
WEDNESDAY, APR. 23, 2025WEDNESDAY, APR. 23, 2025
NUMBER 17, 164NUMBER 17, 164THTH YEAR YEARSERVING THE KEOKUK COUNTY AREA SINCE 1860

MAHASKA COUNTY NEWS
Spot
TheSun

MAHASKA COUNTY NEWS • 8 SPORTS • 9-10MEMORIES OF A FORMER KID • 4

$150

Agri-View.................. 6B
Church Calendar ........5
Classifieds ..................6
Local ................... 2-3, 7
Records ................. 1B-3B
The Sun Spot ..............8
Sports ................... 9-10

KCHC Spring 
Vendor Fair

April 24, 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m.

Hospital Lobby
For questions contact 

Sue Rouw, 641-622-2720
 ---------------------------

Webster 
Hometown 
Reunion

Saturday, April 26, 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m.

Keokuk County Expo
Meal, silent auction, 

door prizes
Open to anyone who 

lives in or used to live in 
Webster

Collecting money and 
food for food pantries

 ---------------------------
What Cheer Flea 
Market

May 1-4 at the Keokuk 
County Fairgrounds

 ---------------------------
Rubio Pancake 
Fundraiser

Saturday, May 3, 
7-10 a.m.  at the Rubio 
Community Building

 ---------------------------
Sigourney 
American Legion 
Post #19

Meets 7:00 p.m. Third 
Tuesday of every month 
at Memorial Hall

 ---------------------------
Keswick American 
Legion Post #319

Meets Monthly @ 
5:30 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of each 
month

At the Keswick 
American Legion Post

 ---------------------------
Sit ‘N’ Stitch

At Fiddle Dee Dee in 
Keota

1st Thursday & 3rd 
Saturday of Each Month

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
All are welcome
 ---------------------------

Richland Public 
Library

Tuesday/Wednesday/
Thursday: 2:30-6:00

Friday: Noon-5:00
Saturday: 10:00-1:00
Thursdays 3 p.m. Lego 

& Games, all ages invited
Closed Sunday and 

Monday. For more 
information call 319-456-
6541

 ---------------------------
Wilson Memorial 
Library

Mondays 10-6pm
Tuesdays, Wednesday, 

and Thursdays 10-5pm
Fridays 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturdays 8-12.
 ---------------------------
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For your Family , For your Future
641.636.3748
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Twenty Years, $1.8 Million in Grants: County 
Endowment Holds Annual Award Night

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

KEOTA – In 2005, the State 
of Iowa created the County 
Endowment Fund Program, 
which distributes 0.8% of the 
state’s commercial gaming 
tax revenue to county en-
dowment organizations, to 
fund projects for non-profits 
and local governments. Since 
then, 36,884 grants have been 
given out statewide, totalling 
$148,000,000. The Keokuk 
County Community Endow-
ment Foundation has given 
out roughly $1,800,000, help-
ing fund equipment for fire 
departments, the rebuild-
ing of damaged community 
centers and town halls, the 
building of pools and child-
care facilities, and so much 
more.

“We’re very happy to be 
able to do this,” said Secre-
tary Ann Spillman. “We’ve 
been doing it twenty years, 
I’ve been on the board for 
twenty years, and it keeps 

growing each year, and it’s 
just a very good thing for the 
community, for everybody, 
the whole county.”

On April 17, KCCEF held 
its annual award ceremony, 
where members gave out 31 
grants to local organizations, 
totalling $126,000.

“This is a fun night for us 
board members, because we 
get to interact with all of you 
guys,” said Director Connie 
McLaughlin. “You guys are 
the ones who are making the 
impact throughout Keokuk 
County, and that’s huge, and 
we are honored to be working 

with you. So, thank you.”
Grants distributed include:

• $3,000 to the City of Hed-
rick for new swings and fall 
protection material at the 
civic center.

• $5,000 to the City of Kes-
wick for a new outside 
warning siren.

• $,000 to the City of Ollie 
for new playground equip-
ment.

• $4,885 to the City of Rich-
land to add red ball dirt to 
the ball fields

• $,000 to the City of Sigour-
ney Park and Recreation 
Committee to replace the 
buckets at the city pool 
splash pad.

• $,000 to the City of Sigour-
ney Public Safety Commit-
tee for a digital speed sign 
by the high school.

• $,000 to the City of Thorn-
burg for street repairs.

• $,000 to the City of Web-
ster for codebook updates.

• $3,000 to the Delta Town 
and County Center to re-
model the gym bathrooms.

• $4,000 to Food Bank Iowa 
to support local food pan-
tries.

• $3,000 to the Hedrick Pub-
lic Library for children’s 

Members of the KCCEF board. L to R, Back: Todd Harbison, Kathy Davis Mike Hadley, 
Dawn Wheeler, Dixie Shipley, Sylvia Hadley. Front: Becky Leer, Connie McLaughlin, 
Ann Spillman, Sandy Van Patten, Laurie Luettjohann
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Only $0.29
per 4x6 

Instant Prints
at our 

Photo Kiosk
The News-Review   •   120 E Washington, Sigourney   •   641-622-3110

Garage Sale Weekend
FRIDAY, MAY 30 • SATURDAY, MAY 31

The Sigourney News-Review invites you to join our 

GARAGE SALE WEEKEND 
FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaayy  3300  &&  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  3311

Place your ad at the News-Review office Monday-Friday
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. or call 641-622-3110 to make an appointment

Ad deadline - Wednesday, May 15 at Noon
Plan your garage sale for May 30 and May 31!

We’ll publish your ad on our “Garage Sale” page on Wednesday, May 28

• INCLUDES TWO FREE NUMBERED SIGNS FOR
YOUR YARD! (Numbers assigned in the order of receipt)

120 East Washington, Sigourney 
or call us at 641-622-3110

*ADS MUST BE PAID FOR BY 4 P.M., WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
In the event of rain/snow, we will re-run the ad on June 4 and garage

sale weekend will be June 6 & 7

Only
$20.00

up to 
50 words

.25¢ per word thereafter

Sigourney Church Performs Passion Play
By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – Be The 
Light Ministry, an evangel-
ical church north of Sigour-
ney, hosted a passion play 
titled “The Way, The Truth, 
The Life” on April 18, featur-
ing a cast consisting primar-
ily of church members. This 
is the third year in a row Be 
The Light Outreach Coordi-
nator Kelly Mousel directed 
the play, which features the 
twelve apostles giving mono-
logues at the Last Supper.

“I just felt a calling, that 
we needed to get something 
meaningful out to the com-
munity, and what more 
meaningful than our savior’s 
story?” said Mousel.

This year, Mousel rewrote 
the script, adding in a set 
of framing scenes, where a 
group of servants discuss the 
events of the play around a 
well, and a dramatic crucifix-
ion scene. “That is the plan, 
to grow it every year and just 
keep adding to it, so it’s not so 
hard on the actors, because 
they all have busy schedules 
and work conflicts,” said 
Mousel, who intends to add 
an empty tomb scene next 
year.

The play starred as Brys 

Snakenberg as Jesus, Andrew 
Vandehaar as Nathaniel, 
Gary Jarmes as Simon the 
Zealot, Wyatt Wehr as James 
the Lesser, Kevin Redlinger 
as Thaddeus, Kyle Weber 
as Andrew, Gunner Mohs 
as Matthew, Jeff Hinnah as 
Judas Iscariot, Sean Stutz-
man as Philip, Terry Stein-
hart as Peter, Doug Webster 
as Thomas, Lyle Donald as 
John, Dustin Breckenridge 
as James, and Karol Roller 
as Mary, Mother of Jesus. 
Kinly Weber, Jayde Snaken-
berg, Brianna Raygor, Brandi 
Wehr, Lindy Hammes, Jaci 
Jarmes and Beau Snakenberg 
played characters during 
the well scenes. Dan Roller, 
Matt Olson, Bronson Mc-
Culley and Christopher Berg 

played Roman soldiers. The 
play featured Pam Schwenke 
on piano, Beth Hanselman 
on keyboard, and a choir 
consisting of Barb Tornow, 
Leann Voyles, Jessica Meier 
and Brayden Sines. Mou-
sel also gave praise to Bill 
Tremmel, who constructed 
the hydraulic cross, and to 
Mike McNurlen and Val We-
ber, who set up the light and 
sound.

“It was meaningful,” said 
Brys Snakenberg, who played 
Jesus this year after playing 
Nathaniel last year. “I don’t 
know, I guess it was an hon-
or to do it and meant a lot 
to bring glory to God...I was 
kind of nervous because it’s a 
big part and you don’t want 
to mess it up.”

Jeff Hinnah, who played 
Judas, also played him in the 
two previous Be The Light 
plays and multiple plays at 
the Sigourney United Meth-
odist Church. “I’ve played 
Judas probably a half dozen 
times now, and this script 
was a little different, but it’s 
a very meaningful part,” said 
Hinnah. “Don’t know how he 
could do it, after being with 

PASSION PLAY 
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Chloe Zittergruen
Zittergruen being announced as presi-
dent. Photo Credit Tri-County FFA

Tri-County FFA Member 
Named FFA President

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

AMES – Deafening cheers 
and blazing pyrotechnics 
erupted at the Hilton Colise-
um in Ames as Chloe Zitter-
gruen of the Tri-County FFA 
was named the 2025-2026 
Iowa FFA President, as part of 
the 97th Iowa FFA Leadership 
Conference.

“It still hasn’t fully hit me 
yet, I would say,” said Zitter-
gruen, “but I’m excited for this 
upcoming year. I’m excited to 
see what the other eight indi-
viduals that got elected with 
me are going to do, and they’ve 
got such great potential, and 
I’m excited to see how they 
impact and serve Iowa FFA...
It’s kinda a cloud nine feeling, 
almost. It’s almost like a pinch 
me moment. This doesn’t feel 
real and truly it still hasn’t set 
in fully. You hear your name 
being called, and it’s almost 
like a ‘Wait, is this actually 
me? Is this, did they say the 
right name?’ kind of situation. 
And, at the end of the day, 
you try to soak in every sin-
gle moment of that, because 
you don’t get those feelings of 
the joy, of the excitement, the 
adrenaline, the sweaty palms, 
heart racing emotions very 
often in life. And I’m lucky to 

have experienced it twice.”
Zittergruen, who was the 

Iowa FFA Secretary last year, 
took her first agriculture class 
in seventh grade and joined 
the FFA during eighth grade. 
She participated in conduct of 
meetings, chapter program, 
prepared public speaking and 
extemporaneous speaking, 
served as Tri-County’s chap-
ter secretary for two years, as 
the Tri-County chapter pres-
ident, and as the Southeast 
Iowa district secretary.

“My first advisor, Mike 
Striegel, he kinda pushed 
me to do it, and I was a little 
scared at first, but I kind of 
took that chance on FFA and 
I embraced it as much as pos-
sible,” said Zittergruen. “And I 
got fully immersed and kind 
of found my place within it, 
and realizing that the time 
that people have put into help-
ing me. They saw my poten-
tial and they always advised 
me to do my best. I realized, 
you know, I want to do that 
for other people. I want to give 
back. I want to help these kids 
see their potential, show them 
that they can do all of these 
hard things, they can accom-
plish all of these great things, 
and truly be involved in all of 
these things all at the same 

time. “
As president, Zitterguen 

will be responsible for guiding 
other state officers and plan-
ning FFA events.

“One thing that I really 
want to focus on is member 
interaction,” said Zitterguen. 
“Right now, we don’t have a 
lot of one-on-one interaction 
with state officers and district 
officers, and I would love to 
see that increase. Say I go to 
a green hand fire up, I facili-
tate to a classroom of kids or 
a chapter visit, I see those kids 
for maybe 30 minutes. That’s 
all that I may see them that 
year. That’s the only inter-
action they may have with a 
blue jacket, with a state officer, 
with FFA. So I want to ensure 
that those interactions are 
meaningful, impactful, and 
can make a difference in these 
kids’ lives.”

Zittegruen is currently a 
freshman at Iowa State, study-
ing agriculture communica-
tions, which she plans to use 
to promote agriculture after 
she graduates.

“I want to work in agri-
cultural media, advertising, 
marketing, anywhere within 

TRI-COUNTY FFA
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Births, Engagements, Weddings, and Anniversaries
• story (no photos) runs for FREE
• story with black and white photo- $10
• story with color photo- $20

* Some restrictions may apply. If the story is 
an invitation to a celebration or request  
for cards, it must run as an ad.
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Contact us today!

Sigourney Public 
Library

M o n d a y / T u e s d a y /
Wednesday/Thursday 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Summer Reading Program 

(June):
Mondays 11:30 a.m. - 12 

p.m. Pre-School
Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. 

4th/5th/6th Grade
Wednesdays 1-2 p.m. 

2nd/3rd Grade
Thursdays 1-2 p.m. 

Kindergarten/1st Grade
Fridays 12-1:30 p.m. Family 

Movie Matinee
 ------------------------------

Hedrick Public Library
Monday/Thursday/Friday 

2 - 6 p.m.
Tuesday 2 - 5 p.m.
Wednesday 12 - 4 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday Closed
 ------------------------------

What Cheer Public 
Library

Monday 12:00-6:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 

p.m.
Friday 12:00-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00-11:00 a.m.
 ------------------------------

Sigourney Kiwanis
Serving the community 

since 1969. Kiwanis meet 
Wednesdays, from 12 to 1 
p.m. at Keokuk County Bowl, 
visitors are welcome.

 ------------------------------
Free Grace Recovery

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. at 
Free Grace United at 107 E 
Broadway St. What Cheer. 

For: All Addictions: any 
hurt, habit or hang up. Come 
as you are. 

Childcare provided. 
Everyone is welcome.

freegrace.tv/recovery 
 ------------------------------

Old Keota Business
Anyone having old photos 

of former Keota businesses, 
please contact Larry Gale 
Sanders. The photos will 
be used in a Keota Business 
Pictorial Album.

 ------------------------------
Keota Food Pantry

The food pantry in Keota is 
open on the last Sunday of the 
month at the United Church 
of Faith, 10-11 a.m. Anyone 
needing food is invited.

 ------------------------------
Richland Community 
Food Bank

Located at Richland 
Methodist Church, 106 W 
South St. Richland, (319) 
456-2251 Sherry Jipp. Open 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
9:30-11:30 a.m. and Thursday 
5-7:00 p.m.

 ------------------------------
City of Keota Public 
Meeting

Public meetings will be 
held on the First and Third 
Monday of each month. at 
7 p.m. at Keota City Hall. 
Special Meetings will be 
posted at City Hall.

 ------------------------------
Keota School Board

The Keota School Board 
meets the second Thursday 
of each month, typically at 6 
p.m. 

 ------------------------------

Keota VFW Auxiliary
The VFW Auxiliary meets 

the third Tuesday of each 
month, typically at the VFW 
building.

 ------------------------------
Keokuk County 
Historical Society

Open Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

 ------------------------------
Keokuk County 
Supervisors

The Keokuk County Board 
of Supervisors meets weekly 
on Mondays at 8:30 a.m. 

 ------------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sigourney

AA Meetings at Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Wednesdays at 8 p.m. for 
more information, call (319) 
461-6869.

 ------------------------------
Narcotics Anonymous- 
Sigourney

NA Meetings Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. 

615 S Jefferson St Sigourney
 ------------------------------

Food Pantry-
Sigourney

Food Pantry Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Call the Lord’s Pantry at 
641-224-2588 or contact a 
minister

 ------------------------------
Keokuk County Public 
Health

Keokuk County Public 
Health is here to serve you.  
We offer an array of services 

such as: home health services, 
immunizations, education, 
diabetic care, foot care, 
partner’s program, etc.  We 
have walkers, wheelchairs, 
shower chairs, canes, etc. to 
loan out free of cost.  Please 
call us if you or a loved 
one is in need.  For more 
information, call (641) 622-
3575.  

 ------------------------------
Alcoholics 
Anonymous-Keota

AA every Monday at 7 
p.m. at the Good Neighbor 
Fellowship Church on 
Broadway.

 ------------------------------
Alzheimer’s Support

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
meetings are held the first 
Monday of each month at 
the Presbyterian Church in 
Washington at 6:30 p.m.

 ------------------------------
Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly

Weekly meetings Tuesdays, 
4:30pm - 5:30 pm

Keokuk County Extension 
Office, 641-777-1653

 ------------------------------
Grief Share

Sigourney Chiristian 
Church, 308 S Jefferson St

Wednesdays at 1 p.m., 
beginning Nov. 6

No charge
 ------------------------------

MENUS
Goodwin Senior 

Dining Center 
(Wellman)

Thursday, Apr. 24
Ground Beef & Black Bean 

Burrito, Mexican Rice, Chips, 
Blonde Brownies

Friday, April 25
Salmon Loaf, Creamed Peas & 

Potatoes, Cherry Crisp
Monday, April 28
Creamed Turkey Over Biscuit, 

Hot Vegetable, Mixed Fresh Fruit
Tuesday, April 29
Tomato Soup, Grilled Cheese 

Sandwich, Crackers Rice Krispie 
Treats

Wednesday, April 30
Ham Balls, Sour Cream 

Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Bishops Pie

Tri-County
Thursday, Apr. 24
Breakfast: Uncrustable
Lunch: Chicken Drumstick, 

Corn, Strawberries, Roll
Friday, April 25
Breakfast: Breakfast Pizza
Lunch: Biscuits & Sausage 

Gravy, Potato Cubes, Apple
Monday, April 28
Breakfast: Toast & Pancake
Lunch: French Toast Sticks, 

Omelet, Sausage, Hash Brown, 
Strawberries

Tuesday, April 29
Breakfast: Pancake Sausage 

Stick
Lunch: Orange Chicken, 

Rince, Peas, Roll, Banana, 
Cookie

Wednesday, April 30
Breakfast: Long John
Lunch: Pizza, Cooked Carrots, 

Apple

Sigourney
Thursday, Apr. 24
Breakfast: Cinnamon Roll, 

Assorted Cereal w/ Yogurt, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk

Lunch: Cuban Sandwich, 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich w/ 
Seasoned Fries, Salad Bar, 
Focaccia Bread, Pizza Bar, Sub 
Bar, Garden Salad, Fruit, Milk

Friday, April 25
Breakfast: Egg and Cheese 

Biscuit, Assorted Cereal w/ 
Cinnamon Toast, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk

Lunch: General Tso w/ Rice, 
BBQ Bacon Wrapped Hot Dog 
w/ Seasoned Fries, Salad Bar w/ 
Focaccia Bread, Pizza Bar, Sub 
Bar, Broccoli, Garden Salad, 
Fruit, Snickerdoodle, Milk

Monday, April 28
Breakfast: French Toast, 

Cereal w/ Cinnamon Toast, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk

Lunch: Bacon Pickle Grilled 
Cheese, Cheeseburger w/ 
Seasoned Fries, Salad Bar w/ 
Italian Bread, Pizza Bar, Sub 
Bar, Garden Salad, Fruit, Milk

Tuesday, April 29
Breakfast: Egg, Bacon & 

Cheese Bagel, Assorted Cereal 
w/ Colby Jack Cheese Stick, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk

Lunch: Frito Pie, Spicy 
Chicken Sandwich w/ Seasoned 
Fries, Salad Bar w Cornbread, 
Pizza Bar, Sub Bar, Garden 
Salad, BBQ Bacon Beans, Fruit, 
Milk,

Wednesday, April 30
Breakfast: Western Egg 'N' 

Bacon Sandwich, Cereal w/ 
Toast, Tater Tots, Juice, Milk

Lunch: Chicken Patty w/ Hot 
Roll, Corn Dog w/ Seasoned 
Fries, Salad Bar w/ Hot Roll, 
Pizza Bar, Sub Bar, Mashed 
Potatoes, Corn, Fruit, Milk

Pekin
Thursday, Apr. 24
Breakfast: Sausage Patty, WG 

Toast, Fruit, Choice
Lunch: Taco Salad, 

Applesauce, Banana, Blueberry 
Muffin

Friday, April 25
Breakfast: WG Donut Holes, 

GoGurt, Fruit, Juice
Lunch: Breakfast Sandwich, 

Tri Tater, Baby Carrots, Craisins, 
Diced Pears, WG Cheese Stick

Monday, April 28
Breakfast: Cinni Mini's, String 

Cheese, Fruit, Juice
Lunch: Bacon Cheeseburger, 

Baked Beans, WG Chips, 
Pineapple, Sidekicks

Tuesday, April 29
Breakfast: WG Cereal, 

GoGurt, Fruit, Juice
Lunch: Spaghetti, Broccoli, 

Baby Carrots, Mandarin 
Oranges, Grapes, WG Garlic 
Knots

Wednesday, April 30
Breakfast: Egg Omelet, WG 

Toast, Fruit, Juice
Lunch: Baked Potato w/ 

Cheese Sauce, Ham Slice, 
California Blend, Cinnamon 
Apples, Orange Wedges, WG 
Chex Mix

Keota
Thursday, Apr. 24
Breakfast: Cheese Omelet, 

Toast, Oranges, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Cheddarwurst on a 

Bun, Bake Beans, Baby Carrots, 
Grapes, Chips, Milk

Friday, April 25
Breakfast: Donut, Mixed Fruit, 

Juice, Milk
Lunch: Bosco Sticks, Iceberg 

Lettuce Blend, Green Beans, 
Marinara Sauce, Pear, Milk

Monday, April 28
Breakfast: Breakfast Bites, 

Applesauce, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Pig in the Blanket, 

Potato Wedges, Steamed 
Broccoli, Cucumbers, Peaches, 
Milk

Tuesday, April 29
Breakfast: Mini Cinni, Mix 

Fruit, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Chicken Wrap, 

Romaine Lettuce, Tomato Slices, 
Steamed Carrots, Tropical Fruit, 
Rice Pudding, Milk

Wednesday, April 30
Breakfast: Cereal, String 

Cheese, Apple, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Spaghetti w/ Meat 

Sauce, Garden Spinach Salad, 
Green Beans, Grapes, French 
Garlic Bread, Milk

Milestones 
(Sigourney & Delta)

Thursday, Apr. 24
Cook’s Choice w/ Dessert
Friday, April 25
Potato Encrusted Fish, 

Macaroni & Cheese, Carrots & 
Onions, Fruit, Wheat Roll

Monday, April 28
Turkey Salad Cold Plate 

w/ Tomato Wedges, Garden 
Pasta Salad, Creamy Coleslaw, 
Raspberry Gelatin w/ Fruit 
Cocktail, Wheat Roll

Tuesday, April 29
Roast Beef, Gravy, Baked 

Potato w/ Sour Cream, Green 
Beans, Sliced Peaches, Wheat 
Roll

Wednesday, April 30
Cheese Pizza, Corn, Ambrosia, 

Wheat Garlic Bread Stick

English Valleys
Thursday, Apr. 24
Breakfast: Cinnamon Roll, 

Cereal w/ Yogurt, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk

Lunch: Cuban Sandwich, 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich w/ 
Seasoned Fries, Pesto Pasta 
Salad w/ Focaccia Bread, Pizza 
Bar, Sub Bar, Garden Salad, 
Fruit, Milk

Friday, April 25
Breakfast: Egg and Cheese 

Biscuit, Cereal w/ Cinnamon 
Toast, Fruit, Juice, Milk

Lunch: General Tso w/ Rice, 
BBQ Bacon Wrapped Hot Dog 
w/ Seasoned Fries, Chicken and 
Avocado Club Wrap, Pizza Bar, 
Sub Bar, Broccoli, Garden Salad, 
Fruit, Snickerdoodle, Milk

Monday, April 28
Breakfast: French Toast 

Sticks, Cereal w/ Cinnamon 
Toast, Fruit, Juice, Milk

Lunch: Bacon Pickle Grilled 
Cheese, Cheeseburger w/ 
Seasoned Fries, Chicken Bacon 
Ranch Salad w/ Italian Bread, 
Pizza Bar, Sub Bar, Garden 
Salad, Fruit, Milk

Tuesday, April 29
Breakfast: Egg, Bacon, and 

Cheese Bagel, Cereal w/ Colby 
Jack Cheese Stick, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk

Lunch: Frito Pie, Spicy 
Chicken Sandwich w/ Seasoned 
Fries, Taco Salad w/ Cornbread, 
Pizza Bar, Sub Bar, Garden 
Salad, BBQ Bacon Beans, Fruit, 
Milk

Wednesday, April 30
Breakfast: Western Egg 'N' 

Bacon Sandwich, Cereal w/ 
Toast, Tater Tots, Juice, Milk

Lunch: Chicken Patty w/ Hot 
Roll, Corn Dog w/ Seasoned 
Fries, Caesar Salad w/ Hot Roll, 
Pizza Bar, Sub Bar, Mashed 
Potatoes, Corn, Fruit, Milk

It’s the little things 
that matter most

AWARD NIGHT from pg. 1

books and patron comput-
ers.

• $5,000 to the Keokuk 
County Childcare Net-
work to expand childcare 
throughout the county.

• $4,000 to the Keokuk 
County Expo for renovat-
ing the Expo hall.

• $5,000 to the Keokuk 
County Fair for lighting at 
Thomas Hall.

• $4,000 to the Keokuk 
County Historical Society 
to digitize old newspapers.

• $2,745 to the Keota Ath-
letic Boosters for weight 
room and locker room wall 
decals.

• $4,000 to the Keota Food 
Pantry for non perishables 
and food vouchers for low 
income families.

• $3,363 to the Keota Veter-
ans Memorial Foundation 
to replace flags and rebuild 
a small memorial for veter-
ans who died in service. 

• $5,000 to the Keswick Fire 
Department for 16 fire hel-
mets.

• $5,000 to the Richland 
Area Child Care Organiza-
tion for playground work.

• $3,000 to the Richland 
Public Library to update 
computers.

• $5,000 out of the Disas-
ter Fund to the Sigourney 
Ministerial Alliance Com-
munity Outreach Center 
for repairs to the kitchen 
wall and flooring.

• $1,000 to the Sigourney 
Public Library for seating 
and furniture updates.

• $5,000 out of the Disaster 
Fund to the St. Peter and 
Paul Clear Creek Heritage 
Association to repair storm 
damage to the steeple.

• $4,000 to the Tri-County 
Food Pantry for new ame-
nities.

• $3,000 to Unleashed for 
three isolation banks.

• $3,000 to the What Cheer 
Betterment Committee to 
repair the wooden fence at 
city park.

• $4,850 to the What Cheer 
Brick Museum to reinforce 
basement window wells, 
coal chutes and doors.

• $5,000 to the What Cheer 
Opera House Board to put 
a vapor barrier on the base-
ment floor.

• $1,168.99 to the What 
Cheer Public Library for a 
new computer.

• $4,995 to the Wilson Me-
morial Library to update 
children’s computers.
 “I’ve been a part of this 

organization since its incep-
tion, for twenty years, and 
we were talking about it be-
forehand, a couple of us gals, 
and it seems impossible that 
we’ve been here that long,” 
said KCCEF Chair Laurie 
Luettjohann. “I don’t know. 
There’s something about the 
group of people in this room, 
because each of you go back 
to your communities and 
create a difference. We are 
just a small part of that. We 
know that. We know we have 
a lot more things behind the 
scenes that you do to make 
things go and make things 
work, but if we can be just a 
little bit of that, it’s why we all 
do it. It’s one of the funnest 
organizations you can be a 
part of, because we always get 

to help people. That’s what I 
really love about it.”

KCCEF also gives out a 
$25,000 major grant in the 
fall. Last year, this grant was 
awarded to the City of Mar-
tinsburg, to help complete re-
building city hall, following 
a devastating fire. The grant 
money went towards adding 
a handicap-accessible park-
ing lot in front of the new 
building.

“Two years ago, we had a 
devastating fire at the old city 
hall and it wiped out every-
thing,” said Mayor Pro Tem 
and KCCEF board member 
Todd Harbison, “All the city 
history that we had in the city 
hall, all the stuff that we had 
from the school, it was all 
gone. Through various hard 
work, and especially through 
the endowment fund, we 
have been able to actually 
rebuild that up and also put 
in a handicap ramp parking. 
It’s a whole new building, and 
so it will always kind of keep 
a space in our heart, as they 
were one of the very first ones 
that contributed money to 
get this project rolling, and 
it’s like a night and day dif-
ference when you come and 
see it in Martinsburg. We’ve 
made it so, basically, without 
the years it will last for gener-
ations to come."

“It’s looking really nice, and 
we’re going to be able to really 
finish it up, and everything is 
going to be really nice,” said 
Spillman, who is also the 
Martinsburg city clerk.

“We also got to go to their 
building last month, a beau-
tiful facility for the town to 
have,” Luettjohann. “I mean, 
it’s a good community center 
that people can go to. They 
really don’t have anything 
like that in the community 
at all.”

The News-Review also 
asked several board members 
about the past grants they 
were most proud of. “Unle-
ahsed just does a lot of great 
stuff with animal rescue, and 
it’s all funded by donations. I 
mean, she just does it out of 
the goodness of her heart...
There’s just, it’s hard to pick 
(thing most proud of),” said 
Luettjohann.

“You know, I’ve been on it 
for five years and stuff. The 
Sigourney pool was one we 
kinda contributed to,” said 
Harbison. “That was actually, 
when I was on the board, the 
very first one...I mean, there’s 
just been so much stuff that 
we’ve helped with around the 
community and stuff.”

“We did LUCAS devices 
for all of the fire stations in 
Keokuk County, and then in 
Keswick, they got the major 
grant for their tanker truck, 
to be able to help the com-
munities surrounding Kes-
wick,” said board member 
Becky Leer. “We had some 
renovation to the Legion Hall 
in Kewswick, and then the 
What Cheer Opera House, 
and even the Flea Market 
we gave some grants to the 
fairgrounds to do some re-
habilitation to their areas and 
stuff. We’ve helped a little bit 
with the Keota pool, I believe 
we gave some of that, and the 
Sigourney pool, their slide 
and things.”
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Letter to the Editor Policy
 The News-Review welcomes the opinions of our readers 
in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the submissions 
are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking individuals 
without supporting documentation or a rational and legally 
defensible justification. In any event the newspaper reserves 
the sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader sub-
mission will be published. If your letter is selected it will be 
run on a single occasion and you agree to give us the right 
to publish it in print and digital form. The News-Review 
will not accept letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, 
or otherwise reproduced. Letters should be original, type-
written or neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 
300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be subject to 
editing and may not be published in their entirety.
 The News-Review does not as a general rule print form 
letters or letters which are also submitted to other newspa-
pers. We are most interested in sincere personal views as 
opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for 

an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure 
us that their submission is individual and personal, it may 
be rejected.
 Your Letter to the Editor must include:
  • Your full name with signature
  • Your complete address
  • Your telephone number
 Your address and telephone number will not be printed 
in the newspaper, but will be used for verification by news-
paper editorial staff.
 Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks 
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be 
published. The News-Review reserves the right to end de-
bate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to 
express their views. The News-Review reserves the right to 
edit or refuse all letters. All columns and letters on the opin-
ion page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The News-Review.
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Correction and Retraction Policy
 The News-Review strives for accurate and complete 
news reporting but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases 
where an error has been made we will run a correction, clar-
ification, retraction or editor’s note in the next edition. Our 
goal in any event is to inform readers of corrections clearly 
and quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating 
with the correct information.
 All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next is-
sue published. The correction will denote the issue, article 
and incorrect information along with the correction. Digital 
corrections will also be made and an editor’s note will be 
added to the bottom of the article in question noting what 
was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. If 
the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other on-
line medium controlled by The News-Review, a post will be 
made linking to the corrected article, noting the correction.
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Panelization...

CALL TODAY
(319) 656-5131

Encourage Kindness 
Today

Put a smile
in someone’s day

CLUES ACROSS
  1. McCarthy acolyte 
Roy
  5. Ancient Korean 
chiefdoms
 10. Not soft
 14. Jai __, sport
 15. Philosophy
 16. Do what you’re told
 17. Gaffe
 18. Widely known and 
esteemed
 19. Amusement park 
attraction
 20. Popular comic strip 
Viking
 22. Usually has a lid
 23. American sports-
caster
 24. Lung fibrosis
 27. General’s assistant 
(abbr.)
 30. Pouch
 31. Upset
 32. Partner to hem
 35. Astronomy unit of 
distance
 37. Witch
 38. Gradually disappear
 39. Regions
 40. Possesses
 41. Body parts
 42. A way to compre-
hend
 43. Defraud
 44. Sandwich type
 45. Expression of disap-
pointment
 46. Popular Dodge 
truck model
 47. The 17th letter of the 
Greek alphabet
 48. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
 49. Songs to a beloved
 52. Custom
 55. Partner to cheese
 56. West Indies trees
 60. Member of a Semitic 
people
 61. Plant that originated 
vegetatively
 63. Squandered one’s 
money
 64. Ethiopian river

 65. Excessive fluid ac-
cumulation in tissues
 66. Acquire by one’s 
efforts
 67. Irish goddess
 68. Hungarian village
 69. Cereal grasses
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Currency
  2. Ceramic jar
  3. Reagan’s Secretary 
of State
  4. God worshipped in 
Kanesh
  5. One thousand cubic 
feet (abbr.)
  6. Semitic
  7. About blood
  8. Benign tumors
  9. Move one’s head
 10. Hours (Spanish)
 11. Hebrew calendar 
month
 12. Advise someone
 13. Colors clothes
 21. The sun does it
 23. Concealed
 25. City of Angels hoops 
team (abbr.)
 26. Droop
 27. Away from one 

another
 28. Challenges
 29. A harsh scraping 
sound
 32. Attaches to a wall
 33. Capital of Ethiopia: 
__ Ababa
 34. German river
 36. Disappointed
 37. Star Wars character 
Solo
 38. Supervises flying
 40. Not mass-produced
 41. Nonsense
 43. Automobile
 44. Hogshead (abbr.)
 46. Soak in water
 47. Flower cluster
 49. Romanian city
 50. A parent is often one
 51. Fencing sword
 52. Body part
 53. Region
 54. Farm building
 57. Ali’s surname at 
birth
 58. Waxy bird beak 
covering
 59. Stiff bristles
 61. VCR button
 62. Small amount

CLUES ACROSS
1. Neckwear
7. Fish parts
13. Cooking
14. Quality
16. Rural delivery
17. Popular superhero
19. Partner to Pa
20. Shivering fits
22. Wrath
23. Linguistics pioneer
25. Large integers
26. A way to prepare 

food
28. Group of badgers
29. Peyton’s little 

brother
30. Rock out
31. Danish krone
33. Take from with 

force
34. Baroque musical 

instrument
36. Zodiac sign
38. Hebrew alphabet 

letter
40. Independent mem-

ber of a clone
41. Type of garment
43. Satisfy
44. One point south of 

due east
45. A way to wipe out
47. Moved quickly on 

foot
48. Bar bill
51. An idiot
53. Performed with the 

voice silent
55. Body fluids
56. Rhythmic patterns
58. “__ my i’s”
59. Type of wrap
60. It shows who you 

are
61. Carousel
64. Type of college 

degree
65. Molding
67. Closes again
69. Verses

70. Surface
CLUES DOWN
1. Short, thick stick
2. Rhode Island
3. Animals of the horse 

family
4. Very important 

persons
5. Folk singer Di 

Franco
6. Boredom
7. Long speech
8. Footballer Newton
9. Expression of sorrow 

or pity
10. Linear accelerator
11. One quintillion 

bytes
12. Smallest interval in 

Western music
13. Box
15. Cheese dish
18. Make a mistake
21. Done by all people 

or things
24. Circumference
26. Chum
27. Electrocardiogram
30. Sandwich chain 

Jimmy __
32. Showed old movie
35. Important event on 

Wall St.
37. Where wrestlers 

work
38. Free from contam-

ination
39. Eastern Canada 

coastal region
42. Slang for gun
43. High schoolers’ test
46. Fathers
47. Call it a career
49. Productive
50. Musical groups
52. Yellowish-brown
54. Lowest point of a 

ridge
55. Beloved late sports-

caster Craig
57. Fill up
59. Cardinal number 

that’s the sum of 5 
and 1

62. Frost
63. Jewel
66. Atomic #45
68. Top lawyer

This week’s crossword, sponsored by:

Atwood Electric, Inc.
641-622-3626

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

Easter and Hares
By Casey Jarmes |
The News-Review

Easter was a few days ago. 
I spent the holiday with the 
classic activities of going to 
church, visiting my family, 
watching a play where they 
pretended to torture a man 
to death, and watching kids 
collect little plastic eggs full 
of candy that were osten-
sibly laid by a rabbit. Hey, 
quick question? What’s the 
deal with the Easter Bunny? 
What does that have to do 
with a Christrian holiday 
centered around the son of 
God dying and coming back 
from the dead?

The answer is it’s compli-
cated. There is a tendency 
to try and ascribe a simple, 
straightforward explanation 
for the origins of traditions, 
but this can often result in 
misinformation, because A: 
traditions are complicated 
and evolve over centuries, 
and B: records for anything 
that emerged in the middle 
ages or earlier are spotty. A 
lot of Easter traditions don’t 
have any real religious sig-
nificance, other than loose 
symbolic connections. Eas-
ter is a holiday centered on 
ideas of rebirth and renewal. 
It is also a holiday celebrat-
ed during the springtime, 
which is also heavily linked 
with concepts of renewal. 
The fact that eggs contain 
new life is likely why, sym-
bolically, they began to be 
associated with Easter.

The dyeing of Easter eggs 
began in Eastern churches, 
where eggs are tradition-
ally dyed red, to represent 
the blood of Jesus. Eastern 
Christians continue to dye 
eggs bright blood red to the 
modern day, while in the 
West softer pastel colors that 
lack the original meaning 
became more common over 
time. Eggs also became as-
sociated with Easter due to 
the holiday being the end of 

Lent. In medieval Europe, 
Christians abstained from 
eating eggs during Lent, 
due to them being an ani-
mal product. But, of course, 
chickens continue laying 
eggs. Boiling or pickling 
eggs allows them to last lon-
ger, keeping food from being 
wasted, resulting in there 
being a ton of eggs ready to 
be eaten once the holiday 
comes.

So that’s eggs down, what 
about the rabbit? Well, what 
is the most famous trait of 
rabbits? That’s right, their 
constant, unrelenting cre-
ation of more rabbits. Lago-
morphs like rabbits or hares 
breed constantly, having 
multiple large litters each 
year, with females able to be-
come pregnant almost im-
mediately after giving birth. 
Hares are even capable of su-
perfetation, allowing them 
to be pregnant with multiple 
litters at once. Ancient writ-
ers like Pliny and Plutarch 
wrote that it was widely be-
lieved that hares were her-
maphrodites who self-im-
pregnated. This is patently 
false, but the belief found its 
way into medieval Christri-
anity, where hares became 
associated with the Virgin 
Mary. There is also the three 
hares symbol, an image of 
three hares in a circle, with 
their ears stuck together, 
which first emerged in 6th 
century China and spread 
across the Silk Road, with 
different cultures giving the 
icon different meanings. 
In Europe, the three hares 
icon became a symbol for 
the Holy Trinity commonly 
featured in Churches.

Over time, Hares became 
associated with Easter, and 
thus with eggs. Somehow, 
these symbols merged to-
gether into Osterhase (Eas-
ter hare), a German folk 
character that lays eggs on 
Easter. This might have 

stemmed from folk beliefs 
that hares laid eggs, be-
cause hares build and give 
birth in nests, but that’s just 
speculation. Osterhase also 
traditionally judged if chil-
dren were good or naughty 
before bringing eggs, simi-
lar to Santa Claus, another 
folk tradition with a messy 
origin. The oldest written 
mention of the Osterhase 
folk tradition came in 1682. 
In the 18th century, Ger-
man immigrants to the 
United States brought the 
tradition with them, leading 
to modern American Easter 
traditions. Americans also 
changed it from a hare to a 
rabbit. In Australia, where 
rabbits are a destructive in-
vasive species, they celebrate 
Easter not with an Easter 
lagamorph, but with an 
Easter Bilby, an endangered 
Australian marsupial.

There’s one more aspect of 
Easter to discuss, and it’s the 
aspect with the most com-
plicated origin: the name. 
In most languages, the word 
for Easter is the same as 
the word for Passover. The 
word “Easter” is exclusive 
to Germanic languages like 
English. “Easter” is derived 
from Ēostre, a Germanic pa-
gan spring goddess. Maybe. 
In 725, English monk Bede 
wrote that the then An-
glo-Saxon name for April, 
“Ēosturmōnaþ” (Ēostre's 
month) was derived from a 
long dead tradition of hav-
ing a feast celebrating Ēostre 
in April. By 725, worship of 
Ēostre had completely died 
out, leaving only the name. 
For modern English speak-
ers, this is comparable to 
how the word “Thursday” is 
named after the Norse god 
Thor, even though Norse 
pagan religion isn’t prac-
ticed anymore.

The thing is, Bede’s writ-
ings are the only historical 
mention of Ēostre worship 

and describe nothing about 
the goddess, except that the 
month was named after her. 
It’s possible that Ēostre was 
a goddess associated with 
springtime or the dawn, 
given the time of her festi-
val and the fact that Easter 
seems to be etymologically 
linked with the proto-ger-
manic word for dawn, but 
that’s just speculation. By 
the way, the words “Easter” 
and “East” share a common 
ancestor; “East” originally 
meant “toward the sunrise.”

In 1835, folklorist Jacob 
Grimm, of fairy tale fame, 
theorized, without evidence, 
that there was a connection 
between Ēostre and Easter 
eggs. One of Grimm’s con-
temporaries, Adolf Holtz-
mann, expanded on this, 
claiming that there must 
be a connection between 
Ēostre and hares, speculat-
ing that there was once a 
legend about Ēostre turn-
ing a bird into a hare. Later 
unscrupulous writers added 
on, making up a modern 
day myths about the pagan 
spring goddess Ēostre riding 
around on a chariot pulled 
by hares and turning an in-
jured bird into a hare that 
brings colored eggs. But, 
backing up for a moment, 
there is only a single histor-
ical mention of Ēostre, made 
years after worship died out, 
that did not mention hares, 
did not mention eggs, and 
did not mention anything at 
all other than a connection 
to an old name for April.

Easter is not a pagan hol-
iday, as Facebook memes 
claim. There isn’t a clear cut 
legend that traditions were 
derived from, because Eas-
ter traditions developed over 
centuries, without people 
writing down why they de-
veloped. The Easter Bunny 
doesn’t make sense because 
traditions are weird and of-
ten don’t make sense.

THE HISTORICAL VIEWPOINT



The News-ReviewThe News-Review Wednesday, Apr. 23, 2025 • 5

Please check with your church for updates, online services, postponements and 
cancellations. In light of COVID-19 measures, please contact your church to find 
out how services are being held or streamed online before attempting to attend.

Bain ElectricBain Electric
Gary Bain

910 North Main - Sigourney

641-622-3771
Residential and

Commercial 
Electrical WorkElectrical Work

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

BARNES CITY
Barnes City

Community Church
Rev. Marvin Freeborn
Sunday
Adult Sunday School 9 

a.m.
Worship 10 a.m./

Children’s Church

Barnes City United 
Methodist

Pastor Michelle 
Williamson

550 Pine St.
Worship, 4:30 p.m., 

Sunday

CEDAR
Cedar Christian

Reformed Church
Rev. John A. Ritsema
Morning Worship 9:30 

a.m.

Cedar United 
Methodist

Pastor Bob Voles
Sunday Worship 10:30 

a.m.
Children’s Sunday 

School 10:30 a.m.

DEEP RIVER
United Church of 

Deep River
319-664-3653
Every Sunday: 

Inspiration time, 10 
a.m.; Worship, 9 a.m.; 
1st Sunday of the month: 
Communion; 2nd 
Saturday of the month: 
Parish Council; Last 
Thursday of the month is 
the UCW meeting.

DELTA
Delta Christian 

Church
108 W 3rd St.
Worship: Sunday at 9 

a.m.

Delta Methodist 
Church

Vince Homan, Pastor
Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday School for 

Elementary age children is 
at 9:30-10:15 a.m.

FREMONT
Fremont Community 

Church
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Children’s Sunday 

School 9:30 a.m.
Adult Sunday School 

10:15 a.m.

First Baptist Church 
of Fremont

Pastors: Robb Bruns
Sunday School, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

GIBSON
Gibson Presbyterian 

Church
Amy McGriff and 

Robert Elgin, Pastors
Worship, 10 a.m.
Communion on the 

third Sunday of the month.

HEDRICK
The Church Of 

Living Water
Shane Jarr, Pastor
13 North Main St., 

Hedrick
Sunday School - 9:30 

a.m.; Sunday Worship 
- 10:40 a.m.; Evening 
Services - 7 p.m.

Bible Study Wednesdays 
- 6 p.m.

Hedrick First 
Christian

206 Park St. Hedrick
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; 

Gathering for Worship, 
10:45 a.m.

Hedrick Community 
Church

A Global Methodist 
Church

Michael Elrod, Pastor
203 N. Spring Street, 

Hedrick
641-653-4477
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship 

In Person, or online 
through our Facebook 
Page or www.hedrickumc.
org

KEOTA
Good Neighbor 

Fellowship
126 E Broadway
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday 

School, 10 a.m. Service
GriefShare Support 

Group Wednesdays March 
1 - May 24, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Holy Trinity Parish
109 N Lincoln St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop 

–
641-622-3426
Parish Office Phone –
641-636-3883
Office hours are-

Wednesday and Friday, 
9-11 a.m.

Bulletin deadline is 
Wednesday at 9 a.m. For 
ease in relaying messages 
for bulletin, send via 
email to: stmarysgrnyia@
telecom.net.

Sundays in January - Rel 
Ed. 9:30- 10:45 a.m.

United Church of 
Faith

201 North Ellis Street, 
PO Box 208

Keota, IA 52248
Pastor Cathy Nutting
(641) 636-3825
keotaucf@cloudburst9.

net - email
keotaucf.org - webpage
Keota United Church 

of Faith official page – 
facebook page

Sunday Worship Service 
9:00 a.m

KESWICK
Keswick and Webster

UMC
Pastor Brandi Meyer
319-430-7299
Keswick United 

Methodist Church
Service: 9:00 a.m.
Webster United 

Methodist Church 
Worship service: 10:00 
a.m.

Communion is on the 
1st Sunday of the month 
for both churches

New Life Fellowship
Pastor John Stringfellow
Hwy. 22 South, Keswick
319-738-3851
Sunday Services: 10 a.m.
Wed Teaching: 6:30 p.m.:
Evening of Praise: every 

third; Saturday of the 
month at 7 p.m.

LYNNVILLE
Lynnville Heart of 
Worship Church

Pastor Tom Pool
641-527-2758

MONTEZUMA
West Liberty Church 

Of Christ
7 miles west of 

Montezuma on Diamond 
Trail

Sunday
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Evening, 6 p.m.
Fourth Friday Night

NEW SHARON
The Lighthouse 

Church
641-637-2251
www.nsfcc.org
Pastor Eric Sneed
Sunday:
Sunday School, 9 a.m.
Worship, 10 a.m.
Wednesday:
WOW Kids, 6-7:30 p.m.
Thursday:
Prayer Connect, 5:50-

6:20 p.m.

New Sharon 
Assembly of God

www.newsharonag.org
Pastor Shane Farnum
Wednesday:
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Kingdom Kids (PreK-

6th)
Full LifeYouth (7th-12th)
Connection Groups
Sunday:
9 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship 

Service

New Sharon
Friends Church

Sunday
Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 10:45 

a.m.

New Sharon Harvest
Community Church
2083 Hwy. 102
David Pinkerton, Pastor
Phone: 641-295-0109
Sunday School, 8:45 a.m.
Fellowship, 9:30 a.m.
Worship, 10 a.m.

New Sharon
Lower Grove Church

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship, 10:30 a.m.

New Life Fellowship 
New Sharon

Lead Pastor Rick Baarda
w w w .

newlifefellowshipns.org
Ph. 641-637-2561
E m a i l : 

ne w l i fe fe l low s h ipn s @
gmail.com

Worship Service: 
Sunday, 9:15am (Church)

Children's Sunday 
School during pastor's 
morning message. 
(Church Basement)

Adult Small Group: 
Sunday, 10:30am (Church)

Adult Small Group: 
Wednesday, 1:30pm 
(McVay FC)

Chair Yoga: Wednesday, 
3:00 4:00pm (McVay FC)

G2C Youth Group (2-
6th)- Wednesday, 6:00 
-7:30pm (Church)

PROS Youth Group (7-
12th) - Wednesday, 6:30 - 
8:30pm (McVay FC)

Union Mills 
Christian

Church
Pastor Josh Martin
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship, 10:35 a.m.

OLLIE
Grace Family Church

The Rev. Dar Eckley, 
Pastor

24536 Hwy. 78, Box 64, 
Ollie, 52576

Sunday Worship - 10:15 
a.m. Sunday school-10:15 
a.m.

RocKnowledge Youth 
Group is Wednesdays at 
6:30 p.m.

Ollie Baptist Church
Church Phone: 641-667-

2841
208 South 3rd St
Sunday Worship: 9:30 

a.m.
Thu: 9 a.m. Sewing and 

Quilting

Prairie View Church, 
A Global Methodist 

Church
Pastor: Steven Lamb
641-667-2502
27131 Hwy 78, Ollie
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. 

Worship
Sunday School 7:50 a.m. 

and 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. 

C o n f i r m a t i o n / Yo u t h 
Group/Family Fun Night

OSKALOOSA
Park Church of 

Christ
1804 Burlington Road
Oskaloosa
David Pearce, Minister
Sunday Morning
9:30 a.m. Classes
10:30 a.m. Worship

PELLA
Peoria Christian 

Reformed Church
Pastor George Den 

Oudsten
10 miles west of New 

Sharon
office@peoriacrc.org
www.peoriacrc.org

Worship, 9:30 a.m. and 
6 p.m.

Sunday School,10:45 
a.m.

RICHLAND
Richland Methodist 

Church
Michael Elrod, Pastor
106 W. South St., 

Richland
319-456-2251
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. 

in person or Facebook 
page.

Trinity Friends 
Church

206 Main St, 
Pastor Jerry Hoover
641-919-8922
Sunday Worship 9:30 

a.m.

Woolson Friends 
Church

1005 Jasmine Ave,
Pastor Jerry Hoover
641-919-8922
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

ROSE HILL
Rose Hill 

Community Church
Rose Hill Community 

Church
Postor: Mike Sennett
2011 Main St. 
Sunday School- 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship- 10:15 

a.m.
Free Food Bank 

Distribution- Every 
second Friday of the 
month.

SEARSBORO
Searsboro 

Community Church
Sunday School, 10 a.m.
Worship, 11 a.m.

SIGOURNEY
Be the Light 

Ministry
200 Kramer St.
Sunday- 9 a.m. 

Traditional 
11 a.m. Contemporary
Sunday School (PK-6) 

10-10:45 a.m.

The Bethel Church
Pastor Nick Needham
319-329-6070
6 miles East of Sigourney 

on Highway 92.
Website: thebethelumc.

org
Sunday School at 9:30 

a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Member of the Global 

Methodist Church

First Baptist Church
Pastor Joe Hohenshell
308 N. Jefferson St. 319-

450-8333
Sunday School, 9 a.m.; 

Worship Service, 10 a.m.

First Presbyterian 
Church

215 N Jefferson St, 
Sigourney

Pulpit supply for Pastor
641-622-2247
Sunday Worship: 9:30 

a.m.

Christian Church of 
Sigourney

Dan Glandon, Pastor
308 S. Jefferson, 641-

622-2151
Sunday School all ages: 

9:30 a.m.
Traditional Service: 

10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study: 

Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.

Hope Lutheran 
Church, LCMS

The Rev. Richard Meyer
315 W. Kelly Street
Office: 319-668-2999
May-Sept.
Sunday: Worship at 11 

a.m. 
Communion the first 

and third Sunday

Oct-April
Saturday: Worship at 5 

p.m.
Communion the first 

and third Saturday

Lancaster Christian 
Church

Pastor John Stringfellow
22934 W. County Rd. 

V5G
641-541-0609
Sunday School: 9 a.m.; 

Worship Service: 10 a.m.

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church

415 E. Pleasant Valley, 
Sigourney

Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
Rectory: 641-622-3426
Sunday, Rel Ed Classes 

resume 9 - 10:15 a.m.

Sigourney United 
Methodist Church
Website: sigourneyumc.

com
Pastor Brandi Meyer
Sunday Worship 

Services - 11:00 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome

SOUTH ENGLISH
English River Church 

of the Brethren
29252 137th St., South 

English
319-667-5235
Worship 10 a.m.

SULLY
Sully Community 

Church
Pastor Jerry Morningstar
12559 S 92nd Ave E, 

Sully, IA 50251
(just east of the grass 

airstrip
south end of town)
641-594-4124
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday: Awana, 

Youth,
Men's and Women's 

Bible Studies
Check out our webpage 

for more information and 
live streaming of weekly 
worship services.

TAINTOR

Taintor Community 
Church

Pastor Joe Goemaat
641-569-3491
www.taintorchurch.org
Sunday
Worship, 10 a.m.
Thursday
Mid-week Bible Study, 6 

p.m.
All ages welcome

WELLMAN
St. Joseph

The Rev. Phil Roush
235 11th St. Wellman
Saturday 5 p.m.
Wednesday 8:30 p.m.
No Sunday mass

WHAT CHEER
What Cheer Baptist 

Church
Pastor DJ Danner
641-660-9948
109 E Briney
What Cheer
Sunday School: 9:30 

a.m.; Worship: 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday evening services, 
6:30 p.m.: 

Adult Bible Study: 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

What Cheer 
Methodist Church
The Rev. Vince Homan
Sunday School, 9:30; 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Second Tuesday - Local 

food event for Tr-County 
and Delta

Fourth Tuesday- Food 
Truck from Ottumwa 
Food Bank- Anyone in 
Keokuk County

What Cheer Hilltop 
Chapel

506 E Briney St., What 
Cheer

641-634-2990
Pastor John Bacon
Sunday Worship: 10 

-11:30 a.m. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m.
Womens Bible Study: 

Mondays at 6:30 p.m.
Mens fellowship: 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Community Kids 

Club: first-sixth grades 
Thursdays at 6 p.m.

Prayer Meeting: Third 
Friday each month at 6:30 
p.m.

Free Grace United
107 E Broadway Street 

What Cheer, IA 50268
Meeting Sundays at 10 

a.m.
Free Grace Recovery- 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m

B’s Sweet Treats
123 E Marion

Sigourney, IA 52591
641-224-8889

Come to us for all of your Ashby’s Ice 
Cream, Baking and Catering needs!!

223 N. Main St., Sigourney 
(Next to Phelps)
641-790-1115

The Value 
of Suffering
“Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all 
our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those 
in any trouble with 
the comfort we 
ourselves receive 
from God.”
2 Corinthians 
1:3-4 NIV

Suffering, almost by definition, is something 
we naturally wish to avoid. We want to live 
a life as pleasant and free from suffering as 

possible. And yet, suffering seems built into the 
very fabric of life. The delicious meal ends, and our 
satiety soon becomes a boredom that awaits the next 
pleasure. The glass of wine is sweet, and buoys our 
spirits, but comes with a hangover. Looking on the 
object of our desire has within it the pain of longing 
unfulfilled, or if fulfilled, the realization that most of 
life’s pleasures are empty, fleeting things that bring 
no lasting pleasure. The Buddha said that life is 
essentially suffering, and that we suffer because we 
desire. We desire what we do not have and desire 
that things be different than they are, and all of this 
leaves a taint on the very fabric of existence. But can 
we find a way to affirm life, despite, or even because 
of the suffering? Philosophers and saints tell us that suffering has 
value for building character, but this doesn’t change the fact that 
when we’re suffering, we want it to end. The prayer to end suffering 
is perhaps the most common prayer: “Take this pain away, dear Lord, 
and make me whole again.” Other than offering up our suffering as a 
kind of penance, and finding value therein, the only real relief from 
suffering is to share it with others, to let others know we are suffering 
and to find solace in suffering together. The words “compassion” and 
“commiserate” both have this sense of suffering together with others, 
and in the end, perhaps the true value of suffering is that it forces us to 
recognize our shared humanity.
– Christopher Simon

SUNDAY
March 6, 2022

1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel
Deuteronomy 

26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 

9-16
Romans 
10:8b-13

Luke 4:1-13

We are unknown to ourselves in many ways, and 
experience is often the great teacher which shows us 
who we really are. When faced with difficult people 

we discover how patient we can be. When faced with a task 
which requires us to press beyond our limits we discover the 
limits of our strength and endurance. We should welcome these 
experiences as lessons from God and realize that God is shaping 
us for His purposes, not ours. And we should remember that 
God knows us far better than we know ourselves, and only He 
knows the plans he has for us. We will be revealed to ourselves 
slowly but surely and we should take comfort that this is an 
unveiling that takes place over an entire life. Because we change 
over the course of our lives, what we discovered in our youth 
will be superceded by what we discover as mature adults. 
–Christopher Simon

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, 
I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways 
of childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection as in 
a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
1 Corinthians 13:11-12 NIV

“ “

The Long Journey 
of Discovery

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110
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MISC
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Gener-
ator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-954-
5087 today to schedule 
a free quote. It's not just 
a generator. It's a power 
move. __________INCN
___________________

Does your basement or 
crawl space need some 
attention? Call Thrash-
er Foundation Repair! 
A permanent solution 
for waterproofing, fail-
ing foundations, sinking 
concrete and nasty crawl 
spaces. FREE Inspec-
tion & Same Day Esti-
mate. $250 off ANY proj-
ect with code GET250. 
Call 1-866-554-1730 __
_______________INCN
___________________

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica's #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-376-4154 __
_______________INCN

KNOW
VAPE

DID YOU KNOW: 
E-cigarettes come in a 
variety of shapes and 
sizes and may not look 
like a tobacco product, 
which can make them 
hard to spot. 

DID YOU KNOW:
Most e-cigarettes 
contain nicotine, the 
same highly addictive 
drug in cigarettes. Some 
e-cigarettes may contain 
as much nicotine as a 
pack of 20 regular 
cigarettes. 

DID YOU KNOW:
E-cigarettes may lead to negative health consequences 
such as: 
- Cancerous tumor development
- Preterm deliveries and stillbirths in pregnant women
- Harmful effects on brain and lung development
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Atwood Electric, Inc.
Our Commitment To You:

• Quality  • Integrity
• Service

23124 Hwy. 149 641-622-3626
P.O. Box 311 800-247-0214
Sigourney, IA 52591 Fax: 641-622-2438
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23124 Hwy.149
P.O. Box 311
Sigourney, IA 52591

641-622-3626
800-247-0214

Fax: 641-622-2438

iowanotices.orgiowanotices.org
All Iowa public notices in one place... 
free, searchable and online
All Iowa public notices in one place... 
free, searchable and online

Without 
public notices, 

you’re left 
guessing

Public notices in our newspaper let 
everyone know what is happening 

that might affect them.

Since knowing is so important, we 
joined the other newspapers in Iowa 
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Sigourney, Iowa
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Tri-County Community Schools
Job Openings

Tri-County Community Schools has the following 
job openings for the 2025-2026 school year:

- Science Teacher - Spanish Teacher
- PK-6 Music Teacher - HS Football Coach
- HS Girls Wrestling Coach - HS Boys Wrestling Coach
- HS Cheer Coach - JH Baseball Coach
- JH Football Coach - JH Girls Wrestling Coach
- 7-12 Vocal Music and Instrumental Band Teacher
Interested applicants please submit a resume/application or 

letter of interest to: Jennifer Berg, Principal
Open until filled - E.O.E
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K E O TA — M a r y 
Lou Miller, age 88 of 
Keota, died Wednes-
day, April 16, 2025 at 
her home.

Mary Lou was 
born October 8, 1936, 
in Washington, the 
daughter of William 
and Armorelle (Mc-
Creedy) Miller and 
graduated from Keota 
High School in 1953. 
Mary Lou worked 
for Fagen Elevator 
and Wilson Meats in 
Cedar Rapids before 
working as the Assistant to the Registrar at University of Iowa 
for 39 years. She immensely enjoyed her family, and the Iowa 
Hawkeyes, where she never missed a home game in many 
years.

GO HAWKS! In her younger years she enjoyed playing lots 
of golf. She currently played in five different card clubs and 
regularly went out to eat with her group of friends. Mary Lou 
was infamous for her lead foot.

Survivors include her son: Bill (Necole) Miller of Keota; 
three grandchildren: Lakin Miller of Keota, Kevin (Teresa) 
Miller of Keota, and Maleah Miller of Cedar Rapids and three 
great grandchildren: Adyson, Kendryck, and Krew. She was 
preceded in death by her parents and two sisters: Betty Stout-
ner and Phyllis Lyle.

Funeral Service was held at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 19, 
2025, at the United Church of Faith in Keota, with Rev. Erin 
Kaye officiating. Burial was at the Keota Cemetery. Visitation 
was held from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Friday, April 18, 
2025, at Powell Funeral Home in Keota.

A memorial fund has been established for Hospice of Wash-
ington County or the Keota Fire Department. Powell Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in Keota is caring for Mary Lou 
and her family. Tributes may be made at www.powellfuneral-
homes.com.

Mary Lou Miller
1936-2025

Services: Apr. 19, 10:30 a.m.
Visitation: Apr. 18, 4–7 p.m.

POWELL FUNERAL HOME
KEOTA

the Lord for three years, but 
that’s human beings...I guess 
I’ve been typecast. Some-
body’s got to do it, I don’t 
mind...It’s always (a chal-
lenge) finding the time. It’s a 
very busy time of the year, es-
pecially for us farmers. We’re 
planting the fields right now. 
But it’s well worth the time.”

“We had tons of (schedul-

ing) troubles,” said Mousel. 
“We had everybody from el-
ementary kids to farmers in 
the field and high school and 
track and all those schedules 
and planting season, and so if 
the cast is willing to roll with 
the punches along with us we 
can pull it together with the 
grace of God.”

PASSION PLAY from pg. 2

TRI-COUNTY FFA from pg. 2

that realm, to help support 
agriculture and support farm-
ers in any way that’s possible,” 
said Zittergruen. “On social 
media, in the media, farmers 
and agriculture get the bad 
rep. They always are the ones 
who are seen in a negative 
light, and I can see that even 

more in my classes at Iowa 
State; when I bring up agri-
culture in my non-agriculture 
classes, kids are always want-
ing to look at me weird. And I 
just want to help advocate and 
communicate what agricul-
ture truly does for our country 
every single day.”Keota Elementary Kids Learn About Summer Safety

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

KEOTA – Keota Elemen-
tary held a Summer Safety 
event on April 14, with seven 
local organizations speaking 
to kids about the importance 
of safety.

“Kids need to be safe,” said 
Nurse Cathy Thalken. “I can 
help them throughout the 

school year, but during the 
summer, they need to know 
not to play with gasoline, not 
to play with guns, to wear 
their bike helmets, to stop at 
stop signs on their bicycle, 
sun safety for sunscreen. So 
we just need to make sure 
kids are safe all year long.”

Speakers included the Ke-
okuk County Conservation 

speaking about water safety, 
the importance of lifejackets, 
and wild animals; Keokuk 
County Public Health speak-
ing about the importance of 
sun screen; the Keota Fire 
Department speaking about 
fire safety; Megan Mwangi of 
Complete Care Iowa speak-
ing about hydration and 
heat stroke; Keokuk County 

Ambulance speaking about 
road safety; Jackie Morgan of 
the new Keota Clinic speak-
ing about mosquitos and 
poisonous plants; and the 
Washington County Sher-
iff’s Department speaking 
about gun and ATV safety. 
Keokuk County Ambulance 
also handed out fifty bicycle 
helmets.

Pekin Board Discusses Yearbook Costs, AEA Costs
By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

PACKWOOD – During 
the April 14 meeting of the 
Pekin School Board, while 
going over the bills to pay, 
board member Mike Da-
vis noted that the yearbook 
club’s budget had gone nega-
tive and asked how long it had 
been like that. Superinten-
dent Jeff Maeder stated that 
the yearbook club also fin-
ished negative last year and 
that it had been negative or 
breaking even for a while, but 
that this was the biggest defi-
cit it had had. Board member 
Sherry Bemis stated that the 
board doesn’t let other orga-
nizations operate in the red, 
asking why they allow the 
yearbook club to do so and 
saying it wasn’t equitable to 
tell other programs they can’t 
do things when this one is 
in the red. Board President 
J.J. Greiner noted that there 
were $2,000 in expenses for 
the club this month, calling it 
concerning and asking what 
they were for. Board Secre-
tary Kaye Gilbert stated it 
was the deposit to Jostens to 
get the yearbooks printed.

Greiner stated that, if the 
activity fund is negative, it 
has to be covered out of the 
general fund. He pointed out 
that the board is currently 
making cuts to the general 
fund to try and save money. 
Greiner asked if they weren’t 
charging enough for year-
books. Maeder stated that 
was part of it. He stated that 
yearbooks don’t have the 
same appeal these days. He 
wondered out loud if there 
was a cheaper alternative to 
yearbooks. 7-12 Principal 
Shawn Dorman stated that 
Jostens also does signature 
books. Elementary Principal 
Liz Goodwin noted that the 
elementary also has a year-

book and that it isn’t a huge 
profit. Bemis stated they 
would need to keep an eye 
on things going forward and 
maybe do something differ-
ent in the future.

The board discussed a 
service agreement to give 
$70,000 in flow through dol-
lars to the AEA in return for 
services. Maeder noted that 
this year’s service agreement 
removed $15,000 for pro-
viding a librarian, a position 
which he is looking at other 
options to fill, and cut the 
math consultant days from 
17 to 9. Bemis raised con-
cerns about the plan in the 
service agreement to pay for 
an AEA literacy consultant, 
stating that Pekin’s TLC in-
structional strategist could 
do the same job and already 
knows staff and students. She 
stated that the district needed 
to get the most bang for its 
buck when making cuts and 
that it was better to use exist-
ing Pekin staff. Baumberger 
asked if they should do the 
same with the math consul-
tant; Bemis stated that they 
should not, because there is 
new curriculum for math 
this year, in contrast with 
literacy, where the new cur-
riculum has been used for a 
year. Bemis stated this wasn’t 
a lot but that every penny 
counts and that they had to 
be responsible with money.

Greiner stated that AEA 
costs are high, with many 
consultants costing more 
than $1,000 per day. He stat-
ed that there was no doubt 
the AEA provided great ser-
vice, but that the AEA had 
excessive spending and the 
board needed to do its due 
diligence and ensure those 
costs were not passed onto 
the district, due to recent 
legislature cuts to the AEA. 
Maeder stated that there are 
levels of expertise at the AEA 

that they don’t have at Pekin, 
but that it was the board’s 
decision. Greiner asked if 
there were other companies 
that provided these services 
and stated they needed to get 
quotes. Davis stated that it 
was hard to accept the daily 
AEA costs. Bemis stated they 
needed to be cautious with 
how they used flow through 
dollars and that they need to 
build expertise, then phase 
out AEA positions and use 
their own staff. Maeder stat-
ed that, the next time the dis-
trict did a service agreement, 
it would be good to have a few 
board members there to talk 
with the AEA. The board ul-
timately approved the agree-
ment, with Ray Fear and 
Sherry Bemis voting against 
it.

Maeder stated he has spo-
ken to the district’s insurance 
company, who told him that, 
because the high school roof 
has a leak in it, it will have to 
be repaired for them to cover 
it. Maeder stated that, the last 
time there was a large storm, 
they had to place a five gallon 
bucket to catch the worst leak 
and that a few ceiling tiles got 
wet and had to be replaced. 
He stated that the school 
doesn’t have any structural 
problems and that the worst 
thing that could happen is 
wet floors in the hallways af-
ter a big storm. Maeder stated 
that it will cost the same to re-
place part of the roof as to re-
place multiple roofs and that 
they could delay roof repairs 
until they had more work to 
do. Baumberger asked if the 
damaged roof not being cov-
ered would lower insurance 
costs and Maeder stated he 
didn’t know. Greiner stated 
that there would be more 
roof work needed in two-
three years, with Maeder ex-
plaining that wind damage 
to the elementary roof will 

eventually force it to be fixed. 
Greiner stated that roofs are 
frustrating because compa-
nies put guarantees to repair 
them, but the board doesn’t 
look back and get roofs fixed 
under warranty.

The board approved an ac-
tivity agreement with South-
east Christian to allow their 
students to participate in Pe-
kin activities. Bemis asked if 
it was in line with upcoming 
legislation that prevents dis-
tricts from charging students 
from other schools more to 
participate and Maeder stat-
ed there is language in the 
agreement that will strike 
anything that is not com-
pliant with the law. Greiner 
stated that, in the future, he 
would like to look into rais-
ing fees for students from 
other schools, if the legisla-
tion fails.

Maeder explained that 
there are issues with the 
irrigation system for the 
football field, which is high 
maintenance, unreliable, and 
usually repaired with used 
parts. Dorman explained 
that it is 26 years old, no lon-
ger serviced by the company 
that builds it, and that 4/12 
zones are faulty. The board 
approved irrigation improve-
ments out of PPEL

The board approved giv-
ing new and veteran staff 
members the same cap for 
insurance, which will simpli-
fy things but cost the district 
$21,000 more next year. The 
board approved purchasing 
new math curriculum. The 
board approved a contract 
with a medicaid filing com-
pany. The board approved 
a bid from Gullett Fence to 
install a 30 foot tall baseball 
backstop for safety reasons. 
The board approved having 
online secondary summer 
school classes to help stu-
dents behind on credits.

Sigourney Council Approves Closing 
Street for Short Film in July

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – During 
the April 16 meeting of the 
Sigourney City Council, the 
council met with local film-
maker Jacob Glandon, who 
requested permission to film 
scenes for his short film on 
the Sigourney Square in the 
middle of July. The short 
film, titled “Digitized,” is 
set to feature a scene filmed 
on Jefferson during the af-
ternoon, where a character 
runs alongside a car, and a 
scene filmed on Washington 
late at night, where a char-
acter walks past the Copper 
Lantern. Mayor Jim Morlan 
asked what the purpose of 
the film was. Glandon stated 
it was a passion project that 
would be part of his portfolio, 
and also that it would pro-
mote the town, with twelve 
cast and crew members com-
ing to Sigourney to film the 
scenes. Glandon estimated 
that there would be 1-2 hours 
of filming, twenty minutes of 

which would be required for 
the car scene. Glandon asked 
the council if they thought he 
would need to close the road 
during filming. Councilman 
Adam Clark stated that they 
should close the streets just 
to be safe and that the sher-
iff’s department could send a 
deputy to ensure the filming 
was safe. After discussing a 
few possible times, the coun-
cil approved closing parts of 
the two streets on Sunday, 
July 20, from 1-4 p.m. and 
8-11 p.m.

Councilman Gary Ios-
baker stated he, as part of 
KCED, met with Keota com-
munity groups about their 
planned daycare, which is 
set to be opened in the Ke-
ota elementary school, and 
stated that there were finan-
cial challenges, but he was 
optimistic about how things 
were moving forward at Ke-
ota. He stated that plans for a 
Sigourney daycare weren’t as 
far along and featured more 
financial challenges, due to 

problems with overhead, be-
cause the Sigourney daycare 
is currently planned to be set 
up in a separate building. He 
stated that it is desperately 
difficult to sustain a daycare, 
given the level of revenue it 
can generate, and that they 
needed to explore alternative 
approaches. He also stated 
he had reached out to other 
area school districts to form 
alliances.

The council approved a 
budget estimate for the up-
coming fiscal year featuring 
a tax asking of $16.01045 
per $1,000 of taxable eval-
uation on regular property 
and $3.00375 per $1,000 on 
agriculture property. The 
council approved requesting 
Brothers Market round up in 
July to help pay for the band 
and other parts of the city 
4th of July celebration. Public 
Works Director Don Nor-
thup stated that the updated 
wastewater permit reduced 
the frequency his depart-
ment is required to sample 

the town’s water from twice 
a week to once a week, which 
would save time and money. 
The council approved cut-
ting the city hall office assis-
tant hours from 32-40 per 
week to 16-20, while keeping 
dental and vision benefits; 
Councilman Ed Conrad ex-
plained that the position was 
changed from part time to 
full time a few years ago to 
work as the assistant for the 
police chief as well, a duty 
that is no longer needed, 
and that the office assistant’s 
hours could be increased 
again in the future if the city 
got a new police chief.

Councilman Randy Schul-
tz brought up the food trucks 
which had been parked 
around town recently, noting 
that they were competition 
for brick and mortar restau-
rants and asking if they had 
permits. Morlan was unsure 
if the ordinances require per-
mits for food trucks and said 
they could discuss this at the 
next meeting.

Supervisors Approve 
Roadwork Bid

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – During 
the April 21 meeting of the 
Keokuk County Board of 
Supervisors, the board ap-
proved a $677,000 bid for 
road work near Hayesville 
which is set to begin in Oc-
tober. This was significant-
ly below the $820,000 esti-
mate. Supervisor Michael 

Hadley asked why it was 
lower and Casey Clarah-
an of the road department 
speculated it was because 
the company is already do-
ing work in the area. Super-
visor Daryl Wood asked 
about the Keswick Road 
and Clarahan speculated it 
work would be completed 
in three months, assuming 
there isn’t heavy rain.

Keota Student Awarded 
Scholarship from Iowa Masons

Keota Jr.-Sr. High School 
student Kimberly Clarahan 
will be awarded a scholar-
ship from the Grand Lodge 
of Iowa, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons. 26 Iowa 
high school students were se-
lected to receive a scholarship 

award from a pool of over 
440 applicants. Iowa Masons 
award scholarships each year 
in recognition of a student’s 
academic performance, com-
munity activities, leadership, 
and financial need.

Keota FFA Students Compete at State
Keota FFA students com-

peted at the 97th Iowa FFA 
Leadership Conference on 
April 16. Brody Greiner 
and Isaac Striegel received 
a Gold Rating in Chapter 
Activity Board. Grace Con-
ger received a Silver Rating 
and placed 7th in Secretary’s 
Book. Ava Greiner, Jake Mor-
ris, Gavin Sieren and Jackson 
Vittetoe received a Silver Rat-

ing in Team Ag Sales. Keota’s 
State Champion Soil Judging 
Team, consisting of Ayden 
Galindo, Jack Greiner, Jacob 
Libe and Jackson Vittetoe 
were recognized on stage. 
Six Keota members (Izzi Ch-
alupa, Jace Chalupa, Grace 
Conger, Reese Conrad, Isaac 
Striegel and Jax Weber) re-
ceived their Iowa Degrees.
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April Flowers Have Come Our Way!
By Sheryl L. Carter

Another week has flown 
by and it is Saturday already. 
I see the date for this column 
next week is Wednesday, 
April 23, which is also the 
birthday of our little sister, 
Jerelyn Lee, who was born on 
the 23rd in 1956. She would 
have been 69! Now that’s just 
plain hard to believe as she 
was always our “baby sister”. 
Jerelyn passed away three 
years ago next month from 
ALS. Also hard to believe 
she has been gone this long 
already.

And another thing that’s 
difficult to believe is that my 
husband, Loren Gale Carter, 
passed away on April 24—
seven years ago already. That 
really doesn’t seem possible, 
but at least I am not sobbing 
my heart out any longer, 
which is good. It’s darn hard 
to say good-bye to a precious 
someone when you have lived 
most of your lives together. 

I was barely 23, and he was 
24 ½ when we were married 
in 1966, 59 years ago this 
August, when we were both 
young and dumb. We knew 
how to hold down a good 
job (he did) and how to run 
a home (me), but there was a 
whole lot we needed to learn 
about marriage, each other, 
raising kids, and the Lord. 
Like many folks, we strug-
gled through, and had many 
good years and family times 
together, with an undying 
gratitude, as well as uncon-

ditional love for one another 
that surrounded us both. 

Also when you get this 
paper next week, April 25 is 
another special day, as that 
is Petey and Pippi’s, my two 
cats, birthdays. They will be 
five years old. Thankfully, 
the get-into-everything stag-
es are pretty much over, and 
they know what to do, and I 
know what to expect. They 
are sweet good cats, and fine 
companions for me.

Last Sunday, however, we 
had a bit of a glitch when 
before leaving for Sunday 
school I noticed Pippi had a 
swelling on her cheek, and 
she seemed a bit down. By the 
time I returned from church 
two hours later, she had al-
ready deteriorated, so I had to 
call the emergency vet over in 
Grinnell, scoop her up in the 
cat carrier, and run her over.

The good vet met us there, 
examined her, found she had 
a high temperature, and said 
the swelling on her cheek 
was an abscess, probably 
from a bite or a scratch. He 
gave her a shot of strong an-
tibiotic that will last for three 
weeks, plus another shot for 
fever and pain. Gratefully, I 
brought her back home and a 
couple of hours later she had 
already responded by feeling 
much better, and continues 
to do so. I wish these illnesses 
didn’t arise on the weekends, 
however, as the cost is so 
much higher then.

My white lilac bushes are in 
full bloom. Those few days of 

warm sun and higher temps 
this week did it, and they 
opened right out. Also the 
tulips, daffodils, and blue 
and white bells continue to 
be a riot out there, and just 
yesterday with the warm sun, 
and then our good inch rain 
two nights ago my hostas are 
coming up!! Oh, joy! 

I’ve been able to write in 
my new novel, “Dark River”, 
quite a bit this week and very 
grateful to get back into it at 
last. You need to be able to 
sleep half way good at night 
in order to have the brain 
working, and the juices flow-
ing to be able write a decent 
story. 

Wednesday I went out to 
WCF at church, enjoyed the 
prayer time, but came back 
home part way through 
the lesson as couldn’t hear 
a thing that was being said. 
Next time I need to sit in the 
middle of the seating and not 
on the end. That afternoon 
I wrote some more, then 
went over to visit my good 
friend who loves just across 
the driveway in my Mom’s 
old apartment. This lady is a 
special buddy and we so en-
joy visiting together. Later I 
picked her a nice bouquet of 
flowers and took over. She 
was delighted, and said, “You 
have brought Spring to me!”

Thursday was stuff around 
here, and on Friday I got in 
Jazzy and drove up to Costco 
in Ankeny to pick up the new 
lenses in my old frames that 
still look fine. It was a good 

trip up and back. I picked up 
some stock up items as I rare-
ly go there anymore, even 
though it is a nice trip. I also 
filled up my gas tank to the 
tune of $2.60 a gallon. I still 
needed to stop at Newton 
Walmart on the way home, 
and get the rest of my weekly 
shopping needs. We had had 
a good rain the night before, 
and the clouds were low and 
gray with some misting. A 
chill wind was also blowing, 
so I was glad to get home to 
my warm cozy house.

Today I haven’t been worth 
much at all, and was already 
in my lymph pump for a 
good nap by mid-morning. 
I guess I can’t go full steam 
ahead every day.

Tomorrow morning is the 
Sunrise Service out at our 
church at 6:30 am, but not 
sure if I will go or not. De-
pending on if I sleep well or 
not. They are serving break-
fast after, and I know it will 
be good as it always is, but 
thinking I probably won’t be 
able to eat it as I am gluten 
free again, and also egg free 
for awhile, giving time to 
detox my body, etc, and deal 
with some things that have 
been going on. 

Well, that is the news from 
Lake Woebegon for this 
week—oh, I mean, from the 
High Prairie, and Sully, the 
little town that sits right up 
here on it. 

Until next time! 

By Jackie Perkins
Monday, April 21, 2025...

The furnace is still running 
each day, but lawns have been 
mowed, spring flowering 
trees are just beautiful, and it 
rained all day on Easter Sun-
day!

Several years ago, In the 
early 90's, while I was work-
ing at the school, a young 
couple moved into our com-
munity. This was Byron and 
Deann Johnson who moved 
here for Byron to teach. We 
gained an amazing couple, 
who seemed to blend in with 
everyone. They loved the 
kids and even enjoyed being 
around folks that were their 
parents age or older! Deann 
worked in Ottumwa and was 
a wonderful caring person. 
She loved to cook, and most 
of all...loved to laugh!

Byron loved basketball, wa-
ter skiing and farming. In the 
summer, Byron would help 
Paul Versteegh as they built 
new homes and he learned 
skills that he would use the 
rest of his life. During that 
time we formed a card club 
of eight couples, and they 
joined up. Each month we 
had a great time, having 
lunch together, playing cards 
all afternoon and visiting. It 
was a wonderful time, and 
our Hollee (from next door) 
and Sylvia (our exchange 
student from Germany) was 
always hopeful that someone 
wouldn't be able to attend so 
they could play with us and 
they could fill in.

After a few years, Byron 
received an opportunity to 
return home to Aplington 
and be a part of the fami-
ly farm. They moved a few 
hours north, settled into the 
home Bryon had been raised 
in and got a dog. The dog was 
named "Fremont".

Over the next few years, 
we continued playing cards 
monthly and the Johnsons 
continued to drive down and 
once a year, the other seven 
couples would travel north. It 
was always fun to see the sign 
"You're not Dreamin', you're 

in Beam an!". That meant we 
were close!

Over the next few years, 
two sons joined the family, 
Alex and Landon. They are 
now both grown, and there 
are two little grandchildren. 
Greg and I have kept pretty 
close contact through the 
years and made it a point to 
see them at least once a year. 
Several years ago, at Thanks-
giving time, Byron was 
working with the harvest, 
driving the semi when he 
was distracted, and a horrible 
thing happened, he was hit 
by a train. He spent months 
in low City with brain inju-
ries, lost an eye, messed up 
his leg, and many other in-
juries to his body. Through it 
all, Deann was a prayer war-
rior by his side. She sent out 
regular updates, and finally a 
long time later, they returned 
to their home, to continue 
with therapy. The plate that 
replaced part of his skull be-
came infected at least three 
times over the years and had 
to be replaced. Each time 
he had to wear a helmet for 
the time after removal until 
healed and replaced with the 
next. They were both amaz-
ing through it all! Surgeries 
continued on his leg as well, 
and eventually, he was able 
to get back to his love of the 
land, farming on the family 
farm.

Over a year ago, Byron 
underwent hip replacement, 
and sadly he remained in 
constant pain, but continued 
to carry on. Early on Easter 
morning, I received a text 
message from Deann saying 
that Byron had a farm acci-
dent late Saturday, and passed 
away from his injuries. I am 
so heartbroken with this loss. 
Why would this amazing life 
go through so much and still 
be taken from us? So if you 
would say a little prayer for 
Deann, Alex, Landon and 
their families, please do so.

And for those of you work-
ing the land this season, 
please be careful!

Food Safety 
Certification Class

Iowa State University (ISU) 
Extension and Outreach is 
offering a food safety train-
ing for food service managers 
on June 26 at the Mahaska 
County Extension Office in 
Oskaloosa.

“Certification in ServSafe® 
meets the Iowa Food Code 
requirements to have a certi-
fied food protection manager 
in all establishments,” said 
Cathy Drost, class instruc-
tor and ISU Extension and 
Outreach health and human 
sciences educator. "We live 
in a time when food safety 
hazards and risks are prev-
alent. Serving safe food is 
mandatory. This eight-hour 
program aims to train food 
service professionals about 
food safety requirements and 
best practices to meet them.”

According to Drost, the 
program is based on the Na-
tional Restaurant Associa-
tion’s ServSafe® certification 
program and the Iowa Food 
Code. The class is beneficial 
for foodservice managers 
from all areas such as schools, 
restaurants, convenience 
stores, child care, senior meal 
sites and health care. Partic-
ipants will receive a copy of 
the ServSafe® Manager train-
ing manual and will take the 
ServSafe® certification exam.

Registrations close three 
weeks before class on June 
5. For more information 
about the program, contact 
Suzette Striegel at (641) 673-
5841 or visit www.extension.
iastate.edu/humansciences/
servsafe/.

Don’t be a Stinker
And cause a Clinker

Use your Blinker!

ISU Extension in Mahaska hosts Iowa Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program Training on April 30

Iowa State University Ex-
tension and Outreach in 
Mahaska County is proud 
to announce a partnership 
with the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship (IDALS) to host 
an Iowa Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program (FMNP) 
vendor training on April 30 
at 9 am. This training is for 
fruit and vegetable growers, 
as well as honey producers, 
who sell their products at 
farmers markets, and is the 

initial step toward FMNP 
certification, a requirement 
for farmers who wish to ac-
cept FMNP vouchers.

The Iowa FMNP, admin-
istered by IDALS with sup-
port from the Iowa Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services, is vital in support-
ing local farmers and pro-
viding access to fresh, local-
ly grown produce for eligible 
seniors and WIC families. 
In 2024, over 14,000 seniors 
and 30,000 mothers and 

children in Iowa received 
FMNP vouchers, contrib-
uting to the certification of 
more than 600 farmers at 
125 farmers markets and 100 
farmstands. Certified farm-
ers saw an average increase 
of $1,800 in sales through 
FMNP participation.

The training will take 
place at the Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach office in Mahas-
ka Coounty, located at 212 
North I Street, Oskaloosa, 

on Wednesday April 30 at 9 
am. Attendance is free, but 
preregistration is mandato-
ry. For registration and fur-
ther details, please contact 
Suzette Striegel by phone 
641-673-5841 or email strie-
gel@iastate.edu.

For regarding FMNP 
vendor certification, please 
contact IDALS at 515-725-
1179 or FarmersMarket@
IowaAgriculture.gov.

Encourage Kindness 
Today
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Loan Administrator 
Position Available
Come be a part of the County Bank Team! We are seeking 
candidates for a full-time Loan Administrator at the main office 
in Sigourney, Iowa. This position is responsible for maintaining 
and generating all loan documents, provide operations support 
to loan officers, reviewing loan files, scanning loan documents 
and input of loans onto system. Strong attention to detail and 
excellent communication skills are needed. Applications
may be obtained at the bank at 201 South Jefferson Street
in Sigourney or by email request to Amy Wilcox at 
awilcox@yourcountybank.com. County Bank is
an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

201 S Jefferson St, • Sigourney, IA 52591
Phone 641-622-2525 • Fax 641-622-2893

PAT Teller
Position Available
Come be a part of the County Bank Team! We are seeking 
candidates for a full-time PAT Teller at the main office in 
Sigourney, Iowa. This position is responsible for providing 
prompt and friendly service to bank customers by processing a 
variety of transactions through a secure video connection with 
machines at multiple locations. Excellent communication and 
customer service skills are needed. Applications may be
obtained at the bank at 201 South Jefferson Street in 
Sigourney or by email request to Amy Wilcox at 
awilcox@yourcountybank.com. County Bank is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

All Iowa public notices in one place... 
free, searchable and online!

HOW ARE 
YOUR LOCAL 

TAXES SPENT?

WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICES, 
YOU’RE LEFT GUESSING.
You have a right to know how state 
and local governments spend your 
hard-earned tax dollars -- and it’s 
your responsibility to find out. 
Without public notice, you’re left 
to guess how elected officials are 
spending your money.

Sigourney boys golf picks up two wins 
By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

ALBIA – The weather out-
side isn’t the only thing that 
seems to be warming up.

Despite a busy week last 
week the Sigourney boys golf 
team picked up two wins as 
they participated in three 
meets last week. 

The week started off on 
Monday as the Savages took 
on both HLV and English 
Valleys in a triangular meet. 

Peyton Roth of HLV won 
the overall medalist honors, 
but Solon Yates was second 
on the leaderboard with a 
39. Ike Molyneux was able 
to shoot a 40 to finish third. 

Jordan Tremmel finished in a 
tie for fourth with 41 strokes. 
Isaac Bruns was seventh 
overall with a score of 43. 
That tied him with teammate 
Josh Wyatt. Cain Weber shot 
a 51 to finish 12.

On April 17 the Savages 
were again in action as they 
bested Montezuma 151-201.

Solon Yates continued his 
dominance of the course as 
he finished with a 34. Ike 
Molyneux was able to shoot 
a 37. 

Cain Weber finished with a 
38. Josh Wyatt shot a 42 

Jordan Tremmel and Isaac 
Bruns finished with a 44 and 
a 45 respectively. 

Tuesday the Savages were 

in Albia for one of their first 
18-hole tests of the season. 
Overall the Savages finished 
second with 326 total strokes. 
Albia won the meet.

Yates was the leader for the 
Savages as he finished third 
overall with a 78, just one 
stroke behind second place, 
and four strokes off the pace 
of the overall medalist. 

Tremmel was sixth with 
81 strokes on his score card. 
He was followed by Weber 
in ninth with 83 strokes. 
Molyneux was 10th with 84 
strokes. 

Bruns shot an 87 to tie him 
in 15th. Wyatt finished with 
89 strokes in a tie with 18th. 

Sigourney girls golfers win twice
By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – As the Sav-
ages head into the heart of 
their schedule they seem to 
just keep improving. 

That was evident last week 
as the Sigourney girls golf 
team won both of their meets 
that they took part in. 

On April 14 the Savages 
were able to best both HLV 
and English Valleys. They 
were able to collect 203 total 
strokes, winning the meet. 
On top of that, the Sigourney 
golfers took the top four posi-

tions in the meet. 
Kayla Renner led the Savag-

es with 49 total strokes. Ella 
Bruns had 50 strokes to finish 
second. 

Hannah Hanselman was 
able to take third place with 
51 total strokes. Reagan Clar-
ahan finished fourth overall 
with 53 total strokes. 

Ellie Ireland was able to 
finish seventh with 55 total 
strokes.

The Savages returned to 
action on April 17 when they 
played Montezuma at the 
Sigourney golf club. There 

the Savages were able to win 
198-0.

Ella Bruns was the medalist 
winner with 46 total strokes. 
Reagan Clarahan was second 
with 50 strokes. Ella Fineran 
also had 50 strokes. Kayla 
Renner was fourth with 52 
strokes. Adalynne Tremmel 
was fifth. Hannah Hansel-
man finished sixth with 54 
strokes. 

This week the Savages 
played against Lynnville-Sul-
ly on Monday. They then 
played Ottumwa on Tuesday 
and Iowa Valley on Thursday. 

Sigourney runs at Iowa Valley, 
EBF and Tipton last week

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

Sigourney’s track and field 
teams ran together at Iowa 
Valley before splitting up to 
go to two different meets last 
Thursday. 

For the boys the Iowa Val-
ley meet featured some suc-
cess. 

Troy Klett was able to win 
the 1,600 meter run with 
a time of 4:56. The junior 
would go on to win the 3,200 
meter race with a time of 
10:46.86 as well. 

Carson Davis was able to 
tie Belle Plaine’s Ty Alcott 
for the high jump title. Both 
cleared 5-feet-6-inches.

Sigourney’s 4x800 relay 
team had the fastest time of 
9:54.55. 

John Berg was able to finish 
second in the 800 meter run 
with a time of 2:21.32. Gauge 
Little was fifth with a time of 
2:29.08. 

Another second place fin-
ish came from Caden Clara-
han in the 110 hurdles. Chase 
Clarahan was third in the 
same race. 

The sprint medley relay 
team was second with a time 
of 1:46.94. 

Carson O’Rourke was third 
in the 100 meter dash with a 
time of 11.88. Ashton Schwab 
was third in the discus with a 
throw of 111-feet-7.5-inches. 
Hunter Sellers was forth with 
a throw of 103-feet-three-
quarters-of-an-inch.

Sigourney’s 4x100 relay 
team finished third. In the 
4x400 the relay team finished 
third. The distance medley 
relay team finished third. 

Sigourney’s boys also fin-
ished third in the shuttle hur-
dle relay. 

Wyatt Wehr was fourth in 
the 400 meter dash. Dillon 
Menke was fourth in the 400 
hurdles. In the long jump 
Aiden Knepper was fourth 
with a best effort of 17-feet-
11.5-inches. Landon Fisch 
was sixth. 

The Savages 4x200 relay 
team finished fourth. 

Carver Russell was fifth in 
the 200 meter dash. Landon 
Conrad finished eighth. Gra-
ham Moore was seventh in 
the shot put.

The Savage boys were back 
in action on April 17. They 
ran at Tipton where they fin-
ished in a tie for third with 
Tipton at 97 points.

Troy Klett was the winner 
in the 1,600 meter run with a 
time of 4:52.49. He also won 
the 3,200 meter run with a 
time of 10:38.64. 

Klett was able to finish sec-
ond in the 400 meter dash. 
Guage Little was fourth. Ca-
den Clarahan placed second 
in the 110 hurdles. Owen 
Menke was fourth overall. 

Carson Davis was third in 
the high jump after clearing 
5-feet-4-inches. Sigourney’s 
4x200 relay team placed 
third. 

Sigourney was third over-
all in the shuttle hurdle relay 
event. 

John Berg finished fourth 
in the 800 meter run. Levi 
Myers was fifth. 

Dillon Menke finished 
fourth in the 400 hurdles. 

In the 4x100 relay Sigour-
ney placed fourth. The 4x800 
relay team also brought home 
a fourth place finish. 

In the sprint medley the 
Sigourney team was fourth. 

Carver Russell was fifth in 
the 100 meter dash. Hunter 
Sellers finished sixth. Rus-
sell was sixth in the 200 me-
ter dash. The Savages 4x400 
team was fifth.

Sigourney’s distance med-
ley relay team placed fifth.

For the Sigourney girls they 
placed eighth at Iowa Valley 
with 14 points. Williams-
burg won the meet with 176 
points.

Ellie Yates placed third in 
the 3,000 meter run. Addison 
Yates was fifth. 

Josephine Moore was fifth 
in the shot put with a throw 
of 32-feet-5-inches. She 

would place eighth in the dis-
cus event. 

Cloee Wilson placed sixth 
in the 1,500 meter run. Ella 
Bahlman was ninth. 

The Savages were sixth in 
the 4x100 relay. 

Addison Yates and Ellie 
Yates finished eighth and 
ninth in the 800 meter run. 

Cloee Wilson was ninth in 
the 400 meter run. Kia Mont-
gomery was ninth in the long 
jump. In the distance medley 
relay they placed seventh. 

The 4x200 relay team 
placed eighth. The 4x400 
relay team was also eighth. 
Sigourney was 10th in the 
sprint medley relay. 

On Thursday the Savages 
ran at the EBF girls Rock-
et Relays. Sigourney placed 
sixth with 55 points. EBF 
won with 154 points.

Ellie Yates won the 3,000 
meter race with a time of 
11:27.75. Addison Yates was 
third and Cloee Wilson was 
fifth.

McKinley Chittick was 
third in the high jump after 
clearing 4-feet-6-inches.

Josephine Moore was able 
to place third in the discus 
with a throw of 89-feet-7-
inches. Moore was fourth in 
the shot put with a throw of 
31-feet-6.5-inches. Devyn 
Smallwood was sixth.

Sigourney’s 4x200 team 
placed third. Another third 
place came from the 4x400 
relay team. 

In the distance medley re-
lay the Sigourney team was 
fourth. 

Kia Montgomery placed 
fifth in the long jump with a 
leap of 14-feet-3-inches. 

Becca Gretter placed sixth 
in the 800 meter run. 

Cloee Wilson was seventh 
in the 400 meter run. Abyl 
McCulley was ninth in the 
400 meter run.

Wilson was also ninth in 
the 1,500. 

In the 4x100 Sigourney was 
sixth. The sprint medley re-
lay team placed sixth. 

Keota's Ayden Galindo leaps over the bar at 6-feet during the April 17 track meet held at 
Pekin. Galindo would win the high jump event.

Pekin boys pick up Jerry 
Horton Relays win

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

PACKWOOD – No one 
could say that speed was 
lacking last Thursday night. 

At the annual Jerry Hor-
ton Relays hosted by Pekin, 
the Panther boys track team 
showed off their speed as they 
won the meet. The Panthers 
scored 186 total points, best-
ing Centerville, who finished 
second, with 111 points. Keo-
ta placed fifth with 43 points.

Wins came early and often 
for the Panthers. 

Henry Eubanks was able to 
win the 200 meter dash with 
a time of 23.94 for one of the 
early individual wins for the 
Panthers. 

Brody Sobaski would go 
on to win the 400 meter dash 
with a time of 56.18. In the 
800 meter dash it was an-
other Pekin runner, Mason 
Dahlstrom, who won with 
a time of 2:12.39. Teammate 
Lane Fariss was second with 
a time of 2:14.99. Keota’s Jack 
Greiner was third. 

Cole Millikin added anoth-
er win for the Panthers with 
a victory in the 3,200 meter 
run. He had a time of 4:59.37.

Pekin’s Riley Smith was 
able to win the 400 meter 
hurdles with a time of 58.48.

The Pekin 4x200 team of 
Robert Brown, Smith, No-
lan Glick and Will Adam 
won the race with a time of 
1:34.07. Keota’s team placed 
fifth. 

The Panthers had the fast-
est 4x400 team as Brody So-
baski, Landon Crow, Mason 
Dahlstom and Riley Smith 
ran with a time of 3:32.4. 

In the 4x800 relay the Pan-
ther team of Mason Dahl-
strom, Cole Millikin, Landon 
Crow and Lane Farriss won 
with a time of 8:58.88. 

In the sprint medley race 
the Pekin team of Kasey Da-
vis, Robert Brown, Nolan 
Glick and Riley Smith won 
with a time of 1:39.03. Keota 
placed fourth with the team 
of Blake Baker, Brycen Hor-
ras, Ayden Galindo and Luke 
Moeller. 

The Panter distance med-
ley team of Henry Adam, 
Henry Eubanks, Landon 
Crow and Cole Millikin won 
with a time of 4:04.82. Keota’s 
team of Libe, Horras, Ayden 

Galindon and Jack Greiner 
was second. 

The Panthers won the shut-
tle hurdle relay with the team 
of Brown, Will Adam, Henry 
Adam and Kasey Davis turn-
ing in a time of 1:04.07. 

Keota’s Ayden Galindo 
won the high jump after 
clearing 6-feet-even. Brody 
Sobaski of Pekin was second. 

Will Adam of Pekin won 
the long jump event with 
a jump totaling 19-feet-10-
inches. Galindo from Keo-
ta was third with a jump of 
19-feet-2-inches. 

Pekin’s Caden Bender was 
second in the shot put with 
a throw of 43-feet-11-inches. 
Alton Williams was fifth. 

In the discus Bender was 
third with a best throw of 
134-feet-6-inches. Williams 
placed fifth. 

In the 100 meter dash 
Hayden Miller from Pekin 
was second. Teammate Bro-
dy Sobaski was third. Dylan 
Sobaski was second for the 
Panthers in the 3,200 meter 
run. 

Jacob Libe from Keota fin-
ished third in the 110 hurdles. 

In the 4x100 relay the Pe-
kin team of Will Adam, Rob-
ert Brown, Nolan Glick and 
Kasey Davis finished second 
with a time of 46.85. Keota’s 
team of Blake Baker, Libe, 
Brycen Horras andLuke Mo-
eller was sixth.

Photos by Mark Schafer 
Pekin's Robert Brown prepares to hand the baton off to 
Nolan Glick during the running of the sprint medley relay 
event held April 17 in Pekin. The Panther boys were able 
to win the race. 

Pekin's Brody Sobaski runs down the back straight 
during the running of the 400 meter run at the April 17 
track meet. Sobaski won the race. 
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Sigourney junior golfer So-
lon Yates is the Athlete of the 
Week for the week of April 14. 

Yates continued to have a 
strong start to the golfing sea-
son as he was a leader for the 
Savages at all three of the golf 
meets that he played in last 
week. 

It started on April 14 when 
Yates was able to shoot a 39 
at a meet against HLV, where 
he was named the runner-up 
medalist. 

On April 15 at an 18 hole 
meet hosted by Albia, Sigour-
ney finished second overall, in 
part thanks to Yates shooting 
a 78 which placed him third 
overall.

In a Thursday meet against 
Montezuma Yates was able to 
win the medalist honors once 
again as he shot a 34.

The News-Review would 
like to congratulate Solon 
Yates on his outstanding week 
of play. 

English Valleys sophomore 
Ava Gehrking is the Athlete of 
the Week for the week of April 
14. 

During two separate track 
meets last week Gehrking 
compiled an outstanding re-
cord. She was able to win 
the 100 meter dash as 
well as being a part 
of two sep-
arate relay 
winning 
teams at 

an Iowa Valley meet held on 
April 14. 

At an April 17 meet held in 
Pekin, Gehrking again won 
the 100 meter dash. She also 
picked up a win in the 200 and 

long jump events as well. 
The News-Review 
would like to congrat-

ulate Gehrking on her 
outstanding week of 

play and for being 
named the Athlete 
of the Week. 

Solon Yates Ava Gehrking
Athletes of the Week

By Mark Schafer
Sponsored 

by

a newspaper located in Keokuk 
County is currently seeking a 

part-time front desk administrative assistant for immediate hire.
Duties would include answering phones, greeting customers, and providing 
administrative support for the sales, editorial and design staff. You will 
assist the staff with composition and billing of the News-Review and 
possibly other publications as well as perform similar administrative tasks 
as necessary. Approximately 6 hours a day, 5 days a week up to 32 hours. 
Computer proficiency and customer service skills will be required and can 
train applicants with aptitude as shown by skills and a willing attitude.
The News-Review is a division of Mid-America Publishing, a family-owned 
Iowa based company which employs 60 Iowans across the state. For more 
details about this or other opportunities with Mid-America please call 
Matt Grohe at 515-988-3726 or stop by our offices at 120 E Washington St. 
Sigourney.

Job Type: Part-time • Pay: $13.50 - $15.00 per hour
Expected hours: 30 per week

Benefits: Paid time off

201 S Jefferson St, • Sigourney, IA 52591
Phone 641-622-2525 • Fax 641-622-2893

Loan Officer 
Position Available
Come be a part of the County Bank Team! We are seeking 
candidates for a Loan Officer at the main office in Sigourney, 
Iowa and at Deep River Branch. This position is responsible 
for developing customer relationships in relations to loans and 
deposits, portfolio maintenance, various customer services 
related to lending, working with support staff and collection 
and assistance of past due accounts. Loan Officers also assist 
customers with selecting bank products which best meet their 
needs and answering customer inquiries. Excellent communication 
and customer service skills are needed, and banking experience 
would be preferred. This is a full-time position with salary 
commensurate with education and experience level. 
Applications may be obtained at the bank at 201 South
Jefferson Street in Sigourney or by email request to
Amy Wilcox at awilcox@yourcountybank.com.
County Bank is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Chloe Glosser from Pe-
kin runs around the track 
at Davis County during a 
track meet held earlier this 
month. Glosser qualified 
to the Drake Relays in the 
3,000 meter run.

English Valleys senior 
Gage Heyne runs around 
the Pekin track during a 
March 31 track meet. The 
senior qualified for the 
Drake Relays in the 1,600 
meter run. 

Area set to send four 
events to Drake Relays

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

It is one of the biggest chal-
lenges of the track season, 
and this year three athletes 
representing four events will 
try their hand against the 
best competition in the state. 

The Drake Relays, which 
limits their entries to only 
a select number of athletes, 
regardless of class, will have 
four events in which an ath-
lete from the area will be 
competing. 

Gage Heyne will be run-
ning in the 1,600 meter run. 
Pekin has three events as 
Chloe Glosser qualified in 
the 3,000 meter run. Anna 
Hadley is returning to the 
Blue Oval as she qualified in 
both the shot put and discus 
events. 

For most events, athletes 
had to be in the top-24 of the 
state to be considered for the 
Drake Relays.

Heyne is a senior for the 
Bears and he will be running 
at the Blue Oval again. The 
long distance runner is no 
stranger to the Drake Relays, 
and this year will be his last 
chance to conquer the Blue 

Oval in high school. 
Heyne currently holds 

the 20th fastest time in the 
state in the 1,600 meter. His 
best effort came last week at 
a meet in Benton when he 
finished the mile race with a 
time of 4:19.82. In that race he 
was bested by Vinton-Shells-
burg runner Alex Torres, an-
other Drake qualifier. 

Des Moines Christian’s 
Caleb Ten Pas holds the cur-
rent fastest 1,600 meter time 
at 4:09.16, however that was 
set at an indoor meet. Iowa 
City Libery’s Keegan Deck-
er holds the state’s fastest 
outdoor time with a time of 
4:14.37. 

Glosser, a distance special-
ist herself, will prepare to run 
in the 3,000 meter run. The 
Pekin junior currently holds 
the state’s ninth-fastest time 
in the 3,000 with a time of 
10:14.9 set back on March 27 
at a meet held in Davis Coun-
ty. 

St. Albert’s Lilli Denton 
(who was also this year’s 
cross country champion in 
class 1A) holds the fastest 
3,000 meter time at 9:58.8.

Anna Hadley is another 

junior for Pekin. She is also 
the only area athlete that has 
qualified in two different 
events. 

Hadley qualified in the 
shot put and currently holds 
the 14th best throw in the 
state with an effort of 40-feet-
6-inches. Burlington’s Kylee 
Hill holds the state’s best 
throw with a 46-feet-7-inch 
throw back on April 8. 

Hadley holds the third best 
throw in the state in the shot 
put. On April 11 the Pekin 
junior launched a discus 
141-feet-8-inches, her best of 
the season. 

Ottumwa’s Delilah Sub-
sin is the current state leader 
with a best throw of 145-feet-
4-inches at a Mount Pleasant 
meet on April 3. 

The girls discus event will 
begin at 2:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day April 24. Hadley will 
throw the shot put at 9 a.m. 
on Friday. 

The 3,000 meter run will 
take place at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 24. 

The 1,600 meter run will 
start around 4:22 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 26. 

Photos by Mark Schafer

Pekin’s Anna Hadley 
launches the discus during 
a track meet. Hadley quali-
fied for the Drake Relays in 
both the discus and shot 
put events. 

SK soccer falls to Highland
By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – Once 
again the second half was 
their stronger half. 

Thursday night the Sigour-
ney-Keota soccer team fell to 
Highland 6-1. 

The Cobras were under 
attack early in the game as 
they gave up four goals to the 
Huskies in the first 40 mins 

of play.
The first half wasn’t all 

about Highland’s offense, 
however. 

During the first half the 
Cobras were able to score a 
goal, as they went into the 
second half with a three goal 
deficit. 

Highland was limited to 
two goals in the second half.

Throughout the game the 
Huskies challenged the Co-

bras with 19 total shots on 
goal. Offensively the Cobras 
were able to pepper 10 shots 
on goal against the Huskies. 

The Cobras are 0-6 this 
season. Tuesday night they 
hosted Chariton (5-0-1). On 
Thursday they will travel to 
play Pella Christian (5-4). 

Friday night the Cobras 
host Wapello (0-5) to cap off 
the busy week. 

English Valleys bests Pekin, 
Keota at Jerry Horton Relays

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

PACKWOOD – It seemed 
like the wins just continued 
to pile up.

Or that is what it felt like on 
April 17 at the Jerry Horton 
Relays hosted by Pekin. All 
three area schools that par-
ticipated had some success. 
The most success belonged 
to the English Valleys girls 
track team who won the meet 
with 169 total points. Davis 
County was second with 120 
points. Pekin finished third 
with 106 points. In sixth was 
Keota with 20 points. 

Ava Gehrking was able to 
prove her speed as the En-
glish Valleys runner won 
both the 100 and 200 meter 
dash events. She won the 
100 with a time of 13.03. In 
the 200 she had a fast time of 
26.69. 

Pekin’s Addison Smith was 
fourth in the 100. Keota’s 
Elyse Lyle finished ninth. In 
the 200 meter dash, Olivia 
Lyle was third and Pekin’s 
Bree Earnest was ninth.

Anna Luers from English 
Valleys won the 800 meter 
run with a time of 2:30.99. 
Maddy Petrehn from 
Pekin finished second. 

Luers also won the 
1,500 meter run with 
a time of 5:29.95. Ad-
dison Achenbach 
was second with a 
time of 5:42.73. Callie 
Deutschle was fifth 
from Pekin. 

In the 100 hurdles 
Kailor Lown, another 
English Valleys run-
ner, won the event with 
a time of 17.68. Reece 
Brisby from Pekin was 
second with a time of 
18.08. Joslyn Bender 
from English Valleys 
was third. 

Another English 
Valleys win came in 
the 4x800 race where 

the team of Aubrey and Ad-
dison Achenbach, Kaylynn 
Caster and Luers had a win-
ning time of 11:02.97. Pekin’s 
team placed third. 

In the sprint medley the 
English Valleys team of 
Lown, Mallory Koehn, Geh-
rking and Luers won with 
a time of 1:59.71. The Ketoa 
team of Jaylah Redlinger, Izzi 
Chalupa, Emily Moeller and 
Olivia Lyle placed second. Pe-
kin’s team was fifth. 

Pekin’s distance medley 
team of Carlie Gambell, Bree 
Earnest, Renae Eubanks and 
Maddy Petrehn won the race 
with a time of 4:50.28. In sec-
ond was the English Valleys 
team. 

Pekin won the shuttle hur-
dle relay event with a time of 
1:11.52. English Valleys was 
third. 

Pekin’s Kayse Miller won 
the high jump after clear-
ing five-feet even. Debevec 
from English Valleys was 
third. Brisby from Pekin was 
fourth.

Gehrking from English 
Valleys won the long jump 
with a leap of 14-feet-11-inch-
es. Brinley Phillips from Pe-
kin was sixth. 

Anna Hadley from Pekin 
and English Valleys’ Taylor 
Mikesell finished first and 
second in both the shot put 
and discus throws. Had-
ley won the shot put with a 
throw of 37-feet-2.75-inch-
es. Mikesell had a throw of 
33-feet-6.5-inches. 

In the discus Hadley had 
a winning throw of 127-feet-
10-inches. Mikesell had a best 
throw of 110-feet-10-inches. 

The English Valleys 4x400 
team of Aubrey Achenbach, 
Olivia Debevec, Kaylee Fra-
zier and Kaylynn Caster fin-
ished second. In third was 
the Pekin team. Keota’s team 
placed sixth. 

In the 400 hurdles English 
Valleys teammates Bender 
and Kailor Lown finished 
second and third. 

Pekin’s team of Addison 
Smith, Paislee Coleman, Re-
nae Eubanks and Kayse Mill-
er finished third in the 4x100. 
English Valleys was fifth. Ke-
ota’s team was sixth. 

Pekin’s 4x200 team was 
third. Keota’s relay team was 
fourth and the English Val-
leys team placed sixth. 

Photos by Mark Schafer

English Valleys runner Ava Gehrking (lane 4) beats all of the other runners to the finish 
line of the 100 meter dash during a track meet held April 17. 

Anna Luers of English Valleys strides ahead of all the other 
runners during the running of the 800 meter run during an April 
17track meet held at Pekin. Luers won the race and English Val-
leys won the meet. 
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COURT RECORDS

PROPERTY TRANSFERS
April 7
Dawn Ashley Wilson to Dal-

ton Stine, Ray Philip Stine: 
Warranty Deed: Sigourney 
Jacksons Addition (Sigour-
ney) Lot: 01 Block: 04; PT 
Sigourney Jacksons Addition 
(Sigourney) Lot: 03 Block: 01; 
PT Sigourney Jacksons Addi-
tion (Sigourney) Lot: 03 Block: 
01.

Terry L. Benson, Kristen J. 
Beinhart Benson to Terry L. 
Benson, Kristen J. Beinhart 
Benson: Deed Quit Claim: 

Sigourney Original Plat 
Sigourney Lot: 08 Block: 31.

Roger Little to Mariah Glan-
don: Warranty Deed: PT What 
Cheer 1ST Railroad Addition 
Lot: 01 Block: 03; PT What 
Cheer 1ST Railroad Addition 
Lot: 01 Block: 02.

Keokuk County to Sierra L. 
Davis, Wade F. Vanotegham: 
200TH AVE PT NE SE 15-76-
12; Highway Easement B65 
P163.

Katherine S. Keeler to Josh 
Keeler: Deed Quit Claim: 

Harper Original PLAT Harper 
Lot: 11 Block: 11.

April 8
Dennis D. Gent, Shirley L. 

Gent to Thomas J. Gent: War-
ranty Deed: NE NE 04-76-11; 
NW NW 03-76-11.

James J. Flynn to Aaron 
Craig Sieren, Jeri Ann Sieren: 
Warranty Deed: PT NW NE 
19-75-10.

Dennis E Campbell to Be-
atrice L. Mango: Warranty 
Deed: PT What Cheer 1st 
Railroad Addition Lot: 06 

Block: 08.
April 9
Samuel D. Horras Estate, 

Marilyn J. Horras Executor 
to Samuel D. Horras Living 
Trust, Marilyn J. Horras Trust-
ee: Court Officer Deed: UNDI-
VIDED 1/2 INTEREST IN ;PT 
SW SW 07-74-10; EXCEPT 
EASEMENT B37 P147; NW 
SW 07-74-10; PT SW SW 07-
74-10.

Ashley Spaeth to Ashton J. 
Schrader: Deed Quit Claim: 
PT Hedrick Original PLAT He-

drick Lot: 05 Block 37.
Christopher L. Taylor to Tay-

lor L. Christopher: Deed Quit 
Claim: Kinross Original PLAT 
Kinross Lot: 17 Block: 07; 
Kinross Original PLAT Kinross 
Lot: 18 Block: 07; Kinross 
Original PLAT Kinross Lot: 
179Block: 07.

April 10
Roy Volk;, Vicki Volkl to Vicki 

Volkl: Deed Quit Claim: What 
Cheer Daniel Caseys Addition 
Lot: 01 Block: 02; What Cheer 
Daniel Caseys Addition Lot: 

02 Block: 02.
April 11
United Methodist Church 

Sigourney to Jeffrey W. Run-
nells: Warranty Deed: PT 
Sigourney Original PLAT 
Sigourney Lot: OL04.

Melody A. Jarrard Revoca-
ble Trust, Jarrard Revocable 
Trustee to Aaron Taggart, 
Sredna Kunowski: Trustee 
Warranty Deed: PT SW NW 
22-77-12.

Civil
April 10
Defendant Shaun Donald 

Garman; Obligee State of 
Iowa; Petitioners Tina Louise 
Richardson, State of Iowa; 
Respondent Shaun Donald 
Garman: Dismissed w/o Prej-
udice.

Obligee State of Iowa; Pay-
ee State of Iowa; Petitioners 
Cynthia Chavez, State of 
Iowa; Respondent Eugenio 
Arturo: Dismissed w/o Preju-
dice.

April 11
Defendants Anita L. Frazier, 

Gerard Francis; Plaintiff John 
Joseph Frazier: Order Setting 
Trial.

April 16
Defendants Antone Altem-

ueller, Elsie R. Altemueller, 
Laura Altemueller; Plaintiff 
Nate Ante: Petition Filed.

Criminal
April 10
Defendant Levi Edward 

Fritz; Payor Judy K. Erwin: 
Criminal Complaint.

Defendant Deshun Octavies 
Smith; Payor Derriana John-
son: Criminal Complaint

April 11
Defendant Travis Wayne 

Schurchert; Payees Johnson 
County Sheriff, Keokuk Coun-
ty; Payor Statewide Cash 
Bonds LLC: Motion for Con-
tinuance.

Defendant Amanda Ma-
rie Simmons; Payee Keokuk 
County; Payor Cathaleen Lee 
Hartwig: Motion for Continu-
ance.

Emma Louise Wyatt: Order 
for Arraignment, Trial Informa-
tion.

April 13
Defendant Jason Jona-

thon Hopkins; Payee Keokuk 
County: Hearing for Initial Ap-
pearance.

April 14
Defendant Stephanie Ellen 

Smith; Payee Keokuk Coun-
ty; Payor Dylan Jeffrey Miller: 
Written Plea of Guilty

Defendant Jerry Erwin 
Sanders Jr.: Motion for Con-

tinuance.
April 16
Defendant Lawrence Wilbur 

Clark: Criminal Complaint.
Interested Randy Edward 

Hart: Search Warrant.
Domestic Abuse
Defendant Mark Allen Ja-

cobs; Plaintiff Katrina Colleen 
Jacobs.

OWI
April 16
Defendant Cullen Everette 

Smith: Written Plea of Guilty.
Defendant Kevin Stephen 

King: Written Plea of Guilty.
Scheduled Traffic
April 13
Defendant Jacob Allen 

Doty: Failure to Maintain or 

Use Safety Belts (Adult).
Defendant Kevin Daniel 

Jones: Failure to Maintain or 
Use Safety Belts (Adult).

Defendant James Allan Lan-
man Sr.: Depositing or Throw-
ing Litter on Highway.

Defendant Michele Rene 
Stiles: Depositing or Throwing 
Litter on Highway.

April 14
Defendant Jason Eugene 

Moody: Failure to Provide 
Proof of Financial Liability, 
Operating Non-Registered 
Vehicle.

Defendant Bruce Edward 
Hoeft: Speeding 55 or Under 
Zone (6-10 Over).

Defendant Jacob Austin 

Libe: Speeding 55 or Under 
Zone (21 or Over).

Defendant Clifford L. Fritz: 
Trespass 1st Offense.

April 15
Defendant Kyra R. Bieder-

man: Speeding 55 or Under 
Zone (6-10 Over).

Defendant Edward Peter 
Hammes: Speeding 55 or Un-
der Zone (6-10 Over).

Defendant Isabella Rose 
Gillispie: Speeding 55 or Un-
der Zone (11-15 Over).

April 16
Defendant Kenndra Jeanne 

Bunnell: Dark Window or 
Windshield.

PUBLIC NOTICE
English Valleys CSD • March 2025 Claims

ENGLISH VALLEYS CLAIMS 
PAID, MARCH 2025,

Activity Account,March ~ 2025,
Alburnett Community School,wres-
tling tourney fe, ..................150.00

Amazon Business,Drama Sup-
plies, .................................. 405.16

Atlantic Coca-Cola,Concessions 
Supplies, ............................ 127.46

Steve Axmear,BB Scoreboard 
Worker, ..............................150.00

Tonya Axmear,Wrestling Board/
Tick, ...................................350.00

Bender Angie,Basketball Book 
work, ....................................50.00

BGM Community Sch. District,JH 
Girls Wrestling F, .................60.00

Angie Buckner,Shot Clock worker,  
 ...........................................600.00

Carlin,Greenhouse Supplies, ........  
 ......................................... 1407.27

Ryne Christner,Basketball Official,  
 ...........................................149.20

Elite Sports,Boys Team Track 
Shir, ....................................345.50

Fort Madison Jr/Sr High School,-
Student Council Conf, .......225.00

Freeman Foods,FFA Breakfast 
Suppli, ................................434.69

Mason Garber,Wrestling Table 
work, ..................................100.00

Jeremy Garringer,Wrestling Table 
Work, .................................150.00

Gracie Lou Photography/DJ,Prom 
DJ,......................................525.00

Ryan Haack,Basketball Official, ....  
 ........................................... 161.62

Mark Hebdon,Basketball Official, ..  
 ...........................................155.64

Hester Paige,Wrestling Table 

Work, ...................................50.00
Iowa High School Speech 
Assn.,10-12 Team Registrat, ........  
 ...........................................463.00

Nathan Klingenberg,JH Basketball 
Offici, ....................................91.10

John Koehn,Basketball Official, ....  
 .............................................79.60

Louisa-Muscatine High School,-
Girls Wrestling Fee, .............85.00

Rob Luetje,Basketball Scoreboar, .  
 ...........................................650.00

Montross Family Meats,FFA Sup-
plies, ..................................124.00

National FFA Organization,FFA 
Supplies, ............................564.80

Prairie High School,Girls Wrestling 
Fee, .................................... 175.00

Dave Shemanski,Basketball Offi-
cial, ......................................83.28

Tim Sullivan,Basketball Official, ....  
 ........................................... 112.42

Tiffany Thiessen,JH Basketball 
Offici, ................................. 170.24

Walsworth Publishing Co,2024-25 
Yearbook Dep, ...................791.85

West Music Company,Music sup-
plies, ..................................329.99

Activity Account,** BANK AC-
COUNT TOTAL ** , .........9316.82
General Account,March ~ 2025,
Ace Hardware,custodial supplies, .  
 .............................................95.95

AIG Retirement,Tsa/Ira/Annuities,  
 ...........................................435.00

Alliant Energy,Electricity, ..2366.25
Amazon Business,Business Class 
Suppl,................................. 715.03

Arnold Motor Supply,vehicle repair 
parts, .................................. 370.14

Baker Paper & Supply,custodial 
supplies, .......................... 1757.62

Black Hawk Roof Company 
Inc.,Roof on Bus Barn, ..37900.00

Carquest Auto Parts,vehicle repair 
parts, ....................................89.00

Claimaid,medicaid fees, ... 1477.42
Clayton Ridge Schools,open en-
rollment, ...........................8362.52

Collection Services Center,Other 
Deducts W/H, ....................254.27

Combustion Control Company,wa-
ter heater repair, .............. 2281.75

Command Industrial,Ind Arts Sup-
plies, ..................................478.50

Cox Sanitation Service,garbage 
collection, .......................... 781.85

Daktronics,Scoreboard Repair, .....  
 ...........................................965.00

Demco INC,Nurse Supplies, .........  
 ........................................... 138.72

DHS Cashier 1st Fl.,state share - 
medica, ..........................14306.45

Doors Inc.,custodial supplies, .......  
 ...........................................261.00

English Valleys CSD,Medical In-
surance, .......................128748.84

English Valleys Hot Lunch 
Fund,revtrack transfer to, .............  
 .......................................34867.60

Equitable,Tsa/Ira/Annuities, ..........  
 ...........................................485.00

Kristin Fisch,Travel reimb., ...94.32
Fleetside Mobile Service,vehicle 
repair, .................................162.50

Freeman Foods,FCS Supplies, .....  
 ...........................................664.02

GIA Publications Inc.,Music sup-
plies, ..................................108.30

Grant Wood AEA,sp ed fees, ........  

 ...................................... 30548.05
Green Top Lawn Care,Snow Re-
moval, .............................. 2418.20

Bryan Greene,Physical reimb., .....  
 ...........................................135.00

HD Supply Formerly Home Depot 
Pro,Custodial Supplies, .....533.20

HLV Community School Dis-
trict,Board inservice fees, ..224.84

Horace Mann,Tsa/Ira/Annuities, ....  
 .........................................1925.00

Hotsy,equipment repair, ......350.43
IHSADA,AD Conference fees, ......  
 ...........................................125.00

Indian Hills Community College,sp 
ed tuition, .........................8057.93

Infrastructure Technology solu-
tions,FOBS, ....................... 441.28

ING USA Annuity & Life Ins,Tsa/
Ira/Annuities, ...................1555.00

Iowa Assc Of School Boards,Con-
vention fees, ......................445.00

Iowa Communications Net-
work,ICN fees, ....................551.16

Iowa High School Music Assoc.,-
Contest fees, .....................640.00

Iowa Public Employee Ret Sys-
,IPERS, ..........................47166.56

Iowa Valley Community 
School,shared supt. fees, ............  
 ....................................... 62457.52

ISFIS,Workshop Fees, ........375.50
Jostens Inc.,Diplomas, .......234.95
Tami Marsh,tech maintenance fee,  
 .........................................4000.00

MassMutual,Tsa/Ira/Annuities, ......  
 .........................................1655.00

McCloud Services,Pest Control, ...  
 .............................................58.30

MCI,phone, ......................... 114.73

Midwest Alarm System,fire alarm 
maint. fe, ..........................1060.21

Midwest Computer Products,pro-
jector, ................................. 515.00

Mount Vernon High School,work-
shop fees, ..........................225.00

Multi County Oil,gasohol/diesel, ....  
 .........................................1306.69

New Century,LP, ............... 2323.17
North English Co-Op Tele Co,-
Phone, ............................... 660.18

City Of North English,Water/Sew-
er, ....................................... 950.14

One Less Thing,RPP - Curricu-
lum, ....................................750.00

Push Pedal Pull,equipment repair,  
 ...........................................270.00

RevTrack,online fees, ......... 252.13
Curt Rheingans,Travel Reimburse-
ment, ................................1862.00

Rolling Acres Produce Supplies 
LLC.,greenhouse roof comp, .......  
 .........................................2143.00

S & S Plumbing Heating & Air Con-
ditioning,boiler room drain re, ......  
 ......................................... 1987.57

School Bus Sales,Bus Repair 
parts, ................................2775.81

T I P Rural Electric Coop,electrici-
ty, .....................................3900.10

Technology Associates Inc.,Tech-
nology Supplies, ................ 119.00

The Joy of Music,Special ed fees,  
 ...........................................520.00

The News-Review,Legal Notices, .  
 ...........................................222.70

TK Elevator Corporation,elevator 
maintenance, .....................304.07

Tobii Dynavox,Special Ed Sup-
plies, ..................................104.00

Treasure State Of Iowa,State In-
come Tax, ........................7302.00

Trophies Plus Inc.,Academic Bars,  
 .............................................73.63

U.S. Cellular,phone, ............640.04
UMB Bank,bond fees, .........600.00
Verizon Business,phone, ......93.26
Voya,Tsa/Ira/Annuities, .....3180.00
Zachary L. Weilbacher,IFCA Mem-
bership reim, ........................ 57.88

White State Bank,wire charges, ....  
 .............................................15.00

Woodman Controls,tech support, .  
 ........................................... 274.00

General Account,** BANK AC-
COUNT TOTAL ** , .... 436666.28

Insurance Account,March ~ 
2025,

Seabury & Smith INC IA Fiduciary,-
insurance premiums, ..... 67305.95

TASC,flex contributions, ... 1559.74
Insurance Account,** BANK AC-
COUNT TOTAL ** , ...... 68865.69
Nutrition & Food Service Acct,-

March ~ 2025,
Amazon,custodial supplies, ..84.95
Deb Merchant,Serv Safe Class, ....  
 ...........................................160.00

English Valleys General Fund,p/r 
transfer, ..........................45808.71

Opaa! Food Management,January 
Contrat serv, ..................44939.28

Nutrition & Food Service Acct,** 
BANK ACCOUNT TOTAL ** , ......  
 ...................................... 90992.94

,** DISTRICT TOTAL **, ................  
 .....................................605841.73
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In this issue

Keokuk County 
Farmers Market

W e d n e s d a y s 
June-October 4-7 
p.m. on the Sigourney 
Square

 -------------------------Knights of Colum-bus Fish Fry
Friday, August 5, 5 - 7 

p.m. KC Hall - Harper
 -------------------------Mahaska County Conservation
Back to School Nature 

Retreat for Teachers 
Wednesday, August 10, 
2022 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. En-
vironmental Learning 
Center Sign up by July 
29th!

Canoeing Lessons 
Thursday August 11 
6:30-8 p.m. Russell 
Wildlife Area 2254 
200th St New Sharon

Registration needed
 -------------------------Coffee Club at the ELC
Friday, August 12 

9 - 10 a.m. at the En-
vironmental Learning 
Center

 -------------------------O.W.L.S. Lunch 
and Learn

“Nelson Pioneer 
Farm” at the Environ-
mental Learning Cen-
ter

Friday, August 19 11 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Registration Needed
 -------------------------Canoe and Kay-

ak Float on Des 
Moines River

Saturday, August 20 
Launch site at Eveland 
Access

Registration Needed.
 -------------------------Disc Golf 101
Friday, August 26 6 

- 7:30 p.m. at Caldwell 
Park behind the ELC.

Registration Needed
 -------------------------EV History Center
Sunday, August 28, 

2 p.m. Iowa Civil War 
Images with Michael 
Huston

 -------------------------Wilson Memorial Library
Mondays 10-6pm 

Tuesdays 10-4 pm
Wednesday and 

Thursdays 10-5pm
Fridays Closed
Saturdays 8-12.
 -------------------------Richland Public 

Library
Hours- Tuesday 1-5 

p.m.reserved for at 
risk patrons with ap-
pointments, Wednes-
day-Thursday 2:30-6:30 
p.m., Friday 12-5 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Masks Required. For 
more information call 
the library at 319-456-
6541.

CALENDAR
Community

$125

Farmers Coop/Vision Ag Visit your friendly Co-opVisit your friendly Co-op 
641-636-3748 or 641-636-3439
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The 2022 Best of the Best 
show was held on July 30, 
2022 in Marengo, Iowa. The 
Grand Champions from 
13 Eastern Iowa Counties 
competed for the Best of the 
Best Championship from 
Benton, Buchanan, Cedar, 
Clinton, Delaware, Dubuque, 
Iowa, Jones, Keokuk, Linn, 
Poweshiek, Scott and Tama 
County for breeding and 
market cattle, sheep, meat 

goat and swine and show-
manship. Those representing 
Keokuk County at the 2022 
Best of the Best were: Addy 
Baumert for Breeding Beef; 
Izzy Heisdorffer for Breed-
ing Meat Goat Doe, Breed-
ing Lamb, and Market Meat 
Goat; Adalynne Tremmel 
for Market Lamb; Conner 
S. Reed for Market Hog and 
Breeding Gilt and Hunter 
Sieren for Market Beef.

Addy Baumert, Lafayette Feeders 4-H/Sigourney FFA and representing Keokuk County in Breeding Beef. Addy Baumert won Grand Champion Breeding Heifer at the 2022 Best of The Best show and will compete at the 2022 All Iowa Showdown on August 7 in Oskaloosa.

Adalynne Tremmel, Riverside 4-H and representing Keokuk County in the Market Lamb at the 2022 Best of the Best. Adalynne Tremmel won Showmanship for Market Lamb at the 2022 Best of the Best show.

Conner S. Reed, Patriotic Panthers 4-H and representing Keokuk Coun-ty in Market Hog and Breeding Gilt Divisions. Conner S. Reed won Re-serve Grand Champion Market Hog at the 2022 Best of the Best show.

Local 4H'ers Participate 
in Best of the Best Show

North English 
Celebrates 
Fun Days

By Casey Jarmes | 
News-Review

NORTH ENGLISH — 
The community of North 
English celebrated their 
annual Fun Days this 
weekend. The festivities 
began Friday evening with 
a Fun Run and Family 
Movie Night. The corner-
stone of the celebration 
was a parade down Main 
Street on Saturday, the 
30th, sponsored by the 
North English Fire De-
partment. The parade was 
started by a recital of the 
“The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” by local veterans. Af-
terwards, first responders 
from North English and 
other nearby communities 
drove through the town, 

waving and throwing can-
dy to cheering children 
in the crowd. The first re-
sponders were followed by 
townsfolk riding in golf 
carts, trailers, classic cars, 
tractors, and on horse-
back. Afterwards, the 
crowd moved to the City 
Park, where they could 
find food trucks, a concert 
by HeartStrings fiddlers, 
bouncy houses, face paint-
ing, a dummy board tour-
nament, hatchet throwing, 
a pony-go-round, a flower 
and pie auction, and more. 
The day concluded with 
fireworks. The weekend 
was capped off on Sun-
day, with brunch at the 
Community Center and 
a church service at City 
Park.

Local veterans began 
the parade by singing 
the national anthem

Wellman Volunteer 
Fire Department

Horseriders in 
the parade

Performance by 
HeartStrings Fid-
dlers

Pony-go-round

North English Fire Department

Photos by Casey Jarmes
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PROBATE
JEROME H. DAMERVAL ESPR038606

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR KEOKUK COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
JEROME H. DAMERVAL, De-

ceased
CASE NO. ESPR038606

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, 
OF APPOINTMENT OF EXECU-
TORS, AND NOTICE TO CRED-

ITORS
To All Persons Interested in the 

Estate of Jerome H. Damerval, 
Deceased, who died on or about 
March 15, 2025:
You are hereby notified that on 

April 7, 2025, the Last Will and Tes-
tament of Jerome H. Damerval, de-
ceased, bearing date of September 
1, 2016, was admitted to probate in 
the above-named court and that 
Craig Damerval and Janet A. Cop-
pock have been appointed Execu-
tors of the estate. Any action to set 
aside the will must be brought in the 
district court of said county with-
in the later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second publi-
cation of this notice or one month 
from the date of mailing of this no-
tice to all heirs of the decedent and 
devisees under the will whose iden-
tities are reasonably ascertainable, 
or thereafter be forever barred.
Notice is further given that all per-

sons indebted to the estate are re-
quested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against the 
estate shall file them with the clerk 
of the above-named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless 
so filed by the later to occur of four 
months from the date of the sec-
ond publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mailing 
of this notice (unless otherwise al-
lowed or paid) a claim is thereafter 
forever barred.
Dated April 8, 2025.
Craig Damerval, Co-Executor of 

Estate
107 S Walnut St
Winfield, IA 52659
Janet A. Coppock, Co-Executor 

of Estate
1190 Nolan Court
North Liberty, IA 52317
John N. Wehr, ICIS#: 0008299
Attorney for Executors
John N. Wehr, Attorney at Law
116 E Washington
PO Box 245
Sigourney, IA 52591
Date of second publication
April 23, 2025
Probate Code Section 304
Published in The News-Review on 

April 16 and 23, 2025

PROBATE
BARBARA J. HART ESPR038607

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR KEOKUK COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
BARBARA J. HART, Deceased
CASE NO. ESPR038607

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, 
OF APPOINTMENT OF EXEC-

UTOR, AND NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS

To All Persons Interested in the 
Estate of Barbara J. Hart, De-
ceased, who died on or about 
March 23, 2025:
You are hereby notified that on 

April 8, 2025, the Last Will and 
Testament of Barbara J. Hart, de-
ceased, bearing date of December 
5, 2005, was admitted to probate 
in the above-named court and that 
Micaela Klein was appointed Ex-
ecutor of the estate. Any action to 
set aside the will must be brought 
in the district court of said coun-
ty within the later to occur of four 
months from the date of the second 
publication of this notice or one 
month from the date of mailing of 
this notice to all heirs of the dece-
dent and devisees under the will 
whose identities are reasonably 
ascertainable, or thereafter be for-

ever barred.
Notice is further given that all per-

sons indebted to the estate are re-
quested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against the 
estate shall file them with the clerk 
of the above-named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless 
so filed by the later to occur of four 
months from the date of the sec-
ond publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mailing 
of this notice (unless otherwise al-
lowed or paid) a claim is thereafter 
forever barred.
Dated April 8, 2025.
Micaela Klein, Executor of Estate
23223 W County Rd V5G
Sigourney, IA 52591
John N. Wehr, ICIS#: 0008299
Attorney for Executor
John N. Wehr, Attorney at Law
116 E Washington
PO Box 245
Sigourney, IA 52591
Date of second publication
April 23, 2025
Probate Code Section 304
Published in The News-Review on 

April 16 and 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of What Cheer • Receipts & Disbursements

CITY OF WHAT CHEER
RECEIPTS ........DISBURSMENTS
GENERAL FUND, $3707.06 ..........  
 ..................................... $12132.28

ROAD FUND, $7212.37 ....$973.23
DEBT SERVICE, $0.00 ........$0.00
TRUST & AG, $483.54 ...$1503.92
GARBAGE FUND, $6464.00 ........  
 .........................................$314.00

WATER FUND, $7820.65 ..............  

 .......................................$5036.82
SEWER FUND, $5111.57 ..............  
 .......................................$5607.09

LOCAL OP SALES TAX, $7122.76  
 .....................................$22640.97

LIBRARY, $148.39 .......... $1057.48
TOTAL, $38070.34 .......$26624.82
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of What Cheer • Claims 4.8.2025

BILLS PRESENTED AT APRIL 
8TH 2025 MEETING 

AFLAC .................................$69.03
WHAT CHEER FIRE DEPT ..417.17
ALLIANT ENERGY ...........4010.22
IPERS ................................1830.55
WATER EX TAX ..................543.38
941 TAX............................. 2517.36
STATE OF IA ~ WITH HOLDING ..  
 ........................................... 807.05

CASEYS .............................. 139.78
TRACTOR SUPPLY ..............32.07
H&M FARM AND HOME .... 357.63
WAPELLO RURAL WATER ..........  

 ......................................... 2650.16
WINDSTREAM ...................332.28
WASTE MANAGEMENT .. 6202.10
EL DORADO ~ ANNUAL SUP-
PORT ...............................1095.00

TREMMEL BACK HOE .......130.00
HESLINGA LAW OFFICE ..200.00
JJ NICHTING CO. .................29.00
COLUMN ~ PUBLICATIONS .........  
 .............................................60.26

MICROBAC LAB .................482.25
IOWA WORKFORCE ............60.61
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of What Cheer • Special Meeting 4.8.2025

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
SPECIAL MEETING

Tuesday April 8th 2025
The What Cheer City Council 

met in special session at City Hall, 
Tuesday April 8th 2025. Mayor Dar-
rell Wilkening called the meeting to 
order at 7:00pm. Council Members 
answering roll call were: Sandra 
VanPatten, Dwight Danner, Don-
na Rogers and Rick Shafranek. 
Christine Howard was absent. 
Also present was Richard & Faye 
Jones, John Bacon, Kathy Sha-
franek, Adam Clark, Quintin McAd-
ams, Gary Joe Van Patten and City 
Clerk Melanie Vermillion.
Donna Rogers motioned to open 

the public hearing on the proposed 
property tax levy, seconded by 
Sandy Van Patten. All in favor. Mo-

tion Carried.
Sandy Van Patten motioned to 

close the public hearing on the pro-
posed property tax levy, seconded 
by Donna Rogers. All in favor. Mo-
tion Carried.
Sandy Van Patten motioned to 

adopt a resolution 25-04-04 for a 
16.18 percent increase of the prop-
erty tax levy for fiscal year 2025-
2026. Rick Shafranek seconded 
the motion. Roll Call: Rogers, Aye; 
Shafranek, Aye; Danner, Aye; and 
Van Patten, Aye. Motion Carried.
Rick Shafranek motioned to ad-

journ the meeting at 7:10pm, sec-
onded by Donna Rogers.
Darrell Wilkening, Mayor
Melanie Vermillion, City Clerk
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of What Cheer • Minutes 4.8.2025

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday April 8th 2025
The What Cheer City Council 

met in regular session at City Hall, 
Tuesday April 8th 2025. Mayor Dar-
rell Wilkening called the meeting to 
order at 7:20pm. Council Members 
answering roll call were: Sandra 
VanPatten, Dwight Danner, Don-
na Rogers and Rick Shafranek. 
Christine Howard was absent. 
Also present was Richard & Faye 
Jones, Kathy Shafranek, Adam 
Clark, Quintin McAdams, John Ba-
con, Gary Joe Van Patten and City 
Clerk Melanie Vermillion.
Shafranek motioned to approve 

the consent agenda, seconded by 
Van Patten. All in favor. Motion Car-
ried.
Mayor Darrell Wilkening gave his 

mayors report. He informed the 
council the trial with the Jones and 
the building permit issue has again 
been put off until April 21st. He also 
let the council know that City Clerk 
Melanie Vermillion has been asked 
to do a deposition for the Molyneux 
lawsuit, that will take place some-
time after April 15th. Mayor Wilken-

ing also mentioned finding some 
white vinyl fencing for the park, 
but more information needed to be 
gathered before a decision for pur-
chase.
During audience comments Kathy 

Shafranek brought up the prob-
lem of dust control on East Sec-
tion Street that borders her prop-
erty. The method the city has been 
using has not been working, she 
asked if applying more water would 
activate the solution, or if water can 
just be applied to the road periodi-
cally. City Clerk Melanie Vermillion 
suggested that her and her neigh-
bor just look into regular dust con-
trol that it would be more cost ef-
fective, and last longer. She asked 
the council if they would be in fa-
vor of allowing her husband Rick 
Shafranek to use the tanker to ap-
ply the water himself. Mayor Darrell 
Wilkening said he could do this and 
use the water from their own per-
sonal water meter. 
Shafranek motioned to adopt a 

resolution 24-04-05 to set a public 
hearing on April 22nd at 7:pm on the 
city budget for the 2025-2026 fis-
cal year. Donna Rogers seconded 

the motion. Roll Call: Rogers, Aye; 
Shafranek, Aye; Danner, Aye; and 
Van Patten, Aye. Motion Carried.
Van Patten motioned to approve 

a building permit submitted by Ma-
riah Glandon, the permit is for a 
dog fence. Shafranek seconded 
the motion. Roll Call: Rogers, Aye; 
Shafranek, Aye; Danner, Nay; and 
Van Patten, Aye. Motion Carried.
Shafranek motioned to approve 

a building permit submitted by the 
What Cheer Opera House. The 
permit is for extending the already 
existing deck to the west. Van Pat-
ten seconded the motion. Roll Call: 
Rogers, Nay; Shafranek, Aye; Dan-
ner, Nay; Van Patten, Aye; with a 
tied vote Mayor Darrell Wilkening 
broke the tie with a yes vote. Mo-
tion Carried.
Rogers made a motion to pur-

chase 8 trees for the parks and lots 
owned by the city. Danner second-
ed the motion. All in favor. Motion 
Carried.
Dwight Danner motioned to pur-

chase a new mower from McK-
im Tractor for the amount of 
$13120.00, Donna Rogers second-
ed the motion. All in favor. Motion 

Carried.
Quintin McAdams addressed the 

council about a car show that What 
Cheer Fire and Rescue are hav-
ing on June 14th. Sandy Van Pat-
ten motioned to donate $500.00 
towards the event, seconded by 
Donna Rogers. All in favor. Motion 
Carried.
Donna Rogers motioned to have 

spring clean up on June 7th, Dwight 
Danner seconded the motion. All in 
favor. Motion Carried.
Rick Shafranek motioned to 

charge David Campbell $965.79 
for a big water leak, the payments 
will be split over a 9-month period. 
Danner seconded the motion. All in 
favor. Motion Carried.
Discussion was made on seal 

coating of streets, no action taken 
by the council at this time.
Rick Shafranek motioned to ad-

journ the meeting at 8:36pm, sec-
onded by Sandy Van Patten.
Darrell Wilkening, Mayor
Melanie Vermillion, City Clerk
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Keokuk Co BOS • Minutes and Claims 4.7.2025

KEOKUK COUNTY BOARD 
PROCEEDINGS

APRIL 7, 2025
The Keokuk County Board of Su-

pervisors met in regular session, 
Monday, April 7, 2025, in the Board 
Room of the Courthouse. Pres-
ent were Michael C. Hadley, Dar-
yl Wood, Kevin Weber and Christy 
Bates, County Auditor. 
Wood moved, Weber seconded to 

approve the agenda. All ayes and 
motion carried. Casey Jarmes, 
News Review, and Ashton Thomas 
were present.
Weber moved, Wood seconded to 

approve the minutes of March 31, 
2025 as submitted. All ayes and 
motion carried. 
Wood moved, Weber seconded to 

proclaim April as Child Abuse Pre-
vention month as requested. All 
ayes and motion carried. Tammy 
Kesterson spoke of programs fund-
ed by Decat and community part-
nerships to protect children and 
provide a safe, structured learn-
ing environment and child abuse of 
various levels continue to rise. 
Met with Engineer McGuire re-

garding the Keokuk County High-
way Department as follows: met 
with MCG regarding updating se-
curity cameras; plans to apply for 
the Department of Transportation 
DARA grant and Keokuk County 
was awarded the Highway Safety 
Improvement grant in the amount 
of $500,000 towards a portion of 
the Pigeon Road project. 
Public hearing regarding vacating 

right of way in Van Buren township, 
Section 15, along V45 (200th Ave-
nue) was held. No oral or written 
objections were received. Wood 
moved, Weber seconded to close 
the public hearing at 9:10 a.m. All 
ayes and motion carried.
Weber moved, Wood second-

ed approval of resolution and quit 
claim deed for vacating right of way 
in Van Buren township, Section 15, 
along V45 (200th Avenue) was held. 
All ayes and motion carried. 
Weber moved, Wood seconded 

approval of April 7, 2025 claims list-
ing as submitted. All ayes and mo-
tion carried. 

CLAIM DATE: April 7, 2025
ACME TOOLS .....................628.00
ADAM, ANDY ........................58.50
ADAM, TOM ..........................50.00
ADAMS, RAYMOND .............50.00
AGRILAND FS ................. 5,786.10
AHLERS & COONEY .........800.00
ALLIANT ENERGY ..........6,978.96
ALTORFER MACHINERY .............  

 ........................................ 5,781.03
AMAZON CAPITAL SERV.. 267.20
AMERICLEAN OF IA .....12,384.71
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY ..........  
 ........................................1,001.80

AT&T MOBILITY ...................50.01
ATWOOD ELECTRIC .........165.00
BAILEY OFFICE ...................34.80
BC INVESTMENTS ............600.00
BEASLEY, KIRK ...................50.00
BETHEL CEM ..................... 116.00
BOENDER, JUSTIN .............52.50
BOND, RICHARD .................36.53
BRAMSCHREIBER, TYLER .........  
 .............................................53.82

BROERMAN, LINDGREN & 
DENNY ...........................2,383.20

BROTHERS MARKET ...........31.15
BUEHNEMAN, STEVE ......... 51.50
C J COOPER & ASSOC .......10.00
CALHOUN-BURNS & ASSOC ......  
 ........................................4,467.50

CENTRAL IA DIST ............. 447.00
CENTRAL IA DETENTION ...........  
 ........................................1,250.00

CHARM-TEX....................... 418.40
CLUBB, BONNIE ................ 357.44
CLUBB, MARCIA ................169.00
CLUBB, ROBBIN .................. 37.97
COMPLETE CARE OF IA ..300.00
CONTROL SOLUTIONS .. 1,740.01
DEJONG LAWN & LANDSCAPE ..  
 ...........................................240.00

DELTA, CITY OF.............. 2,512.65
DESIGN HOUSE PLUS ......331.00
DOUDS STONE ........... 131,527.93
EAST CENTRAL DIST ISSA .........  
 .............................................50.00

ELLIOTT BULK SERV .....2,769.59
ELLIOTT OIL .................. 18,416.24
FARMERS COOP ASSOC ..410.00
FRIENDS CEM ...................680.00
GARRETT CEM ..................876.00
GIBSON, CITY OF..............923.88
GOLDMAN, DAWN ...............84.00
GREENLEYS CORP ............ 77.46
H & M FARM & HOME ........ 245.19
HACKERT, BO ......................59.50
HEDRICK LIB ..................5,059.22
HELMUTH, ALLIE ...............205.50
HUTCHINSON SALT CO ...............  
 ......................................51,249.00

IA EM MNGT ASSOC .........155.00
IA ST SHERIFFS & DEP ASSOC .  
 ...........................................125.00

IA LAW ENF ACADEMY .....125.00
IA STATE UNIV ...................150.00
ISAC GROUP UNEMPLOY FUND  
 ........................................2,624.38

ISCTA ..................................150.00
JOHNSON CO MED EXAM DEPT  
 ........................................ 2,744.42

KENT, CHARLES................ 115.40
KEOKUK CO HWY DEPT .. 181.69
KEOTA WILSON MEM LIB ............  
 ........................................6,425.34

KESWICK, CITY OF ........2,302.66

KINROSS, CITY OF ...........335.49
KRIER JAMES ...................... 61.00
LAFAYETTE TWP CLERK ...52.00
LEE, BRYAN ...........................8.00
LISCO/LTDS .......................393.49
LUERS, KEVIN .....................50.00
LYLE, DENNY .......................50.00
MAHASKA CO AUDITOR .............  
 ........................................2,219.83

MAHASKA CO ENV ........7,950.00
MAIL SERVICES LLC .........390.77
MAILING SERVICES INC .............  
 ........................................2,044.52

MARTELL ELECTRIC .........327.10
MARTINS FLAG CO ...........664.51
MARTINSBURG, CITY OF .. 971.67
MCFARLAN CEM ...............296.00
MCGUIRE, ANDREW ...........40.00
MESSERSCHMITT, LAVADA .......  
 ........................................... 300.12

METAL CULVERTS .......33,798.80
MID COUNTRY MACHINERY .......  
 ........................................5,385.00

MID-AMERICA PUBLISHING .......  
 ...........................................645.93

MID-AMERICAN RESEARCH ......  
 ...........................................401.57

MITCHELL LAW OFFICE ...575.00
MMIT ................................... 154.79
MOD COOP TELEPHONE ..349.80
MOSE LEVY CO ............. 3,290.27
MUSCO CORP ................... 191.06
NET2PHONE ................... 1,138.98
NETSMART TECH ..........1,868.46
NORRIS ASPHALT PAVING .........  
 ...........................................424.05

NO ENGLISH TELEPHONE ..........  
 ........................................1,289.88

OLLIE, CITY OF .............. 1,195.41
PLEASANT HILL CEM .........88.00
RICE, JUNE ..........................50.00
RICHLAND LIB ................7,243.56
SANITY SOLUTIONS ...... 2,077.08
SCHROEDER FRAME\ALIGN......  
 ........................................ 2,969.15

SIEREN, MITCH ...................50.00
SIGOURNEY LIB ........... 12,705.70
SIGOURNEY TREECARE ..100.00
SIGOURNEY, CITY OF ... 1,089.17
SINCLAIR TRACTOR...........59.02
SKYLINE STEEL ...........24,500.00
SLAUBAUGH, BRETT .........59.00
SOUTH ENGLISH LIB .....3,572.88
ST PATRICKS/LITTLE CREEK .....  
 ...........................................168.00

STRIEGEL, JAMES ..............50.00
STRIEGEL, MIKE .................50.00
TIFCO INDUSTRIES ....... 1,091.67
TUSING, STEPHANIE ........146.20
ULINE ............................... 1,261.21
UNIV OF IA HEALTH CARE..........  
 ...........................................180.00

US CELLULAR .....................83.42
VERIZON WIRELESS ........ 695.19
VISA (SEC RD) ...................740.90
VISA (ASSESSOR)...............80.54
VISA (IT) .............................425.00

VISA (JAIL)..............................8.20
VISA (EM) .............................10.00
VISA (PH) .........................1,265.68
VISA (REC) ......................... 271.04
WAPELLO CO AUDITOR ...494.94
WEBSTER, CITY OF ..........468.51
WELLINGTON TOOL SALES........  
 ........................................... 683.15

WEX BANK ...........................32.36
WHAT CHEER LIB ...........4,993.30
WHITEHURST, JERRY ........ 37.67
WINDSTREAM ...................901.56
WINDSTREAM LAKEDALE ..........  
 ........................................ 1,268.18

WINGER CONTRACTING ............  
 ........................................1,640.00

WOOD, DARYL K ............... 116.00
TOTAL ........................$416,013.96 
Hadley moved, Wood seconded 

approval of resolution appointing 
Tommy Smith to the Veteran’s Af-
fairs Commission to fill a vacancy 
as submitted. All ayes and motion 
carried. VA Director Herman in-
formed Smith is very active on be-
half of veterans and was appoint-
ed by the VA Commissioners in 
March. 
Various Board and Committee re-

ports were held. Wood attended a 
BOOST meeting. Weber attended 
Decat & Early Childhood meetings. 
Hadley had no scheduled meetings 
last week. 
Discussion of old/new business 

and public comment was held. A 
letter was received from the City 
of Sigourney notifying of a public 
hearing request for a zoning vari-
ance regarding use of first floor 
buildings as dwelling units to be 
held on April 8, 2025 at noon. Ash-
ton Thomas, Keota High School 
graduate, informed he was present 
due to a requirement of Ag Lead-
ership college course to attend a 
county Board of Supervisors meet-
ing. The FY26 Keokuk County bud-
get public hearing will be held next 
week on April 14, 2025.
On vote and motion Hadley ad-

journed the meeting at 9:40 a.m.
The above and foregoing informa-

tion is a summary of the minutes 
taken at the above indicated meet-
ing. The full and complete set of 
minutes is available at the Keokuk 
County Auditor’s Office and www.
keokukcounty.iowa.gov.
Approved _
Disapproved _
Michael C. Hadley, Daryl Wood, 

Kevin Weber
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Idaho Housing v. Deshler 250042

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
OF KEOKUK COUNTY

Idaho Housing and Finance As-
sociation
Plaintiff,
vs.
Austin M. Deshler; Unknown 

spouse, if any, of Austin M. Desh-
ler; Parties in Possession, et al.
Defendants.
EQUITY NO: EQEQ041546
ORIGINAL NOTICE FOR PUBLI-

CATION
You are notified that a petition has 

been filed in the office of this court 
naming you as a defendant in this 
action. The petition was filed on 
February 21, 2025, and prays for 
foreclosure of Plaintiffs Mortgage 
in favor of the Plaintiff on the prop-
erty described in this notice and 
judgment for the unpaid principal 
amount of $72,258.97, with 4.875% 
per annum interest thereon from 
April 1, 2024, together with late 
charges, advances and the costs of 
the action including (but not limited 
to) title costs and reasonable attor-
ney’s fees, as well as a request that 
said sums be declared a lien upon 
the following described premises 
from October 29, 2018, located in 
Keokuk county, Iowa:
Commencing at the South-

west Corner of the North Twen-

ty-six and one-third rods of the 
North Half of the South two-
thirds of the West Twenty-one 
acres of the East Half of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 
Thirty-six, Township Seven-
ty-four North, Range Thirteen 
West of the Fifth Principal Me-
ridian, in Keokuk County, Iowa, 
thence East Twenty-one rods 
one and one-half feet, thence 
North Fourteen Rods Thirteen 
and Three-fourths feet, thence 
West Twenty-one rods one and 
one-half feet, thence South to 
the point of beginning, except 
the South One Hundred Twenty 
feet in equal width thereof., com-
monly known as 603 S Main St, 
Hedrick, IA 52563 (the “Proper-
ty”)
The petition further prays that the 

Mortgage on the above described 
real estate be foreclosed, that a 
special execution issue for the 
sale of as much of the mortgaged 
premises as is necessary to satis-
fy the judgment and for other relief 
as the Court deems just and equi-
table. For further details, please 
review the petition on file in the 
clerk's office. The Plaintiffs attor-
ney is Richard Reinblatt, of South-
Law, P.C.; whose address is 10855 
W Dodge Road, Suite 250, Omaha, 

NE 68154.
NOTICE

The plaintiff has elected fore-
c losure wi thout redemp -
tion. This means that the sale 
of the mortgaged property will 
occur promptly after entry of 
judgment unless you file a writ-
ten demand with the court to 
delay the sale. If you file a writ-
ten demand, the sale will be de-
layed until six months (or three 
months if the petition includes a 
waiver of deficiency judgment) 
from the entry of judgment if 
the mortgaged property is your 
residence and is a one-family 
or two-family dwelling or until 
two months from entry of judg-
ment if the mortgaged property 
is not your residence or is your 
residence but not a one-family 
or two-family dwelling. You will 
have no right of redemption af-
ter the sale. The purchaser at the 
sale will be entitled to immediate 
possession of the mortgaged 
property. You may purchase at 
the sale.
You must serve a motion or an-

swer on or before June 3, 2025, 
and within a reasonable time there-
after, you must file your motion 
or answer with the Clerk of Court 
for Keokuk County, at the coun-

ty courthouse in Sigourney, Iowa. 
If you fail to respond, judgment by 
default may be rendered against 
you for the relief demanded in the 
petition.
If you require the assistance of 

auxiliary aids or services to par-
ticipate in a court action because 
of a disability, immediately call 
your District ADA Coordinator at 
641-326-6502. If you are hearing 
impaired, call Relay Iowa TTY at 
1-800-735-2942.
This case has been filed in a coun-

ty that utilizes electronic filing. You 
may find more information and gen-
eral rules governing electronic fil-
ing in Iowa Court Rules Chapter 16. 
You may find information concern-
ing protection of personal informa-
tion in court filings in Iowa Court 
Rules Chapter 16, Division VI.
By:
CLERK OF THE ABOVE COURT
Keokuk County Courthouse
101 South Main Street,
Sigourney, IA 52591
IMPORTANT:
YOU ARE ADVISED TO SEEK 

LEGAL ADVICE AT ONCE TO 
PROTECT YOUR INTERESTS.
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23 and 30, and May 7, 2025

PROBATE
IMOGENE "JEAN" PIERCE ESPR038601

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR KEOKUK COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF IMOGENE "JEAN" 

PIERCE, Deceased
PROBATE NO. ESPR038601

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, 
OF APPOINTMENT OF EXEC-

UTOR, AND NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS

To All Persons Interested in the 
Estate of Imogene "Jean" Pierce, 
Deceased, who died on or about 
March 4, 2025:
You are hereby notified that on 

March 17th, 2025, the Last Will 
and Testament of Imogene "Jean" 
Pierce, deceased, bearing date of 
March 30, 2004, First Codicil, dat-
ed January 13, 2023, was admit-
ted to probate in the above-named 
court and that Steven Pierce was 
appointed Executor of the estate. 
Any action to set aside the will 
must be brought in the district court 
of said county within the later to oc-
cur of four months from the date of 
the second publication of this no-
tice or one month from the date of 
mailing of this notice to all heirs of 
the decedent and devisees under 
the will whose identities are rea-
sonably ascertainable, or thereaf-

ter be forever barred.
Notice is further given that all per-

sons indebted to the estate are re-
quested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against the 
estate shall file them with the clerk 
of the above-named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless 
so filed by the later to occur of four 
months from the date of the sec-
ond publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mailing 
of this notice (unless otherwise al-
lowed or paid) a claim is thereafter 
forever barred.
Dated March 17th, 2025.
_/s/Steven Pierce_
Steven Pierce, Executor of Estate
PO Box 39
North English, IA 52316
Michae l  R .  Horn ,  IC IS # : 

AT0003569
Attorney for Executor
Moore, McKibben,
Goodman & Lorenz, LLP
26 South 1st Ave, Suite 302
Marshalltown, IA 50158
Date of second publication
April 30, 2025
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23 and 30, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Sigourney • Claims 4.16.2025

CITY OF SIGOURNEY
APRIL 16, 2025

Access Systems-Services- ...........  
 ...................................... $1,568.18

ACCO- Services- ..............$720.20
All American Pest Control-Ser-
vices - ..............................$188.00

Atwood Electric- Services- ............  
 .........................................$164.05

Badger Meter- Services- ..$248.50
Brothers Market-Supplies- .. $88.56
Column Software PBC- Services-  
 .........................................$353.07

Dakota Supply Group- Supplies-...  
 ..................................... $2,803.00

Greenleys Corp- Supplies- ............  
 .........................................$431.87

H&M- Supplies-...................$50.96
Hutchinson Salt Company-Sup-
plies- ............................ $3,894.99

Kadie Conrad-Mileage reimburse-
ment- .................................$117.60

KC Highway Department- Ser-
vices- ...............................$826.21

Kelly Equipment-Supplies- ............  
 ..................................... $4,500.00

Kerr Construction-Services -.........  
 ......................................$9,950.00

Microbac- Services- .......$1,124.75
Mid-America Publising-Services- .  
 .........................................$154.50

Misc on Main- Services- ................  
 ...................................... $3,191.98

Municipal Professional Insitute- 
Clerk Classes- .................$496.00

One of a Kind Customs-Services-  
 .........................................$567.08

Pierce Fence Company-Services-  
 ......................................$9,163.00

Renner Construction- Services- ...  
 ....................................$16,754.89

SIMCO- Services- .........$1,986.30
Sinclair Napa-Supplies- .....$111.58
Windstream-Services- ..........$5.99
Total ..............................$59,461.26
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Sigourney • March 2025 Claims

MARCH 2025 REVENUES: 
General - $15,927.35
Memorial Hall Restoration- ............  
 ......................................$4,491.68

Library- ...........................$8,729.94
Road Use- ....................$18,202.62
Employee Benefits- ....... $1,691.30
Local Options Sales & Services 
Tax- ............................. $20,766.16

Lewis Memorial Fountain-.. $311.64
Restricted Gifts- ............ $3,665.00
Debt Service- .................$3,525.31
Water Utility- ................ $47,054.15
Water Sinking- .............. $6,695.00
Water Improvement- ..... $3,000.00
Water Project- ................$5,605.42
Water SRF 2001- ..............$243.64
Water Customer Deposit- ..............  
 ......................................$1,889.54

Sewer Utility- ................$56,291.36
Sewer Sinking- .............$29,575.00
Sewer Improvement- $1,000.00
Sewer Project- ...............$4,777.26
Sewer Surcharge- ......... $3,632.96
Sanitation - ...................$23,689.81
Medical Self Funding- ....$1,600.00
March 2025 Revenue Total ............  
 ..................................$262,365.14

Other Checks Issued: 
VISA – Supplies ............... $483.84
Treasurer, State of Iowa - Excise 
Tax- ...............................$2,455.91

Treasurer, State of Iowa - Sales 

Tax- ............................... $1,231.23
Student Assurance Services - .......  
 .............................................$3.00

Alliant Energy – Utilities- ...............  
 .................................... $23,156.19

gWorks Fee - ..................... $178.80
Leading Edge - Sewer Roof Re-
pair- ............................ $28,962.50

Brent Gilliland - Cell Phone Reim-
bursement ..........................$40.00

Randy Hemsley - Cell Phone Re-
imbursement ......................$25.00

Don Northup - Cell Phone Reim-
bursement ..........................$40.00

Logan Northup - Cell Phone Reim-
bursement ..........................$25.00

Jonathan Utterback - Cell Phone 
Reimbursement- ................$25.00

US Postmaster - Utility Bills ...........  
 .........................................$458.32

MacQueen Equipment -Sweeper- .  
 ..................................$125,000.00

Transfers / Expenses- ..$54,370.02
Payroll (2/17/2025-03/02/2025)- ...  
 ....................................$22,537.34

Payroll (3/3/2025-03/16/2025- ......  
 ....................................$39,106.53

Medical Self Funding - ...$4,691.55
March 2025 Other Checks Issued 
Total- ........................ $302,790.23
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Keokuk County Hospital & Clinics • 3rd Quarter Disbursements FY2025

KEOKUK COUNTY HOSPITAL & 
CLINICS

REGISTER OF 
DISBURSEMENTS

3rd Quarter - Fiscal Year 2025
VENDOR ........................... Amount
ACUTE CARE INC .........18,240.00
AED SUPERSTORE ........2,021.00
AFLAC ........................... 20,655.96
AGRILAND FS INC ..........5,242.03
AHA ECC DISTRIBUTION ............  
 ........................................1,215.00

AIR SAFE LLC .................1,381.25
AIRGAS USA LLC ...........4,753.79
ALADTEC ........................3,024.00
ALIMED INC ......................... 80.75
ALLIANT UTILITIES ..... 28,228.98
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES, 
INC ...................................5,151.41

AMERICAN ASSOC NURSE 
PRACTIONR .....................153.00

AMERICAN BOTTLING COMPA-
NY ......................................163.80

AMERICAN MESSAGING ...319.17
ANDERSON ERICKSON DAIRY 
CO......................................800.78

ATWOOD ELECTRIC INC .............  
 ........................................9,965.01

BACKFLOW PREVENTION SERV 
OF IA .................................915.00

BAKER, BARB .................2,100.00
BAXTER HEALTHCARE CORP ...  
 ........................................5,450.77

BIO-RAD LABORATORIES, INC ..  
 ........................................9,507.44

BLACK HAWK ROOF CO, INC .....  
 ...................................... 27,375.00

BLOOM PEDIATRICS ...10,830.00
BOUND TREE MEDICAL LLC ......  
 ........................................ 1,813.93

BRACCO DIAGNOSTICS INC ......  
 ........................................... 351.00

BROTHERS MARKET .........511.73
BROWN'S MEDICAL IMAGING ....  
 ........................................8,210.00

BUG MAN PEST CONTROL .........  
 ...........................................330.00

C H MCGUINESS CO INC ............  

 ...................................... 20,170.00
CARDINAL HEALTH MED PROD-
UCTS ............................34,630.61

CARE FUSION SOLUTIONS ........  
 ........................................5,940.00

CEPHEID ...................... 33,049.44
CHAMPION MASSAGE THERA-
PY, LLC ..............................850.00

CITY OF HEDRICK ............ 209.19
CITY OF SIGOURNEY ....2,946.21
COLLECTION SERVICES CEN-
TER .................................2,215.38

COLUMN SOFTWARE, PBC ........  
 ........................................... 257.57

CONSOLIDATED ELECTRICAL 
DIST ................................1,025.00

CONTROL SOLUTIONS INC ........  
 ...........................................552.58

COPIC INSURANCE CO ..............  
 ........................................3,463.00

COX SANITATION & RECYCLING  
 ........................................2,277.00

CUNNINGHAM INC .......14,445.58
CURATIVE TALENT, LLC ..............  
 ...................................... 18,315.72

D.I.A.L./ELEVATOR SAFETY 
BUREA ................................75.00

DENMAN & COMPANY LLP .........  
 ..................................... 25,400.00

DEPT OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
SERVICE ........................... 175.00

DESIGN HOUSE PLUS LLC .........  
 ........................................ 2,710.00

DR. JOSEPH RATTENNI ..............  
 ........................................1,820.00

DR. LINDY EATWELL ........ 547.77
E.O. JOHNSON CO., INC ..661.50
EMS DETERGENT SERVICES ....  
 ........................................1,836.77

EMS LEARNING RESOURCES 
CENTER ............................ 617.00

ENCHANTED EVENTS, LLC ........  
 ...........................................250.00

ENERGAGE, LLC ............ 2,980.11
ENLIVEN HEALTH INC ...1,303.56
ESO SOLUTIONS INC .... 5,170.37
ESPY SERVICES ................. 81.08
FIBER STAFFING LLC .. 46,835.00

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRA-
TION ..................................548.00

FREDRIKSON & BYRON PA ........  
 ........................................1,275.00

GALL'S INC .........................433.53
GE PRECISION HEALTHCARE 
LLC ...............................23,160.90

GLOBAL EQUIPMENT COMPA-
NY INC............................1,792.39

GLOBE LIFE (LIBERTY NATION-
AL) ...................................9,197.73

GOVERNMENT FORMS AND 
SUPPLIES ......................... 100.10

GRAINGER ...................... 1,450.74
GRANT HENNING ........ 11,760.00
GRAPE TREE MEDICAL STAFF-
ING LL ..........................71,500.00

GREENLEYS CORP .......... 241.20
H&M FARM AND HOME SUPPLY  
 ........................................2,390.74

HD SUPPLY .....................3,529.87
HEALTH CARE LOGISTICS .........  
 ...........................................592.53

HEALTH ENTERPRISES ..............  
 ........................................8,794.37

HEALTH PHYSICS ASSOCIATES, 
LLC .................................1,200.00

HEARTLAND SHREDDING INC ..  
 ...........................................560.00

HELMUTH FORD .......... 15,037.69
HENRY SCHEIN INC .......2,071.12
HOGAN STAFFING LLC .. 8,640.00
HOLETON, RONALD K ......455.00
IMPACT LIFE ...................1,456.00
INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE ..........................164.00

IOWA CRYOGENICS .........220.00
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERV ..............................1,845.00

IOWA HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION .  
 ........................................7,549.00

IOWA PATHOLOGY ASSOCI-
ATES, PC ........................3,550.00

IOWA RHTP .....................2,685.00
IOWA SPECIALTY HOSPITALS & 
CLI ..................................2,100.00

J. EVANS NUTRITION CONSULT-
ING .................................2,856.50

JACK R VALLANDINGHAM ..........  
 ...........................................325.00

KASEYA US LLC ...........10,604.90
KBOE RADIO ..................3,495.00
KCHC AUXILIARY ..............165.00
KCI USA ...........................4,607.22
KEOKUK COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
OFFICE................................50.58

KIIC-FM ...............................100.00
KINGS III OF AMERICA, LLC .......  
 ........................................... 270.75

KIWANIS CLUB ..................500.00
KLOSE TRAINING ..........3,300.00
LIFELINE SYSTEMS COMPANY ..  
 ........................................ 1,989.18

LISCO...............................5,588.40
MAHASKA HEALTH PARTNER-
SHIP .............................20,438.63

MAHASKA MARKETS (IA)..444.10
MARIE GRACE PHOTOGRAPHY  
 ...........................................100.00

MARKETLAB INC .............. 170.63
MARTIN BROS DIST CO INC .......  
 ......................................10,931.36

MCKESSON DRUG CO ................  
 ...................................... 49,076.12

MCKESSON DRUG--HOSP 340B  
 ......................................24,453.40

MCKESSON MEDICAL SURGI-
CAL (LAB .......................3,353.74

MCKESSON MEDICAL-SURGI-
CAL (CS) ......................51,594.66

MEDIACOM .................... 3,260.22
MEDLINE INDUSTRIES INC ........  
 ........................................2,596.62

MEDPRO WASTE DISPOSAL 
LLC .................................2,992.98

MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO .....  
 ........................................... 125.41

MID-AMERICAN PUBLISHING ....  
 ........................................ 1,701.00

MIDWEST ONE BANK .. 29,300.53
MINNESOTA CHILD SUPPORT 
PAYMEN .........................3,322.56

MISC ON MAIN ................... 119.51
MORLAN JIMMY L ............. 110.00
ND CHILD SUPPORT DIVISION ..  
 ...........................................783.70

NEW YORK LIFE .............4,408.95
NIHON KOHDEN AMERICA INC ..  
 ....................................... 5,533.34

ONESTAFF MEDICAL LLC ...........  
 ........................................9,720.00

ONNEN COMPANY INC ..1,477.15
ONR NATION SPEECH 
PATHOLGY INC ..............6,187.91

OSKALOOSA HERALD .....250.00
OTTUMWA RADIO .......... 1,674.21
OUTCOMES .................... 5,133.37
PERFORMANCE HEALTH ...........  
 ........................................1,029.86

PETTY CASH .....................162.27
PHARMACY-LITE PACKAGING ...  
 ........................................ 2,731.25

PHELPS AUTO SUPPLY ....499.00
PHYSICIAN MANAGEMENT SVC 
IA.....................................6,305.50

PIPETTE-TEK .....................103.00
PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL FINAN-
CIAL ...................................450.30

PREMIER SPECIALTY NET-
WORK LLC .....................5,763.47

QUIDEL CORPORATION .............  
 ........................................1,534.00

REED OVERHEAD DOORS .........  
 ........................................... 837.90

REID'S BAKERY .................372.00
RX CARE ASSURANCE ....600.00
SCHROEDER GRAPHICS & 
SIGN LLC .......................... 715.00

SETPOINT MECHANICAL 
SRVCS LLC .................. 93,744.10

SHARED MEDICAL SERVICES 
INC ..................................3,318.00

SHELTON-DEHAAN CO ....224.00
SHETTLER MEDIA LLC ..1,725.00
SIGOURNEY DOLLARS ...............  
 ........................................3,300.00

SIGOURNEY GOLF & COUNTRY 
CLUB ...................................50.00

SIGOURNEY LUMBER CO...........  
 ........................................1,802.47

SINCLAIR NAPA ...................11.71
SMITH, LISA ................. 20,206.50
SOMNITECH ...................8,030.00
STAFFING FIRST LLC ..39,555.63

STAK TECH SOLUTIONS LLC .....  
 ........................................4,550.00

STANDARD INSURANCE COM-
PANY,RAS ......................1,309.44

STAPLES CONTRACT & COM-
MER INC.........................3,105.56

STEWART'S AUTO SERVICE 
LLC ....................................246.38

SYMMETRY ENERGY SOLU-
TIONS LLC ...................10,700.93

SYSMEX AMERICA INC .. 2,109.75
THE COMPLIANCE TEAM ...........  
 ....................................... 3,900.00

THE COUNTRY MILE .....1,300.00
THE GARDEN GATE ..........200.00
THE STANDARD, VISION .............  
 ........................................3,326.04

TK ELEVATOR CORP ........465.00
TRAVELERS INSURANCE ...........  
 ........................................... 827.00

TRUBRIDGE, INC ........ 35,534.58
TYPENEX MEDICAL LLC ....59.03
UI COMMUNITY CLINICS ..650.00
UIHC CLINICAL STAFF OFFICE ..  
 ...........................................450.00

ULINE ...............................8,552.08
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA HEALT 
CARE ..............................6,660.00

VAPOTHERM INC .............. 160.18
VERITY SOLUTIONS GROUP 
INC ..................................4,200.00

WAPITI MEDICAL STAFFING .......  
 ......................................11,293.00

WAYSTAR ........................3,759.23
WINDSTREAM ...................452.85
WINGER CONTRACTING CO ......  
 ...........................................286.00

WYATT DALE BAXTER ................  
 ..................................... 95,940.00

ZEPTO METRIX LLC .......1,870.09
ZOLL MEDICAL CORPORATION  
 ........................................ 1,474.96

TOTAL QUARTERLY DISBURSE-
MENTS ................... 1,253,466.84
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Sigourney • Minutes 4.2.2025

SIGOURNEY CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES

The following are summarized 
minutes of regular City Council 
meeting on April 2, 2025.
The Sigourney City Council met 

in regular session in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall on Wednes-
day, April 2, 2025, with Mayor Pro 
tem McLaughlin presiding and the 
following Council members an-
swering roll call: McLaughlin, Ios-
baker, Lentz, Schultz, Clark and 
Conrad. Others present were: Cin-
dy Deitrich; Billy Claywell; Steve 
Shettler, Steve Shettler Media; 
Brent Gilliland, Public Works Direc-
tor II; Kadie Conrad, Deputy City 
Clerk and Ashley Fry, City Clerk.
The meeting was called to order at 

6:00 p.m. Conrad moved, second-
ed by Lentz, to approve the tenta-
tive agenda. Roll call vote Ayes:6
Conrad moved, seconded by 

Lentz, to approve the following 
items on the Consent Agenda 
items: Minutes of Regular Council 
Meeting of March 19, 2025; Min-
utes of Special Council Meeting #1 
of March 24, 2025; Minutes of Spe-
cial Council Meeting #2 of March 

24, 2025; Don and Brent to attend 
IAWEA Region 6 Conference in 
Iowa City on May 7th at the cost of 
$60.00 per member; credit card re-
port and to set time and place for 
the next regular scheduled Coun-
cil meeting is April 19, 2025 at 
6:00 p.m. at City Hall. Roll call vote 
Ayes:6
Conrad moved, seconded by 

Iosbaker, to approve the follow-
ing items on the Consent Agenda 
items: Council Accounts Payable 
claims in the amount of $84,642.47. 
Roll call vote Ayes:5 Abstain:1
The city has been approached 

by Duro-Last to possibly complete 
community service around town. 
Brent stated they have employees 
that would like to donate some time 
to clean up parks and etc., accord-
ing to employment requirements. 
Council member Conrad moved 
seconded by Council member Ios-
baker, to approve Duro-Last Em-
ployees to complete community 
services project or projects around 
town. Roll call vote Ayes: 6
Lentz moved seconded by Clark 

to approve the Swimming Pool Pol-
icies and Procedures Handbook. 

Roll call vote Ayes:6
Clark moved seconded by Lentz 

to approve the display ad for a 
flag football director, which will be 
placed in the News Review on April 
9th and 16th. Roll call vote Ayes: 6
Lentz moved seconded by Clark 

to approve the additional LOSST 
fund to cover the shipping charges 
on the trash receptables. Roll call 
vote Ayes: 6
Schultz moved seconded by Lentz 

to approve L.L. Pelling to re-stripe 
the parking stalls, No parking, 
Handicap, curb and all crosswalks 
on the City Square and 1 block off 
the square in each direction and to 
re-stripe the Library parking Lot. 
Roll call vote Ayes: 6
Lentz moved, seconded by Clark, 

to adjourn the meeting. Roll call 
vote Ayes: 6
The meeting was adjourned at 

6:26 p.m. 
Connie McLaughlin, Mayor Pro 

Tem.
Ashley Fry, City Clerk
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
English Valleys CSD • Work Session 4.9.2025

THE MINUTES OF THE WORK 
SESSION OF THE ENGLISH 

VALLEYS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ON APRIL 9TH, 

2025.
English Valleys members pres-

ent: Susan Schaefer, Trent For-
rest, Steve Axmear, Tom Voss, Ka-
tie Taukei, Board Secretary Wendy 
Ayers
Others present: Superintendent 

Curt Rheingans, Nick Breuer, Amy 
Harger, Zach Weilbacher, Ash-
ley Dickey, Pam Nachtman, Car-
rie Burdick, Renee Allison, Karen 
Sieren

The work session was called to or-
der at 5:00pm.
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Axmear to approve 
the agenda. Motion carried.
The board entered discussion on 

a facility improvement plan and 
PPEL spending plan for the sum-
mer of 2025. 
The board held discussion that the 

district has only received one paint 
bid. The board also went to a class-
room in the building to look at how 
difficult it would be to demo the cur-
rent chalkboards. The board dis-
cussed that classrooms have two 

chalkboards/tag boards – is that 
what the teachers want. Admin-
istration discussed sending out a 
survey to see if teachers want two 
boards in their classrooms, or do 
they just want one. 
The board discussed getting two 

bids to remove and hang white-
boards back up in classrooms. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Axmear to adjourn at 
6pm. Motion carried.
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
English Valleys CSD • Special Meeting 4.9.2025

THE MINUTES OF THE 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

ENGLISH VALLEYS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ON APRIL 9TH, 

2025.
English Valleys members pres-

ent: Susan Schaefer, Tom Voss, 
Trent Forrest, Steve Axmear, Ka-
tie Taukei, Board Secretary Wen-
dy Ayers
Others present: Superintendent 

Curt Rheingans, Amy Harger, 
Nick Breuer, Pam Nachtman, Car-
rie Burdick, Karen Sieren, Ashley 
Dickey, Zach Weilbacher, Renee 
Allison
The meeting was called to order 

at 6:01 pm.
The board read the Pledge of Al-

legiance.
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to approve the 
agenda. Motion carried.
Katie Taukei read the Mission 

Statement.
The board held the FY26 Budget 

Public Hearing #1. The board en-
tered the public hearing at 6:03pm. 
Board President Susan Schae-
fer asked if there were any attend-
ees wanting to comment on the 
proposed budget. None were re-
ceived. Secretary Ayers informed 
the board that there were no written 
comments received on the FY 26 
School Budget. President Schae-
fer declared that the public hearing 
closed at 6:04pm. 
The board held the FY26 Calen-

dar Public Hearing. The board en-
tered the public hearing at 6:04pm. 
Board President Susan Schaefer 

asked if there were any attendees 
wanting to comment on the pro-
posed calendar. None were re-
ceived. Administration informed the 
board that there one written com-
ment received from Kate Molyneux 
on the FY26 Calendar, asking the 
board to consider reverting and ap-
proving the original calendar put to-
gether by administration and teach-
ers. President Schaefer declared 
that the public hearing closed at 
6:05pm. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to adjourn at 
6:05pm. Motion carried.
Wendy Ayers, Board Secretary
Published in The News-Review on 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
English Valleys CSD • Minutes 4.9.2025

THE MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

ENGLISH VALLEYS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ON APRIL 9TH, 

2025.
English Valleys members pres-

ent: Susan Schaefer, Tom Voss, 
Trent Forrest, Steve Axmear, Katie 
Taukei, and Board Secretary Wen-
dy Ayers
Others present: Superintendent 

Curt Rheingans, Amy Harger, Nick 
Breuer, Pam Nachtman, Megan 
Knapp, Carrie Burdick, Melinda 
Semler, Ashley Dickey, Zach Wei-
lbacher, Renee Allison, Karen Sie-
ren
The meeting was called to order 

at 6:30 pm.
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Voss to approve the 
agenda, with the addition on one 
resignation. Motion carried.
The board held the FY26 Budget 

Public Hearing #2. The board en-
tered the public hearing at 6:32pm. 
Board President Susan Schae-
fer asked if there were any attend-
ees wanting to comment on the 
proposed budget. None were re-
ceived. Secretary Ayers informed 
the board that there were no written 
comments received on the FY 26 
School Budget. President Schae-
fer declared that the public hearing 
closed at 6:33pm. 
1. Regular Business - Consent 

Agenda
1. Approve Minutes of Meetings 

held in March 2025
2. Approve Payment of Activity 

Bills
3. Approve Payment of Bills
4. Receive Secretary/Treasur-

er’s Financial Report for the Month 
Ending 3/31/25
5. Receive and Take Action on 

Resignations
- Brittney Brecht- elementary as-

sociate
vii.Dakotah Kirkpatrick – Teacher
6. Receive and Take Action on 

Staff Contracts
1. Sam Moraetes .80 PE
2. Sam Moraetes assistant jr. high 

football
3. Sam Moraetes jr girls track
4. Kennedy Axmear assistant high 

school track
5. Russell Nieman assistant high 

school baseball
6. Chris Montross- Head Girls 

Basketball
7. Brennen Grimm-jr. high track
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukeit to approve 
the consent agenda. Roll call vote. 
Schaefer aye, Voss aye, Forrest 
aye, Axmear aye, Taukei aye. Mo-
tion carried. 
1. English Valleys Good News
Administration discussed Litera-

cy Night activities; ISASP testing is 
complete; Cyrus Morrison was ap-
pointed to a student tech statewide 

board; greenhouse will be open at 
the end of the month; Community 
Service day is the 23rd; Mr. Nacht-
man was the State Student Coun-
cil Banquet MC; and Mr. Baker was 
honored for the student construc-
tion program from Kirkwood.
The board welcomed the visitors 

present. No one spoke during open 
forum.
Administration discussed the 

FY26 School Budget. Superinten-
dent Rheingans discussed that 
there was a small increase of the 
tax rate to the budget for FY26. A 
motion was made by Forrest, sec-
onded by Taukei to approve the 
FY26 School Budget, including 
the $.33 Board approved PPEL 
levy. Roll call vote. Voss aye, For-
rest aye, Axmear aye, Taukei aye, 
Schaefer aye. Motion carried. 
A motion was made by Voss, 

seconded by Taukei to approve 
the FY26 School Budget Guar-
antee Resolution in the amount 
of $12,912. Roll call vote. Axmear 
aye, Voss aye, Taukei aye, Forrest 
aye, Schaefer aye. Motion carried. 
The board discussed the FY 

26 School calendar that was re-
worked from last month’s meeting, 
with a change in snow days. A mo-
tion was made by Taukei, second-
ed by Forrest to approve the FY26 
School calendar as presented. Roll 
call vote. Axmear aye, Taukei aye, 
Voss aye, Forrest aye, Schaefer 
aye. Motion carried.
The board discussed the snow 

day make up plan for students and 
employees. The last day for stu-
dents will be May 23rd, waiving the 
make up of the snow days. Employ-
ees will make up 3 of the snow days 
with the 4th being waived. A motion 
was made by Forrest, seconded by 
Taukei, to approve the snow make 
up day plan for FY25. Taukei aye, 
Axmear aye, Voss aye, Forrest aye, 
Schaefer aye. Motion carried.
A motion was made by Axmear, 

seconded by Voss to approve 
the requests from Grace Breth-
ren Church and the Community 
Church, to rent EV school buses to 
use to run a route for their Summer 
Bible Schools. Motion carried.
The board review Board Poli-

cy #103 and 103r1, Facility Long 
Range Planning. 
The board received the list of 

graduating seniors for 2024. A mo-
tion was made by Axmear, second-
ed by Forrest to approve the list of 
graduating seniors for 2025, con-
tingent upon successful completion 
of all requirements. Motion carried. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to leave stu-
dents fees and driver’s education 
fees the same for next year. Motion 
carried. 
The board discussed extending 

the agreement to use OPAA for the 

Hot Lunch services for next year. 
A motion was made by Voss, sec-
onded by Forrest to approve using 
OPAA for Hot Lunch services for 
the FY26 school year. Axmear aye, 
Taukei nay, Voss aye, Forrest aye, 
Schaefer aye. 4-1 Motion carried.
Athletic Director Zach Weilbacher 

discussed with the board moving to 
using Bound Iowa for all schedul-
ing, stats, official scheduling, and 
ticket taking. Mr. Weilbacher also 
discussed possibly getting adver-
tisement donations to help to cover 
costs of livestreaming. The board 
discussed charging for the lives-
tream. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to leave the 
student fees the same for the FY26 
school year. Motion carried.
Steve Axmear left the meeting at 

7:26pm. 
The board received the fundrais-

er requests:
1. 
a. Advertising on Bound/Hudl
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Voss to approve the 
presented fundraisers. Motion car-
ried.
A motion was made by Voss, sec-

onded by Taukei to approve the 
mentoring and induction consor-
tium agreement with GWAEA. Mo-
tion carried. 
1. Information and Discussion 

Items
1. Board Discussion Items
2. Open Enrollment Out Acknowl-

edgements
- Ella Aossey to Williamsburg Kin-

dergarten
i. Stormy Cloke 6th grade to Clear 

Creek Amana
3. Open Enrollment In Acknowl-

edgement
1. Raddix Dobbins-Kindergarten 

from Williamsburg
Superintendent/Board Communi-

cations
1. Staffing – Mr. Rheingans in-

formed the board there will be 
some adjusting teachers to differ-
ent classrooms with the resigna-
tions received at the elememen-
tary.
Next Regular Meeting: May 14, 

2025
The board entered Exempt Ses-

sion - Iowa Code Chapter 20.17 
(3) for the purpose of conducting 
a strategy session for those em-
ployees covered in Chapter 20 at 
7:35pm. Motion carried.
The board returned to open ses-

sion at 8:25pm. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Voss to adjourn at 
8:26pm. Motion carried.
Wendy Ayers, Board Secretary
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
English Valleys CSD • Minutes 4.14.2025

THE MINUTES OF THE 
PUBLIC MEETING OF THE 

ENGLISH VALLEYS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ON APRIL 14TH, 

2025.
Individuals present: Superin-

tendent Cur t Rheingans, Su-
san Schaefer, Trent Forrest, Pam 
Nachtman, Chuck Nachtman, Kate 

Molyneux
The meeting was called to order 

at 3:32 pm.
The English Valleys Board of Ed-

ucation presented their initial pro-
posal with an increase in salary of 
2.97%, additional compensation for 
the Athletic Director, and moving 
extra-curricular base to BA, Step 

0 multiplier amount. increased pay 
for coaches. 
Next meeting will be April 23rd at 

2pm. 
The meeting was concluded at 

3:43pm. 
Wendy Ayers
Published in The News-Review on 

April 23, 2025
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Farm Wife Approved Farm Wife Approved 
Recipes handed down from generation to generation.

By Katie Phillips
With planting season upon 

us, it is nice to have dinner 
ready to go in just a few short 
minutes. Instant Pots are all 
the craze these days. Here is 
my family’s favorite Instant 
Pot recipe. The cheesy good-
ness is sure to hit the spot 
with everyone. If you like 
your food to have a bit of a 
kick, all you have to do is add 
spicier sausage, and you’re 
good to go. You can also dou-
ble the recipe for larger fam-
ilies.

Ingredients:
1 pound smoked sausage 

(the rope kind), cut into bit 
sized slices

½ medium onion, diced 
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup sliced mushrooms

½ pound penne pasta, un-
cooked

2 cups chicken broth
2 cups Monterey Jack 

cheese
½ cup Parmesan cheese
2 cups fresh spinach
Instructions:
Add sausage, onions, gar-

lic, and mushrooms to the 
Instant Pot. Saute until there 
are brown bits on the bottom 
of the pot.  Deglaze pot with 
chicken broth. Add in penne 
pasta, and spinach. Stir to 
combine. Cover and cook 
7-9 minutes (or half the time 
listed on the package of the 
pasta) high pressure, quick 
release. Remove lid, add 
cheeses, stir until melted and 
serve. 

Instant Pot Penne Pasta

Farm Wife Approved is Sponsored by:

300 W. Kelly St. Sigourney, IA
641-224-8061

SIGOURNEY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CLINIC

Jefferson Co 93 AC+-
Jefferson Co 723 AC+-
Keokuk Co 38 AC+-
Mahaska Co 92 AC+-
Wapello Co 15 AC+-
Wapello Co 64 AC+-

Wapello Co 77.5 AC+-
Wapello Co 20 AC+-
Washington Co 13 AC+-
Washington Co 20 AC+-
Washington Co 17 6AC+-
Washington Co 94 AC+-

Send us your new address 
before you move...

... so your subscription isn’t interrupted.

Grain Indemnity Fund 
Assessment to Cease 
on September 1, 2025

DES MOINES – The Grain 
Indemnity Fund Board voted 
today to cease the assessment 
on grain sold to Iowa-li-
censed grain dealers as well 
as the participation fees for 
Iowa licensed grain dealers 
and warehouse operators as 
part of the Iowa Grain De-
positors and Sellers Indem-
nity Fund (Grain Indemnity 
Fund) effective September 1, 
2025.

The assessment was rein-
stated on September 1, 2023, 
after the Fund fell below the 
statutory threshold of $3 mil-
lion due to grain facility fail-
ures in 2021 and 2022. Under 
existing law, the assessment 
must remain in effect for at 
least a full year and must 
also remain active until the 
Board votes to suspend the 
collection of fees or the Fund 
reaches a balance of $8 mil-
lion.

That second-year of collec-
tions started on September 
1, 2024, and will continue 
through August 31, 2025. 
The balance of the Grain In-
demnity Fund, as of April 16, 
is $10,173,347.80. This total 
exceeds the $8 million dollar 
threshold and does not in-
clude the final two quarters 
of collections, which will cov-
er cash sales of grain made in 
March, April, and May, and 

June, July, and August.
Created by the Iowa Leg-

islature in 1986 during the 
Farm Crisis to provide finan-
cial protection to farmers, the 
Grain Indemnity Fund cov-
ers farmers with grain on de-
posit in Iowa-licensed ware-
houses and grain sold on a 
cash basis to state-licensed 
grain dealers. In the case of 
a failure of a state-licensed 
grain warehouse or grain 
dealer, the Fund will pay 
farmers 90 percent of a loss 
on grain up to a maximum of 
$300,000 per claimant.

The Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship’s Grain Ware-
house Bureau regulates and 
examines the financial sol-
vency of grain dealers and 
grain warehouse operators 
to protect Iowa farmers. The 
Grain Warehouse Bureau is 
responsible for administer-
ing the Iowa Grain Depos-
itors and Sellers Indemnity 
Fund. Members of the Iowa 
Grain Depositors and Sellers 
Indemnity Fund are appoint-
ed by the Governor and are 
subject to confirmation by 
the Iowa Senate. More infor-
mation can be found on the 
Iowa Department of Agricul-
ture and Land Stewardship’s 
website.

ISU Extension in Keokuk County hosts Iowa Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program Training on April 30, 2025

Iowa State University Ex-
tension and Outreach in 
Keokuk County is proud 
to announce a partnership 
with the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship (IDALS) to host 
an Iowa Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program (FMNP) 
vendor training on April 30, 
2025 at 9:00 AM.

This training is for fruit 
and vegetable growers, as 
well as honey producers, 
who sell their products at 

farmers markets, and is the 
initial step toward FMNP 
certification, a requirement 
for farmers who wish to ac-
cept FMNP vouchers.

The Iowa FMNP, admin-
istered by IDALS with sup-
port from the Iowa Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services, is vital in support-
ing local farmers and pro-
viding access to fresh, local-
ly grown produce for eligible 
seniors and WIC families. 
In 2024, over 14,000 seniors 

and 30,000 mothers and 
children in Iowa received 
FMNP vouchers, contrib-
uting to the certification of 
more than 600 farmers at 
125 farmers markets and 100 
farmstands. Certified farm-
ers saw an average increase 
of $1,800 in sales through 
FMNP participation.

The training will take 
place at the Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach office in Keokuk 
County, located at 400 220 

th Ave Suite A, on April 30, 
2025, at 9:00 AM. Atten-
dance is free, but preregis-
tration is mandatory. For 
registration and further de-
tails, please contact Emily 
Belvel at ebelvel@iastate.edu 
or 641-622-2680.

For inquiries regarding 
FMNP vendor certification, 
please contact IDALS at 515-
725-1179 or FarmersMar-
ket@IowaAgriculture.gov.

Five Things Farmers Need to Know About the 
Emergency Commodity Assistance Program (ECAP)
Signups are March 
19-August 15
By: Texas Corn Producers
LUBBOCK, Texas — The 

U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) announced its 
planned rollout of $10 billion 
in economic disaster relief 
for farmers, including $42.91 
per acre of corn. Signups 
for the Emergency Com-
modity Assistance Program 
(ECAP) started Wednesday, 
March 19, 2025, and will run 
through August 15, 2025.

There are four ways farm-
ers may complete the appli-
cation for the program:

Online using a secure log-
in.gov account – available 
March 19, 2025

In-person at their local 
USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) office

Electronically using Box 
and One-span

By mail with the pre-filled 
application USDA is mailing 
to farmers

*Farmers do not need to 
wait to receive this pre-filled 
application to apply*

Five key things to know 
about ECAP payments:

One application submitted 
during the March 19-August 
15 signup period will cover a 
farmer’s entire operation.

Except for the new form 
CCC-943, most farmers who 
have previously participated 
in FSA programs will like-
ly have the necessary forms 
on file for their application. 

The complete list of required 
forms is available HERE.

Applications will be pro-
cessed as they are received.

Initial payments will be 
factored at 85%.

Once the sign-up peri-
od ends, USDA will likely 
provide a second tranche of 
payments if funds are still 
available.

There are payment limits 
for the program:

$250,000 limit for individ-
uals or entities with more 
than 75% of their average 
gross income from farming 
for the 2020-2022 tax years.

$125,000 limit for individ-
uals or entities (other than a 
joint venture or general part-
nership) who earn less than 
75% of their average gross 
income from farming for the 
2020-2022 tax years.

USDA ECAP resources are 
available at farmers.gov, in-
cluding:

Payment calculator
ECAP Fact Sheet
ECAP Frequently Asked 

Questions (FAQ)
Texas Corn Producers As-

sociation diligently advocat-
ed for this program alongside 
fellow agriculture groups. 
TCPA appreciates the legis-
lators who worked to see this 
relief was incorporated in the 
American Relief Act, and the 
current administration’s ef-
fort to rollout the program in 
a timely, efficient manner.Signups for the Emergency Commodity Assistance Pro-

gram (ECAP) started Wednesday, March 19, 2025, and 
will run through August 15, 2025. (Courtesy image)

Letter to the Editor,
During this important 

National Volunteer Week, I 
cannot help but stop and be 
so thankful for the countless 
people who give to Washing-
ton County 4-H.

I would like to express my 
sincere thanks to the village 
of people who volunteer their 
time, offer their skills and do-
nate financial contributions 
to the Washington County 
4-H program. My time as 
the 4-H/County Youth Co-
ordinator has been extremely 
rewarding and in part due to 
the dedicated and caring vol-
unteers in this county.

There are currently 567 
youth in kindergarten-12th 
grade who are involved in 
Clover Kids/4-H in Wash-
ington County. The 4-H pro-
gram would not and could 
not thrive in this way for so 
many young people without 
the commitment of our vol-
unteers.

Thank you to all of our 4-H 
club leaders, 4-H & Youth 
Committee members, Ex-
tension Council members, 
Fair Board members, su-
perintendents and project 
committees, project leaders, 
short-term volunteers, fair 
support staff, and numerous 
other volunteers throughout 
the year.

I have no doubt that our 
volunteers enrich the lives of 

these youth in Washington 
County in ways they will al-
ways remember. The talents, 
skills and interests our volun-
teers share have a lasting im-
pact on all of us. They spend 
numerous hours working on 
tasks, such as organizing spe-
cial events, helping members 
with 4-H projects, leading 
community service projects, 
educating, having fun with 
and encouraging our youth. 
They work to make the best 
better for our young people.

The work of 4-H volunteers 
is constant and isn’t always 
glorious with many details, 
deadlines, and changing 
needs of youth. So it is im-
portant to show our appre-
ciation. That work is recog-
nized and noticed. Please be 
sure to celebrate National 
Volunteer Week by recogniz-
ing those who volunteer their 
time and energy in our youth 
– our future.

Thank you, once again, to 
all of those who generously 
give of themselves to help the 
youth of Washington County 
4-H! You are the best!

Washington County 4-H 
Volunteer Stats =

Our county wide volunteer 
crew is made of:
• In 2024, 5716 volunteer 

hours were logged from 
Washington County 4-H 
volunteers. Current vol-

unteer value. The value 
of a volunteer in Iowa is 
$28.88 per hour. That is 
over $165,000 invested in 
to the youth of our county 
through volunteer’s time.

• 87 4-H Club leaders and 
Clover Kid leaders who 
meet with their clubs once 
a month, support their 
members throughout the 
year at other events, coor-
dinate community service 
learning, and social out-
ings for their members.

• 18 Youth Committee 
members who meet once 
a month to help plan, 
evaluate, brainstorm, ad-
vertise, recruit, fundraise, 
supervise. They are very 
active in 4-H events and 
program development.

• 26 Livestock Superin-
tendents who are the 
experts in their species. 
They make suggestions 
for class/rule changes, ar-
range for their volunteer 
crews for weigh-ins, fair 
livestock set up, shows, 
and clean up. Many of 
them also lead work-
shops, tours, and training 
throughout the year to 
those project members. 

• 9 elected Extension 
Council members who 
are the governing body 
of all Washington Coun-
ty Extension & Outreach 

and 4-H programs.
• 24 fair board members 

who meet monthly to 
plan the annual Wash-
ington County Fair. They 
maintain the grounds 
and facilities and work to 
bring entertaining and 
educational experiences 
to the fair each year.

• HUNDREDS of episod-
ic volunteers and donors 
who offer support for an 
event or two every year. 
They have their special-
ty and interest areas and 
help make those things 
happen for our 4-H mem-
bers. 

• Youth volunteer as well! 
The 4-H program works 
to model for and train 
youth how to be giving 
members of their com-
munities as well, and 
many of our youth do give 
back and volunteer for 
this program by assisting 
at day camps, teaching at 
workshops, serving at our 
events, setting up/clean-
ing up for fair. The list is 
endless!

Sincerely,
Amy Green, Washington 

County 4-H/Youth Coordi-
nator

Washington County Ex-
tension, 2223 250th, Wash-
ington, IA 52353, 319-653-
4811
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