Iowa Central 
Community College and helped to start their wrestling pro-
gram. He later attended Buena Vista College where he got 
his business degree while working a variety of jobs.

In 1973 Donald was married to Louise Janette Nelson. 
They had two boys Andrew and Adam.

Donald worked as an activity director at a group home in 
Ft. Dodge and again in Osceola before staying home to care 
for his disabled son. 

Survivors are his wife Louise, son Andrew, daughter in 
law Caitlin, grandchildren Samantha, Jolet, Corbin, Kaiser 
& Elara, also his sister Donna Gonzalez and sister in law 
Jeanine Pinkele.

Preceded in death by his son Adam, Brother Douglas and 
parents Geneva and Louis. 

Funeral services provided by Ward-Van Slyke Colonial 
Chapel & Crematory (641) 357-2193.
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YOU ARE INVITED 
TO

ATTEND CH_ _CH!

WHAT IS MISSING?

sensitive and personal infor-
mation he’s now stolen from 
millions of Americans to 
train his artificial intelligence 
systems, hone his X (former-
ly Twitter) algorithms, or 
even go after specific indi-
viduals and nonprofits that 
criticize him on social me-
dia.

This isn’t a government 
efficiency program — it’s a 
hostile corporate takeover of 
American democracy.

While the ultra-rich and 
large corporations have long 
used their political influence 
to secure power and advance 
their own interests, never 
before has one billionaire 
so thoroughly infiltrated the 
federal government and bent 
it to their will for personal 
gain.

In a way, this is the logi-
cal endgame for a political 
system that’s long reward-
ed those with pockets deep 
enough to pay for access and 
drowned out the needs of 
working people. Musk has 
gone directly to the source, 
raiding the public coffers for 
his own benefit and interests. 
This way, he can keep the 
spigots flowing to himself 
and his companies, while he 
champions cuts to vital pro-
grams that serve workers and 
families but not billionaires.

Musk rails against the ca-

reer federal workers who 
serve under both Democratic 
and Republican administra-
tions as “unelected bureau-
crats,” but you know them as 
your mail carrier, your social 
worker, and your Veterans 
Administration nurse.

New polling for our orga-
nization, Groundwork Col-
laborative, shows that nearly 
60 percent of voters already 
believe this unelected tech 
billionaire has too much in-
fluence over Trump and the 
federal government.

The more they learn, the 
less they like. Musk’s au-
dacious $2 trillion target for 
spending reductions is infea-
sible without deep, painful 
cuts to veterans benefits, So-
cial Security, Medicare, and 
food assistance, all of which 
voters find unacceptable by 
stunning 50 point margins.

Already, scores of lawsuits 
have been launched against 
Musk and DOGE’s blitz-
krieg through the federal 
government. Whether they 
will stop his reckless behav-
ior is one question. Whether 
he and Trump will listen if 
they do is another.

Congress must step in 
and thoroughly investigate 
DOGE and check Elon’s 
unbridled power, before he 
breaks our government and 
our democracy beyond repair.

MUSK from page 5A
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Birthdays

t h i s  w e e k ’ st h i s  w e e k ’ sfamous
February 9 – Tom Hiddleston, Actor (44)
February 10 – Chloë Grace Moretz, Actress (28)
February 11 – Jennifer Aniston, Actress (56)
February 12 – Christina Ricci, Actress (45)
February 13 – Peter Gabriel, Singer (75)
February 14 – Freddie Highmore, Actor (33)
February 15 – Matt Groening, Cartoonist (71)

HoroscopesHoroscopes
this week’sthis week’s

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
A good first impression is really important right now, Aries. 

Be sure to wear your best clothes and check out your appear-
ance before you meet up with anyone this week.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you are bound to have a lot of fun this week, and 

you will spread cheerfulness to others. You might host a party 
or plan some sort of night out with friends.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
None of the usual strategies to confront family issues are 

working right now, Gemini. You may need to take a step 
away and give others distance for the time being until things 
cool off.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, some tech upgrades can help ensure an exciting 

new project starts off on the right foot. Enlist others to help 
and welcome any insight.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
This week is your chance to take a break and let someone 

else take center stage for a bit while you enjoy time out of the 
spotlight, Leo. Right now you may need a little alone time.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you know what you have to get done, so it is well 

past time to put one foot in front of the other and get moving. 
Others have helped, but you have to see it to completion.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Focus all of your energy on the important people in your 

life right now, Libra. Other things can wait for the time being. 
Don't be too hard on yourself for not getting everything done.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, as things in your life continue to evolve, you may 

be tempted to jump into something new. You might want to 
slow the pace and exercise due diligence first.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, have you bitten off more than you can chew this 

week? If so, you probably have to ask for some helpers to step 
up and pitch in. Teamwork is a good thing.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Some tough decisions are ahead of you, Capricorn. It might 

be best to think things through logically and leave emotion 
out of the equation for the time being.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, it can be dangerous to think you know every-

thing. This week, listen to what others have to say before de-
ciding if their ideas have merit. This approach can benefit all 
involved.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Step up this week with confidence, Pisces. Now is not the 

time to be inflexible or shy. Go with the flow as much as pos-
sible, and learn and listen along the way.

What’s Cookin’this week?this week?
There’s always 
room for pizza

When it comes to pizza, it is often difficult to stop after just 
one slice. Although pizza originated in Italy, people from all 
around the world have made pizza their own by experiment-
ing with different flavor combinations and toppings.

Whether you're in the camp who thinks it isn't pizza if 
there's more than mozzarella cheese and red sauce on the 
crust or the one who feels the sky's the limit for pizza ad-
ventures, it's hard not to like "Buffalo Chicken Pizza." This 
recipe pairs the heat and tang of Buffalo wings with the famil-
iarity of pizza's crunch. Try this medley of flavor, courtesy of 
"30-Minute Meal Prep: 100 Healthy and Delicious Recipes to 
Eat All Week" (Sourcebooks) by Robin Miller.

Buffalo Chicken Pizza
Serves 4

1 13.8-ounce container refrigerated pizza dough
1 cup ricotta cheese
3 tablespoons powdered ranch dip/dressing mix
2 cups shredded cooked chicken
1/4 cup hot sauce, such as Frank's, or hot sauce of choice
1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese
Chopped fresh chives for serving (optional)
Bottled ranch dressing for serving (optional)
1. Preheat the oven to 400 F. Line a large baking sheet with 

parchment paper or aluminum foil.
2. Unroll the pizza dough on the prepared pan, and shape as 

desired. I chose a 10-by-12-inch rectangle. Bake for 6 min-
utes.

3. Meanwhile, in a small bowl, combine the ricotta and 
powdered ranch, and mix well.

4. In another bowl, combine the chicken and hot sauce, and 
mix to cover the chicken with the sauce.

5. Spread the ricotta mixture all over the pre-baked crust, to 
within half an inch of the edge.

6. Arrange the chicken over the ricotta, and top with the 
mozzarella.

7. Bake for 6 to 10 minutes, until the edges of the crust are 
golden brown and the cheese melts.

8. Top with fresh chives (if using), and serve with ranch 
dressing on the side (if using).

“Quite honestly, I have 
received hundreds of emails 
from constituents that have 
said, ‘please do not repeal.’ 
I have received zero asking 
me to repeal, which I think 
is very telling,” said Idaho 
state Rep. Lori McCann, a 
Republican who represents 
a swing district in the north-
ern part of the state.

McCann said she’s inter-
ested in reining in Medicaid 
costs, but skeptical about a 
full expansion repeal. More 
than 89,000 Idahoans could 
lose their coverage if the 
state repeals its expansion, 
according to the latest num-
bers from the Idaho Depart-
ment of Health and Welfare. 
McCann said she learned 
this month that only a frac-
tion of those would qualify 
to buy discounted insurance 
on the state exchange.

“For the rest, what’s going 
to happen to them? They 
will utilize the emergency 
rooms again, and we’ll be 
back to the same problems 
we had prior to the Medic-
aid expansion.”

Before President Barack 
Obama signed the Afford-
able Care Act into law in 
2010, traditional Medic-
aid insurance was mainly 
available to children and 
their caregivers, people 
with disabilities and preg-
nant women. But under the 
ACA’s Medicaid expansion 
program, states can extend 
coverage to adults making 
up to 138% of the feder-
al poverty level — about 
$21,000 a year for a single 
person — and the federal 
government will cover 90% 
of the costs for those new-
ly eligible enrollees. States 
kick in the rest.

All but 10 states, most of 
them controlled by Repub-
licans, have taken the deal. 
Nationwide, more than 21 
million people with low 
incomes get their health in-
surance because of expand-
ed Medicaid eligibility.

But the Trump admin-
istration and a Republi-
can-controlled Congress 
are seriously considering 
options for shrinking Med-
icaid as they look for ways 
to pay for extending tax cuts 
enacted during Trump’s first 
term in office. Proposals in-
clude reducing the federal 
90% funding match, which 
could shift a greater chunk 
of Medicaid spending onto 
states, and greenlighting ex-
tra hurdles such as requiring 
enrollees to work in order to 
qualify for coverage.

The swirl of uncertainty 
at the federal level is super-
charging efforts by Repub-
lican state lawmakers who 
have long opposed the pro-
gram, despite its popularity.

In a public address last 
month, Arkansas Gov. Sar-
ah Huckabee Sanders, a 
Republican, announced the 
state would ask the federal 
government for permission 
to institute work require-
ments for adults to qualify 
for coverage.

“If you want to receive 
free health care — paid for 
by your fellow taxpayer — 
able-bodied, working-age 
adults have to work, go 
to school, volunteer or be 
home to take care of their 
kids” she said.

Sanders argued coverage 
without such requirements 
discourages people from 
working and being self-suf-
ficient.

But advocates and experts 

point to a wide body of re-
search that links Medicaid 
expansion to lower unin-
sured rates, better health 
care outcomes and econom-
ic benefits for states, hospi-
tals and other providers.

Without expansion, they 
say, many of the working 
poor who don’t have em-
ployer-sponsored insurance 
exist in a coverage gap: 
They don’t earn enough to 
afford private insurance, 
and yet they earn too much 
to qualify for traditional 
Medicaid. Expansion bridg-
es that gap.

And, advocates argue, 
yanking health insurance 
from tens of thousands of 
people in a state would have 
far-reaching consequences 
for families, hospitals and 
state finances.

“It would be absolutely 
disastrous for everybody 
at all levels of the state,” 
said Idaho Democratic state 
Rep. Ilana Rubel, the House 
minority leader, who is on 
the committee considering 
bills that could repeal the 
state’s Medicaid expansion.

“We would go right back 
to people being unable to 
seek preventative care until 
it’s too late, back to loss of 
life, loss of health and fi-
nancial catastrophe.”

A coordinated national 
effort

Many of the attempts to 
repeal Medicaid expansion 
in states such as Idaho and 
Montana are coordinat-
ed by national conserva-
tive-backed groups, said 
Joan Alker, executive direc-
tor of Georgetown Univer-
sity’s Center for Children 
and Families.

“It’s important to un-
derstand this is part of a 
well-orchestrated and fi-
nanced effort to undermine 
Medicaid generally, espe-
cially for adults,” said Alk-
er, who is also a research 
professor at Georgetown’s 
McCourt School of Public 
Policy, where her work fo-
cuses on Medicaid and the 
Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program.

Conservative-backed 
think tanks, including the 
Foundation for Govern-
ment Accountability and 
the Paragon Health Insti-
tute, have testified before 
several state legislatures 
against Medicaid expansion 
and have worked to thwart 
state ballot initiatives.

In Montana, where Med-
icaid expansion is set to 
expire this year unless the 
legislature and governor 
opt to renew it, representa-
tives from the foundation 
and the institute urged state 
lawmakers to scrap Med-
icaid expansion. Montana 
Republican state Rep. Jane 
Gillette, a dentist, appeared 
in a video produced by the 
foundation advocating for 
the state to allow its expan-
sion to expire.

Neither organization re-
sponded to interview re-
quests.

In Idaho last year, state 
Rep. Jordan Redman, a Re-
publican, ceded most of his 
time introducing his Medic-
aid bill to a representative 
from the Foundation for 
Government Accountabil-
ity. That bill later failed to 
advance out of committee 
after intense public push-
back.

‘Repeal in sheep’s
clothing’

This month, Redman re-

vived his Medicaid bill. 
It would repeal Medic-
aid expansion next year 
if the federal government 
does not maintain the 90% 
match and the state does 
not receive federal permis-
sion to enact work require-
ments and a host of other 
new restrictions, including 
a 50,000 cap on expansion 
enrollment — just over half 
of its current enrollment — 
and a three-year limit on re-
ceiving benefits.

“This safeguard approach 
will strengthen Idaho’s 
Medicaid program while 
maintaining flexibility,” 
Redman told the Idaho 
House Health & Welfare 
Committee earlier this 
month. “If the federal gov-
ernment or state agencies 
fail to meet the program’s 
safeguards, this legislation 
ensures those Medicaid 
dollars will be redirected 
to serve the truly needy.” 
Redman did not respond to 
an interview request from 
Stateline.

Rubel, the Democratic 
leader, described Redman’s 
bill as “Medicaid repeal in 
sheep’s clothing.”

“It’s a type of trigger law 
with incredibly unlikely-
to-be-met conditions,” she 
said. “Basically, they’re 
saying unless you can fly 
a unicorn to the moon and 
back, Medicaid expansion 
will be repealed.”

Idaho voters approved 
Medicaid expansion by bal-
lot measure in 2018, with 
nearly 61% in favor. The 
law took effect in 2020.

Conservative lawmakers 
in Idaho have tried without 
success to repeal Medicaid 
expansion ever since, in-
cluding introducing another 
repeal bill last month. But 
this could be conservatives’ 
year. Before the session, 
Idaho’s Republican House 
speaker expanded the com-
mittee from 13 seats to 15. 
It’s a move that some state 
Democrats say was an ef-
fort to ram through Med-
icaid expansion repeal. At 
least eight committee mem-
bers have pledged support 
for the Idaho Republican 
Party’s platform, which 
calls for repeal of Medicaid 
expansion.

Medicaid is popular 
nationally, in expansion 
and non-expansion states. 
Three-fourths of Americans 
have a favorable view of 
Medicaid, according to a 
January 2025 health track-
ing poll from KFF, a health 
research organization. It’s a 
preference that crosses po-
litical boundaries: 63% of 
Republicans, 81% of inde-
pendents and 87% of Dem-
ocrats view it favorably.

Polling in Idaho in 2023 
found 75% of voters — in-
cluding 69% of Republican 
voters — held a favorable 
view of Medicaid.

“Citizens should not have 
to work this hard to get 
something passed that they 
want and need so desper-
ately, and then keep implor-
ing legislators not to take it 
away again,” Rubel said.

Trigger laws
If Congress reduces the 

90% federal match rate for 
Medicaid expansion, more 
than 3 million adults could 
immediately lose their 
health coverage.

That’s because nine states 
have so-called trigger laws 
that would automatically 
end Medicaid expansion if 

federal funding is cut: Ar-
izona, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Indiana, Montana, New 
Hampshire, North Carolina, 
Utah and Virginia. Three 
additional states — Iowa, 
Idaho and New Mexico — 
would require the govern-
ment to take cost-saving 
steps to ease the financial 
impact of federal cuts.

Alker is skeptical that 
Congress would be able to 
get such legislation passed 
before most state legislative 
sessions end this spring. 
But if cuts are made, the 
impacts could start showing 
up in 2026.

Regardless of possible 
cuts at the federal level, 
states including Arkansas 
and Idaho are looking at 
ways to reduce the number 
of Medicaid-eligible people 
by instituting work require-
ments or benefit caps.

States need federal ap-
proval to impose such addi-
tional conditions on Medic-
aid eligibility.

The first Trump adminis-
tration approved work re-
quirements in 13 states, but 
the courts later struck those 
down and the Biden ad-
ministration rejected such 
requests. States, including 
Arkansas, are trying again, 
hoping they’re more likely 
to get what they want under 
the new Trump administra-
tion.

Redman told Idaho leg-
islators that he expects 
the Trump administration 
to grant the waivers that 
would be needed under his 
proposed bill.

“I actually spoke to sev-
eral folks at the new feder-
al administration, and they 
said they’re looking for 
waivers that are unique and 
creative, that they want to 
grant,” he said.

Meanwhile, Republican 
lawmakers in non-expan-
sion states have in recent 
years warmed to the idea 
of expansion. It was argu-
ably the biggest issue of last 
year’s legislative session 
in solidly red Mississippi, 
and was backed by Re-
publican Lt. Gov. Delbert 
Hosemann. Expansion is 
back on the table this year, 
though lawmakers have 
said they won’t consider a 
plan unless it includes work 
requirements.

But in Alabama last 
month, House Speaker Na-
thaniel Ledbetter, a Repub-
lican, said expansion would 
no longer be a priority this 
session because Medicaid 
was likely to see changes at 
the federal level.

“I think we are better off 
seeing what they are going 
to do,” he told reporters.

This story was original-
ly published by Stateline, 
which is part of States 
Newsroom, a nonprofit 
news network supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Stateline maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Scott S. 
Greenberger for questions: 
info@stateline.org.

Iowa Capital Dispatch is 
part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public chari-
ty. Iowa Capital Dispatch 
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Contact Editor 
Kathie Obradovich for 
questions: info@iowacapi-
taldispatch.com.
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MISC.
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-855-954-
5087 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-376-4154

MISC.

House for sale by owner 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Full basement, appliances 
included

309 School Street
Goldfield, Iowa
641-931-0912

FOR SALE

Published in the Eagle Grove Eagle on Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025

Fund Balance
July 1, 2024

Revenues Total to be
Accounted for

Disbursements Fund Balance 
December 31, 2024

Auditor’s Warrants
Outstanding

01 General Basic 3,878,870.01 3,475,389.68 7,354,259.69 2,981,163.77 4,373,095.92 30,642.95
02 General Supplemental 808,178.27 1,819,601.30 2,627,779.57 1,599,190.03 1,028,589.54 7,391.17 
03 Rural Services Basic 833,932.76 1,911,684.75 2,745,617.51 1,800,307.66 945,309.85 12,241.25
04 Rural Serv. Supplemental .00 50,224.16 50,224.16 34,154.91 16,069.25 .00 
05 Secondary Road 2,072,994.23 3,694,903.15 5,767,897.38 4,266,113.31 1,501,784.07 19,308.29 
12 Capital Projects 264,496.20 4,731.45  269,227.65 51,973.95 217,253.70 3,826.27 
13 Debt Service 2,122,942.97 913,203.03 3,036,146.00 369,394.56 2,666,751.44 .00
14 Drainage Funds 518,557.52 379,452.19 898,009.71 340,001.36 558,008.35 336,168.85 
15 Drainage Administration 120,294.24 57,512.62 177,806.86 34,571.90 143,234.96 41.94
16 Local Emergency Management 198,929.71 103,418.01 302,347.72 76,299.95 226,047.77 .00
18 Property Tax Agency 39,984.82 11,855.21 51,840.03 51,319.99 520.04 .00 
20 Township Control 20,751.39- 179,443.12 158,691.73 165,290.24 6,598.51- .00
21 Corporation Control 74,043.44 4,182,369.71 4,256,413.15 4,204,919.69 51,493.46 .00
22 School Control 398,035.77- 8,083,821.37 7,685,785.60 7,567,726.12 118,059.48 .00
23 Area School Control 30,166.57- 867,910.11 837,743.54 825,242.15 12,501.39 .00
24 Sanitary District .05 .00 .05 .05 .00 .00
29 Co. Ag. Extension 8,249.81- 164,521.36 156,271.55 153,862.00 2,409.55 .00 
30 Co Cons Land Acquisition Trust 545,436.98 336,857.07 882,294.05 119,816.03 762,478.02 204.00 
31 Co. Assessor 484,594.43 348,105.96 832,700.39 318,348.82 514,351.57 492.36
32 Motor Vehicle Trust 232,471.10 1,870,344.55 2,102,815.65 1,799,693.65 303,122.00 .00 
33 Use Tax Trust 215,021.22 1,169,798.32 1,384,819.54 1,219,524.65 165,294.89 .00
34 City Special Assess. Project C 10,356.30 4,901.74 15,258.04 13,944.46  1,313.58 .00
35 Tax Redemption Trust .00 164,611.60 164,611.60 164,611.60 .00 .00
54 Emergency Medical Services 629,734.47 342,996.06 972,730.53 170,630.73 802,099.80 .00
55 Resource Enhancement 37,756.23 11,279.73 49,035.96 .00 49,035.96 .00 
56 E911 348,870.46 105,296.86 454,167.32 190,055.90 264,111.42 6,266.23
57 Wright County Revolving Housing 220,490.77 5,077.76 225,568.53 .00 225,568.53 .00
59 Public Health Resource 111,391.13 2,367.99 113,759.12 1,310.57 112,448.55 .00
60 Recorder’s Records Management 25,824.31 1,724.91 27,549.22 .00 27,549.22 .00
62 Wr Co Employees Side Fund 532,096.20 1,296,042.37 1,828,138.57 1,248,448.22 579,690.35 169,361.36 
64 FmHA Int. Relending Loan 146,305.47 22,969.35 169,274.82 17,043.50 152,231.32 15.68
66 Wr Co Communications Commission 136,493.38 222,524.56 359,017.94 273,616.41 85,401.53 630.50 
68 Econ Dev Marketing 67,891.06 2,492.09 70,383.15  750.00 69,633.15 .00
69 Bangs & TB 20.13 1,154.01 1,174.14 1,157.37 16.77 .00
70 Sheriff’s Donation Fund 2,411.09 .00 2,411.09 .00 2,411.09  .00
71 K-9 Fund 4,843.52 100.00 4,943.52 420.50 4,523.02 .00 
72 State Equitable Sharing Fund 19,685.80 332.99 20,018.79 .00 20,018.79 .00
74 Drivers License Trust .00 25,441.50 25,441.50 25,441.50 .00 .00
75 Recorder’s Electronic Fee Fund .00 1,225.00 1,225.00 1,225.00 .00 .00
76 Empowerment YDC 13,846.15 86,321.75 100,167.90 79,936.27 20,231.63 243.23
78 Jail Commissary  103,986.87 3,725.77 107,712.64 1,650.25 106,062.39 500.00
79 Jail Room & Board 125,799.07 2,422.66 128,221.73 7,335.00 120,886.73 .00
90 Wright Co Search and Rescue  3,114.03 .00 3,114.03 .00 3,114.03 .00
91 American Rescue Plan of 2021 601,691.86 .00 601,691.86 275,626.01 326,065.85 5,894.47
92 LG Opioid Abatement Fund 97,488.27 27,497.03 124,985.30  348.81 124,636.49 .00
93 Boone River WMA Fiscal Agent 304.31 .00 304.31 .00 304.31 .00
94 Agribusiness Park Water Supply 33,814.01 7,772.97 41,586.98 11,602.65 29,984.33 1,200.00

15,227,759.30 31,963,425.82 47,191,185.12 30,464,069.54 16,727,115.58 594,428.55

Wright County Treasurer - Accounting 
Semi-Annual Report 

Peggy Schluttenhofer, Wright County Treasurer, Clarion, IA 
Certification Date January 27, 2025               For the period from July 1, 2024 - December 31, 2024, Inclusive 

Statement of Account By Fund 

 Clarion, IA 50525 
 January 27, 2025 .                                                                                                                                                              Balance on Hand    $16,727,115.58 

 
	 I, Peggy Schluttenhofer, Treasurer of Wright County Treasurer, do hereby certify that the report given is a correct summary of the business transacted 
by me as said during the period therein specified.

WRIGHT COUNTY TREASURER • SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR WRIGHT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
ROBERT LYLE WEPEL, Deceased
CASE NO. ESPR017676
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATOR AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the 
Estate of ROBERT LYLE WEPEL, 
Deceased, who died on or about 
September 11, 2024:
You are hereby notified that on 
February 4, 2025, the undersigned 
was appointed administrator of the 
estate.
Notice is hereby given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and cred-
itors having claims against the es-
tate shall file them with the clerk of 

the above named district court, as 
provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed 
by the later to occur four months 
from the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month from 
the date of the mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or paid) 
a claim is thereafter forever barred.
Dated on February 4, 2025.
	            Lisa Foust
	            Administrator of the Estate
	            1115 SW 2 nd Street
	            Eagle Grove, IA 50533
Dani L. Eisentrager
Attorney for the Administrator
Eisentrager Law
109 South Commercial Avenue
P.O. Box 346
Eagle Grove, IA 50533
Date of second publication:
February 20, 2025

Published in the Eagle Grove Eagle on Thursday, Feb. 13 and 20, 2025

PROBATE • Robert Lyle Wepel

January 27, 2025
The Board of Supervisors met as 
Drainage District Trustees.  To 
view the minutes from the drainage 
meeting, see the Drainage District 
minutes on the County website.  
Chairman Rasmussen called the 
regular meeting of the Wright Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors to order at 
9:03 a.m.  Members present were 
Rasmussen, Kluss, Bosch, Loux 
and Ellis.  
Motion by Kluss and seconded 
by Bosch to approve the tentative 
agenda with item 9, receive Trea-
surer semiannual report, tabled un-
til next week.  Motion carries.  
Minutes of the previous regular 
meeting of January 20, 2025 were 
read and approved with taking out 
the detailed drainage minutes. 
Approved claims for payment.  
In open forum for public input, Julie 
Glade addressed the board about 
citizens being concerned about the 
Summit Carbon Pipelines going 
through Wright County. She would 
like the board to approve protec-
tion ordinances with setbacks. She 
would also like the board to go on 
record with their position on approv-
ing protection ordinances. Supervi-
sor Kluss stated that the board had 
previously made their position clear. 
He then went on to explain that the 
Wright County Planning and Zon-
ing Commission Board is working 
on an ordinance, but it has been 
put on hold while other counties go 
through litigation due to their ordi-
nances. The Board of Supervisors 
said they will reach out to our Plan-
ning and Zoning Director. 
Also, in open forum for public in-

put, LeRoy Jensen asked for more 
details on some claims paid by the 
County that were published in the 
newspaper. After receiving the in-
formation, he was informed that we 
only have a small space to enter 
details, but anyone can go to the 
Auditor’s office and request more 
information.
Adam Clemons, Wright County En-
gineer, gave an update on the cur-
rent bridge construction and Sec-
ondary Roads department.  
Discussion was had regarding the 
County paying the annual mem-
bership fees to the IACME (Iowa 
Association of County Medical Ex-
aminers) for Wright County Medical 
Examiners. Motion by Kluss and 
seconded by Ellis to approve pay-
ing for the annual membership fees. 
Motion carries. 
The Board gave updates about 
meetings they had attended. Dean 
Kluss attended a MIDAS meet-
ing and also attended the Wright 
County Landfill meeting. Rick 
Rasmussen attended the Central 
Iowa Juvenile Detention Center 
meeting. Lynn Loux attended the 
Wright County Landfill meeting. 
Ashley Bosch attended the CICS, 
and DCAT meetings. The Super-
visors will all attend the Statewide 
Supervisor meeting in Des Moines 
on Thursday.
Motion by Kluss and seconded by 
Bosch to adjourn the meeting.  Mo-
tion carries.  
Rick Rasmussen, Chairman
Wright County Board of Supervisors
Deb Lukes, Wright County Deputy 
Auditor

Published in the Eagle Grove Eagle on Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025

WRIGHT COUNTY BOS • JAN. 27, 2025

More than 50% of adults have a positive 
perception of ads in print newspapers.*

Want to be next to trusted 
content? Place your ad in this 
newspaper and a network of 
newspapers in the state!

Call this paper  
or 800-227-7636

*Kantar Millward Brown, Feb. 2018

THIS AD FOR SALE!

www.cnaads.com

Ask your child’s 
healthcare provider  

about the HPV vaccine.
Source: cdc.gov

Talk to Your Child’s Healthcare Provider about 
the HPV Vaccine now so you can protect your 
child from cancer later.
The HPV vaccine can prevent more than 90% of cancers 
caused by HPV. The HPV vaccine is recommended for 
chidden ages 9 through 12 to protect against  
HPV-related cancers through adulthood.

Does your basement or crawl 
space need some attention? 
Call Thrasher Foundation 
Repair! A permanent solu-
tion for waterproofing, failing 
foundations, sinking con-
crete and nasty crawl spaces. 
FREE Inspection & Same 
Day Estimate. $250 off ANY 
project with code GET250. 
Call 1-866-554-1730

MISC.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING -- PROPOSED BUDGET
Fiscal Year July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

Assessing Jurisdiction: WRIGHT COUNTY ASSESSOR

The Conference Board of the above-named Assessing Jurisdiction will conduct a public hearing on the proposed fiscal year budget as follows:
Meeting Date: 2/24/2025     Meeting Time: 04:30 PM     Meeting Location: Supervisor's Board Room, Wright County Courthouse, 115 N Main St, Clarion, IA 50525
At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present their objections to, or arguments in favor of, any part of the proposed budget. This notice represents a

summary of the supporting detail of receipts and expenditures on file with the Conference Board Clerk. Copies of the Supplemental Budget Detail will be furnished to
any taxpayer upon their request.

Contact Name: Tonee Nicholas, Wright County Assessor      Contact Telephone Number: (515) 532-3737

FYE
June

30, 2024
Actual

FYE June
30, 2025

Re-
estimated

FYE June
30, 2026
Proposed

Transfers
Out

Estimated
Ending
Fund

Balance FY
2026

Estimated
Beginning

Fund
Balance FY

2026

Estimated
Other

Receipts
Transfers

In

Estimated
Amount To
be RaisedBy

Taxation

1. Assessment Expense 615,556 688,668 724,829 262,992 387,821 11,976 0 588,024
2. FICA 0 0 0 0 0
3. IPERS 0 0 0 0 0
4. Emergency 0 0 0 0 0
5. Unemployment Comp. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
6. Tort Liability 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
7. TOTAL 615,556 688,668 724,829 0 262,992 387,821 11,976 0 588,024
Proposed taxation rate per $1,000 valuation: $ 0.53181
Virtual Meeting Information:
-

2/5/25, 1:09 PM Local Government Property Valuation System

https://dom-localgov.iowa.gov/budget-renderer?id=22086 1/1
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DON’T BE
LATE!
Deadline
for next
week’s paper
is Friday.



www.theeaglegroveeagle.com  Eagle Grove Eagle  Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025  9ANews / Public Notices

SUMMARY OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-01

An Ordinance Providing for the Division of Taxes Levied on Taxable Proper-
ty Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa. On February 20, 2024, 
the City Council of Eagle Grove, Iowa passed an ordinance, and a summary 
is as follows: Section 1. Purpose . The purpose of this ordinance is to  pro-
vide for the division of taxes levied on certain taxable property in the Eagle 
Grove Urban Renewal Area of the City of Eagle Grove, Iowa, each year by 
and for the benefit of the state, city, county, school districts or other taxing 
districts after the effective date of this ordinance in order to create a special 
fund to pay the principal of and interest on loans, moneys advanced to or 
indebtedness, including bonds proposed to be issued by the City of Eagle 
Grove to finance projects in such area. Section 2. Definitions. For use within 
the remainder of this ordinance the following terms shall have the following 
meanings: “City” shall mean the City of Eagle Grove, Iowa. “County” shall 
mean Wright County, Iowa. “Tax Increment Financing District Addition” shall 
mean certain real property situated in the Eagle Grove Urban Renewal Area, 
legally described as follows: Parcel ID: 0927301007 - 710 NW 2nd Street, 
Eagle Grove, Iowa with a legal description as follows: Lot 1 and North ½ of 
Lot 2, Block 5, Hewett’s 2nd Addition, Wright County, Iowa. “Urban Renew-
al Area” shall mean the entirety of the Eagle Grove Urban Renewal Area 
as amended from time to time. Section 3. Provisions for Division of Taxes 
Levied on Taxable Property in the Tax Increment Financing District Addition. 
After the effective date of this ordinance, the taxes levied on the taxable 
property in the Tax Increment Financing District Addition each year by and 
for the benefit of the State of Iowa, the City, the County and any school 
district or other taxing district in which the Tax Increment Financing District 
Addition is located, shall be divided as follows: (a) that portion of the taxes 
which would be produced by the rate at which the tax is levied each year by 
or for each of the taxing districts upon the total sum of the assessed value 
of the taxable property in the Tax Increment Financing District Addition, as 
shown on the assessment roll as of January 1 of the calendar year preced-
ing the first calendar year in which the City certifies to the County Auditor the 
amount of loans, advances, indebtedness, or bonds payable from the spe-
cial fund referred to in paragraph (b) below, shall be allocated to and when 
collected be paid into the fund for the respective taxing district as taxes by 
or for said taxing district into which all other property taxes are paid. For the 
purpose of allocating taxes levied by or for any taxing district which did not 
include the territory in the Tax Increment Financing District Addition on the 
effective date of this ordinance, but to which the territory has been annexed 
or otherwise included after the effective date, the assessment roll applicable 
to property in the annexed territory as of January 1 of the calendar year 
preceding the effective date of the ordinance which amends the plan for the 
Tax Increment Financing District Addition to include the annexed area, shall 
be used in determining the assessed valuation of the taxable property in the 
annexed a    rea. (b) that portion of the taxes each year in excess of such 
amounts shall be allocated to and when collected be paid into a special fund 
of the City to pay the principal of and interest on loans, money   s  advanced 
to or indebtedness, whether funded, refunded, assumed or otherwise, in-
cluding bonds issued under the authority of Section 403.9(1), of the Code 
of Iowa, incurred by the City to finance or refinance, in whole or in part, 
projects in the Urban Renewal Area, and to provide assistance for low and 
moderate-income family housing as provided in Section 403.22, except that 
taxes for the regular and voter-approved physical plant and equipment levy 
of a school district imposed pursuant to Section 298.2 of the Code of Iowa, 
taxes for the instructional support program levy of a school district imposed 
pursuant  to Section 257.I 9  of  the  Code  of Iowa and taxes for the payment 
of bonds and interest of each taxing district shall be collected against all 
taxable property within the taxing district without limitation by the provisions 
of this ordinance. Unless and until the total assessed valuation of the tax-
able property  in  the  Tax Increment Financing District Addition exceeds the 
total assessed value of the taxable property in such area as shown by the 
assessment roll referred to in subsection (a) of this section, all  of  the taxes 
levied and collected upon the taxable property in the Tax Increment Financ-
ing District Addition shall be paid into the funds for the respective taxing dis-
tricts as taxes by or for said taxing districts in the same manner as all other 
property taxes. When such loans, advances, indebtedness, and bonds, if 
any, and interest thereon, have been paid, all money thereafter received 
from taxes upon the taxable property in the Tax Increment Financing District 
Addition shall be paid into the funds for the respective taxing districts in the 
same manner as taxes on all other property. (c) the portion of taxes men-
tioned in subsection (b) of this section and the special fund into which that 
portion shall be paid may be irrevocably pledged by the City for the payment 
of the principal and interest on loans, advances, bonds issued under the 
authority of Section 403.9(1) of the Code of Iowa, or indebtedness incurred 
by the City to finance or refinance in whole or in part projects in the Urban 
Renewal Area. (d) as used in this section, the word “ taxes” includes, but is 
not limited to, all levies on an ad valorem basis upon land or real property. 
Section 4. Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. Section 5. Saving Clause. 
If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid 
or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the or-
dinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional. Section 6. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be 
effective after its final passage, approval and publication as provided by law. 
By Order of the City Council, Bryce Davis, City Clerk
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Regular Council Meeting
Monday February 3rd, 2025
Public Safety Building 210 E. 
Broadway, Eagle Grove, Iowa 

50533
Mayor Boyd called the meeting 
to order at 6:30p.m. With Council 
Members Lorenzen, Axtell, Weland, 
Vandewater, Limerick and Pamper-
in. Also present: City Administrator 
Davis and City Attorney Seaba.
Public Forum: Eric Thede, who lives 
on Parkview Drive, would appreci-
ate the Council reviewing Quiet 
Zones regarding trains throughout 
the City.
A motion was made by Lorenzen 
and seconded by Axtell to approve 
the Consent Agenda which includes 
January 20th, 2025 minutes and 
claims with the exclusion of Hen-
nigar Wreckers . Roll Call: All Ayes 
AIRGAS USA LLC, OXYGEN..........
	 .......................................... 261.05
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY, VEHI-
CLE MAINT....................... 2,298.08
BOUND TREE MEDICAL LLC, 
EMS SUPPLIES................... 332.12
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES, 
CONFERENCE-N BROCKMAN......
	 ....................................... 1,730.31
CITY CLERK, GARBAGE BILLING 
FEES................................. 2,594.00
COMM 1 THE LOCAL 1, TELE-
PHONE,INTERNET.............. 166.65
EAGLE BUILDING SUPPLY, 
SHELVING,REMODEL......... 503.71
EMERSON VETERINARY CLINIC, 
DOG NUISANCE.................. 182.80
FAREWAY STORE, SUPPLIES......
	 ............................................ 39.90
FRANCISCO ALEJO, MEALS RE-
IMB-CLASS............................ 52.00
GOLDFIELD ACCESS NETWORK, 
TELEPHONE,INTERNET..... 310.22
VISUAL EDGE IT, 78323 COPIER 
LEASE.................................... 85.49
GRP & ASSOCIATES, MEDICAL 
WASTE DISPOSAL................ 50.00
HIWAY TRUCK EQUIPMENT, 
LIGHT BARS........................ 483.98
HSA - SSB ACH, HSA TRANSFER 
FEB 2025.......................... 8,795.73
IEMSA, CONF REGISTRATION.....
	 ............................................ 35.00
IOWA CENTRAL COMM COLLEGE, 
BLS MED TRAINING................30.00
IOWA ONE CALL, NOTIFICA-
TIONS..................................... 23.50
JESUS DEL VALLE, MEALS RE-
IMB-CLASS............................ 62.00

MICHAEL TODD & CO. INC., 
STREET SIGNS................ 2,464.37
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY, ELEC-
TRICITY........................... 27,129.17
ON TRACK SIGNS, DECALS FOR 
PD TAHOE........................... 255.00
PAYROLL FUND, PAYROLL FUND 
TSF.................................. 79,116.83
PURCHASE POWER, POSTAGE 
METER REFILL.................... 340.42
R&J MATERIAL HANDLING, 
EQUIP MAINT...................... 272.82
SPENCER STEEL L.L.C., CHAN-
NEL CUTTING...................... 559.92
STOREY KENWORTHY, PAYROLL 
CHECKS.............................. 315.00
T & D SERVICE, 95 KODIAK-RU-
RAL....................................... 898.46
THE TRASH MAN, REVENUES 
LESS FEES.......................... 424.47
TJADEN ELECTRIC, STREET 
POLE REPLACEMENT..... 3,500.00
TORKELSON CONSTRUCTION, 
PAY APP #1-217 W BROADWAY....
	 ..................................... 57,529.00
VERIZON, CELLPHONES,LAND-
LINES................................... 774.57
WEISBERG IMPLEMENT, MOW-
ER MAINT............................ 114.64
WOOLSTOCK MUTUAL TELE-
PHONE, INTERNET,PHONE..........
	 .......................................... 279.22
WRIGHT CO. EXTENSION, COMM 
INSECT-CHRISTENSEN...... 100.00
Wellmark BCBS, Health Ins.............
	 ...................................... 37977.69

Fund Totals
GENERAL....................... 46,500.01
ROAD USE TAX.............. 25,282.18
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS....39,244.07
CDBG UPPER STORY HOUSING..
	 ..................................... 57,529.00
GARBAGE......................... 3,018.47
MUSEUM RENOVATION..... 473.71
WATER............................ 26,081.60
SEWER........................... 31,959.08
Beer/Liquor Licenses: Smoke Shop 
and Bubble Cow
Mayor Boyd opened the Hearing at 
6:36 p.m. Richard Cahalan request-
ed the decision on the $350,000 
loan to be tabled for a variety of 
different reasons. The notice in 
the Eagle Grove Eagle was only 
4 days, the City could look at this 
during next year’s budget, the City 
had cash available to pay for this 
item, residents need to know how 
much long-term vs short-term debt 
the City had, the interest rate and 
the term have not been identified, 

and are these items really needed? 
With no further discussion, Mayor 
Boyd closed the hearing at 6:40 
p.m.
A motion was made by Vandewa-
ter and seconded by Weland to 
approve Resolution 2025-13: A 
Resolution taking additional action 
on proposal to enter into a General 
Obligation Corporate Purpose Loan 
Agreement. Roll Call Vote: all ayes
A motion was made by Weland 
and seconded by Axtell to approve 
Resolution 2025-14: A Resolution 
Authorizing a Development Agree-
ment with First Bank with clarifi-
cation to section 5 and fair market 
value of the drive-up building. Roll 
Call Vote: all ayes
Hearing opened at 6:59pm on Sta-
tus of Funded Activities for 217 W. 
Broadway
CITY OF EAGLE GROVE
 2024 Upper Story Housing Project 
– 217 W. Broadway
STATUS OF FUNDED ACTIVITIES 
(SOFA) PUBLIC HEARING AN-
NOUNCEMENTS
A. Funding of Activities and Sourc-
es of Funds.
This project is funded in part by 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG). The City was 
awarded 2024 CDBG Funding for 
$550,000. To date, $59,529 of the 
CDBG allocation has been ex-
pended. There is a local obligation 
of $280,800 committed towards 
project costs. To date, $30,476 has 
been expended.
B. Explain how the need for the ac-
tivities was identified.
The need for the project is to help 
provide affordable, safe, and ad-
equate housing for residents of 
the City of Eagle Grove, especial-
ly families who are considered 
low-to-moderate income (LMI). The 
project will help establish six new 
residential units at this property of 
which five of the units will be made 
available to LMI families and indi-
viduals for a period of at least five 
years.
C. Nature of and Status of the Ac-
tivities.
The nature of the project involves 
the construction of six new residen-
tial units on the second floor of an 
existing commercial building in the 
City’s historic downtown. The proj-

ect includes construction of walls, 
kitchen and bathroom facilities, 
new windows, a secondary exit at 
the back of the building, and other 
utility, electrical, plumbing, and life 
safety improvements.
Torkelson Construction is the prime 
contractor for the work on the proj-
ect. Work on the project is approxi-
mately 11% complete. 
There has been no change to the 
project beneficiaries as proposed in 
the application submitted to State 
for funding.
D. Announce the estimated por-
tion of funds that will benefit 
low-and-moderate income persons.
The project will result in the con-
struction of six new rental units in-
cluding two one-bedroom units and 
four two-bedroom units. Of the six 
units created by this project, at least 
five of the units will be rented to 
families or individuals who meet the 
LMI requirements for the County for 
a period of at least five years. 
E. Announce where the activities 
are being conducted.
The project activities are taking 
place at 217 W. Broadway, Eagle 
Grove, Iowa.
F. Announce plans to minimize 
displacement of persons and busi-
nesses resulting of funded activi-
ties. The project will not result in the 
displacement or relocation of any 
persons or businesses.
G. Announce plans to assist per-
sons actually displaced.
Since this project will not result in 
the displacement or relocation of 
any persons or businesses, there 
are no plans being made to assist 
displaced persons.
Hearing closed at 7:04pm
A motion was made by Weland and 
seconded by Pamperin to approve 
Pay Application No. 1 in the amount 
of $57,529.00 to Torkelson Con-
struction, LLC regarding the 217 W. 
Broadway Upper-Story Conversion 
Project. Roll Call: all ayes
Reviewed 2025 Street Improve-
ment Project Plans, Final Cost 
Opinion and Specs.
Department reports were given.
A motion was made by Weland and 
seconded by Pamperin to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:24pm.
Mayor
City Administrator
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Eagle Grove Police Report
Jan. 31

8:39 AM: Return call re-
quested regarding missing 
belongings in the 100 block 
of Western Ave.

9:17 AM: Traffic stop on 
Hwy 17.

10:31 AM: Met com-
plainant at EGPD.

10:43 AM: Assistance re-
quested in the 400 block of 
Garfield.

11:04 AM: Walk-in report 
of harassment at EGPD.

11:07 AM: Return call re-
quested regarding break-ins 
suspect, in the 300 block of 
NE 3rd St.

11:25 AM: Return call 
requested regarding an un-
welcome tenant in the 200 
block of S Garfield.

12:47 PM: Met com-
plainant in the back lot of 
Rotary North regarding a 
note found on a vehicle.

4:32 PM: Complaint of 
vehicle blocking garage in 
the 500 block of NE 2nd 
Ave.

5:33 PM: Officer-initiated 
case in the 300 block of NE 
3rd St.

10:16 PM: Officer-initiat-
ed case in the 200 block of 
Railroad Ave.

10:43 PM: Information 
report in the 100 block of N 
Lucas.

Feb. 1
2:35 AM: Lift assistance 

requested in the 100 block 
of S Garfield. No injuries.

1:04 PM: Return call re-
quested in Eagle Grove.

10:30 PM: Return call re-
quested by caller claiming 
someone is "using power-
ful computer equipment to 
block his TV signal" in the 
300 block of S Kirkwood 
Ave.

Feb. 2
12:03 AM: Attempted 

burglary reported in the 400 
block of East Boone St., 
Goldfield.

7:18 PM: Return call re-
quested from Humboldt.

8:25 PM: Complaint in 
the 100 block of S Park.

Feb. 3
9:27 AM: Met com-

plainant at EGPD.
1:10 PM: Return call re-

quested, officer needed for 
civil standby in the 800 
block of NE 4th St.

1:24 PM: Traffic stop at 
the airport.

2:45 PM: Driving com-
plaint at the high school, of-
ficer to pick something up at 
the office.

3:20 PM: Dog complaint 
at NE Washington and NE 
2nd St.

4:55 PM: Traffic stop at 
NE 15th St. and Washing-
ton, no plate.

5:33 PM: Complaint in 
the 400 block of N Garfield.

6:50 PM: Concerned cit-
izen report at Emerson Vet 
Clinic.

7:14 PM: Return call re-
quested in the 400 block of 
N Wright.

7:41 PM: Animal com-
plaint in the 400 block of S 
Iowa Ave.

9:23 PM: Extra patrol re-
quested in the 500 block of 
E Broadway.

10:38 PM: Traffic stop in 
the 200 block of S Western 
Ave.

11:56 PM: Traffic stop at 
NE 8th St. and Iowa Ave.

Feb. 4
10:19 AM: Return call re-

quested in Eagle Grove.
8:12 PM: Accident report-

ed at Subway on Hwy 17.
9:35 PM: Return call re-

quested in the 300 block 
of W Cedar St., Goldfield. 
Caller sought to retrieve 
items from a vehicle.

Feb. 5
12:22 AM: Traffic stop at 

Hwy 3 and Main St., Gold-
field.

3:53 AM: Traffic stop at 
Hwy 3 and Main St., Gold-
field.

1:40 PM: Assault com-
plaint at the middle school.

7:10 PM: Assistance 
requested with an upset 
spouse in the 400 block of 
N Garfield.

Iowa Lawmakers Try Again To Shield 
Pesticide Companies From Lawsuits

By Cami Koons
In a cramped Senate 

meeting room, Iowa sena-
tors voted 2-1 Wednesday 
to advance a bill that would 
defend pesticide companies 
from lawsuits based on fail-
ure to warn claims. 

The same bill was put for-
ward last year and is again 
supported by Bayer, which 
manufactures the pesticide 
RoundUp, and is opposed 
by environmental groups 
and the Iowa Farmers 
Union.

Bayer has faced a series of 
lawsuits where plaintiffs al-
lege the product caused their 
cancer, though the company 
maintains its product and 
the chemical glyphosate is 
not carcinogenic. 

Sen. Mike Bousselot, 
chair of the Senate Judicia-
ry subcommittee, said Sen-
ate Study Bill 1051 means 
“you shouldn’t be able to 
sue a company for having 
a label that is appropriately 
following all the rules for 
labeling.” 

The legal protection from 
the bill would only apply to 
pesticides that are registered 
with the Environmental 
Protection Agency, which 
RoundUp is.

Sen. Tony Bisignano, 
D-Des Moines, who vot-
ed against the bill, said 
the Legislature should not 
stand up for a company, but 
should stand up for Iowans.

“ I just want to leave the 
door open to all the farm-
ers in this state,” Bisignano 
said. “Anybody who cross-
es these chemicals, those of 

us who live in an urban area 
and drink it … Just leave the 
door open so we can have 
justice if it’s necessary.” 

Bisignano referenced a 
series of U.S. maps distrib-
uted to the subcommittee 
showing the rates of expo-
sure to glyphosate by state 
and the rates of non-Hod-
gkin lymphoma, a cancer 
which some studies have 
linked to exposure to the 
chemical. 

“ There is something there 
with this, and all I think that 
Iowans want is their op-
portunity,” Bisignano said. 
“They want their opportu-
nity to seek redress when 
they’ve been harmed.” 

Andrew Mertens, exec-
utive director for the Iowa 
Association for Justice, 
which registered against the 
bill, said the manufacturers 
have a “responsibility” for 
product safety. 

“ What this bill does is it 
flips that responsibility on 
its head and it says that the 
minimum standard of safe-
ty, which is federal regula-
tion, now becomes the ceil-
ing,” Mertens said. 

A lobbyist for Bayer, Brad 
Epperly, said the bill would 
not give the company “im-
munity” from lawsuits and 
that Iowans would still be 
able to sue on other grounds, 
such as negligence, warran-
ties, or malfunctions. The 
bill, he said, would make it 
so “the label is the law.” 

“We ask, simply support 
a very simple bill, which is 
merely addressing the label-
ing requirements,” Epperly 

said. 
Proponents of the bill say 

it supports farmers by en-
suring they have access to 
the chemicals and tools they 
need. This is the basis of a 
Bayer-sponsored campaign, 
under the Modern Ag Al-
liance coalition, which has 
billboards and ads urging 
Iowans to “control weeds, 
not farmers” by supporting 
the bill. 

Lobbyists from agricul-
tural groups, including Iowa 
Corn Growers Association, 
Iowa Soybean Association, 
Iowa Farm Bureau Feder-
ation and the Iowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship, declared 
and spoke in favor of the 
bill. 

Dave Tierney spoke on 
behalf of the Iowa Soybean 
Association and said gly-
phosate is one of the “criti-
cal” tools farmers use, and it 
should be protected. 

“Our state is a leading pro-
ducer of many agricultural 
products here in the United 
States, with approximate-
ly 30 million acres of farm 
ground,” Tierney said. “To 
raise crops on our ground, 
farmers need tools.” 

Tommy Hexter with Iowa 
Farmers Union read a state-
ment from union member 
Seth Watkins, a farmer who 
described the experiences 
he has had and seen with 
farming families who have 
developed cancers and been 
burdened by its financial 
implications. 

“This is the real impact 
of farm chemicals on farm 

income,” Hexter read from 
the letter. “So when I see 
this bill, I want to remind 
all of you that you can’t be 
both pro life and pro Senate 
Study Bill 1051.” 

Richard Deming, the 
medical director at Mercy 
One Cancer Center in Des 
Moines, spoke on the rela-
tionship between pesticides 
and cancer rates. He said 
it took decades to gather 
conclusive evidence that 
cigarettes, which are known 
carcinogens today, were 
causing cancer. 

“ What we’re dealing with 
in ag chemicals are hun-
dreds of different chemicals 
causing dozens of different 
cancers, so it’s not unusu-
al that we haven’t got this 
specific cause and effect,” 
Deming said. “But we do 
have considerable associa-
tion.” 

Sen. Tom Shipley and 
Bousselot signed off on the 
bill, with the latter offering 
a closing statement that the 
bill has some misunder-
standings. 

“ What it does say is it 
says, if you follow feder-
al law, and you label it the 
right way, then you can’t 
sue for using the wrong la-
bel,” Bousselot said.

The bill introduced in 
2024 passed the Senate in 
Iowa but did not become 
law. Similar bills were in-
troduced last year in other 
states where Bayer has ties, 
Idaho and Missouri, but did 
not pass. A similar bill has 
been introduced this session 
in Missouri.

Bill To Kill Carbon Pipeline Property 
Tax Exemption in North Dakota Fails

by Jeff Beach
A bill that would have 

required carbon dioxide 
pipeline developer Sum-
mit Carbon Solutions to 
pay property taxes in the 
first 10 years of operation 
in North Dakota failed 
Thursday in the state Sen-
ate.

Sen. Jeff Magrum, R-Ha-
zelton, sponsored Senate 
Bill 2320 that would have 
removed a tax exemption 
for interstate carbon diox-
ide pipelines such as the 
Summit project. North 

Dakota law requires the 
state to reimburse counties 
for the property tax they 
would have collected for 
the first 10 years the pipe-
line is operating.

Summit Carbon Solu-
tions is attempting to build 
a 2,500-mile pipeline net-
work across five states, 
including Iowa, ending 
in western North Dakota. 
About 333 miles would be 
in North Dakota.

Summit officials testified 
last week that about $800 
million of the $9 billion 

project would be spent on 
the North Dakota portion 
of the pipeline that would 
gather carbon emissions 
from ethanol plants for 
permanent underground 
storage.

Sen. Dale Patten, R-Wat-
ford City, contended that 
eliminating the exemp-
tion would be a “bait and 
switch tactic” at this stage.

Magrum argued that the 
Iowa-based company has 
already benefited from re-
search by the Energy and 
Environmental Research 

Center in Grand Forks and 
will benefit from other tax 
breaks.

“We’re trying to reduce 
property tax for our res-
idents,” Magrum said. 
“Why wouldn’t we charge 
these out-of-staters?”

The bill is one of several 
related to carbon dioxide 
bills in the 2025 session.

©Copyright 2025, North 
Dakota Monitor. Pub-
lished under Creative 
Commons license CC BY-
NC-ND 4.0. Read more at 
northdakotamonitor.com.



www.theeaglegroveeagle.com10A Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025  Eagle Grove Eagle

Bill Would Require Parental Consent 
for Children’s HPV Vaccine

by Robin Opsahl
Iowa parents told state 

lawmakers Thursday that a 
bill requiring parental con-
sent for children’s vaccina-
tions against sexually trans-
mitted diseases or infections 
would bolster parental 
rights, while medical ex-
perts argued the measure is 
at odds with efforts to lower 
Iowa’s high cancer rates.

Currently, Iowa law gives 
minors the ability to consent 
to medical care — without 
consent from their parents 
or guardians — in cases 
where the care is related to 
the prevention, diagnosis or 
treatment of sexually trans-
mitted diseases or infec-
tions. The Iowa Legislature 
is considering Senate File 
120, which would remove 
the ability for minors to con-
sent to vaccines — such as 
the Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) vaccine — without a 
parent’s input.

At Thursday’s meeting 
of the Senate Health and 
Human Services Subcom-
mittee, several parents and 
speakers with groups such 
as Informed Choice Iowa 

expressed their concerns 
about the potential side ef-
fects associated with vac-
cines. Tracy Kennedy, a 
mother of five, said the bill 
was “common sense” in 
giving parents the ability to 
direct their child’s medical 
care.

“We all may have big feel-
ings about vaccines, wheth-
er they’re efficient, whether 
they’re not,” Kennedy said. 
“But this is a bill about 
giving parents some power 
over their children’s deci-
sions.”

But health care advocates 
said the HPV vaccine is 
highly effective, and argued 
the provision allowing mi-
nors to consent to vaccina-
tion was put in place specif-
ically for vaccines related 
to STIs and STDs because 
some families may not have 
open conversations about 
such issues.

HPV can cause several 
types of genital cancer, in-
cluding cervical cancer, pe-
nile cancer, anal cancer and 
vaginal cancer.

“I think there’s some 
well-intentioned parents 

who maybe are worried 
that allowing that child to 
have an HPV vaccine is 
giving their consent for 
their child being sexual-
ly active – we know that’s 
not true,” Chaney Yeast of 
Blank Children’s Hospital 
said. “We know health care 
providers, their goal is to 
help educate, have that dis-
cussion with the parent, the 
child, and then ultimately 
… we’re talking about ado-
lescents having some auton-
omy in some of their body 
decision-making to prevent 
cancer.”

Jackie Cale with the Amer-
ican Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network said the bill 
goes against the goals stated 
by Gov. Kim Reynolds and 
others who say they want 
to combat the state’s high 
cancer rates. According to 
the Iowa Cancer Registry, 
Iowa has the nation’s fastest 
rising rate of cancer, and has 
had the second highest rate 
of new cancer cases for two 
years.

“This bill would be a step 
backwards in fight against 
cancer,” Cale said. “The 

cancers that were mentioned 
are life-altering, life-threat-
ening and very expensive. 
And with many of those 
cancers, you are at risk of 
losing your fertility.”

The bill was approved by 
the subcommittee on a 2-1 
vote, with Sen. Janet Pe-
tersen, D-Des Moines, op-
posing the legislation. Sen. 
Sandy Salmon, R-Janes-
ville, said she supported the 
measure, saying the HPV 
vaccine should be treated 
the same as other childhood 
vaccinations.

“I think that if a child has 
to have parental consent for 
all the other vaccines, that 
this one should be no excep-
tion,” Salmon said. “Vac-
cines, its risks and benefits 
can be long-term, so I think 
a minor needs to have pa-
rental input on that decision 
regarding this vaccination, 
just like any other vaccina-
tion.”

©Copyright 2025, Iowa 
Capital Dispatch. Published 
under Creative Commons 
license CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. 
Read more at iowacapitald-
ispatch.com.

COMMUNITY CALENDARCOMMUNITY CALENDAR

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24
• Chamber of Commerce & Community Development Corp. Annual Banquet
		  $20 per ticket at Nine & Dine. Social hour starts at 5:30 p.m.
		  Allbaugh award presentation at 6:00 p.m., Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
• Valentine’s Night Dinner Specials
		  Nine & Dine: 5 p.m. – 9 p.m., choice of Grilled Ribeye or
		  2 Grilled Chicken Breasts.
		  Pop’s Pizza & Pub: Prime Rib, Brisket, or Turkey meals, NY 
		  cheesecake and free champagne. Call 515-448-5072 for reservations.
• Middle School Valentine’s Dance, 7-9pm, $5, Memorial Hall
		  Open to all Middle School Students. Featuring J&K Productions

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
• Ducks Unlimited Banquet. Chain-O-Lakes Dinner at Red Shed in Clarion
	 	 Food, Fun and Raffle.  Door opens at 5 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• Souper Bowl Contest at Nine & Dine
		  3 p.m. Register. 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. Judging
		  $10 to Taste/Judge.  Call or message 515-448-4166 to sign up

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
• Abate District 10 Meeting, Chili & Soup Feed, and Auction
		  Rails Bar & Grill, 5pm.
		  Bring an item for auction. Auction starts about 6pm.
		  Bring soup or chili to serve if desired.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
• Cupid’s Carnival
		  Indoor Carnival $10 per kid.
		  At the Highschool in Clarion. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
• BINGO for Pups & Paws at Soldier Creek Winery, 3 – 5 p.m.
	 	 Benefits Pups *& Paws Pound. 
		  Bring a wish list item for a BINGO card:-cat litter, dry cat food, 
	 	 flea treatment for cats, litter boxes, dry dog food, wet dog food, 
		  paper towels, Lysol, cat toys, cat scoopers, or laundry soap.
		  Win wine prizes!

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
• Clarmond Country Club Stockholder’s Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
		  Everyone is welcome to share ideas, voting limited to stockholders.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27
• Jordan Beem live, Rails Bar & Grill, 8 p.m.
		  2024 Iowa Music Awards Country Artist of the Year
		  2023 Midwest County Artist of the Year

DO YOU HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP?

LET  US  KNOW!
SEND YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO:

INFO@EAGLEGROVEEAGLE.COM

Last week’s trivia questions:
Which two pro football quarterbacks have won Super 

Bowls with two different teams? Answer: Peyton Manning 
and Tom Brady.

Manning won a Super Bowl with the Indianapolis Colts 
and the Denver Broncos. Brady won Super Bowls with 
the New England Patriots and one with the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers.

(Kurt Warner won a Super Bowl with the St. Louis Rams 
and lost one with the Arizona Cardinals. Craig Morton led 
the Dallas Cowboys and the Denver Broncos to a Super 
Bowl, losing both times.)

Which two pro football teams have been to the Super 
Bowl four times, and lost all four? Answer: The Minnesota 
Vikings and Buffalo Bills. (The Vikings lost the Super 
Bowl in 1970, 1974, 1975, and 1977. Buffalo is the only 
team to appear in four consecutive Super Bowls, but lost 
all four, from 1991 to 1994). 

*****
This week’s trivia questions:
What popular website made its debut on Valentine’s Day 

in 2005?
What state produces most of America’s red roses?

*****
Feb. 12 is Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday; Feb. 13 is 

Galentine’s Day, and National Cheddar Day; Feb. 14 is 
Valentine’s Day, Library Lover’s Day, and Organ Donor 
Day; Feb. 15 is International Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Day; Feb. 16 is National Almond Day, and World Whale 
Day; Feb. 17 is Presidents’ Day, and National Tennis Pro 
Day; Feb. 18 is Pluto Day, and Drink Wine Day.

*****
“For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at 

the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
 – 1 Samuel 16:7

*****
“Do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow 

will be anxious for itself. Let the day’s own troubles be 
sufficient for the day.”                                                – Jesus

*****
“We love because He first loved us.”          – 1 John 4:19

*****
My new girlfriend works at the zoo. She’s a keeper.

*****
Just went on a date with a welder. Man, were the sparks 

flying.
*****

You should never date a tennis player. Love means 
nothing to them.

*****
Two territories became U.S. states on Valentine’s Day. 

Oregon became the 33rd state on Feb. 14, 1859, even if its 
residents didn’t know it right away. (It took a full month for 
the news to travel across the country via a combination of 
telegraph, stagecoach, and steamship). 

Exactly 53 years later on Feb. 14, 1912, Arizona became 
the 48th state.

*****
In 1929, the Saint Valentine’s Day Massacre happened in 

Chicago. Seven members of Chicago’s North Side Gang 
were gathered at a garage on Feb. 14, 1929. They were shot 
by four unknown assailants, two of whom were disguised 
as police officers.

The murders resulted from the competition for control of 
organized crime in the city, during Prohibition. The largely 
Irish North Siders were headed by George “Bugs” Moran, 
and their largely Italian Chicago Outfit rivals were led by 
Al Capone. 

The perpetrators have never been conclusively identified, 
but former members of a gang working for Capone are 
suspected of involvement.

*****

Registration Is Open for March 24 
Virtual Teacher License Renewal 

Course in Financial Security
By Carol Ehlers

AMES, Iowa – Iowa 
K-12 teachers can improve 
their own personal finance 
skills as well as build skills 
in their students by partic-
ipating in “Small Change: 
Building Financial Security 
for Educators.” This Iowa 
State University Exten-
sion and Outreach blend-
ed course starts Monday, 
March 24, with an introduc-
tory session from 4:30-6:30 
p.m., followed by a four-
week, self-paced, facilita-
tor-led online learning ex-
perience that ends April 21.

The course content is 
embedded in the financial 
literacy standards of the 
Iowa Core 21st Century 
Skills and Social Studies, 
and connects participants 
with curricula, resources 
and school-based programs 
for elementary, middle and 
high school levels, said 
course instructor Carol 

Ehlers, a human sciences 
specialist with ISU Exten-
sion and Outreach. Edu-
cators can earn one Iowa 
License renewal credit. 
Register by Monday, March 
17, on the Iowa State Edu-
cation Association website.

The “Small Change: 
Building Financial Securi-
ty” course features vetted 
curriculum and resources. 
It has been accepted as an 
Iowa Board of Educational 
Examiners Endorsement 
Class for Financial Literacy 
and Business Teachers.

“Research shows that 
school-based financial ed-
ucation programs impact 
both students and their 
teachers. As students build 
financial skills from finan-
cial literacy classes, their 
teachers also benefit by 
improving their rates of 
savings, lowering levels of 
debt and increasing rates of 
asset accumulation,” Ehlers 

said.
The course is designed 

to help K-12 educators to 
make more informed deci-
sions about financial man-
agement and build greater 
confidence to make small 
changes that can make a 
difference. Participants ex-
plore gamified lessons that 
are timely and relevant to 
themselves personally and 
to their classroom.

Lesson topics are:
• Finance Fundamentals 

— getting organized, smart 
borrowing, estate planning

• Insurance — life, health, 
disability, long-term care, 
auto, home, liability cov-
erage

• Investing — risk toler-
ance, investment choices, 
funding long-term goals

• Retirement — preparing 
for retirement, building a 
nest egg, Social Security, 
IPERS

The course format re-

quires participants to:
• Participate in a live, vir-

tual two-hour introducto-
ry workshop on March 24 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m.

• Complete at least four of 
12 gamified online lessons 
covering financial topics 
over the next four weeks.

• Complete assignments 
to promote financial liter-
acy and connect with re-
sources.

The course fee is $30 
to Iowa State Education 
Association members and 
non-members. Those who 
do not need license renewal 
credit may register and au-
dit the course for a $15 fee.

Register online by March 
17. Space is limited to 25 
participants.

For more information, 
contact Ehlers at 712-732-
5056 or xehlers@iastate.
edu or visit the Health and 
Human Sciences Extension 
and Outreach website.
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Wright County Pool League
# Name Rnd 

W
Rnd 

L
Pts+ Pts +* Wins Loss Win % Avg*

1 Moes 38 10 945 942 74 34 68.52 8.72
2 Wizards 30 18 893 866 61 47 56.48 8.02
3 Replacements 26 22 864 858 61 47 56.48 7.94
4 Rookies 26 22 853 835 58 50 53.7 7.73
5 Fa’que 24 24 833 809 49 59 45.37 7.49
6 Strokers and Pokers 22 26 864 852 59 49 54.63 7.89
7 Motley Cue 16 32 798 768 41 67 37.96 7.11
8 Kim Jong Pool 10 38 729 660 29 79 26.85 6.11

TEAM STANDINGS:

*No Handicap

# Name Team(s) Pts+ Pts- Diff* Gms Wins Loss Win % Avg+
1 Steve Martin Moes 327 216 111 36 29 7 80.56 9.08
2 Dave Walker Wizards 316 208 108 36 28 8 77.78 8.78
3 Steve Evans Moes 308 264 44 36 22 14 61.11 8.56
4 Dick Stumpf Moes 307 244 63 36 23 13 63.89 8.53
5 Mike Rolo Strokers and Pokers 302 252 50 36 22 14 61.11 8.39
6 Zach Martin Rookies 301 222 79 36 24 12 66.67 8.36
7 Brandon ThompsonReplacements 286 256 30 36 22 14 61.11 7.94
8 Alec Martin Rookies 286 274 12 36 19 17 52.78 7.94
9 Steve Gordon Wizards 284 277 7 36 17 19 47.22 7.89
10 Jason Stumpf Replacements 283 279 4 36 18 18 50 7.86
11 Daryl Ward Motley Cue 280 281 -1 36 16 20 44.44 7.78
12 Derrick Linn Strokers and Pokers 271 242 29 33 20 13 60.61 8.21
13 Eric Hogle Replacements 267 230 37 33 20 13 60.61 8.09
14 Keith Larue Fa’que 267 284 -17 36 15 21 41.67 7.42
15 Tom Thielen Wizards 266 297 -31 36 16 20 44.44 7.39
16 Dart Humphrey Motley Cue 264 285 -21 36 16 20 44.44 7.33
17 Ryan Gardalen Fa’que 256 297 -41 36 13 23 36.11 7.11
18 Jeff Asmus Strokers and Pokers 253 292 -39 36 15 21 41.67 7.03
19 Blake Jackson Rookies 248 301 -53 36 15 21 41.67 6.89
20 Denny Gardalen Fa’que 226 228 -2 30 15 15 50 7.53
21 Kyle Disney Kim Jong Pool 207 320 -113 36 10 26 27.78 5.75
22 Dean Kirstein Replacements 199 249 -50 30 12 18 40 6.63
23 Kelly Hill Kim Jong Pool 144 226 -82 24 4 20 16.67 6
24 Adam Russel Kim Jong Pool 132 194 -62 21 4 17 19.05 6.29
25 Colt Allen Motley Cue 113 199 -86 21 3 18 14.29 5.38
26 Brant Buhr Motley Cue 111 116 -5 15 6 9 40 7.4
27 Jeff Linn Fa’que 56 37 19 6 5 1 83.33 9.33
28 Steve Haugland Fa’que 30 20 10 3 3 0 100 10

PLAYER STANDINGS:

*No Handicap

Pool Report 
sponsored by

Ladies Continue 
Conference Play

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

Last week, the Eagle 
Grove girls basketball team 
competed in a Tuesday 
night road game at North 
Union and a Friday night 
home game against North 
Iowa. The purple and gold 
fell 64-25 to the 13-7 War-
riors and 58-42 to the 3-18 
Bison. 

In the North Union con-
test, Ellie Lenning led Ea-
gle Grove with team-highs 
of 10 points and three 
assists. Kendra Schild 
grabbed 11 rebounds, and 
Holly Anderson added five 
points, five boards, and a 
steal. 

Myka Anderson fin-
ished with five points, 
and Taytum Edwards hit a 
three-pointer and secured 
six rebounds.

Against North Iowa, the 
girls trailed 35-31 late in 
the game. The Bison would 
prevail after scoring 23 in 
the 4th quarter.

 Taytum shot an impres-
sive 33% from long range. 
She had 19 points and five 
steals on the night. 

Lenning dropped another 
10 points in the loss, and 
Schild led the team with 
14 boards and three assists. 
Holly Anderson contrib-
uted 10 rebounds and four 
steals for the Eagles.

Ellie Lenning scored in double digits in games 
against North Union and North Iowa. (Photo by 
Mitch Jones Photography)

2 Area Students 
Make DMACC Fall 

President’s List
Des Moines Area Community College President Rob Den-

son recently released the names of students eligible for the 
Fall Semester President’s List.  To be eligible, a student must 
have completed a minimum of six credits and earned a 4.0 
grade point average for that semester

Those recognized from our area include:
• McKenna Knight, Human/Family Services-Transfer, 

Goldfield
• Lexie Lane, Pre-Nursing, Goldfield
Congratulations to these students on their achievement!

McIntire Named 
to South Dakota 

State University’s 
Fall Dean’s List

BROOKINGS, S.D. (01/17/2025)– South Dakota State 
University announces Ava McIntire of Thor, Iowa, has 
been named to the dean’s list for the fall 2024 semester. 
McIntire earned a 4.0 GPA.

McIntire is a student in SDSU’s College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environmental Sciences.

To earn dean’s list distinctions in SDSU’s colleges, stu-
dents must have completed a minimum of 12 credits and 
must have earned at least a 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale. Overall, 
3,901 students from 40 states and 32 foreign nations are 
on the list. More than 1,600 students received a 4.0 GPA.

Scheuring Named 
to BCU Fall
Dean’s List

Sioux City, Iowa–Briar Cliff University is pleased to an-
nounce 302 students have been named to the Dean’s List for 
the Fall semester of the 2024-25 academic year, including 91 
students who achieved a perfect GPA of 4.0.

Full-time students who have a semester GPA of 3.5 or 
greater and part-time students who complete six or more 
credits in a semester with a GPA of at least 3.5 are eligible 
for the Dean’s List. An asterisk following a student’s name 
denotes a 4.0 GPA.

Among those honored this term is Derek Scheuring of Ea-
gle Grove, Iowa.

Congratulations Derek!

10 Local Students 
Make UNI Fall 

Dean’s List
CEDAR FALLS, Iowa – The University of Northern 

Iowa is proud to recognize the academic accomplishments 
of students each semester by announcing the graduation and 
dean’s lists. These lists highlight the hard work and dedica-
tion of students who have excelled in their studies.

The Fall 2024 graduates and dean’s list honorees are now 
available online. Community members, families and friends 
can easily access the names by searching via zip code, coun-
ty or state. Visit the Graduation / Dean’s List Reports page 
and follow the simple instructions to find and celebrate 
these outstanding students.

To qualify for the dean’s list, students must have achieved 
a grade point average of 3.50 or higher while completing at 
least 12 semester hours, with at least one semester hour of 
graded credit.

Join us in celebrating the success of our Panther students 
as they continue to make UNI proud!

Local students to earn a place on the Dean’s List were:
• Madison Axtell, Eagle Grove
• Amalea Friedl, Goldfield
• Reagan Goodell, Goldfield
• Elinor Jensen, Eagle Grove
• Alaura Lewis, Goldfield
• Heather Mack, Eagle Grove
• Paige Nelson, Goldfield
• Shanlyne Pineda-Mendez, Eagle Grove
• Kayla Potratz, Goldfield
• Hannah Sampson, Eagle Grove

Morgan Named 
to Wartburg Fall 

Dean’s List
WAVERLY, IA– Mack Morgan of Eagle Grove was named 

to the Wartburg College Fall Term Dean’s List.
The college recognized 554 students for Fall Term.
The list honors students who earned a cumulative GPA of 

3.5 or above in at least four course credits during the term. 
Three of the four course credits have to be graded with a tra-
ditional letter grade.

Wartburg College, a four-year liberal arts college inter-
nationally recognized for community engagement, enrolls 
about 1,500 students. A college of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in America, Wartburg is dedicated to challenging 
and nurturing students for lives of leadership and service as 
a spirited expression of their faith and learning. The college 
is characterized by vigorous academic expectations and com-
munity engagement within an environment of strong person-
al support.

Senate Panel Votes To Require School 
Cellphone Policies

A Senate subcommit-
tee gave initial approval 
Wednesday to Gov. Kim 
Reynolds’ proposal to set a 
statewide minimum policy 
restricting students’ cell-
phone use in schools.

The bill, Senate Study Bill 
1065, would require school 
boards to adopt policies 
that, at minimum, ban use of 
personal electronic devices 
during instructional periods. 
Schools could add further re-
strictions on the use of cell-
phones through the school 
day.

The measure would re-
quire school districts spec-
ify disciplinary action if a 
student uses their cellphone 
during class or tests, and re-
quires schools set protocols 
to securely store person-
al electronic devices. The 
policies would begin in the 
2025-2026 school year.

The legislation includes 
caveats for students with In-
dividualized Education Pro-
gram (IEP) or 504 plans that 
require accommodations in-
volving the use of cellphones 
or other electronic devices. It 
also requires school districts 
to allow parents to petition 
to let their child keep their 
cellphone with them during 
class if they can establish 

“a legitimate reason related 
to the student’s physical or 
mental health.”

The Department of Edu-
cation would be required to 
develop and distribute model 
policies to Iowa school dis-
tricts. It would also require 
the education department to 
work with the Department of 
Public Safety to develop and 
reform emergency plans in 
line with the cellphone use 
restrictions, so parents and 
guardians would be able to 
contact their child during the 
school day in the case of an 
emergency.

Molly Severn, legislative 
liaison for the governor’s of-
fice, cited a survey from the 
Pew Research Center that 
showed 72% of high school 
teachers said students be-
ing distracted by cellphones 
was a major problem in their 
classrooms.

“With digital distractions 
at an all time high, Gov. 
Reynolds wants ensure that 
Iowa’s classrooms main-
tain environments for focus, 
learning and productivity,” 
Severn said.

Several Iowa school dis-
tricts have already imple-
mented cellphone use pol-
icies. In a news release on 
the governor’s proposal, Ot-

tumwa Community Schools 
Superintendent Michael 
McGrory said the bill would 
“undoubtedly benefit stu-
dents across Iowa” and that 
his district has already seen 
positive impacts from imple-
menting a cellphone policy.

Education advocates were 
largely in support of the 
measure, though several or-
ganizations were registered 
as “undecided” because of 
questions about the timeline 
for implementation and cer-
tain professional develop-
ment provisions.

Sen. Herman Quirmbach, 
D-Ames, who voted against 
the measure, asked if school 
districts are already imple-
menting school cellphone 
use policies across the state, 
“why does the governor 
need to get involved?” He 
said cellphone use in schools 
was a problem, but that leg-
islative action was not nec-
essarily required as school 
districts already had the au-
thority to set policies on the 
issue.

Quirmbach also said he did 
not support the measure’s 
limit requiring parents to 
obtain permission for their 
child have a cellphone with 
them in class if having the 
device is related to the stu-

dent’s health.
“You can imagine situa-

tions where a student who 
has problems with diabetes, 
epilepsy, food allergy and 
food poisoning, asthma — 
there are lots of situations 
where students may need to 
have immediate access, first 
of all, to their parents to let 
them know something’s go-
ing on, but also direct access 
to medical resources to help 
them avoid a catastrophe,” 
Quirmbach said.

In addition to cellphone 
use, the legislation would re-
quire 6th- through 8th-grade 
students to take “effects of 
social media” training. Sen. 
Jeff Taylor, R-Sioux Center, 
said he was appreciative of 
the measure as a way to help 
students navigate these on-
line spaces. Several studies 
have found links between 
high social media use and 
negative mental health out-
comes among teens.

“Social media, although 
in some ways, is wonderful, 
in other ways it can be quite 
harmful and upsetting, espe-
cially to kids of certain age,” 
Taylor said.

The measure is available 
for consideration by the Sen-
ate Education Committee.

Use caution on 
unprotected streets, 
without stop or 
yield signs.

Give right-of-way.

And
the vet!

And
the vet!

A walk a day
keeps
the
doctor
away.
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Thursday, Feb. 13
• 7th/8th Grade Girls 
Basketball @ Garner-
Hayfield-Ventura, 4:15 
p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 15
• Boys Wrestling 
Class 2A District 
#7 Tournament @ 
Humboldt, 10:00 a.m.
• Girls Postseason 
Basketball @ Estherville-
LC High School, 7 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 17
• Boys Postseason 
Basketball @ Iowa Falls-
Alden, 7:00 p.m.

UPCOMING
SPORTS

SCHEDULE

Morris Cements Legacy With Point #1000

Abraham Lin averages 17.5 points per game for 
the Eagles. (Photo by Mitch Jones Photography)

Jaxon Morris has scored 288 points in his senior year alone. (Graphic by Mitch 
Jones Photography)

Eagles Prepare For Districts At Home Meet
Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

At Eagle Grove Elementa-
ry on Saturday morning, the 
Eagle Grove boys wrestling 

team hosted Alta-Aurelia, 
Garner Hayfield-Ventura, 
South Central Calhoun, and 
South Hamilton. 

In their dual vs. Alta-Aure-

lia, the Eagles had four open 
weight classes from 138 to 
150. They would lose 53-26. 
Hunter Waldo-Martinez de-
livered a 16-0 technical fall 

over Laeton Langschwager 
at 126, and Jayden Kreitlow 
knocked off Nolan Reeves in 
a 4-3 at 175. Reece Demuth 
wrestled at 190 and pinned 
Juan Carlos-Sanchez in 31 
seconds. 

It was a similar sto-
ry against Garner-Hay-
field-Ventura. The Cardinals 
took down Eagle Grove 53-
24, but Waldo-Martinez and 
Dylan Terwilliger (120) both 

posted 1st period pins. Kreit-
low and Carter Bjorklund 
(165) won via forfeit.

Although the purple and 
gold lost to South Central 
Calhoun by a score of 56-
23, the dual was highlight-
ed by Hayden Schafer’s 
100th career win. The junior 
157-pounder dismantled 
Layth Witte 19-3 in just 52 
seconds for the achievement. 

Against South Hamilton, 

Waldo-Martinez and An-
drew Orozco (113) earned 
1st period pins. Jesus Baez 
(285) and Terwilliger both 
recorded 15-0 technical falls 
in the 46-21 Eagle Grove 
victory. 

At the meet, the Eagles 
were dressed in their throw-
back singlets to honor the 
memory of former wrestler 
and 2015 graduate, Jared 
Beecher. Jared’s wife and 
son were given a special 
singlet courtesy of the Eagle 
Grove wrestling family.

Read more about Schafer’s road to triple digits in next week’s edition of 
The Eagle. (Graphic by Mitch Jones Photography) Jarika and Grizz Beecher. (Photo by Ryan Terwilliger)

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

	Three days after a 
5-point loss against North 
Union, the Eagle Grove 
boys basketball squad 
suited up for a Friday 
night home game vs. 6-13 
North Iowa.  The Eagles 
shot efficiently over four 
quarters on their way to a 
68-44 rout of the Bison. 

After pouring in 14 
points in Tuesday night’s 
North Union contest, 
Abraham Lin was once 
again Eagle Grove’s lead-
ing scorer with 22 points 
on 77% shooting against 
North Iowa. 

Adrian Whipple did it 
all for the purple and gold 
and recorded 15 points, 
nine assists, six boards, 
and three steals. Josh 
Miller dropped anoth-
er 10 points, and Gavin 
Pedersen secured five re-
bounds.

Jaxon Morris shot 72% 
from the field, 4/6 from 
three, and stuffed the stat 
sheet with 21 points, sev-
en rebounds, four assists, 
and three steals. More im-
portantly, Morris scored 
his 1,000th career point 
in an Eagle uniform. 
Read more about Jaxon’s 
journey in an upcoming 
edition of The Eagle.
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