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Delta Haunted 
House

Delta Fire Station, 103 N. 
2nd St, Delta on Oct. 24, 
25, and 31 from 8 p.m. to 
midnight

---------------------------
What Cheer Pottery 
Open House

Keokuk County 
Historical Society, 402 East 
Elm Street, Sigourney on 
Sunday, October 19, 1-4 
p.m., program starts at 2:00

---------------------------
Blood Drive

Tuesday, Oct. 21st City 
Hall 100 N. Main St. from 
3:00 p.m - 6:00 p.m.

---------------------------
Springfield 
Cemetery Annual 
Meeting

Oct. 25, 2 p.m. at Delta 
City Hall

---------------------------
Annual Turkey 
Supper

Sat Oct 25th 4:30 - 6:30 
p.m Delta Methodist 
Church 301 E 3rd St. Carry 
outs welcome call 641-295-
1725 for carry out orders. 
Local Delivery Only.

---------------------------
What Cheer Trunk 
or Treat

Free Grace United, 107 
E Broadway Street, What 
Cheer on Sunday, Oct. 26, 
12:30 p.m.

---------------------------
Keota Fire 
Department 
Breakfast

Sunday, Oct. 26, 6:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Dine-
In and Carryout. Free will 
donation. Featuring silent 
auction and raffle

---------------------------
James Myers 
Benefit Cornhole 
Tournament

Saturday, Oct. 26, 11:00 
a.m. at Carl Craft Civic 
Center, Hedrick

---------------------------
Blood Drive

Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church Parish Center 
Classroom at 109 N. 
Lincoln St, Keota on 
Thursday, Oct. 30, 2:00 - 
6:30 p.m.

---------------------------
KCCN Haunted 
Kewash Trail 
Fundraiser

Thursday, Oct. 30, after 
Keota Trick or Treat. 
Refreshments & Glow 
Bracelets, Spooky Trail 
Walk, Story Time & Fun 
Activities

---------------------------
Hedrick Trunk or 
Treat

Print your favorite memories
The News-Review

120 E Washington St., 
Sigourney, Iowa
(641) 622-3110

M-F 9 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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David Heady, Former Sheriff's Deputy Convicted for 
Role in Hayride Accident, Sentenced to Ten Years

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – Two years 
and one day after it began, the 
story of the infamous 2023 
hayride accident has drawn 
to a close. On Oct. 14 of that 
year, Keokuk County Sher-
iff's Deputy David Heady 
Jr. and his wife Victoria or-
ganized a Halloween party 
in What Cheer, featuring a 
hayride through the coun-
ty's gravel back roads. Daniel 
Brubaker, the owner of a lo-
cal trucking company, drove 
the hayride in his pickup, 
with Heady riding passenger. 
Brubaker had been drinking 
with Heady for hours leading 
up to the hayride and both 
men drank as they pulled 
children on a trailer. Brubak-
er drove too fast and swerved, 
throwing the children from 
the trailer. Several children 
were ran over by the trailer, 
suffering horrific injuries.

Brubaker pleaded guilty in 
July of this year and was sen-
tenced to 15 years last month. 
Heady pleaded not guilty. A 
Mahaska County jury found 
him guilty of two counts 
of Child Endangerment 
Resulting in Serious In-
jury and eleven counts 
of Child Endangerment 
Resulting in Bodily Inju-
ry on Sept. 2. On Oct. 15, 
Judge Daniel Wilson sen-
tenced Heady to ten years 
in prison.

A week prior to the sen-
tencing, on Oct. 8, Heady's 
lawyer, Jeffrey Powell, 
filed a motion requesting 
a new trial and for an ar-
rest of judgment. Powell 
argued that the state had 
not proved that Heady 
had “Knowingly Acted” 
and“ Knowingly Creat-
ed a Substantial Risk to 
the Child’s Safety,” which 
are required by Iowa law 
for child endangerment 
charges; that the court 
failed to instruct the jury 

that failure to act is legally not 
grounds for child endanger-
ment; that the court erred by 
allowing the jury to consider 
if Heady had aided and abet-
ted Brubaker, arguing that 
there was no evidence that he 
aided and abetted at the time 
the incident occurred; that 
the court violated Heady's 
due process rights by allow-
ing the prosecution to center 
much of their case on the 
fact that Brubaker had been 
drinking, despite the fact that 
Brubaker's plea blamed the 
accident on excessive speed, 
not on his drinking; and 
finally that there had been 
insufficient evidence for the 
jury's verdict. Wilson reject-
ed all of these arguments, 
noting that several of them 
had previously been rejected 
during Heady's trial. He stat-
ed that Heady had arranged 
the event, gave Brubaker al-
cohol before and during the 
hayride, and drank himself 
during the ride.

Assistant Attorney Gener-
al Frank Severino request-
ed that Wilson sentence 
Heady to 25 years; ten years 

non-concurrent for the two 
serious injury charges and 
five years, concurrent with 
each other but not concur-
rent with the other charges, 
for the eleven bodily inju-
ry charges. Severino called 
Heady the “architect” of the 
accident, pointing out the 
nine hours of decisions and 
drinking leading up to the 
hayride. He claimed that 
Heady had still not taken 
responsibility and continued 
to blame other people for the 
accident. Severino brought 
up Powell’s closing argument 
from a month earlier, where 
he said that “hindsight’s 
20/20,” responding that 
Heady should have had fore-
sight and seen the dangers 
right in front of him.

Severino stated that Heady 
was a police officer, trained to 
detect danger and respond to 
emergencies, but that he used 
that training to obstruct the 
investigation. He hammered 
in the fact that, after the ac-
cident, instead of helping the 
injured children, Heady lied 
to the police, distracted them 
so Brubaker could flee the 

scene, and called Brubaker’s 
wife to ask her to destroy ev-
idence. Severino claimed that 
Heady almost killed not just 
half of an entire class, but his 
own son.

“These children nearly lost 
their lives. This man had 
every opportunity and had 
every duty to do better. It’s 
a disgrace to say that he was 
just simply a passenger in this 
vehicle,” Severino said.

Powell requested Heady 
only be given ten years, the 
minimum allowed based 
on the charges, and that the 
judge suspend all fines. He 
stated that Heady’s actions 
did not justify a longer pris-
on sentence than Brubaker’s 
and that ten years was al-
ready substantial. He stated 
that Heady was a member 
of law enforcement with no 
criminal record, aside from 
a misdemeanor trespassing 
charge when he was twenty. 
Powell stated that the court 
should not hold the fact that 
Heady excercised his right 
to a jury trial against him or 
be influenced by “unproven” 
criminal allegations. Powell 

stated that he disagreed with 
the claim that Heady hadn’t 
shown remorse and that he 
certainly didn’t intend for 
this to happen.

“I’m pleading for mercy,” 
Heady said. “As it says in 
Mathew 5:7, ‘Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall receive 
mercy.’ Your honor, you have 
heard the facts of this case. 
You’ve heard me say ‘some of 
these mistakes I’m not proud 
of.’ This is not at all how this 
night should have gone, and I 
am beyond thankful nobody 
suffered worse injuries than 
they did. I thank God every 
day that these kids are okay, 
and able to live life to the full-
est. I hope that these children 
and their parents understand 
how sorry I am that they were 
affected by this incident.”

Heady pleaded for the 
judge to be merciful to his 
wife and three children, who 
need their father. He stated 
that he wasn’t the same per-
son he was two years ago, and 
had began attending church 
regularly. Heady quoted Luke 
3:16, saying ‘Be merciful, as 
your Father is merciful.’

Several victims or par-
ents were given a chance 
to speak about the im-
pact the accident. A girl 
referred to E.M. by the 
court documents was the 
first to take the stand. She 
is perhaps the child most 
harmed by the accident; 
after being ran over by 
the trailer, E.M. suffered a 
broken pelvis, four broken 
vertebrae, and a lacerated 
liver, which required her 
to be air-lifted to the Uni-
versity of Iowa. E.M. stated 
that the accident changed 
how she sees life and made 
it hard to focus in school, 
because everything feels 
overwhelming. She stat-
ed that Heady hadn’t just 
hurt her, but had hurt her 
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Sigourney Elementary kids ran, walked, and danced their way through color during the annual color run held on Oct. 
17. Proceeds from the event go towards the end-of-school-year celebration. 

Overnight Square Parking 
Ban Dropped from New 
Sigourney Ordinances

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – During 
the Oct. 15 meeting of 
the Sigourney City Coun-
cil, the council approved 
the second reading of the 
new loitering ordinanc-
es, which were discussed 
heavily at the previous 
two meetings. This sec-
ond reading removed 
the controversial section 
banning parking on the 
square overnight. Coun-
cilman Adam Clark ex-
plained that around 25-30 
people had attended the 
public safety a week earli-
er and that the consensus 
had been to move forward 
without the parking ban. 
He stated that they would 
give it a year to see if the 
square improved without 
the parking ban and ad-
dress this again later if they 

have to. The other parts of 
the ordinances, which cre-
ated a “Sigourney Square 
District” extending half 
a block in each direction 
from the square where 
loitering, “camping,” and 
placing objects on the side-
walks are banned, passed. 
The second reading of 
the ordinances also add-
ed clarification on what 
counts as loitering, now 
defining it as obstruction 
of pedestrian or vehicular 
movement, interference 
with access to a building 
or facility, or harassment 
or intimidation to others 
present. The third reading 
of an ordinance closing the 
parks from 10:30 p.m. to 
5:00 a.m. and the second 
reading of an ordinance 
banning parking on both 
sides of Stuart Street, be-
tween Spring and Pleasant 
Valley, also passed

What Cheer Pottery Shown At 
Historical Society Open House

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – Local 
couple Doran and Toni Hull 
showed off their collection 
of Johnny Nelson clay art 
during an open house at the 
Keokuk County Historical 
Society in Sigourney on Oct. 
19. Nelson, a master of clay 
art, lived in What Cheer and 
made art from approximate-

ly 1920 to the mid-1950s. The 
Hulls have been collecting 
Nelson's pottery for thirty 
years.

"Other people do collect 
What Cheer, and we were 
glad because it needs to be 
preserved and kept, and we 
need to pass that knowledge 
onto our next generation," 
said Toni Hull.

"It needs to be saved," said 
Doran Hull.

Pekin Board Discusses Possible 
Switch to Food Management Service

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

PACKWOOD – During the 
Oct. 13 meeting of the Pekin 
School Board, the board dis-
cussed possibly contracting 
Opaa! Food Service to man-
age the district’s lunch pro-
gram. Last month, during 
the Sept. 8 meeting, the board 
discussed a $9,000 budget 
shortfall in the lunch pro-
gram, caused by a reduction 
in the number of kids eating 
school lunch, increased food 
costs, and increased salaries, 
according to Superintendent 
Dave Harper. At the start of 
the Oct. 13 meeting, Kitchen 
Manager Natalie Kopsieker 
urged the board to reconsider 
switching to an outside food 
company.

She stated that her team 
were more than just employ-
ees, but part of the commu-
nity, and that they know each 
student’s name and take pride 

in serving meals that reflect 
both care and variety. She 
stated that moving to an out-
side company would remove 
that connection and replace it 
with a “one-size fits all model” 
that prioritizes efficiency over 
community. Kopsieker stated 
that, once this sense of com-
munity is gone, it is gone for 
good. She stated that she un-
derstood the financial chal-
lenges the lunch program fac-
es, but that outsourcing would 
not solve the root problem. 
Kopsieker stated that Opaa! 
is profit driven, meaning it 
will have management fees, 
prepackaged produce, and 
be less flexible in purchasing 
from local vendors. Kopsieker 
stated that, if given a chance, 
she believes her team could 
find solutions to cut waste and 
increase lunch participation. 
“Remember what truly nour-
ishes our students. It’s not just 
food, it’s community and con-

sistency and compassion. This 
is something I feel no outside 
company can replace,” Kop-
sieker said.

The board then spoke with 
Greg Frost and Sheila Frost 
from Opaa!, who gave a pre-
sentation about their services. 
Harper stated that he had 
worked with Opaa! when he 
was the superintendent at 
Sigourney and that they did a 
good job. Greg Frost explained 
that he was a former super-
intendent and that Opaa! 
provided food to 300 school 
districts across the midwest, 
including 17 in Iowa. He 
stated that Opaa! specializes 
in “homestyle cooking” and 
serves less processed foods 
than a lot of districts.

Shiela explained the various 
options Opaa! offers, includ-
ing multiple stations during 
lunch and second-chance 
breakfast. She stated that 
Opaa! has a farm to school 

program that purchases from 
local farmers and partners 
with school FFAs. Greg Frost 
explained that Opaa! serves 
50 million meals a year, allow-
ing them to buy at a different 
price volume. He claimed this 
allows them to get better food 
for less money. He stated that 
Opaa! would give the district 
one bill, instead of the multi-
ple from different food pro-
viders they have currently. He 
claimed that a district-oper-
ated program can’t duplicate 
what a professional service 
can and that they were there 
to raise the bar. Greg Frost 
claimed that Opaa! provides 
individualized service and 
treats every district different-
ly. He explained that, if Pekin 
decides to contract out for 
food service, they will be re-
quired to have open bids that 
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South English Council Approves 
Applying for Endowment Grant 
for Library Sign

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SOUTH ENGLISH – 
During the Oct. 14 meeting of 
the South English City Coun-
cil, Chandra Harper from the 
library board requested per-
mission to hire her daughter 
Destiny to work as an assistant 
for the current librarian, Mar-
ianne, and manage the library 
when Marianne is absent. She 
stated that this would not af-
fect how much the library 
costs to run, because Destiny 
will only work hours Mari-
anne doesn’t. Harper stated 
that Marianne had been told 
she cannot claim hours where 
Destiny is working. She stated 
that Marianne believed it was 
fair for Destiny to be paid the 
same wage; Councilwom-
an Hope Frazier stated that 
would be easier for budgeting.

Hope Frazier asked how 
they would make sure Mar-
ianne didn’t claim the hours 
where Destiny worked. 
Harper stated that she was 
supposed to work 12 hours 
a week, but didn’t clock in 
and out. City Clerk Stepha-
nie Lown stated that Mayor 
Ed Shafranek asked if they 
could have set hours at the li-
brary; Harper stated that they 
do have set hours and would 
begin enforcing them. Sha-
franek stated that Marianne 
could use email as a time 
clock, sending emails when 
she arrives and right before 
leaving, then counting hours 
based on the timestamp.

Harper stated that the li-
brary needed to be open later 
most days, because it current-
ly closes before kids are let out 
of school. Hope Frazier asked 
how many people come into 
the library and if they could 
start using a sign-in sheet. 
Harper stated that she didn’t 
think they could ask people 
for their names, especially not 
with kids, but that an average 
of 12-16 people come to the 
library every month and that 
two people use the comput-

ers each month. She stated 
it would be nice to find out 
what time people come to the 
library and what time peo-
ple are at work, so they can 
change the library hours. Sha-
franek stated that, in the past, 
they had discussed putting 
security cameras on city hall, 
the truck shed and the sewer 
plant, and that those cameras 
could be used to count when 
people came to the library.

Harper also asked for per-
mission to apply for an en-
dowment grant to put up a 
new library sign. She stat-
ed that the sign would cost 
$251.41 and that the labor 
to put up the sign would be 
$250, if the city didn’t put it 
up. She stated that she also 
wanted to request money to 
buy 30 books costing $10 a 
piece, noting that the library 
hadn’t added any new books 
since 2017. She stated that the 
total grant request would be 
$3,501.45. Harper explained 
that the endowment prefers 
to not pay for 100% of the 
cost of projects. She requested 
the council agree to put for-
ward 10% of the money the 
endowment gives. She stated 
that grants rarely give 100% of 
what people ask for, but that 
this would cost up to $350.15 
cents if the endowment ap-
proves the full request.

Hope Frazier asked if the 
city could afford this, noting 
that they needed money for 
a planned water project. She 
stated that this was difficult 
because the library lost state 
funding. Harper stated that 
they were working to get 
funding back, but that the 
earliest they would receive 
the money would be in 2027. 
Hope Frazier asked if the li-
brary could do a fundraiser 
and that the library needed 
people to know it existed. 
Councilman Cameron Miller 
suggested selling old books 
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Fidelity Bank
First Resources

Southeast Iowa Elite
Grant Ranch

Brothers Market
Uplift Fitness
Barn Wired

City Hall
Wee Care Pediatrics

Keokuk Co. Ambulance
Sigourney Fire

Sigourney Chiropratic 
Complete Care of Iowa
Sigourney Merchantile

Misc on Main

The News-Review
Copper Lantern

Public Health
Helmuth Ford

Sigourney TV & Appliance
Southern Iowa Mental Health

Shettler Insurance

Trick or TreatTrick or Treat
Around the SquareAround the Square

Located on the Square:

Off the Square:
Sigourney Christian Church

 308 S Jefferson St, Sigourney
Stone Cottage Care Center
 900 S Stone St, Sigourney

MidWestOne Bank
(Sigourney branch)

 112 N Main St, Sigourney
Amy’s Salon House & Spa
 202 N Main St, Sigourney

Manor House Care Center
 1212 S Stuart St, Sigourney

Deer View Manor
 1200 S Stuart St, Sigourney
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Oct. 31st 4:00p.m - 5:30p.m
-----------------------------

North Keokuk County 
Fire Dept. Firemans 
Supper

Sat. November 1st 4:00 p.m 
to 7:00 p.m. Grilled Tenderloin, 
Redskin Potatoes, Baked Beans, 
mac & Cheese, Coleslaw.

-----------------------------
Christian Church Free 
Will Donation Soup 
Supper 

Nov. 5th 5:00 p.m - ? (Chili, 
Ham & Beans, Chicken 
Noodle).

-----------------------------
Fall Family Harvest 
Supper Delta Town and 
Country Center

Nov. 6th. 4:30 till 6:30 p.m. 
Pulled Pork, Cheesy Potatoes, 
Baked Beans, Potato Salad, Hot 
Dogs, Relish Tray, and desserts. 
Free Will offering. Dine in or 
for to go orders call 641-660-
7848.

-----------------------------
Sigourney American 
Legion Post #19

Meets 7:00 p.m., Third 
Tuesday of every month at 
Memorial Hall

-----------------------------
Keswick American 
Legion Post #319

Meets Monthly @ 5:30 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of 
each month at  the Keswick 
American Legion Post. To 
schedule an appointment, 
email Cindy Weber at 
caweber@windstream.net or 
call 641-636-2116

-----------------------------
Men's Caregiver 
Support Group

Bridget's Public House at 208 
1st Ave E. Oskaloosa, IA 52577 
on 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
10:30am - 12 Noon.

-----------------------------
Richland Public Library

Tu e s d a y / We d n e s d a y /
Thursday: 2:30-6:00

Friday: Noon-5:00
Saturday: 10:00-1:00
Closed Sunday and Monday. 

For more information call 319-
456-6541

-----------------------------
Wilson Memorial 
Library

Mondays 10-6pm
Tuesdays, Wednesday, and 

Thursdays 10-5pm
Fridays 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturdays 8-12.
-----------------------------

Sigourney Public 
Library

M o n d a y / T u e s d a y /
Wednesday/Thursday 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
-----------------------------

Hedrick Public Library
Monday/Thursday/Friday 2 

- 6 p.m.
Tuesday 1 - 5 p.m.
Wednesday 12 - 4 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday Closed
-----------------------------

What Cheer Public 
Library

Monday 12:00-6:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 

p.m.
Friday 12:00-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00-11:00 a.m.
-----------------------------

Sigourney Kiwanis
Serving the community 

since 1969. Kiwanis meet 
Wednesdays, from 12 to 1 
p.m. at Keokuk County Bowl, 
visitors are welcome.

-----------------------------
Free Grace Recovery

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. at 
Free Grace United at 107 E 
Broadway St. What Cheer. For: 
All Addictions: any hurt, habit 
or hang up. Come as you are. 
Childcare provided. Everyone 
is welcome. freegrace.tv/
recovery 

-----------------------------
Old Keota Business

Anyone having old photos of 
former Keota businesses, please 
contact Larry Gale Sanders. 
The photos will be used in 
a Keota Business Pictorial 
Album.

-----------------------------
Keota Food Pantry

The food pantry in Keota is 
open on the last Sunday of the 

month at the United Church 
of Faith, 10-11 a.m. Anyone 
needing food is invited.

-----------------------------
Richland Community 
Food Bank

Located at Richland 
Methodist Church, 106 W 
South St. Richland, (319) 456-
2251 Sherry Jipp. Open Tuesday 
and Wednesday 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
and Thursday 5-7:00 p.m.

-----------------------------
City of Keota Public 
Meeting

Public meetings will be held 
on the First and Third Monday 
of each month. at 7 p.m. at Keota 
City Hall. Special Meetings will 
be posted at City Hall.

-----------------------------
Keota School Board

The Keota School Board 
meets the second Thursday of 
each month, typically at 6 p.m. 

-----------------------------
Keota VFW Auxiliary

The VFW Auxiliary meets 
the third Tuesday of each 
month, typically at the VFW 
building.

-----------------------------
Keokuk County 
Historical Society

Open Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

-----------------------------
Keokuk County 
Supervisors

The Keokuk County Board 
of Supervisors meets weekly on 
Mondays at 8:30 a.m. 

-----------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sigourney

AA Meetings at Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Wednesdays at 8 p.m. for more 
information, call (319) 461-
6869.

-----------------------------
Narcotics Anonymous- 
Sigourney

NA Meetings Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at 615 S 
Jefferson St Sigourney

-----------------------------
Food Pantry-Sigourney

Food Pantry Community 

Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Call the Lord’s Pantry at 641-
224-2588 or contact a minister

-----------------------------
Keokuk County Public 
Health

Keokuk County Public 
Health is here to serve you. 
We offer an array of services 
such as: home health services, 
immunizations, education, 
diabetic care, foot care, 
partner’s program, etc. We have 
walkers, wheelchairs, shower 
chairs, canes, etc. to loan out 
free of cost. Please call us if you 
or a loved one is in need. For 
more information, call (641) 
622-3575. 

-----------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous-
Keota

AA every Monday at 7 p.m. at 
the Good Neighbor Fellowship 
Church on Broadway.

-----------------------------
Alzheimer’s Support

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
meetings are held the first 
Monday of each month at 
the Presbyterian Church in 
Washington at 6:30 p.m.

-----------------------------
Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly

Weekly meetings Tuesdays, 
4:30pm - 5:30 pm at Keokuk 
County Extension Office, 641-
777-1653

-----------------------------
Grief Share

Sigourney Chiristian 
Church, 308 S Jefferson St 
on Wednesdays at 1 p.m., 
beginning Nov. 6. No charge

-----------------------------
Fiddle Dee Dee

3rd Wednesday of every 
month, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Junk 
Journal Workday. Bring your 
own junk journals to build and 
work on. You can collaborate, 
share supplies, or ideas. 

-----------------------------
Keokuk County 
Democrats

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of 
every month at City Hall 7:00 
PM.

-----------------------------

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries
• story (no photos) runs for FREE
• story with black and white photo- $12
• story with color photo- $24
* Some restrictions may apply. 
If the story is an invitation to a celebration
or request for cards, it must run as an ad.

Share your story!
Contact us at
641-622-3110

info@sigourneynewsreview.com
120 E Washington St, Sigourney, IA 52591

MENUS
Goodwin Senior 

Dining Center 
(Wellman)

Oct. 24th 
Scalloped Potatoes & Ham, 3 

Bean Salad, Cookie.
Oct. 27th
Grilled Chicken Sandwich, 

Tater Tots, Chop Chop Salad, 
Pudding.

Oct. 29th
Meat Loaf, Baked Potato, 

Seven Layer Salad, Apple Cake, 
Ice Cream.

Tri-County
Oct. 23rd
Breakfast: Bagel Bites
Lunch: Mr. Rib Sandwich, 

Potato Cubes, Grapes, 9-12 
Baked Chips.

Oct. 24th
Breakfast: Breakfast 

Sandwich.
Lunch: Pizza Rolls, Side 

Salad, Red Peppers, Pears.
Oct. 27th
Breakfast: Cereal.
Lunch: Chicken Nuggets, 

Potato Wedges, Mixed Fruit.
Oct. 28th
Breakfast: Omelet, Tri-Tator.
Lunch: Walking Taco, Lettuce, 

Cheese, Salsa, Pineapple, 
Goldfish Graham.

Oct. 29th
Breakfast: Biscuit & Egg 

Bake.
Lunch: Rotini w/ Garlic Bread, 

Broccoli, Mandarin Oranges.

Sigourney
Oct. 23rd
Breakfast: Strawberry 

Cheesecake Parfait w/ Muffin 
Square, Assorted Cereal w/ 
Muffin Square, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk.

Lunch: Chicken Alfredo 
Flatbread, Cheeseburger, 
Popcorn Chicken Munchable, 
Garden Salad, Roasted Potato 
Wedges, Fruit, Milk.

Oct. 24th
Breakfast: Egg and Cheese 

Biscuit w/ Assorted Cereal w/ 
Muffin Square, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk.

Lunch: Pepperoni Pizza, 
Hot dog, Turkey Club Sub, 
Garden Salad,  Broccoli, Fruit, 
Snickerdoodle, Milk.

Oct. 27th
Breakfast: French Toast 

Sticks, Assorted Cereal w/ Toast 
w. Margarine, Fruit, Juice, Milk.

Lunch: Chicken and Waffles, 
Cheeseburger, Chef Salad w/ 
Garlic Bread, Garden Salad, 
French Fries, Fruit, Milk.

Oct. 28th
Breakfast: Sticky Buns, 

Assorted Fruit w/ Yogurt, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk.

Lunch: Walking Taco, Hot 
dogs, Taco Salad w/ Cornbread, 
Garden Salad, BBQ Bacon 
Beans, Fruit, Milk.

Oct. 29th
Breakfast: Scrambled Eggs w/ 

Tater Tots, Assorted Cereal w/ 
Cinnamon Toast, Fruit, Milk.

Lunch: Chicken Patty w/ Hot 
Roll, Grilled Cheese Sandwich, 
BBQ Pork Salad w/ Hot Roll, 
Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Fruit, 
Milk.

Pekin
Oct. 23rd
Breakfast: Sausage Patty, WG 

Toast, Fruit, Juice.
Lunch Chicken Tetrazzini, 

Broccoli, Peas, Mandarin 
Oranges, Juice, Breadstick.

Oct. 24th
Breakfast: WG Donut, 

GoGurt, Fruit, Juice.
Lunch: Walking Tacos, Baby 

Carrots, Apples Slices, Bananas, 
WG Rice Krispy Treat.

Oct. 27th
Breakfast: WG Muffin, 

Yogurt, Fruit, Juice. 
Lunch: Chicken Fajitas, Salsa, 

Pineapple, Blueberries, Churro, 
WG Chips.

Oct. 28th
Breakfast: WG Cereal, String 

Cheese, Fruit, Juice.
Lunch: Beef & Noodles, 

Mashed Potatoes, Diced 
Peaches, Sidekicks, WG Hot 
Roll.

Oct. 29th
Breakfast: Egg Omelet, WG 

Toast, Fruit, Juice.
Lunch: Chicken Teriyaki, 

Roasted Broccoli, Baby Carrots, 
Mixed Fruit, Craisins, WG Rice. 

Keota
Oct. 23rd
Breakfast: Pancake, Sausage 

Sandwich, Peaches, Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Tenderloin on a Bun, 

Romaine Lettuce, Tomato Slice, 
Tri-Tator, Steamed, Carrots, 
Pears, Milk.

Oct. 24th
NO SCHOOL
Oct. 27th
Breakfast: Breakfast, Pizza, 

Tropical Fruit, Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Hot Ham & Cheese 

on a Bun, Potato Wedges, Fresh 
Broccoli, Grapes, Milk.

Oct. 28th
Breakfast: Pancakes w/ Syrup, 

Peaches, Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Shrimp Poppers, 

Yogurt, Mashed Potatoes, Green 
Beans, Orange, Wheat Roll & 
Jelly, Milk.

Oct. 29th
Breakfast: Egg Bites, Toast & 

Jelly, Orange, Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Taco Burger on a Bun, 

Romaine Lettuce, Tomato Slice, 
Refried Beans, Pears, Chips and 
Salsa, Milk.

Milestones 
(Sigourney & Delta)

Oct. 23rd
Hearty Beef Stew, Tossed 

Salad, Dressing, Fruit, Biscuit.
Oct. 24th
Open Faced Turkey Sandwich, 

Gravy, Mashed Potatoes w/ 
Gravy, Roasted Brussel Sprouts, 
Apple Crisp.

Oct. 27th
Herbed Chicken Breast, 

Scalloped Potatoes, Green Peas, 
No Bake Cookie, Wheat Roll.

Oct. 28th
Broccoli Cheese Soup, 4 

Crackers, Ham Salad Sandwich, 
Creamed Corn, Mandarin 
Oranges.

Oct. 29th
Beef Strognaoff over Noodles, 

Roasted Brussel Sprouts, Baked 
Cinnamon Apples, Wheat Bread.

English Valleys
Oct. 23rd
Breakfast: Strawberry 

Cheesecake Parfait, Assorted 
Cereal w/ Muffin Square, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk.

Lunch: Chicken Alfredo 
Flatbread, Cheeseburger w/ 
Roasted Potato Wedges, Pesto 
Pasta Salad w. Focaccia Bread, 
Pizza Bar, Sub Bar, Garden 
Salad, Fruit, Milk.

Oct. 24th
Breakfast: Egg and Cheese 

Biscuit, Assorted Cereal w/ 
Cinnamon Toast, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk.

Lunch: Parmesan Chicken 
Sandwich, BBQ Bacon 
Wrapped Hot Dog w/ Seasoned 
Fries, Chicken And Avocado 
Club Wrap, Pizza Bar, Sub Bar, 
Garden Salad, Broccoli, Fruit, 
Snickerdoodle, Milk.

Oct. 27th
Breakfast: French Toast 

Sticks, Assorted Cereal w/ Toast 
w. Margarine, Fruit, Juice, Milk.

Lunch: Chicken and Waffles, 
Cheeseburger w/ Seasoned 
Fries, Salad Bar w/ Garlic 
Biscuit, Pizza Bar, Sub Bar, 
Garden Salad, Fruit, Milk.

Oct. 28th
Breakfast: Scrambled Eggs, 

Assorted Cereal w/ Cinnamon 
Toast, Tater Tots, Fruit, Milk.

Lunch: Walking Taco, Hot 
Dog w/ Seasoned Fries, Salad 
Bar w/ Cornbread, Pizza Bar, 
Sub Bar, Garden Salad, Texas 
Pintos, Fruit, Milk.

Oct. 29th
Breakfast: Waffles, Sausage 

Pancake on a Stick w/ Colby 
jack Cheese Stick, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk.

Lunch: Chicken Patty w/ 
Hot Roll, Bacon Pickle Grilled 
Cheese w/ Seasoned Fries, Salad 
Bar w/ Hot Roll, Pizza Bar, Sub 
Bar, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, 
Fruit, Milk.

It’s the little things 
that matter most Make Time Help a Neighbor.
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Opaa! and other companies 
can make offers for. He stated 
that bids would likely arrive in 
May and that Opaa! would be 
ready to begin by the first day 
of school. Greg Frost stated 
that the district would have a 
one-year contract, with yearly 
extensions available, and that 
Opaa! had a 95% district re-
tention rate.

Greg Frost stated that the 
state allows four different op-
tions for how to handle staff, 
including keeping the school’s 
current staff, switching to all 
Opaa! staff, retiring some cur-
rent staff and having a mix of 
current and Opaa! staff, and a 
“transition through attrition” 
option where the current staff 
will stay, but be replaced by 
Opaa! staff hired from the 
community when the even-
tually leave or retire. He stated 
that this last option was the 
most popular and that current 
staff members would receive a 
3.5% raise if Opaa! took over.

Greg Frost stated that Opaa! 
would handle food bids and 
USDA audits. He stated that 
the district would continue 
to set meal prices, maintain 
control of revenue streams, 
control equipment, approve 
new hires, and set policy and 
procedures. Frost stated that 
Opaa! would help with over-
sight, but that the program 
would still be Pekin’s. He stat-
ed that they would give a lot 
of training to current kitchen 
staff.

Harper asked if staff 
or students could visit an 
Opaa!-partnered school to 
see how things work and Greg 
Frost stated they could. Board 
member J.J. Greiner asked if 
Pekin had the right equip-
ment and Greg Frost stated 
that they will look at what 
equipment the school has as 
part of the pre-bid phase. He 
stated that Opaa! works with 
all kinds of facilities, and that 
Pekin was better than some of 
schools they had worked with. 
He stated they would not tell 
Pekin they had to buy specific 
equipment. Harper asked if 
there would be any costs on 
top of the bid; Greg Frost stat-
ed that there would not.

Administrative Assistant 
Ann Swanson asked for a 
price estimate. Greg Frost 
stated he could not give one, 
because things vary so much 
between schools. He stated 
that Opaa! tends to be con-
servative in their bids and 
estimate less revenue than 
schools typically receive. 
Swanson noted that Pekin 
hadn’t raised meal prices in 
years. Greg Frost stated that, 
when he was a superinten-
dent, his goal wasn’t running 
a food service, but was feeding 
kids. He stated he was worried 
about families just above the 
threshold for free and reduced 
meals, because they’re the 
ones really impacted by price 
changes. Frost stated that even 
a five cent increase can raise a 
lot of money for a district, but 
could result in less kids eating, 
and that it was a hard balance. 
He stated there was a big dif-
ference between raising five 
cents every year and waiting 
five years then raising prices 
by 25 cents.

Secondary Principal Shawn 
Dorman asked if Opaa! could 
provide a summer lunch pro-
gram. Sheila Frost stated that 
they would provide summer 
school lunch and mentioned 
a program called non-con-
gregate, which could pay for 
summer meals if enough kids 
were free or reduced. Swanson 
stated that one community in 
the district met the standards 

and Sheila Frost stated that 
they would be able to feed 
every kid for free during the 
summer. Swanson asked if 
this only applied to students 
in the district, or if they could 
also feed visiting sports teams, 
and Sheila Frost stated they 
could.

Also at the Monday meet-
ing, Harper explained that 
the late Roland McCreery 
had bequeathed 270 acres of 
farmland next to the runway 
parking lot to the school dis-
trict, stipulating that 50% of 
the money generated by the 
land would go towards the 
Pekin FFA, and 50% would 
go towards a scholarship pro-
gram. Harper stated that the 
farmland would generated 
around $60-80,000 annual-
ly and that, after ten years of 
growing, they might be able to 
give a scholarship out to every 
senior. Harper stated that he 
was very thankful and would 
involve the McCreery family 
in the planning for scholar-
ships and FFA programs.

Fifth grade language arts 
and social studies teacher An-
gie Arendt spoke to the board 
about hands-on lessons she’d 
worked with Farm Bureau to 
teach. The board approved 
paying $9,409 to Overhead 
Doors to replace two garage 
doors at the bus barn. The 
board approved an agreement 
with EBF to have high need 
students go to EBF’s Explorer 
Academy. Business Manager 
Kaye Gilbert stated that the 
board had received $15,355 in 
education support personnel 
compensation funding; she 
stated that this would be dis-
tributed as a one-time bonus 
for hourly employees, with 
those who had worked for the 
district longer receiving more 
money. The board approved 
partnering with the AEA for a 
new elementary counselor to 
work two days a week; Harper 
stated this would cost $40,000, 
but that the district had re-
ceived $38,000 in a REAP 
grant. The board approved a 
$17,999 quote for new back-
board supports in the high 
school gym, with an optional 
$2,200 off if they reuse the 
current backboards. Harp-
er stated that the Southeast 
Iowa Superconference had 
approved raising the athletics 
admission cost to $7 for adults 
and $5 for students at high 
school games and to $5 for ev-
eryone at junior high games. 
Harper stated that a new Iowa 
DOE Safe and Sound anony-
mous reporting system would 
be added to the school web-
site. He stated that the Special 
Ed Corrective Action Plan, 
led by Cassidy Steinhart, had 
raised Pekin from level two to 
level one, and that this was a 
very rare accomplishment. 
He stated that the food ser-
vice budget would be around 
$14,000 at the end of October, 
compared to $13,000 at the 
end of September, and that 
they were working to pay back 
the $20,000 interfund transfer 
in December.

Harper explained that, cur-
rently, the solar panels at the 
bus barn, football field, soft-
ball field and weight room 
have four separate permits, 
which requires spacing be-
tween the panels. He stated 
that, if they upgrade the pan-
els to provide more electric-
ity, they could combine the 
permits and have the panels 
moved together to provide 
a canopy for shade. Harper 
stated that they could pay for 

PEKIN 
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Letter to the Editor Policy
 The News-Review welcomes the opinions of our readers 
in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the submissions 
are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking individuals 
without supporting documentation or a rational and legally 
defensible justification. In any event the newspaper reserves 
the sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader sub-
mission will be published. If your letter is selected it will be 
run on a single occasion and you agree to give us the right 
to publish it in print and digital form. The News-Review 
will not accept letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, 
or otherwise reproduced. Letters should be original, type-
written or neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 
300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be subject to 
editing and may not be published in their entirety.
 The News-Review does not as a general rule print form 
letters or letters which are also submitted to other newspa-
pers. We are most interested in sincere personal views as 
opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for 

an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure 
us that their submission is individual and personal, it may 
be rejected.
 Your Letter to the Editor must include:
  • Your full name with signature
  • Your complete address
  • Your telephone number
 Your address and telephone number will not be printed 
in the newspaper, but will be used for verification by news-
paper editorial staff.
 Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks 
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be 
published. The News-Review reserves the right to end de-
bate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to 
express their views. The News-Review reserves the right to 
edit or refuse all letters. All columns and letters on the opin-
ion page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The News-Review.

The News-Review  |  120 E Washington, Sigourney IA 52591  |  641-622-3110  |  news@sigourneynewsreview.com

Correction and Retraction Policy
 The News-Review strives for accurate and complete 
news reporting but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases 
where an error has been made we will run a correction, clar-
ification, retraction or editor’s note in the next edition. Our 
goal in any event is to inform readers of corrections clearly 
and quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating 
with the correct information.
 All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next is-
sue published. The correction will denote the issue, article 
and incorrect information along with the correction. Digital 
corrections will also be made and an editor’s note will be 
added to the bottom of the article in question noting what 
was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. If 
the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other on-
line medium controlled by The News-Review, a post will be 
made linking to the corrected article, noting the correction.
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Panelization...

CALL TODAY
(319) 656-5131

Encourage Kindness 
Today

Put a smile
in someone’s day

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Martial arts in 
China
  6. The butt of jokes
 12. Nevertheless
 16. Sportscaster 
Michaels
 17. A firm believer
 18. Atomic #18
 19. One’s bestie
 20. Of I
 21. Hamburger 
accessory
 22. Thus
 23. Partner to Pa
 24. Scottish tax
 26. Cuts away
 28. Require
 30. Government 
lawyer
 31. Own (Scottish)
 32. Body cavity
 34. Brew
 35. Young woman 
(French)
 37. Platforms
 39. Pair of points in 
mathematics
 40. Attack suddenly
 41. Aviators
 43. Make perfect
 44. Yearly tonnage 
(abbr.)
 45. Neither
 47. The center of a 
city
 48. Sacrifice hit in 
baseball
 50. Singer Redding
 52. Dragged forcibly
 54. Puncture with 
a knife
 56. Belonging to me
 57. Expresses surprise
 59. Haul
 60. The Golden State
 61. Biblical Sumerian 
city
 62. Integrated circuit
 63. Opposed to 
certain principles

 66. Sodium
 67. Qualities
 70. Walk
 71. It awaits us all
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Ate quickly
  2. Peyton Manning’s 
alma mater
  3. Moves through 
water
  4. Run away from
  5. Utah resident
  6. Natural objects
  7. Children’s game
  8. Obligation to 
prove
  9. Ancient Greek 
building for perfor-
mances
 10. Soldier
 11. Decorated
 12. Catches
 13. Russell __, author
 14. Speak indistinctly
 15. Students get them
 25. Japanese warrior
 26. Dessert
 27. Doleful
 29. Most cushy

 31. Moon crater
 33. Small evergreen 
Arabian tree
 36. Something fugi-
tives are “on”
 38. 007’s creator
 39. Paintings on 
hinged panels
 41. Type of bomb
 42. Japanese classical 
theater
 43. U.S. gov’t depart-
ment
 46. Flightless bird
 47. One who cuts 
wood or stone
 49. Buttock and thigh 
together
 51. A way to gather
 53. Body part
 54. Argentinian city
 55. Undergarments
 58. Jai __, sport
 60. Container for 
shipping
 64. Type of screen
 65. Get free of
 68. Indicates position
 69. Business depart-
ment

CLUES ACROSS
1. Neckwear
7. Fish parts
13. Cooking
14. Quality
16. Rural delivery
17. Popular superhero
19. Partner to Pa
20. Shivering fits
22. Wrath
23. Linguistics pioneer
25. Large integers
26. A way to prepare 

food
28. Group of badgers
29. Peyton’s little 

brother
30. Rock out
31. Danish krone
33. Take from with 

force
34. Baroque musical 

instrument
36. Zodiac sign
38. Hebrew alphabet 

letter
40. Independent mem-

ber of a clone
41. Type of garment
43. Satisfy
44. One point south of 

due east
45. A way to wipe out
47. Moved quickly on 

foot
48. Bar bill
51. An idiot
53. Performed with the 

voice silent
55. Body fluids
56. Rhythmic patterns
58. “__ my i’s”
59. Type of wrap
60. It shows who you 

are
61. Carousel
64. Type of college 

degree
65. Molding
67. Closes again
69. Verses

70. Surface
CLUES DOWN
1. Short, thick stick
2. Rhode Island
3. Animals of the horse 

family
4. Very important 

persons
5. Folk singer Di 

Franco
6. Boredom
7. Long speech
8. Footballer Newton
9. Expression of sorrow 

or pity
10. Linear accelerator
11. One quintillion 

bytes
12. Smallest interval in 

Western music
13. Box
15. Cheese dish
18. Make a mistake
21. Done by all people 

or things
24. Circumference
26. Chum
27. Electrocardiogram
30. Sandwich chain 

Jimmy __
32. Showed old movie
35. Important event on 

Wall St.
37. Where wrestlers 

work
38. Free from contam-

ination
39. Eastern Canada 

coastal region
42. Slang for gun
43. High schoolers’ test
46. Fathers
47. Call it a career
49. Productive
50. Musical groups
52. Yellowish-brown
54. Lowest point of a 

ridge
55. Beloved late sports-

caster Craig
57. Fill up
59. Cardinal number 

that’s the sum of 5 
and 1

62. Frost
63. Jewel
66. Atomic #45
68. Top lawyer

This week’s crossword, sponsored by:

Atwood Electric, Inc.
641-622-3626
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What Cheer and Backdrafts
By Casey Jarmes |
The News-Review

“Twice before in her his-
tory has What Cheer awak-
ened in chill gray dawn to 
see blackened smoking ruins, 
homes and business buildings 
wiped out, but never until the 
dawn of Sunday, August 27, 
has What Cheer awakened 
to broken homes, the sobs of 
widows and orphaned chil-
dren, following a fire.

Twice before scores of build-
ings have been burned in the 
great fires that swept every-
thing in their path but never 
had a life been lost until four 
men were blown into eternity 
at one thirty Sunday morning 
when they rushed to give aid 

to a neighbor.”
That’s how the Aug. 31, 

1933 issue of the What Cheer 
Patriot-Chronicle began its 
recounting of the deadly ex-
plosion that claimed the lives 
of four firefighters.

Willie “Leslie” Hermann, 
31, was born on April 6, 
1902, near Gibson. In 1923, 
he married Rosella Irene 
Garrett of Delta. They had 
three daughters, Betty, Dor-
othy and Catherine. He 
worked as a tile molder at the 
What Cheer Clay Products 
Company. He was one of the 
first to arrive at the fire. His 
obituary stated that “loyalty 
to duty was an abiding char-
acteristic” of his life.

William Phillips, 54, was 
born on January 9, 1879, in 
Cuba, Illinois. He moved to 
What Cheer with his parents 
in 1882. He married Cora 
Buckets in 1904 and had 
four children, Denise, Irene, 
Mildred and Gerald. Phil-
lips owned a hardware store 
in Clay City for 26 years, 
then moved to What Cheer, 
where he served on the city 
council for a number of years 
and worked at his broth-
er George’s strip mine. His 
obituary wrote that he was 
“a kind and loving husband 
and father, a good neighbor 
and friend, and always ready 
to help anyone in trouble or 
distress.”

Oscar Joseph Roland, 44, 
was born on June 21, 1889, 
in Marchiene, Belgium. He 
moved to What Cheer when 
he was two. He married Sa-
die Lee in 1913 and had two 
daughters, Lee and Ruth. 
Roland worked in insurance, 
was previously the town’s 
mayor, was the secretary of 
the fair association and the 
farm loan association, and a 
member of the Masonic and 
Eastern Star lodges.

Marvin J. Bodeman, 31, 
was born in What Cheer in 
1901. He lived there his entire 
life and worked as a laborer. I 
wish there was more I could 
say about him.

At around one o’clock, 
several boys from neigh-
boring towns were loafing 
around in the Wagner cafe. 
One of them saw a dull 
red glow coming from the 
building across the street. 
The building, owned by Eli 
Horn and located on the east 
side of Main Street, housed 
the New-Co grocery store 
owned by Daryl Mathers 
and the meat market owned 
by Otto Bruhn on its first 
floor, and the lodge room 
used by the Knights of Py-
thias, Royal Neighbors, Red 
Men and Pocahontas lodg-

es on its second.
The boys ran out and no-

ticed smoke coming from 
beneath the doors. The 
alarm bell rang. Quickly, the 
firefighters arrived. Roland 
and fellow firefighter Ed 
Lally went up to the second 
floor, to save the Knights of 
Pythias Lodge’s records. Lal-
ly stepped into another room 
to grab a key. This lucky de-
cision saved his life.

The moment Roland 
opened the door to the 
lodge room, the crowd out-
side heard a horrible suck-
ing sound. It sounded “As if 
the earth were being drawn 
upward,” to quote the Pa-
triot-Chronicle. Someone 
shouted run, and the crowd 
fled, right as the explosion 
tore apart the Horn build-
ing. Flames erupted from the 
front windows, as the brick 
walls collapsed onto the 
street. The building’s back 
wall was blown out, while 
the roof of the Horn build-
ing was sent into the air. It 
landed on the neighboring 
Harlan building, causing it 
to collapse; fortunately, this 
building was unoccupied.

The cause of the explosion 
was a backdraft. Fires deplete 
oxygen as they burn, causing 
the flames to dwindle. As 
Roland opened the door, he 
let oxygen rush into the fire, 
causing it to rapidly ignite 
and tear the building apart.

Herman is thought to 
have been somewhere near 
Roland and Lally when the 
building exploded; his head 
was so mangled from the 
blast, they were only able to 
identify him later by check-
ing his billfold. Bruhn, Bo-
deman, William Phillips and 
George Phillips were all in 
front of the building when 
it exploded. George was un-
harmed, but the others were 
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Please check with your church for updates, online services, postponements and 
cancellations. In light of COVID-19 measures, please contact your church to find out how 

services are being held or streamed online before attempting to attend.

Bain ElectricBain Electric
Gary Bain

910 North Main - Sigourney

641-622-3771
Residential and

Commercial 
Electrical WorkElectrical Work

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

DELTA
Delta Christian Church
108 W 3rd St.
Worship: Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

Delta Methodist Church
Pastor Vince Homan
Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday School for Elementary 

age children is at 9:30-10:15 a.m.

FREMONT
Fremont Community 

Church
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 

a.m.
Adult Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

First Baptist Church
of Fremont

Pastor Robb Bruns
Sunday School, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

GIBSON
Gibson Presbyterian 

Church
Pastors Amy McGriff and 

Robert Elgin
Worship, 10 a.m.
Communion on the third 

Sunday of the month.

HEDRICK
The Church Of
Living Water

Pastor Shane Jarr
13 North Main St., Hedrick
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.; 

Sunday Worship -10:40 a.m.; 
Evening Services - 7 p.m.

Bible Study Wednesdays - 6 
p.m.

Hedrick First Christian
206 Park St. Hedrick
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; 

Gathering for Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Hedrick Community 
Church A Global 

Methodist Church
Pastor Michael Elrod 
203 N. Spring Street, Hedrick
641-653-4477
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship 

In Person, or online through 
our Facebook Page or www.
hedrickumc.org

KEOTA
Good Neighbor 

Fellowship
126 E Broadway
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 

10 a.m. Service

Holy Trinity Parish
109 N Lincoln St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
Office Phone: 641-636-3883
Sunday Mass: 8:30am

Religious-Ed Sundays 9:30-
10:45am

United Church of Faith
201 North Ellis Street, PO Box 

208
Keota, IA 52248
(641) 636-3825
keotaucf@cloudburst9.net 
www.keotaucf.org 
Sunday Worship Service 9:00 

a.m

KESWICK
Keswick and 

Webster UMC
Pastor Brandi Meyer
319-430-7299
Keswick United Methodist 

Church
Service: 9:00 a.m.
Webster United Methodist 

Church Worship service: 10:00 
a.m.

Communion is on the 1st 
Sunday of the month for both 
churches

New Life Fellowship
Hwy. 22 South, Keswick
319-738-3851
Pastor John Stringfellow
Service Sunday at 10 a.m. and 

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
Teaching Tuesday is Tuesday at 

6:30 p.m.
Evening of Praise: every third 

Saturday of the month at 7 p.m.

NEW SHARON
The Lighthouse Church
641-637-2251
www.nsfcc.org
Pastor Eric Sneed
Sunday: Sunday School 9 a.m.; 

Worship 10 a.m.
Wednesday: WOW Kids 6-7:30 

p.m.
Thursday: Prayer Connect 

5:50-6:20 p.m.

New Sharon
Assembly of God

www.newsharonag.org
Pastor Shane Farnum
Youth Group: Wednesday: 

6:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

New Sharon 
Friends Church

Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.

New Sharon Harvest 
Community Church

Pastor David Pinkerton
2083 Hwy. 102
641-295-0109
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10 a.m.

New Sharon
Lower Grove Church

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship, 10:30 a.m.

New Life Fellowship 
New Sharon

Lead Pastor Rick Baarda
www.newlifefellowshipns.org
641-637-2561
newlifefellowshipns@gmail.

com
Worship Service: Sunday, 

9:15am (Church)
Children's Sunday School 

during pastor's morning message. 
(Church Basement)

Adult Small Group: Sunday, 
10:30am (Church)

Adult Small Group: 
Wednesday, 1:30pm (McVay FC)

G2C Youth Group (2-6th)- 
Wednesday, 6:00 -7:30pm 
(Church)

PROS Youth Group (7-12th) 
- Wednesday, 6:30 - 8:30pm 
(McVay FC)

Union Mills 
Christian Church

Pastor Josh Martin
1405 Parkin Ave, New Sharon, 

IA 50207
641-637-2339
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship, 10:35 a.m.

NORTH ENGLISH
St. Joseph’s

221 N Knollridge St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
319-664-3325
Mass Time: Saturdays 5:00pm
(Nov through Feb: 4:00pm)
Religious-Ed: Wednesdays 

6:00-7:15pm

Christian Church
Pastor Luke Caster
131 N. Howard St.
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Ph. 319-664-3338

OLLIE
Grace Family Church

Rev. Dar Eckley, Pastor
24536 Hwy. 78, Box 64, Ollie, 

52576
Sunday Worship - 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday school-10:15 a.m.
RocKnowledge Youth Group is 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Ollie Baptist Church
Church Phone: 641-224-9797
Ollie Pastor Tom Grove 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship 
Thursday: 9 a.m. Sewing and 

Quilting

Prairie View Church, A 
Global Methodist Church

Pastor: Steven Lamb
641-667-2502
27131 Hwy 78, Ollie
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Worship, 

Followed by Fellowship
Sunday School 7:50 a.m. and 

10:30 a.m.

OSKALOOSA
Park Church of Christ

Minister David Pearce
1804 Burlington Road
Oskaloosa
Sunday Morning
9:30 a.m. Classes
10:30 a.m. Worship

RICHLAND
Richland Methodist 

Church
Pastor Michael Elrod
106 W. South St., Richland
319-456-2251
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. in 

person or Facebook page.

Trinity Friends Church
Pastor Jerry Hoover
206 Main St,
641-919-8922
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

Woolson Friends Church
Pastor Jerry Hoover
1005 Jasmine Ave,
641-919-8922
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

ROSE HILL
Rose Hill Community 

Church
Pastor: Mike Sennett
2011 Main St. 
Sunday School- 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship- 10:15 a.m.
Free Food Bank Distribution- 

Every second Friday of the month.

SIGOURNEY
Be the Light Ministry

200 Kramer St.
Sunday- 9 a.m. Traditional 
11 a.m. Contemporary
Sunday School (PK-6) 10-10:45 

a.m.

The Bethel Church
Pastor Nick Needham
319-329-6070

6 miles East of Sigourney on 
Highway 92.

Website: thebethelumc.org
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Member of the Global 

Methodist Church

First Baptist Church
Pastor Joe Hohenshell
308 N. Jefferson St. 319-450-

8333
Sunday School, 9 a.m.; Worship 

Service, 10 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church
215 N Jefferson St, Sigourney
Pulpit supply for Pastor
641-622-2247
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Christian Church
of Sigourney

308 S. Jefferson, 641-622-2151
Pastor Dan Glandon
Sunday School all ages: 9:30 

a.m.
Traditional Service: 10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study: Tuesday at 

6:30 p.m.

Hope Lutheran Church, 
LCMS

The Rev. Richard Meyer
315 W. Kelly Street
Office: 319-668-2999
May-Sept.
Sunday: Worship at 11 a.m. 
Communion the first and third 

Sunday
Oct-April
Saturday: Worship at 5 p.m.
Communion the first and third 

Saturday

Lancaster Christian 
Church

Pastor Don Frost
22934 W. County Rd. V5G
815-262-5273
Sunday School: 9 a.m.; Worship 

Service: 10 a.m.

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church

415 E Pleasant Valley St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
Office Phone #641-622-2316
Sunday Mass: 10:30am
Religious-Ed Sundays
9:00-10:15am
Bulletin Deadline is Wednesday 

9:00am
Email: sigourneystmary@

diodav.org

Sigourney United 
Methodist Church

Website: sigourneyumc.com
(641) 622-2641
Pastor Brandi Meyer
Sunday Worship Services - 

11:00 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome

SOUTH ENGLISH
English River Church of 

the Brethren
29252 137th St., South English
319-667-5235
Worship 10 a.m.

WHAT CHEER
What Cheer Baptist 

Church
Pastor DJ Danner
641-660-9948
109 E Briney
What Cheer
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.; 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
evening services, 6:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Study: Wednesday 
6:30 p.m.

What Cheer Methodist 
Church

The Rev. Vince Homan
Sunday School, 9:30; Worship, 

10:30 a.m.
Second Tuesday - Local food 

event for Tri-County and Delta
Fourth Tuesday- Food Truck 

from Ottumwa Food Bank- 
Anyone in Keokuk County

What Cheer Hilltop 
Chapel

506 E Briney St., What Cheer
641-634-2990
Pastor John Bacon
Sunday Worship: 10 -11:30 a.m. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 

at 6:30 p.m.
Men’s fellowship: Wednesdays 

at 6:30 p.m.
Community Kids Club: first-

sixth grades Thursdays at 6 p.m.
Prayer Meeting: Third Friday 

each month at 6:30 p.m.

Free Grace United
107 East Broadway St. What 

Cheer, IA 50268.
10 a.m. Sunday service with 

Kids Church.
Recovery meeting weekly 

Wednesday 7 pm

B’s Sweet Treats
123 E Marion

Sigourney, IA 52591
641-224-8889

Come to us for all of your Ashby’s Ice 
Cream, Baking and Catering needs!!

223 N. Main St., Sigourney 
(Next to Phelps)
641-790-1115

The Value 
of Suffering
“Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all 
our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those 
in any trouble with 
the comfort we 
ourselves receive 
from God.”
2 Corinthians 
1:3-4 NIV

Suffering, almost by definition, is something 
we naturally wish to avoid. We want to live 
a life as pleasant and free from suffering as 

possible. And yet, suffering seems built into the 
very fabric of life. The delicious meal ends, and our 
satiety soon becomes a boredom that awaits the next 
pleasure. The glass of wine is sweet, and buoys our 
spirits, but comes with a hangover. Looking on the 
object of our desire has within it the pain of longing 
unfulfilled, or if fulfilled, the realization that most of 
life’s pleasures are empty, fleeting things that bring 
no lasting pleasure. The Buddha said that life is 
essentially suffering, and that we suffer because we 
desire. We desire what we do not have and desire 
that things be different than they are, and all of this 
leaves a taint on the very fabric of existence. But can 
we find a way to affirm life, despite, or even because 
of the suffering? Philosophers and saints tell us that suffering has 
value for building character, but this doesn’t change the fact that 
when we’re suffering, we want it to end. The prayer to end suffering 
is perhaps the most common prayer: “Take this pain away, dear Lord, 
and make me whole again.” Other than offering up our suffering as a 
kind of penance, and finding value therein, the only real relief from 
suffering is to share it with others, to let others know we are suffering 
and to find solace in suffering together. The words “compassion” and 
“commiserate” both have this sense of suffering together with others, 
and in the end, perhaps the true value of suffering is that it forces us to 
recognize our shared humanity.
– Christopher Simon

SUNDAY
March 6, 2022

1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel
Deuteronomy 

26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 

9-16
Romans 
10:8b-13

Luke 4:1-13

Many of us may have found that the fears we encountered as 
children have significantly changed as we grew older. Of 
course, this is normal, but sometimes, addressing our fears 

as adults can actually be a more difficult undertaking. A child may 
overcome their fear of a dark room upon a light switch being turned 
on, as they recognize there was nothing in the room for them to be 
afraid of. In the same way, we may overestimate the effect of our fears 
on ourselves, so it is quite important to stay grounded in this regard. 
This can be done by reasoning through our fears and their effects. 
Some determinations we can try to make are finding whether the fear 
is justified to begin with, whether it is a fear based in uncertainty, 
or whether it is a fear based on an impending occurrence that we’re 
aware of. It is also quite important to remember that we do not face 
our fears alone. As we develop relationships as we continue to grow 
in age and character, we may find it much easier in addressing fears, 
or really, any problem, by utilizing the support of our families, friends, 
or communities in faith. While the nature of our fears surely changes 
throughout our lives, we may find there are certain approaches to 
facing them that are universally beneficial. 

-James Stone

Facing Our Fears

The Lord is my light and my salvation – 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold 
of my life – of whom shall I be afraid?

Psalm 27:1 (NIV)
“

“

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110
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buried in rubble. After the 
explosion, George helped car-
ry a burnt, mutilated body to 
the Patriot-Chronicle office, 
which was used as a morgue; 
hours later, he learned that the 
body he carried belonged to 
his brother.

Roland was pulled out of 
the rubble, but died of his in-
juries hours later. Also pulled 
from the rubble was 77-year-
old Otto Bruh, who suffered a 
fractured skull and numerous 
bruises and cuts, but ultimate-
ly survived the ordeal. His son 
John, who had gone into the 

meat market to retrieve re-
ceipts they kept in the icebox, 
was unharmed.

The What Cheer fire truck 
was completely destroyed, 
after being battered by fly-
ing bricks. Fortunately, the 
Sigourney, Oskaloosa, Thorn-
burg and Delta fire depart-
ments quickly arrived and put 
out the blaze. In total, the fire 
and explosion caused $35,000 
($872,000 with inflation) 
in property damage. But, of 
course, the cost to the small 
town was far greater.

Op-Ed: Why Vote Yes on 
the Sigourney School 
District Bond Issue?

By Darian Graff
#1: Bottom line — because 

our kids and our community 
deserve our support.

#2: Because changes to state 
funding are pushing rural 
districts toward extinction — 
and we’re fighting to survive.

#3: Safety matters. It can 
happen anywhere, even here. 
I don’t want to look back one 
day and wonder what if.

#4: Like a home, if you don’t 
fix the foundation, it eventu-
ally fails — and our school is 
at that point. These repairs 
aren’t in the regular budget 
because school funding rare-
ly covers major building fixes 
or replacements.

#5: Why now? Because the 
costs, and the issues, will only 
keep increasing.

As a volunteer on the com-
munity advisory committee, 
I saw firsthand the outdated 
state of our high school, built 
in the 1960s. Touring beyond 
the familiar spaces revealed 
just how much the building 
needs attention.

One of my fellow commit-
tee members could not ac-
cess all areas due to mobility 
challenges. Seeing the facil-
ity through his experience 
helped me realize how inac-

cessible and outdated parts of 
our school have become.

We gathered input from 
staff, students, a community 
survey, and the profession-
al facility assessment. It was 
remarkable how consistent 
the feedback was. Everyone 
pointed to the same core is-
sues — plumbing, electrical, 
heating, and safety.

We are fortunate to have a 
school board committed to 
fixing necessities instead of 
chasing “nice-to-haves.” This 
bond focuses on addressing 
what’s beneath the surface: 
the real problems.

I encourage every voter in 
the district to ask questions. 
Visit the bond referendum 
website to learn the facts. Ev-
erything our committee re-
viewed — the data, feedback, 
and recommendations — is 
available there.

Please don’t rely on rumors. 
Take time to learn the facts 
for yourself and make an in-
formed choice. Our kids — 
and our community’s future 
— are worth it.

The opinions expressed in 
this opinion editorial do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of Mid-America Publish-
ing or the New-Review staff.

The What Cheer Fire Department taught Tri-County stu-
dents about fire safety on Oct. 8.

Meet the Candidates: 
Faye Jones

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

WHAT CHEER – Faye 
Jones is running for the What 
Cheer City Council

"With all of crime and the 
chaos that there is in the larg-
er cities, many families are 
looking to move to smaller 
towns, smaller communities, 
to raise their families. When 
I moved here two years ago, 
I was asked 'Why What 
Cheer?' Well, I would answer, 
'Why not What Cheer?' This 
town is not dying. You hear 
all the time, of little towns 
and what not that 'Oh they're 
just dying up.' They're not dy-

ing. What Cheer's not dying. 
What Cheer's being stran-
gled to death from within," 
said Jones. "Without equali-
ty, without fairness, without 
justice, without integrity and 
most importantly transpar-
ency, you can't save any town. 
This town, as it sits right now, 
it's like it's on life support, just 
waiting for somebody to pull 
the plug. And I don't want 
that," said Jones.

Jones stated to the 
News-Review that her goal 
was to grow the town, stating 
that, if What Cheer does not 

FAYE JONES 
pg. 7
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GREINER WELL
and PUMP

641-660-8930

GREINER PUMP 
& PLUMBING

641.636.2021
Think water. Think Greiner.
Wells • Pumps • Plumbing
Trenching • Backhoeing
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Atwood Electric, Inc.
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• Quality  • Integrity
• Service
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Sigourney, IA 52591 Fax: 641-622-2438
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23124 Hwy.149
P.O. Box 311
Sigourney, IA 52591

641-622-3626
800-247-0214
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Sigourney T.V.  
& Appliance

Gary & Brenda Kruse, 
Owners

641-622-2511
103 E Marion, Sigourney

Sales & Service on  
Appliances and TVs

We invite you to  
shop and compare!

105 S. Jefferson St. 
Sigourney, IA 52591

641-622-3191
Hours • Mon-Friday 
9-5 • Saturday 9-12

The Garden 
Gate

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

Look! 4 corners!
Everyday moments can
be learning moments with
your kids. For more tips,
visit bornlearning.org

DON’T BE
LATE!
Deadline
for next
week’s paper
is Friday.

We become
What we think

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted-Govern-
ment
POLICE OFFICER: The 
Indianola Police Depart-
ment is now accepting 
applications for Police 
Officer. Apply online at 
this link:  https://indi-
anolaiowa.applicantpro.
com/jobs , choose Po-
lice Officer.  Deadline 
10/24/2025  EOE__INCN

you don’t have to go 
out of town to

print your photos...
The News-Review is your source for 

all your printing needs!

• 4x6, 4x8, 5x7,
8x10, 8x12

• Single-page
Calendars

• 4x8 Cards
(Graduation, Birthday,
 Anniversary & More!)

• Index Prints
• Passport Photos
• Collage Prints

The News-Review
120 E Washington St. 

Sigourney, IA
(641) 622-3110

All concussions are serious.
If you think you have a

CONCUSSION:
     • Don’t hide it.
     • Report it.
     • Take time to recover

Symptoms of concus-
sion may include:
 Headache
 Temporary loss of 
consciousness
 Confusion or feeling 
as if in a fog
 Dizziness or "seeing 
stars"
 Ringing in the ears
 Nausea
 Vomiting
 Slurred speech
 Fatigue

MISC
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/31/25.) 
Call 1-866-456-3917___ 		
_______________INCN
___________________

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica's #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-376-4154___ 	
_______________INCN
___________________

Does your basement or 
crawl space need some 
attention? Call Thrash-
er Foundation Repair! 
A permanent solution 
for waterproofing, fail-
ing foundations, sinking 
concrete and nasty crawl 
spaces. FREE Inspec-
tion & Same Day Esti-
mate. $250 off ANY proj-
ect with code GET250. 
Call 1-866-554-1730___ 	
_______________INCN
___________________

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Gener-
ator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-954-
5087 today to schedule 
a free quote. It's not just 
a generator. It's a power 
move.___________INCN

202 N Main St. Sigourney 641-622-3772

Call to schedule an appointment or
visit her website at https://emily-a-styles.square.site/

Introducing 
our new 
stylist, 
Emily! 

Come and Enjoy Great Food and Great Fellowship

Saturday,
October 25
4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Delta Methodist 
Church
301 E. 3rd St.

Join Us For Our Annual
  Turkey Supper

$10 for adults • $5 for children (10 & under)
Carry Outs Welcome - Local Delivery Only
(To order call 641-295-1725)

CITY OF SIGOURNEY
The City of Sigourney is accepting applications for 
a Soccer Director position. Primary responsibilities 
will include developing and distributing registration 
forms; recruit team coaches, sponsors, and 
referees; team selection of players; hold coaches 
and referee meetings and trainings; meetings with 
Park and Recreation Committee and/or Mayor; 
and care and maintenance (mowing) of the soccer 
fields. This is a seasonal position paying $2,500.00 
per year.
This seasonal position will run from December 15th, 
2025, through May 31st, 2026. A job description is 
available upon request. Apply to the Sigourney City 
Clerk’s office at 100 North Main Street, Sigourney, 
Iowa by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, November 10th, 2025.
City of Sigourney is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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Cheryl Joyce Sieren 
of Keota, Iowa, passed 
away peacefully on 
October 15, 2025, at the 
age of 77. Joyce was a 
loving wife, devoted 
mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, and 
a cherished member of 
her community.

Born on April 24, 
1948, Joyce dedicated 
her life to caring for 
others. Her boundless 
love and commitment 
were evident in every-
thing she did, whether 
caring for her family, supporting her wide circle of friends, or 
helping others through her work as a physical therapy assistant at 
assisted living centers. Joyce’s tireless work ethic and generous 
spirit left a lasting impact on everyone fortunate enough to know 
her.

A creative soul, Joyce found joy in gardening, woodworking, 
and baking, ensuring that no one ever left her home hungry. An-
nual trips to lake Lacey with her extended family were a high-
light where Joyce shared her magic and campfire stories with the 
kids. Her kindness and willingness to lend a helping hand were 
constants in her life. Her grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
were the shining lights of her heart.

Joyce was a loving wife to Larry, sharing together 57 happy 
years of marriage. She was devoted to her children: Aaron (Jeri) 
Sieren, Lori (Dan) Stout, Jered (Jessica) Sieren, and Jeff (Shauna) 
Sieren, grandchildren: Lexi (Kolton), Nate (Macy), Sam, Chase, 
Cole, JD (Korinne), Sawyer, Keegan, Ava, Mia, Bailey, Hunt-
er and Aspen, and great-grandchildren; Scottie, Koe, and one 
on the way (due in April). She is survived by her siblings Janis 
(Dick) McNurlen, John (Janie) Hammes, Jake (Sue) Hammes, 
Jeff (Jeni) Hammes, Kevin (Debbie) Hammes, Vernon (Lailah 
Coulter) Hammes, Bryan Hammes, Dennis Hammes, Lisa (Ja-
mie) Uphold, Shelly (Pat) Hammen, and Kelly Mousel. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, Leo and Virginia Hammes; her 
brother Jim; her sister Jill; her nieces Brittany Syndergaard and 
Alaina McNurlen. 

Joyce, cherished member of the Be the Light Ministry, radiated 
unwavering faith and love in all she did. Recently rebaptized in a 
joyful affirmation of her devotion to Jesus, she poured her heart 
into helping create a stunning life-size manger scene of Jesus – a 
lasting testament to her artistry, spirt and deep love of her Savior. 

Joyce’s legacy of love, hard work, and kindness will live on 
in the hearts of all who knew her. A celebration of life for Joyce 
will be held 4-7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 23 at Cleer Creek church, 
Harper – all are welcome. Memorials can be sent to, 22528 280th 
Ave, Harper, IA 52231, or donations may be made in her honor 
to Halcyon House of Washington IA. 

Cheryl Joyce Sieren
1948-2025

Celebration of Life: Oct. 23, 4–7 p.m.

Gary Lee Hildeb-
rand, a man whose 
laughter was as infec-
tious as his generosity, 
passed on October 10, 
2025, in Austin, Tex-
as. Gary was born in 
New Sharion, Iowa, 
on February 28, 1946. 
His roots ran deep in 
the soil of his family 
farm in Montezuma, 
Iowa where his lifelong 
passion for nature was 
kindled.

He is survived by 
his devoted and lov-
ing wife, Pamela (Sellers) formerly of Sigourney, Iowa, his 
daughters, Melanie (Kevin) Locke of Purmela, TX., Meleia 
(Dale) Cox of Liberty Hill, TX., and Michelle Hildebrand of 
San Marcos, TX. He had 4 grandchildren, Allison (Tyler) Lee 
of Denver, CO., Kristin (Ron) Reid of Bertram, TX., Kamryn 
(Garrett) Locke of Purmela, TX., and River Hildebrand-Scott 
of San Marcos, TX. He has one Great grandson, Wylee Pearce, 
and one future Great granddaughter Rylann Lee Reid. One 
brother Richard Hildebrand who is now living in Houston, 
TX., and one sister, Sandy James, who lives in Puyallup, WA. 
and many nieces and nephews. His parents, Ray and Opal 
Hildebrand of Montezuma, Iowa, who, predeceased him, un-
doubtedly are preparing a heavenly welcome

Gary’s early years in Iowa were filled with the simple joys of 
small-town life. He graduated from Montezuma High School 
in 1956.He developed strong family values and the work ethic 
of growing up on a farm which defined him. He carried these 
values with him through his life enriching the lives of his be-
loved family and friends. Gary attended William Penn College 
in Oskaloosa, Iowa and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Business Administration from Laverne College in 1973 while 
being on active duty in the military.

Gary’s love language was through acts of service to his 
country, his family, his community, and his neighborhood. In 
1968 , he joined the United States Air force as a Ground Radio 
Repair Technician in the Security Service. During that time he 
was stationed in California, Libya, Turkey, and Misawa, Japan. 

His commitment to service continued throughout his civilian 
career. After returning to the United States in 1978, he was 
stationed in San Antonio, Texas, where he was later discharged 
and joined the reserves. It was in San Antonio that he bought 
his first home and began his career with Johnson Controls. 
He served as a Project Manager and Sales Representative for 
HVAC for over 30 years, working with prominent companies 
while negotiating and bidding projects in new construction of 
airports, schools, universities, manufacturing facilities, hospi-
tals and churches. His Top-Secret Security Clearance allowed 
him contracting foreign based U.S. Embassies. His technical 
expertise led him to work in both San Antonio and, later, in 
Austin, Texas, for Johnson Controls. He then worked for Cen-
tral Texas A/C & Heating (CTCA). Austin Controls , and IEC 
Controls. Gary and Pamela moved to Arkansas, where he 
worked for TL Services as a Regional Sales Manager. Gary 
and Pam moved back to Austin in 2005, where he continued to 
work to grow TL services as a Sales Account Representative 
in Texas. In 2006, he went back to work for one of his dearest 
friends, Roland Hampton, owner of CTCA, until 2011, when 
he retired. 

Those who knew Gary will remember him as a man who 
greeted everyone with a smile and was always ready to lend 
a helping hand or a listening ear. Leiomysarcoma may have 
been his toughest audience, but Gary faced it with the same 
determination and humor that characterized his entire life. He 
left this world as he lived in it, on his own terms, with a smile 
for those he loved, and a joke to lighten the heavy hearts he 
knew he’d leave behind.

The family would like to thank Austin Hospice for their 
support and loving care, and all our neighbors and friends, we 
couldn’t have done it without you!

A Celebration of Life will be planned later to honor his mem-
ory. The family requests no flowers but memorial donations 
be sent to the National Leiomyosarcoma Foundation or Plant 
a Tree Foundation. More information can be found on www.
harrellfuneralhomes.com

Gary Lee Hildebrand
1946-2025

Celebration of Life: held at later date
HARRELL FUNERAL HOME

AUSTIN, TX

K EOTA— Ha zel 
Lucille Whitaker 
Greiner, 89, passed 
away on October 13, 
2025 at the Harvest 
Acres Nursing Home 
in Keota, Iowa.

Mrs. Greiner was 
born near Brighton, 
Iowa, on November 
5, 1935 to Syrrel and 
Mary Jane (Rich) 
Whitaker. She grad-
uated from Brighton 
High School in 1953 
where she was a bas-
ketball player and for 
many years enjoyed watching University of Iowa women’s 
basketball games. She married Danny Greiner from Keota, 
Iowa on June 2, 1953 at Pleasant Plain Catholic Church. They 
were married for over 71 years. They farmed near Keota, Rich-
land, and Brighton, Iowa. Mrs. Greiner was employed by Ad-
vance Ross in Washington in its assembly line until its closure. 
She also worked as a bookkeeper for the Montgomery Ward 
retail store in Washington and Fansteel Corporation, also in 
Washington. She was a lifetime member of the VFW Auxil-
iary. She enjoyed gardening, traveling and attending the Old 
Threshers Reunion in Mount Pleasant where she and Danny 
enjoyed dancing to various bluegrass and country groups. She 
also volunteered at the Polishville Community Center during 
Sunday night dances where she baked pies and assisted with 
kitchen cleanup. She also provided help for the Polishville Bin-
go nights, until the COVID epidemic, which contributed to the 
end of those events. 

Mrs. Greiner is survived by her brother Lester (Kay) Whita-
ker of Pleasant Plain, her son Paul, a daughter Becky, 3 grand-
children, 4 great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Danny; her parents, 
her brothers, Elmer Lee, Guy, Syrrel Dale, Clarence Otis, and 
Russel; and her sisters, Winifred Lauderdale, and Geraldine 
Heston.

Funeral service was held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, October 17, 
2025, at Powell Funeral Home in Keota, with Fr. Bernie Weir 
officiating. Burial will be at Holy Trinity Cemeteries - St. Eliz-
abeth Cemetery in Harper. Visitation was from 5:00 p.m. until 
7:00 p.m. on Thursday, at the funeral home.

The family requests no flowers and requests that any dona-
tions in Hazel’s name be made to the Alzheimers Association 
online at alz.org, mail to Alzheimers Association, PO Box 
96011, Washington, DC 20090-6011; or the Harvest Acres 
Nursing and Rehab, 204 N. Keokuk Washington Road, Keota, 
Iowa 52248.

Hazel Greiner
1935-2025

Services: Oct. 17, 10:30 a.m.
Visitation: Oct. 16, 5–7 p.m.

POWELL FUNERAL HOME
KEOTA

Meet the Candidates: 
Bunny Peiffer

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

HARPER – Roberta "Bun-
ny" Peiffer, a retired nurse, is 
running for the Harper City 
Council.

"It's just a small town, and 
I care about the town. Care 
about how the town looks. 
I just care. I think we need 

people to care about and 
have pride in the town," said 
Peiffer.

Peiffer stated that she wants 
to clean up properties in town 
and trim weeds. She also stat-
ed that she wants to put a flag 
on the town flagpole again.

"I'd just like to see every-
body work together to make it 
a nice little town," said Peiffer.

Meet the Candidates: 
John Mather

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

KEOTA – John Mather is 
running for the Keota City 
Council.

“I am running for city 
council to help make a dif-
ference in a town that can be 
great! Keota is where I was 
a raised and where my wife 
and I are raising our chil-
dren. In order for us and oth-
er families to keep doing so 
the town needs support from 
caring members with the 
city’s best interest in mind! I 
am hopeful that with all the 
candidates in this election 
new council members can 
be appointed and motivate 
others to run in the future. 
In my opinion we’ve had who 
we have for way too long, and 
it’s time for CHANGE!” Ma-
ther wrote in an email to the 
News-Review.

Mather stated that he 
would like to implement a 
department of recreation to 
overlook the city’s pool, li-
brary and parks. He stated 
that, by having a person or 
persons overlooking these as-
sets, the city can assure they 
get full attention and not take 
away time from other city 
employee or official’s time to 

do do their original duties. 
Mather also stated he would 
like to implement safer 
neighborhoods and streets, 
by supporting stronger law 
enforcement presence, better 
traffic safety measures, and 
proactive efforts to clean up 
rundown or neglected prop-
erties.

Mather is a graduate from 
the Keota High School who 
has lived in the area for more 
than 25 years. He current-
ly works as an Automotive 
Technician at Keota Trans-
mission & Repair. He previ-
ously worked as a farm hand.

“Keota’s main challenge 
is survival,” Mather wrote. 
Over the last few years small 
businesses have been coming 
to town and that is perfect! 
We need to do our best to 
support them and encourage 
others to come and open up 
as well. The city’s economy 
relies on these businesses 
to keep people in town and 
doors open! Bringing more 
families to town or keeping 
current families in town is es-
sential for our school system, 
without the school it will be 
difficult for businesses and 
community members to con-
tinue to thrive.”

CONVICTED from pg. 1

family, the people she loves 
most. She stated that she 
still doesn’t understand how 
a grown man, a father and 
a police officer, could cause 
so much pain. E.M. stated 
she was thankful it was her 
under that trailer, not some-
one else, because she never 
wants someone else to have 
to experience what she went 
through.

And yet, despite her pain 
and anger, E.M. requested 
mercy. She stated that one of 
Heady’s kids was in her class, 
and shouldn’t have to go 
through childhood without a 
father. E.M. stated that prison 
was for people who hurt oth-
ers on purpose, a place where 
they can learn from their 
mistakes. She stated that ev-
eryone has learned from this 
and that she knows Heady 
didn’t mean to hurt her. She 
stated that justice was know-
ing he had lost so much, in-
cluding losing his career and 
reputation, the pain his wife 
and kids will continue to go 
through, and the fact that 
Heady will never be able to go 
back to the life he had before. 
She stated this punishment 
was enough and would fol-
low for the rest of Heady’s life.

“Our community needs to 
heal, and our community in-
cludes you and your family,” 
said E.M.

Other victims felt less mer-
ciful. Tracy Pfannebecker, 
parent of an injured girl, read 
off a letter from her daughter, 
where her daughter stated 
that she had put her trust in 
Brubaker and Heady and 
that Heady could have pre-
vented the accident by simply 
telling Brubaker to not drive 
drunk or by not giving him 
alcohol.

“I will never forget when 
we crashed and the first thing 
you did as you got out of the 
truck was not to help the chil-
dren or call 911, but to discuss 
with the driver what you were 
going to say to law enforce-
ment when they arrived,” 
Pfannebecker read.

The letter stated that Heady 
could have killed a child, but 
God decided to give him luck 
and only severely injure the 
kids. Pfannebecker’s daugh-
ter wrote that she was thank-
ful she would never have to 
worry about Heady again. 
Pfannebecker also spoke her-
self, stating that her daughter 
had been so excited for the 
party and begged her to let 
her go. Pfannebecker stat-
ed that she let her daughter 
go because she thought the 
fact that a cop organized the 
event meant her daughter 
would be in good hands and 
that she wouldn’t have let her 
go if she knew there would 
be drinking. She stated that 
the kids will never forget that 
night and will have to live 
with that nightmare for the 
rest of their lives.

“I will never forget the call 
I got that night, thinking I 
could have lost my daughter, 
or my daughter could have 
lost one of her friends. Just 
because of you, David, for 

being stupid and supplying 
alcohol to yourself and Dan. 
Drinking was more import-
ant for you two that night,” 
said Pfannebecker.

She explained that her 
daughter walked away with 
a swollen eye, headache and 
shoulder injury, which re-
quired physical therapy and 
chiropractor trips to heal. She 
stated her daughter had fallen 
behind in school because she 
was worried about friends, 
missed a season of playing 
basketball, and lost friends 
over trust issues.

A state attorney read off a 
letter by parent Nicole Tra-
cy, where Tracy stated that, 
as a cop, Heady had made a 
commitment to hold himself 
and others accountable. She 
stated that he had abandoned 
this commitment, leaving the 
community with fear, anger, 
and grief.

“This was not an accident. 
It was a choice. A choice to ig-
nore duty, ignore safety, and 
to ignore the very oath that 
was sworn, and it has caused 
harm beyond words,” wrote 
Tracy.

Parent Annie Burrow stat-
ed that families entrusted 
their children to Heady, who 
gave them over to a man who 
drank heavily. She stated 
things were difficult because 
David and Victoria Heady 
refuse to take responsibility. 
Burrow stated that Brubaker 
took responsibility and plead 
guilty, but Heady forced the 
case to go to trial and forced 
the children to relive their 
trauma in court.

“Attempting to shift all 
responsibility onto Dan is 
beneath the dignity expect-
ed of someone who once 
wore a badge of public trust,” 
said Burrow. “Refusing to 
own his own choices is un-
just. It’s a failure of integrity, 
that sets the worst possible 
example for every child. 
Pretending innocence and 
shifting blame does not show 
strength of character, but in-
stead reveals deep moral late-
ness and a cowardly form of 
dishonesty”

She stated that Heady’s 
crimes weighed heavier be-
cause he was an officer, and 
that they should have been 
able to trust him to not put 
their children in harms way. 
Burrow stated that actions 
have consequences and jus-
tice requires accountability. 
She stated that it hurt that 
Brubaker and Heady’s chil-
dren would be collateral 
damage, but that this does 
not erase the consequences 
laid out by the law.

Ultimately, Judge Wilson 
gave Heady the minimum 
sentence, ten years for the 
Child Endangerment Result-
ing in Serious Injury charges 
and five years for the Child 
Endangerment Resulting in 
Bodily injury charges, served 
concurrently, for a total of ten 
years. He issued minimum 
fines, stating that higher fines 
won’t help the victims or any-
one else.

grow, the town will not sur-
vive. She stated that there are 
only two businesses in What 
Cheer, Dollar General and 
Casey's, and that they can-
not support the town, forc-
ing people to go elsewhere 
for work. She stated that no 
one wants to drive 60 miles 
for work and that this pushes 
people to move out of What 
Cheer and closer to their jobs. 
Jones stated that What Cheer 
struggles to bring back kids 
after they go to college or a 
trade school and that, if they 
don't do something now, the 
current generation of chil-
dren are going to leave What 
Cheer, leaving them unable to 

maintain the town. She stated 
that a manufacturing compa-
ny had wanted to move to the 
south side of town, but that 
they had been shut down be-
fore they could start.

"You cannot grow a town, 
or even sustain a town, when 
there's nothing here for these 
kids when they graduate 
school," said Jones.

Jones noted that she isn't 
originally from Iowa and 
claimed that people are treat-
ed like outcasts for not having 
the right last name, not being 
part of the right social circle, 

FAYE JONES from pg. 5
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and Councilwoman Emily 
Clarahan suggested doing 
something during the fire 
supper.

Harper stated that she was 
unsure how the library fi-
nances were set up and that 
the amount in the library 
account isn’t even enough to 
pay a yearly librarian sala-
ry. She stated that there was 
$350 in the library account 
and asked if it could be used 
for the grant. Lown explained 
that there were two library 
accounts, an operating fund 
which was in the hole, and a 
“library endowment account” 
that had unused funds in it. 
Miller stated that this money 
likely came from a past en-
dowment that the city hadn’t 
spent like they were supposed 
to. Shafranek stated that it 
wasn’t good if they hadn’t 
spent grant money and that 
they might have to pay it back, 
or end up in trouble. Harper 
stated that Marianne had only 
applied for one grant since 
2017, for computers. Hope 
Frazier stated that Marianne 
needed to go. Miller stated 

that she would have had to go 
through the city to apply for 
a grant, meaning the mon-
ey had been there for years, 
before the current members 
were on the council. The 
council ultimately approved 
matching 10% of the grant 
money, with Shafranek stat-
ing that it was their library 
and they needed to support it.

Harper asked if there was 
anything the city did to ad-
vertise local businesses or the 
library to new people who 
move to town. Hope Frazier 
suggested having Marianne 
send out a monthly newsletter 
about what the library is do-
ing. Lown asked what the pol-
icy was for children who are 
disruptive in the library. Mill-
er stated that they can kick 
them out. Lown explained 
that she had seen kids play tag 
in the library and Marianne 
do nothing for five minutes 
until Lown asked her to do 
something. She stated she 
was surprised it went on for 
as it did. Hope Frazier stated 
that kids like that need to be 
kicked out, because otherwise 

they will knock over book 
shelves or get hurt.

Shafranek stated that there 
was another water leak in 
town, which was leaking 
6,000 gallons a day. He stat-
ed that he would go around 
the then upcoming Satur-
day night and shut off water 
in sections to narrow down 
where the leak is before the 
detectors come.

Shafranek asked if the 
council wanted to charge peo-
ple who had tampered with 
meters, noting that they didn’t 
have anything specific about 
this in the city ordinances. 
Miller and Councilman Nick 
Frazier stated they needed to 
to make sure people who tam-
pered with meters paid the 
city for the damage. City em-
ployee Steven Clarahan stated 
that he had gone to fix the me-
ter of one man who tampered 
with his meter three different 
times. He stated that the me-
ter was currently rewired and 
working. Miller and Coun-
cilwoman Emily Clarahan 
stated that they should charge 
the individual if they cut their 

meter again. Shafranek noted 
that most towns turn off wa-
ter if someone tampers with 
their meter.

The council approved begin 
to use GovPay, a 1-800 num-
ber people can call to pay their 
utility bills online, at no cost 
to the city.

Lown gave the council a 
summary of all the outstand-
ing balances in town. Sha-
franek noted that some people 
on the list don’t live in town 
anymore. Miller stated they 
needed to start assessing the 
ones who live in town. Hope 
Frazier stated they needed to 
do something and could not 
have these big balances. Mill-
er suggested giving people til 
the end of the year to pay, then 
assessing against their taxes. 
Steve Clarahan asked which 
people should be assessed. 
Hope Frazier stated any-
one 31 days or later overdue, 
while Nick Frazier suggested 
making the cutoff 60-90 days 
overdue. Hope Frazier stated 
that they needed to start cut-
ting service when bills reach 
a certain point. The council 
approved assessing accounts 
that are at least 60 days over-
due.

COUNTRY GIRL’S CORNER
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The Week That Was
By Sheryl L. Carter

I was gone for four days 
straight this past week, as 
I write this on late Sunday 
afternoon, October 19, and 
they were all good.

Tuesday, four of us drove 
up to Ankeny to help cele-
brate one of our birthday’s, 
and I think it was a good time 
for her—it sure was for me! I 
don’t get to big towns much 
to shop, so it was plenty spe-
cial. We started off with an 
early lunch at the Olive Gar-
den, with a nice waitress, a 
clean restaurant, and deli-
cious food. One of the girls 
produced a birthday cake 
which we enjoyed, and then 
off to the next on the agenda.

Which was The Attic on 
the west side of Ankeny, and 
which features all consign-
ment items of very nice piec-
es of furniture, dishes, and 
other home décor, plus some 
jewelry and ladies’ wear. Oh, 
yes, I did find a lovely Wool-
rich heavy cardigan sweater 
plus a white mock turtle neck 
for good prices. My fall-win-
ter wardrobe has needed 
beefing up since I got rid of a 
whole lot of stuff the last two 
times I switched seasonal 
clothes.

Then we went to Kohl’s, 
and I found a couple of nice 
cotton long sleeve tops, and 
a pretty soft pale gray car-
digan, and then over to T.J. 
Maxx where I found a really 
lovely dark olive green car-
digan. All of these will help 
out my wardrobe and I was 
so glad to find them and all 
good prices, too. You know 
me, the Thrift store queen, 
so this was out of the usual to 
find nice NEW clothes. 

On Wednesday, our WCF 

ladies Bible study group 
headed off to Sigourney for 
the day. Yes, I was in some 
of your neighborhoods! Our 
first thing was a tour of the 
Old Stone House, built in 
1855, with the thick interior 
walls made of stone hauled 
from some ways away, and 
which took eight years to 
complete. What a nice little 
house! Of course, no elec-
tricity or plumbing, but it 
had two stoves—one for 
cooking in the kitchen and 
a big nickel-plated pot belly 
in the living room. I bet they 
heated the place pretty well, 
as the ceilings were not real 
high—probably 8 ½ to 9 feet, 
and the rooms were not large. 
Up the steep stairs were two 
cozy little bedrooms—oh, it 
was a charming little house 
you could live in so well! The 
downstairs bedroom was 
well lighted with both north 
and east windows. Outside 
was a stone path to the out-
house in the backyard. Yeah, 
we used to live that way for 
the first 18 years of my life, 
and I never felt put upon.

Thursday was a visit to 
my eye dr. in Newton. On 
the way I called up my good 
friend up there, but she was 
already on her way out to 
an appt in another town, 
so we will see each other 
another time. My checkup 
went well, my eyes are doing 
pretty good in spite of cata-
racts, which we won’t bother 
at this time. I stopped at the 
revitalized Walmart for the 
week’s shopping, which had 
recently gone through the 
Big Change, switching every-
thing around, and filling the 
store to the brim with even 
more stuff, it looked like. It 
looked really nice, and I was 

able to find most of what I 
needed and even some wants. 

The next day, Friday, I left 
here at 7:10 am, arriving at 
Scottie and Dorothy’s by 7:40. 
Soon Lawrence and Norma 
joined us, we all piled into 
my freshly gassed up Jazzy, 
and Scottie drove us the 140 
miles down to Trenton, Mis-
souri to see my sister, Sherry, 
and husband, Bob, another 
of the famous Carter Boys. 
They had come out from 
Brush, Colorado, with their 
son-in-law and daughter, 
as this is his old stomping 
grounds, and were staying at 
an Airbnb—a cozy little old 
renovated house that was just 
so perfect for a few days stay 
for folks with a nice kitchen, 
bathrooms and bedrooms, 
etc. We had such a good time 
visiting, hugging, eating, and 
drinking coffee—a Carter 
requirement. By 3:30 p.m., 
we were back on the road for 
home, through the wooded 
hills and valleys of Northern 
Missouri and Southern Iowa, 
and I arrived back here at my 
little place by 6. 

Yesterday, Saturday, I got 
some things done around 
here, one being cleaning out 
the small bookcase that sits 
beside the wood stove in front 
of the window in the stove 
room. I have a whole collec-
tion of antique and vintage 
books—old readers, history 
books, etc, and I had thought, 
I just need to get rid of these 
and make room for some of 
the new ones I keep getting. 
So, I started in—turned some 
pages in one, oh, yeah, I still 
want to read this---and the 
next one—same thing, until 
I still had a stack of keepers 
plus a small pile to put on 
my bedside table. I do have 

a small sack to share with 
a young friend, should she 
want them. 

My land, the cobwebs and 
such do like to accumulate, 
don’t they? I was glad to 
spruce up that area, which 
means I can see much more 
ahead that also needs to be 
done. Ha! 

That night I made up a de-
licious pepperoni and ham 
pizza with a tasty bottled 
sauce, and a sprinkle of dried 
sweet basil leaves from my 
garden sprinkled over. Yes, it 
was very good, paired with a 
lettuce and young greens sal-
ad, with seeds, celtic sea salt, 
and olive oil over the top. 

Today has been Sunday 
School as we began a new 
study by R.C. Sproul on 
“The Holiness of God”. Our 
teacher did a good job of pre-
senting it this morning with 
the notes he provided to go 
with the first lesson. We had 
a huge class this morning 
with every chair filled and 
it was good to see. A fine 
mixture of every age group, 
which is even better to see. 
For our worship service, and 
after singing some glorifying 
hymns, Pastor Jerry, who is 
preaching through Romans, 
was in the eighth chapter 
today. Afterwards, and af-
ter chatting it up with some 
friends, I came back home 
to pizza in the toaster oven, 
and later on a good long nap. 
A good visit with one of my 
kids, too, which is always a 
blessing to this mom.

Well, that about wraps it up 
for this time, fine folks, hope 
you are all doing well and 
isn’t this just such a lovely 
fall?? Enjoy the rich bounties 
of God’s blessed goodness! 
Until next time! 

upgrading the panels through 
the Power Purchasing Agree-
ment, which would be paid off 
at a cost of $2,300 per month 
for ten years, paid out of the 
general fund. Harper stated 
that, alternatively, the district 
could pay for the entire up-
grade at once, which would 
cost $107,000. He stated that 
they had money in the bal-
ance for this, but that it would 
require amending their bud-
get, and that this option could 
be paid out of SAVE or PPEL. 

Board member Ray Fear stat-
ed it was better to pay out of 
PPEL than the general fund; 
Harper stated that, the more 
they protected the general 
fund, the better. Gilbert stated 
that SAVE and PPEL are cur-
rently healthier than the gen-
eral fund. Harper stated that, 
when they first put up the 
panels, they set aside money to 
allow them to buy the system 
outright in six or seven years. 
He stated that they had moved 
away from that plan, but still 

had $400,000 in a savings ac-
count set aside for solar. Board 
member Josh Ardent stated 
that they need to update the 
lights eventually and that, if 
they have to upgrade the pan-
els, they should do it now. The 
board approved upgrading 
the panels as a single payment 
out of PPEL and SAVE.

Dorman stated that there 
had been good gains in the 
State Performance Profiles, 
with the secondary school 
being above state averag-

es in English language arts 
proficiency, math proficien-
cy, and science proficiency 
for the first time since he’d 
been principal. He also not-
ed a growth in attendance 
and stated he wanted to tar-
get growth and Work-Based 
Learning for improvement. 
Elementary Principal Aaron 
Deutch stated that attendance 
at the elementary had jumped 
12 points and that he was also 
looking into raising growth 
scores.

PEKIN from pg. 3

SOUTH ENGLISH from pg. 2

By Jackie Perkins
Sunday, October 19, 205...

Reporting from University 
Park, Iowa. Such a busy time, 
the harvest is gearing down 
and it seems so strange to me 
as I remember my Dad still at 
it at Thanksgiving!

Today was a very enjoyable 
day as we completely ignored 
the piles and boxes and trav-
eled east to Keokuk County. 
First stop was Sigourney Cafe 
where we enjoyed breakfast at 
noon. It was the right place as 
we were able to see several folks 
we know! Cousin Rod and 
Mary Sieren were there with 
Rick and Linda Abel. Great to 
see them! We saw Nancy We-
ber as well as Andy and Gail 
and Ed and Roxanne Mos-
bey! A gentleman at the table 
across from us caught my eye 
as he was wearing a jacket with 
the Mid American Publishing 
insignia on it. I was imagin-
ing he was perhaps someone 
from the Hampton office and 
I could not help myself but 
ask if I could bother him. He 
told me that he had been in the 
marketing business in Hamp-
ton and later took on driving 
the newspapers to the towns 
weekly after their printing. 
That was an interesting con-
versation as I quickly told him 
of my experience with weekly 
papers. And that is how I met 
Red who now lives in North 
English. What fun to meet 
someone and be able to find 
something in common!

Next we attended the Open 
House at the Keokuk County 
Historical Society. They had 
a great attendance with the 
board members and volun-
teers doing a wonderful job 
showing everyone around and 
answering questions. I was 
happy to meet Toni and Dor-
an Hull as they shared their 
collection of What Cheer Pot-
tery made by Johnnie Nelson. 
Now I have met the daughter 
of Teets and Tobes. Today I 
was not familiar with this es-
tablishment in Keswick and 
only visited there once shortly 
before its closing. Keswick was 
a long ways away back then! 
Only in the last fifteen years 
or so did I even know about 
the pottery! It was so enjoyable 
and I thank all who help me 
learn about local history.

It was so good to see my 
Aunt Betty Adam this week. 
Sister Cathy and I had a great 
visit – Hi Betty!

We spent several days in Fre-
mont and they were exhaust-
ing! It was fun to have folks 
stop be and pick out some of 
my treasures to become theirs. 
Several have sent photos of 
how these items are being 
used now – what fun! Nadine 
added the pump to her gar-
den, Ann baked apples in the 
blue and white granite roaster, 
and Gail decorated her shelves 
with the flag and wooden box-
es. I hope they think of me 
through these items.

Meet the Candidates: 
Trent Forrest

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

NORTH ENGLISH – Trent 
Forrest is running for reelec-
tion to the English Valleys 
School Board. Forrest, who 
works at Iowa Elite Market-
ing and owns the Main Street 
Pub, is a lifelong resident of 
North English who graduated 
from English Valleys in 2005.

"I'm just really passionate 
about that area, North En-
glish specifically, and that 
school district. That's where I 
received my education. That's 
where my siblings received 
their education. And so it's 
very important that it gets 
taken care of and that it's there 
for generations to come," said 
Forrest.

Forrest was elected to the 
school board in 2021, running 
after hearing public concerns 
about the future of the school 
and its financial wellbeing, 
enrollment, and test scores. 
Forrest stated that the current 
board has improved the dis-
trict significantly in the past 
four years, with the school's 
financial status, school re-
port card, and test scores all 
improving significantly. The 
board also invested into the 
school's infrastructure, han-

dling maintenance that had 
been deferred for years on 
the school buildings. Forrest 
stated he wanted to continue 
working on infrastructure if 
reelected.

"I feel that we have such 
good things started, that it 
would be a disservice to step 
away now, and not see some 
of these things through," said 
Forrest.

Forrest stated that, if re-
elected, he wants to focus on 
getting the facilities to be top 
notch, with proper classrooms 
and amenities, and teachers 
having the tools they need. He 
stated that English Valleys has 
to compete with a lot of great 
nearby districts and has lost 
some kids to open enrollment. 
He stated they needed to take 
care of and invest in their fa-
cilities to make the school 
successful. Forrest, who is 38, 
stated that he is on the young-
er side, and sees the advantage 
of being progressive minded 
and looking at different tech-
nology and furnishing needs.

"Everything's for the kids. 
And I think sometimes peo-
ple lose sight of that, but we're 
there for the children and get-
ting them an education," said 
Forrest.

FAYE JONES from pg. 7

or for not having enough 
money in their bank account. 
She claimed that many ordi-
nances haven't been enforced 
in years and that some ordi-
nances are only enforced by a 
select few disliked by the city 
government. She claimed that 
money was being spent on 
unnecessary items, that tech-
nology was not being utilized, 
that growth opportunities are 
being sidelines, that resourc-
es for improvement are not 
being applied for, and that 
behind the scenes arguments 
and decisions are being hid 
from the community. Jones 
stated that she wants to begin 
livestreaming council meet-
ings, streamline ordinanc-
es, lower the cost of utilities, 
strengthen communication 
between the city government 
and the community, explore 

ways to bring new businesses 
close to town, ensure tax dol-
lars are spent wisely, ensure 
that ordinances are enforced 
legally, and make city hall 
hours convenient for working 
commuters.

"I'm a very blunt, very open, 
honest individual," Jones said. 
"It is what it is. You cannot 
please everybody all of the 
time. But if you are focused 
on doing what is right, what 
the law says that you can do, 
and treating everybody as an 
equal human being, regard-
less of what their last name is, 
you have a better opportunity 
to grow this town. Nobody 
wants to move somewhere 
that they don't feel welcome, 
or where they're not included, 
or where they're going to be 
scrutinized for what they do 
or their beliefs."
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Members of the English Valleys girls cross country team 
celebrates with their SICL championship trophy after 
winning the conference meet. Photo courtesy of English 
Valleys High School/Middle School Facebook page. 

Troy Klett (back) from Sigourney chases down a pair 
of runners during a cross country meet held Sept. 9 in 
Sigourney. Klett was able to win the SICL conference 
meet held Tuesday, Oct. 14. Photo by Mark Schafer

Addy Fineran from Sigourney bumps a ball over the net 
during an Oct. 13 match against English Valleys played in 
North English. 

Klett wins SICL cross country meet
English Valleys girls 
claims conference 
championship

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

SEARSBORO - He had 
been here before and knew 
what to expect. 

In the closing meters of the 
race the Sigourney senior, 
once again, made his attack. 
After trailing Lynville-Sully's 
Colton Alberts for most of 
the course, Troy Klett knew 
he had just one chance to 
make his move. 

The Sigourney senior knew 
that going into the small 
bend right before the finish 
line there would be an open-
ing. He took it. 

Klett mustered all the pow-
er he had left in his legs and 
was able to zoom past the 
Lynnville-Sully runner. Al-
though it was a sprint to the 
finish line, Klett was able to 

edge Alberts by almost a sec-
ond at the finish line. 

The Sigourney senior won 
the conference cross country 
meet with a time of 16:46.43, 
just ahead of Alberts who fin-
ished with a time of 16:47.89.

Overall Sigourney would 
finish third as a team with 
114 points. English Valleys 
took second in the boys team 
standings with 92 points. 
Lynnville-Sully won with 33 
points. 

Isaac Frazier of English 
Valleys was fifth overall with 
a time of 17:41.54. Will Luers 
was sixth overall with a time 
of 18:16.85. Evan Koehn was 
18th overall with a time of 
19:00.23. Dayne Render fin-
ished 28th. Drake Offerman 
was 42nd overall. Hunter Of-
ferman finished 52nd. Davis 
Burdick was 64th overall. 

Outside of Klett, the Savag-
es also featured Levi Myers 
pacing 22nd. Jordan Ander-

son finished 30th. Cole Klett 
would finish in 31st place. 
Isaac Jones finished 39th 
overall. 

The Keota boys did not 
field a full team, so they didn't 
have a team score. Chase 
Haifley led the Eagles with 
a 35th place finish. Hunter 
Grandstaff was able to finish 
38th. Luke Moeller was 45th 
overall. Will Griener would 
finish 71st. 

English Valleys girls win 
SICL title

Three runners finishing in 
the top-16 was all the consis-
tency the Bears needed. 

Tuesday afternoon the En-
glish Valleys girls cross coun-
try team won the SICL title, 
by scoring 50 points and hav-
ing all of their scoring run-
ners finish in the top-16. The 
Bears bested Lynnville-Sul-
ly by eight points. Sigour-
ney finished fourth with 84 
points. 

Anna Luers led the Bears 
with a third place time of 
20:32.65. Addison Achen-
bach was ninth overall with a 
time of 21:04. Aubrey Achen-
bach was 10th with a time 
of 21:16.81. Kaylynn Caster 
finished 12th overall in the 
race with a time of 21:34.34. 
Kailor Lown would finish 
16th overall with a time of 
22:36.28. Kaylee Frazier fin-
ished 22nd overall. 

Sigourney was led by 
Brynn Clarahan who fin-
ished fifth in the race with 
a time of 20:45.09. Addison 
Yates finished sixth overall 
with a time of 20:52.87. Ellie 
Yates was eighth with a time 
of 20:57.48. Cloee Wilson fin-
ished 18th. Kia Montgomery 
finished 58th overall. 

Both teams will run at the 
class 1A district meet on Oct. 
23 which will begin at 4 p.m. 
at Wildwood Park in Ottum-
wa.

Panthers down Columbus, 
prepare for Earlham in playoffs

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

COLUMBUS - Consistency 
in the first half helped earn 
them an undefeated regular 
season.

With the district title already 
wrapped up, and no threat of 
losing their home field advan-
tage for at least the first playoff 
game, it would have been easy 
to overlook the game on Friday 
night against Columbus. 

Instead the Panthers rolled 
into the regular season fina-
le with something to play for. 
They were able to take a 43-14 
victory home with them. 

"We came out with a sense 
of motivation to play cleaner," 
said Pekin head football coach, 
Klynt Weber. "We were able 
to score through the air and 
ground multiple times. Over-
all, we played really well on 

offense. We did have one turn-
over that I blame on myself. 
Other than a missed tackle 
or two we played a pretty sol-
id game on Friday night. Just 
a good feeling to get out and 
finish off with a win to end the 
regular season 8-0."

The Panthers struck quick-
ly in the game. They scored 
two touchdowns in the first 
quarter and added another 15 
points in the second quarter to 
retire to half with a 29-7 lead. 
Both teams scored a touch-
down in the third quarter and 
the Panthers capped off the 
game with a fourth quarter 
touchdown. 

The Panthers were able to do 
most of their damage through 
the ground as they gobbled up 
262 yards running the ball. 
Nolan Glick led the Panthers 
with 24 carries for 170 yards 

and three touchdowns. Hen-
ry Adam rushed twice for 76 
yards. Riley Smith had nine 
carries for 15 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Smith connected on seven of 
his 14 pass attempts for 132 to-
tal yards. He threw two touch-
downs and one interception. 

Alijah Brock had three re-
ceptions for 37 yards and a 
touchdown. Reed Lauderman 
caught two passes for 41 yards 
and a touchdown. Glick and 
Adam both had one catch each 
for 54 combined yards. 

Lauderman finished the 
game with 5.5 total tackles, 
leading the Panthers. William 
Daniels added five tackles. 
Landon Crow and Glick both 
had 4.5 tackles in the game. 
Henry Adam and Cal Miller 
both had 3.5 tackles each.   

"It's a good feeling to be able 
to finish undefeated," Weber 
said. "We really didn't feel a 
big monkey on our back on if 
we would stay undefeated. We 
returned a lot of guys that we 
knew we would be in position 
to go undefeated. It is a huge 
accomplishment for our team 
and especially our guys. That 
is something no one can take 
from you."

The win pushes the Panthers 
into the playoffs with an 8-0 
record, and at least one home 
playoff game. 

After the game the Panthers 
learned they would play Earl-
ham (4-4) in the first round of 
the playoffs. 

"They are a big, physical 
team," said Weber. "Their skill 
guys are pretty solid. They like 

to pack it in on offense and 
play smash mouth football. We 
are going to have to play tough 
and play for all four quarters. 
We will be ready for them."

This year Earlham has been 
a run-heavy team as they fin-
ished the regular season with 
2,003 yards on the ground and 
24 rushing touchdowns. They 
average 6.4 yards per carry. 

The Panthers finished the 
season with 1,879 rushing 
yards and 26 rushing touch-
downs. Overall they were able 
to average 7.2 yards per carry 
throughout the regular season. 

The Cardinals were able 
to pass for 347 yards and six 
touchdowns. Pekin passed 
for 1,014 yards and 15 touch-
downs. 

As for how the focus of the 
game will be, Weber wants his 
players to continue what they 
have done this year. 

"We need to stay composed 
in big moments," Weber said. 
"We have been in a handful 
of those types of situations 
and very close games the last 
few years. The big thing for 
the players is that they need 
to understand that it is a four 
quarter game. One play here 
or there won't win or lose the 
game. 

"We just need to stay com-
posed. If we get off to a great 
start then we need to build 
on that. If we get behind early 
then we just need to work to 
get better and get back into the 
game."

Kickoff for the game will be 
at 7 p.m. on Oct. 24 in Pekin.  

Pekin's Reed Lauderman hauls in a catch during a game 
against Danville played Oct. 17 in Danville. The last two 
weeks Lauderman has had a touchdown catch. Photo by 
Mark Schafer 

Bears best Sigourney, fall 
to Iowa Valley in final week
By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review 

NORTH EN-
GLISH -  All three 
sets were a battle to 
gain the slightest 
bit of control. 

Both teams split 
the opening two 
sets as English 
Valleys won the 
first set 25-23, but 
Sigourney battled 
back late to win the 
second set 26-24. 

In the second set 
the Savages had 
trailed 17-12, be-
fore they went on 
a couple of long 
service runs. The 
Savages never gave 
up and tied the sec-
ond set at 22, before 
taking a 23-22 lead. 
The Bears would 
battle back and tie 
the set at 23. They 
then took the lead at 24-23. Af-
ter a sideout by Sigourney, the 
Savages scored three of the fi-
nal four points to earn the win, 
and extend the match. 

The third set was anoth-
er battle. Sigourney led ear-
ly, pulling ahead 14-8 at one 
point. English Valleys battled 
back and would take an even-
tual 24-21 lead. Having seen 
their large lead disappear, the 
Savages battled back and took 
a 26-25 lead. The momentum 
then swung right back to the 
Bears as they recorded a kill 
for the sideout point to tie the 
set at 26. An ace gave the Bears 
the 27-26 lead. 

Sigourney then tried to set 
up their attack, but spiked a 
ball into the net to give English 
Valleys a 28-26 third set win, 
and the lead, 2-1 in the match. 

Both teams dug in once 
again to start the fourth set. 
The fourth set was tied ear-
ly at one, but English Valleys 
used their setter to pass the 
ball around and eventually the 
Bears grabbed a 17-12 lead. 

The Savages gave one more 
run at the Bears, pulling with-
in 20-18, but English Valleys 
grabbed the momentum, 
and the win, 25-19. That gave 
the Bears a 3-1 victory over 
Sigourney. 

According to the history 
page on Bound Iowa, the En-
glish Valleys volleyball win 
was the first time since Sept. 
27, 2010 that English Valleys 
had bested Sigourney in vol-
leyball. 

The Bears would conclude 
their regular season on Oct. 
23 when they fell 3-1 to Iowa 
Valley. The Bears won the first 
set 25-19. Iowa Valley won the 
second set 26-24. In the third 
set it was 25-20 to Iowa Valley. 
The Tigers won the fourth set 
25-22. 

Overall the Bears are 11-14 
on the season. 

Sigourney swept by North 
Mahaska in regular season 

finale
SIGOURNEY - It wasn't the 

senior night the Savages want-
ed. 

The Sigourney volleyball 
team concluded the regular 
season by getting swept by 
North Mahaska. The War-
hawks were able to win the first 
two sets by identical scores of 
25-18. In the third set the Sav-
ages battled back, but would 

eventually fall 25-23. It is only 
the third time all season that 
the Savages have been swept by 
a conference opponent. 

Overall the Savages stand 
at 12-9 on the season. They 
started their postseason with a 
match against EBF, which was 
played Oct. 20 in Eddyville. 
Eagles finish regular season 

with two wins
KEOTA - Going through 

the last week of the regular sea-
son the Eagles weren't afraid of 
a little adversity. 

On Oct. 13 the Eagles were 
able to win a 3-0 match over 
Lynnville-Sully. They won the 
first set 25-23, before winning 
the second set 25-21. The first 
two wins seemed to build up 
the momentum for the Ea-
gles as they were able to win 
the third set 25-13 to take the 
match. 

On Oct. 16 the Eagles played 
on the road against Belle 
Plaine. The Eagles battled 
throughout the entire match 
eventually grabbing a 3-2 vic-
tory. 

Belle Plaine won the open-
ing set, 25-14, but the Eagles 
responded with a 25-17 win 
in the second set. Belle Plaine 
answered back in the third set 
with a 27-25 win, but Keota 
battled to a 26-24 fourth set 
win. 

In the final set Keota was 
able to out pace Belle Plaine 
with a 15-10 victory to take the 
match win. 

That win moves Keota to 
10-9 overall on the season.

Pekin bests WACO in four 
sets

WAYLAND - The Panthers 
capped off the regular season 
with a four set victory over 
WACO. 

On Oct. 14 the Panthers were 
able to start the match against 
WACO with a 25-15 first set 
win. Although the Warriors 
would win the second set, 25-
17, Pekin came back to win the 
third set 25-18. In the fourth 
set the Panthers were able to 
win 25-14 in the to grab the 
victory. 

With the win the Panthers 
improve to 12-14 on the sea-
son. 

On Oct. 20 the Panthers 
started the post season with a 
match against Winfield-Mt. 
Union. 

Photos by Mark Schafer

Ava Gehrking (6) from English Val-
leys reaches to tap the ball over the 
net against Sigourney during an Oct. 
13 match played in North English. 
English Valleys won the match 3-1.
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When he needed to he 
made the final move to bring 
home the championship. 

At the South Iowa Cedar 
League cross country meet 
held last Tuesday, Sigourney 
senior Troy Klett was able to 
pass his closest competition 
in the final legs, and stride 
out to a win. Klett finished 
the 5K race with a time of 
16:46.43, just over a second 
ahead of the next closest fin-
isher. 

That not only gave Klett the 
first SICL title of his running 
career it also helped propel 

the Sigourney boys cross 
country team to a third place 
finish in the conference meet. 

Klett will now set his sights 
on a return trip to the State 
cross country meet in Fort 
Dodge. Klett, and the rest of 
the cross country runners 
will run on Oct. 23 at the 
class 1A district qualifier 
meet held in Ottumwa. 

The News-Review would 
like to congratulate Klett on 
his conference champion-
ship, and for being named 
this week's Athlete of the 
week.  

By now she is used to running 
at the front of the field. 

The third-ranked runner in 
class 1A girls continued to show 
off her skills last week as Pekin 
senior, Chloe Glosser, was able 
to win the Southeast Iowa su-
per Conference Cross Country 
meet. 

Glosser, once again, proved 
to be the fastest runner in her 
conference as she was able to 
stride her way to a win in the 
conference cross country meet. 
Glosser didn't just win, she set a 
blistering pace. 

The Pekin senior finished 

with a time of 19:36.2, which 
was more than 34 seconds fast-
er than the next closest runner. 
Her pace was unmatched from 
the starting gun to the end of 
the finish line. 

With the win Glosser will 
now start to prepare for the 
Class 1A District meet which 
will take pace this Thursday in 
Ottumwa. 

The News-Review would 
like to congratulate Glosser on 
her SEISC win, and for being 
named this week's Athlete of 
the Week. 

Troy Klett Chloe Glosser
Athletes of the Week

By Mark Schafer
Sponsored 

by

Comet free zone: Sigourney-Keota caps regular 
season with 49-0 victory over Cardinal

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

ELDON - A bit of confidence 
never hurt.

Friday night the Sigour-
ney-Keota football team 
gained more than a little con-
fidence as they start to focus 
on the post season. The con-
fidence for the Cobras came 
via a dominating 49-0 shutout 
over Cardinal to conclude the 
regular season. 

"It says a lot of our defense," 
said Sigourney-Keota head 
football coach, Jared Jensen 
about the ability to gain the 
Cobras third shutout of the 
season. "We were challenged 
in this game too, its not like 
we weren't challenged, Cardi-
nal put us in tough situations 
tonight. It takes a total team 
effort to preserve that zero on 
the scoreboard. There are still 
things we need to work on, 
but overall it is nice to get that 
shutout. I don't know if we've 
ever had three shutouts in one 
season before. It was good for 
this group. Hopefully that pro-
pels them into the playoff game 
next week."

The Cobras have shutout 
three opponents twice in recent 
history. The first time was in 
2023 when the Cobras record-
ed shutouts over Mediapolis, 
Cardinal and Colfax-Mingo, 
all three of those games were 
at home. During the 2020 sea-
son Sigourney-Keota recorded 
shutouts over Louisa-Musca-
tine, Cardinal and Pekin with 
two of those games being on 
the road. This year the Cobras 
recorded shutouts against EBF, 
Louisa-Muscatine and Cardi-
nal with the latter of those two 
coming on the road. 

Cardinal threatened twice in 
Friday night's game. The first 
time came just before halftime. 

Despite getting to the Cobra 
four yard line, the Cobras were 
able to fight off the challenge 
and eventually force a turnover 
on downs. 

Later, in the third period the 
Coments seemed destined for 
the endzone, only for the SK 
defense to sack the Cardinal 
quarterback on back-to-back 
plays, forcing another turnover 
on downs. 

"It was good to come in and 
do what we needed to do," Jen-
sen said. "Sometimes you nev-
er really know what you're go-
ing to do in these games where 
you're going to over match 
your opponent. You're never 
sure where the kids mindset 
is."

The offensive power for the 
Cobras was quick to display 
itself on Friday night. It took 
Sigourney-Keota just five plays 
to score on their opening drive 
when Ike Molyneux was able 
to run it in from one yard out. 

The Cobras would score later 
in the first quarter when Ayden 
Galindo marched across the 
goal line from two yards out. 
The first quarter scoring ended 
when Brayden Wood rushed it 
across the goal line from five 
yards out. 

A 21-0 lead after the first 
quarter was just the start. 

Blake Baker scored off a 44-
yard touchdown run to start 
the second quarter. That was 
followed by Galindo rushing 
in from 63-yards out to give 
the Cobras a 35-0 lead at half-
time. 

Jacob Libe scored off a 14-
yard run and Chase Clarahan 
threw a six-yard pass to Hunter 
Sellers late in the third quarter 
to cap off the scoring. 

"What we do this week 
builds into how we approach 
next week," Jensen said. "So we 

were very busy on not just pre-
paring for Cardinal, but also 
preparing for the next week. 
Like I told the guys, the time is 
now, we have to stay locked in 
the whole game even when we 
knew that we were the better 
team."

With the win, the Cobras 
move to 4-4 on the season and 
they officially locked them-
selves into the playoffs and a 
second place finish in their 
district. 

That gives the Cobras a 
home playoff game later this 
week. 

Saturday morning, the Co-
bras were able to learn who 
their playoff opponent will be. 
They drew Interstate 35 (5-3) 
for the first round of the play-
offs. 

"We need to focus on doing 
our jobs and staying consistent 
in what we do," Jensen said. 
"We started to get a lot more 
consistent throughout the sea-
son. There are still plays here 
and there that we didn't exe-
cute here and there. Next week, 
we just have to focus on being 
more consistent in what we do 
and how we do it."

Both teams are primarily 
running teams. The Cobras 
enter the game with 1,847 
rushing yards on the season, 
averaging 6.2 yards per carry. 
Interstate 35 has gained 1,773 
yards rushing this year with a 
5.7 average yard per carry. 

The Roadrunners have 
thrown for 482 yards this 
season. Sigourney-Keota has 
thrown for 440 yards this year. 

For the Cobras, they enter 
the playoffs trying to move on 
from last year, when they were 
upset in the first round of the 
playoffs.  

"Last year isn't going to hurt 
us any. They were all there and 
saw when a four seeded team 
came in and took us out," Jen-
sen said about last year when 
the Cobras were upset by West 
Branch. "We are in a situation 
where we can't let that happen 
to us again. That's just the real-
ity of the situation. We have to 
go out and go win, because we 
are expected to."

The playoffs will begin on 
Friday night at 7 p.m. when the 
game kicks off. This is the first 
time in recent football history 
that I35 and Sigourney-Keota 
have played each other. 

Brayden Wood led the pass-
ing attack for the Cobras com-
pleting one of two passes for 
32 yards. Clarahan completed 
his only pass of the night for a 
6-yard touchdown. Jacob Libe 
completed two of his three 
passes for 46 yards. 

Ayden Galindo led the rush-
ing attack with three rushes 
for 68 yards and two scores. 
Molyneux rushed three times 
for 63 yards and a touchdown. 
Landon Conrad had six rush-
es for 53 yards. Baker rushed 
three times for 59 yards. Wood 
picked up 41 yards on four 
rushes. Carson O'Rourke had 
two rushes for 42 yards. 

Hunter Sellers had two 
catches for 24 yards. O'Rourke 
and John Berg both had one 
catch each. 

Chase Clarahan led the Co-
bras with six tackles including 
2.5 sacks. Berg had 5.5 tackles 
on the night. Libe finished 
with 4.5 tackles and Owen 
Menke delivered four tackles 
in the win. 

Berg had two interceptions. 
The Comets were limited to 

just 125 yards of total offense. 

Brayden Wood (16) from Sigourney-Keota fights through 
an arm tackle attempt by a Cardinal defender during a 
play in the first half of the Oct. 17 game played in Eldon. 

Sigourney-Keota's Landon Conrad (14) breaks free from 
a Cardinal defender during an Oct. 17 game played in El-
don. Conrad rushed for 53 yards. 

Senior quarterback Drew Fisher rushes down field for a 
gain during a Sept. 12 football game against Winfield-Mt. 
Union. Fisher threw for 79 yards and three touchdowns, 
while also rushing for 50 yards and two touchdowns in 
an 80-20 victory. Photo by Mark Schafer

Bears maul Warriors in 
regular season finale

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

NORTH ENGLISH - It may 
have been their last game of 
the regular season, but by al-
most any account, it was one of 
their best. 

Although the ability to get 
into the playoffs was com-
pletely out of their control, the 
English Valleys football team 
made sure to leave a lasting 
impression. Friday night the 
Bears gained over 400 yards 
of offense as they were able 
to grab an 80-20 victory over 
Meskwaki Settlement. 

The 80 points scored by the 
Bears is the most points they 
have scored all season (topping 
their previous best of 60 set in 
week 5). The 60-point margin 
of victory is the biggest the 
Bears have had this season. 

As a football team the En-
glish Valleys team hasn't 
scored 80 points in a game 
since Sept. 21, 2018 when they 
bested Montezuma 80-46. 

The Bears were on a rushing 
attack all throughout the game 
on Friday night as they picked 
up 372 rushing yards. Braydon 
Anderson led the rushing at-

tack with two carries for 81 
yards and two scores. Drew 
Fisher rushed for 50 yards and 
two scores. 

Roejert Patterson hadded 25 
yards and a touchdown. Jack 
Osborn had one rush for 72 
yards, which was a touchdown. 
Damien Tillery Meiborg had a 
four yard touchdown rush. 

Everett Bender caught two 
passes for 54 yards and a 
touchdown. Christian Tripses 
and Kane Axmear both caught 
a pass each for a touchdown. 

Fisher completed four of his 
five passes for 79 total yards. 

Osborn led the defense for 
the Bears with 4.5 total tack-
les in the game. Owen Mather 
had 3.5 total tackles. Patterson 
and William McPherson both 
finished with three tackles 
each. Cael Grove and Hunter 
Offerman had 2.5 tackles each. 

Mather had one fumble re-
covery. Bender, Tripses and 
Osborn all had one intercep-
tion each. 

Because the Bears missed 
the playoffs they have the op-
portunity to play a week nine 
game, if they are able to find an 
opponent. 

Glosser dominates 
SEISC race

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

KALONA - There's fast 
and then there's whatever 
Chloe Glosser was able to do 
last Tuesday. 

At the Southeast Iowa Su-
per Conference cross coun-
try meet hosted by Hillcrest 
Academy, Pekin senior 
Chloe Glosser seemed to 
be in a completely different 
zip code than the rest of the 
other runners. 

Although the time that 
Glosser turned in at the con-
ference meet isn't the fastest 
she has ever run, it was still 
plenty fast enough. 

The senior pulled away 
from the pack early in the 
race and seemed to only 
gain speed throughout the 
course. By the time Glosser 
snaked her way through the 
5K course, Glosser had been 
running for 19 minutes, 
36.2 seconds. Not only did 
that give her the win, she 
finished with enough time 
to seemingly do her home-
work by the time the sec-
ond-place finisher crossed 
the line. 

After more than 36 sec-
onds, WACO's Josie Dyks-
tra was able to cross the line 
for the second place finish. 
Her time of 20:10.5 was well 
behind Glosser's. 

Pekin teammate Abby 
Guise finished with a time 
of 23:11.7. That placed her 

22nd overall. Maddy Pe-
trehn was 27th overall 
with a time of 23:48. Callie 
Deutschle was 31st. Cam-
bree Earnest finished in 
33rd. Harper Guise placed 
35th, while Hailey Pedrick 
finished 36th. 

Overall, the Pekin girls 
finished with 83 points to 
finish third in the meet. Van 
Buren County won the meet 
with 59 points. 

In the boys race the Pan-
thers would place sixth 
overall with a team score of 
143. WACO won the meet 
with 73 points. 

Leading the way for the 
Pekin boys was Cole Mil-
likin, who finished fifth 
with a time of 17:33.5. Lane 
Farriss was 10th with a time 
of 17:47.4. Mason Dahl-
strom would finish 22nd in 
the race with a time of 18:34. 
Brody Sobaski finished 
48th. Landon Fariss was 
able to finish 58th. Clayton 
Harvey placed 66th overall 
and Hayden Miller would 
finish 70th. 

The next meet for both 
Pekin teams will be the class 
1A district meet which they 
are hosting, but the site will 
be in Ottumwa at Wild-
wood Park. The meet begins 
at 4 p.m. on Oct. 23 and will 
qualify runners for the State 
cross country meet to be 
held Nov. 1 in Fort Dodge. 
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COURT RECORDS

PROPERTY TRANSFERS
Oct. 6th
Warranty Deed; Jacob Butler, 

Jaclyn Butler to Nathan Stoutner, 
Brooke Stoutner; KEOTA ORIGI-
NAL PLAT KEOTA Lot: 01 Block: 
07, KEOTA ORIGINAL PLAT KE-
OTA Lot: 02 Block: 07.

Court Officer Deed; Larry Dean 
Sea Estate, Carol Sea Administra-
tor, Caroline Pauline Sea Adminis-
tratior. PT HEDRICK ORIGINAL 
PLAT HEDRICK Lot: 07 Block: 
36, HEDRICK ORIGINAL PLAT 
HEDRICK Lot: 01 Block: 36.

Warranty Deed; Carol Pauline 
Sea to Alexandria R. Crawford; 
PT HEDRICK ORIGINAL PLAT 
HEDRICK Lot: 07 Block: 36, HED-
RICK ORIGINAL PLAT HEDRICK 
Lot: 01 Block: 36.

Oct. 7th
Court Officer Deed; Maryetta 

E. Snakenberg Estate, Marnita S. 
Beal Executor to Marinta S. Beal, 
Lawrence J. Snakenberg, Nich-
olas R. Snakenberg; NE SE 28-
76-11, SE SE 28-76-11, NW SE 
29-76-11, SW SE 29-76-11, PT NE 
SW 29-76-11, SE SW 29-76-11, 
NW NE 32-76-11. 

Warranty Deed; Nicholas R. 
Snakenberg, Nicholas Snaken-
berg to Ronald J. Snakenberg, 
Wesley J. Snakenberg, Angela R. 
Snakenberg, Tyler J. Snakenberg, 
Amanda L. Snakenberg; 

1/3 INTEREST TO RONALD, 
1/3 INTEREST TO WESLEY AND 
ANGELA, 1/3 INTEREST TO TY-
LER AND AMANDA, NE SE 28-
76-11, SE SE 28-76-11, NW NE 
32-76-11.

Warranty Deed; Lawrence J. 
Snakenberg, Janice Kae Snaken-
berg, Janice K. Snakenberg to 
Ronald J. Snakenberg, Wesley J. 
Snakenberg, Angela R. Snaken-
berg, Tyler J. Snakenberg, Aman-
da L. Snakenberg; 1/3 INTEREST 

TO RONALD, 1/3 INTEREST TO 
WESLEY AND ANGELA, 1/3 IN-
TEREST TO TYLER AND AMAN-
DA, NE SE 28-76-11, SE SE 28-
76-11,NW NE 32-76-11.

Warranty Deed; Marnita S. 
Beal to Ronald J. Snakenberg, 
Wesley J. Snakenberg, Angela 
R. Snakenberg, Tyler J. Snaken-
berg, Amanda L. Snakenberg;1/3 
INTEREST TO RONALD, 1/3 IN-
TEREST TO WESLEY AND AN-
GELA, 1/3 INTEREST TO TYLER 
AND AMANDA, NE SE 28-76-11, 
SE SE 28-76-11, NW NE 32-76-11.

Warranty Deed; Patrick J. 
Hammes, Merry M. Hammes to 
Patrick J. Hammes, Merry Mel-
odye Hammes; DELTA REEDS 
ADDITION Lot: 01 Block: 02, 
DELTA REEDS ADDITION Lot: 
02 Block: 02, DELTA REEDS AD-
DITION Lot: 05 Block: 02, DELTA 
REEDS ADDITION Lot: 06 Block: 
02, DELTA REEDS ADDITION 
Lot: 07 Block: 02, DELTA REEDS 
ADDITION Lot: 08 Block: 02, PT 
ALLEY DELTA REEDS ADDI-
TION Block: 02.

Oct. 8th
Warranty Deed; Chad Mitchell 

to Jane Caltrider; DELTA VER-
NONS ADDITION Lot: 11 Block: 
02, DELTA VERNONS ADDITION 
Lot: 12 Block: 02, SECOND ST 
PT DELTA VERNONS ADDITION 
Block: 02. 

Warranty Deed; Dustin 
K. MacDonald, Melissa L. Mac-

Donald to William D. Bender Revo-
cable Trust, Joyce E. Bender Re-
vocable Trust, William and Joyce 
Bender Revocable Trust, Willaims 
D. Bender Co Trustee, Joyce E. 
Bender Co Trustee; SIGOURNEY 
BRAYS ADDITION Lot: 06 Block: 
04, SIGOURNEY BRAYS ADDI-
TION Lot: 07 Block: 04.

Survivor Spouse; Gertrude S. 

Kneeskern Deceased to Wayne 
D. Kneeskern; PT Lot: 13 SW NE 
27-74-10, PLAT B2 P145.

Warranty Deed; Wayne D. 
Kneeskern to Constance R. Sny-
der; PT Lot: 13 SW NE 27-74-10, 
PLAT B2 P145.

Change of Title; Crystal Gal-
lentine, Crystal R. Gallentine to 
Crystal Renee Hohenshell; PT 
FUHRMASTERS SURVEY Lot: 
13 NE NW 31-77-11, PT FUHR-
MASTERS SURVEY Lot: 13 NW 
NW 31-77-11, PT FUHRMAS-
TERS SURVEY Lot: 16 NE NW 
31-77-11, PT FUHRMASTERS 
SURVEY Lot: 16 NW NW 31-77-
11, FUHRMASTERS SURVEY 
Lot: 14 NE NW 31-77-11, FUHR-
MASTERS SURVEY Lot: 14 NW 
NW 31-77-11, FUHRMASTERS 
SURVEY Lot: 15 NE NW 31-77-11, 
FUHRMASTERS SURVEY Lot: 
15 NW NW 31-77-11, PT FUHR-
MASTERS SURVEY Lot: 32 NE 
NW 31-77-11, PT FUHRMAS-
TERS SURVEY Lot: 32 NW NW 
31-77-11. EXCEPT WARRANTY 
DEED B78 P357.

Oct. 9th
Special Warranty Deed; Blaine 

R. Gretter, Blaine Gretter, Callie 
Gretter, Callie M. Gretter to Blaine 
R. Gretter Turstee, Blaine R. Gret-
ter Revocable Trust; PT SE SW 
29-76-10, PT SW SW 29-76-10.

Oct. 10th
Real Estate Contracts; I A T 

111 LLC to Christopher Ehret; PT 
HEDRICK ORIGINAL PLAT HE-
DRICK Lot: 01 Block: 12. 

Deed Quit Claim; Brett Besser 
Family Trust, Susan Besser Fam-
ily Trust, Susan and Brett Besser 
Family Trust, Brett W. Besser Co. 
Trustee, Susan K. Besser Co. 
Trustee to Travis Baumert; SE SW 
31-76-13 Parcel: AUD PAR A. 

Civil
Oct. 10th
Defendant Chad Michael Kin-

dred; Plaintiff Capital One, NA; 
Order for Judgment.

Oct. 13th
Defendants Daniel Joseph 

Brubaker, Dan Brubaker Tucking, 
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty 
Insurance, Grinnell Mutual Rein-
surance Company, Grinnell Select 
Insurance Company; Plaintiff Amy 
C. O’Rourke, Mark E. Orourke; 
Petition Filed.

Criminal
Oct. 10th
Defendant Harold Lucas Meyer; 

Plaintiff State of Iowa; Order of Ar-

raignment.
Oct. 13th
Defendant Vance Edward El-

lis; Payee Keokuk County; Payor 
Megan Jo. Wickenkamp; Plaintiff 
State of Iowa; Criminal Complaint.

Oct. 14th
Defendant Vance Edward El-

lis; Payee Keokuk County; Payor 
Megan Jo. Wickenkamp; Plaintiff 
State of Iowa; Arrest Warrant.

Oct. 15th
Defendant David Alan Heady 

Jr.; Payee Keokuk County, Plaintiff 
State of Iowa; Order of Disposition.

Oct. 16th
Defendant Travis Wayne Eh-

rman; Payee Keokuk County; 

Plaintiff State of Iowa; Written Plea 
of Guilty.

Domestic
Oct. 14th
Defendant Kandice Jo Williams; 

Plaintiff Justin Ryan Ingle, Defen-
dant Justin Ryan Ingle, Petitioner 
Kandice Jo Williams; Petition 
Filed.

Small Claims
Oct. 10th
Defendants Jessica Diane Her-

vey, Trenten Lee Hervey; Plaintiff 
Hauge Associates Inc; Small 
Claims Original Notice. 

Oct. 13th
Defendant David John Kop-

sieker; Plaintiff CKS Prime Invest-

ments, LLC; Judgment Default.
Defendant Ashely D. Bishop; 

Plaintiff Hauge Associates Inc; 
Dismissed w/o Prejudice.

Defendant Nicole Leah Sand-
ers; Plaintiff Kenneth Scott Wagler; 
Order for Judgment.

Oct. 14th
Defendant Ashley Emanuel, 

Plaintiff Portfolio Recovery Asso-
ciates, LLC; Dismissed w/o Prej-
udice.

Defendant Joshua Ryan Aller; 
Plaintiff Hauge Associates Inc; 
Dismissed w/o Prejudice.

Scheduled Traffic
Oct 10th
Defendant Tilok Elimelok Jeri-

ong; Dark Window or Windshield.
Oct. 11th
Defendant Waylon William 

Pierce; Speeding 55 or Under 
Zone (1-5 Over).

Oct. 12th
Defendant Michael Francis 

Lindquist; Failure to Provide Proof 
of Financial Liability.

Defendant Michael Francis 
Lindquist; Speeding 55 or Under 

Zone (1-5 Over).
Defendant Tori Jo Kruse; 

Speeding 55 or Under Zone (11-15 
Over).

Defendant Jill Amber Winn; Fail-
ure to Yield Half of Roadway.

Defendant Thursby Anne Bar-
wick; Speeding 55 or Under Zone 
(6-10 Over).

Defendant Christopher Wayne 
Parrish; Speeding 55 or Under 
Zone (6-10 Over).

Oct. 13th
Defendant Johnathon William 

Draker; No Valid Drivers License.
Defendant Brian Edward Wid-

mer; Speeding 55 or Under Zone 
(6-10 Over).

Defendant Travis Raymond Wil-
cox; Speeding 55 or Under Zone 
(6-10 Over).

Defendant Chad M. Bevel; 
Speeding 55 or Under Zone (6-10 
Over).

Oct. 14th
Defendant Gary D. Smith; Oper-

ating Non-Registered Vehicle.
Defendant Marie Lissa Jackson; 

Failure to Provide Proof of Finan-

cial Liability.
Defendant Jared Anthony 

Brown; Speeding 55 or Under 
Zone (6-10 Over).

Defendant Ricardo Juan Felipe; 
Speeding 55 or Under Zone (1-5 
Over).

Defendant Dale Dennis De So-
tel; Dark Window or Windshield.

Oct. 15th
Defendant Ashley Dawn Craff; 

Speeding 55 or Under Zone (11-15 
Over).

Defendant Justin Dwight Cope-
land; Speeding 55 or Under Zone 
(11- 15 Over).

Oct. 16th
Defendant Chase P. Elder; 

Speeding 55 or Under Zone (6-10 
Over).

Defendant Donald S. McAd-
ams; Dark Window or Windshield.

Defendant Robert Glen Jackley; 
Speeding 55 or Under Zone (1-5 
Over). 

Defendant Brenda Corona Pat-
lan; Speeding 55 or Under Zone 
(11-15 Over).
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In this issue

Keokuk County 
Farmers Market

W e d n e s d a y s 
June-October 4-7 
p.m. on the Sigourney 
Square

 -------------------------Knights of Colum-bus Fish Fry
Friday, August 5, 5 - 7 

p.m. KC Hall - Harper
 -------------------------Mahaska County Conservation
Back to School Nature 

Retreat for Teachers 
Wednesday, August 10, 
2022 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. En-
vironmental Learning 
Center Sign up by July 
29th!

Canoeing Lessons 
Thursday August 11 
6:30-8 p.m. Russell 
Wildlife Area 2254 
200th St New Sharon

Registration needed
 -------------------------Coffee Club at the ELC
Friday, August 12 

9 - 10 a.m. at the En-
vironmental Learning 
Center

 -------------------------O.W.L.S. Lunch 
and Learn

“Nelson Pioneer 
Farm” at the Environ-
mental Learning Cen-
ter

Friday, August 19 11 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Registration Needed
 -------------------------Canoe and Kay-

ak Float on Des 
Moines River

Saturday, August 20 
Launch site at Eveland 
Access

Registration Needed.
 -------------------------Disc Golf 101
Friday, August 26 6 

- 7:30 p.m. at Caldwell 
Park behind the ELC.

Registration Needed
 -------------------------EV History Center
Sunday, August 28, 

2 p.m. Iowa Civil War 
Images with Michael 
Huston

 -------------------------Wilson Memorial Library
Mondays 10-6pm 

Tuesdays 10-4 pm
Wednesday and 

Thursdays 10-5pm
Fridays Closed
Saturdays 8-12.
 -------------------------Richland Public 

Library
Hours- Tuesday 1-5 

p.m.reserved for at 
risk patrons with ap-
pointments, Wednes-
day-Thursday 2:30-6:30 
p.m., Friday 12-5 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Masks Required. For 
more information call 
the library at 319-456-
6541.

CALENDAR
Community

$125

Farmers Coop/Vision Ag Visit your friendly Co-opVisit your friendly Co-op 
641-636-3748 or 641-636-3439

MEMORIES OF A FORMER KID • 4

The 2022 Best of the Best 
show was held on July 30, 
2022 in Marengo, Iowa. The 
Grand Champions from 
13 Eastern Iowa Counties 
competed for the Best of the 
Best Championship from 
Benton, Buchanan, Cedar, 
Clinton, Delaware, Dubuque, 
Iowa, Jones, Keokuk, Linn, 
Poweshiek, Scott and Tama 
County for breeding and 
market cattle, sheep, meat 

goat and swine and show-
manship. Those representing 
Keokuk County at the 2022 
Best of the Best were: Addy 
Baumert for Breeding Beef; 
Izzy Heisdorffer for Breed-
ing Meat Goat Doe, Breed-
ing Lamb, and Market Meat 
Goat; Adalynne Tremmel 
for Market Lamb; Conner 
S. Reed for Market Hog and 
Breeding Gilt and Hunter 
Sieren for Market Beef.

Addy Baumert, Lafayette Feeders 4-H/Sigourney FFA and representing Keokuk County in Breeding Beef. Addy Baumert won Grand Champion Breeding Heifer at the 2022 Best of The Best show and will compete at the 2022 All Iowa Showdown on August 7 in Oskaloosa.

Adalynne Tremmel, Riverside 4-H and representing Keokuk County in the Market Lamb at the 2022 Best of the Best. Adalynne Tremmel won Showmanship for Market Lamb at the 2022 Best of the Best show.

Conner S. Reed, Patriotic Panthers 4-H and representing Keokuk Coun-ty in Market Hog and Breeding Gilt Divisions. Conner S. Reed won Re-serve Grand Champion Market Hog at the 2022 Best of the Best show.

Local 4H'ers Participate 
in Best of the Best Show

North English 
Celebrates 
Fun Days

By Casey Jarmes | 
News-Review

NORTH ENGLISH — 
The community of North 
English celebrated their 
annual Fun Days this 
weekend. The festivities 
began Friday evening with 
a Fun Run and Family 
Movie Night. The corner-
stone of the celebration 
was a parade down Main 
Street on Saturday, the 
30th, sponsored by the 
North English Fire De-
partment. The parade was 
started by a recital of the 
“The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” by local veterans. Af-
terwards, first responders 
from North English and 
other nearby communities 
drove through the town, 

waving and throwing can-
dy to cheering children 
in the crowd. The first re-
sponders were followed by 
townsfolk riding in golf 
carts, trailers, classic cars, 
tractors, and on horse-
back. Afterwards, the 
crowd moved to the City 
Park, where they could 
find food trucks, a concert 
by HeartStrings fiddlers, 
bouncy houses, face paint-
ing, a dummy board tour-
nament, hatchet throwing, 
a pony-go-round, a flower 
and pie auction, and more. 
The day concluded with 
fireworks. The weekend 
was capped off on Sun-
day, with brunch at the 
Community Center and 
a church service at City 
Park.

Local veterans began 
the parade by singing 
the national anthem

Wellman Volunteer 
Fire Department

Horseriders in 
the parade

Performance by 
HeartStrings Fid-
dlers

Pony-go-round

North English Fire Department

Photos by Casey Jarmes
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Keokuk Co BOS • Minutes and Claims 10.6.2025

KEOKUK COUNTY BOARD 
PROCEEDINGS

OCTOBER 6, 2025
The Keokuk County Board of Su-

pervisors met in regular session, 
Monday, October 6, 2025, in the 
Board Room of the Courthouse. 
Present were Michael C. Hadley, 
Daryl Wood, Kevin Weber and 
Christy Bates, County Auditor. 
Weber moved, Wood seconded 

to approve the agenda as submit-
ted. All ayes and motion carried. 
Also present was Casey Jarmes, 
News-Review.
Wood moved, Weber seconded to 

approve the minutes of September 
29, 2025 as submitted. All ayes and 
motion carried. 
Meeting was not held with Engi-

neer McGuire regarding the Ke-
okuk County Highway Department 
due to his presence being need-
ed in Mahaska County, although 
he sent a text message to Deke 
Wood regarding the update re-
garding FY26 equipment acquisi-
tion – DERA Grant / IVRM Grant 
was held. Deke shared information 
of Altorfer’s quote for the excavator 
mulcher, forestry head, Helac swiv-
el and bucket came to the price of 
$364,235. The DERA grant pays 
$129,500 or 35%, whichever is 
less.
Mike Bishop, Atwood Electric, 

stopped in to discuss a time to 
schedule with Kohler for start-up 
testing of the new generator and 
October 17, 2025 was decided 
upon. The old generator will pow-
er the Courthouse technology side 

of things, but power will be flash-
ing on and off due to load testing. 
The Board of Supervisors felt it 
would be in the best interest of all 
involved to have Courthouse em-
ployees close out of all applica-
tions at 3:00 p.m. and be out of the 
building thereafter to allow start up 
testing without individuals present. 
Discussed was to follow the same 
process when removing the old 
generator at a later date as well.
Weber moved, Wood seconded 

approval of October 7, 2026 claims 
listing as submitted. All ayes and 
motion carried. 

CLAIM DATE: October 6, 2025
3SI SECURITY SYS............600.00
A&J EXCAVATION......... 29,060.20
AHLERS & COONEY..........800.00
ALLIANT ENERGY........... 7,044.78
ALTORFER MACHINERY...699.30
AMAZON CAPITAL SERV..554.06
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY........... 	
............................................ 742.43

BAILEY OFFICE..................882.27
BC INVESTMENTS.............600.00
BOND, RICHARD..................36.53
BUS RADIO SALES/SERV... 97.32
C J COOPER & ASSOC........70.00
CDW GOVERNMENT.........422.73
CHARM-TEX....................... 510.08
CITY OF WHAT CHEER..... 191.85
CLUBB, BONNIE...................50.96
COX SANITATION & REC.............. 	
......................................... 7,035.10

DELTA, CITY OF..............2,689.59
DESIGN HOUSE PLUS.......185.00
DOBBINS, ALLEN.................50.00
DOUDS STONE..............88,211.99
DUMONT, CARLA.................50.00
DUMONT, JOHN...................50.00

ELLIOTT BULK SERV......2,634.86
ELLIOTT OIL CO............ 19,812.61
FARMERS COOP ASSOC...642.50
FORTNEY, RICHARD.........245.00
FOUNTAIN FITNESS.......1,000.00
FRANK DUNN CO...............840.00
GIBSON, CITY OF........... 1,123.02
GLAXOSMITHKLINE PHARM....... 	
.........................................2,820.83

GOV'T FORMS & SUPPLIES......... 	
............................................216.00

GREENLEYS CORP...........124.68
H & M FARM & HOME......... 121.85
HELMUTH, ALLIE................ 119.60
HERMAN, MICHELLE...........38.86
I M W C A..........................3,260.00
IA ASSOC OF CO MED EXAM...... 	
......................................... 1,175.00

IA COMM ASSURANCE POOL..... 	
.............................................. 91.00

IA DEPT PUB SAFETY.... 5,112.00
IDEAL READY MIX............. 410.00
INSIGHT PUB SECTOR ..... 116.28
IA DEPT OF NAT RESOURCES.... 	
............................................850.00

IA HEALTH CARE ASSOC....35.00
IA SEC OF STATE.................30.00
I STATE MED EXAMINER............. 	
.........................................2,062.00

ISAC GROUP UNEMPLOY............ 	
......................................... 1,912.67

KEOKUK CO EXT OFC.......225.00
KEOKUK CO HWY DEPT...164.36
KEOKUK CO REC................... 2.17
KESWICK, CITY OF......... 3,172.85
KINETIC EDGE PHY THERAPY... 	
............................................450.00

KINROSS, CITY OF............ 407.80
KLEIN, DAVID........................50.00
LIGHTEDGE SOLUTIONS............. 	
.........................................5,093.29

MAHASKA CO ENVIRON.............. 	

.........................................3,975.00
MANATT'S INC.................1,288.50
MAREK SIEREN, MACY.....600.00
MARTINSBURG, CITY OF............. 	
.......................................... 1,181.11

MESSERSCHMITT, LAVADA........ 	
..............................................78.00

MID-AMERICA PUB CO.....364.78
MID-AMERICAN RESEARCH....... 	
......................................... 1,033.41

MMIT.................................... 153.16
MOD COOP TELEPHONE...349.80
MUSCO CORP....................531.04
NAT'L ASSOC OF CO(NACo)........ 	
............................................450.00

NET2PHONE....................2,276.64
NETSMART TECH...........1,868.46
NEXTRAN TRUCK CTRS.............. 	
.....................................298,591.57

OLLIE, CITY OF...............1,453.08
QUILL...................................265.20
RIVER PRODUCTS CO................. 	
.......................................24,209.93

SANITY SOLUTIONS.....25,602.68
SCHNEIDER GEOSPATIAL........... 	
.......................................13,032.00

SCHROEDER FRAME/ALIGN....... 	
............................................391.28

SELERIX SYS...................2,700.00
SHETTLER MEDIA ............100.00
SIEREN, SUSAN J..............144.00
SIGOURNEY LUMBER....... 253.14
SIGOURNEY TURBO WASH........ 	
............................................600.00

SIGOURNEY, CITY OF....... 877.22
SINCLAIR NAPA................... 25.72
SINCLAIR TRACTOR.........536.64
SMELTZER, ROBYN........... 113.00
SMITH, TOMMY....................36.30
SPEER FINANICAL.............375.00
STEWART'S AUTO SERV....85.26
STROBELS INC...................424.68

T I P REC............................. 181.45
THE COUNTRY JUNCTION.......... 	
............................................126.45

TIFCO INDUSTRIES...........884.42
TRUCK CENTER.................562.44
TUSING, STEPHANIE......... 151.84
TYLER TECH................. 39,348.83
US CELLULAR......................43.53
VAN DIEST SUPPLY CO................ 	
.......................................17,068.00

VERIZON WIRELESS.........492.22
VISA (SEC RD)....................640.68
VISA (ASSESSOR).............823.92
VISA (CRTHSE)...................373.20
VISA (IT)................................13.54
VISA (JAIL)............................52.67
VISA (KC EM MGMT)..........144.44
VISA (REC)............................ 77.33
WASHINGTON CO TREAS........... 	
......................................... 8,780.71

WATSON, DAN...................... 67.08
WEBSTER, CITY OF...........569.49
WEX BANK..........................102.77
WHITEHURST, JERRY......... 37.67
WINDSTREAM.................... 413.92
WOOD, DARYL K..................99.00
TOTAL.........................$650,015.62
Wood moved, Weber second-

ed approval of resolution regard-
ing employment of Misty White 
as part-time Assistant County At-
torney as submitted. All ayes and 
motion carried. Part-time employ-
ment is to serve an estimated eight 
hours per week, at an annual sala-
ry of $25,500, to be effective Octo-
ber 13, 2025. 
Weber moved, Wood second-

ed approval of personnel report 
for Aaron Kephart, full-time Rang-
er-Maintenance, Conservation De-
partment as submitted. All ayes 

and motion carried. Date of hire 
was October 1, 2025 at an annual 
salary of $70,000. 
Various Board and Committee 

reports were not held due to no 
scheduled meetings last week. 
Discussion of old/new business 

and public comment was held earli-
er in the meeting regarding the new 
generator. 
Met with Zachary Nelson regard-

ing Homebase Iowa initiative pre-
sentation. Also present were Mi-
chelle Herman, VA/GA Director; 
Gary Iosbaker and Holly Ellis, Ke-
okuk County Economic Develop-
ment representatives. Zachary in-
formed Governor Branstad created 
the Homebase Iowa program in 
2014 with incentives for veterans to 
come and stay in Iowa. All agreed 
this would have a positive impact 
on communities within Keokuk 
County and plan to investigate said 
matter further. 
On vote and motion Hadley ad-

journed the meeting at 10:45 a.m.
The above and foregoing informa-

tion is a summary of the minutes 
taken at the above indicated meet-
ing. The full and complete set of 
minutes is available at the Keokuk 
County Auditor’s Office and www.
keokukcounty.iowa.gov.
Approved _
Disapproved _
Michael C. Hadley, Daryl Wood, 

Kevin Weber
Published in The News-Review on 

October 22, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Keota CSD • Claims 10.13.2025

KEOTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL
10/13/2025 10:02 AM

Vendor Totals Report by Vendor
09/12/2025 - 10/09/2025

Beginning Date 09/12/2025; 
Ending Date 10/09/2025

Vendor Name, Description, Total
AAA MECHANICAL CONTRAC-
TORS, IN, PREVENT MAINT./
RTU REPAIR................... 6,158.00

ALL AMERICAN PEST CON-
TRAL, PEST CONTROL.... 410.00

ALLIANT ENERGY COMPANY, 
ELECTRICITY.................9,387.56

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES, 
INC, SUPPLIES - SCHRADER/
MILLEDGE......................4,872.70

ANDERSON ERICKSON DAIRY, 
PURCHASED FOOD......1,693.64

BELLE PLAINE COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL, ATHLETIC FEES......... 	
..............................................25.00

BERMEL, JEFF, OFFICIAL............ 	
............................................150.00

BGM ATHLETICS, SICL LEADER-
SHIP CONFERENCE...........48.00

BROOKLYN HARDWARE, CUS-
TODIAL SUPPLIES............ 887.51

BSN SPORTS, YOUTH VB CAMP 
T-SHIRTS........................1,604.08

BURT, ERIC, VOLLEYBALL 
HIGHLIGHT VIDEO...........350.00

CALDWELL, KEVIN, OFFICIAL..... 	
............................................440.00

CAPPER AUTO CENTER INC., 
SERVICE ON VAN............. 135.15

CARL'S PLACE, GOLF SIMULA-
TOR.................................2,999.00

CDW GOVERNMENT, INC., 
TECHNOLOGY PARTS..... 297.90

CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING, 
CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES............... 	

.........................................8,373.24
CHRIS GRABRIAN, ACTUARIAL 
SERVICE............................875.00

CITY OF KEOTA, WATER/GAR-
BAGE..................................525.47

CLAYTON RIDGE COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, OE SP ED 
TUITION - 3 STUDENTS LEVEL 
I...........................................321.84

CLOUDBURST 9, FIBER INTER-
NET.....................................309.99

CLUBB, CATHY, LUNCH MONEY 
REFUND.................................6.65

COUNTY LINE MART, LLC, SUP-
PLIES FOR CONCESSIONS 
STAND/FFA........................290.48

COX SANITATION & RECYCLING, 
IN, GARBAGE COLLECTION...... 	
............................................498.75

CUSTOM IMPRESSIONS, FFA 
AWARD................................10.00

DEMCO, LIBRARY SUPPLIES...... 	
..............................................92.21

DERLEIN SCALE, INC., WRES-
TLING SCALE SERVICE...100.00

DISCOUNT SCHOOL SUPPLY, 
ELEM INSTRUCTIONAL SUP-
PLIES.................................,395.05

ECA SCIENCE KIT SERVICES, 
READY TO TEACH SCIENCE 
KITS...............................18,534.88

EDWARDS, JANE, REIMB DRA-
MA SUPPLIES..................... 78.10

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING, 
IP SOLUTIONS/REMOTE SUP-
PORT..................................145.00

ELITE SPORTS, FFA SHIRTS....... 	
............................................991.50

ENGLISH VALLEY SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT, ENTRY FEES.........100.00

EYEREAD INC., ELEMENTARY 
READING CURRICULUM............ 	

.........................................1,525.00
FARMERS COOPERATIVE AS-
SOCIATION, FUEL/SUPPLIES.... 	
......................................... 3,187.54

GARDEN GATE, VOLLEYBALL 
FLOWRS.............................. 91.00

GRANT WOOD AEA, POWER-
SCHOOL SIS SUPPORT '25-26.. 	
.........................................5,549.85

GREAT PRAIRIE AEA, MONTHLY 
SERV. AGREE./IT SUPPORT...... 	
....................................... 21,120.80

H3 MASONRY, MASONRY 
WORK.............................. 2,487.65

HARBISON FENCING LLC, PLAY-
GROUND FENCING.......1,073.46

HILLCREST ACADEMY, XC EN-
TRY FEE...............................75.00

HOTELS.COM, FFA CONVEN-
TION LODGING...............3,127.71

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPA-
NY, HS/INTRO LITERATURE 1 
YR LICENSES................ 2,866.50

IMAGINE LEARINING LLC, WEB 
BASED LEARNING & AT RISK 
WEB LEARNIN.............30,325.00

INDIAN HILLS COMM. COLLEGE, 
ANNUAL BUS DRIVER IN SER-
VICE - 5 DRIVERS.............200.00

IOWA SCHOOL FINANCE IN-
FORMATION SERVICES, BACK-
GROUND CHECK..............193.00

J.W. PEPPER AND SON, INC, 
MUSICAL ARRANGEMENTS...... 	
............................................158.59

JAMES FAMILY GREENHOUSE, 
SERVICE AWARD - "K" SPIN-
NER......................................25.99

JAMISON, ZACH, REIMB AKSAR-
BEN TRIP EXPENSES........ 91.85

JOSTEN'S, INC, CHENILE "K"/
ATHLETIC AWARDS......5,642.07

KALONA COOPERATICE TECH-
NOLOGY COMPANY, TELE-
PHONE SYSTEM............1,283.36

KCII RADIO, COMMERCIALS 
DURING SB/BB COVERAGE....... 	
............................................723.96

LEET'S REFRIGERATION, ICE 
MACHINE MAINTENANCE.......... 	
............................................ 507.64

LIFETRACK SERVICES, SR 
CLASS EXIT SURVEY..........0.00

LYLE, KRISTINE, CENTRAL OF-
FICE NOTE CARDS........... 119.50

MAHASKA BOTTLING COMPA-
NY, CONCESSIONS SUPPLIES.. 	
............................................ 445.17

MARCO, INC., DISTRICT METER 
READS............................1,954.97

MARTIN BROS. DISTRIBUTING 
CO., PURCHASED FOOD............ 	
.......................................10,014.64

MCCLENAHAN, CRAIG, MUSI-
CAL ARRANGEMENTS....336.78

MCGRAW-HILL SCHOOL EDU-
CATION HOLDINGS, LLC, US/
WORLD HISTORY SUBSCRIP-
TION...................................184.08

MENARDS, INC., LUMBER/SUP-
PLIES FOR JH WOODWORK-
ING.....................................173.89

MID-AMERICA PUBLISHING 
CORPORATION, PUBLISH 
BOARD MINUTES.............259.38

MID-AMERICAN RESEARCH 
CHEMICAL, CUSTODIAL SUP-
PLIES..................................313.20

MULLENS, DONNIE, ATHLETIC 
OFFICIAL...........................150.00

MYSTERY SCIENCE, SCIENCE 
CURRICULUM................2,460.00

NATIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION, 
FFA SUPPLIES...............2,059.00

PALESTRA LLC, FALL BASKET-
BALL LEAGUE - RESALE............ 	
............................................450.00

PAPER CORPORATION, THE, 
COPIER PAPER..............1,353.83

PEKIN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS, 
CROSS COUNTRY ENTRY FEE.	
..............................................70.00

PITNEY BOWES, POSTAGE MA-
CHINE SUPPLIES............. 214.89

RAPIDS WHOLESALE, KITCHEN 
SUPPLIES..........................322.78

REALLY GREAT READING 
COMPANY, LLC, TEACHERS 
GUIDES..............................166.88

REDLINGER, JILLIAN, REIMB 
FOR VB CONCESSION STAND 
SUPPLIES.......................... 223.13

REDLINGER, MARY PAT, REIMB 
FOR POSTAGE...................... 6.10

RESERVE ACCOUNT, POS.TAGE 
FOR POSTAGE MACHINE........... 	
...........................................1,00.00

REV TRAK, FEES FOR ONLINE 
PAYMENT SYSTEM...........294.30

ROSEWALL, HEATHER, REIMB 
FOR MILEAGE/SUPPLIES........... 	
............................................158.22

S.J. SMITH WELDING SUPPLY, 
INDUS. ARTS INSTRUCTIONAL.	
............................................433.66

SCHAUB, GEORGE, ATHLETIC 
OFFICIAL........................... 110.00

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS OF 
IOWA, 24-25 MEMBERSHIP - 
BRENNEMAN....................400.00

SCHOOL BUS SALES CO., 
TRANS. SUPPLIES.............39.60

SCHOOL SPECIALTY LLC., IN-
STRUCTIONAL SUPPLIES.......... 	
............................................ 500.10

SHEMANSKI, DAVID, ATHLETIC 

OFFICIAL...........................830.00
SHETTLER MEDIA LLC, RADIO 
ADVERTISING...................600.00

SHETTLER, BRAD, OFFICIAL...... 	
............................................ 110.00

SIGOURNEY COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS, VB/CROSS COUN-
TRY ENTRY FEES.............220.00

SINCLAIR TRACTOR, OIL AND 
FILTERS - VAN................... 145.12

SONOVA USA INC., HEAIRNG 
DEVICE SERVICE PLAN............. 	
............................................320.00

VIPS, ELEMENTARY CLASS-
ROOM RENOV..............42,975.00

WALMART, INSTRUCTIONAL 
SUPPLIES............................54.70

WASHINGTON CO. EXTENSION, 
SAFE FARMER PROGRAM 
SPONSOR.........................100.00

WASHINGTON COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, CROSS 
COUNTRY MEET ENTRY FEES.. 	
............................................130.00

WASHINGTON LUMBER & HOME 
CENTER, RENOVATION SUP-
PLIES....................................32.99

WOODRIVER ENERGY LLC, 
NATURAL GAS.................. 351.92

WORLD GLOBES AND MAPS, 
NEW WALL MAPS.............658.00

YMCA OF WASHINGTON COUN-
TY, POOL/GYM RENTAL - 
SEPT...................................291.00

Vendors Listed............................95
Total...............................216,395.50
Published in The News-Review on 

October 22, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Delta • Minutes and Claims 9.10.2025

DELTA CITY COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 

10, 2025
6PM DELTA CITY HALL
The Delta City Council met in reg-

ular session on September 10, 
2025 at 6pm at the Delta City Hall 
with Mayor James Ahlberg presid-
ing.
Council present: Barb Fisher, 

Roma Neitzel, Jody Kleinschmidt, 
Nathan Slagter
Also present: Faye Carey, Jus-

tin Bringman, Deal Keasling, Dixie 
Shipley, and Gary McAdams
Mayor Ahlberg called the meeting 

to order at 6:00pm.
Council reviewed the agenda, Au-

gust meeting minutes, treasurer’s 
report, and bills for approval. J. 
Kleinschmidt made a motion to ap-
prove. N. Slagter 2nd. Roll call, all 
ayes. Motion carried.
Mayor Ahlberg opened the floor to 

public comment. Dixie Shipley ex-
tended her gratitude and admira-
tion to everyone’s dedication this 
year for the 150th Delta Days cel-
ebration from those who extend-
ed their ideas, to the volunteers 
that made it happen. She wanted 
to share that with the gracious do-
nations and support, the Town and 
Country was able to fund the en-
tire event from donations this year. 
Gary McAdams also expressed his 
admiration for Dixie’s dedication to 

the event and the hard work she 
puts into everything. 
Council was asked to input their 

opinion on a project proposed by 
the IA DOT in the Spring of 2026. 
During the project, there would be 
a detour route that would increase 
traffic on a stretch of V33 that the 
city is responsible for maintenance 
and upkeep. Council expressed 
their concerns on the financial im-
pact this would have with the in-
crease wear to the surface of the 
road. 
Council discussed the reissuance 

of a Quit Claim Deed to Matthew 
and Chloe Fowler for the proper-
ty located at 206 N. 1st St W., Del-
ta. The property had been won in a 
closed bid in 2023 and for reasons 
unknown, had never been trans-
ferred or completed. The sale is 
now finalized. 
D. Keasling was given the floor for 

his maintenance report. He updat-
ed the council that he has accept-
ed a seasonal job and will not be 
available as often. The council dis-
cussed the situation with him and 
all parties came to an agreement 
that the city should hire a replace-
ment maintenance man, with Kea-
sling staying on as an on-call agent 
of the city. 
Council discussed the need to 

move council meetings to Tues-
days for a duration of 12 weeks due 

to some scheduling conflicts. This 
will be a temporary change, and will 
be posted in various locations to in-
form the citizens. 
Council re-opened discussions 

concerning the sinkholes reported 
to B. Fisher. There is still debate on 
who is financially responsible for 
the area in which they are located. 
Council discussed options for rec-
tification in the event it is the cit-
ies burden. Carey will confirm with 
the County Assessor to determine 
ownership. 
Council discussed the open posi-

tion of the EMA Representative for 
the city. The council tabled the dis-
cussion again until all council mem-
bers can be accounted for. 
The council revisited the propos-

al for the El Dorado Cloud based 
system vs. the software version the 
city currently uses for their billing. 
The cloud version would allow for 
free updates, system securities, 
and backup, as well as tech sup-
port not offered with the software 
version. Fisher made motion to ap-
prove. Neitzel 2nd. Roll call, all ayes. 
Motion carried. 
Gary McAdams approached the 

council regarding his concerns 
with the amount of drug addicts, 
noisy dogs, stray cats, and camp-
er dwellers inside the city limits. He 
expressed his wishes for the coun-
cil to rectify these issues. Council 

expressed understanding for his 
concerns but that they must act in 
accordance with the ordinances 
and the law and that they can only 
do what is set out by the law. 
Neitzel made motion to adjourn. 

Slagter 2nd. Roll call, all ayes. Ad-
journment at 7:12pm.
SOSB:................................$100.00
D. KEASLING:.................$2224.87
INTUIT:...............................$182.00
F. CAREY:........................$2072.62
N&N:................................$9,481.72
SINCLAIR:.......................$2240.00
IA DEPT OF REV:............$1244.29
ELLIOT OIL:....................... $539.15
IA 1 CALL:..............................$9.90
FRASE CO, INC.:............$1565.67
KLEINSCHMIDT TRUCKING:........ 	
.......................................... $191.73

H&M:....................................$53.96
IA LEAGUE OF CITIES:....$398.00
IMPRESSIONS:.................$912.00
BELZER EQUIPMENT:........ $24.12
KINETIC:............................$313.59
IPERS:................................ $884.18
B. GILLILAND:...................$276.59
WRWA:.............................$1882.92
UTILITY SERVICE CO:.................. 	
.....................................$11,409.06

MICROBAC:.......................$402.00
D.NORTHUP:.....................$508.08
IA DNR:..............................$210.00
ATTEST: James Ahlberg, Mayor
Faye Carey, City Clerk
Published in The News-Review on 

October 22, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
English Valleys CSD • September 2025 Claims

ENGLISH VALLEYS CLAIMS 
PAID, SEPTEMBER 2025

Activity Account,September ~ 
2025,

Amazon Business,Wall of Fame 
Frames,................................. 87.21

Atlantic Coca-Cola,Concessions 
Supplies,........................... 3241.46

Kevin Caldwell,Volleyball Official,.. 	
............................................298.39

Compass Memorial,Lavender 
Night t-shi,..........................180.00

Elite Awards,XC Medals & VB 
Plaqu,..................................203.00

Elite Sports,Football Helmet 
Deca,.................................. 537.50

Freeman Foods,concessions sup-
plies,..................................... 47.23

Graceland University,football sta-
dium ren,.............................350.00

Iowa Sports Supply,Volleyballs,..... 	
............................................832.00

Dave Shemanski,Volleyball Offi-
cial,.....................................148.67

Tiffany Thiessen,Volleyball Offi-
cial,.....................................140.00

Town & Country,Concessions Sup-
plies,.................................4262.00

Wapello School District,Volleyball 

Entry Fee,...........................100.00
Activity Account,** BANK AC-
COUNT TOTAL ** ,........ 10427.46

Class Construction Ac-
count,September ~ 2025,

Amazon Business,Ind Arts sup-
plies,.....................................50.66

Class Construction Account,** 
BANK ACCOUNT TOTAL ** ,....... 	
..............................................50.66
General Account,September 

~ 2025,
Acme Tools,Ind Arts supplies,........ 	
............................................649.00

AIG Retirement,Tsa/Ira/Annuities,. 	
............................................435.00

Alliant Energy,Electricity,...2426.89
Amazon Business,HS supplies,..... 	
..........................................2186.06

Arnold Motor Supply,Vehicle Re-
pair parts,...........................208.28

Baker Paper & Supply,Custodial 
supplies,........................... 1164.06

Michael D. Berry,Physical reimb.,.. 	
............................................135.00

BJ's Towing Inc.,Bus towing fees,.. 	
............................................766.30

BMI,copyright fees,.............. 187.23
Carquest Auto Parts,Vehicle Re-

pair parts,.............................84.03
Central Iowa Distributing Inc,Cus-
todial supplies,.................1336.00

Collection Services Center,Other 
Deducts W/H,.....................254.27

Compass Memorial,elem supplies,	
.............................................. 97.30

Cox Sanitation Service,Garbage 
collection,.............................48.30

Curriculum Associates,Elem. Cur-
riculum,............................11315.16

Department of Administrative Ser-
vices,TSA Annual Fee,.......600.00

Dept. of Inspection & Appeals,Ele-
vator inspection,.................165.00

Empower,Tsa/Ira/Annuities,............ 	
..........................................1655.00

English Valley TV & Electronics,-
bus radio,.......................... 1019.85

English Valleys CSD,Medical In-
surance,........................ 119796.10

Equitable,Tsa/Ira/Annuities,........... 	
............................................100.00

Fleetside Mobile Service,Vehicle 
Repair,..............................2283.20

Freeman Foods,Staff breakfast 
supp,...................................391.92

Grimm Real Estate,excess flood 
insuran,.............................6139.86

HD Supply Formerly Home Depot 
Pro,Custodial Supplies,...... 475.52

Horace Mann,Tsa/Ira/Annuities,..... 	
.......................................... 1155.00

Infrastructure Technology solu-
tions,phones,..................20486.79

ING USA Annuity & Life Ins,Tsa/
Ira/Annuities,......................820.00

Hoover State Office Building,state 
taxes,....................................62.00

Iowa Public Employee Ret Sys-
,IPERS,.......................... 43949.96

ISCA,conf fees,....................150.00
Jaytech Inc.,maintenance fees,...... 	
............................................445.05

Marengo Farm & Home,Custodial 
Supplies,.............................219.99

Tami Marsh,tech maintenance fee,.	
..........................................4200.00

Matthew McClellen,piano tuning,... 	
............................................480.00

McCloud Services,Pest Control,.... 	
............................................ 125.41

MCI,phone,..........................109.86
Menards - Iowa City,custodial sup-
plies,................................... 617.82

Multi County Oil,Gas - Diesel,........ 	
...........................................1177.80

Murphy Electrical Services,light 

updates,............................4066.16
North English Co-Op Tele Co,-
phone,.................................693.26

City Of North English,Water Sew-
er,......................................1640.39

thyssenkrupp Elevator Corp.,ele-
vator maintenance,............. 314.59

Push Pedal Pull,Equipment Re-
pair,.....................................270.00

RevTrack,fees,.....................294.78
Scholastic,Elem. Supplies,... 110.58
School Bus Sales,Bus Repair 
parts,...................................182.88

Sigourney Treecare,tree/stump re-
moval,...............................4400.00

Star Autism Support,Special Ed 
Curriculu,..........................1645.00

Studies Weekly,Elem. Health Cur-
ricu,.....................................355.54

Swift True Value Home Center,-
Custodian Supplies,...........446.39

T I P Rural Electric Coop,electrici-
ty,......................................3661.42

The Appliance Barn Inc.,Custodial 
Supplies,.............................102.98

Our Town Publications,Subscrip-
tion fees,...............................40.00

The News-Review,Legal Notice,.... 	
............................................169.25

Treasure State Of Iowa,State In-
come Tax,.........................6641.00

U.S. Cellular,phone,............. 787.26
Verizon Business,phone,......... 1.77
Voya,Tsa/Ira/Annuities,......2795.00
White State Bank,wire charges,..... 	
..............................................15.00

Woodman Controls,tech support 
fees,.................................... 274.00

General Account,** BANK AC-
COUNT TOTAL ** ,..... 256826.26
Insurance Account,September 

~ 2025,
Seabury & Smith INC IA Fiducia-
ry,premiums,...................67539.63

TASC,FSA - Admin Fees,....269.79
Insurance Account,** BANK AC-
COUNT TOTAL ** ,........67809.42

Nutrition & Food Service 
Acct,September ~ 2025,

Amazon Business,Kitchen Sup-
plies,...................................219.54

Nutrition & Food Service Acct,** 
BANK ACCOUNT TOTAL ** ,....... 	
............................................219.54

,** DISTRICT TOTAL **,................. 	
..................................... 335333.34
Published in The News-Review on 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Sigourney • Claims 10.15.2025

CITY OF SIGOURNEY
OCTOBER 15, 2025 

Access Systems Leasing- Ser-
vices -.................................$99.09

Access Systems- Services-........... 	
....................................... $1,568.18

Acco Unlimitd Corporation- Sup-
plies-.................................$731.23

Agriland FS, Inc- Services-............ 	
..........................................$470.06

All American Pest Control- Ser-
vices-................................$188.00

Barco Products- Supplies-............. 	
.......................................$4,993.19

Column Software PBC- Services-. 	
.......................................... $115.29

Dakota Supply Group- Supplies-... 	
....................................... $2,174.80

Design House- Services-....$15.00
Exceptional Edge- Services-.......... 	
.......................................$1,300.00

French-Reneker-Associates -Ser-
vices-.............................$1,062.60

Greenley's Corp.- Supplies-........... 	
............................................$70.63

H&M Farm - Supplies..........$30.68
Hopkins & Huebner, P.C.- Ser-
vices-................................$577.50

IMWCA- Services-.............$973.00
JC'S Johns- Services-.......$275.00
Microbac-Supplies-...........$588.50
Mid-American Publishing Ser-
vices-................................ $249.51

Nexom- Supplies-.......... $3,500.50
One of a Kind Customs- Services-.	
.......................................... $171.55

SEMCO Landfill- Services-............ 	
...................................... $2,220.30

Sinclair Tractor Lot #9- Supplies-... 	
..........................................$259.96

Truck Equipment, Inc- Supplies-.... 	
.......................................... $812.75

USA BlueBook- Supplies-.............. 	
...................................... $2,343.60

Verizon- Services-...............$94.77
Visa- Supplies-..................$105.00
Windstream- Services-..........$5.99
Total:............................. $24,996.68
Published in The News-Review on 

October 22, 2025
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PUBLIC NOTICE
English Valleys CSD • Minutes 9.8.2025

THE MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

ENGLISH VALLEYS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ON SEPTEMBER 

8TH, 2025.
English Valleys members pres-

ent: Susan Schaefer, Trent For-
rest, Steve Axmear, Katie Taukei, 
Tom Voss, Board Secretary Wen-
dy Ayers
Others present: Superintendent 

Curt Rheingans, Pam Nachtman, 
Carrie Burdick, Pam Nachtman, 
Melinda Semler, Renee Allison, 
Megan Knapp, Karen Sieren, John 
Conrad, Zach Weilbacher, Amy 
Harger
The meeting was called to order 

at 6:00pm.
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to approve the 
agenda, with additions of a special 
ed deficit amount, change in min-
utes date, Carrie Burdick will speak 
during iReady presentation, and 
change in van purchase amount of 
$48,824. Motion carried.
Communications – Tom Voss read 

the Mission Statement
A motion was made by Voss, sec-

onded by Taukei to approve the 
consent agenda: 
a. Approve Minutes of Meeting 

Held September 9th, 2025
b. Approve Payment of Activity 

Bills
c. Approve Payment of Bills
d. Receive Secretary/Treasur-

er’s Financial Report for the Month 
Ending 9/30/25
e. Receive and Take Action on 

Resignations
f. Receive and Take Action on 

Staff Contracts
Tyler Hunzinger – Special Ed Para

Brittney Pinkerton – Behvior Inter-
ventionist
Brianna Polton – Pre – K Associ-

ate
Roll call vote. Forrest aye, Schae-

fer aye, Voss aye, Taukei aye. Mo-
tion carried.
Visitors and Open Forum – Karen 

Sieren presentated a request from 
the NE Youth Sports Organization 
for the school to buy hoop attach-
ment for younger basketball play-
ers to be able to be used. 
Karen discussed the iReady pro-

gram at the elementary. Mrs. Sie-
ren talked about the uses of the 
program for students and data col-
lection for the teacher. 
Mrs. Burdick discussed how the 

program is used at the high school. 
Mrs. Burdick informed the board it 
gives needed data to the teachers 
and provides progress monitoring 
on the students. 
The program is tied to state stan-

dards. Mrs. Burdick informed the 
board that the data says that it is a 
successful tool for the school. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to approve 
the Wellness Committee and the 
SIAC Committee as presented with 
the additions of Amber Gent to the 
SIAC Committee and an Opaa rep-
resentative to the Wellness Com-
mittee. Motion carried.
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Voss to approve the 
FFA trip to the National Conven-
tion in Indianpolis at the end of the 
month. Motion carried.
Steve Axmear arrived at 5:40pm.
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei, to purchase a 
2023 12 passenger Van from Cap-

per for $48,824.00. Roll call vote 
Amxear aye, Taukei aye, Voss aye, 
Forrest aye, Schaefer aye. Motion 
carried. 
The board discussed replacing 

a HVAC unit for the special edu-
cation room in the west wing area 
of the high school. The board re-
ceived two bids, Superior being 
the low bid at $18,300. The board 
also discussed that there are two 
classrooms very near this one that 
will eventually need replaced. Matt 
Westphal discussed the work that 
will be needed to install the new 
unit. 
The board discussed going back 

to the two bidders and seeing if 
there would be a price break to 
get all three done. The board dis-
cussed for now moving forward 
with the one that is the urgent need 
to be fixed. A motion was made by 
Axmear, seconded by Forrest to 
approve the bid for the one class-
room to get a new unit installed for 
$18,300 from Superior. Roll call 
vote Axmear aye, Taukei nay, Voss 
aye, Forrest aye, Schaefer aye. 
Motion carried. 
Administration discussed with the 

board that to get the needed equip-
ment to livestream board meet-
ings, it would cost $1,700. A mo-
tion was made by Voss, seconded 
by Axmear to approve to spend 
no more than $1,700 for the nec-
essary equipment to livestream 
board meetings. Roll call vote. Ax-
mear aye, Taukei nay, Voss aye, 
Forrest nay, Schaefer aye. 3-2 Mo-
tion carried. 
The board discussed upcoming 

projects for the facilities. Admin-
istration informed the board that a 

white board and a skin has been or-
dered so the board can make a de-
cision on which item to purchase. 
The board discussed getting bids 
for flooring: LVP vs. epoxy. The 
board also discussed further about 
rekeying the high school and at 
least getting bids. The board also 
discussed getting the two bids for 
the additional HVAC units for the 
two rooms that will soon need to be 
replaced. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Voss, to approve the 
Special Education deficit allowable 
growth amount of $204,148.52 
from the FY24. Roll call vote. Voss 
aye, Taukei aye, Axmear aye, For-
rest aye, Schaefer aye. Motion car-
ried. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Axmear to approve 
Greentop Landscape’s bid for snow 
removal. The board discussed that 
they take care of the sidewalks and 
parking lots. 
Motion carried. 
The board discussed the Early 

Retirement Incentive for this year. 
The board agreed that during dis-
cussion last year, that this model 
would also be used for this year. 
A motion was made by Axmear, 
seconded by Taukei to approve 
the Early Retirement Incentive for 
FY26. Roll call vote Axmear aye, 
Taukei aye, Voss aye, Forrest aye, 
Schaefer aye. Motion carried.
The board reviewed the At Risk 

plan. A motion was made by Ax-
mear, seconded by Forrest to ap-
prove the district’s At Risk plan. 
Motion carried.
Administration discussed with the 

board of selling old uniforms and 

equipment. The sale would be ad-
vertised on our website and Face-
book. The Athletic fund would re-
ceive the profits. A motion was 
made by Voss, seconded by Ax-
mear to approve the sale of old uni-
forms and equipment at ballgames. 
Motion carried.
The board discussed a resolution 

to approve the transfer of unused 
Debt Service monies to the PPEL 
fund. A motion was made by For-
rest, seconded by Axmear to ap-
prove the resolution to transfer 
$72,439.66 of unused Debt Ser-
vice money to the PPEL fund. Roll 
call vote. Axmear aye, Taukei aye, 
Voss aye, Forrest aye, Schaefer 
aye. Motion carried.
A motion was made by Voss, sec-

onded by Axmear to approve the 
application for EL Learners Excess 
Cost in the amount of $4,336.26. 
Roll call vote. Axmear aye, Taukei 
aye, Voss aye, Forrest aye, Schae-
fer aye. Motion carried. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Axmear to approve 
the following fundraisers:
HS PBIS – Selling EV blankets
Motion carried.
Board Committee Updates: 
The board discussed Kirkwood in-

formation and that English Valleys 
has a long list of students who par-
ticipate in concurrent classes at 
Kirkwood. 
The board discussed there is a big 

student section now at ballgames 
and the year has started off very 
well. 
The board discussed receiving 

late open enrollment applications 
and now the need to act on them. 
The board agreed to revert back 

and amend the agenda to make the 
open enrollment out agenda item 
an action item. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to amend the 
agenda to make 23b. an action 
item, Open enrollment applica-
tions. Motion carried. 
The board received open enroll-

ments from Lane Fetzer to Wil-
liamsburg, Dillinger Burton to TC, 
Alondra Gingerich to Mid-Prairie, 
and Beau Beck to Montezuma. A 
motion was made by Forrest, sec-
onded by Voss to approve all these 
open enrollment applications. Mo-
tion carried. 
Mr. Weilbacher discussed the 

Good News at EV High school: 
The Soil Judging team was at the 

state competition that day.
Dr. Harger discussed that young 

student was recognized at the el-
ementary as one in 17 students 
statewide to score the highest on 
the ISASP math section testing last 
spring.
Mr. Rheingans discussed the Dis-

trict/superintendent goals for the 
year. 
The board discussed how the FCS 

program was going this fall. 
Next regular meeting: November 

12th, 2025 at 6pm. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Voss to adjourn at 
8:06pm. Motion carried.
Wendy Ayers, Secretary
Published in The News-Review on 

October 22, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Sigourney • Minutes 10.1.2025

SIGOURNEY CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES

The Sigourney City Council met 
in regular session in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall on Wednes-
day, October 1, 2025, with Mayor 
Morlan presiding and the follow-
ing Council members answering 
roll call: Schultz, Clark, Conrad, 
McLaughlin, Iosbaker and Lentz. 
Others present were: Don Northup, 
Public Works Director I; Brent Gillil-
and, Public Works Director II; Steve 
Shettler, with Steve Shettler Media; 
Neil Kracht, with Steve Shettler 
Media; Kadie Conrad, Deputy City 
Clerk; and Ashley Fry, City Clerk.
The meeting was called to order at 

6:00 p.m. McLaughlin moved, sec-
onded by Lentz, to approve the ten-
tative agenda with change of mov-
ing item 8A after public input. Roll 
call vote Ayes: 6
Conrad moved, seconded by Mc-

Laughlin, to approve the follow-
ing items on the Consent Agenda 
items: Minutes of Regular Council 
Meeting of September 16, 2025; 
September 2025 Library Claims; 
Resolution 2025-10-29 Proclama-
tion Halloween Trick or Treat Night; 
Alcohol License for Keokuk Coun-
ty Economic Development; Alco-
hol license for Goldman Enterpris-
es; Alcohol license for Elliott Oil 
Company; Midwest Group Benefits 
for quarterly payment; Sigourney 
News Review designated paper for 
City of Sigourney; Credit Card Re-
port and Set time and place for the 
October 15, 2025 Regular Coun-
cil Meeting at 6:00 PM at City Hall. 
Roll call vote Ayes: 6
Clark moved seconded by Con-

rad to approve Council Account 
Payable Claims in the amount of 
$25,919.40. Roll call vote Ayes: 4 
Abstain: 2
Iosbaker moved seconded by 

Clark to table reading number 2 
until after the Public Safety meet-
ing on Monday, October 6, 2025 at 
6:00 PM. Roll call votes Ayes: 6

Lentz moved seconded by Clark to 
approve a quote from RenoSys for 
a new pool liner for the Sigourney 
municipal pool and the invoice is to 
be paid out of LOSST funds not to 
exceed $160,000.00. Roll call vote 
Ayes: 6
Clark moved seconded by Con-

rad to approve the ad for a sea-
sonal Employee for Snow removal 
with the changes of you must be 16 
years of age or older and all equip-
ment will be provided by the City 
of Sigourney. Upon the roll being 
called, the following voted Ayes: 
Schultz, Clark, Conrad, McLaugh-
lin, Iosbaker and Lentz. Nays: 
None. Motion approved.
Clark moved seconded by Mc-

Laughlin to approve the second 
reading of Ordinance Title III – 
Public Order, Safety and Health – 
Chapter 15 Hours of Operation for 
City- Owned Parks. Roll call vote 
Ayes: 6
Clark moved seconded by Schultz 

to approve the First reading of Ordi-
nance Title III – Community Protec-
tion – Chapter 3 Traffic Code, with 
the addition of no parking signs on 
Stuart Street from Spring Street to 
West Pleasant Valley Street. Roll 
call vote Ayes: 6
Schultz moved seconded by Lentz 

to approve the Annual Urban Re-
newal Report Fiscal Year 2024-
2025. Roll call vote Ayes: 6
Lentz moved seconded by Ios-

baker to approve Fiscal Year 2025 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
Street and Finance Report and re-
lated Resolution No. 2025-10-30. 
Roll call vote Ayes: 6
Lentz moved, seconded by Clark, 

to adjourn the meeting. Roll call 
vote Ayes: 6
The meeting was adjourned at 

6.56 p.m.
Jimmy Morlan, Mayor
Ashley Fry, City Clerk
Published in The News-Review on 
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City of Keota • Minutes and Claims 10.6.2025

KEOTA CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025 – 
7:00 PM

Minutes
Work Session:
• Start: 6:00 PM
• End: 6:53 PM
Public Hearing:
• Start: 7:00 PM
• Accepted Waterhouse bid for 

108 W Keokuk Ave, Keota.
• Closed: 7:01 PM
Council Meeting:
• Call to Order: 7:01 PM
• Present: Mayor Cansler, Conrad, 

Bender, Tinnes, McDonald, Public 
Works Micah, Library Toni Greiner, 
Clerk Bruns
• Absent: Matt Greiner
Motion to approve consent agen-

da: Bender
Second: McDonald
Approved
Public Forum:
• None
Department Reports:
Public Works:
• Tree planting on September 26 

went well. Big thanks to Keota FFA, 
Kelly Waters with Trees Forever, 
and other volunteers for timely as-
sistance.
• Kevin and Micah started measur-

ing tree heights at street level; Kev-
in will continue over the next couple 
of weeks.
• Hydrant flushing planned for Oc-

tober 20–22.
• Dump remains busy and in good 

order.
• RV park sign is finished; rules 

still need to be posted. The park 
has been well received and used 
by multiple people.

• Micah will be out October 7–9.
• Outside pool bathroom will close 

November 1 for winterizing pool 
and bathhouse.
Library:
• Coffee and Fun Friday continues 

successfully.
• Hot dogs and buns have been or-

dered for Halloween event.
• Quilting scheduled for October 

21.
Resolutions:
• 2025-60: Motion Conrad, Sec-

ond Bender – Passed (Greiner ab-
sent)
• 2025-61: Motion Bender, Sec-

ond McDonald – Passed (Greiner 
absent)
• 2025-62: Motion Bender, Sec-

ond Tinnes – Passed (Greiner ab-
sent)
• 2025-63: Motion Conrad, Sec-

ond McDonald – Passed (Greiner 
absent)
• 2025-64: Motion Bender, Sec-

ond Conrad – Passed (Greiner ab-
sent)
• 2025-65: Motion Conrad, Sec-

ond Bender – Passed (Greiner ab-
sent)
New Business:
• Garage Bids: No bids received. 

Council discussed options: tear 
down or leave open for 2 more 
weeks. Agreed to contact a resi-
dent previously interested in pur-
chasing/moving garage. If no bid, 
proceed with demolition.
• Litigation Attorney: Motion Bend-

er, Second McDonald – Mayor 
Cansler to contact potential litiga-
tion attorneys for the City of Keota.
• Grass/Weeds Ordinance: First 

reading tabled until next meeting. 
Motion Conrad, Second Bender.

• Timesheets/Comp Time: Motion 
McDonald, Second Tinnes – Ap-
proved
Council Comments (2-minute limit 

per member):
• McDonald: Received inqui-

ries regarding the recently burned 
house. Contacted AGM proper-
ty owner; awaiting insurance re-
sponse.
• Tinnes: Resident concerned 

about target practicing with bow/
arrow and burned house situation.
• Conrad: Clarified council meet-

ings occur 1st & 3rd Monday at 7 
PM. Closed sessions for real estate 
only. Mentioned grants from Wells 
Fargo available for rural develop-
ment/business/community organi-
zations within 50 miles.
• Bender: Asked if burned house is 

boarded up or just taped.
Mayor Comments:
• Has not heard back regarding 

sale of police equipment; Bender 
has been in contact. Clerk Bruns 
has key to basement and evidence 
room when needed.
• Continuing work on in-house au-

dit.
• Thanked Casey Jarmes with 

News Review for election inter-
views.
• Praised council and expressed 

desire to continue working with 
them.
• Thanked all city employees for 

their work for Keota.
Adjournment:
• Motion Conrad, Second Bender
• Time: 7:53 PM
Mayor, Anthony Cansler 
City Clerk, Hunter Bruns 

Payroll 
Bruns, Hunter S................1,604.77

Clarke, Kristen.....................799.84
GREINER, ASHLEY............123.23
Greiner, Bridget M............... 267.86
GREINER, TONIA............1,292.08
HARMSEN, MICAH..........1,863.22
Phillips, Myra..........................95.77
SLAUBAUGH, KEVIN L... 1,870.01
Bills Paid
DESIGN HOUSE.................$34.00
US CELLULAR.................. $113.77
WELLMARK....................$1,340.49
SIGOURNEY LUMBER.....$272.57
WASHINGTON LUMBER....$50.82
DEARBORN GROUP..........$62.01
IPERS............................. $3,340.04
IA DEPT OF NAT. RESOURCES... 	
.......................................... $115.00

MALLEY HARDWARE & VARI-
ETY...................................$169.62

H & M FARM & HOME SUPPLY..... 	
..........................................$496.89

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OMAHA.	
....................................... $2,532.14

BANYON DATA SYSTEMS............ 	
..........................................$395.00

SCOTT WESTENDORF................. 	
...................................... $4,000.00

INFOMAX OFFICE SYSTEMS 
INC....................................$169.38

MID-AMERICA PUBLISHING 
COR...................................$113.18

ALLIANT ENERGY.........$8,542.70
COX SANITATION..........$5,779.00
US FIRST.............................$76.00
ROGERS BEINHART..........$63.00
ION ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIO.	
.......................................$4,646.77

FARMERS CO-OP ASSN.............. 	
..........................................$481.55

21 Entry(s), 0.................$32,793.93
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PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Sigourney • October 2025 Library Claims

OCTOBER 2025 LIBRARY 
CLAIMS

Access Systems (Services)............ 	
..........................................$527.54

Access Systems Leasing (Fire-
wall)..................................$125.89

All American (Services).......$35.00
Alliant Energy(Services)....$728.43
Bancard (Collection (books)...$8.24
Bancard (Misc.)....................$10.28
Bancard (Postage)...............$22.46
Bancard (Freezer Meals)................ 	
.......................................$1,505.89

Bancard (Supplies).........$1,040.84
Brother's Market (Supplies)............ 	
............................................$23.85

Cathy Yock (Milage Reimburse-
ment).................................$412.30

Greenley's Corp. (Supplies)........... 	
............................................ $71.00

Center Point Large Print (Sup-
plies)...................................$99.48

ICN Comm. Network (Services)..... 	
..............................................$6.51

MCG (Internet/Phone).........$89.67
Sha-Ran Enterprises (Services).... 	
............................................$30.00

Baker and Taylor (Video Collec-
tion).....................................$40.58

TOTAL-............................$4,777.96
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PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Sigourney • Hours of Operations for City-Owned Parks

TITLE III – PUBLIC ORDER, 
SAFETY AND HEALTH

CHAPTER 15– HOURS OF 
OPERATION FOR CITY-OWNED 

PARKS
3-15-1-Purpose
3-15-2-Definitions
3-15-3- Hours of Operation
3-15-4- Enforcement and Penalty
3-15-5-Severability
3-15-6-Effective Date
SECTION 3-15-1 – Purpose
The purpose of this chapter is to 

protect public safety, preserve park 
facilities, and ensure that parks re-
main accessible for appropriate 
recreational use. Limiting Park ac-
cess during nighttime hours also 
assists law enforcement in prevent-
ing vandalism, littering, and other 
unlawful activities.

SECTION 3-15-2 – Definitions
For purposes of this chapter, 

“City-owned parks” shall include, 
but are not limited to:
1. Legion Park.
2. Town Square Park, located in 

the 100 block of North Jefferson 
Street.
3. All City-owned sports parks; 

and
4. Any other real property owned 

by the City of Sigourney designated 
for public recreational use.
SECTION 3-15-3 – Hours of Op-

eration
1. All City-owned parks shall be 

closed to the public between 10:30 
p.m. and 5:00 a.m. daily, unless 
otherwise approved by resolution 
of the City Council.
2. No person shall enter, remain 

in, or use park facilities during 
closed hours without prior City 
Council authorization.
3. City Council approval for ex-

tended hours may be granted for 
special events, community gath-
erings, or other purposes deemed 
appropriate by the City Council.
SECTION 3-15-4 – Enforcement 

and Penalty
Violation of this chapter shall con-

stitute a municipal infraction, pun-
ishable by a civil penalty of not less 
than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) 
and not more than fifty dollars 
($50.00) for each offense. Each 
day a violation continues consti-
tutes a separate offense.
SECTION 3-15-5 – Severability
If any provision of this chapter 

is found to be invalid or unconsti-

tutional, such invalidity shall not 
affect the remaining provisions, 
which shall remain in full force and 
effect.
SECTION 3-15-6 – Effective Date
This chapter shall take effect fol-

lowing its final passage, approval, 
and publication in accordance with 
Iowa law.
First Reading of Ordinance: Sep-

tember 16, 2025
Second Reading of Ordinance: 

October 1, 2025
Third Reading of Ordinance: Octo-

ber 15, 2025
Publication Date: October 22, 

2025
Effective Date:(upon Publication) 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Sigourney • September 2025 Claims

REVENUES: 
General......................... $57,571.41
Memorial Hall Restoration$-.......... 	
.........................................2,409.00

Library-............................$9,279.46
Road Use-.....................$30,837.99
Employee Benefits-....... $6,803.36
Local Options Sales & Services 
Tax-.............................. $17,978.77

Tax Increment --.............. $1,372.71
Lewis Memorial Fountain-.............. 	
..........................................$402.58

Restricted Gifts -.............$2,186.27
Debt Service--.............. $21,298.15
Water Utility-.................$53,624.97
Water Sinking-................$6,750.00
Water Improvement -..... $3,000.00
Water Project -............... $5,582.98
Wa SRF 2001 -..................$103.30
Utility Deposit -................$1,654.36
Sewer Utility-................ $59,855.62
Sewer Sinking-............. $29,485.00
Sewer Improvement -.....$1,000.00
Sewer Projects -.............$2,025.53
Sewer Surcharge-.......... $3,558.80
Sanitation -................... $22,393.00
Medical Partial Self-Funding -........ 	
.......................................$1,600.00

September 2025 Revenue Total-... 	
.................................. $340,773.26

Other Checks Issued: 
Voided Check- Jacob Glandon -.... 	
....................................... $(500.00)

Voided Check- Agriland FS- .......... 	
......................................... $(78.84)

IA Municipal Finance Officer- ........ 	
..........................................$150.00

Iowa State University- $224.00
Voided Check- Heather Pozarycki 
-........................................ $(45.00)

Voided Check- Ashley Thompson- 	
........................................$(125.00)

Voided Check- Donald Jones -....... 	
........................................$(125.00)

Voided Check- Zach Walker- ......... 	
............................................$(8.02)

Voided Check- Ana Medina -.......... 	
..........................................$(73.18)

Voided Check-Cody Young- .......... 	
........................................... $(5.00)

Iowa Dept of Rev- Excise Sales 
Tax--.............................. $1,242.81

Iowa Dept of Rev- Water Excise 
Tax-................................ $2,574.61

Visa- Library Supplies -....$3,126.56
Visa- City Supplied-........... $312.87
gWorks Monthly Fees-....... $161.85
gWorks ACH Bad Check Fees -..... 	
............................................$10.00

Alliant Energy -............. $20,230.29
US Postmaster - Utility Bills............ 	
.......................................... $497.81

Brent Gilliland - Cell Phone Re-
imb-.....................................$40.00

Randy Hemsley-Cell Phone Re-
imb-.....................................$40.00

Don Northup- Cell Phone Reimb-.. 	
............................................$40.00

Logan Northup - Cell Phone Re-
imb-.....................................$40.00

Jonathan Utterback- Cell Phone 
Reimb -...............................$40.00

Transfers / Expenses -.................... 	
.....................................$53,919.00

Medical Self Funding -... $4,932.36
Payroll (8/18/2025-8/31/2025 -....... 	
..................................... $23,939.11

Payroll (9/1/2025-9/14/2025)- ....... 	
.................................... $38,590.04

September 2025 Other Checks Is-
sued Total-..................$149,151.27
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For more information on how to reach 

Iowa’s newspaper readers, contact

*iowastatefair.org; 
Newton Marketing & Research, 2010

GET THE FACTS:GET THE FACTS:
The Iowa State Fair, The Iowa State Fair, 
Iowa’s largest annual Iowa’s largest annual 
event, attractsevent, attracts  a million a million 
visitorsvisitors  each year.each year.**

More than More than 
2.6 million Iowans 2.6 million Iowans 
read newspapers.read newspapers.

IOWA NEWSPAPERS... IOWA NEWSPAPERS... 
GET THE FACTS AND GET THE FACTS AND 
GET IN THE GET IN THE GAMEGAME

*iowastatefair.org; i f i

Use caution on unprotected streets, 
without stop or yield signs.

Give right-of-way.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Keokuk Co • Notice of City/School Election

NOTICE OF CITY/SCHOOL ELECTION
Qualified electors of Keokuk County are hereby notified that the regular 

City/School Election will be held on Tuesday, November 4, 2025.
ALL POLLS IN KEOKUK COUNTY OPEN AT

7:00 A.M. & CLOSE AT 8:00 P.M.
Precinct........................................................................... Polling Location
Adams/Prairie/ What Cheer/Washington..................................................... 	
......................................................Thomas Hall- What Cheer Fairgrounds

Benton/Steady Run............................................................Hedrick City Hall
English River/Liberty..........................................South English Fire Station
Jackson/Richland........................................Mother Cabrini Hall - Richland
Lafayette/Clear Creek...............................Keota City Hall - North Entrance
East/West Lancaster/Warren.................Keokuk County Expo - Sigourney
Sigourney/Plank/Van Buren...................Keokuk County Expo - Sigourney
Sigourney 1st & 2nd Wards....................Keokuk County Expo - Sigourney
Sigourney 3rd & 4th Wards....................Keokuk County Expo - Sigourney
Pre-registered voters are required to provide an approved form of identi-

fication at the polling place before receiving and casting a regular ballot. 
Voters who are not pre-registered - such as voters registering to vote on 
Election Day - and voters changing precincts must also provide proof of 
residence. A voter who is unable to provide an approved form of identifi-
cation(or prove residence if required) 1) may have the voter's identity/resi-
dence attested to by another registered voter in the precinct, 2) prove iden-
tity and residence using Election Day Registration documents, or 3) cast 
a provisional ballot and provide proof of identity/residence at the County 
Auditor's Office by 12:00 noon on November 10, 2025. Election Day Reg-
istrant attesters must provide an approved form of identification. For addi-
tional information about providing proof of identity and/or residence visit: 
https://sos.iowa.gov/voterid, phone (641) 622-2320 or email cbates@ke-
okukcounty.iowa.gov. Any voter who is physically unable to enter a polling 
place has the right to vote in the voter's vehicle.
Public testing of the voting equipment will be held on October 23, 2025, 

beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Elections Room, adjoining the Keokuk Coun-
ty Auditor's Office, 2nd floor of the Keokuk County Courthouse, Sigourney, 
Iowa and continue until testing is finished. Sample ballots will be post-
ed in each precinct.
Delta Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
James Ahlberg
Delta Council Member {Vote for no more than five)
Barbara Fisher-Nathan Slagter-Dolores Carey-Melvin Lambert
Gibson Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Steve Van Zee
Gibson Council Member {Vote for no more than five)
Sherry Ehret-Greg Ehret-Tom Stein
Harper Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
No Candidate Filed
Harper Council Member {Vote for no more than five)
Roberta Peiffer-Connie Baker-Mary Lou Kane
Hayesville Mayor (Vote for no more than one)
Chris Gammack
Hayesville Council Member {Vote for no more than two)
Zebulen Webb-Larry Bird
Hedrick Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Robert Crawford
Hedrick Council Member {Vote for no more than two)
Ethan Cernic-JD Olinger-Christine Norris
Keota Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Anthony Cansler-Ryan Carr
Keota Council Member {Vote for no more than three)
Chad M. Greiner-Keith Edward Conrad-Julie Gibson-
Mike Bender-Patty Tinnes-John Todd Mather-Grant Hill
Keswick Mayor (Vote for no more than one)
Mark Zittergruen
Keswick Council Member {Vote for no more than five)
Rebecca Leer-Michael Todd Cranston-Ike Schmidt-
Chloe Lundy-Nicholas Watts-Kyle Leer
Kinross Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Ben Mast
Kinross Council Member {Vote for no more than five)
Lindsey Gillespie-Maleah Mast-Charles Sandersfeld-
Mark Lingard-Carol A. Gehman

Martinsburg Council Member {Vote for no more than three)
Mary Wells-Robert L. Wells Jr.-Todd Harbison
North English Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Daniel Strohman
North English Council Member {Vote for no more than two)
Beth Carter-Andrew Custer
Ollie Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Scott Vetter
Ollie Council Member {Vote for no more than three)
Chris Winn-Justin W. Haile
Richland Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
John Capps
Richland Council Member {Vote for no more than five)
Joseph Adrian-Steve Pfeifer-Jim Gaines-Michael T. Hadley-
Cyndia Crafton
City of Richland Public Measure MK
Shall the City of Richland, Iowa, change the term of office for the mayor 

from two (2) year to four (4) year term pursuant to Iowa Code 376.2, effec-
tive January 1, 2028?
City of Richland Public Measure ML
Shall the City of Richland, Iowa, change the term of office for the council 

members from two (2) year to four (4) year staggered terms pursuant to 
Iowa Code 376.2, effective January 1, 2028?
Sigourney Mayor (Vote for no more than one)
Gary losbaker
Sigourney Council At Large (Vote for no more than one)
David Goldman-Jordan Alspach
Sigourney Council 2nd Ward (Vote for no more than one)
Jesse Hannam-Stephani Lentz
Sigourney Council 4th Ward (Vote for no more than one)
Larry Chmelar
South English Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Edward Shafranek
South English Council Member (Vote for no more than five)
Emily Clarahan-Cameron Miller-Hope Frazier-Nicholas Frazier
Thornburg Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Steve Bos
Thornburg Council Member {Vote for no more than three)
Dale A. Walker-Jayne Garcia-Debra Walker
Webster Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Bryan E. Lee
Webster Council Member {Vote for no more than five)
Steve Black-Scott A. Mihal-Gerald Glandon-Steven Street-Scott Shifflett
What Cheer Mayor {Vote for no more than one)
Darrell Wilkening
What Cheer Council Member (Vote for no more than five)
Mike Danner-Sandra Van Patten-Michael Jay MacCready-
Brandon T. Bell-Lisa Brackelsberg-April Dumermuth-
Travis Acord-Dwight Danner Sr.-Donna S. Rogers-
David Campbell-Faye Jones-Frank Calvert-Rick Shafranek
Eddyville-Blakesburg-Fremont School Board Member {Vote for no 

more than one)
Director District #2-Jessica Nollen-Micah Van Mersbergen-Jeff Swim
English Valleys School Board Member-At Large {Vote for no more 

than two)
Trent Forrest-Steven D. Axmear-Ashley Dickey
Keota School Board Member-At Large {Vote for no more than two)
Erin McGuire-Daniel Redlinger-Nathan W. Greiner
Keota School Board Member-At Large To Fill A Vacancy {Vote for 

no more than one) 
Pat Hammen
Pekin School Board Member-
Director District At Large {Vote for no more than one)
Kortney Baumberger
Director District #3 {Vote for no more than one)
No Candidate Filed
Director District #5 {Vote for no more than one)
John Joseph Greiner-Linda Brock
Director District #1 To Fill A Vacancy {Vote for no more than one)
JD Olinger

Sigourney School Board Member-At Large {Vote for no more than 
three)
Steven Seeley-Allan Glandon-Cody Branstad-Adam Sellers
Sigourney Community School District - Public Measure MJ
Shall the Board of Directors of the Sigourney Community School 

District in the County of Keokuk, State of Iowa, be authorized to contract 
indebtedness and issue General Obligation Bonds in an amount not to 
exceed $9,900,000 to provide funds to remodel, repair, and improve the 
existing junior / senior high school, including HVAC, fire alarm, mechanical, 
plumbing, and security improvements?
Tri-County Community School Board Member-At Large {Vote for no 

more than two)
Ben Molyneux-Derek Hall
Tri-County Community School District - Public Measure MN
Summary: To adopt a Revenue Purpose Statement specifying the use of 

revenues the Tri-County Community School District will receive from the 
State of Iowa Secure an Advanced Vision for Education Fund.
In the Tri-County Community School District, the following Revenue Pur-

pose Statement which specifies the use of revenues the Tri-County Com-
munity School District will receive from the State of Iowa Secure an Ad-
vanced Vision for Education Fund shall be adopted.
To provide funds to acquire or install information technology infrastruc-

ture (including improving buildings or sites for the purpose of accessing 
broadband digital telecommunications) and school safety and security in-
frastructure.
To provide funds to build and furnish a new school building or buildings; to 

build and furnish addition(s) to school buildings in the District; to remodel, 
reconstruct, repair, expand, and improve the school buildings in the Dis-
trict; to purchase and improve grounds; for demolition work; to furnish and 
equip district facilities.
To provide funds for the purchase, lease or lease-purchase of buildings, 

equipment (including transportation and recreation equipment), or tech-
nology and to repair transportation equipment for transporting students as 
authorized by law, to implement energy conservation measures, sharing 
or rental of facilities including a joint infrastructure project for the purposes 
of offering classes under district-to-community college programs as autho-
rized in Iowa Code Section 423F.3(3)(c), procuring or acquisition of librar-
ies, or opening roads to schoolhouses or buildings.
To provide funds to purchase land as part of start-up costs for new student 

construction program or if the sale of the previous student construction was 
insufficient to purchase land, and to purchase construction materials and 
supplies for a student-constructed building or shed intended to be retained 
by and used by the District. To provide funds to make payments to a mu-
nicipality or other entity as required under Iowa Code Section 403.19(2).
To provide funds for demolition, cleanup, and other costs if such costs are 

necessitated by, and incurred within two years of, a disaster.
To provide funds for radon testing and mitigation.
To provide funds to establish and maintain public recreation places and 

playgrounds; provide for supervision and instruction for recreational activ-
ities; or for community education purposes.
To provide funds for the payment of principal and interest or retirement of 

general obligation bonds issued for school infrastructure purposes, ener-
gy improvement loans, loan agreements authorized by Iowa Code Section 
297.36, sales, service and use tax revenue bonds issued under Iowa Code 
Section 423E.5 or Iowa Code Section 423F.4.
To provide funds for property tax relief; and
To provide funds for other authorized expenditures and purposes as now 

or hereafter permitted by law and designated by the Tri-County Commu-
nity School District.
It being understood that if this public measure should fail to be approved 

by the voters, such failure shall not be construed to terminate or restrict au-
thority previously granted by voters to expend receipts from the Secure an 
Advanced Vision for Education Fund.
If approved, this Revenue Purpose Statement shall remain in effect until 

replaced or amended by the Tri-County Community School District.
Indian Hills Community College-Director District #1 {Vote for no 

more than one)
Beth Danowsky
Certif ied by Christy Bates Keokuk County Auditor and 

Commissioner of Elections
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AGR -VIEWAGR -VIEW
Iowa's Archery, Early Muzzleloader 
Seasons are Underway

By: Jace Elliott, State 
Deer Biologist, Iowa 

DNR
Iowa’s archery deer 

season began October 
1, and while the weather 
was more in line with 
the Iowa State Fair than 
deer season, hunters 
have been out in their 
tree stands and as of 
Tuesday morning, re-
ported harvesting more 
than 5,000 deer.

“We have a really 
strong contingent of 
archery hunters in the 
state,” said Jace Elliott, 
state deer biologist for 
the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources 
(DNR). “It’s their pas-
sion and they spend a 
lot of time in the timber. 
For many, this is their 
favorite time of year.”

Roughly 70,000 Io-
wans climb into their 
tree stands each fall, 
harvesting an estimat-
ed 20,000 deer in 2024. 
Archery season is the 
longest of Iowa’s deer 
seasons, offering hunt-
ing opportunities from 
October 1 through Jan-
uary 10, with a 16-day 
temporary closure for 
the regular gun seasons be-
ginning Dec. 6.

Also open is the early muz-
zleloader season that has 
a quota of 7,500 any deer 
licenses. The early muzzle-
loader season is for Iowa 
residents only, and closes Oc-
tober 19. Hunters reported 
harvesting more than 2,500 
deer during the 2024 early 
muzzleloader season.

Many hunters will be tar-
geting acorn rich areas as the 
oaks had a strong production 
year. Deer are more active in 
the low light hours of the ear-
ly morning and late evening 
and Elliott said studies sug-
gest deer may be on their feet 
longer in the morning hours 
this time of year.

“Mornings are a good time 
to see deer, harvest deer – 
research suggests that the 
morning has a longer move-
ment window than the eve-
ning during this early part of 
the season,” he said.

While the forecast calls for 
temperatures to be more sea-
sonal, hunters should have a 
plan for when they harvest a 
deer.

“If you’re taking it to a lock-
er, be in touch with them 
before going out. Consider 
bringing a cooler with ice in 
it to cool down the chest cavi-
ty, and plan to get the hide off 
early to help it cool down if 
you plan to butcher yourself,” 
he said.

Archery hunters spend a 
lot to time in a tree stand, 
and because of that, the Iowa 
DNR has partnered with 
them to collect information 
on the wildlife they see as 
part of the bow hunter obser-
vation survey.

The bow hunter observa-
tion survey has been con-
ducted each year since 2004, 
collecting population infor-
mation on deer, turkeys and 
select furbearers. And this 
year, hunter participation in 
the survey has been really 
good.

“We’ve had a record re-
sponse from our bow hunters 
which is great to see,” Elliott 
said. “It provides really good 
data and feedback from our 
hunters.”

If bow hunters would like 
to be part of the survey, they 
need to make sure to have 
a current email associated 
with the DNR account, he 
said. “We are committed to a 
strong partnership with our 
deer hunters, who are pri-
marily responsible for man-
aging the deer herd in the 
state.”

Iowa’s deer population 
varies across the state. In 
Western Iowa, the herd has 

seen a significant population 
decline over the past decade 
plus. The DNR is working 
to reverse that trend through 
regulation changes to reduce 
doe harvest while still offer-
ing hunting opportunities.

In Central Iowa, the pop-
ulation is considered stable 
with some pockets where 
the herd has declined due to 
recent hemorrhagic disease 
outbreaks in recent years. 
Eastern Iowa has a stable to 
increasing population, espe-
cially in east central region 
where antlerless tags were 
added to increase doe har-
vest. 

“We will continue to mon-
itor local populations to 
maintain balanced, quality 
deer herds,” he said.

Hemorrhagic disease has 
been exceptionally mild this 
year, with only 16 total sus-
pect reports in the state. The 
lack of presence of the disease 
following years of back to 
back severe outbreaks should 
help some of the impacted ar-
eas to recover.

Information on deer man-
agement, chronic wasting 
disease response plan, deer 
program reports and more is 
available online at www.iow-
adnr.gov/deer

Deer donation program
Hunters may sign up as 

a deer donor with the Iowa 
Deer Exchange at www.io-
wadnr.gov/deer then scroll 
down to Iowa’s Deer Ex-
change Program link. There, 
donors can provide their in-
formation on what they are 
willing to donate. The data-
base creates a map and table 
with information deer do-
nors and deer recipients can 
use to get connected. Partic-
ipants requesting venison far 
outnumber those willing to 
donate. There is no cost to 
participate. It is illegal to sell 
wild fish and game in Iowa.

The Iowa DNR, the Food 
Bank of Iowa and 31 meat 
lockers are participating in 
the Help Us Stop Hunger 
program for 2025. Hunters 
are encouraged to contact a 
participating locker before 
they harvest a deer to see if 
the locker has any additional 
drop-off instructions.

Be sure to report your 
harvest

Hunters who harvest a 
deer are required to report 
their harvest by midnight 
on the day after it is tagged 
or before taking it to a locker 
or taxidermist. The hunter 
whose name is on the trans-
portation tag is responsible 
for making the report. If no 
deer is harvested, no report is 
necessary.

Successful hunters have 
the option to report the har-
vest through the Go Out-
doors Iowa app, by texting 
the registration number to 
1-800-771-4692 and follow 
the prompts, online at www.
iowadnr.gov, by phone at the 
number listed on the tag, or 
through a license vendor 
during their regular business 
hours.

Phone use while hunting
Reminder to hunters that 

the use of cellphones, one or 
two-way radios to commu-
nicate the location or direc-
tion of game or furbearing 
animals or to coordinate the 
movement of other hunters is 
prohibited.

While cell trail cameras are 
allowed on the landscape, in-
cluding on public land, they 
cannot be used on the hunt.

Tree stand safety
Falls associated with tree 

stand use are the most com-
mon hunting incidents 
during the bow season. 
Hunters are encouraged to 
check all their gear to make 
sure it is in proper working 
order, especially tree stands 
and safety harnesses, before 
heading to the timber.

•	 Hunters should always 
wear a safety harness and 
use caution when climbing. 
Get familiar with the safety 
harness and read the instruc-
tions for it and for the tree 
stand so you know how to 
use it properly and its limita-
tions.

•	 Select a tree that fits the 
tree stand recommended 
limits and follow the three-
point rule of tree stand safety 
– always have three points of 
contact to the steps or ladder 
before moving.

•	 Remember the elements 
– rain, frost, ice or snow can 
cause steps to become slip-
pery so check the security of 
the step before placing any 
weight on it.

•	 Use a haul line to pull 
gear and the unloaded fire-
arm or bow to the stand and 
to lower the gear on the op-
posite side of the tree. Never 
climb with anything in your 
hands or on your back.

•	 Falls from tree stands 
are required to be reported 
to the DNR if a person seeks 
medical attention for an in-
jury received while entering, 
exiting or sitting in a stand.

•	 Basic rules of tree stand 
safety don’t apply to just bow 
hunters, but to firearm hunt-
ers using an elevated device 
or stand.

Hunters are encouraged 
to keep their phone on their 
person and not in a backpack 
for safety reasons.

Courtesy of the Iowa DNR

Consistent watering essential 
for new trees this fall
By: Emma Hanigan, Urban 
Forestry Coordinator, Iowa 

DNR
Fall is usually a good time 

to plant trees with mild 
temperatures and adequate 
ground moisture.  With 
drought conditions across 
Iowa this fall, watering new-
ly planted trees on a regular 
schedule through the 2026 
growing season is essential 
for a strong start and healthy 
life.  If growing conditions 
are significantly dry in your 
area, consider waiting un-
til next spring to plant new 
trees.

Shade trees can reduce 
heating and cooling costs, 
improve the air we breathe, 
add beauty and color to back-
yards, provide shelter from 
the wind and sun, and make 
our communities a better 
place to live.

A properly planted and 
maintained tree will grow 
faster and live longer than 
one that is incorrectly plant-
ed.

“Properly planted and 
maintained trees will have a 
better opportunity for a long, 
healthy life,” said Iowa DNR 

district forester Mark Vitosh. 
“Improperly planted and 
maintained trees can become 
stressed more easily or may 
look otherwise healthy, but 
then suddenly die in the first 
10 to 20 years after planting.”

“The work does not stop 
after planting,” explains Vi-
tosh. “Proper tree health 
monitoring and long term 
maintenance like watering, 
mulching, and structural 
pruning helps promote qual-
ity trees long-term.”

Follow these simple tips to 
properly plant and maintain 
a healthy tree:

•	 Select a species that 
matches your site’s growing 
conditions (i.e. soil type, soil 
drainage, available growing 
space, full sun or shade, etc.).

•	 Always call Iowa One 
Call-811 before you start 
digging to locate any under-
ground utilities.

•	 Remove top soil from 
the original root ball until 
you can see the first later-
al root. This first main root 
should be just below soil 
grade when planting.

•	 Examine the root sys-
tem and prune any circling 
roots.

•	 Measure the distance 
just above the first lateral 
root to the bottom of the root 
ball; that is the depth that you 
should dig the planting hole. 
Proper planting depth is key 
to long-term tree survival. 
If the hole is dug too deep 
the tree can settle over time 
which can cause long-term 
health issues.

•	 Dig the hole at least 
twice as wide as the root 
ball, to loosen the soil and 
promote good lateral root 
growth.

•	 Once the tree is planted, 
slowly water the planting hole 
(focus water in the location 
of the root ball) to settle the 
soil. As the tree grows, water 
the expanding root system 
further away from the initial 
root ball.

•	 If you have planted new 
trees within the last 3 years 
consider some supplemental 
watering during the dry con-
ditions this fall.

Find more tips on how to 
properly plant a tree, select 
diverse trees and proper tree 
care after planting on the 
DNR webpage at www.iow-
adnr.gov/planttrees.

Courtesy of Metro Creative Connection

Iowa Beef Center’s 
Third Annual Genetic 
Symposium Is Nov. 19–20

By: Sherry Hoyer
AMES – The Iowa Beef 

Center at Iowa State Uni-
versity will host the third 
annual Genetic Sympo-
sium Nov. 19–20 in Ames, 
at the ISU Hansen Agri-
culture Student Learning 
Center.

This year's symposium, 
planned by the Iowa Beef 
Center and Randie Culb-
ertson, assistant professor 
and cow-calf specialist 
with ISU Extension and 
Outreach, will focus on the 
practical implementation of 
genetic tools and technol-
ogies for commercial beef 
production. The event is de-
signed to provide produc-
ers, industry professionals 
and students with in-depth 
knowledge and experience 
to make informed genetic 
decisions that enhance herd 
performance and profit-
ability.

Symposium highlights 
and topics

The two-day event will 
feature a combination of 
classroom-style learning 
and hands-on sessions cov-
ering topics crucial to beef 
production. In addition to 
producer panels and a panel 
of leading genetic company 
representatives, key areas of 

discussion will include:
•	 Current tools for ge-

netic improvement and 
their application

•	 The importance of 
phenotype and data collec-
tion

•	 Strategies to effectively 
use genomics in commer-
cial herds

•	 Updates on new Ex-
pected Progeny Differences 
(EPDs) and genetic defects

“Hands-on demonstra-
tions have been a crowd fa-
vorite in the past,” Culbert-
son said. “During this year’s 
rotations, participants will 
get to see several technol-
ogies in action, including 
a demonstration of tissue 
collection for DNA testing, 
targeted mating decision 
using RightMate and an AI 
simulation model.”

After the first day’s ses-
sions, attendees will enjoy a 
dinner sponsored by Zoetis 
and prepared by the ISU 
Meat Lab, followed by some 
fun activities, including a 
mock feeder cattle auction.

Designed to increase the 
exposure of genetic and 
reproductive technologies 
available in the beef indus-
try, the Genetic Symposium 
has been attended by over 
160 cattlemen and women 
from nine states during its 

first two years. Past attend-
ees noted that participation 
in the program was esti-
mated to increase the farm’s 
economic return by an av-
erage of $7.50 per head for 
an average of nearly $1,700 
per beef enterprise.

Registration details
The symposium begins 

Nov. 19 at noon and runs 
through noon on Nov. 20, 
with all sessions held at 
the Hansen Agriculture 
Student Learning Center, 
located at 2508 Mortensen 
Road, Ames.

Registration is $75 per 
person through Nov. 13, 
and includes break refresh-
ments, dinner on Nov. 19 
and symposium materials. 
After that date, registra-
tion increases to $85 per 
person. A block of rooms 
is available at the Spring 
Hill Suites, 1810 SE 16th St., 
Ames, for $99 per room. 
Reservation deadline for 
rooms is Saturday, Nov. 1.

See the symposium web-
site for program schedule, 
links to registration and 
lodging, and sponsorship 
opportunities.

For more information, 
contact Culbertson by 
email at rculber@iastate.
edu or by phone at 515-294-
6304.



The News-ReviewThe News-Review8B • Wednesday, October 22, 2025 AGR -VIEWAGR -VIEW

Jefferson Co 93 AC+-
Jefferson Co 723 AC+-
Keokuk Co 38 AC+-
Mahaska Co 92 AC+-
Wapello Co 15 AC+-
Wapello Co 64 AC+-

Wapello Co 77.5 AC+-
Wapello Co 20 AC+-
Washington Co 13 AC+-
Washington Co 20 AC+-
Washington Co 17 6AC+-
Washington Co 94 AC+-

Are you missing the 
Recipe of the week? 
Become a sponsor!

Contact Katie at
641-790-1841 or

sales@sigourneynewsreview.
com for more details.

Secretary Naig Announces Eight Additional 
Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Projects
Projects restore the 
land while improving 
water quality and soil 
health

DES MOINES – Iowa Sec-
retary of Agriculture Mike 
Naig today announced 
that the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship is beginning 
construction on eight addi-
tional abandoned mine land 
(AML) reclamation projects 
in southeast Iowa. The eight 
projects, which represent 
more than $5 million in com-
bined investment by the De-
partment, are expected to be 
complete by the end of 2026.

"The Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship is committed 
to working alongside our 
public and private partners 
to restore and protect our 
rich natural resources. Each 
abandoned mine land rec-
lamation project reflects the 
state’s ongoing investment in 
conservation and is a visible 
sign of progress, producing 
cleaner water, healthier soil, 
and safer land for future 
generations,” said Secretary 
Naig. “These AML projects 
reduce hazards, improve 
wildlife habitat and create 
new opportunities for agri-
culture, conservation and 
recreation in Iowa.”

Coal mining began in Iowa 
as early as the 1840s with coal 
production peaking around 
1917. Years later, the feder-
al government enacted the 
Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977, 
which required companies to 
remove hazards and stabilize 
coal mines after they finished 
mining. This legislation 
paved the way for the De-
partment’s AML program, 
which began in 1983. Iowa 
has more than 13,000 acres of 
AML sites located primarily 
in Davis, Mahaska, Marion, 
Monroe, Van Buren and Wa-
pello counties.

AML sites may include 
dangerous piles, embank-
ments, high walls, pit ponds 
and bare acidic soils that need 
to be graded and neutralized 
for reclamation. Funding for 
reclamations is made avail-

able through a partnership 
with the Office of Surface 
Mining, Reclamation and 
Enforcement (OSMRE) lo-
cated in the United States 
Department of the Interior.

These eight projects are in 
addition to 10 others current-
ly under construction. An 
additional 12 sites are in the 
design and planning phase. 
Approximately 122 projects 
have been completed during 
the past four decades, with 
a total investment of nearly 
$112 million dollars. There 
are approximately 138 sites 
awaiting reclamation.

Name of Project: Crozier 
Family

Location: Marion County
Construction Bid Award-

ed: September 2025
Anticipated Completion: 

December 2026
Approximate Cost: 

$463,090
Approximate Size: 16 acres
Partners: LT Leon and 

Associates, Pathfinders Re-
source Conservation and De-
velopment (RC&D), OSM-
RE, Marion County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(SWCD), Nail Excavating, 
Private Landowners

Details: The reclamation 
will involve the movement of 
approximately 125,000 cubic 
yards of earthwork and re-
mediation of dangerous piles 
and embankments and dan-
gerous high walls.

Name of Project: Feagins
Location: Marion County
Construction Bid Award-

ed: September 2025
Anticipated Completion: 

December 2026
Approximate Cost: 

$246,558
Approximate Size: 6 acres
Partners: Snyder and As-

sociates, Pathfinders RC&D, 
Marion County, OSMRE, 
Cornerstone Excavating Inc., 
Private Landowners

Details: The reclamation 
will involve the movement of 
approximately 33,500 cubic 
yards of earthwork, highwall 
and dangerous piles and em-
bankments.

Name of Project: Kloot-
wyk

Location: Marion County
Construction Bid Award-

ed: September 2025
Anticipated Completion: 

December 2026
Approximate Cost: 

$2,180,969
Approximate Size: 99 acres
Partners: Trihydro Corpo-

ration, Pathfinders RC&D, 
OSMRE, Marion County 
SWCD, Nail Excavating, Pri-
vate Landowners

Details: The reclamation 
will involve the movement of 
approximately 884,000 cubic 
yards of earthwork and re-
mediation of dangerous piles 
and embankments, danger-
ous highwalls, spoil areas, 
dangerous pit ponds, and 
clogged stream lands.

Name of Project: North 
King

Location: Marion County
Construction Bid Award-

ed: September 2025
Anticipated Completion: 

December 2026
Approximate Cost: 

$1,125,267.25
Approximate Size: 55 acres
Partners: Trihydro Corpo-

ration, Pathfinders RC&D, 
OSMRE, Marion SWCD, 
Hammes Bulldozing Inc., 
Private Landowners

Details: The reclamation 
will involve the movement 
of approximately 424,000 
cubic yards of earthwork and 
the remediation of danger-
ous piles and embankments, 
dangerous high walls, spoil 
areas, dangerous pit ponds, 
and clogged stream lands.

Name of Project: Vander 
Veer

Location: Marion County
Construction Bid Award-

ed: September 2025
Anticipated Completion: 

December 2026
Approximate Cost: 

$349,288
Approximate Size: 13 acres
Partners: Shive-Hattery, 

Inc., Pathfinders RC&D, 
OSMRE, Marion County 
SWCD, Stek Construction, 
Private Landowners

Details: The reclamation 
will involve the movement of 
approximately 88,000 cubic 
yards of earthwork and re-
mediation of dangerous piles 
and embankments, danger-
ous high walls and spoil ar-
eas.

Name of Project: B Caves
Location: Van Buren 

County
Construction Bid Award-

ed: September 2025
Anticipated Completion: 

December 2026
Approximate Cost: 

$233,849
Approximate Size: 10.4 

acres
Partners: French Reneker 

and Associates, Pathfinders 
RC&D, OSMRE, Van Buren 
County SWCD, Wilkinson 
Construction LLC., Private 
Landowners

Details: The reclamation 
will involve the movement of 
approximately 29,899 cubic 
yards of earthwork and re-
mediation of clogged stream 
lands.

Name of Project: R Caves
Location: Van Buren 

County
Construction Bid Award-

ed: September 2025
Anticipated Completion: 

December 2026
Approximate Cost: $69,851
Approximate Size: 3.1 acres
Partners: French Reneker 

and Associates, Pathfinders 
RC&D, OSMRE, Van Buren 
County SWCD, Wilkinson 
Construction LLC., Private 
Landowners

Details: The reclamation 
will involve the movement 
of approximately 3,936 cubic 
yards of earthwork and re-
mediation of clogged stream 
lands.

Name of Project: Taylor
Location: Wapello County
Construction Bid Award-

ed: September 2025
Anticipated Completion: 

December 2026
Approximate Cost: 

$358,000
Approximate Size: 9 acres
Partners: French Reneker 

and Associates, Pathfinders 
RC&D, OSMRE, Wapel-
lo County SWCD, Legacy 
Grading, Private Landown-
ers

Details: The reclamation 
will involve the movement of 
approximately 18,000 cubic 
yards of earthwork and re-
mediation of dangerous piles 
and embankments.

Septoria leaf spot on a tomato

Autumn Garden Cleanup: 
A Crucial Step in 
Preventing Plant Diseases

By: Aaron J. Steil, 
Chelsea Harbach

AMES, Iowa – As the crisp 
air of autumn settles over 
Iowa and the trees begin 
their colorful transforma-
tion, gardeners are turning 
their attention to one of the 
most important, and often 
overlooked tasks of the sea-
son: fall cleanup. Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach experts advise that 
neglecting the garden now 
can promote more disease 
problems next spring.

During this time of year, 
plants that are affected by 
pathogens often display un-
sightly foliage. “If infected 
plant debris is left to linger 
through the winter, gardens 
become an overwintering site 
for disease-causing patho-
gens like fungal spores,” said 
Aaron Steil, consumer hor-
ticulture extension special-
ist with ISU Extension and 
Outreach. “Problems like 
powdery mildews, rose black 
spot and tomato early blight 
can overwinter in dead and 
decaying leaves and stems, 
poised to infect plants again 
with spring and summer 
rains.”

Chelsea Harbach, plant 
disease diagnostician with 
the Plant and Insect Diag-
nostic Clinic at Iowa State 
University, emphasizes that 
fall is not merely a time to 
tidy up; it’s a strategic mo-
ment to break the cycle of in-
fection. Removing diseased 
plant material, cutting back 
perennials and disposing of 
diseased fallen leaves are es-
sential steps in reducing the 
reservoir of pathogens.

“A clean garden in the fall 

is your best insurance for a 
healthy start in spring,” she 
said.

In some areas of the gar-
den, a thorough cleanup is 
best. “Many vegetables have 
a wide range of serious dis-
ease issues. Removing plant 
debris, fallen produce and 
cleaning support structures 
like tomato cages is a great 
start to a healthier garden 
next spring,” said Steil. He 
also suggests gardeners con-
sider planting a cover crop 
or putting down a layer of 
mulch over winter once plant 
material is removed to help 
reduce weeds and soil ero-
sion.

A clean slate may not be 
necessary in other garden 
areas. Steil notes that many 
gardeners want to leave be-
hind stems and leaves from 
perennials, trees and shrubs 
to provide overwintering 
material for native insects 
and food for animals and 
birds. In perennial beds, be 
selective about what gets 
cleaned and removed. “Hol-
lyhocks covered in rust and 
leaves from lilacs covered in 
powdery mildew can be re-
moved, while healthy plant 
material can stay to help with 
overwintering,” he said. Any 
diseased materials should be 
discarded properly. Do not 
add this material to home 
compost piles, as most do not 
get warm enough to kill dis-
ease-causing pathogens.

“Beyond disease preven-
tion, fall cleanup offers a mo-
ment of reflection,” Harbach 
added. “It’s a chance to assess 
what thrived and what strug-
gled, plan crop rotations and 
consider planting disease-re-
sistant varieties next year.”

ISU Extension and Outreach 
Pilots Programming Focused on 
Improving Electric Grid Resilience

By: Esther Crompton, 
Luke Seaberg

AMES – Iowans are no 
strangers to weather that 
tests their communities. Tor-
nadoes, flooding, drought 
and hailstorms all leave their 
mark. But the widespread de-
struction of the 2020 derecho 
forced many towns to look 
more closely at what can be 
done to limit the fallout of fu-
ture high-impact events.

As part of its strategic plan, 
Iowa State University Exten-
sion and Outreach identified 
a new focus area: adaptive 
and sustainable natural and 
built environments. One of 
the first projects in that prior-
ity area centers on a key piece 
of disaster management — 
strengthening the resilience 
of communities’ electrical 
systems.

That effort has taken shape 
in "Powering Through: A 
Community Toolkit for Elec-
trical Resilience in Iowa," 

developed by Luke Sea-
berg, community develop-
ment specialist, and Esther 
Crompton, communications 
specialist, in collaboration 
with Anne Kimber, director 
of the College of Engineer-
ing’s Electric Power Research 
Center.

The 12-chapter toolkit 
leads communities through 
the process of creating and 
beginning to implement 
a resilience strategy. It in-
cludes sections on forming 
a strong planning team, en-
gaging stakeholders, catego-
rizing critical infrastructure, 
planning and carrying out 
solutions, and identifying 
external funding to offset 
costs. It also explores cre-
ative approaches such as local 
backup generation with solar, 
battery storage or diesel, and 
building microgrids to help 
keep the power on during 
and after disasters.

This July, the project wel-

comed its inaugural cohort 
of participating communi-
ties: Panora, Bloomfield/Da-
vis County School District, 
Danville, Atlantic, Grinnell 
and Greenfield. Each com-
munity brings its own stage 
of readiness, with different 
needs and challenges, but all 
share a willingness to plan 
ahead. Over the next nine 
months, local resilience com-
mittees will meet with facil-
itators, including Seaberg, 
who will guide them through 
the toolkit while providing 
education, technical assis-
tance, strategic support and 
funding suggestions.

“We’re really excited to 
bring this work out to com-
munities across Iowa,” Sea-
berg said. “Our team mem-
bers include people who 
have worked with both large 
investor-owned utilities and 
smaller municipal utilities, 
on commercial solar projects, 
in community and economic 

development, in science com-
munication and in local gov-
ernment. During the toolkit’s 
development we also had the 
opportunity to talk with state 
and federal emergency man-
agement professionals, power 
systems engineers, first re-
sponders and academic re-
searchers studying resilience 
across various disciplines.”

Funding for the toolkit and 
pilot comes from a grant to 
the Electric Power Research 
Center from the Iowa Eco-
nomic Development Au-
thority’s Energy Office. The 
funds serve as a pass-through 
from the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy, supported by the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law.

For more information 
about the toolkit and future 
cohorts, contact Seaberg 
at seaberg@iastate.edu or 
Crompton at eecrompt@
iastate.edu.

Smart grid system by InfiniteFlow/stock.adobe.com.
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