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Keswick Trick or 
Treat

City of Keswick
Friday, Oct. 31 from 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
----------------------------

Delta Haunted 
House

Delta Fire Station, 103 
N. 2nd St, Delta

Oct. 31
8 p.m. to midnight
----------------------------

Blood Drive
Holy Trinity Catholic 

Church Parish Center 
Classroom

109 N. Lincoln St, Keota
Thursday, Oct. 30, 2:00 

- 6:30 p.m.
----------------------------

Wilson Memorial 
Library 
Spooktacular 
Halloween Bash

Thursday, Oct. 30, 4:30 
- 5:30 p.m.

109 E. Washington Ave, 
Keota

----------------------------
KCCN Haunted 
Kewash Trail 
Fundraiser

Thursday, Oct. 30, after 
Keota Trick or Treat

Refreshments & Glow 
Bracelets, Spooky Trail 
Walk, Story Time & Fun 
Activities

----------------------------
Hedrick Halloween

Oct. 31
Trick or Treat from 6-8 

p.m.
Parade at 5:30 p.m
Trunk or Treat on Main 

Street following parade
Hot Dogs in 

Community Center
----------------------------

Trick or Treat 
Around Square 
Sigourney

Oct. 30th 3:30 pm - 5pm
Trick or Treat Night 

Sigourney 6-8 p.m.
----------------------------

North Keokuk 
County Fire Dept. 
Firemans Supper

Sat. November 1st 4:00 
p.m to 7:00 p.m.

Grilled Tenderloin, 
Redskin Potatoes, Baked 
Beans, mac & Cheese, 
Coleslaw.

----------------------------
Christian Church 
Free Will Donation 
Soup Supper 

Nov. 5th 5:00 p.m - ?

Print your favorite memories
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Sigourney, Iowa
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$9,900,000 Bond Referendum for Sigourney 
High School Building Updates in Voters' Hands

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

Sigourney – "Shall the 
Board of Directors of the 
Sigourney Community 
School District in the Coun-
ty of Keokuk, State of Iowa, 
be authorized to contract 
indebtedness and issue 
General Obligation Bonds 
in an amount not to exceed 
$9,900,000 to provide funds 
to remodel, repair, and im-
prove the existing junior / 
senior high school, including 
HVAC, fire alarm, mechan-
ical, plumbing, and security 
improvements?"

This question will be up 
to voters in the Sigourney 
School District to decide in 
the upcoming election, held 
on Nov. 4. If this bond ref-
erendum passes, the high 
school will begin a large-
scale infrastructure update, 
similar to the infrastructure 
update carried out at the el-
ementary over the summer 
of last year. This vote comes 
after months of planning 
and community involve-
ment, including surveys sent 
out to households, meetings 
with staff and students, and 
the creation of a communi-
ty task force to help decide 
which updates to prioritize.

The district held two 
open-houses, on Oct. 15 and 
22, where members of the 
public were given an over-
view of the project and given 
a tour of the school build-
ing, which opened in 1967. 
Superintendent Kevin Hat-
field stated that the planned 
updates, requested by staff, 
students and the communi-
ty, were practical, basic up-
grades. He stated that there is 
not a full design for the proj-
ect yet, just a basic outline 
and items they plan to focus 
on. Hatfield noted that the 
elementary upgrade, which 
was funded by borrowing 

against the district’s SAVE 
dollars, ended on time and 
under budget.

Hatfield explained that 
the following updates are 
planned:

-Adding a new secure 
front entrance with a pass-
through visitor check-in 
and student services area. 
Hatfield explained that this 
would add a “person trap” 
like the one at the elementa-
ry, where guests will need to 
scan an ID before being let 
into the office, and then let 
into the school. Hatfield also 
stated that they will need to 
add similar security mea-
sures at the back entrance.

-Upgrading the fire 
alarms and adding 
voice-annunciation. Hat-
field explained that the cur-
rent alarm system has false 
alarms once a week and 
contains parts that can’t be 
replaced.

-Adding ADA-compliant 
exterior and interior doors.

-Complete restroom ren-
ovations, including ren-
ovating the restrooms to 
make them ADA compli-
ant. Hatfield explained that 
the current restrooms are 
too cramped for someone in 
a wheelchair to use and that 
they planned to renovate the 

restrooms by the cafeteria, 
the ones by the high school 
gym, and the restrooms by 
the south door in the junior 
high.

-Replacing and upgrad-
ing classroom heating and 
cooling units. Hatfield 
explained that many class-
rooms have 50-year-old 
heaters that leak and that 
some of them do not work. 
Maintenance Director Jason 
Shifflett stated that he has 
to scavenge parts off other 
heaters to keep them run-
ning. 

-Upgrading the gym 
HVAC for better airflow 
and dehumidification. Hat-
field explained that the gym 
ventilation doesn’t work 
properly, resulting in it get-
ting hot and sweaty, which 
forces them to sometimes 
stop volleyball games be-
cause of the humidity. He 
clarified that they would not 
be adding air conditioning, 
but would be increasing air-
flow in the gym.

-Installing new water 
heaters and hot water pip-
ing. Shifflett stated that years 
of hard water had been hard 
on the boiler system and that 
it was difficult to turn some 
of the valves. He stated that it 
currently works fine, but that 

they will have problems with 
the boilers in the future.

-Removal and abatement 
of asbestos flooring.

-Improving lunchroom 
access and circulation.

-Updating the main elec-
trical systems and distribu-
tion.

-Adding a new energy 
management control sys-
tem.

-Replacement of aging 
sanitary and water lines.

If the bond referendum 
passes, district residents will 
have to pay $2.70 per $1,000 
of taxable property over the 
course of twenty tears. Hat-
field compared this to giving 
up a pizza every month. He 
noted that the district’s tax 

rate had gone down in recent 
years; ten years ago, the tax 
rate was $14.36 per $1,000, 
compared to the current 
$11.36. Hatfield stated that, 
despite the higher rate, the 
district didn’t upgrade the 
school in the past. He stated 
that, unlike most districts, 
Sigourney hasn’t had debt 
for 15 years, but that they 
needed to now borrow mon-
ey for larger projects. Hat-
field explained that there is 
a tax calculator on the school 
website residents could use 
to see how much they would 
have to pay if the referendum 
passes.

One of the nearly 60-year-old heaters.

The school's water pipes

The school entrance
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County Ambulance Service 
Considering Tax Levy for 
Equipment and Payroll

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – During 
the Oct. 27 meeting of the 
Keokuk County Board of 
Supervisors, Cody Davis and 
Taylor Zehr from Keokuk 
County Ambulance spoke 
with the supervisors about 
potentially having a tax levy 
to help pay for a a budget defi-
cit in payroll and equipment. 
The vote for this tax levy will 
not be on the ballot next week 
and would be voted on in a 
later year. Davis explained 
that the money raised would 
also go to support the sev-
en volunteer non-transport 
EMS services in the county. 
He noted that the last am-
bulance they purchased cost 
$300,000 for just the truck, 
more with the equipment. 
Zehr stated that, a few years 
ago, they obtained a grant to 
give LUCAS chest compres-

sion devices to the smaller 
EMS services and that these 
devices cost $11,000 each and 
$1,000 for the batteries.

Davis stated that they were 
allowed to levy up to 75 cents 
per $1,000 of taxable prop-
erty, but stated he didn’t 
know how much that would 
generate. He stated that he 
didn’t think they would need 
the max levy and that he, as 
a taxpayer, didn’t want the 
max levy. Zehr stated that 
they can make a budget once 
they find out how much the 
levy will generate. Davis said 
they might just need just a 50 
cent levy. Supervisor Mike 
Hadley estimated a 50 cent 
levy would generate around 
$350,000.

Auditor Christy Bates ex-
plained that the ambulance 

Keota Council Approves 
Putting Stickers on Properties 
with Overgrown Lawns

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

KEOTA – During the Oct. 
20 meeting of the Keota City 
Council, the council ap-
proved changing mowing or-
dinances to state that, when a 
resident has a lawn violating 
city ordinances, like the ordi-
nance requiring grass longer 
than six inches be cut, the 
city code enforcer will place 
a notice on the property, no-
tifying the property owner of 
the violation. This ordinance 
was copied from the Sigour-
ney mowing ordinances.

Councilman Keith Conrad 
stated that they would give 
notification in the spring via 
the newspaper, stating whose 
lawns need to be mowed. 
He stated that door hangers 
or stickers would be placed 
on properties, giving people 
four days to mow and that, if 
lawns are not mowed, the city 
will send someone to mow it 
and charge a fee to the home-
owner. Councilman Heath 
McDonald explained that, in 
the past, they’d had problems 
with people not taking care 
of their properties, being sent 
multiple letters, and then, 
when the city goes to take 
care of the property, claim-
ing they hadn’t received the 
letters. He explained that the 
stickers would be proof resi-
dents were notified.

The council looked over a 
$12,000 offer from the Keota 
school district to purchase a 
city-owned lot on Ellis Street, 
next to the school; a public 
hearing about this lot will 
be held be before the Nov. 3 
council meeting. The coun-
cil approved offering pool 
passes to purchase as Christ-
mas gifts; City Clerk Hunter 
Bruns stated that these pass-
es were very popular last year 
and that they would also be 
selling monthly passes and 
aerobics only passes this 
year. She asked the council if 
she could donate pool passes 
to local fundraisers or auc-
tions; the council stated she 
could, and that this should 
be judged on a case by case 
basis. Councilman Mike 
Bender stated that the city 
had received no bids for the 
garage discussed at previous 
meetings meaning it would 
be torn down.

Mayor Tony Cansler stated 
that the city was in discus-
sion with the Keokuk Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department to 
provide police coverage. He 
stated that nothing had been 
agreed upon yet, but that 
a 28e agreement had been 
drawn up for both parties to 
look over. Cansler stated that 
this was the closest they had 
been to getting new police 
coverage.

TAX LEVY 
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Voting Districts
Members of the Sigour-

ney City Council and Pekin 
School Board are elected 
from specific wards/districts, 
unlike the other cities and 
schools in Keokuk Coun-
ty, which feature all at-large 
seats, where everyone is al-
lowed to vote for the candi-

date. In the upcoming elec-
tion on Nov. 4, the following 
district based candidates are 
running:

City of Sigourney
Ward 2 (Northwest)
Incumbent Stephani Lentz, 

Challenger Jesse Hannam
Ward 4 (Southeast)

Unopposed Challenger 
Larry Chmelar

At-Large
Challenger David Gold-

man, Challenger Jordan Al-
spach

Pekin School District
District 1 (Hedrick)
Unopposed Incumbent 

J.D. Olinger
District 5 (Packwood)
Incumbent John Joseph 

Greiner, Challenger Linda 
Brock

At-Large
Unopposed Incumbent 

Kortney Baumberger

Cornhole Tournament Benefit Held in Hedrick
By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

HEDRICK – A cornhole 
tournament benefit for James 
Myers, a local man suffer-
ing from Stage 3 Metastatic 
Melanoma, was held at the 
Carl Craft Civic Center on 
Oct. 25. Half of the proceeds 
from the tournament went 
to Myers’s medical bills. The 
benefit also featured arts and 
crafts, a welding simulator, 
and a silent auction featuring 
a South African safari.

“Anytime we get an oppor-
tunity to help anybody in our 
community, we’re willing to 
jump in and help,” said one 
of the event’s organizers.

Greenhouse Pest Control Continuing 
Instruction Course Now Available

SIGOURNEY — Iowa 
State University Exten-
sion and Outreach Keokuk 
County office will host a 
Greenhouse Pest Control 
Instruction Course (CIC) 
for commercial pesticide ap-
plicators on Tuesday, Nov. 4, 
2025. The program provided 
by the ISU Extension and 
Outreach Pesticide Safety 
Education Program (PSEP) 
can be seen at office locations 

across Iowa.
The local attendance site is 

Keokuk County Extension 
Office 400 220th Ave Suite 
A. Sigourney, IA 52591. Pre-
registration may be required. 
Walk-ins are not guaranteed 
admission. The course runs 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. The reg-
istration fee is $45. To regis-
ter or to obtain additional 
information about the CIC, 
contact Emily Belvel at the 

ISU Extension and Outreach 
Keokuk County office at 641-
622-2680 or ebelvel@iastate.
edu .

The course will fulfill 2025 
continuing instruction re-
quirements for commercial 
pesticide applicators certified 
in category 3G. Some of the 
topics covered will include 
information on pesticide use 
and the environment; pesti-
cide labels and comprehen-

sion; and pests, pest manage-
ment, and pesticides.

To obtain additional in-
formation about the CIC, 
contact Emily Belvel at the 
ISU Extension and Outreach 
office in Keokuk County at 
641-622-2680.

Additional information 
for this and other courses 
offered by the PSEP can be 
accessed at https://www.ex-
tension.iastate.edu/psep/. 

John Wehr Law
Fidelity Bank

First Resources
Grant Ranch

Brothers Market
Uplift Fitness
Barn Wired

City Hall
Wee Care Pediatrics

Keokuk Co. Ambulance
Sigourney Fire

Complete Care of Iowa
Sigourney Merchantile

Misc on Main

The News-Review
Copper Lantern
Public Health
Helmuth Ford

Sigourney TV & Appliance
Southern Iowa Mental Health

Shettler Insurance

Trick or TreatTrick or Treat
Around the SquareAround the Square

Located on the Square:

Off the Square:
Sigourney Christian Church

308 S Jefferson St, Sigourney
Stone Cottage Care Center
900 S Stone St, Sigourney
Amy’s Salon House & Spa
202 N Main St, Sigourney

MidWestOne Bank
(Sigourney branch)

112 N Main St, Sigourney
Manor House Care Center

1212 S Stuart St, Sigourney

Deer View Manor
1200 S Stuart St, Sigourney

Cassen's Mill
108 Ringgold St, Sigourney

Sigourney Lumber
802 N. Lumber. Sigourney
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AND CLINICS

MEDICAL CLINICS:
SIGOURNEY CLINIC

641-622-1170
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
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fax 641-622-2766

Professional DirectoryProfessional Directory

(Chili, Ham & Beans, 
Chicken Noodle).

-------------------------------
Fall Family Harvest 
Supper Delta Town 
and Country Center

Nov. 6th. 4:30 till 6:30 p. m. 
Pulled Pork, Cheesy Potatoes, 

Baked Beans, Potato Salad, 
Hot Dogs, Relish Tray, and 
desserts. 

Free Will offering. Dine in 
or for to go orders call 641-
660-7848.

-------------------------------
Knights of Columbus 

Fish Fry Nov. 7th 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m

Windhorst Club Harper
-------------------------------

Ladies Night Nov. 20th
4:00p.m - 8:00 p.m
Start at KCED Office. 112 E. 

Washington St. Sigourney. 
First 100 Ladies will receive 

a tote bag of goodies
-------------------------------

Sigourney American 
Legion Post #19

Meets 4:00 p.m., Third 
Tuesday of every month at 
Memorial Hall

-------------------------------
Keswick American 
Legion Post #319

Meets Monthly @ 5:30 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of 
each month

At the Keswick American 
Legion Post

To schedule an 
appointment, email 
Cindy Weber at caweber@
windstream.net or call 641-
636-2116

-------------------------------
Men's Caregiver 
Support Group

Bridget's Public House
208 1st Ave E. Oskaloosa, 

IA 52577
1st and 3rd Wednesday 

from 10:30am - 12 Noon.
-------------------------------

Richland Public 
Library

Tue s d ay/ We d ne s d ay/
Thursday: 2:30-6:00

Friday: Noon-5:00
Saturday: 10:00-1:00
Closed Sunday and Monday. 

For more information call 
319-456-6541

-------------------------------
Wilson Memorial 
Library

Mondays 10-6pm
Tuesdays, Wednesday, and 

Thursdays 10-5pm
Fridays 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturdays 8-12.
-------------------------------

Sigourney Public 
Library

M o n d a y / T u e s d a y /
Wednesday/Thursday 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
-------------------------------

Hedrick Public Library
Monday/Thursday/Friday 

2 - 6 p.m.
Tuesday 1 - 5 p.m.
Wednesday 12 - 4 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday Closed
-------------------------------

What Cheer Public 
Library

Monday 12:00-6:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 

p.m.
Friday 12:00-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00-11:00 a.m.
-------------------------------

Sigourney Kiwanis
Serving the community 

since 1969. Kiwanis meet 
Wednesdays, from 12 to 1 
p.m. at Keokuk County Bowl, 
visitors are welcome.

-------------------------------
Free Grace Recovery

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. at 
Free Grace United at 107 E 
Broadway St. What Cheer. 

For: All Addictions: any 
hurt, habit or hang up. Come 
as you are. 

Childcare provided. 
Everyone is welcome.

freegrace.tv/recovery 
-------------------------------

Old Keota Business
Anyone having old photos 

of former Keota businesses, 
please contact Larry Gale 
Sanders. The photos will 
be used in a Keota Business 
Pictorial Album.

-------------------------------
Keota Food Pantry

The food pantry in Keota is 
open on the last Sunday of the 
month at the United Church 
of Faith, 10-11 a.m. Anyone 
needing food is invited.

-------------------------------
Richland Community 
Food Bank

Located at Richland 
Methodist Church, 106 W 
South St. Richland, (319) 
456-2251 Sherry Jipp. Open 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
9:30-11:30 a.m. and Thursday 
5-7:00 p.m.

-------------------------------
City of Keota Public 
Meeting

Public meetings will be 
held on the First and Third 
Monday of each month. at 
7 p.m. at Keota City Hall. 
Special Meetings will be 
posted at City Hall.

-------------------------------
Keota School Board

The Keota School Board 
meets the second Thursday 
of each month, typically at 6 
p.m. 

-------------------------------
Keota VFW Auxiliary

The VFW Auxiliary meets 
the third Tuesday of each 
month, typically at the VFW 
building.

-------------------------------
Keokuk County 
Historical Society

Open Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

-------------------------------
Keokuk County 
Supervisors

The Keokuk County Board 
of Supervisors meets weekly 
on Mondays at 8:30 a.m. 

-------------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sigourney

AA Meetings at Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Wednesdays at 8 p.m. for 
more information, call (319) 
461-6869.

-------------------------------
Narcotics Anonymous- 
Sigourney

NA Meetings Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. 

615 S Jefferson St Sigourney
-------------------------------

Food Pantry-
Sigourney

Food Pantry Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Call the Lord’s Pantry at 

641-224-2588 or contact a 
minister

-------------------------------
Keokuk County Public 
Health

Keokuk County Public 
Health is here to serve you. 
We offer an array of services 
such as: home health services, 
immunizations, education, 
diabetic care, foot care, 
partner’s program, etc. We 
have walkers, wheelchairs, 
shower chairs, canes, etc. to 
loan out free of cost. Please call 
us if you or a loved one is in 
need. For more information, 
call (641) 622-3575. 

-------------------------------
Alcoholics 
Anonymous-Keota

AA every Monday at 7 
p.m. at the Good Neighbor 
Fellowship Church on 
Broadway.

-------------------------------
Alzheimer’s Support

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
meetings are held the first 
Monday of each month at 
the Presbyterian Church in 
Washington at 6:30 p.m.

-------------------------------
Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly

Weekly meetings Tuesdays, 
4:30pm - 5:30 pm

Keokuk County Extension 
Office, 641-777-1653

-------------------------------
Grief Share

Sigourney Chiristian 
Church, 308 S Jefferson St

Wednesdays at 1 p.m., 
beginning Nov. 6

No charge
-------------------------------

Fiddle Dee Dee
3rd Wednesday of every 

month, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Junk Journal Workday. 

Bring your own junk journals 
to build and work on. You can 
collaborate, share supplies, or 
ideas. 

-------------------------------
Keokuk County 
Democrats

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of 
every month at City Hall 7:00 
PM.

-------------------------------

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries
• story (no photos) runs for FREE
• story with black and white photo- $12
• story with color photo- $24
* Some restrictions may apply. 
If the story is an invitation to a celebration
or request for cards, it must run as an ad.

Share your story!
Contact us at
641-622-3110

info@sigourneynewsreview.com
120 E Washington St, Sigourney, IA 52591

MENUS
Goodwin Senior 

Dining Center 
(Wellman)

Oct. 31st
Salmon Loaf, Creamed 

Potatoes & Peas, Jello w/Fruit.
Nov. 3rd
Ham & Beans, Corn Bread, 3 

bean Salad, Pumpkin Bar.
Nov. 5th
Fried Chicken, Mashed 

Potatoes & Gravy, Scalloped 
Cabbage, Chocolate Pudding/
Cake.

Tri-County
Oct. 30th
Breakfast: Pancake Bites.
Lunch: Wrapped Mummy 

Dog, Sweet Potato FF, Slimy 
Applesauce.

Oct. 31st
No School
Nov. 3rd
No School
Nov. 4th
Breakfast: Cereal.
Lunch: Grilled Cheese, 

Tomato Soup, Crackers, Corn, 
Applesauce. 

Nov. 5th
Breakfast: Yogurt Parfait.
Lunch: Hot Beef Sundae, 

Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Roll, 
Peaches.

Sigourney
Oct. 30th
Breakfast: Colby Egg Omelet 

w/Muffin Square, Assorted 
Cereal w/Muffin Square, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk.

Lunch: Spaghetti & Meatballs 
w/Focaccia Bread, Breaded 
Chicken Sandwich, Sweet 
N Sour Salad w/Focaccia 
Bread, Garden Salad, Cheesy 
Cauliflower Popcorn, Fruit, 
Milk.

Oct. 31st
No School.
Nov. 3rd
Breakfast: Sausage Breakfast 

Pizza, Assorted Cereal w/
Cinnamon Toast, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk.

Lunch: Bird Dog, Mozzarella 
Dunkers, Peanut Butter & Jelly 
Sandwich w/ Mozzarella Cheese 
Stick, Garden Salad, Steamed 
Broccoli, Fruit, Milk.

Nov. 4th
Breakfast: Cinnamon Roll, 

Assorted Cereal w/Yogurt, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk.

Lunch: Super Nachos, 
BBQ Rib Sandwich, Nacho 
Munchable, Garden Salad, 
Refried Beans, Fruit, Milk.

Nov. 5th
Breakfast: Breakfast Bowl w/

Toast w. Margarine, Assorted 
Cereal w/Toast w. Margarine. 
Waffles w/toppings, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk.

Lunch: Chicken Patty w/Hot 
Roll, Breaded Beef Fingers, 
Pizza Munchable, Mashed 
Potatoes, Green Beans, Fruit, 
Milk.

Pekin
Oct. 30th
Breakfast: WG French Toast, 

GoGurt, Fruit, Juice.
Lunch: Pizza, Green Beans, 

Romaine Salad, Cinnamon 
Apples, WG Chex Mix.

Oct. 31st
Breakfast: WG Long John, 

String Cheese, Fruit, Juice. 
Lunch: Sloppy Brains, Baked 

Bugs, Severed Fingers, Eyeballs, 
Fruit, Ghost Sticks.

Nov. 3rd
Breakfast: French Toast, 

Yogurt Cup, Fruit, Juice.
Lunch: Chicken Quesadilla, 

WG Mexi Rice, Refried Beans, 
Baby Carrots w/Ranch, Pears, 
Tropical Fruit.

Nov. 4th
Breakfast: WG Pop Tart, Go 

Gurt, Fruit, Juice.
Lunch: Pizza Pasta, Broccoli 

w/Cheese, Cucumbers, 
Pineapple, Orang Wedges, 
Bosco Stick.

Nov. 5th
Breakfast: Scrambled Eggs, 

WG Toast, Fruit, Juice.
Lunch: Bacon Cheeseburger, 

Green Beans, Baby Carrots, 
Mixed Fruit, Raisels, Juice.

Keota
Oct. 30th
Breakfast: Donut, Mixed Fruit, 

Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Italian Pasta Bake, 

Green Pepper Strips, Baby 
Carrots, Applesauce, Wheat 
Bread & Jelly, Sugar Cookie, 
Milk.

Oct. 31st
No School.
Nov. 3rd
Breakfast: Breakfast Bites, 

Applesauce, Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Soft Shell Taco, 

Romaine and Tomatoes, Corn, 
Apples, Chips and Salsa, Milk.

Nov. 4th
Breakfast: Mini-Cinni, Mix 

Fruit, Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Turkey & Cheese Sub, 

Romaine Lettuce, Tomato Slice, 
French Fries, Peaches, Milk.

Nov. 5th 
Breakfast: Cereal, String 

Cheese, Apples, Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Chicken Patty on a 

Bun, Sweet Potato Puffs, Baked 
Beans, Orange, Chocolate Chip 
Cookie, Milk.

Milestones 
(Sigourney & Delta)

Oct. 30th
Herbed Pork Loin, Baked 

Potato, Sour Cream, Margarine, 
Green Beans w/Onions, Peaches, 
Wheat Roll. 

Oct. 31st
Cheeseburger on Bun, Lettuce 

Leaf/Tomato SI Mayo/Mustard, 
Sweet Potato Wedges, Broccoli, 
Fruit Cocktail.

Nov. 3rd
N/A	
Nov. 4th
N/A	
Nov. 5th
N/A

English Valleys
Oct. 30th
Breakfast: Colby Egg Omelet, 

Assorted Cereal w/Muffin 
Square, Fruit, Juice, Milk.

Lunch: Spaghetti & 
Meatballs w/Focaccia Bread, 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich w/
Seasoned Fries, Salad Bar w/
Focaccia Bread, Pizza Bar, Sub 
Bar, Garden Salad, Cheesy 
Cauliflower Popcorn, Fruit, 
Milk.

Oct. 31st
Breakfast: Biscuits & Pepper 

Gravy and Sausage Patty, 
Assorted Cereal w/Toast w. 
Margarine, Fruit, Juice, Milk.

Lunch: Noodle Bowl w/Italian 
Bread, Cheesy BBQ Beef on 
a Bun w/Seasoned Fries, Salad 
Bar w/Italian Bread, Pizza Bar, 
Sub Bar, Garden Salad, Baby 
Carrots, Fruit, Pumpkin Spice 
Krispie Treat, Milk.

Nov. 3rd
N/A
Nov. 4th
N/A
Nov. 5th
N/A

Ask someone,
How can I help?

He explained that the dis-
trict receives approximately 
$350,000 in Physical Plant 
& Equipment Levy (PPEL) 
funds and $350,000 in Se-
cure an Advanced Vision 
for Education (SAVE) funds 
each year. He stated that half 
of this goes towards main-
tenance and half is used for 
buses or new technology. 
Hatfield stated that, by the 
end of the year, 3/4 of that 
$700,000 is used up, and that 
they would only be able to 
do one bathroom with that 
money.

Matt Gillaspie of invest-
ment bank Piper Sandler 
explained that most homes 
qualify for multiple tax 
credits, like the homestead 
tax credit, and that there 
are other tax credits for se-
niors, veterans and farmers 
available. He explained that 
agriculture land is taxed not 
based on market value, but 
rather based on its produc-
tivity, which is much lower. 
He estimated that the av-
erage farm would be taxed 
based on 10% of market 
value, coming out to around 
$3.10 per acre per year. Gil-
laspie stated that, as property 
values go up, the $2.70 tax 
rate could go down to com-
pensate. Alternatively, the 
school board could continue 
to levy for $2.70 and use that 
extra money to pay the debt 
off faster, meaning the levy 
would end in less than twen-
ty years.

An attendee asked about 
something he’d heard about 
the Iowa Senate wanting to 
get rid of tax rollbacks. Gil-
laspie stated he didn’t think 
that would happen, because 
the rollbacks are so ingrained 
and because the system 
works. He stated that the leg-
islature dislikes rollbacks be-
cause they’re confusing, not 
because they don’t work. He 
stated that, if the rollbacks 
were removed, this would 
vastly change how proper-
ty was assessed and double 
residential taxes, something 
that was absolutely unfair. 
He stated the legislators real-
ized last session how much of 
an impact getting rid of roll-
backs would have and that 
they would not get rid of it, 
but may put caps on levies.

An attendee asked Hatfield 
what the plan b was, if the 
referendum failed. Hatfield 
stated that they may have 
to deal with system failures, 
but would “bandaid” things 
the best they could. He stat-
ed they may have problems 
heating the school fully. 
Hatfield stated that they 
would do what they could 
out of PPEL and SAVE, but 
that they still needed those 
funds for maintenance and 
new buses. He stated he be-
lieved that, if the referen-
dum failed, the public would 
bring it back a few years later. 
Hatfield stated that the dif-
ficult thing was that, if the 
referendum fails and passes 
a few years later, everything 
will cost 10% more and they 
will not be able to repair as 
much. Hatfield said that, if 
the referendum fails, they’re 
just “kicking the can down 
the road.”

An attendee asked what 
things they weren’t plan-
ning to fix. Hatfield stated 
they were focussing on the 
biggest units and systems 
in the school. He stated that 
they were not planning to re-
model classrooms, add more 
bathrooms, extend the gym, 
or add a new weight room, 
all ideas discussed during 

community meetings. He 
stated that, even if they want-
ed to, they don’t have a good 
enough electrical grid for 
all those updates. Hatfield 
stated that the plans didn’t 
contain “frills” or “bells and 
whistles” and just focussed 
on basic systems, ADA com-
pliance and security. He stat-
ed that he wasn’t sure what 
they would cut if the bond 
referendum was pushed back 
a few years. 

An attendee asked if the 
updates would affect class-
time. Shifflett stated that 
the contractors wouldn’t 
plan more than they could 
do over the summer. Board 
member Tim Bruns stated 
that the project would be 
done in phases, with little 
class interruption, and was 
still in the planning phase.

After Hatfield and Gillasp-
ie’s presentations, those at-
tending the open house were 
given a tour of the school 
entrance, gym, boiler room, 
and a high school math 
classroom. While touring 
the classroom, Daryl Wood, 
who was a member of the 
community group earlier in 
the year, noted that the class-
room had the same heating 
unit from when he gradu-
ated 44 years ago. Another 
attendee, Gary Iosbaker, 
stated that he was part of the 
first class that went through 
the high school and that the 
heater was the same as when 
he was a student. Wood 
stated that he’d seen space 
heaters warming classrooms 
when the community group 
took their tour earlier in the 
year, and that they had to 
do something, or otherwise 
would have to begin cancel-
ling school in the winter.

“I’m like everyone else, 
I think I pay too much in 
property tax, but the bot-
tom line is, if we don’t do 
something, if this bond issue 
doesn’t pass, and we don’t 
make these improvements 
to the school, where’s the 
school gonna be in five to ten 
years? Is it even going to be 
here?” said Wood.

“We’ve got to have this 
school, or we’re not going to 
have a community,” added 
Iosbaker.

“We went through that 
school, it was pretty new. 
Now it’s our turn to help 
pay for the generations to 
come, to have a good school,” 
Wood said.

Iosbaker stated that, if they 
wanted their homes to have 
any value in twenty years, 
then there would have to be 
a community around those 
homes, and that they won’t 
have a community with-
out the school. He noted 
that Keokuk County lost 30 
people every year and stat-
ed they were running out of 
people. Hatfield noted that 
residential enrollment had 
gone down, with the dis-
trict losing 100 kids in 18 
years. However, he stated 
that school enrollment had 
begun going up in the last 
five years. He stated that 
they haven’t recovered fully, 
but were getting more kids 
through open enrollment, 
because they know that 
Sigourney has good teachers, 
good buildings, and a public 
that loves the school.

“This is the premiere place 
to be, especially ten-fifteen 
years from now. This is 
where people are going to 
want to send their kids, and 
so we do have to take care of 
it. How we do it is up to the 
public,” said Hatfield.

VOTERS from pg. 1
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Letter to the Editor Policy
 The News-Review welcomes the opinions of our readers 
in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the submissions 
are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking individuals 
without supporting documentation or a rational and legally 
defensible justification. In any event the newspaper reserves 
the sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader sub-
mission will be published. If your letter is selected it will be 
run on a single occasion and you agree to give us the right 
to publish it in print and digital form. The News-Review 
will not accept letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, 
or otherwise reproduced. Letters should be original, type-
written or neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 
300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be subject to 
editing and may not be published in their entirety.
 The News-Review does not as a general rule print form 
letters or letters which are also submitted to other newspa-
pers. We are most interested in sincere personal views as 
opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for 

an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure 
us that their submission is individual and personal, it may 
be rejected.
 Your Letter to the Editor must include:
  • Your full name with signature
  • Your complete address
  • Your telephone number
 Your address and telephone number will not be printed 
in the newspaper, but will be used for verification by news-
paper editorial staff.
 Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks 
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be 
published. The News-Review reserves the right to end de-
bate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to 
express their views. The News-Review reserves the right to 
edit or refuse all letters. All columns and letters on the opin-
ion page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The News-Review.

The News-Review  |  120 E Washington, Sigourney IA 52591  |  641-622-3110  |  news@sigourneynewsreview.com

Correction and Retraction Policy
 The News-Review strives for accurate and complete 
news reporting but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases 
where an error has been made we will run a correction, clar-
ification, retraction or editor’s note in the next edition. Our 
goal in any event is to inform readers of corrections clearly 
and quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating 
with the correct information.
 All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next is-
sue published. The correction will denote the issue, article 
and incorrect information along with the correction. Digital 
corrections will also be made and an editor’s note will be 
added to the bottom of the article in question noting what 
was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. If 
the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other on-
line medium controlled by The News-Review, a post will be 
made linking to the corrected article, noting the correction.
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www.statlerconstruction.com

NOW is the time to start
planning for building

Your New Home!
 • Our Plans or Yours
 • Turn-Key Construction
	 •	Energy	Rater	Certified

It Just
Makes Sense!

Panelization...

CALL TODAY
(319) 656-5131

Encourage Kindness 
Today

Put a smile
in someone’s day

CLUES ACROSS
  1. El __, Texas town
  5. Rocker’s tool
  8. A lot
 12. Traveling by 
ground
 14. Spelling compe-
tition
 15. Two-toed sloth
 16. Small perfumed 
bag
 18. “Much __ about 
nothing”
 19. Tough-skinned 
mollusk
 20. Removes from 
record
 21. It warms the 
planet
 22. Leafy green
 23. Quality of arriv-
ing favorably
 26. Living thing
 30. “Six of Crows” 
author Bardugo
 31. Got around a rule
 32. Resin from 
burned substance
 33. Iraq seaport
 34. Religious leaders
 39. Fugitives are on it
 42. Samson’s influ-
encer
 44. Italian city
 46. A quality of 
lacking interest
 47. Predatory tropical 
fishes
 49. Nobel physician 
Isodor
 50. Luck
 51. Stationary part of 
a motor or generator
 56. Orthopedic 
professional group 
(abbr.)
 57. One point south 
of due east
 58. It follows 79
 59. Paper currency
 60. Anger

 61. Spanish seaport
 62. Sleep in a rough 
place
 63. Famous museum
 64. Selfs
 
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Bullfighting 
maneuver
  2. From a distance
  3. Soul and calypso 
song
  4. Expressions of 
delight
  5. Lower in esteem
  6. Inner region of an 
organ
  7. Flowers
  8. A bog
  9. Remove a fas-
tening
 10. Membranes
 11. Enormous
 13. One who abstains 
from drink
 17. Malayan wild ox
 24. Type of student
 25. Rejecting all 
moral principles
 26. Sino-Soviet block

 27. Egyptian unit of 
weight
 28. Wrong
 29. Make a mistake
 35. Indicates location
 36. Boxing’s “GOAT”
 37. Where wrestlers 
compete
 38. Timid
 40. Disney town
 41. Suggesting the 
horror of death and 
decay
 42. Male parent
 43. Remove for good
 44. Simple shoes
 45. Flowers
 47. Hindi courtesy 
title for a man
 48. Not pleased
 49. “Atlas Shrugged” 
author
 52. CIA officer and 
writer
 53. Hoodlum
 54. __ Von Bismarck, 
Iron Chancellor
 55. Woolen rugs

CLUES ACROSS
1. Neckwear
7. Fish parts
13. Cooking
14. Quality
16. Rural delivery
17. Popular superhero
19. Partner to Pa
20. Shivering fits
22. Wrath
23. Linguistics pioneer
25. Large integers
26. A way to prepare 

food
28. Group of badgers
29. Peyton’s little 

brother
30. Rock out
31. Danish krone
33. Take from with 

force
34. Baroque musical 

instrument
36. Zodiac sign
38. Hebrew alphabet 

letter
40. Independent mem-

ber of a clone
41. Type of garment
43. Satisfy
44. One point south of 

due east
45. A way to wipe out
47. Moved quickly on 

foot
48. Bar bill
51. An idiot
53. Performed with the 

voice silent
55. Body fluids
56. Rhythmic patterns
58. “__ my i’s”
59. Type of wrap
60. It shows who you 

are
61. Carousel
64. Type of college 

degree
65. Molding
67. Closes again
69. Verses

70. Surface
CLUES DOWN
1. Short, thick stick
2. Rhode Island
3. Animals of the horse 

family
4. Very important 

persons
5. Folk singer Di 

Franco
6. Boredom
7. Long speech
8. Footballer Newton
9. Expression of sorrow 

or pity
10. Linear accelerator
11. One quintillion 

bytes
12. Smallest interval in 

Western music
13. Box
15. Cheese dish
18. Make a mistake
21. Done by all people 

or things
24. Circumference
26. Chum
27. Electrocardiogram
30. Sandwich chain 

Jimmy __
32. Showed old movie
35. Important event on 

Wall St.
37. Where wrestlers 

work
38. Free from contam-

ination
39. Eastern Canada 

coastal region
42. Slang for gun
43. High schoolers’ test
46. Fathers
47. Call it a career
49. Productive
50. Musical groups
52. Yellowish-brown
54. Lowest point of a 

ridge
55. Beloved late sports-

caster Craig
57. Fill up
59. Cardinal number 

that’s the sum of 5 
and 1

62. Frost
63. Jewel
66. Atomic #45
68. Top lawyer

This week’s crossword, sponsored by:

Atwood Electric, Inc.
641-622-3626

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

Floyd Bair and Airplane Crashes
By Casey Jarmes |
The News-Review

I’ve received a lot of ex-
cellent help in finding in-
formation for this column 
from the Keokuk County 
Historical Society in Sigour-
ney. They have filing cabi-
nets full of old newspaper 
articles, split by subject. A 
while back, I went there to 
look at their folder on What 
Cheer fires, which was used 
to write the previous three 
columns. Anyway, right 
behind the What Cheer 
Cheer Fires folder was one 
marked “PLANE CRASH-
ES, DROWNINGS AND 
ACCIDENTS.” It featured 
articles about electrocu-
tions, farm accidents, and 
a cruise ship crash, which I 
might write about some oth-
er time, but what caught my 
eye was the articles on plane 
crashes. That’s plane crash-
es plural; there’s been more 
than one.

On April 26, 1947, Gibson 
farmer George McKay took 
high school senior Larry 
Williams, also of Gibson, 
on a recreational flight in 
a small, single-engine air-
plane. The plane was co-
owned by McKay and two 
other farmers, Frank Ax-
mear and Bruce Shaull of 
Thornburg, who used it for 

cropdusting. Robert Storey, 
a classmate of Williams who 
was set to take the next ride 
in the plane, said that he 
heard the engine miss as it 
flew by. Five minutes after 
take-off, the plane spun out 
and crashed into a pasture 
a quarter mile from McK-
ay’s farm. McKay and Wil-
liams were killed instantly. 
The plane bust into flames 
during the crash, forcing in-
vestigators to identify bodies 
by their seating positions 
and jewelry. When McK-
ay’s body was removed, his 
charred hand was still tight-
ly gripping the center stick.

On March 23, 1950, Cap-
tain Paul McPherson of 
Sigourney died during a 
routine flight in Tuscon, 
after the plane caught fire 
mid-air. Only two members 
of the flight’s fourteen mem-
ber crew were able to para-
chute to safety.

On May 23, 1950, Ensign 
William Shaver of Sigour-
ney, then a navy pilot sta-
tioned in the Pacific, flew a 
dentist and his assistants out 
to the Maleolap Atoll in the 
Marshal islands. As he took 
off to fly back to base, the left 
wing float of his plane dug 
into the water, causing the 
plane to bounce, ripping a 
hole in its hull which quickly 

filled with water. Shaver, his 
eleven crew members and 
six passengers, all made it 
into a rubber life raft without 
injury. They were picked up 
by Marshallese fishermen, 
who took care of them for 
a few days before they were 
picked up by a patrol boat. 
In a letter to his parents, 
published in the Sigourney 
Review, Shaver stated that, 
when he flew over the island 
to drop instructions to the 
salvage ship, he would also 
drop cigarettes as a thank 
you to the Marshallese.

On March 22, 2003, train-
ing flight crashed at the 
White Pigeon Airport near 
North English. The instruc-
tor, Chaplain Major Christie 
Battle of Des Moines, was 
killed, while the pilot, Oska-
loosa High School librarian 
and Civil Air Patrol volun-
teer Lieutenant James John-
son, survived.

On Nov. 17, 1942, an 
Army airplane crashed into 
the side of Baldy Mountain 
in New Mexico during a 
training flight. The plane’s 
rear gunner, Sergeant Peter 
Michel of Sigourney, sur-
vived the crash, as did all 
but one member of the crew. 
The crew was marooned in 
the mountains for 50 hours 
before being rescued.

L i e u -
t e n a n t 
C h r i s -
t o p h e r 
Vaughan, 
a naval 
a v i a t o r 
f r o m 
S o u t h 
Carolina 
stationed 
at the Ot-
t u m w a 
naval air 
s t a t i o n , 
died on 
Jan. 27, 
1 9 4 4 , 
when his 

bomber crashed near Del-
ta during a routine flight, 
after clipping tree-tops and 
crashing into the Skunk 
River, which was dry at the 
time. His plane dug 15 feet 
into the mud, then explod-
ed.

Of the 47 Keokuk Coun-
ty men who died in World 
War II, seven died in plane 
crashes. These men include 
Floyd Bair, Donald Robison 
and Harold Kelser of South 
English, Raymond Callister 
and George Dupuis of Keo-
ta, Daryl Glandon of Sigour-
ney, and Hubert Ruggles of 
Hedrick. Notably, none of 
these plane deaths occurred 
during combat; all seven of 
these men died on Amer-
ican soil, during travel or 
training flights.

What sets the death of 
Lieutenant Floyd Bair apart 
from the others is how close 
to home it happened. Bair 
was a member of the Army 
Air Forces, stationed in 
South Carolina at the time. 
On Oct. 31, 1943, Bair and 
five other men took a train-
ing flight, which passed 
over Bair’s family’s farm, 
right outside of Thornburg. 
Bair wrote his family in ad-
vance; when the plane flew 
low, over the farm, they 
rushed out, and watched 
as he waved and gave a “V 
for Victory” sign from the 
plane. They also watched as, 
when the plane attempted 
to pull up, it collided with a 
pine tree in their front yard. 
The tree ripped off part of 
the plane’s tail, causing it to 
crash two miles away, on the 
Tish farm, and burst into 
flames. Bair wasn’t pilot-
ing at the time of the crash. 
He and his crewmates (Roy 
Schott, Robert Miller, Rob-
ert Love, William Weaver 
and Robert Craig) were all 
killed in their crash. Their 
bodies were identified from 
their dog tags.

THE HISTORICAL VIEWPOINT

The Gibson crash
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Please check with your church for updates, online services, postponements and 
cancellations. In light of COVID-19 measures, please contact your church to find out how 

services are being held or streamed online before attempting to attend.

Bain ElectricBain Electric
Gary Bain

910 North Main - Sigourney

641-622-3771
Residential and

Commercial 
Electrical WorkElectrical Work

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

DELTA
Delta Christian Church
108 W 3rd St.
Worship: Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

Delta Methodist Church
Pastor Vince Homan
Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday School for Elementary 

age children is at 9:30-10:15 a.m.

FREMONT
Fremont Community 

Church
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 

a.m.
Adult Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

First Baptist Church
of Fremont

Pastor Robb Bruns
Sunday School, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

GIBSON
Gibson Presbyterian 

Church
Pastors Amy McGriff and 

Robert Elgin
Worship, 10 a.m.
Communion on the third 

Sunday of the month.

HEDRICK
The Church Of
Living Water

Pastor Shane Jarr
13 North Main St., Hedrick
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.; 

Sunday Worship -10:40 a.m.; 
Evening Services - 7 p.m.

Bible Study Wednesdays - 6 
p.m.

Hedrick First Christian
206 Park St. Hedrick
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; 

Gathering for Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Hedrick Community 
Church A Global 

Methodist Church
Pastor Michael Elrod 
203 N. Spring Street, Hedrick
641-653-4477
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship 

In Person, or online through 
our Facebook Page or www.
hedrickumc.org

KEOTA
Good Neighbor 

Fellowship
126 E Broadway
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 

10 a.m. Service

Holy Trinity Parish
109 N Lincoln St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
Office Phone: 641-636-3883
Sunday Mass: 8:30am

Religious-Ed Sundays 9:30-
10:45am

United Church of Faith
201 North Ellis Street, PO Box 

208
Keota, IA 52248
(641) 636-3825
keotaucf@cloudburst9.net 
www.keotaucf.org 
Sunday Worship Service 9:00 

a.m

KESWICK
Keswick and 

Webster UMC
Pastor Brandi Meyer
319-430-7299
Keswick United Methodist 

Church
Service: 9:00 a.m.
Webster United Methodist 

Church Worship service: 10:00 
a.m.

Communion is on the 1st 
Sunday of the month for both 
churches

New Life Fellowship
Hwy. 22 South, Keswick
319-738-3851
Pastor John Stringfellow
Service Sunday at 10 a.m. and 

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
Teaching Tuesday is Tuesday at 

6:30 p.m.
Evening of Praise: every third 

Saturday of the month at 7 p.m.

NEW SHARON
The Lighthouse Church
641-637-2251
www.nsfcc.org
Pastor Eric Sneed
Sunday: Sunday School 9 a.m.; 

Worship 10 a.m.
Wednesday: WOW Kids 6-7:30 

p.m.
Thursday: Prayer Connect 

5:50-6:20 p.m.

New Sharon
Assembly of God

www.newsharonag.org
Pastor Shane Farnum
Youth Group: Wednesday: 

6:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

New Sharon 
Friends Church

Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.

New Sharon Harvest 
Community Church

Pastor David Pinkerton
2083 Hwy. 102
641-295-0109
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10 a.m.

New Sharon
Lower Grove Church

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship, 10:30 a.m.

New Life Fellowship 
New Sharon

Lead Pastor Rick Baarda
www.newlifefellowshipns.org
641-637-2561
newlifefellowshipns@gmail.

com
Worship Service: Sunday, 

9:15am (Church)
Children's Sunday School 

during pastor's morning message. 
(Church Basement)

Adult Small Group: Sunday, 
10:30am (Church)

Adult Small Group: 
Wednesday, 1:30pm (McVay FC)

G2C Youth Group (2-6th)- 
Wednesday, 6:00 -7:30pm 
(Church)

PROS Youth Group (7-12th) 
- Wednesday, 6:30 - 8:30pm 
(McVay FC)

Union Mills 
Christian Church

Pastor Josh Martin
1405 Parkin Ave, New Sharon, 

IA 50207
641-637-2339
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship, 10:35 a.m.

NORTH ENGLISH
St. Joseph’s

221 N Knollridge St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
319-664-3325
Mass Time: Saturdays 5:00pm
(Nov through Feb: 4:00pm)
Religious-Ed: Wednesdays 

6:00-7:15pm

Christian Church
Pastor Luke Caster
131 N. Howard St.
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Ph. 319-664-3338

OLLIE
Grace Family Church

Rev. Dar Eckley, Pastor
24536 Hwy. 78, Box 64, Ollie, 

52576
Sunday Worship - 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday school-10:15 a.m.
RocKnowledge Youth Group is 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Ollie Baptist Church
Church Phone: 641-224-9797
Ollie Pastor Tom Grove 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship 
Thursday: 9 a.m. Sewing and 

Quilting

Prairie View Church, A 
Global Methodist Church

Pastor: Steven Lamb
641-667-2502
27131 Hwy 78, Ollie
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Worship, 

Followed by Fellowship
Sunday School 7:50 a.m. and 

10:30 a.m.

OSKALOOSA
Park Church of Christ

Minister David Pearce
1804 Burlington Road
Oskaloosa
Sunday Morning
9:30 a.m. Classes
10:30 a.m. Worship

RICHLAND
Richland Methodist 

Church
Pastor Michael Elrod
106 W. South St., Richland
319-456-2251
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. in 

person or Facebook page.

Trinity Friends Church
Pastor Jerry Hoover
206 Main St,
641-919-8922
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

Woolson Friends Church
Pastor Jerry Hoover
1005 Jasmine Ave,
641-919-8922
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

ROSE HILL
Rose Hill Community 

Church
Pastor: Mike Sennett
2011 Main St. 
Sunday School- 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship- 10:15 a.m.
Free Food Bank Distribution- 

Every second Friday of the month.

SIGOURNEY
Be the Light Ministry

200 Kramer St.
Sunday- 9 a.m. Traditional 
11 a.m. Contemporary
Sunday School (PK-6) 10-10:45 

a.m.

The Bethel Church
Pastor Nick Needham
319-329-6070

6 miles East of Sigourney on 
Highway 92.

Website: thebethelumc.org
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Member of the Global 

Methodist Church

First Baptist Church
Pastor Joe Hohenshell
308 N. Jefferson St. 319-450-

8333
Sunday School, 9 a.m.; Worship 

Service, 10 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church
215 N Jefferson St, Sigourney
Pulpit supply for Pastor
641-622-2247
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Christian Church
of Sigourney

308 S. Jefferson, 641-622-2151
Pastor Dan Glandon
Sunday School all ages: 9:30 

a.m.
Traditional Service: 10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study: Tuesday at 

6:30 p.m.

Hope Lutheran Church, 
LCMS

The Rev. Richard Meyer
315 W. Kelly Street
Office: 319-668-2999
May-Sept.
Sunday: Worship at 11 a.m. 
Communion the first and third 

Sunday
Oct-April
Saturday: Worship at 5 p.m.
Communion the first and third 

Saturday

Lancaster Christian 
Church

Pastor Don Frost
22934 W. County Rd. V5G
815-262-5273
Sunday School: 9 a.m.; Worship 

Service: 10 a.m.

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church

415 E Pleasant Valley St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
Office Phone #641-622-2316
Sunday Mass: 10:30am
Religious-Ed Sundays
9:00-10:15am
Bulletin Deadline is Wednesday 

9:00am
Email: sigourneystmary@

diodav.org

Sigourney United 
Methodist Church

Website: sigourneyumc.com
(641) 622-2641
Pastor Brandi Meyer
Sunday Worship Services - 

11:00 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome

SOUTH ENGLISH
English River Church of 

the Brethren
29252 137th St., South English
319-667-5235
Worship 10 a.m.

WHAT CHEER
What Cheer Baptist 

Church
Pastor DJ Danner
641-660-9948
109 E Briney
What Cheer
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.; 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
evening services, 6:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Study: Wednesday 
6:30 p.m.

What Cheer Methodist 
Church

The Rev. Vince Homan
Sunday School, 9:30; Worship, 

10:30 a.m.
Second Tuesday - Local food 

event for Tri-County and Delta
Fourth Tuesday- Food Truck 

from Ottumwa Food Bank- 
Anyone in Keokuk County

What Cheer Hilltop 
Chapel

506 E Briney St., What Cheer
641-634-2990
Pastor John Bacon
Sunday Worship: 10 -11:30 a.m. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 

at 6:30 p.m.
Men’s fellowship: Wednesdays 

at 6:30 p.m.
Community Kids Club: first-

sixth grades Thursdays at 6 p.m.
Prayer Meeting: Third Friday 

each month at 6:30 p.m.

Free Grace United
107 East Broadway St. What 

Cheer, IA 50268.
10 a.m. Sunday service with 

Kids Church.
Recovery meeting weekly 

Wednesday 7 pm

Advertising is well
read. Even a
1x1. After all,

you are reading
this advertisement.

As the days grow shorter and Daylight Saving Time comes to a 
close, we may find ourselves overwhelmed by various feelings. 
These feelings may include anxiety or sadness, yet we may be 

helped by considering that in the darkness is when a light shines the 
brightest. Further, in these times of stress or melancholy, we must 
realize the light that we can bring to others in our kindness and 
through our abilities. During stages in our life which we may perceive 
as “dark times,” we are tested at the highest level to let our light 
shine through. This can truly mean a plethora of things, whether it be 
recognizing our potential during a rough time in our lives, or helping 
someone during a rough time in theirs. As Christ declares “I am the 
light of the world” in John’s Gospel, He is not only relaying His divinity 
to the disciples, but also telling them they can not be overcome by the 
darkness of the world through their faith in Him. 

-James Stone

Searching Out Light 
in Darkness

In Him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.

John 1:4-5 (NIV)
“

“
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SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

Meet the Candidates: 
Nathan Greiner

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

KEOTA – Nathan Grein-
er is running for the Keota 
School Board. Greiner told 
the News-Review that he feels 
it’s his time to give back to the 
community by serving.

“My main goal would just 
to be to make sure the fu-
ture looks bright for Keota 
schools,” said Greiner.

Greiner stated that Keota 
is currently facing challeng-
es with retaining students 
due to many families open 
enrolling out of the district. 
He stated that he wanted to 
bring people back or find out 
why they’re leaving and what 
they can change to keep them 
here. He noted that this will 
be a community-wide effort 
to keep people going to Keota. 
He stated that he was excited 
about the planned daycare, 

calling it a step in the right 
direction that he thinks will 
make a big difference, and 
saying he hoped it would be 
successful.

Greiner is a lifelong Keota 
resident who works on his 
family farm. He serves on the 
state-level Iowa Simmental 
Board and the Iowa Propane 
and Gas Association Board. 
He believes this experience 
will help him on the Keota 
board and stated that he will 
bring outside-the-box think-
ing. Greiner has four children 
who attend the school; one in 
seventh grade, one in fifth, 
one in first, and one pre-k.

“My kids are going to be 
here, I want to make sure they 
graduate Keota. Me and my 
wife both graduated Keota, 
so I want to make sure that we 
do everything we can to keep 
that going,” said Greiner.

Meet the Candidates: 
Jordan Alspach

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – Jordan Al-
spach is running for the At 
Large seat on the Sigourney 
City Council. Alspach grew 
up in Sigourney and told the 
News-Review that he had seen 
the town change recently, in a 
big part due to no longer hav-
ing a city police force. He stat-
ed that there were problems 
with children riding scooters 
and four-wheelers and that he 
wanted to make things safer 
around town.

“I just want some structure. 
I want people to feel safe. I’ve 
had several instances where 
kids have pulled out in front 
of me, or, a couple weeks ago 
there was kids riding four 
wheelers up on the square and 
the park, but there’s nothing, 
we don’t have anyone really 
to call other than the county. 

We have no one patrolling,” 
Alspach said.

Alspach stated he thinks 
more law enforcement pres-
ence will cut down on the 
number of homeless people 
sleeping at the park. Alspach 
works at Sedna Warehousing, 
where he drives a truck and 
operates a forklift. He also 
coaches flag football, owns 
an antique reselling business-
es called Sigourney Picker, 
and donates money from 
this business back to sponsor 
flag football teams, basket-
ball tournaments, and youth 
wrestling.

“I do have five younger kids, 
so I’m definitely looking at 
kids safety. That’s one of my 
biggest things, is making sure 
the kids are safe to go to the 
park and don’t have to worry 
about kids getting hurt,” said 
Alspach.

Meet the Candidates: 
J.D. Olinger 

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

HEDRICK – J.D. Olinger is 
running for the Hedrick City 
Council. He stated that, as an 
already involved citizen, he 
would make a great candidate 
for the council. Olinger stated 
that the city has a set of goals 
already aligned to improve 
the town and that he wants to 
support the council in execut-
ing these goals. He also stated 
he would like to enforce city 
ordinances to clean up some 
of the eyesore and dilapidated 
properties.

Olinger moved to Hedrick 
in 2005 and stated that, short-
ly after arriving, he was wel-
comed by a few families that 
have grown to be some of the 
best people he’s ever knows. 
He was a member of the fire 
department for several years 
and still volunteers in city 
events and festivities. Olinger 
stated that Hedrick is missing 
the community involvement 
it used to have and that vol-
unteers are now nonexistent.

“I’ve lived here 20 years 
now and we are not going 
anywhere,” Olinger wrote 
in an email to the News-Re-
view. “I’m reminded every 

day when I return from work 
when I look at our sign and 
see the slogan ‘Where friends 
meet’ and reminds me of 
when I came to the city and 
how the people were then 
and like to make it that way 
again.”

Olinger is also a member 
of the Pekin School Board, 
appointed earlier this year 
to fill a vacancy, and is run-
ning for a full term. He stated 
that, after being on the board 
for part of a year, he knows 
that he has a lot of things to 
learn to be a real benefit, but 
is catching on, asking ques-
tions, and learning things he 
didn’t know he cared about. 
He stated that he wants to 
try to ask the right questions 
to help the board as a whole 
make the right decisions for 
students, parents and staff.

“We have struggled with 
teacher, staff, student and 
administrator retention for a 
while now and with the peo-
ple we have in all the positions 
now I firmly believe that we 
are headed in the right direc-
tion with all the right people 
to make Pekin a desired place 
to be by all in the near future,” 
said Olinger.

Meet the Candidates: 
Sandra Van Patten

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

WHAT CHEER – Sandra 
Van Patten is running for 
reelection to the What Cheer 
City Council. Van Patten, a 
current member of the coun-

cil, has been a member of the 
city council several different 
times over the years.

“I have lived in What Cheer 

VAN PATTEN 
pg. 8
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Atwood Electric, Inc.
Our Commitment To You:

• Quality  • Integrity
• Service

23124 Hwy. 149 641-622-3626
P.O. Box 311 800-247-0214
Sigourney, IA 52591 Fax: 641-622-2438
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Atwood Electric, Inc.
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• Quality  • Integrity
• Service
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Sigourney, IA 52591 Fax: 641-622-2438

23124 Hwy.149
P.O. Box 311
Sigourney, IA 52591

641-622-3626
800-247-0214

Fax: 641-622-2438

Sigourney T.V.  
& Appliance

Gary & Brenda Kruse, 
Owners

641-622-2511
103 E Marion, Sigourney

Sales & Service on  
Appliances and TVs

We invite you to  
shop and compare!

105 S. Jefferson St. 
Sigourney, IA 52591

641-622-3191
Hours • Mon-Friday 
9-5 • Saturday 9-12

The Garden 
Gate

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

Look! 4 corners!
Everyday moments can
be learning moments with
your kids. For more tips,
visit bornlearning.org

DON’T BE
LATE!
Deadline
for next
week’s paper
is Friday.

We become
What we think

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted-Govern-
ment
POLICE OFFICER: The 
Indianola Police Depart-
ment is now accepting 
applications for Police 
Officer. Apply online at 
this link: 
https://indianolaiowa.
applicantpro.com/jobs 
, choose Police Officer.  
Deadline 10/24/2025  
EO_____________INCN

you don’t have to go 
out of town to

print your photos...
The News-Review is your source for 

all your printing needs!

• 4x6, 4x8, 5x7,
8x10, 8x12

• Single-page
Calendars

• 4x8 Cards
(Graduation, Birthday,
 Anniversary & More!)

• Index Prints
• Passport Photos
• Collage Prints

The News-Review
120 E Washington St. 

Sigourney, IA
(641) 622-3110

All concussions are serious.
If you think you have a

CONCUSSION:
     • Don’t hide it.
     • Report it.
     • Take time to recover

Symptoms of concus-
sion may include:
 Headache
 Temporary loss of 
consciousness
 Confusion or feeling 
as if in a fog
 Dizziness or "seeing 
stars"
 Ringing in the ears
 Nausea
 Vomiting
 Slurred speech
 Fatigue

MISC
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Gener-
ator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-954-
5087 today to schedule 
a free quote. It's not just 
a generator. It's a power 
move.___________INCN
___________________

Does your basement or 
crawl space need some 
attention? Call Thrash-
er Foundation Repair! 
A permanent solution 
for waterproofing, fail-
ing foundations, sinking 
concrete and nasty crawl 
spaces. FREE Inspec-
tion & Same Day Esti-
mate. $250 off ANY proj-
ect with code GET250. 
Call 1-866-554-1730___ 	
_______________INCN
___________________

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/31/25.) 
Call 1-866-456-3917___ 		
_______________INCN
___________________

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica's #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-376-4154___ 	
_______________INCN

120th Annual Election Night Supper
West Chester Community Church

403 Franklin St., West Chester
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024

Doors open from 4:30 until 7 p.m.
Dine In or Drive Through

Menu: Chicken Pie or Ham, mashed potatoes, 
noodles, green beans, cranberry salad, 

coleslaw, (jello for children,) pie or cookies

Free-Will Offering
There’s nothing like a country-style meal 

cooked by the West Chester Ladies—come join 
us and you’ll be coming back year after year!

CITY OF SIGOURNEY
The City of Sigourney is accepting applications for 
a Soccer Director position. Primary responsibilities 
will include developing and distributing registration 
forms; recruit team coaches, sponsors, and 
referees; team selection of players; hold coaches 
and referee meetings and trainings; meetings with 
Park and Recreation Committee and/or Mayor; 
and care and maintenance (mowing) of the soccer 
fields. This is a seasonal position paying $2,500.00 
per year.
This seasonal position will run from December 15th, 
2025, through May 31st, 2026. A job description is 
available upon request. Apply to the Sigourney City 
Clerk’s office at 100 North Main Street, Sigourney, 
Iowa by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, November 10th, 2025.
City of Sigourney is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Mix Mix 
& Match& Match
Catfish Filets, Tilapia Catfish Filets, Tilapia 

Filets, Shrimp, Au Gratin & Filets, Shrimp, Au Gratin & 
Baked Potato, Cole Slaw, Baked Potato, Cole Slaw, 

Green Beans, Rolls, & Green Beans, Rolls, & 
DrinkDrink

$15.00 Adults$15.00 Adults
$7.50 Children$7.50 Children

Carry-Outs Carry-Outs 
Encouraged!Encouraged!

Everyone Everyone 
Welcome!Welcome!

November 7 • 5:00pm - 7:00pmNovember 7 • 5:00pm - 7:00pm

Harper KNights of columbusHarper KNights of columbus

fish fryfish fry

Use caution on unprotected streets, 
without stop or yield signs.

Give right-of-way.
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Endowment Awards Two 
Different $25,000 Grants

Keokuk County Com-
munity Endowment Foun-
dation (KCCEF) is excited 
to announce that there 
are two $25,000.00 major 
grant winners! Awards 
will be given to: Keokuk 
County Childcare Network 
(KCCN) for startup needs 
and the City of Richland 

for new ballfield upgrades! 
KCCEF board unanimous-
ly agreed that both organi-
zations were deserving with 
their presentations and 
both projects will make a 
huge impact within Keokuk 
County! Congratulations!

KCCEF is an organiza-
tion that is committed to 

improving the quality of life 
throughout Keokuk Coun-
ty by investing in nonprofit 
organizations through our 
grant programs and provid-
ing individuals, businesses, 
and families who love our 
communities with a way to 
give back through philan-
thropy. www.kcendow.org

The Tri-County FFA held their annual "Feed a Farmer" event on Oct. 3, preparing and de-
livering 162 meals to local farmers and people that support them. The meal consisted of 
BBQ pork, mashed potatoes, bacon green beans, and a homemade chocolate chip cookie

The Keota FFA, Farmers Coop and Vision Ag delivered meals to farmers on Oct. 3.

The Ollie Baptist Church held its third annual God’s Portion Sale on Oct. 11.

The annual Hayesville Bonfire was held on Oct. 18

The Sigourney Volunteer Fire Department held a fundraising breakfast on Oct. 19.

Pekin Receives 270 Acres of Farmland
The Pekin Board of Direc-

tors is honored to announce 
a tremendous gift to the dis-
trict: 270 acres of farmland 
bequeathed by the late Ro-
land L. McCreery. A long-
time neighbor and steward of 
the land surrounding the old 
Navy Runway, Mr. McCreery 
generously left the property 
to the district in his will, en-
suring his legacy will contin-
ue to enrich the lives of Pekin 

students for generations to 
come.

This extraordinary gift will 
have a lasting impact on the 
district’s educational pro-
grams, particularly the FFA 
(Future Farmers of America) 
program and the Scholar-
ship Program available to all 
graduating seniors. In tribute 
to Mr. McCreery’s generosity 
and lifelong connection to 
the community, the district 

will establish the Roland L. 
McCreery Memorial Schol-
arship, awarded annually 
during the May Awards As-
sembly.

The Pekin Board of Di-
rectors officially accepted 
the gift at its October 13th 
board meeting. We extend 
our heartfelt gratitude to Mr. 
McCreery and his family for 
this enduring contribution to 
our students and our future.

Iowa state revenue fell 8.1% in fiscal year 
2025, nonpartisan agency report finds

By Robin Opsahl, 
Iowa Capital Dispatch

The state of Iowa’s general 
fund revenue for fiscal year 
2025 is roughly $200 mil-
lion less than predicted when 
state lawmakers were moving 
forward with the budget, ac-
cording to a Legislative Ser-
vices Agency report.

The nonpartisan LSA 
document found the state 
collected $8.8 billion in the 
fiscal year covering July 1, 
2024, through June 30, 2025. 
This is a drop of $780 million 
in revenue compared to the 
state’s $9.6 billion revenue in 
FY 2024 – an 8.1% decrease.

Part of this funding de-
crease was expected, as Gov. 
Kim Reynolds signed a law in 
2024 speeding up previously 
approved income tax cuts. 
When state legislators recon-
vened for the 2025 legislative 
session, Republican leaders 
said they were expecting to 
draw from the $3.75 billion 
Taxpayer Relief Fund, as well 
as the state’s $2 billion budget 
surplus and $961 in reserve 
accounts to make up for the 
expected shortfall caused by 
the tax cuts.

The Revenue Estimating 
Conference predicted in 
March that Iowa would see 
a revenue of $9.020 billion 
in FY 2025, excluding lottery 
and other transfers. The up-
dated total from the LSA is 
$198 million below that pre-
diction.

State Auditor Rob Sand, 
who is running for Iowa 
governor, said in a statement 
the LSA report shows Iowa 
Republicans’ “irresponsible 
budgeting practices” have led 
to a predicted financial crisis.

“I warned of a fiscal time 

bomb back in May, and now 
we are seeing it detonate 
before our very eyes,” Sand 
said in a statement.  “The de-
cline in state revenues is even 
worse than anticipated, rais-
ing serious concerns about 
funding for services that Io-
wa’s families and communi-
ties depend on.”

He and other Democrats 
have criticized both the move 
to a single 3.8% income tax 
rate, as well as the state’s Edu-
cation Savings Account pro-
gram awarding public fund-
ing for private school tuition 
and associated costs.

Democrats have warned 
these GOP-backed initiatives 
will cause major issues as the 
state draws from its reserves. 
According to the LSA, the 
state’s Taxpayer Relief Fund 
contains $3.6 billion and the 
state retains a $1.6 billion sur-
plus as of July.

Sen. Janet Petersen, D-Des 
Moines, said in a statement 
earlier in October that the 
LSA’s report shows “the 
governor’s five-year projec-
tions are looking pretty rosy 
compared to the state’s fiscal 
reality.” Earlier in 2025, Pe-
tersen had made a Freedom 
of Information Act request 
to the Iowa Department of 
Management requesting the 
release of the administra-
tion’s five-year financial plan, 
which showed the intention 
to transfer money from the 
Taxpayer Relief Fund from 
FY 2026 through 2030.

“Republican lawmakers 
planned to spend more than 
we take in for at least the next 
five years,” Petersen said. 
“Our reserves won’t last for-
ever. Just how much, or for 

how long, are they willing to 
deplete our reserves to cover 
their budget malpractice?”

In addition to the con-
firmed lower revenue in FY 
2025, the state is expected to 
bring in less money in future 
years. This is not only be-
cause of state tax law changes 
– Reynolds said in September 
some of the individual and 
corporate income tax law 
changes approved through 
the federal “One Big Beauti-
ful Bill Act” will also result in 
a $437.5 million decrease for 
Iowa’s general fund revenues 
in fiscal year 2026, according 
to initial Iowa Department of 
Revenue projections. Strug-
gles in the agricultural econ-
omy are also expected to have 
a negative impact on Iowa’s 
economy.

But in a social media post 
after the LSA report was re-
leased, Reynolds highlighted 
the U.S. Bureau of Econom-
ic Analysis report on GDP 
growth data, which found 
Iowa’s GDP grew by 3.7% in 
the second quarter of 2025, 
“ranking Iowa in the top 20” 
in the country.

“With $20B of new capi-
tal investment in the last 18 
months, we’re continuing to 
drive growth and diversifi-
cation for Iowa’s economy,” 
Reynolds wrote.

The REC is next scheduled 
to meet Oct. 16 at the Iowa 
State Capitol.

Read more from Robin 
Ospahl online at IowaCapit-
alDispatch.com 

©Copyright 2025, Iowa 
Capital Dispatch. Published 
under a Creative Commons 
license, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. 
Read more at iowacapitaldis-
patch.com 
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By Jackie Perkins
Sunday, October 26, 2025...I 

almost forgot to sit down and 
do this. Sure wish I could 
figure out a solution to my 
word processing situation. 
When I find time I will fig-
ure something out. Another 
week gone and here we are 
almost in November! Time 
continues to be busy, but our 
construction project sure 
needs to step up the pace. Ev-
erything needs to happen in 
steps and one thing that has 
to be completed before mov-
ing on to the next.

Today we drove south to 
Monroe County to celebrate 
grandson Bryce's 23rd and 
Greg's sister Karen's birthday 
25 as well. Alicia hosted with 
Jordan smoking pork chops 
– perfect! Avery, age two, 
provided the entertainment 
and enjoyed the cows and 

seeing the train pass, some-
thing kids don't see a lot of 
anymore.

I spent Thursday in Keota 
with the gals at Fiddle Dee 
Dee, "sitting and stitching." 
Oh, I am so glad to have 
found this group!

We moved some iris last 
week and if anyone is in-
terested in ryzones, let me 
know. I can't tell you exactly 
what the colors may be, but 
they are all beautiful!

I think this will be short as 
I am tired, and thoughts are 
not coming. I am looking 
forward to the next Sixty Plus 
and am working on some-
thing relating to our local 
veterans. Please join us on the 
First Tuesday of the month 
for our co-op lunch and fel-
lowship at the Fremont Com-
munity Church in Fremont.

Poem for a Fall Day
By Sheryl L. Carter

Canada Geese
Flying high overhead, like 

dots they pockmark the sky,
Bold, brave adventurers, 

they wing their flight and cry.
While out vast and loud 

from the flock, 
Staccato honks pass by,
Each one is a masterpiece 

of bird creation lore,
Fashioned with taupe and 

gray, black and white feathers 
more.

The grace of head, long 
neck that flows into trim oval 
design,

Feet tucked back within 
the folds of purposeful flight 
sublime.

They sway and meld, and 
soar and glide, changing all 
the time,

Intent upon their pursuit of 
food and drink in some pas-
toral clime.

If this fair wonder of joy 
to behold should happen to 

occur
Close by where human eye 

can see and fly right over 
them,

Then human heart rises 
and falls with every wing 
beat observed.

And human soul wishes 
they, too, could also be un-
furled,

Up in God’s vast and far-
flung sky, completely free at 
home,

Amidst pearled-gray loveli-

ness constantly to roam.
Wide wings out swept, long 

necks stretched out, soaring, 
magnificent unhindered.

But human creatures are 
bound below, no wings do 
join their members

But as brave beauty flies 
overhead, so close could al-
most touch them,

A tear is caught within the 
eye, as earthbound souls fly 
with them.

service would need approve 
from the board to have a vote 
on a levy. Supervisor Daryl 
Wood stated that they would 
need to give a presentation on 
what the tax dollars would be 
used for.

Hadley stated that a lot of 
rural hospitals are getting 
rid of their emergency rooms 
and stated he’d hate to lose 
the service we have. Zehr 
stated that the ambulance 
service has 19 employees, but 

struggles to attract new hires, 
because they are the lowest 
paying service in the area. 
Wood stated it would take 
time to promote the levy to 
the public. Bates called it an 
uphill battle, noting that it 
was hard to get the county to 
approve Local Option Sales 
Tax. Wood stated that no one 
wants to raise taxes, but that 
he wants the ambulance to 
respond when he calls.

Also at the Monday meet-

ing, Wood stated that the 
10-15 transit service, which 
takes people to doctor ap-
pointments in Iowa City and 
Cedar Rapids, was having is-
sues, due to one of the private 
medical providers offering 
Lyft rides to their office, but 
not back. Wood explained 
this had resulted in people 
ending up stranded at the 
VA and calling to ask 10-15 
to take them home. He also 
stated the provider was bad 

about giving appointment 
times in time for the bus ser-
vice to schedule its route.

County Engineer Andy 
McGuire gave a report on 
the highway department’s 
roadside herbicide use. He 
noted that they had sprayed 
every mile of pavement this 
year and were spraying less 
chemicals, but getting more 
coverage. He stated their goal 
was more targeted spraying.

TAX LEVY from pg. 2

VAN PATTEN from pg. 5

my entire life. It’s some-
thing I feel pretty strong 
about, and so, when the time 
would arise, and there wasn’t 
enough people to run, then I 
would run, but life gets busy 
and then I didn’t run, then 
I’d be back on the council 
again,” said Van Patten.

Van Patten stated that she 
and the current council had 
taken down several aban-
doned houses in recent years 
and that she would like to 
take down more abandoned 
houses in the future, as fi-
nances allow. She stated that 
all small towns face challeng-
es with never having enough 
money to do what they want 
to do. Van Patten stated that 
residents don’t always under-
stand that the city has to work 
within specific parameters 
for money it receives, for ex-
ample only being able to use 

road money to repair roads. 
She noted that What Cheer 
has no large debt, something 
rare for small towns, having 
paid off the debt the city took 
to install new water lines two 
years ago. Van Patten stated 
that, since then, they have 
been able to work within a 
budget without borrowing 
money.

“What Cheer is a nice place 
to live, said Van Patten. “We 
have a lot of things going on 
in our town right now. We 
have a new home being built, 
a couple of large buildings 
going up, and there’s several 
people doing complete re-
models of houses, and so I 
think if we can continue to 
make our town look as good 
as we can, and try to have a 
positive view about things, I 
think we can improve it even 
more.”

Meet the Candidates: 
Rick Shafranek

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

WHAT CHEER – Rick 
Shafranek is running for re-
election to the What Cheer 
City Council. Shafranek, a 
retired carpenter, has been 
on the council for three years.

“I grew up basically around 
here. I attended English Val-
ley High School. I went to the 
service, then moved around a 
bit from 1980 to about 2015. I 
guess I’d seen all I needed to 
see and came home in 2015,” 
said Shafranek.

Shafranek stated that What 
Cheer was a little town, no 
different from any other, and 
faced the same problems. He 
stated that he wanted to see 
the streets get repaved and 
get the city infrastructure in 
better shape. He stated that 
the sewer and water systems 
were dated and needed to be 
addressed.

“One of What Cheer’s big-
gest problems is, like other 
small towns, it’s slowly dy-

ing, because it’s a bedroom 
community. It’s been a bed-
room community for Sigour-
ney and Oskaloosa both for 
years. When Sigourney lost 
Boise Cascade, that really 
hurt What Cheer. We lost 
the pottery, the mines closed, 
so Boise Cascade came to 
Sigourney and that kinda 
bred life back into the town 
for a long time, but now that’s 
gone. There’s no industry 
really close by to support it,” 
said Shafranek.

Shafranek stated that, if the 
city got a different council 
who wanted to see chang-
es made, that would help 
the town move forward in a 
progressive manner, instead 
of trying to kill or maintain 
the town. He stated that there 
were a lot of things they could 
do to make the town more 
attractive and make industry 
think of coming to the town. 
He stated he wanted to redo 
streets, water and sewers, be-
cause no industry would look 
at the town right now.

Aerial Applicator Continuing Instruction Course is November 5
SIGOURNEY – The Ae-

rial Applicator Continuing 
Instruction Course (CIC) for 
commercial  pesticide appli-
cators is on Wednesday, No-
vember 5, 2025 The program 
is provided by the Iowa  State 
University Extension and 
Outreach Pesticide Safety 
Education Program (PSEP).

The course will fulfill 2025 
continuing instruction re-

quirements for commercial 
pesticide  applicators certi-
fied in category 11. Some of 
the topics covered will in-
clude pesticide use and  the 
environment; pesticide labels 
and comprehension; and 
pests, pest management and  
pesticides.

The local attendance site is 
Keokuk County Extension 
Office 400 220th Ave Suite 

A. Sigourney, IA  52591. Pre-
registration may be required. 
Walk-ins are not guaranteed 
admission. The course  runs 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. To reg-
ister or to obtain additional  
information about the CIC, 
contact Emily Belvel at the 
ISU Extension and Outreach 
Keokuk  County office at 
641-622-2680 or ebelvel@
iastate.edu.

Certified Crop Adviser 
(CCA) Continuing Educa-
tion Units (CEUs) will be of-
fered at this program. 

Interested participants 
should bring their CCA 
number.

Additional information for 
this and other courses offered 
by the PSEP can be accessed 
at  https://www.extension.
iastate.edu/psep/. 

Use caution on

UNPROTECTED
streets 

WITHOUT 
stop or yield signs.

Give right-of-way.

In Memory of Myron Hammes
By Levi Lyle, Keokuk 

County Childcare Network
Not long ago, the Keota 

Child Care Initiative received 
a call that left a lasting im-
pact on all of us involved. 
It was from a man named 
Myron Hammes—someone 
many in the area may not 
have heard from in years, 

but whose roots in Keota run 
deep. Though he now lives 
in Arizona, Myron grew up 
right here in the Harper-Ke-
ota area, and his voice car-
ried the unmistakable tone of 
someone who hadn’t forgot-
ten where he came from.

He had heard about our 
effort to raise seed funds to 

establish a licensed child-
care center in Keota—a vital 
need for working families in 
our rural community. My-
ron wanted to support the 
cause. But as we spoke, he 
also shared part of his story, 
one that left me humbled and 
moved.

As a child, Myron en-
dured unimaginable 
loss. His eight sib-
lings were killed in a 
car accident, and not 
long after his birth, his 
mother passed away. 
His father died in 1972 
and from that point 
he was raised by his 
aunt, Viola Conklin. 
She lived in Harper 
and Myron graduated 
from Keota with the 
class of ’76. Through 
all the hardship, the 
town of Keota left a 
lasting imprint on 
him—a sense of care, 
resilience, and com-
munity that never left 
his heart. Despite the 
pain of his childhood, 
Myron spoke of Keota 
not with bitterness, 
but with care, and a 
kind of reverence for 
the people and place 
that shaped him.

He told me he want-

ed to give back—not just as a 
donor, but as someone who 
understands, perhaps more 
than most, how much chil-
dren need safety, care, and 
community in their earliest 
years. His contribution was 
more than financial—it was 
personal. A way of helping 
ensure that no child in Keota 
is ever without the support 
they need to grow, heal, and 
thrive.

I can’t fully express the 
gratitude I feel for Myron 
Hammes. His generosity is a 
reminder that this work we’re 
doing is felt and supported 
well beyond our communi-
ty. People like Myron are the 
reason this initiative will suc-
ceed—because they believe 
in the power of community, 
even from miles away, and 
because they understand 
just how much a single act of 
kindness can change a life.

We are building this child-
care center brick by brick, 
heart by heart. Myron’s sto-
ry shows us why it matters. 
And as we continue to raise 
the funds and support need-
ed to bring this vision to life, 
I hope others will follow his 
lead. Keota’s children deserve 
a future full of hope—and it 
will take all of us to make that 
future possible.
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Panthers take down Earlam 
in first round of the playoffs

By Scott Jackson | 
Ottumwa Courier

PACKWOOD — It didn't 
long for the to deliver the first 
blow.

Right from the opening 
kickoff, the Pekin Panthers 
set the tone for the first game 
of the Class A state football 
playoffs. Gabe Lockner had 
the ball jarred loose on a huge 
hit by Pekin's kickoff return 
team, leading to the first of 
Earlham's five turnovers on 
Friday night at Tom Stone 
Field.

Just two plays later, Pekin 
landed another haymaker, 
this time coming from their 
senior running back. Nolan 
Glick broke a pair of tackles 
rushing to the left and broke 
away from the rest of the Car-
dinal defense, dashing in for a 
32-yard touchdown run that 
gave the ninth-ranked Pan-
thers a lead they would never 
give up dominating on both 
sides of the ball in a 42-7 win 
over Earlham on Friday night.

"After that first hit that took 
(Lockner) out of the game, I 
think they realized we weren't 
here to play around," Glick 
said after rushing for 145 
yards and four touchdowns. 
"I was running mad. I just felt 
like every time I carried the 
ball, I had to get in the end 
zone."

Pekin, back home for the 
first time since surviving 
a scare in overtime against 
North Mahaska three weeks 
earlier, improved to 9-0 on 
the season earning at least 
one more home game this 
season. That home game will 
be this Friday night as the 
Panthers will take on eighth-
ranked North Linn (8-1) with 
the winner facing either top-

ranked Saint Ansgar (9-0) or 
West Fork in the state football 
quarterfinals on Nov. 7.

"I feel like we've been disre-
spected. We've seen in some 
statewide rankings where 
the 27th-ranked team in the 
state," Glick said. "There's 
nothing we can do about it 
except to keep working hard-
er every week and to keep it 
going."

Pekin's physical play result-
ed in Earlham being held to 
just 24 total yards gained and 
a 110-23 advantage in total 
rushing yards in the first half. 
Besides the ground attack 
paced by Glick, Riley Smith 
also completed seven of his 11 
pass attempts for 111 yards in-
cluding a 34-yard swing pass 
to Alijah Brock that capped 
Pekin's second drive of the 
game with a second touch-
down, lifting the Panthers to 
a 14-0 lead. 

"They're a confident group 
and they stick together," Pe-
kin head football coach Klynt 
Weber said. "We found that 
out at the end of the regular 
season. We pulled out games 
in which we were probably 
beaten twice, but the the guys 
are relentless. They've got the 
attitude to never quit and 
we've found ways to make it 
happen.

"All I ask every day are 
three things. Get one percent 
better, have energy and don't 
have any excuses. This group 
doesn't make excuses. They 
battle 48 minutes a night."

Smith scored on an 11-yard 
touchdown run early in the 
second quarter, capping Pe-
kin's third straight scoring 
drive, before connecting with 
Glick on a 25-yard pass that 
set up Glick's six-yard touch-

down run with just over four 
minutes left in the first half 
giving the Panthers a 28-0 
lead.

Landon Crow made sure 
Earlham never got any mo-
mentum going on in the first 
half, picking off a pass that led 
to Glick's second touchdown 
run before recovering a fum-
ble late in the half to protect 
Pekin's lead after Earlham re-
covered a fumble in Panther 
territory.

"We moved things around 
defensively and it kind of 
worked out," Crow said. "I'm 
usually at safety, but I was 
bumped up into the box and 
was able to make things hap-
pen."

Josh Winey's nine-yard 
touchdown run late in the 
third quarter capped a 13-
play scoring drive that put 
Earlham on the board, cut-
ting Pekin's lead to 28-7. 
The Panthers responded by 
driving back down the field 
twice more in the final period 
culminating with two more 
touchdown runs by Glick to 
close out the contest.

Besides carrying the ball 28 
times for 145 yards and four 
touchdowns, Glick also made 
a pair of catches for 34 yards 
and recovered an onside kick 
attempt by Earlham in the 
second half. The night could 
have turned out much differ-
ently, however, if Glick had 
not replaced a pivotal piece of 
playing equipment.

"I'm glad I got some new 
gloves," Glick said with a 
smile. "My old gloves were 
falling apart. Those new 
gloves saved me. If I hadn't 
had those, there's no way I 
would have been able to hold 
on to that ball."

Pekin boys, Klett, Frazier 
stamp tickets to State
Cole Millikin wins 
State qualifier race

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

OTTUMWA - When it 
came time to prove what they 
could do, five of the local run-
ners proved just how fast they 
were. 

Although all of their jour-
neys to the top of the stand-
ings were just a little bit dif-
ferent. 

Cole Millikin, the senior 
for Pekin had one of the eas-
ier paths to the front. Early 
on Millikin joined teammate 
Lane Fariss at the lead of the 
pack. After the first lap Fariss 
started to fade and Millikin 
easily passed his teammate. 
Once he was out front Mil-
likin never looked back. 

The senior would contin-
ue to lead the rest of the race, 
eventually winning with a 
time of 16:47.8. 

Just behind Millikin wasn't 
a teammate, but rather anoth-
er local runner who was try-
ing to make a statement. 

Sigourney senior Troy Klett 
was trying to chase down Mil-
likin, but the lead that Mil-
likin had was just too much. 

“I let Cole get out a little 
bit too far during the second 
mile, there, and I wasn’t able 
to catch him for the rest of 
the race,” Klett said. “I know I 
need to hang on for the second 
mile a little bit when it comes 
to the race next Saturday.”

In order to finish second 
Klett was able to use his big 
strength to get past a few Pe-
kin runners that had formed 
at the top of the pack. 

The Wildwood Park cross 
country course is one that fea-
tures a big uphill portion to 
start the race, before descend-

ing into the rest 
of the course. 
Klett, who is 
more of a down-
hill runner, was 
able to use the 
down hill por-
tion of the race 
to get into posi-
tion. 

“I made up a 
lot of ground 
on the down-
hill portions of 
the race,” Klett 
said. “I’ve always 
felt that I am 
really good on 
the downhills. 
That’s where I 
made up most of 
my ground.”

Klett finished 
second with a 
time of 17:13, 
which qualifies 
him to his second-straight 
State cross country meet. Klett 
finished 78th at the State meet 
last season.

Three other local runners 
would finish in the top-10 on 
Thursday. Lane Fariss would 
fade to fifth overall in the 
race with a time of 17:29.6. 
Teammate Mason Dahlstrom 
finished sixth with a time of 
17:39. those times qualified 
both of them to the State meet. 

Dahlstrom ran at the State 
meet last year, finishing in 
83rd.  

English Valleys sophomore 
Isaac Fraizer would finish 
eighth overall with a time of 
17:46.3, which qualified him 
to a second-straight State meet 
as well. 

"I'd like to see him improve 
from last year," English Val-
leys coach, Luke Caster said 
about Fraizer. "Going to the 
State meet as a freshman is 

not an easy thing to do. Now 
that he has that experience 
under his belt, I think he has 
continued to press and work 
hard, and I think it will all pay 
off next week when we run at 
Fort Dodge."  

As a freshman Frazier fin-
ished 90th at the State meet 
last year. 

The Pekin boys team fin-
ished with 69 total points, and 
second overall in the team 
standings, which qualifies 
their whole team to the State 
meet. 

Landon Fariss finished 28th 
overall with a time of 19:38. 
Brody Sobaski was 31st overall 
with a time of 19:56. Clayton 
Harvey was 36th and Hayden 
Miller was 78th overall. 

The class 1A State boys cross 
country race will begin at 2:45 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 1 in 
Fort Dodge. 

Photos by Mark Schafer 

Pekin's Lane Fariss (1176) leads a big pack of runners during the early stages of the 
State qualifying cross country meet held Oct. 23 in Ottumwa.  

Pekin senior Cole Millikin runs towards 
the finish line during the State qualifier 
meet held in Ottumwa on Oct. 23. Mil-
likin won the meet to stamp his ticket 
to the State meet. 

Members of the English Valleys girls cross country team pose with their state qualifying 
banner after finishing second at the State qualifier meet held in Ottumwa on Oct. 23. It is 
the second-straight year the English Valleys girls team has qualified for the State meet. 

Glosser wins district meet, EV girls 
qualify for second-straight State meet

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

OTTUMWA - A little bit 
of a slow start wasn't going to 
hold her back. 

Especially since she knew 
the course as well as she did. 

That's why the slow start by 
Pekin senior Chloe Glosser 
didn't worry her on Thursday 
afternoon at the class 1A State 
qualifier meet held in Ottum-
wa.

“I wasn’t able to get an amaz-
ing start to the race,” Glosser 
said. “That seems to be kind of 
a theme at this course.” 

Glosser took her time find-
ing her footing, espeically in 
the uphill portion that dom-
inates the first half of the 
Wildwood Park cross coun-
try course. Once she was able 
to get her footing, the senior 
charged up to the front, where 
she would stay for the rest of 
the race. 

“I have really been strug-
gling with the uphills the last 
couple of weeks,” Glosser said. 
“I knew I just had to power 
through those and then use 
the momentum from the hills 
for the downhills. I was able to 
take the lead, and I knew that 
the second place runner was 
right there and ready to take 
the lead if I let her.”

Throughout the course 
Glosser was able to keep her 
pace, and eventually pull away 
from the rest of the field. The 
second lap seemed to be an 
easier one for the senior as 
she was able to stride away for 
a winning time of 18:46.4 to 
win the meet and stamp her 
ticket to the State cross coun-
try meet. She won the State 
qualifier meet by just over 12 
seconds. 

“I felt smooth and like my 
stride was working really 
good for me,” Glosser said. 

“I felt good after I passed the 
finish line during the first lap. 
I was able to build my lead and 
use the momentum I built up 
for the second lap.”

After finishing third last 
season at the State meet, 
Glosser, who is ranked third 
in class 1A could enter the 
State meet with a lot of high 
expectations. However, the se-
nior is just trying to enjoy her 
final high school cross coun-
try runs. 

“I don’t have any strong 
expectations for next week,” 
Glosser said. “I don’t want to 
put too much pressure on my-
self. I am confident with my 
training and my placing. I am 
also confident in God’s plan 
for me.”

Glosser wasn't the only ath-
lete that had success at the 
district meet in Ottumwa on 
Thursday. 

English Valleys runner 
Anna Luers would run to 
a 10th place finish in the 
race, finishing with a time of 
21:01.7. That qualified her for 
the State meet as well. Howev-
er, she would later learn that 
the rest of her team was going 
to join her at the State meet. 

Overall the English Valleys 
girls cross country team fin-
ished with a team score of 68, 
which placed them second, 
just behind Martensdale-St. 
Mary's with 43 points. 

With the second-place fin-
ish the Bears were able to 
qualify to the State meet. 

"It is very exciting for us. We 
are looking forward to com-
peting at State once again," 
said English Valleys cross 
country coach Luke Caster. 
"Hopefully the girls have a lit-
tle bit more experience under 
their belts. Last year we were 
mostly just freshmen and 
sophomores. I think the ex-
perience from last year should 

make this year better. I just 
hope we do a good job, and 
preform well."

Last season the English 
Valleys girls team placed fifth 
at the State meet, just three 
points away from third. 

"All year we've just been a 
team that runs as a cluster to-
gether," caster explained. "We 
did what we needed to do to 
qualify."

Addison Achenbach would 
finish 16th overall in the race 
with a time of 22 minutes. 
Kaylynn Caster was able to 
finish 19th with a time of 
22:37. In 22nd place was Au-
brey Achenbach. Kailor Lown 
finished 23rd with a time of 
22:53. Kaylee Frazier was 32nd 
overall. 

"We have worked hard all 
summer and put in a lot of 
miles throughout the season," 
Coach Caster said. "We are 
starting to see all the bene-
fits from the miles we put in. 
Success starts to breed success 
and we are seeing that."

Sigourney did not quali-
fy anyone to the State meet. 
Leading the way was Addison 
Yates who finished 11th, with 
a time of21:14. Ellie Yates was 
14th overall with a time of 
21:36. Brynn Clarahan was 
26th. In 40th was Cloee Wil-
son and Kia Montgomery fin-
ished 60th. 

The Sigourney girls finished 
fifth overall. 

Pekin's team was 6th over-
all. Abby Guise was 21st over-
all. Maddy Petrehn was 34th. 
Hailey Pedrick was able to fin-
ish in 44th. Callie Deutschle 
was 46th. In 48th was Bree 
Earnest, Harper Guise fin-
ished 53rd. 

The State meet will take 
place Nov. 1 in Fort Dodge 
with the girls race starting at 
2 p.m. 

Photos by Mark Schafer

Eagles soar past Bears, fall in second round
By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

KEOTA - Last Monday 
there was nothing, but smiles 
to be had.

That's what happens when a 
volleyball team wins their first 
post season match in over two 
years. 

The Eagles were able to start 
off the class 1A regional tour-
nament with a 3-1 win over 
English Valleys last Monday. 
It was the first time that the 
Eagles had won a first round 
tournament game since 2023, 
but it was their first comfort-
able first round win since 
2019 when the Eagles swept 
Tri-County in the first round. 

"We are so extremely proud 
of the team, and the season 
that they have had," said Ke-
ota co-head coach Shannon 
Greiner. "We are just so proud 
of the team. We started the 
season a little slow, and espe-
cially the conference play a 
little slow too."

Even in their 3-1 win over 
English Valleys the slow start 
crept in a little bit for the Ea-
gles. 

Early on it seemed like Ke-
ota might fly away with the 
win, as they built an 18-9 lead 
in the opening set. English 
Valleys would eventually go 
on a run and bring the score 
23-22 before the Eagles soared 
back to win the final two 
points and get the win. 

However, things seemed to 
fall apart in the second set. 
Keota took a slight lead to 
start the set, but then English 
Valleys would score 15 of the 
next 17 points to take a 15-3 
lead. 

The Eagles fought back and 
closed the score 21-15 late in 
the second set, but the Ea-
gles still had plenty of fight in 
them. Despite going down 24-

15, Keota scored the next four 
points to close within 24-19. 
Any shots of making a come-
back in the set were dashed as 
a tipped ball fell out of bounds 
and gave the set point to the 
Bears. 

The second set, 25-19 set-
back, seemed to inspire the 
Eagles. 

"Sometimes we just seem 
to put on bricks for shoes in 
between sets," Keota co-head 
coach Jillian Redlinger said. 
"Sometimes we just get very 
sluggish and hesitant. If we 
don't get into a flow we are just 
off on everything. I think a lot 
of that second set we played 
with a lot of hesitation like we 
were expecting someone else 
to make the play."

The Eagles fell down 5-3 in 
the start of the third set, then 
they seemed to wake up. They 
immediately tied the set at 
five, and then scored the next 
seven points to take a 12-5 
lead. The rest of the way En-
glish Valleys seemed to be the 
one wearing the cement shoes. 

"Addy Purkeypile told us 
and the team that she didn't 
want her last volleyball game 
at home to be a defeat," Grein-

er said. "So the girls really took 
the mistakes of the second set 
to heart, and that set us on the 
path to finish out the rest of 
the match."

Keota won the third set 25-
13, as they looked like a com-
pletely different team than the 
one that played in the second 
set. 

In the fourth set the Eagles 
fell behind early, but two long 
service runs helped the Eagles 
secure a 12-5 lead. They would 
use that momentum to gain 
an eventual 25-17 win, and 
move onto the next round of 
the class 1A regional tourna-
ment.

For English Valleys their 
season ended with an 11-15 
overall record.

Keota advanced to play Ce-
dar Ridge Christian on Oct. 
22. There, the Eagles were 
swept 3-0, which ended their 
season. 

Cedar Ridge Christian won 
the first set 25-11. The second 
set ended 25-6. In the third 
set Cedar Ridge Chritian won 
25-12.

Overall the Eagles finished 
the season with a record of 
11-10.

Keota's Jaylah Redlinger (3) challenges English Valleys 
Anna Gorsh (left) for a ball at the net during an Oct. 20 
match played in Keota. Redlinger would eventually win 
the point for Keota. Photo by Mark Schafer
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Home course advantage 
proved to be the biggest ad-
vantage for him.

Thursday, at the State qual-
ifier cross country meet held 
in Ottumwa, Pekin's Cole 
Millikin was able to use his 
senior knowledge to excel at 
Wildwood Park. 

Millikin didn't take the 
lead until after the first mile 
of the course was done, but 
once he took the lead, there 
was no stopping the Pekin 
senior. Millikin extended his 
lead throughout the second 
lap of the race and was even-

tually able to cross the finish 
line with a winning time of 16 
minutes 47 seconds. That was 
more than 23 seconds ahead 
of the next closest finisher, 
Troy Klett of Sigourney. 

Millikin's win not only au-
tomatically qualified him for 
the State cross country meet, 
his first place finish helped his 
team qualify for the the State 
cross country meet as well. 

The News-Review would 
like to congratulate Millikin 
on being named this week's 
Athlete of the Week.  

He scored the first touch-
down of the game, and that 
was just the start of everything 
for the sophomore. 

Friday night Blake Baker, as 
well as the rest of the Sigour-
ney-Keota team, were able to 
win their first round playoff 
game. One of the main 
reasons why the Co-
bras are advancing 
to the second round 
of the playoffs is be-
cause of Baker. 

Offensively Baker 
scored two touch-
downs, and led the 

Cobras with 125 total yards 
rushing, averaging 9.6 yards 
per carry. 

Baker wasn't just strong on 
offense either. Defensively the 
sophomore finished with 3.5 
total tackles in the game with 

a sack. Baker also had an 
interception that he re-

turned for nine yards. 
The News-Review 

would like to con-
gratulate Baker on 
his outstanding week 
of play, and for be-

ing named this week's 
Athlete of the Week.  

Cole Millikin Blake Baker
Athletes of the Week

By Mark Schafer
Sponsored 

by

Sigourney, Pekin 
fall in regional 
first round games

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

EDDYVILLE - Going up 
against the defending State 
runners-up there wasn't 
much room for mistakes. 

Although the Ed-
dyville-Blakesburg-Fre-
mont team that played 
Sigourney is vastly differ-
ent than the EBF team that 
finished second in 2024, 
Sigourney still entered the 
match last Monday want-
ing to play well. 

Although the Savages 
did play well throughout 
the match, EBF was able to 
take a 3-1 victory. 

The Rockets won the 
first set 25-19, but Sigour-
ney answered in the sec-
ond set with a 25-23 win. 
Both teams continued to 
pile on the scoring in the 
third set. Eventually, EBF 
was able to take a 25-21 
victory to take a 2-1 match 
lead. 

The fourth set was close 
with both teams pressing 
each other, but EBF was 
able to win 27-25 to con-
tinue their season. 

Sigourney finished the 

season 12-10 overall. 
Panthers fall in four

WINFIELD - They had 
their chances in every set, 
but the ball just didn't seem 
to roll their way. 

In the opening round of 
the class 1A region 2 tour-
nament the Peklin Pan-
thers fell to Southeast Iowa 
Super Conference foe, 
Winfield-Mt. Union, 3-1. 

The Wolves started off 
the match with a 25-20 
victory in the first set. 
Pekin powered back and 
seemed to take control of 
the match with a second 
set, 25-16 victory. 

Both teams battled each 
other throughout the third 
set before Winfield-Mt. 
Union would grab a 25-
22 victory. In the fourth 
set both teams seemed to 
struggle to pull away from 
each other, but eventual-
ly the Wolves were able 
to grab a second-straight 
25-22 victory. That ended 
the match, and the Pekin 
season. 

Overall the Panthers fin-
ished 12-15 on the year. 

Cobras close road on I-35, prepare for 
Beckman Catholic in the next round
Sigourney-Keota 
starts playoffs with 
45-0 win

By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY - It wasn't the 
scoring pace that won them 
the game, instead, it was the 
often times invisible force that 
delivered a win, and a sense of 
healing.

Friday night, the Sigour-
ney-Keota football team didn't 
start out the game with terrif-
ic scoring pace, but what they 
did bring to the gridiron was a 
brute force that eventually led 
to the pain from the near past 
heal. 

On Friday night the Cobras 
made a statement as they were 
able to shutout Interstate 35, 
45-0 to advance to the second 
round of the playoffs. With 
the victory, the Cobras were 
able to erase a bit of the linger-
ing pain they felt from their 
first round playoff defeat to 
West Branch a year ago.

Early in the game, the Co-
bras wanted to take control of 
the game. They did so by us-
ing their physicality and run-
ning game.

All the momentum for the 
game seemed to come off the 
first drive the Cobras had 
when they were able to march 
down field and take the lead. 
On top of that, they took more 
than enough time off the 
clock too. 

“That first drive of the 
game really sets the tone,” 
Jared Jensen, the head coach 
for the Sigourney-Keota foot-
ball team, said. “When you’re 
a team that can just get the 
three and half yards, play af-
ter play, that is demoralizing 
for the opponent. Interstate 
35 tried to stop us, but we 
just had so many holes, that 
our guys were able to find the 
hole and attack it. The offen-
sive line dominated the line 
of scrimmage, and our backs 
were able to get those three 
and a half yards, especially on 
the first drive.”

Little by little, the Cobras 
were able to get their backs 
through the holes. The drive 
ended when sophomore run-
ning back Blake Baker was 

able to stomp across the goal 
line from one yard out for the 
score. 

At the end of the drive, the 
Cobras not only took the lead, 
but they also had eaten more 
than eight minutes off the 
clock. 

“If you can control the game 
from the first drive, then that 
is huge because you can set the 
tone for the rest of the game,” 
senior quarterback Brayden 
Wood said. “If you’re setting 
the tone like we did, then the 
other team has to think, how 
are we going to stop them? 
Once you get them to think 
that, then the mental mistakes 
are just going to continue to 
come. When you can milk the 
clock, then that is going to just 
keep things going well.”

In the closing minutes of the 
second quarter, the Cobras 
would use their defense to cre-
ate an opportunity for their 
offense, and kill off the mo-
mentum that the Roadrun-
ners seemed to be building. 

The Roadrunners had 
thrown the ball well through-
out the drive and were threat-
ening to score. As they neared 
the end zone, the Roadrun-
ners went for a corner pass 
at the goal line. As the ball 
floated through the air, a 
sophomore defensive back 
for the Cobras, Landon Fisch, 
tracked the ball down. 

Fisch was able to jump in 
front of the ball to get the in-
terception. He was able to re-
turn it for 18 yards before he 
was tackled.

“That interception by 
Landon was absolutely huge,” 
Jensen said. “They were able 
to make some ground up. 
Then Landon made that play 

and was able to really step up. 
For a sophomore player that 
has played JV most of the sea-
son, he was able to get a big 
time play. He’s a player that 
everyone is going to know re-
ally quick.”

With the ball back, the Co-
bras used their physicality 
to drive down the field and 
add to their lead after Carson 
O’Rourke rushed it in from 
five yards out. 

The modest 14-0 halftime 
lead would soon ramp up as 
the physical play of the Cobras 
would wear down I-35 during 
the second half. 

“I think when you can set 
the tone with physicality early 
on then you have a great op-
portunity to bury a team early 
on,” Wood said. “It’s not like 
we were able to bury them ear-
ly with the score, but we were 
physical the whole game. We 
got some turnovers off of that, 
and then we wore them down 
and that was a big part of the 
difference tonight.”

The Cobras came out on a 
mission in the second half as 
they scored off a 28-yard field 
goal, before adding a 12-yard 
touchdown pass from Wood 
to John Berg. The third quar-
ter ended when Baker scored 
his second one yard touch-
down rush of the game. 

“We just wore them down,” 
Wood said. “We knew if 
we kept the physicality up 
throughout the game, then 
eventually they were going to 
break down.”

The scores kept up into 
the fourth quarter. Landon 
Conrad scored off a six-yard 
touchdown run. O’Rourke 
capped off the scoring with 
a nine-yard touchdown rush 

with 4:12 left in the fourth 
quarter. 

More importantly, the Co-
bra defense kept Interstate 35 
completely off the scoreboard.

“When we started to sub 
there at the end, our coaches 
told the players we needed to 
keep the zero on the board,” 
Jensen said. “It motivated 
them. Defense has kept us a 
float most of the season. To-
night, our offense was able to 
compliment our defense. To 
get a shutout in the playoffs 
against an evenly matched 
team and hold them to zero 
points is something that we 
can build off of.”

Not only does the win ad-
vance the Cobras to the next 
round of the playoffs, it helps 
eliminate the sour taste left in 
the mouth from last year’s ear-
ly playoff exit.

“It is great to get this win,” 
Wood said. “Last year was 
tough because you never want 
to walk off your own field like 
that. To not only get the win, 
but also put up that goose egg 
on the scoreboard and score 
45 is huge for everyone.”

The Cobras finished the 
game with 285 rushing yards, 
led by Blake Baker, who had 
13 carries for 125 yards and 
two scores. Landon Conrad 
added 60 yards off 14 rushes 
and a touchdown. Wood had 
41 yards off 10 rushes. 

Wood completed two of his 
three passes for 18 yards and a 
touchdown. Berg caught a 12 
yard pass and Hunter Sellers 
brought in a six yard recep-
tion. 

The defense of Sigour-
ney-Keota held Interstate 35 to 
just 80 yards of offense. 

Chase Clarahan had five 
tackles to lead the team. Owen 
Menke added three tackles of 
his own. Blake Baker had 3.5 
tackles, Jacob Libe and Ryker 
Van Den Heuvel had two 
tackles each. 

Menke recovered a fumble. 
Fisch and Baker both had an 
interception each. 

The win advances the Co-
bras to the second round of 
the playoffs where they will 
take on Beckman Catholic (8-
1) in Dyersville on Oct. 31.

Photos by Mark Schafer
Sigourney-Keota running back Ayden Galindo (22) pow-
ers through a couple of Interstate 35 players during a run 
in the second half of the game. 
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COURT RECORDS

PROPERTY TRANSFERS
Oct. 13th
Warranty Deed: Timothy B. 

Denny to Troy J. Denny; UN-
DIVIDED ONE HALF INTER-
EST, PT SE SW 25-75-13, SW 
SE 25-75-13, EXCEPT MISC 
RECORD B32 P35.

Warranty Deed: Timothy B. 
Denny to Troy J. Denny; UN-
DIVIDED ONE HALF INTER-
EST, SW NE 32-75-12, PT NE 
SW 32-75-12, PT NW SE 32-
75-12, NW SW 32-75-12, PT 

NE SW 32-75-12, SW SW 32-
75-12, SE SW 32-75-12, PT 
NW SE 32-75-12, PT SW SE 
32-75-12, RR ROW PT NW 
SE 32-75-12, RR ROW PT SW 
SE 32-75-12, RR ROW PT SE 
SW 32-75-12. 

Warranty Deed: Troy J. Den-
ny, Heather M. Denny to Tim-
othy B. Denny; UNDIVIDED 
ONE HALF INTEREST, PT 
SW NW 30-75-12, PT NW SW 
30-75-12, PT SW SW 30-75-

12, EXCEPT MISC RECORD 
B32 P35, EXCEPT PLAT 
2025-0430.

Warranty Deed: Troy J. 
Denny, Heather M. Denny to 
Timothy B Denny; UNDIVID-
ED ONE HALF INTEREST, 
NW SE 25-75-13, PT NE SE 
25-75-13, SE SE 25-75-13, PT 
NE SW 25-75-13, PT SW NE 
25-75-13, EXCEPT MISC RE-
CORD B32 P35. 

Warranty Deed: Thomas 

Sereg, Karen Sereg to Thom-
as F. Sereg Co. Trustee, Kar-
en Sereg Co Trustee, Thomas 
and Karen Sereg Revocable 
Trust, Thomas Sereg Revoca-
ble Trust, Karen Sereg Recov-
able Trust; NE SW 10-74-12, 
NW SW 10-74-12, NW NW 10-
74-12, SW NW 10-74-12, PT 
NE NW 10-74-12, PT SE NW 
10-74-12, PT SW SW 03-74-
12, PT NW SW 03-74-12, Lot: 
02 NE SW 04-74-12, Lot: 03 
NE SW 04-74-12, Lot: 04 NE 
SW 04-74-12, SE SE 04-74-
12, NE NE 09-74-12, NW NE 
09-74-12, PT SE NE 09-74-12, 

Oct. 15th
Affidavit Transfer: Richard 

L. Fancher Deceased to Eliz-
abeth Ann Fancher, David 
Lee Fancher, Phillip Richard 
Fancher; UNIDIVIDED 1/20 
INTEREST IN, SE NW 33-77-
12.

Affidavit Transfer: Barbara 
Judith Fancher Deceased to 
Elizabeth Ann Fancher, David 
Lee Fancher, Phillip Richard 
Fancher; UNIDIVIDED 1/4 IN-
TEREST IN, SE NW 33-77-12. 

Oct. 16th
Deed Quit Claim: Earl B. 

Greiner, Tanya K. Greiner to 
Earl B. Greiner Co Trustee, 
Tanya K. Geiner Co Trustee, 

Earl and Tanya Greiner Fam-
ily Trust, Earl Greiner Family 
Trust, Tanya Greiner Family 
Trust. SD01 Lot: 02 SE NW 
27-74-10 Parcel: AUD PAR 
E, PLAT B418 P171, D02 PT 
Lot: 09 NW 30-74-10, PT Lot: 
07 NW 30-74-10, D02 PT Lot: 
02 NW 30-74-10, PLAT 2003-
0514, PT NW 19-74-10.

Trustee Warranty Deed: 
Leonard Junior Starr Trust, 
Deborah Neff Co Trustee, 
Brenda Starr Co Executor to 
Brenda Starr; UNDIVIDED 1/2 
INTEREST IN, PT SW 27-74-
11, EXCEPT PLAT B347 P70, 
NW SW 03-74-10, SW NW 03-
74-10.

Court Officer Deed: Karen 
Sue Starr, Deborah Neff Co 
Executor, Brenda Starr Co Ex-
ecutor to Brenda Starr; UNDI-
VIDED 1/2 INTEREST IN, PT 
SW 27-74-11, EXCEPT PLAT 
B347 P70, NW SW 03-74-10, 
SW NW 03-74-10.

Court Officer Deed: Karen 
Sue Starr Estate, Deborah 
Neff Co Executor, Brenda 
Starr Co Executor to Brenda 
Starr; PT Lot: 11 SW NW 27-
74-10, PLAT B2 P144, PT Lot: 
11 SW NW 27-74-10, Lot: 01 
NW SW 27-74-10, PLAT B2 
P142.

Warranty Deed: Alan 
Grimm, Vicky E. Grimm to 
VCM Management Corp: 
KESWICK KESMONT Lot: 02. 

Oct. 17th
Trustee Warranty Deed: 

Laurie L. Luettjohann Co 
Trustee, Keith E. Luettjohann 
Co Trustee, Laurie L. & Keith 
E. Luettjohann Family Trust, 
Laurie L. Luettjohann Fami-
ly Trust, Keith E. Luetjohann 
Family Trust to H & M Farm & 
Home Realty LLC. SIGOUR-
NEY SHAFERS ADDITION 
Lot: 05 Block: 02, SIGOUR-
NEY SHAFERS ADDITION 
Lot: 08 Block: 01, PT SIGOUR-
NEY SHAFERS ADDITION 
Lot: 07 Block: 01, PT ALLEY 
SIGOURNEY SHAFERS AD-
DITION Block: 01, PT LAF-
FER STREET SIGOURNEY 
SHAFERS ADDITION Block: 
01, LAFFER ST PT SIGOUR-
NEY SHAFERS ADDITION 
Block: 01, LAFFER ST PT 
SIGOURNEY SHAFERS AD-
DITION Block: 02.

Deed Quit Claim: Michael 
John Bloem, Rhonda La-
Vonne Bloem to Michael R. 
Young; SIGOURNEY ORIGI-
NAL PLAT SIGOURNEY Lot: 
03 Block: 16.

Civil
Oct. 17th
Defendant Naomi Sellers; 

Plaintiff Unify Financial Feder-
al CreditUnion; Order Setting 
Trial.

Oct. 22nd
Defendant Brooke Erin Sue 

Vannoy; Plaintiff Community 
1st Credit Union; Judgment 
Default.

Oct. 23rd
Defendants Chad W. Baker, 

Emily Baker, Elite Concrete 
Coatings LLC; Plaintiff Pro-
Line Building Co of Iowa Inc; 
Petition Filed.

OWI
Oct. 20th
Defendant Devin Lee Fleen-

er; Payor Holly Dickey; Order 
of Arraignment.

Oct. 21st
Defendant Joseph L. Winn; 

Plaintiff State of Iowa; Order of 
Arraignment.

Small Claims

Oct. 21st
Defendant Brett Arthur 

Buehneman; Plaintiff Veridian 
Credit Union; Small Claims 
Original Notice. 

Defendants Christy Lea 
Burdock, Kevin Lee Burdock; 
Plaintiff Credit Bureau Ser-
vices of IA Inc; Small Claims 
Original Notice.

Oct. 22nd
Defendant Alicia Crosby; 

Plaintiff LVNV Funding LLC; 
Motion for Continuance.

Defendant William J. 
George; Plaintiff Cavalry SPC 
I, LLC; Small Claims Original 
Notice. 

Defendant Kirk M. Puttman; 
Plaintiff Daniel L. Zielstorf; 
Small Claims Original Notice. 

Criminal
Oct. 17th
Defendant Nathan Glenn 

Smith; Plaintiff State of Iowa; 
Probation Revocation.

Defendant David Alan 

Heady Jr.; Payee Keokuk 
County; Plaintiff State of Iowa; 
Notice of Appeal.

Defendant Shawn Lynn 
Howard; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Order of Arraignment.

Defendant Matthew Lee 
Lanman; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Criminal Complaint.

Defendant Sheffiney Shae 
Thomas; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Motion for Continuance.

Oct. 18th
Defendant Matthew Lee 

Lanman; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Hearing for Initial Ap-
pearance.

Oct. 19th
Defendant William Braxton 

McCarroll; Plaintiff Criminal 
Complaint.

Oct. 20th
Defendant Clifford L. Fritz; 

Payee Keokuk County; Plain-
tiff State of Iowa; Hearing for 
Initial Appearance.

Defendant William Braxton 

McCarroll; Plaintiff Hearing for 
Initial Appearance. 

Defendant Holly Noel Mor-
rison; Payor Jordan Simon; 
Plaintiff State of Iowa; Motion 
for Continuance. 

Defendant Max John Thom-
as Dotson; Payees Jefferson 
County Sheriff Office, Keokuk 
County; Payor Shannon Price; 
Plaintiff State of Iowa; Motion 
for Continuance.

Defendant Genevieve Lea 
Dannels; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Motion for Continuance.

Defendant Saidrieck James 
Wesley Geromini; Plaintiff 
State of Iowa; Hearing for Ini-
tial Appearance. 

Oct. 21st
Defendant Nathan Glenn 

Smith; Plaintiff State of Iowa; 
Order for Probation Revoca-
tion.

Defendant Matthew Allen 
Slaughter; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Criminal Complaint.

Defendant Jasmine Jean 
VanPatten; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Hearing for Initial Ap-
pearance. 

Oct. 22nd 
Defendant Ashley Beth 

Zamora; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Motion for Continuance.

Defendant Tyler Joseph M. 
Ellis; Plaintiff State of Iowa; 
Criminal Complaint, Hearing 
for Initial Appearance. 

Oct. 23rd
Defendant William Braxton 

McCarroll; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Order for Arraignment.

Defendant William Braxton 
McCarroll; Plaintiff State of 
Iowa; Trial Information.

Scheduled Traffic
Oct. 17th
Defendant Lisa P. Copeland; 

Speeding 55 or Under Zone 
(6-10 Over).

Oct. 18th
Defendant John Brennan 

Hunter Whitacre; Speeding 55 

or Under Zone (1-5 Over).
Oct. 19th
Defendant Andrea Nicole 

Kiefer; Speeding 55 or Under 
Zone (6-10 Over).

Defendant Andrea Nicole 
Kiefer; Operation Without 
Registration Card or Plate. 

Defendant Thomas Irwin 
Thornton; Speeding 55 or Un-
der Zone (6-10 Over).

Oct. 20th
Defendant Mark Allen Hardy 

Jr; Registration Violation.
Oct. 21st
Defendant David M. Dyke; 

Failure to Provide Proof of Fi-
nancial Liability.

Oct. 22nd
Defendant Francool Ban-

gwete; Speeding 55 or Under 
Zone (6-10 Over).

Defendant Christopher 
Clubb; Registration Violation.

PUBILC NOTICE
Tri-County CSD • Minutes 10.15.2025

TRI-COUNTY CSD 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MEETING
October 15, 2025 - 5:30 pm
Board Room
3003 Hwy 22
Thornburg, IA 50255 
MEETING MINUTES
Board President Chad McKain 

called the regular meeting to or-
der at 5:30 p.m. Beckie Appleget, 
Board Secretary, acknowledged a 
quorum of the board by roll call. 
Board members present: Chad 

McKain and Derek Hall. Ben Moly-
neux was present via cell phone 
and then arrived at 5:41 p.m.
Board member absent: Jacob Ed-

mundson and Heather Schmidt.
Also Present: Superintendent, 

Chad Straight; Principal, Jenni-
fer Berg; Athletic Director, Aman-
da Sowers; and Board Secretary, 
Beckie Appleget.
Reading of the Mission Statement 

by Jennifer Berg. 
Approval of Consent Agenda
Hall moved, seconded by Moly-

neux, to approve the consent 
agenda items. Motion carried 3/0. 
Amend/Approve Agenda: None. 
Minutes: The minutes from the 
September 17, 2025, regular meet-
ing. Financial Reports: SBO, Sta-
cey Kolars, provided the board 
with financial reports. Summa-
ry List of Bills: General/PPEL/
SAVE/Nutrition Funds bills total-
ing $146,255.04, and Activity Fund 
bills totaling $8,889.66. Resigna-
tions: Brianna Taddonio, food ser-
vice worker. 
Communications and Reports
Student Reports/Programs/Cele-

brations: Ms. Berg recognized the 
student of the month recipients. El-
ementary: 3-year-old Preschool: 
Rodrigo Mendez Cepeda. 4-year-
old Preschool: Serenity Keys. Kin-
dergarten: Jasper Taddonio. 1st 
Grade: Jaxon Taddonio. 2nd Grade: 
Elliot Edmundson. 3rd Grade: El-
lenor Winkleman. 4th Grade: Wil-
low Roorda. 5th Grade: Paisley 
Edmundson. 6th Grade: Dax Tut-
tle. Secondary: Easton Krumm 
and Naz Davis. Community/Public 
Request: Samantha Brumbaugh, 
school nurse, was present to re-
quest epinephrine auto-injectors 

(EpiPens) for use in our school 
buildings. These will be maintained 
in accordance with state guidelines 
and used in the event of a severe 
allergic reaction or anaphylaxis 
emergency. The EpiPens are free 
annually to the school. It was the 
consensus that the board to pur-
sue the free offer to provide a saf-
er environment for students, staff, 
and visitors. 
Board Report: None. Superinten-

dent Report: Mr. Straight thanked 
all staff for an excellent start to the 
school year. He shared information 
about solar, and he has sent out re-
quests for proposals to solar ven-
dors. The IASB school board con-
vention will be November 19-21, 
2025. 
Pr incipal Repor t: Ms. Berg 

thanked What Cheer Fire for pre-
senting on Fire Safety Week to 
grades PK-3, and she also thanked 
FFA for hosting Feed a Farmer 
Day. The onsite Food Pantry was 
approved for another year. Ms. 
Berg is applying for the Keokuk 
County Endowment Grant to help 
our extracurricular/athletic funds. 
8th Grade Career Day is set for 
November 21st. SIAC will set edu-
cational goals at the next meeting 
on October 22nd. Activities Director 
Report: Coaching Positions; resig-
nations: none; recommendations: 
none. Current Open Positions: JH 
baseball, HS boys wrestling, and 
JH & HS girls wresting coach-
es. Girls’ Wrestling (HS & JH) the 
HS and JH girls will be wrestling 
with Sigourney. The head coach 
will be scheduling a meeting here 
with the girls sometime soon. We 
will provide transportation to and 
from Sigourney. Volleyball games 
at TC went well. We had a good 
turnout for both HS and JH. Fund-
raising; we sold 45 shirts through 
the Elite fan store. We are in the 
process of getting senior banners 
done. We received our Track State 
Qualifiers Champions banner for 
the gym. Meetings and trainings; 
monthly AD meeting was 10/1, and 
the Southeast District Meeting was 
10/6. They are encouraging ADs 
to become registered or certified 
ADs. Mrs. Sowers is looking into 
that. Mrs. Sowers will be attend-

ing the new AD workshop, part 2, 
in November. 
Old Business
Action/Discussion on PPEL and 

SAVE Projects: The cafeteria air 
conditioning has been installed. 
New Business
Employment of Personnel: Moly-

neux moved, seconded by Hall to 
approve contracts to Laurie Hen-
ning; food service worker, and 
Shyanne Brackelsberg, associate. 
Motion carried 3/0. Action/Discus-
sion on 1st Reading of Board Pol-
icies 208, 208R, 401.01,502.07, 
506.01, 506.01E1-E5, 507.02, 708, 
710.01E1, 802.02, 804.05: The 
board reviewed the policies. IASB 
updated the policies. Hall moved, 
seconded by Molyneux to approve 
the 1st reading of the policies. Mo-
tion carried 3/0. Action/Discus-
sion on School Report Card: Mr. 
Straight and Ms. Berg shared and 
discussed the School Report Card. 
Both the elementary and second-
ary were rated commendable, and 
neither school was targeted. This 
is great news for the district, they 
thanked the staff for doing an ex-
cellent job. 
Action/Discussion on Certified 

Enrollment: Mr. Straight shared and 
discussed the certified enrollment 
numbers with the board. Enroll-
ment numbers are slighting down 
this year. He reported that enroll-
ment fluctuations are typical and 
enrollment trends will continue to 
be monitored. 
Action/Discussion on Chang-

ing Time of Next Board Meeting: 
Hall moved, seconded by Moly-
neux to change the November 19, 
2025 meeting time to 12:00 (noon) 
in order for board members to at-
tend the school board convention. 
Board members will be offered 
school lunch that day, prior to the 
meeting. Motion carried 3/0. 
Adjournment: Molyneux moved, 

seconded by Hall, to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:14 p.m. Motion car-
ried 3/0.
President, Chad McKain
Board Secretary, Beckie Appleget
Published in The News-Review on 

October 29, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Tri-County CSD • October 2025 Claims

TRI-COUNTY CSD -LIST OF 
BILLS PAID

Activity-October 2025
Amazon Capital Services, FFA 
supplies...........................  $176.70 

First National Bank Omaha, FFA 
supplies........................... $339.06 

FNBO, senior trip............ $5,211.13 
HLV Community School District, 
gate.................................. $670.25 

Latcham Sierra, reimb for supplies.	
.........................................  $744.00 

Mahaska Bottling, senior pop......... 	
......................................... $404.52 

National FFA Organization, con-
vention............................. $540.00 

Thomas Hometown Harvest, 
mums............................... $804.00 

Activity,*BANK ACCOUNT TOTAL 
*....................................  $8,889.66 

General-October 2025
All American Termite & Pest Co, 
pest control........................ $75.00 

Alliant Energy, service... $4,749.54 
Amazon Capital Services, sup-
plies..............................  $2,223.19 

Anderson Erickson Dairy Co., milk.	
......................................  $1,749.51 

Rebecca J Appleget, reimb for 
conf/mileage.................... $343.30 

Atwood Electric Inc, service........... 	
......................................... $293.36 

Autumn Acres, field trip....  $217.00 
BGM CSD, 25-26 SICL....... $48.00 
Capital One, supplies....... $375.55 

Caseys General Store INC., vehi-
cle gas..........................  $1,122.86 

Column Software PBC, service...... 	
......................................... $290.30 

Combustion Control Company Inc, 
service............................. $843.25 

Cox Sanitation & Recycling Inc, 
garbage service.............. $252.00 

Cranston Landscaping LLC, 
grounds service..........  $11,462.50 

Electronic Engineering, service..... 	
....................................... $1,361.17 

Farmers Lumber Company, sup-
plies...................................  $17.99 

First National Bank Omaha, sup-
plies..............................  $1,059.12 

FNBO, supplies................... $23.30 
Grant Wood AEA, PS SIS/Support.	
....................................  $11,955.00 

Great Prairie AEA, services........... 	
....................................  $27,865.79 

H & M Farm & Home Supply Co, 
supplies...........................  $637.85 

North Central International LLC, 
bus parts............................ $84.34 

Indian Hills Comm. College, 25FA 
classes........................  $17,720.80 

Ion Environmental Solutions LLC, 
service............................. $638.00 

Iowa Communications Network, 
service.............................  $188.52 

Iowa FFA Association, CTSO 
Dues................................ $590.00 

Iowa School Counselor Associa-
tion, registration fee........  $175.00 

Iowa School Finance Information 
Service, background checks......... 	
........................................... $42.00 

Jim Elwood Impl Inc, parts............. 	
......................................... $255.86 

Johnson Controls Fire Projection 
Lp, service...................  $3,598.04 

Jostens Inc, graduation......  $91.05 
Key Cooperative, LP gas................ 	
....................................... $1,113.75 

Martin Bros Distributing Co Inc, 
food supplies................  $7,621.41 

Moose Mechanical, service............ 	
.................................... $35,574.00 

Multi-County Oil Co Inc, fuel.......... 	
......................................  $6,456.11 

Educational and Community Sup-
ports, annaul SWIS......... $950.00 

Pitney Bowes Bank Inc Purchase 
Power, postage................ $364.00 

Poweshiek Water Assn., water....... 	
.........................................  $412.75 

School Bus Sales Co., bus parts.... 	
...........................................  $91.62 

Sinclair Napa, parts.......... $254.40 
Vista Software LLC, support.......... 	
...................................... $1,650.00 

West Music Company, supplies..... 	
........................................... $34.00 

Windstream, phone service............ 	
......................................  $1,383.81 

General,*BANK ACCOUNT TO-
TAL *......................... $146,255.04 
Published in The News-Review on 

October 29, 2025



The News-ReviewThe News-Review2B • Wednesday, October 29, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Keswick • Minutes and Claims 9.11.2025

KESWICK CITY COUNCIL 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2025, MAYOR
The Keswick City Council met in 

a regularly scheduled meeting on 
Monday September 11, 2025, at 
6:00 p.m.
The Mayor called the meeting to 

order. Roll Call: R. Leer, K. Leer, 
Schmidt. Watts Absent: Sieren. Ap-
prove the Agenda. 1st R .Leer 2nd by 
Schmidt. Previous Months Minutes 
read, Motion to Approve . Schmidt 
2nd, Watts. All Ayes. Financial Re-
port: Motion to Approve Finan-
cial: Watts 2nd by R. Leer, All Ayes 
Claims R. Leer 2nd by Schmidt, All 
Ayes. Reports and Communica-
tion. None. OLD BUSINESS. May-
or reported that the S. Irons Road 
project needed to put up signs and 
due some more seeding. Harvest 
Days are all set up.
NEW BUSINESS: Contractor’s 

Application for Payment No. 3 for 
street work on S. Irons St. payment 
request of $15,598.41. Motion to 
approve payment by Schmidt, 2nd 
by Watts, All Ayes. Iowa DOT claim 
for reimbursement of project costs, 
signed by the mayor, will be submit-
ted for payment.
Motion to adjourn: Watts, 2nd R. 

Leer. All Ayes. Next meeting, Octo-
ber 13, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
Committees are as follows: Fire 

Board: K. Leer, Zittergruen and 
Sieren; Sewer: Sieren and R. Leer;
Sanitation: Watts, Sieren, and K. 

Leer; Streets: Schmidt, R. Leer, 
Zittergruen; Mayor Protem: R. 
Leer; Keokuk County Endowment: 
Schmidt, R. Leer; Emergency Man-
agement: Zittergruen and Watts.
FINANCIAL REPORT SEPTEM-

BER
DATE, CK#, DESCRIPTION, 

AMOUNT, FUND
08/11/2025, Residents, $150.00..... 	
............................................ W/S/G

08/11/2025, Residents, $238.44.... 	
............................................ W/S/G

08/11/2025, Residents, $356.24.... 	
............................................ W/S/G

08/11/2025, Residents, $2,091.97.. 	
............................................ W/S/G

08/26/2025, Residents, $150.00.... 	
............................................ W/S/G

08/26/2025, Residents, $2,185.34.	
............................................ W/S/G

08/26/2025, Residents, $2.348.64.	
............................................ W/S/G

08/26/2025, Residents, $2,838.15.	
............................................ W/S/G

08/29/2025, Residents, $663.33.... 	

............................................ W/S/G
08/29/2025, Residents, $2,105.97.	
............................................ W/S/G

08/29/2025, Residents, $2,461.50.	
............................................ W/S/G

TOTAL, $15,589.58.............. W/S/G
08/20/2025, Keokuk County Trea-
surer (May), $229.48........General

08/19/2025, State of Iowa (Road), 
$1,919.55.............................. Road

08/272025, State of Iowa (1% tax), 
$1,965.84..........................General

08/15/2025, State of Iowa (Road), 
$200,740.36.......................... Road

TOTAL........................ $204,855.23
08/31/2025, Interest, $27.73........... 	
..........................................General

TOTAL.................................. $27.73
TOTAL.........................$220,472.54

DISTRIBUTION AUGUST
DATE, CK#, DESCRIPTION, 

AMOUNT, FUND
08/29/2025, EFT, ipers, $208.82... 	
................................................W/G

08/29/2025, EFT, ipers, $227.70.... 	
................................................W/G

TOTAL, $436.52......................W/G
07/23/2025, EFT, Charge Back 
Item Check 5693, $500.00........... 	
............................................ W/S/G

07/23/2025, EFT, Charge Back 
Fee, $8.00.......................... W/S/G

07/23/2025, EFT, Sales Tax, $.48.. 	
............................................ W/S/G

TOTAL, $508.48.................. W/S/G
08/14/2025, 3426, Brooke Zitter-
gruen (Aubrey Mowing), $240.00. 	
..........................................General

08/11/2025, 3428, Joy Denison 
(Salary), $602.42..............General

08/15/2025, 3429, Tim Garrett, 
$215.15................................ Water

08/11/2025, 3431, RUSS, 
$7,617.90.............................Sewer

08/12/2025, 3432, Wapello Rural 
Water, $1,871.44................. Water

08/12/2025, 3437, Heuer Con-
struction Co., $215,330.07... Road

08/14/2025, 3438, Modern Coop. 
Tel. Co., $34.60................General

08/15/2025, 3439, Quill (ink), 
$283.52.............................General

08/13/2025, 3442, Iowa One Call, 
$5.40.................................General

08/28/2025, 3447, Joy Denison 
(for adobe ), $254.27........General

TOTAL........................ $226,454.77
TOTAL.........................$227,399.77
Beginning Balance......$382,153.72
Credits.........................$220,472.54
Debits..........................$227,399.77
Ending Balance.......... $375,226.49
Published in The News-Review on 

October 29, 2025

PROBATE
DIXIE L. RICHARDSON ESPR038642

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR KEOKUK COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
DIXIE L. RICHARDSON, De-

ceased.
PROBATE NO.: ESPR038642

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL; 
OF APPOINTMENT OF EXECU-
TOR AND NOTICE TO CREDI-

TORS
To all persons interested in the 

estate of Dixie L. Richardson, de-
ceased, who died on or about Au-
gust 28, 2025:
You are hereby notified that on 

October 13, 2025, the Last Will and 
Testament of Dixie L. Richardson, 
deceased, bearing the date of Sep-
tember 21, 2010, was admitted to 
probate in the above-named court 
and that the undersigned was ap-
pointed as Executor of the es-
tate. Any action to set aside the 
Will must be brought in the District 
Court of the above county within 
the later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second publi-
cation of this Notice or one month 
from the date of mailing of this No-
tice to the surviving spouse and all 
heirs of the decedent and devisees 
under the Will whose identities are 
reasonably ascertainable, or there-

after be forever barred.
Notice is further given that all per-

sons indebted to the estate are re-
quested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against 
the estate shall file them with the 
Clerk of the above-named District 
Court, as provided by law, duly au-
thenticated, for allowance, and un-
less so filed by the later to occur of 
four months from the second publi-
cation of this Notice or one month 
from the date of mailing of this No-
tice (unless otherwise allowed or 
paid) a claim is thereafter forever 
barred.
Dated this 16th day of October, 

2025.
Nicholas E. Richardson, Executor 

of the Estate
32731 325th St.
Richland, IA 52585
Scott D. Flynn, Attorney for Exec-

utor
204 E Broadway Ave
PO Box 47
Keota, IA 52248
Date of Second Publication
5th day of November, 2025.

Published in The News-Review 
on October 29, and November 5, 

2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Keokuk Co BOS • Minutes and Claims 10.13.2025

KEOKUK COUNTY BOARD 
PROCEEDINGS

OCTOBER 13, 2025
The Keokuk County Board of Su-

pervisors met in regular session, 
Monday, October 13, 2025, in the 
Board Room of the Courthouse. 
Present were Michael C. Hadley, 
Daryl Wood, Kevin Weber and 
Christy Bates, County Auditor. 
Weber moved, Wood seconded 

to approve the agenda as submit-
ted. All ayes and motion carried. 
Also present was Casey Jarmes, 
News-Review.
Wood moved, Weber second-

ed approval of October 6, 2025 as 
submitted. All ayes and motion car-
ried. 
Engineer McGuire was absent al-

though he communicated the fol-
lowing matters regarding the Ke-
okuk County Highway Department: 
he would like to use the Rural Basic 
funds in the Board of Supervisors 
budget for crack-sealing in vari-
ous areas, that includes the road 
to Belva Deer. He has spoken with 
a Denco representative and they 
could be available next week, as 
well as provide better pricing since 
they are in the area. Board consen-
sus was approval to proceed with 
said project. Wood shared several 
road regrade complaints regarding 
south of Gibson, further noting the 
intersection has been improved to 
maneuver large equipment.
Weber moved, Wood second-

ed approval of quarterly report of 
fees collected by the County Audi-
tor and Sheriff and monthly report 

of fees collected by the county Re-
corder and Clerk of Court as sub-
mitted. All ayes and motion carried. 
Various Board and Committee re-

ports were held. Wood attended a 
RUSS meeting. Weber attended 
a Decat meeting. Hadley had no 
scheduled meetings last week. 
Discussion of old/new business 

and public comment was held. 
Bates reminded of the early closing 
this Friday, October 17, 2025 for 
testing of the new generator. Wood 
suggested contacting Ace Electric 
to inquire of interest in maintaining 
the new generator. Atwood Electric 
provided a quote to hard wire the 
desk setup in the Clerk of Court’s 
Office that was forwarded to Dis-
trict Court Administrator Baker for 
approval of payment thereof. The 
final equalization order notice was 
received from the Iowa Department 
of Revenue indicating no adjust-
ments to the 2025 property in Ke-
okuk County. 
On vote and motion Hadley ad-

journed the meeting at 9:15 a.m.
The above and foregoing informa-

tion is a summary of the minutes 
taken at the above indicated meet-
ing. The full and complete set of 
minutes is available at the Keokuk 
County Auditor’s Office and www.
keokukcounty.iowa.gov.
Approved _
Disapproved _
Michael C. Hadley, Daryl Wood, 

Kevin Weber
Published in The News-Review on 

October 29, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Keota • Minutes and Claims 10.21.2025

KEOTA CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2025 
– 7:00 PM

Minutes 
1. Call to Order
The Keota City Council meeting 

was called to order at 7:00 PM by 
Mayor Cansler.
Council Members Present: H. Mc-

Donald, P. Tinnes, M. Bender, K. 
Conrad
Council Members Absent: M. 

Greiner
City Staff Present: Clerk Bruns
Also Present: Casey Jarmes, 

News Review, Janie Westendorf, 
Library Board. 
2. Consent Agenda
Motion by Bender, second by Mc-

Donald to approve the consent 
agenda including the agenda, min-
utes from the previous meeting, 
and bills.
Motion passed unanimously.
(Greiner absent.)
3. Public Forum
No public comments.
4. Department Reports
Public Works: None.
Library: Librarian Greiner was ab-

sent. Board member Westendorf 
reported that the coffee program 
continues to go well. The library 
is preparing for their Halloween 
event on October 30. The quilting 
group has started meeting again, 
and completed quilts are donated 
to various organizations.
5. Resolutions & Ordinances
a. Resolution 2025-66 – Switch 

Life Insurance Provider
Motion by Conrad, second by 

Bender to approve Resolution 
2025-66 to switch the City’s life in-
surance provider from Dearborn to 
BEAM – Nationwide with Farm Bu-
reau.
Motion carried.
b. Resolution 2025-67 – Qualified 

Offer for Ellis Street Property

Correction noted that the prop-
erty in question is the Ellis Street 
Property.
Motion by Conrad, second by Mc-

Donald to accept the qualified offer 
and discuss the sale during a Pub-
lic Hearing on November 3, 2025.
Motion carried.
6. New Business
a. First Reading – Adoption of 

Sigourney Ordinance
Council Members Conrad and 

Bender each read portions of the 
new ordinance aloud for attendees.
Motion by Conrad, second by Mc-

Donald to approve the first reading 
of the Sigourney Ordinance adop-
tion.
Motion carried.
b. 2026 Summer Pool Pass Pro-

motion
Motion by Conrad, second by 

Bender to approve the 2026 Sum-
mer Pool Pass Promotion.
Council Discussion:
• Tinnes: Rates look good; pro-

ceed with promotion as a great way 
to promote the pool.
• McDonald: In favor if it helps pro-

mote pool
• Bender: Great idea; would make 

a nice Christmas gift.
• Conrad: Supports the promotion 

to help drive pool interest.
Motion carried.
c. Donations of 2026 Family Pool 

Pass
Council discussed allowing dona-

tion of pool passes for local fund-
raisers and events.
Council Discussion:
• Bender: Asked if the City is al-

lowed to donate; supportive if per-
mitted.
• Conrad: Confirmed that cit-

ies can donate to organizations/
events; sees it as good communi-
ty outreach.
• Tinnes: Supports donations; rec-

ommends leaving discretion to the 
City Clerk on recipients and quan-

tity.
• McDonald: Agreed; supports al-

lowing the Clerk’s discretion on do-
nations.
Council requested the Clerk pro-

vide updates at future meetings on 
the number of passes donated and 
to whom.
d. Set Public Hearing – Sale of El-

lis Street Property
Motion by Bender, second by Mc-

Donald to set a Public Hearing for 
November 3, 2025, to discuss the 
sale of the Ellis Street property.
Motion carried.
7. Council Comments
• Conrad: Apologized to the com-

munity for rescheduling Monday’s 
meeting to Tuesday, October 21. 
Explained that multiple ordinance 
readings are intended to keep the 
public informed. Recommended fu-
ture discussion on fines, fees, and 
door hanger notifications.
• Tinnes: Reported a citizen con-

cern about trick-or-treat safety; 
confirmed that Micah will place a 
stop sign for safety. Noted the up-
coming election.
• McDonald: Expanded on ordi-

nance adoption—residents have 
claimed they aren’t receiving 
mailed violation notices. Suggest-
ed door hangers as visible notifica-
tions to ensure compliance.
• Bender: Believes the new ordi-

nance will help clean up proper-
ties around town. Noted no bids 
received on the Keokuk Avenue ga-
rage and recommends proceeding 
with demolition.
8. Mayor’s Comments
• In contact with West Des Moines 

PD and Keokuk County Sheriff’s 
Office regarding a potential 28E 
agreement for police coverage.
• Reported that rental property 

tenants have signed new leases 
and are current on water bill.
• Will have an update soon regard-

ing litigation attorney options for 

the City.
• Audit remains in progress and 

may take additional time.
• Employee evaluations are ap-

proaching.
• Budget planning will begin soon.
• Encouraged residents to get out 

and vote in the upcoming election; 
noted one more council meeting re-
mains before Election Day.
9. Adjournment
Motion by Conrad, second by 

Bender to adjourn.
Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 7:47 PM.
Minutes prepared by:
City Clerk, Hunter Bruns
Approved by Council on: _
Mayor Signature: 
Date: _

Bills Pd
Entry Description Payables............ 	
.......................................... Amount

Jonathan Draker................$200.00
CARGILL, INC............... $6,446.38
US CELLULAR..................$234.54
BADGER METER................$60.00
WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED.	
..........................................$405.75

MID-AMERICA PUBLISHING 
COR..................................$213.25

TRENT GREINER LOGGING........ 	
..........................................$800.00

Cloudburst 9.......................$975.79
JAMES FAMILY GREENHOUSE... 	
.......................................$4,420.00

WELLMARK....................$2,680.98
MALLEY HARDWARE & VARI-
ETY.....................................$62.02

Payroll
Bruns, Hunter S................1,604.77
Clarke, Kristen.....................875.55
GREINER, ASHLEY............123.33
Greiner, Bridget M...............232.36
GREINER, TONIA............1,221.54
HARMSEN, MICAH..........1,863.22
Phillips, Myra..........................85.57
SLAUBAUGH, KEVIN L.....1,870.01
Total................................... 7,876.25
Published in The News-Review on 

October 29, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Sigourney • Minutes 10.15.2025

SIGOURNEY CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES

The following are summarized 
minutes of the regular city council 
meeting on October 15, 2025.
The Sigourney City Council met 

in regular session in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall on Wednes-
day, October 15, 2025, with Mayor 
Morlan presiding and the following 
Council members answering roll 
call: Schultz, Clark, McLaughlin, 
Iosbaker and Lentz. Others pres-
ent were: Brent Gilliland, Public 
Works Director II; Steve Shettler, 
with Steve Shettler Media; Casey 
Jarmes, Sigourney News Review; 
Rose Fisher; Eric Webb; Kadie 
Conrad, Deputy City Clerk; and 
Ashley Fry, City Clerk.
The meeting was called to order at 

6:00 p.m. McLaughlin moved, sec-
onded by Clark, to approve the ten-
tative agenda with the removal of 
item 9-D. Roll call vote Ayes: 5

Iosbaker moved, seconded by 
McLaughlin, to approve the follow-
ing items on the Consent Agenda 
items: Minutes of Regular Coun-
cil Meeting of October 1, 2025, Fi-
nancial Report, Payroll Expenses, 
ACH, Monthly Transfers and Mis-
cellaneous expenses for Septem-
ber 2025, October 2025 Library 
Claims; Brent Gilliland to attend 
the Iowa Rural Water Association 
Conference in February 2026 with 
Hotel and Meal Accommodations; 
Alcohol License for Grant Ranch 
LLC; Display ad for 2026 Soccer 
Director; Credit Card Report and 
Set time and place for the Novem-
ber 5, 2025 Regular Council Meet-
ing at 6:00 PM at City Hall. Roll call 
votes Ayes: 5
Clark moved seconded by Lentz 

to approve Council Account Pay-
able Claims in the amount of 
$24,996.68. Roll call vote Ayes: 4, 
Abstain: 1

Clark moved seconded by Schul-
tz to approve the Second reading 
of Ordinance Title III- Public Order, 
Safety and Health- Chapter 14- Un-
lawful Occupation of Public Proper-
ty. Roll call vote Ayes: 5
Clark moved seconded by Schul-

tz to approve the Third reading of 
Ordinance Title III – Public Order, 
Safety and Health – Chapter 15 
Hours of Operation for City- Owned 
Parks. Roll call vote Ayes: 5
Clark moved seconded by Mc-

Laughlin to approve the Second 
reading of Ordinance Title III – 
Community Protection – Chapter 3 
Traffic Code, with the addition of no 
parking signs on Stuart Street from 
Spring Street to West Pleasant Val-
ley Street. Roll call vote Ayes: 5
Lentz moved seconded by Iosbak-

er to approve the renewal rate and 
for the City to pay 80% and the em-
ployee to pay 20% of the premium 
for medical insurance. Roll call vote 

Ayes: 5
Lentz moved seconded by Iosbak-

er to approve the renewal rate and 
for the City to pay 80% and the em-
ployee to pay 20% of the premium 
for dental insurance. Roll call vote 
Ayes: 4 Nays: 1
Lentz moved seconded by Iosbak-

er to approve the renewal rate and 
for the City to pay 80% and the em-
ployee to pay 20% of the premium 
for vision insurance. Roll call vote 
Ayes: 5
Clark moved, seconded by Lentz, 

to adjourn the meeting. Roll call 
vote Ayes: 5
The meeting was adjourned at 

6:15 p.m.
Jimmy Morlan, Mayor
Ashley Fry, City Clerk
Published in The News-Review on 

October 29, 2025
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In this issue

Keokuk County 
Farmers Market

W e d n e s d a y s 
June-October 4-7 
p.m. on the Sigourney 
Square

 -------------------------Knights of Colum-bus Fish Fry
Friday, August 5, 5 - 7 

p.m. KC Hall - Harper
 -------------------------Mahaska County Conservation
Back to School Nature 

Retreat for Teachers 
Wednesday, August 10, 
2022 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. En-
vironmental Learning 
Center Sign up by July 
29th!

Canoeing Lessons 
Thursday August 11 
6:30-8 p.m. Russell 
Wildlife Area 2254 
200th St New Sharon

Registration needed
 -------------------------Coffee Club at the ELC
Friday, August 12 

9 - 10 a.m. at the En-
vironmental Learning 
Center

 -------------------------O.W.L.S. Lunch 
and Learn

“Nelson Pioneer 
Farm” at the Environ-
mental Learning Cen-
ter

Friday, August 19 11 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Registration Needed
 -------------------------Canoe and Kay-

ak Float on Des 
Moines River

Saturday, August 20 
Launch site at Eveland 
Access

Registration Needed.
 -------------------------Disc Golf 101
Friday, August 26 6 

- 7:30 p.m. at Caldwell 
Park behind the ELC.

Registration Needed
 -------------------------EV History Center
Sunday, August 28, 

2 p.m. Iowa Civil War 
Images with Michael 
Huston

 -------------------------Wilson Memorial Library
Mondays 10-6pm 

Tuesdays 10-4 pm
Wednesday and 

Thursdays 10-5pm
Fridays Closed
Saturdays 8-12.
 -------------------------Richland Public 

Library
Hours- Tuesday 1-5 

p.m.reserved for at 
risk patrons with ap-
pointments, Wednes-
day-Thursday 2:30-6:30 
p.m., Friday 12-5 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Masks Required. For 
more information call 
the library at 319-456-
6541.

CALENDAR
Community

$125

Farmers Coop/Vision Ag Visit your friendly Co-opVisit your friendly Co-op 
641-636-3748 or 641-636-3439

MEMORIES OF A FORMER KID • 4

The 2022 Best of the Best 
show was held on July 30, 
2022 in Marengo, Iowa. The 
Grand Champions from 
13 Eastern Iowa Counties 
competed for the Best of the 
Best Championship from 
Benton, Buchanan, Cedar, 
Clinton, Delaware, Dubuque, 
Iowa, Jones, Keokuk, Linn, 
Poweshiek, Scott and Tama 
County for breeding and 
market cattle, sheep, meat 

goat and swine and show-
manship. Those representing 
Keokuk County at the 2022 
Best of the Best were: Addy 
Baumert for Breeding Beef; 
Izzy Heisdorffer for Breed-
ing Meat Goat Doe, Breed-
ing Lamb, and Market Meat 
Goat; Adalynne Tremmel 
for Market Lamb; Conner 
S. Reed for Market Hog and 
Breeding Gilt and Hunter 
Sieren for Market Beef.

Addy Baumert, Lafayette Feeders 4-H/Sigourney FFA and representing Keokuk County in Breeding Beef. Addy Baumert won Grand Champion Breeding Heifer at the 2022 Best of The Best show and will compete at the 2022 All Iowa Showdown on August 7 in Oskaloosa.

Adalynne Tremmel, Riverside 4-H and representing Keokuk County in the Market Lamb at the 2022 Best of the Best. Adalynne Tremmel won Showmanship for Market Lamb at the 2022 Best of the Best show.

Conner S. Reed, Patriotic Panthers 4-H and representing Keokuk Coun-ty in Market Hog and Breeding Gilt Divisions. Conner S. Reed won Re-serve Grand Champion Market Hog at the 2022 Best of the Best show.

Local 4H'ers Participate 
in Best of the Best Show

North English 
Celebrates 
Fun Days

By Casey Jarmes | 
News-Review

NORTH ENGLISH — 
The community of North 
English celebrated their 
annual Fun Days this 
weekend. The festivities 
began Friday evening with 
a Fun Run and Family 
Movie Night. The corner-
stone of the celebration 
was a parade down Main 
Street on Saturday, the 
30th, sponsored by the 
North English Fire De-
partment. The parade was 
started by a recital of the 
“The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” by local veterans. Af-
terwards, first responders 
from North English and 
other nearby communities 
drove through the town, 

waving and throwing can-
dy to cheering children 
in the crowd. The first re-
sponders were followed by 
townsfolk riding in golf 
carts, trailers, classic cars, 
tractors, and on horse-
back. Afterwards, the 
crowd moved to the City 
Park, where they could 
find food trucks, a concert 
by HeartStrings fiddlers, 
bouncy houses, face paint-
ing, a dummy board tour-
nament, hatchet throwing, 
a pony-go-round, a flower 
and pie auction, and more. 
The day concluded with 
fireworks. The weekend 
was capped off on Sun-
day, with brunch at the 
Community Center and 
a church service at City 
Park.

Local veterans began 
the parade by singing 
the national anthem

Wellman Volunteer 
Fire Department

Horseriders in 
the parade

Performance by 
HeartStrings Fid-
dlers

Pony-go-round

North English Fire Department

Photos by Casey Jarmes
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Jefferson Co 93 AC+-
Jefferson Co 723 AC+-
Keokuk Co 38 AC+-
Mahaska Co 92 AC+-
Wapello Co 15 AC+-
Wapello Co 64 AC+-

Wapello Co 77.5 AC+-
Wapello Co 20 AC+-
Washington Co 13 AC+-
Washington Co 20 AC+-
Washington Co 17 6AC+-
Washington Co 94 AC+-

Are you missing the 
Recipe of the week? 
Become a sponsor!

Contact Katie at
641-790-1841 or

sales@sigourneynewsreview.
com for more details.

Cover Crop and Water Quality Field Day 
to be held near Oskaloosa November 4

AMES —Iowa Learning 
Farms will host a cover crop 
and water quality field day 
near Oskaloosa on Tuesday, 
November 4 from 12:00 p.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. at Drost Farms. 
The no-cost event is open to 
farmers and landowners and 
includes a complimentary 
meal.

This field day aims to equip 
attendees with best man-
agement practices for estab-
lishing and managing cov-
er crops. Cover crops offer 
many benefits to farmers and 
landowners, including re-
duced soil erosion, weed sup-
pression potential, reduced 
nitrogen and phosphorus 
loads entering water bodies, 
and increased organic matter 
in the soil.

Jackson and Amanda Drost 
are multi-generation farmers 
located in Mahaska County. 
While renting his first acres 

in 2002, Jackson has been 
involved on the farm as early 
as he can remember, noting 
that his dad would take him 
and the diaper bag with him 
to do field work and chores. 
Jackson is now passing down 
that love of farming to their 
sons, Richard and Andy, who 
have started their own pop-
corn business supplying the 
local Little League and sell-
ing to neighbors, friends, and 
family.

The Drosts raise corn, 
soybeans, and alfalfa along 
with an Angus cow-calf 
herd. Starting around 2010, 
the Drosts flew on their 
first acres of rye cover crop 
to graze with their cow-calf 
herd. Those initial acres have 
increased in recent years, and 
while using primarily rye 
and oats, they have begun in-
corporating other species like 
turnips and camelina. Addi-

tionally, they utilize buffer 
strips, contour farming, sed-
iment basins, terraces, water-
ways, and are in the process 
of implementing a saturated 
buffer through EQIP.

In addition to the Drosts, 
the field day will feature 
Mark Licht, ISU Extension 
cropping systems specialist, 
sharing best management 
practices for cover crops 
during the field tour of near-
by cover crops, weather per-
mitting. The Iowa Learning 
Farms will present their Con-
servation Station On The 
Edge trailer and Liz Ripley, 
Iowa Learning Farms con-
servation and cover crop out-
reach specialist, will discuss a 
smart agricultural drainage 
project led by ISU research-
ers. Ryan Wolf with Iowa 
Missouri Seed, LLC will also 
be on hand to address cover 
crop questions.

The field day will be held 
at the Drost Farms located 
at 2215 212th St, Oskaloosa, 
IA 52577. The no-cost event 
and open to farmers and 
landowners, though we re-
quire reservations to ensure 
adequate space and food. For 
reasonable accommodations 
and to RSVP, please contact 
Liz Ripley at 515-294-5429 
or ilf@iastate.edu by October 
28.  Attendees will be entered 
in a drawing for ISU Prairie 
Strips honey.

Iowa Learning Farms field 
days and workshops are sup-
ported by the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice. This event is planned 
in partnership with U.S. Na-
tional Science Foundation 
award 2125484.  For more 
information about Iowa 
Learning Farms, visit www.
iowalearningfarms.org.

Cover Crop, Relay Intercropping and Water Quality 
Field Day to Be Held Near Crawfordsville Nov. 6

By: Elizabeth Ripley
AMES —Iowa Learning 

Farms will host a cover crop, 
relay intercropping and water 
quality field day near Craw-
fordsville on Thursday, Nov. 
6, from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
Iowa State University South-
east Research Farm. The 
event is open to farmers and 
landowners at no cost and 
includes a complimentary 
meal.

“In a relay intercropping 
system, where three crops are 
grown in two years, benefits 
include a marketable small 
grain for use as a cover crop 
and additional winter cereal 
rye growing following corn 
harvest  revenue for the farm-
er,” said Liz Ripley, conserva-
tion and cover crop outreach 
specialist with Iowa Learn-

ing Farms. “Similar to cover 
crops, a relay intercropping 
system can provide many 
benefits to farmers and land-
owners, including reduced 
soil erosion, weed suppres-
sion, reduced nutrient loads 
entering water bodies, in-
creased organic matter in the 
soil and forage for livestock.”

The field day will include 
an introduction to relay in-
tercropping with Mark Licht, 
associate professor and crop-
ping systems specialist with 
ISU Extension and Outreach, 
who will share updates from 
relay intercropping research 
conducted on-site at the re-
search farm. Attendees will 
have the opportunity to visit 
cover crop demonstration 
plots, located a short walk-
ing distance from the main 
building on site. Weather 

permitting, Cody Schnei-
der, ISU Southeast Research 
Farm manager, and Mila 
Victorio Pessotto, ISU De-
partment of Agronomy post-
doctoral research associate, 
will lead attendees through 
a tour of the plot to discuss 
cover crop best management 
practices and answer ques-
tions. Additionally, Ripley 
will discuss a smart agricul-
tural drainage project led by 
ISU researchers.

The field day will be held 
at the Iowa State University 
Southeast Research Farm, 
located at 3115 Louisa-Wash-
ington Rd, Crawfordsville, 
IA, 52621. The event and 
open to farmers and land-
owners, though reservations 
are required to ensure ad-
equate space and food. For 
reasonable accommodations 

and to RSVP, please contact 
Liz Ripley at 515-294-5429 
or ilf@iastate.edu by Oct.30.  
Attendees will be entered 
in a drawing for ISU Prairie 
Strips honey.

Iowa Learning Farms field 
days and workshops are sup-
ported by the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice. This event is planned in 
partnership with the Iowa 
State University Southeast 
Research Farm and support-
ed by a USDA NRCS Con-
servation Innovation grant 
award NR233A750011G012 
and U.S. National Science 
Foundation award 2125484. 
For more information about 
Iowa Learning Farms, vis-
it the Iowa Learning Farms 
website.

DNR fall community trout 
stockings delayed due to 
warm weather

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
is postponing the fall com-
munity trout stockings 
scheduled for October 23, 
24 and 25 due to warm wa-
ter temperatures. 

East Lake Park Pond 
(Mount Pleasant), Wilson 
Lake (Donnellson), and 
Lake of the Hills (Daven-
port) stockings and asso-
ciated fishing events are 
postponed until Novem-
ber 14.

The East Lake fishing 
event is planned for No-

vember 14, at 10 a.m. The 
Lake of the Hills event is 
fishing rescheduled for 
November 14, at 12 p.m. 
The Wilson Lake fishing 
event is rescheduled for 
November 14, at 12 p.m. 

Trout stockings at Ot-
tumwa Park Pond, Lib-
erty Centre Pond (North 
Liberty), and Prairie Park 
Fishery (Cedar Rapids) 
will be rescheduled once 
water temperatures reach 
acceptable levels. A press 
release will announce the 
new stocking dates.

Greenhouse Pest Control 
Continuing Instruction 
Course Now Available

By: Suzette Striegel, 
Mahaska County 

Horticulture and Education 
Program Coordinator 

The Greenhouse Pest Con-
trol Continuing Instruction 
Course (CIC) for commer-
cial pesticide applicators is 
now available. The program 
is provided by the Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach Pesticide Safety 
Education Program (PSEP).

The course will fulfill 2025 
continuing instruction re-
quirements for commercial 
pesticide applicators certified 
in category 3G. Some of the 
topics covered will include 
information on pesticide use 

and the environment; pesti-
cide labels and comprehen-
sion; and pests, pest manage-
ment, and pesticides.

To obtain additional in-
formation about the CIC, 
contact Suzette Striegel at the 
ISU Extension and Outreach 
office in Mahaska County at 
641-673-5841. The registra-
tion fee is $45.

Additional information for 
this and other courses offered 
by the PSEP can be accessed 
at https://www.extension.
iastate.edu/psep/.

Contact: Evan Alderman, 
Pesticide Safety Education 
Program, 515-294-1122, al-
derman@iastate.edu

Secretary Naig, Governor Reynolds 
Encourage Farmers to Plant Fall Cover 
Crops to Save Money on Crop Insurance
Farmers who plant 
fall cover crops can 
save $5 per acre on 
next year’s crop 
insurance premiums 
as part of the Crop 
Insurance Discount 
Program

DES MOINES, Iowa 
(Oct. 23, 2025) – Secretary 
of Agriculture Mike Naig 
and Governor Kim Reyn-
olds are encouraging Iowa 
farmers to plant cover crops 
this fall to improve water 
quality and save money on 
next year’s crop insurance 
premiums. The savings are 
offered through the Iowa De-
partment of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship’s (IDALS) 
Crop Insurance Discount 
Program.

The innovative annual 
program, part of the imple-
mentation of Iowa’s Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy, provides 
farmers who plant fall cover 
crops the opportunity to ap-
ply for a $5 per acre discount 
on their crop insurance pre-
miums. There is no cap on 

the number of cover crop 
seeded acres that can receive 
the crop insurance discount.

“We've seen strong interest 
in our cover crop cost-share 
programs this summer and 
fall, and we anticipate just 
as much enthusiasm for our 
Crop Insurance Discount 
Program when the online 
sign-up opens in December. 
This innovative program has 
been effective in advancing 
the Iowa Nutrient Reduction 
Strategy by boosting cover 
crop adoption while helping 
farmers reduce their crop in-
surance costs,” said Secretary 
Naig. “I encourage farmers 
and landowners to sign-up 
online or visit with their crop 
insurance agent for help to 
get enrolled. This program is 
one of multiple options to se-
cure funding for cover crops 
and conservation practices.”

“The Crop Insurance Dis-
count Program is one of 
many options available to 
farmers interested in plant-
ing cover crops and imple-
menting conservation prac-
tices. This voluntary and 
innovative program not only 

encourages cover crop adop-
tion but also offers farmers a 
discount on their crop insur-
ance premiums. Our farmers 
understand the connection 
between soil health and crop 
production, and know what’s 
best for the fields they plant,” 
said Governor Kim Reyn-
olds. “I’m proud to support 
Secretary Naig in announc-
ing this annual program and 
encourage farmers to learn 
more about it.”

The sign-up period will be-
gin on Monday, Dec. 1, 2025, 
and will close on Friday, Jan. 
23, 2026. Participants can 
learn more about online en-
rollment by visiting Clean-
WaterIowa.org or by con-
tacting their crop insurance 
agent. New this year, farmers 
can quickly express interest 
in the program now and re-
ceive notifications and fol-
low-up reminders via e-mail 
when the program sign-up 
window is open in December 
and January. 

The program is jointly 
administered by the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship and 

the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
Risk Management Agency 
(RMA). To qualify, the cover 
crop acres cannot be enrolled 
in other IDALS or USDA 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) cost 
share programs. Some insur-
ance policies, such as Whole-
Farm Revenue Protection 
or those covered through 
written agreements, may be 
excluded. Participants must 
follow all existing farming 
practices required by their 
respective policy and work 
with their insurance agencies 
to maintain eligibility.

Now in its ninth year, this 
innovative program has be-
come a model for other states 
as well as the federal govern-
ment. To date, nearly 2,000 
farmers have enrolled more 
than 1.4 million acres of cov-
er crops in the program.

To learn more about con-
servation and water quality 
in Iowa, visit CleanWaterIo-
wa.org.
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