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Harper Knights of 
Columbus Weekly 
Fish Fry

Every Friday during 
Lent, 5-7:30 p.m. at Knights 
of Columbus Hall/
Windhorst Club of Harper. 
Catfish, Tilapia, Shrimp, 
Au Gratin and baked 
potatoes, coleslaw, green 
beans, roll and drink. For 
information and carryout 
orders, contact Mic Berg at 
(319) 461-3281

----------------------------
Sigourney Blood 
Drive

Wednesday, April 1, 10:30 
AM - 1:15 PM at Sigourney 
High School Gym. To 
book your appointment, 
contact Shannon Greiner 
at shannon.greiner@
sigourneyschools.com

----------------------------
Ham and Beans 
Supper

Thursday April 9, 4:30- 
6:30 p.m. at Delta Town 
and Country Center- 
Delta, Iowa. Free will 
offering. All Proceeds go to 
towards the remodeling!! 
Ham and Beans, Potato 
Soup, cornbread, Relish 
Tray, Desserts, and Drinks. 
Dine in or call 641-660-
7848 for to go orders. Dine 
in or carry out available

----------------------------
NEW Homeschool 
Support Group 
Meet and Greet

April 9, 1 p.m. at Free 
Grace United Church, 
What Cheer

----------------------------
Richland Women's 
Club Paint Party

Monday, April 13th 
6-9PM. Call Sandy Eidahl 
at 641-919-9835 or Candy 
Pfeifer at 641-919-8384

----------------------------
Keota Blood Drive

Thursday, April 23, 7:30 
AM - 12:30 PM at Keota 
Junior High School Gym

----------------------------
Sigourney 
American Legion 
Post #19

Meets 7:00 p.m., Third 
Tuesday of every month at 
Memorial Hall

----------------------------
Keswick American 
Legion Post #319

Meets Monthly @ 
5:30 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of each month 
at  the Keswick American 
Legion Post

Print your favorite memories
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120 E Washington St., 
Sigourney, Iowa
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Keota Drama Teacher 
Directs Final Play

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

KEOTA – In two 
months, Jane Edwards 
will retire after 51 years 
of teaching, 30 at Keota, 
during which time she 
estimates she directed 
75 different plays. On 
March 27 and 28, she 
watched the curtains 
raise for the final time, 
with her students per-
forming in "The Princess 
Quest," an adaptation of 
the fairy tale "The Prin-
cess and the Pea," told 
from the perspective of 
a prince forced to go on 
a quest to find a princess.

"I like the story," said 
Edwards. "I've done 'The 
Princess and the Pea' 
several times, but I like 
this point of view. I like 
the characters that fit 
the people that I had that 
would be doing the play, 

and I have some young-
er kids that are involved, 
some Junior High kids 
that are going to get 
their feet wet. For exam-
ple, I had a freshman do 
the entire play perfectly 
last Tuesday. That's just 
something that doesn't 
really happen...We have 
to pull it together in 20 
rehearsals. So we have 
30 hours to pull this off, 
because we've got to get 
between basketball and 
golf, soccer, track."

When asked what her 
favorite play she had 
done was, Edwards stat-
ed "The one I'm doing 
right now. I mean, I just 
always like whatever 
production I'm doing, 
and I've learned some-
times it's not good to do a 
show and then try and do 

Goodbye
By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – The 
masthead on this paper 
states that the News-Re-
view has been in publi-
cation for 165 years. That 
would place this paper's 
founding to the same year 
the American Civil War 
began. Unfortunately, the 
165th year will be our last.

Less than two weeks 
ago, the News-Review 
staff received word that 
Mid-America Publishing, 
the company that owns the 
News-Review and many 
other newspapers across 
the state, would be ceas-
ing all operations due to 
insolvency. As a result, the 
entire News-Review office 
has been dismissed.

The News-Review will 
continue in a modified 
format. The Iowa News-
paper Association will 

coordinate the printing of 
public notices (legals), and 
the publication will possi-
bly include content from 
the Iowa Capital Dispatch. 
However, these issues will 
not feature local coverage. 
All current subscribers 
will continue to receive 
this version of the paper. 

Speaking personally, 
I began working at this 
paper in 2022, right after 
graduating college. It has 
been the highest privilege, 
these past four years, to be 
allowed to share the sto-
ries of the community that 
raised me. This is the best 
job I have ever had, and 
I will miss it. I hope that, 
eventually, some form of 
local journalism returns 
to Keokuk County; this 
community deserves to be 
treated like it matters.

Thank you for the years 
of dedicated readership.

	

A Personal Note to Our 
Readers and Community

By Katie Phillips | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY — As 
Mid-America Publishing 
prepares to cease operations, 
I wanted to take a moment to 
speak directly to the readers 
and community members 
who have meant so much 
to me over the past several 
years.

I began my journey with 
The News-Review in June 
of 2020, and from the very 
beginning, this newspaper 
has been near and dear to 
my heart. What started as 
a role in advertising quick-
ly became so much more. 
Over time, I had the oppor-
tunity to contribute in many 
ways—helping local busi-
nesses share their stories, cre-
ating weekly “Recipe of the 
Week” features, publishing 
the Agri-Review, and writing 
articles that highlighted the 
people, events and moments 
that make this community 
special.

It has truly been an honor 
to be part of something that 
connects people in such a 
meaningful way.

As many of you are aware, 
Mid-America Publishing 
will cease operations effective 
April 1. While this marks the 
end of The News-Review as 
you have traditionally known 
it, efforts have been made to 
ensure that a version of the 
publication will continue 
moving forward.

The Iowa Newspaper As-
sociation will coordinate the 
printing of public notices, 
commonly referred to as le-
gals, ensuring those required 
publications remain available 
to the public. In addition, 
the publication will include 
content from the Iowa Capi-
tal Dispatch, which provides 
statewide reporting on gov-
ernment and public policy.

All current subscribers 
will continue to receive this 
version of the paper, and the 
masthead and general style 

of The News-Review will re-
main the same.

While this transition en-
sures that certain functions 
will continue, it does repre-
sent a significant change for 
local news coverage in our 
community.

One of the greatest joys of 
this role has been the rela-
tionships built along the way. 
Whether it was stopping into 
a local business, attending a 
community event, or sim-
ply running into someone 
around town, those daily 
interactions are what made 
this work so rewarding. I will 
deeply miss seeing and con-
necting with the community 
on a regular basis.

I also want to extend my 
sincere thanks to our ad-
vertisers. Your continued 
support has not only helped 
sustain this publication, but 
has also played a vital role in 
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The Pekin students. Photo Credit Pekin Panther Players Facebook Page

Four Local Students Perform 
at All-State Individual Speech

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

CEDAR FALLS – The In-
dividual Events All-State 
Festival was held at the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa 
on March 30, honoring the 
crème de la crème of Iowa's 
speech students. Four local 
students performed at the 
festival, including:

•	 Brinley Phillips of Pe-
kin in Solo Musical Theatre 
for “Screw Loose” from “Cry 
Baby.”

•	 Zoe Heisdorffer of Pekin 
in Storytelling for “Where 
the Wild Things Are” by 
Maurice Sendak.

•	 Tatum Harbison of Pe-
kin in Reviewing for “So This 
is Basically Labyrinth.”

•	 Isaac Jones of Sigourney 
in Reviewing for a review of 
Terraria 1.4.4.

"It seemed like a simple 

option that was in my wheel-
house," said Jones, when 
asked why he chose to com-
pete in reviewing. "I am able 
to form strong opinions on 
things I like, and I love shar-
ing those opinions. However, 
what really sold me on it was 
when I heard that we could 
review a video game. My 
mind bolted straight to Ter-
raria. Terraria is my favorite 
game, and I have poured over 
1,500 hours into playing it. It 
also seemed like something I 
could easily review because 
of how much I have talked 
about the game. You can 
ask my friends; they are just 
about sick of hearing about 
it...Choosing version 1.4.4 
was a decision I made in re-
sponse to the brand-new Ter-
raria update. The new update 
just dropped on the same day 
I had to choose what I was 

reviewing. Terraria 1.4.5 had 
so much new content that I 
couldn't effectively review 
it with how little time I had. 
This was especially the case 
since I am in many other 
activities as well. It was for 
these reasons that I chose to 
review Terraria version 1.4.4 
rather than just Terraria as a 
whole...I feel incredibly hon-
ored. My passion and hard 
work have finally paid off, 
and I am ecstatic. I am in-
credibly grateful to my coach, 
Mr. Holt, as well as the whole 
speech team. They helped me 
find the flaws in my review 
and gave me the confidence 
that I needed to succeed. 
Above all else, right now, I 
can't tell if I am more excited 
to go to this prestigious event 
or just to tell a large number 
of people about my favorite 
game!"

English Valleys History Center 
Begins Season With Presentation 

on the First Iowa Infantry
By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

NORTH ENGLISH – The 
English Valleys History Cen-
ter held its first program of the 
year on March 29, hosting au-
thor Randee Fieselmann, who 
talked about her book "The 
Union First: Community and 
Commitment in the First 
Iowa Infantry." The book re-
counts the experiences of the 
First Iowa Infantry during the 
early months of the American 
Civil War. Fieselmann based 
her book off the diaries of Eu-

gene Ware and George Bur-
meister, two young men who 
fought in the First Iowa In-
fantry. Fieselmann also drew 
from the writings of Franc B. 
Wilke, a Dubuque Herald re-
porter assigned to follow and 
report on the First Iowa.

"They were exceptional 
young men, exceptional writ-
ers, and they're part of an ex-
ceptional group," said Fiesel-
mann.

The First Iowa Infantry were 
the first Iowa soldiers to enlist. 
Of the men in Burmeister and 
Ware's unit, there were 27 men 

ages 18-20, 37 ages 21-24, and 
14 over 25. These young men 
marched 200 miles, through 
rough conditions and lacking 
food, to face off with Confed-
erate forces in Southwest Mis-
souri. Fieselmann described 
their ramshackle uniforms, 
sewn by volunteers from 
cheap fabric that didn't match, 
and their decades old muskets 
which couldn't shoot straight.	

The First Iowa is best 
known for Battle of Wilson's 
Creek, occurring on August 
10, 1861. It was the first battle 
fought west of the Mississippi. 
The First Iowa's commanding 
officer, Brigadier General Na-
thaniel Lyon, launched a five 
a.m. ambush on the Confed-
erates. The battle was a fail-
ure, although Fieselmann ar-
gued it should be considered 
a draw, with the Union forces 
retreating and 285 Union sol-
diers, including Lyon, dying 
in battle. Lyon was regarded 
as a martyr and the First Iowa 
received nationwide praise as 
heroes after the battle.

Fieselmann explained that 
neither Ware or Burmeister 
were avowed abolitionists. 
Although they hated slavery, 
believing rightfully that it 
was inhumane, and strongly 
opposed its extension, they 
believed that the north had 
abided by the compromis-
es made with the south. She 
stated that they believed in a 
United States of America, not 
two opposing neighboring 
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Pekin Students Perform in 
“Night of Theatre” Showcase

By Katie Phillips |
The News-Review

PEKIN — Students took 
the stage Saturday evening 
for Pekin’s “Night of Theatre,” 
presenting a variety of perfor-
mances that highlighted their 
talents in musical theatre, im-
prov, storytelling and film.

A dessert bar was featured 
during the performances, 
with numerous community 
members contributing and 
providing treats.

The event opened with a 
musical theatre performance 
of “Screw Loose” from Cry 
Baby by Brinley Phillips, 
followed by an improv per-
formance featuring Anna 
Hadley, Will Daniels, Hayden 
Miller and Bo Latcham. 
Additional first-half acts in-
cluded storytelling by Bro-
gan Spray, a public address 
by Natalie Hamilton, a solo 
musical theatre performance 
of "Charybdis” from Epic by 
Zoe Atkinson, and a short 
film featuring Conor Cloyd 

(Director), Daniels, Miller, 
Hadley, Rannen Harbison, 
and Tatum Harbison.

Following an intermission, 
the program resumed with a 
reviewing performance titled; 
"This is Labrynth" by Tatum 
Harbison. Ava Heisdorffer 
presented two poetry pieces, 
followed by an acting perfor-
mance by Rannen Harbison 

from Shakespear's Hamlet 
and storytelling of "Where 
the Wild Things Are" by Zoe 
Heisdorffer.

The evening concluded 
with a group musical theatre 
performance of “Stepsisters’ 
Lament,” featuring Rannen 
Harbison, Tatum Harbi-
son, Zoe Heisdorffer, Ava 
Heisdorffer and Zoe Atkin-
son.

Brinley Phillips, Zoe 
Heisdorffer and Tatum Har-
bison will next represent Pe-
kin at the Individual All-State 
Speech Festival at the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa on 
March 31

The event showcased the 
creativity of Pekin students 
while giving the community a 
chance to support local talent 
in a live performance setting.

Photos by Katie Phillips

Senior Brogan Spray 
performing Storytelling - 
“Farmer Paul” by Phil Par-
sons

Senior Bo Latcham per-
forming solo musical the-
ater, “If I Can’t Love Her.” 
from Beauty and the Beast.

Seniors Tatum and Ran-
nen Harbison during their 
performance of “Stepsis-
ters’ Lament” 

Group Photo: Back row l to r: Jessica Carlson (Band and 
Choir Teacher), Anna Hadley, Rannen Harbison, Tatum 
Harbison, Jaxon Mefford, Dominic Cobler, Brogan Spray, 
Bo Latcham, Will Daniels, and Jim Eschenbrenner (Speech 
Coach). Front row l to r: Zoe Heisdorffer, Natalie Hamilton, 
Brinley Phillips, Ava Heisdorffer, and Zoe Atkinson.

Group improv -  Senior, Anna Hadley; Senior, Will Daniels; 
Jaxon Mefford, Senior, Bo Latchum; and Dominic Cobler
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P.O. Box 285  Sigourney
641-622-3110

fax 641-622-2766

Professional DirectoryProfessional Directory

-------------------------------
Richland Public 
Library

Tu e s d a y / We d n e s d a y /
Thursday: 2:30-6:00

Friday: Noon-5:00
Saturday: 10:00-1:00
Closed Sunday and Monday. 

For more information call 319-
456-6541

-------------------------------
Wilson Memorial 
Library

Mondays 10-6pm
Tuesdays, Wednesday, and 

Thursdays 10-5pm
Fridays 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturdays 8-12.
-------------------------------

Sigourney Public 
Library

M o n d a y / T u e s d a y /
Wednesday/Thursday 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
-------------------------------

Hedrick Public Library
Monday/Thursday/Friday 2 

- 6 p.m.
Tuesday 1 - 5 p.m.
Wednesday 12 - 4 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday Closed
-------------------------------

What Cheer Public 
Library

Monday 12:00-6:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 

p.m.
Friday 12:00-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00-11:00 a.m.
-------------------------------

Sigourney Kiwanis
Serving the community 

since 1969. Kiwanis meet 
Wednesdays, from 12 to 1 
p.m. at Keokuk County Bowl, 
visitors are welcome.

-------------------------------
Free Grace Recovery

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. at 
Free Grace United at 107 E 

Broadway St. What Cheer. For: 
All Addictions: any hurt, habit 
or hang up. Come as you are. 
Childcare provided. Everyone 
is welcome. freegrace.tv/
recovery 

-------------------------------
Old Keota Business

Anyone having old photos of 
former Keota businesses, please 
contact Larry Gale Sanders. 
The photos will be used in 
a Keota Business Pictorial 
Album.

-------------------------------
Keota Food Pantry

The food pantry in Keota is 
open on the last Sunday of the 
month at the United Church 
of Faith, 10-11 a.m. Anyone 
needing food is invited.

-------------------------------
Richland Community 
Food Bank

Located at Richland 
Methodist Church, 106 W 
South St. Richland, (319) 456-
2251 Sherry Jipp. Open Tuesday 
and Wednesday 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
and Thursday 5-7:00 p.m.

-------------------------------
City of Keota Public 
Meeting

Public meetings will be 
held on the First and Third 
Monday of each month. at 7 
p.m. at Keota City Hall. Special 
Meetings will be posted at City 
Hall.

-------------------------------
Keota School Board

The Keota School Board 
meets the second Thursday of 
each month, typically at 6 p.m. 

-------------------------------
Keota VFW Auxiliary

The VFW Auxiliary meets 
the third Tuesday of each 
month, typically at the VFW 
building.

-------------------------------
Keokuk County 

Historical Society
Open Wednesdays and 

Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. KCHS will be closed 
the weeks of Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Years. 
During winter, when school is 
cancelled, KCHS will be closed.

-------------------------------
Keokuk County 
Supervisors

The Keokuk County Board 
of Supervisors meets weekly on 
Mondays at 8:30 a.m. 

-------------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sigourney

AA Meetings at Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Wednesdays at 8 p.m. for more 
information, call (319) 461-
6869.

-------------------------------
Narcotics Anonymous- 
Sigourney

NA Meetings Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. 615 S 
Jefferson St Sigourney

-------------------------------
Food Pantry-
Sigourney

Food Pantry Community 
Outreach Center-Sigourney: 
Call the Lord’s Pantry at 641-
224-2588 or contact a minister

-------------------------------
Keokuk County Public 
Health

Keokuk County Public 
Health is here to serve you. 
We offer an array of services 
such as: home health services, 
immunizations, education, 
diabetic care, foot care, 
partner’s program, etc. We 
have walkers, wheelchairs, 
shower chairs, canes, etc. to 
loan out free of cost. Please 
call us if you or a loved one is 
in need. For more information, 

call (641) 622-3575. 
-------------------------------

Alcoholics 
Anonymous-Keota

AA every Monday at 7 p.m. at 
the Good Neighbor Fellowship 
Church on Broadway.

-------------------------------
Alzheimer’s Support

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
meetings are held the first 
Monday of each month at 
the Presbyterian Church in 
Washington at 6:30 p.m.

-------------------------------
Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly

Weekly meetings Tuesdays, 
4:30pm - 5:30 pm. Keokuk 
County Extension Office, 641-
777-1653

-------------------------------
Grief Share

Sigourney Chiristian 
Church, 308 S Jefferson St 
on Wednesdays at 1 p.m., 
beginning Nov. 6. No charge.

-------------------------------
Fiddle Dee Dee

3rd Wednesday of every 
month, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Junk 
Journal Workday. Bring your 
own junk journals to build and 
work on. You can collaborate, 
share supplies, or ideas. 

-------------------------------
Keokuk County 
Democrats Open 
Meeting

First Tuesday of the Month. 
Meet & Greet at 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

-------------------------------
Webb Masonic Lodge 
#182

A.F. & A.M. Meets first 
Tuesday every month. Dinner 
6:30 p.m.; Stated meeting 7:30 
p.m. For more information call 
641-660-4605

-------------------------------

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries
• story (no photos) runs for FREE
• story with black and white photo- $12
• story with color photo- $24
* Some restrictions may apply.
If the story is an invitation to a celebration
or request for cards, it must run as an ad.

Share your story!
Contact us at 641-622-3110

info@sigourneynewsreview.com
120 E Washington St, PO Box 285

Sigourney, IA 52591

supporting local journalism 
and strengthening our com-
munity.

While this chapter is com-
ing to a close, I am incredibly 
grateful for the relationships 
that have been built and the 
trust you placed in me over 
the years.

Although things will look 
different moving forward, I 

want you to know that I will 
not be far. I look forward to 
continuing to stay connect-
ed with this community in 
new ways and supporting the 
people and businesses that 
make it so special.

Thank you for welcoming 
me into your lives. It has truly 
meant more to me than I can 
put into words.

COMMUNITY from pg. 1

PLAY from pg. 1

again in 2022, because it's just 
not the same."

"I have great, great kids, like 
in EagleRock!," added Ed-
wards. "I have kids that want 
to be here, and that makes all 
the difference in the world. 
So we're going to do the very 
best we can and have a good 
time doing it."

"I think it's going all right 
for the limited practices that 
we've had," said Luke Mo-
eller, who starred as Prince 
Allistair, 10 days before 
showtime.

"This play is very funny," 
said Jason Redlinger, who 
played King Rodrick.

"Lot of actions, I get to 
shoot a bow," said Moeller.

"I get shot by a bow," said 
Redlinger.

The play also featured 
Kennedy Jackson as Queen 
Helene, Grayson Sprouse as 
Gilroy, Peyton Baughman 
as Princess Anabella, Brynn 
Conrad as Princess Edina, 
Rowen Horning as Duff, 
Dakota Dodd as Princess 
Brighid, Allie Galindo as 
Princess Purdy, Ella Greiner 
as Princess Petula, Vivienne 
Klien as Princess Betina, 
Madelyn Althenhofen as a 
herald, and Gabe Reid, Grey-
den Horning and Kahlan 
Carl as multiple minor char-
acters.

New Keota K–12 band, vo-
cal and music extracurricu-
lar teacher Michelle Temple 
is set to take over as drama 
director next year. Edwards 
stated that Temple is married 
to a former Keota grad and 
understands the system. "I 
think she'll do a really good 
job. I'm excited to have her 
here," said Edwards.

In addition to retiring from 
teaching and drama, Ed-
wards will leave her position 
coaching EagleRock!, the 
show choir team she started 

at the school thirty years ago.
"I have fabulous, fabulous 

kids this year, that want to 
be there, and they have done 
so much better than we've 
ever done before," said Ed-
wards about the team. "It's a 
good note to end on...We've 
finished first in Class 1A. Of 
course, there aren't a whole 
lot of schools our size that still 
have a show choir, but they've 
beaten 2A schools, they've 
beaten pep groups. They've 
just done phenomenal."

Many of the drama stu-
dents also participated in 
EagleRock! or in Edwards's 
previous players. Edwards 
noted that seniors Kennedy 
Jackson and Luke Moeller 
had both never missed acting 
in one of her plays. Jackson 
stated that her favorite play 
had been "Heaven Help the 
Po' Taters," which she acted in 
back in 2024. Moeller stated 
his favorite was "Adventures 
of a Comic Book Artist," per-
formed in 2023.

"She's very laid back," said 
Redlinger.

"She gets the point across 
pretty easy," said Moeller.

"Super chill teacher," said 
Jackson.

"I like the way she teaches 
and how she teaches it," said 
Vivian Kleine.

"She puts on good plays ev-
ery year," said Jackson.

"She'll be missed," said 
Redlinger.

"I'll miss her for the entire 
time, the rest of my high 
school career," said Peyton 
Baufman.

"It's gonna be different 
without her, thats for sure," 
said Rowan Horning.

"I will miss it, and it's time," 
said Edwards. "When you're 
73, there are parts of your 
body that don't want to do 
anything anymore."

Photo Credit Katie Phillips.

Keota Council Sets 
Public Hearing Time

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

KEOTA – During the 
March 23 meeting of the 
Keota City Council, the 
council approved setting 
a public hearing for the 
proposed Property Tax 
Levy for 6:00 p.m. on April 
6. The council approved 
moving Assistant City 
Clerk Kristen Clarke, who 
works 30 hours a week, to 
full-time. The council ta-
bled discussion on a quote 
for remote IT services 

due to being unsure on 
the length of the contract. 
The council approved 
giving the city clerk and 
assistant clerk permission 
to dispose of old, unnec-
essary records from at 
least five years ago. The 
council tabled discussion 
of hiring a pool manager, 
due to an interview being 
rescheduled. The council 
approved adopting official 
rules of Rules of Procedure 
for Conduct of City Coun-
cil Business.

Supervisors Name April Child 
Abuse Prevention Month

By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

SIGOURNEY – During 
the March 30 meeting of the 
Keokuk County Board of 
Supervisors, the board pro-
claimed April as Child Abuse 
Prevention Month, follow-
ing a conversation with 
Tammy Wetjen-Kesterson 
from Early Childhood Iowa. 
Wetjen-Kesterson showed 
the board statistics on child 
abuse in the county, which 
showed an incidence rate per 
1,000 children under 5 of 30 
in 2023, compared to a state 
average of 21. Wetjen-Kester-
son said that rates of abuse 
had universally gone up since 
2020, due to family stress and 
financial uncertainty, and 

that she thought these rates 
would stay this high or be-
come higher.

Wetjen-Kesterson ex-
plained that the main pro-
gram Decat and Community 
Patrnership for Protecting 
Children (CPPC) fund in the 
county is the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library, which 
delivers books to the homes 
of children under five in 
the county. In FY2025, the 
program received $5,000 in 
funding and was able to give 
3,544 books to 234 families 
and 348 children, 57% of 
the children under five in 
the county. Wetjen-Kester-
son noted the county's rising 
kindergarten literacy scores, 
which had gone from 63% in 

2020 to 71% in 2024.
Wetjen-Kesterson ex-

plained that a currently be-
ing discussed state bill would 
totally eliminate Decat and 
CPPC by June 30. She stat-
ed that they needed at least 
twelve months to find con-
tinued funding for programs 
and transition juvenile court 
service programs. Wet-
jen-Kesterson stated that, if 
Decat gets twelve months, 
they will put Decat money 
into the Dolly Parton pro-
gram for one final year. If 
not, she will ask Early Child-
hood Iowa where they can 
cut something else to fit the 
program in.

Wetjen-Kesterson also not-
ed that the social program 

cuts would affect preschool 
scholarships and funding for 
SIEDA Head Start in Keokuk 
County. She stated that over 
50 years of data showed that 
the program works and that 
children who attend pre-
school are more successful in 
school and life. Wetjen-Kes-
terson stated that children 
needed preschool to learn 
social emotional skills and 
that these programs lift fam-
ilies out of poverty. She stated 
that some of her job will be 
moved to the Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
but that she was worried that 
young families wouldn't vol-
untarily participate, due to 
not wanting to be connected 
to the HHS.

Keota Quarter 3 Honor Roll
High School
To be eligible, students must 

receive a GPA of at least 3.2. 
"*" denotes 4.0 GPA.

12th Grade
*Reese Conrad, *Dako-

ta Dodd, Garrett Greiner, 
Chase Haifley, Kennedy 
Jackson, Olivia Lyle, *Emi-
ly Mahan, *Emily Moeller, 
*Luke Moeller, Jake Morris, 
Addison Purkeypile, *Gavin 
Sieren, *Jackson Vittetoe.

11th Grade
Porter Cave, Emily Con-

ger, Lexus Detweiler, *Ayden 
Galindo, Jack Greiner, 
Brennan McGuire, Jaylah 
Redlinger, Tucker Sprouse, 
*Wyatt Stewart.

10th Grade
Blake Baker, Keegan 

Clarke, Aubrey Galindo, 
Aidan Greiner, Ella Grein-
er, Karley Greiner, Marlee 
Greiner, Cameron Haifley, 
Halle Heisdorffer, *Elyse 
Lyle, Tyson Osweiler, *Levin 
Sheetz.

9th Grade
*Jessalyn Aller, Peyton 

Baughman, Hadley Cave, 
Mia Conrad, Drew Dodd, 
Allie Galindo, Aspen Galin-
do, Emma Greiner, William 
Greiner, Rowen Horning, 
Memphis Jaeger, Vivienne 
Klein, Maddox Peterson, Da-
cin Redlinger, Zoey Sieren, 
*Grayson Sprouse.

Junior High
To be eligible, students must 

receive a GPA of at least 3.0. 
"*" denotes 4.0 GPA.

8th Grade
Josephine Greiner, Skylar 

Greiner, Greyden Horning, 
Xander Myers, Gabriel Reid.

7th Grade
*Madelyn Altenhofen, 

Nora Bayliss, Lucas Bend-
er, Kahlan Carl, Case Fa-
gen, Covert Greiner, Raiden 
Henrichson-Mattila, Iiliyah 
Hill, Caiden Luers, Emerson 
Lyle, Connor Osweiler, Dax-
ton Redlinger, Rylee Schulte, 
Ryker Sheetz, Aspen Sieren.

Tri-County 3rd Quarter 
2026 Honor Roll

A Honor Roll
12th Grade
Emma Lindley, Boston Ro-

orda.
11th Grade
Nazareth Davis, Drayvon 

Dennis, Alyssa Hadsell.
5th Grade
Grant Sowers.
3rd Grade
Braxton Brumbaugh.
B Honor Roll
12th Grade
Ava, Brackelsberg, Hailey 

Brackelsberg, Tuesday Davis, 
Keagan MacCready.

11th Grade
Emery Hall, Sean McCull-

och, Saige McKain, Aubrey 
Zittergruen.

10th Grade
Keira Cooper, Zoelynn 

Garrett, Lia Hastings, Easton 

Mercer, Karley Moore, Layla 
Shilling, Sullivan Stanley.

9th Grade
Lillian McDonald, Sloane 

McKain, Leah Triplett.
8th Grade
Adam Bos Rauch, Eva Do-

menech, Griffin Hall, Aziah 
Jandrisovits, Bailey Moore.

7th Grade
Quinn Stanley.
5th Grade
Paisly Edmundson, Nora 

Hall, Kenneth Hartwig, Ga-
briel Kenyon, Leo Molyneux, 
Reese Moore.

4th Grade
Sofia Berg, Annebelle Cal-

low, Alexzander Purdy.  
3rd Grade
Kenzie Huber, Ellenor 

Winkleman.

Don’t tempt fate...

That text can wait!Help a Neighbor. Pay It Forward.
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Letter to the Editor Policy
 The News-Review welcomes the opinions of our readers 
in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the submissions 
are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking individuals 
without supporting documentation or a rational and legally 
defensible justification. In any event the newspaper reserves 
the sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader sub-
mission will be published. If your letter is selected it will be 
run on a single occasion and you agree to give us the right 
to publish it in print and digital form. The News-Review 
will not accept letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, 
or otherwise reproduced. Letters should be original, type-
written or neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 
300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be subject to 
editing and may not be published in their entirety.
 The News-Review does not as a general rule print form 
letters or letters which are also submitted to other newspa-
pers. We are most interested in sincere personal views as 
opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for 

an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure 
us that their submission is individual and personal, it may 
be rejected.

Your Letter to the Editor must include:
• Your full name with signature
• Your complete address
• Your telephone number

 Your address and telephone number will not be printed 
in the newspaper, but will be used for verification by news-
paper editorial staff.
 Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks 
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be 
published. The News-Review reserves the right to end de-
bate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to 
express their views. The News-Review reserves the right to 
edit or refuse all letters. All columns and letters on the opin-
ion page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The News-Review.

The News-Review  |  120 E Washington St, PO Box 285, Sigourney, IA 52591  |  641-622-3110  |  news@sigourneynewsreview.com

Correction and Retraction Policy
 The News-Review strives for accurate and complete 
news reporting but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases 
where an error has been made we will run a correction, clar-
ification, retraction or editor’s note in the next edition. Our 
goal in any event is to inform readers of corrections clearly 
and quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating 
with the correct information.
 All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next is-
sue published. The correction will denote the issue, article 
and incorrect information along with the correction. Digital 
corrections will also be made and an editor’s note will be 
added to the bottom of the article in question noting what 
was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. If 
the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other on-
line medium controlled by The News-Review, a post will be 
made linking to the corrected article, noting the correction.
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www.statlerconstruction.com

NOW is the time to start
planning for building

Your New Home!
 • Our Plans or Yours
 • Turn-Key Construction
	 •	Energy	Rater	Certified

It Just
Makes Sense!

Panelization...

CALL TODAY
(319) 656-5131

Encourage Kindness 
Today

Put a smile
in someone’s day

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Absence of 
difficulty
  5. Preserve a dead 
body
 11. Gratitude
 14. The act of com-
ing together again
 15. More cushy
 18. Visionaries
 19. Large fish-eat-
ing bird
 21. Indicates near
 23. Former CIA 
and CIA critic
 24. Icelandic poems
 28. Pop
 29. Hammer is one
 30. Selfs
 32. Thyroid-stimu-
lating hormone
 33. Nowhere to be 
found
 35. Electronic data 
processing
 36. Drivers’ licenses 
and passports are 
two
 39. Snake-like 
fishes
 41. Air Force
 42. Popular person-
al computers
 44. Stages in eco-
logical succession
 46. Wings
 47. In the center
 49. Pleasantly 
smooth
 52. Jeweled head-
dress
 56. In slow tempo
 58. __ Falls
 60. Reiterations
 62. Eras
 63. Hyphen
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Body part

  2. Mimics
  3. Expel or eject 
(variant sp.)
  4. Sea eagle
  5. Taxonomic 
category
  6. Chinese lan-
guages
  7. Mr. T’s “A-Team” 
character
  8. Consumed
  9. Chinese dynasty
 10. NFL legend 
Randy
 12. Ireland
 13. Palm trees with 
creeping roots
 16. Fungal disease
 17. Tall, slen-
der-leaved plants
 20. Affirmative! 
(slang)
 22. It says who you 
are
 25. Atlantic coast 
state
 26. Grow older
 27. Associations
 29. Woman 

(French)
 31. Sunscreen 
rating
 34. Brew
 36. Leader
 37. Indigo bush 
genus
 38. Burn with a hot 
liquid
 40. Junior’s father
 43. Mackerel genus
 45. Morning
 48. Straight line 
from side to side 
(abbr.)
 50. Type of molding
 51. Small, thin or 
twisted bunch
 53. Worn by expo-
sure to the weather
 54. Mars crater
 55. Humanities
 57. Relating to the 
ears
 58. “To the __ 
degree”
 59. Residue when 
something is burned
 61. It cools a home

CLUES ACROSS
1. Neckwear
7. Fish parts
13. Cooking
14. Quality
16. Rural delivery
17. Popular superhero
19. Partner to Pa
20. Shivering fits
22. Wrath
23. Linguistics pioneer
25. Large integers
26. A way to prepare 

food
28. Group of badgers
29. Peyton’s little 

brother
30. Rock out
31. Danish krone
33. Take from with 

force
34. Baroque musical 

instrument
36. Zodiac sign
38. Hebrew alphabet 

letter
40. Independent mem-

ber of a clone
41. Type of garment
43. Satisfy
44. One point south of 

due east
45. A way to wipe out
47. Moved quickly on 

foot
48. Bar bill
51. An idiot
53. Performed with the 

voice silent
55. Body fluids
56. Rhythmic patterns
58. “__ my i’s”
59. Type of wrap
60. It shows who you 

are
61. Carousel
64. Type of college 

degree
65. Molding
67. Closes again
69. Verses

70. Surface
CLUES DOWN
1. Short, thick stick
2. Rhode Island
3. Animals of the horse 

family
4. Very important 

persons
5. Folk singer Di 

Franco
6. Boredom
7. Long speech
8. Footballer Newton
9. Expression of sorrow 

or pity
10. Linear accelerator
11. One quintillion 

bytes
12. Smallest interval in 

Western music
13. Box
15. Cheese dish
18. Make a mistake
21. Done by all people 

or things
24. Circumference
26. Chum
27. Electrocardiogram
30. Sandwich chain 

Jimmy __
32. Showed old movie
35. Important event on 

Wall St.
37. Where wrestlers 

work
38. Free from contam-

ination
39. Eastern Canada 

coastal region
42. Slang for gun
43. High schoolers’ test
46. Fathers
47. Call it a career
49. Productive
50. Musical groups
52. Yellowish-brown
54. Lowest point of a 

ridge
55. Beloved late sports-

caster Craig
57. Fill up
59. Cardinal number 

that’s the sum of 5 
and 1

62. Frost
63. Jewel
66. Atomic #45
68. Top lawyer

This week’s crossword, sponsored by:

Atwood Electric, Inc.
641-622-3626

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

One Year: 2000
By Casey Jarmes | 
The News-Review

“Remember all the hype 
last year about Y2K? Well, 
it turned out to be just that: 
a bunch of useless hype! 
The century change went 
by without a problem, prov-
ing all of the hype wrong. I 
thought the world was sup-
posed to end on New Year’s 
Eve. If it was, why are you 
reading this? Surprise, you’re 
dead…NOT! Now that all of 
the hype is over, I can hon-
estly say that it was the most 
annoying thing that I’ve ever 
seen.”

That’s what Ryan Craig 
wrote in the Jan. 12 issue of 
the Savage Eye, published 
in the Sigourney News-Re-
view. It’s a good quote to 
begin this week’s dive into 
how the new millennium 
changed, or more often, 
failed to change Keokuk 
County. Also found in the 
Savage Eye that year were 
period appropriate articles 
on how cool the new tech-
nological innovation of 
burning CDs was; debating 
the the morality of Napster; 
recounting the horrors of 
the ILOVEYOU virus; and 
reviewing “Toy Story 2,” 
“Star Wars: The Phantom 
Menace,” “Scream 3” and 
“Erin Brockovich.”

Early in the year, Sigour-
ney was struck by a rash of 
burglaries, with burglars 
breaking into SIEDA Head 
Start, Kinds Jack and Jill, 
the White House Lounge, 
Martin Feed Shed, Sigour-
ney High School, the Chris-
tian Church of Sigourney, 
Bender Foundry, Greenley 
Office Supply in January 
and February, usually tak-
ing money. On Feb. 2, the 
Sigourney City Council shut 
down the zoo owned by lo-
cal man Dave Finch.

On March 3 and 4, the 
Keota Community Theater 
presented the musical “Sug-
ar,” an adaptation of “Some 
Like It Hot.” On March 
31 and April 1, Sigourney 
High School presented 
“Seven Nuns at Las Vegas.” 
On April 14 and 15, the Ke-
okuk County Arts Council 
presented the play “My Son 
is Crazy – But Promising.” 
On Dec. 2 and 3, Sigour-
ney High School presented 
"Three Musketeers...All 
Swash and No Buckle." On 
Nov. 10 and 11, Tri-County 
presented "Done to Death."

On May 1, the Dumont 
Museum opened a new 
room featuring memora-
bilia from famed actor and 
musician Roy Rogers. On 
July 1, the room was dedi-

cated with a concert by Rog-
ers's son Roy "Dusty" Rogers 
Jr. Museum owner Lyle Du-
mont had been fascinated 
by Rogers since the 50s. In 
1982, he met Roy Rogers 
and Dale Evans while visit-
ing the Roy Rogers Museum 
in California. The Dumonts 
befriended Rogers and Ev-
ans, going to visit them once 
or twice a year over the next 
16 years and attending Rog-
ers's private family funeral 
service in 1998.

On May 6, Midge Walker 
and Mary Albert opened 
Walk "ER" Drive-Thru. 
One June 1, work began to 
flood part of Belva Deer 
park, moving 400,000 yards 
of dirt to build a half-mile 
damn and create the 260 
acre lake. On May 27, Jon-
athan Wallerich ran the 
100 meter dash in just 11.20 
seconds, winning the state 
championship.

On June 1, Enrique Or-
donez Sanchez and Javier 
Rascon flagged down a 
passing truck driver near 
Keswick, saying they had 
been shot at, before running 
off into a field. The trucker 
called the sheriff's depart-
ment, who found Sanchez 
and Rascon hiding in a 
brush. While investigating 
the incident, the police 
found 25 kilos of marijua-
na and arrested the pair for 
possession with intent to de-
liver. Arrest warrants were 
issued for a Jesus "Jessie" 
Quiroz, also for possession 
with intent to deliver, but 
I was unable to find any-
more information on what 
happened to him or on why 
Sanchez and Rascon had 
been shot at. A drug deal 
gone wrong, perhaps?

Hanna Redling and 
Kaden Benson were the 
winners of the Lions Club's 
4th of July Cutie Kiddie 

Contest. Amber Snaken-
berg was the Expo Queen, 
while Ashley Schultz was 
the Fair Queen. Sapphire 
Gatton and Zachary Sams 
were crowned Little Miss 
and Mr. Keokuk County.

In July, Michael Mur-
phy of Delta's sewer system 
became plugged. The city 
told him they could do 
nothing, because the ob-
struction was in his section 
of the sewer line. Murphy 
did not take this well and 
showed up at the July 10 city 
council meeting, carrying 
a five-gallon bucket full of 
urine and feces. Murphy 
splattered the council with 
the waste, earning himself 
75 days in jail.

On July 31, the ribbon 
was cut for the opening of 
Sinclair Tractor. On Au-
gust 21, vandals broke into 
and smashed up the Ike's. 
On September 5, Leland 
Heisdorffer of Heisdorffer 
Sales and Service saw two 
men breaking into his busi-
ness. He rammed his car 
into theirs and the men 
fled into a field. The rob-
bers, Jamey Don Davidson 
and Mark Campbell, were 
quickly apprehended. Chad 
Greiner and Amy Wells 
were the Sigourney Home-
coming king and queen.

For the third year in a row, 
the Sigourney-Keota Savage 
Cobras made the state foot-
ball semi-finals, only to lose. 
In 2000, their loss came at 
the hands of Solon, losing 
21-35. Four members of 
the team (T.J. Greiner, J.D. 
Greiner, Derek Greiner and 
Nick Baker) were named to 
the All-State team. After the 
game, Coach Bob Howards 
stated "the outlook for 2001 
is bright. What the outcome 

THE HISTORICAL VIEWPOINT

The Roy Rogers section of the Dumont Museum.
VIEWPOINT 
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Please check with your church for updates, online services, postponements and 
cancellations. In light of COVID-19 measures, please contact your church to find out how 

services are being held or streamed online before attempting to attend.

Bain ElectricBain Electric
Gary Bain

910 North Main - Sigourney

641-622-3771
Residential and

Commercial 
Electrical WorkElectrical Work

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

DELTA
Delta Christian Church
108 W 3rd St.
Worship: Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

Delta Methodist Church
Pastor Vince Homan
Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday School for Elementary 

age children is at 9:30-10:15 a.m.

FREMONT
Fremont Community 

Church
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 

a.m.
Adult Sunday School 10:15 

a.m.

First Baptist Church
of Fremont

Pastor Robb Bruns
Sunday School, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

GIBSON
Gibson Presbyterian 

Church
Pastors Amy McGriff and 

Robert Elgin
Worship, 10 a.m.
Communion on the third 

Sunday of the month.

HEDRICK
The Church Of
Living Water

Pastor Shane Jarr
13 North Main St., Hedrick
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.; 

Sunday Worship -10:40 a.m.; 
Evening Services - 7 p.m.

Bible Study Wednesdays - 6 
p.m.

Hedrick First Christian
206 Park St. Hedrick
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; 

Gathering for Worship, 10:45 
a.m.

Hedrick Community 
Church A Global 

Methodist Church
Pastor Michael Elrod 
203 N. Spring Street, Hedrick
641-653-4477
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship 

In Person, or online through 
our Facebook Page or www.
hedrickumc.org

KEOTA
Good Neighbor 

Fellowship
126 E Broadway
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School, 

10 a.m. Service

Holy Trinity Parish
109 N Lincoln St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
Office Phone: 641-636-3883
Sunday Mass: 8:30am
Religious-Ed Sundays 9:30-

10:45am

United Church of Faith
201 North Ellis Street, PO Box 

208
Keota, IA 52248
(641) 636-3825

keotaucf@cloudburst9.net 
www.keotaucf.org 
Sunday Worship Service 9:00 

a.m

KESWICK
Keswick and 

Webster UMC
Pastor Brandi Meyer
319-430-7299
Keswick United Methodist 

Church
Service: 9:00 a.m.
Webster United Methodist 

Church Worship service: 10:00 
a.m.

Communion is on the 1st 
Sunday of the month for both 
churches

New Life Fellowship
Hwy. 22 South, Keswick
319-738-3851
Pastor John Stringfellow
Service Sunday at 10 a.m. and 

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
Teaching Tuesday is Tuesday at 

6:30 p.m.
Evening of Praise: every third 

Saturday of the month at 7 p.m.

NEW SHARON
The Lighthouse Church
641-637-2251
www.nsfcc.org
Pastor Eric Sneed
Sunday: Sunday School 9 a.m.; 

Worship 10 a.m.
Wednesday: WOW Kids 6-7:30 

p.m.
Thursday: Prayer Connect 

5:50-6:20 p.m.

New Sharon
Assembly of God

www.newsharonag.org
Pastor Shane Farnum
Youth Group: Wednesday: 

6:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

New Sharon 
Friends Church

Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.

New Sharon Harvest 
Community Church

Pastor David Pinkerton
2083 Hwy. 102
641-295-0109
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10 a.m.

New Sharon
Lower Grove Church

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship, 10:30 a.m.

New Life Fellowship 
New Sharon

Lead Pastor Rick Baarda
www.newlifefellowshipns.org
641-637-2561
newlifefellowshipns@gmail.

com
Worship Service: Sunday, 

9:15am (Church)
Children's Sunday School 

during pastor's morning 
message. (Church Basement)

Adult Small Group: Sunday, 
10:30am (Church)

Adult Small Group: 
Wednesday, 1:30pm (McVay FC)

G2C Youth Group (2-6th)- 
Wednesday, 6:00 -7:30pm 
(Church)

PROS Youth Group (7-12th) 
- Wednesday, 6:30 - 8:30pm 
(McVay FC)

Union Mills 
Christian Church

Pastor Josh Martin
1405 Parkin Ave, New Sharon, 

IA 50207
641-637-2339
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Worship, 10:35 a.m.

NORTH ENGLISH
St. Joseph’s

221 N Knollridge St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
319-664-3325
Mass Time: Saturdays 5:00pm
(Nov through Feb: 4:00pm)
Religious-Ed: Wednesdays 

6:00-7:15pm

Christian Church
Pastor Luke Caster
131 N. Howard St.
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Ph. 319-664-3338

OLLIE
Grace Family Church

Rev. Dar Eckley, Pastor
24536 Hwy. 78, Box 64, Ollie, 

52576
Sunday Worship - 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday school-10:15 a.m.
RocKnowledge Youth Group is 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Ollie Baptist Church
Church Phone: 641-224-9797
Ollie Pastor Tom Grove 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship 
Thursday: 9 a.m. Sewing and 

Quilting

Prairie View Church, A 
Global Methodist Church

Pastor: Steven Lamb
641-667-2502
27131 Hwy 78, Ollie
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Worship, 

Followed by Fellowship; 10:30 
a.m. Sunday School

Sundays and Wednesdays: 5 
p.m. Book Study

Sunday, Mar. 22: 9 a.m. Sunday 
Worship, followed by fellowship; 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School; 5 p.m. 
Book Study at the parsonage

Monday, Mar. 23: 8 a.m. Prayer 
Group at parsonage

Tuesday, Mar. 24: 10 a.m. Bible 
Study

Wednesday, Mar. 25: 7 p.m. 
Church Council & Finance

Sunday, Mar. 29: 7:30 a.m. Palm 
Sunday Breakfast fundraiser for 
Missions; 9 a.m. Palm Sunday 
Worship, followed by fellowship

OSKALOOSA
Park Church of Christ
Minister David Pearce
1804 Burlington Road
Oskaloosa
Sunday Morning
9:30 a.m. Classes
10:30 a.m. Worship

RICHLAND
Richland Methodist 

Church
Pastor Michael Elrod
106 W. South St., Richland
319-456-2251
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. in 

person or Facebook page.

Trinity Friends Church
Pastor Jerry Hoover
206 Main St,
641-919-8922
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

Woolson Friends Church
Pastor Jerry Hoover
1005 Jasmine Ave,
641-919-8922
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

ROSE HILL
Rose Hill Community 

Church
Pastor: Mike Sennett
2011 Main St. 
Sunday School- 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship- 10:15 a.m.
Free Food Bank Distribution- 

Every second Friday of the 
month.

SIGOURNEY
Be the Light Ministry

200 Kramer St.
Sunday- 9 a.m. Traditional 
11 a.m. Contemporary
Sunday School (PK-6) 10-10:45 

a.m.

The Bethel Church
Pastor Nick Needham
319-329-6070
6 miles East of Sigourney on 

Highway 92.
Website: thebethelumc.org
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Member of the Global 

Methodist Church

First Baptist Church
Pastor Joe Hohenshell
308 N. Jefferson St. 319-450-

8333
Sunday School, 9 a.m.; Worship 

Service, 10 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church
215 N Jefferson St, Sigourney
Pulpit supply for Pastor
641-622-2247
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Christian Church
of Sigourney

308 S. Jefferson, 641-622-2151
Pastor Dan Glandon
Sunday School all ages: 9:30 

a.m.
Traditional Service: 10:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study: Tuesday at 

6:30 p.m.

Hope Lutheran Church, 
LCMS

The Rev. Richard Meyer
315 W. Kelly Street
Office: 319-668-2999
May-Sept.
Sunday: Worship at 11 a.m. 
Communion the first and 

third Sunday
Oct-April
Saturday: Worship at 5 p.m.
Communion the first and 

third Saturday

Lancaster Christian 
Church

Pastor Don Frost
22934 W. County Rd. V5G
815-262-5273
Sunday School: 9 a.m.; Worship 

Service: 10 a.m.

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church

415 E Pleasant Valley St.
Rev. Fr. Robert Lathrop
Office Phone #641-622-2316
Sunday Mass: 10:30am
Religious-Ed Sundays
9:00-10:15am
Bulletin Deadline is 

Wednesday 9:00am
Email: sigourneystmary@

diodav.org

Sigourney United 
Methodist Church

Website: sigourneyumc.com
(641) 622-2641
Pastor Brandi Meyer
Sunday Worship Services - 

11:00 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome

SOUTH ENGLISH
English River Church of 

the Brethren
29252 137th St., South English
319-667-5235
Worship 10 a.m.

WHAT CHEER
What Cheer Baptist 

Church
Pastor DJ Danner
641-660-9948
109 E Briney
What Cheer
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.; 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
evening services, 6:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Study: Wednesday 
6:30 p.m.

What Cheer Methodist 
Church

The Rev. Vince Homan
Sunday School, 9:30; Worship, 

10:30 a.m.
Second Tuesday - Local food 

event for Tri-County and Delta
Fourth Tuesday- Food Truck 

from Ottumwa Food Bank- 
Anyone in Keokuk County

What Cheer Hilltop 
Chapel

506 E Briney St., What Cheer
641-634-2990
Pastor John Bacon
Sunday Worship: 10 -11:30 a.m. 
Kids Church: 10:30 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study: 

Mondays at 6:30 p.m.
Men’s fellowship: Wednesdays 

at 6:30 p.m.
Community Kids Club: first-

sixth grades Thursdays at 6 p.m.
Prayer Meeting: Third Friday 

each month at 6:30 p.m.

Free Grace United
107 East Broadway St. What 

Cheer, IA 50268.
10 a.m. Sunday service with 

Kids Church.
Recovery meeting weekly 

Wednesday 7 pm

As we move into the official beginning of Spring, 
we tend to feel a sense of serenity and renewal. 
As the days grow longer and the air gets warmer, 

we can reflect upon the matter of renewal in our own 
lives. Life can bring about circumstances which feel 
like a “crossroads” as we seek out a fresh start or a new 
path to embark upon. While standing at these turning 
points can feel uncertain, the changing season serves 
as a reminder that growth is a natural process. Just as 
the flowers of Spring will not bloom all at once, our own 
transitions take time and careful attention. As this new 
season begins, try to find comfort in this fact, no matter 
how long the winter may have felt, or how uncertain 
times may feel.
–James Stone

New Life in a New Season

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation has come: The 
old has gone, the new is here!
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)

“

“

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

states, and fought to preserve 
the Union.

Prior to the war, Burmeister 
lived on a farm in Iowa Coun-
ty. Fieselmann explained that 
he was a German immigrant 
who opened the first school 
in his community. Burmeis-
ter's great great great nephew, 
Morris Denson, was also in 
attendance, and talked about 
his family history.

"George Burmeister came 
from Germany, and he said, 
'Well over there in Germany, 
there is constant battles all 
the time.' And they fought for 
power, for money, to enslave 
people...He signed up to the 
Union, cause he said, this was 
his first opportunity, he would 
get to fight to set someone 
free," said Denson.

The First Iowa only enlisted 
for 90 days. After the Battle of 
Wilson's Creek, which serves 
as the climax of Fieselmann's 
book, Ware, Burmeister and 
most of the other members of 
the First Iowa reenlisted. Bur-
meister became the captain 
of an all German unit out of 
Muscatine, but was wounded 
in Louisiana, later dying of 
his wounds in while at bar-
racks in Missouri. Ware sur-
vived the war, later moving to 
Kansas and becoming a well 
respected author, newspaper 
editor and politician.

"Throughout the book, I'm 
trying to figure out how these 
soldiers remained commit-
ted," said Fieselmann. "You 
know, they were practically 
starving, their clothes were 
wearing out, they were not 
supported, they didn't think 
Lyon had any respect for them 
whatsoever, and they kept 
really trying...This is my last 
paragraph: 'The First Iowa 
soldiers were not ordinary. 
They vast out-marched other 

regiments and kept a sense of 
humor. They overcame. They 
sang. They made two songs 
famous for campfires across 
America. They wrote, Eugene 
wrote, that Lyon took dread-
ful chances, and never expect-
ed to route the armies of Mc-
Culloch and Price, but his raw 
soldiers fought, better than he 
expected, after Lyon discov-
ered the inner force and ded-
ication beneath the rags worn 
by the Iowa First Regiment. 
Perhaps their commitments 
to the Union contributed to 
his decision to stay and fight at 
Wilson's Creek.'"

Fieselmann was accompa-
nied by Kristie and Bob Black 
from the band "Banjoy," who 
played recreations of the songs 
"Happy Land of Canaan" and 
"Hard Times," two songs pop-
ularized by the First Iowa In-
fantry, prior to the program. 
Also at the history center was 
Jeff McDowell, who showed 
off Civil War era uniforms 
and recreations of them.

Upcoming English Valleys 
History Center presentations 
include:

•	 April 26 – Roy R. Beh-
rens: Iowa’s Camouflage Ex-
perts

•	 June 28 – Mike Williams: 
Automotive History: A per-
sonal obsession 

•	 July 19 – Allan Hogue: 
Farming on the Oxbow 

•	 August 30 – Sandra Kes-
sler Host: What Happened to 
the Ioway? 

•	 September 27 – Jacob 
Glandon: My life as a local 
filmmaker 

•	 October 25 – Kirsten 
Kumpf-Baele: The Anne 
Frank Tree in Iowa City 

•	 November 22 – Steve 
Miller & Scott Romine: The 
Iowa Project: The Mosaic 

EV HISTORY from pg. 2

Pekin students Zoey Denison, Michelle Jacobs, Carley 
Clarahan, Johnathan Delaney, Autumn Coleman, and 
Zoe Heisdorffer played as part of the SEISC High School 
Honor Band

Sigourney student Grayson Jones placed second at a 
weld off, after competing against 43 other 1st year weld-
ing students from six other Career Academies. He won a 
backpack and a $600 Indian Hills scholarship.

The Pekin Varsity Quiz Bowl team was the runner up at the 
conference tournament on March 24. L to R: Carley Clar-
ahan, Will Daniels, Henry Eubanks, Hayden Miller, Conor 
Cloyd and Jonathan Delaney. Back: Coach Matt Hoffmann
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GREINER WELL
and PUMP

641-660-8930

GREINER PUMP 
& PLUMBING

641.636.2021
Think water. Think Greiner.
Wells • Pumps • Plumbing
Trenching • Backhoeing

GREINER WELL
and PUMP

641-660-8930

GREINER PUMP 
& PLUMBING

641.636.2021
Think water. Think Greiner.
Wells • Pumps • Plumbing
Trenching • Backhoeing

GREINER WELL
and PUMP

641-660-8930
Atwood Electric, Inc.

Our Commitment To You:

• Quality  • Integrity
• Service

23124 Hwy. 149 641-622-3626
P.O. Box 311 800-247-0214
Sigourney, IA 52591 Fax: 641-622-2438

Atwood Electric, Inc.
Our Commitment To You:

• Quality  • Integrity
• Service

23124 Hwy. 149 641-622-3626
P.O. Box 311 800-247-0214
Sigourney, IA 52591 Fax: 641-622-2438

Atwood Electric, Inc.
Our Commitment To You:

• Quality  • Integrity
• Service

23124 Hwy. 149 641-622-3626
P.O. Box 311 800-247-0214
Sigourney, IA 52591 Fax: 641-622-2438

23124 Hwy.149
P.O. Box 311
Sigourney, IA 52591

641-622-3626
800-247-0214

Fax: 641-622-2438

Sigourney T.V.  
& Appliance

Gary & Brenda Kruse, 
Owners

641-622-2511
103 E Marion, Sigourney

Sales & Service on  
Appliances and TVs

We invite you to  
shop and compare!

105 S. Jefferson St. 
Sigourney, IA 52591

641-622-3191
Hours • Mon-Friday 
9-5 • Saturday 9-12

The Garden 
Gate

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

THIS 
SPOT
could be yours!
Call 641-622-3110

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted-
Government
POLICE OFFICER: The 
Indianola Police Depart-
ment is now accepting 
applications for Police 
Officer. Apply online at 
this link: https://indiano-
laiowa.applicantpro.com/
jobs  , choose Police Offi-
cer. Deadline 04/24/2026 
EOE____________INCN

you don’t have to go 
out of town to

print your photos...
The News-Review is your source for 

all your printing needs!

• 4x6, 4x8, 5x7,
8x10, 8x12

• Single-page
Calendars

• 4x8 Cards
(Graduation, Birthday,
 Anniversary & More!)

• Index Prints
• Passport Photos
• Collage Prints

The News-Review
120 E Washington St. 

Sigourney, IA
(641) 622-3110

MISC
Safe Step. North Amer-
ica's #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-376-4154___ 	
_______________INCN
___________________

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. Offer ends 12/27/26.) 
Call 1-866-456-3917___ 		
_______________INCN
___________________

Does your basement or 
crawl space need some 
attention? Call Thrash-
er Foundation Repair! 
A permanent solution 
for waterproofing, fail-
ing foundations, sinking 
concrete and nasty crawl 
spaces. FREE Inspec-
tion & Same Day Esti-
mate. $250 off ANY proj-
ect with code GET250. 
Call 1-866-554-1730___ 	
_______________INCN
___________________

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Gener-
ator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-954-
5087 today to schedule 
a free quote. It's not just 
a generator. It's a power 
move.___________INCN
___________________

Audien Hearing. The 
world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen con-
trols. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. 
Free shipping. Lifetime 
support. More than 1.5 
million happy customers. 
Call Audien 1-855-304-
1545___________INCN

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION 
Located at Duwa’s Auction Building, 1½ mi West of Wellman, IA on Hwy 22

Friday – April 10, 2026 – 8:30am
Live & Online Auction - Select items Online thru 

“EquipmentFacts.com”
TRACTORS – COMBINES – SKID LOADER: 2020 Case IH Mag 
380, 4478 hrs, CVX trans, frt susp, 20.8R-46, 5 remotes, frt & rear wts; 
2001 McCormnick CX100, MFWD, 3421 hrs, Quicke 750 ldr; ‘65 JD 4020, 
ps, handrail steps, Firestone 18.4-38; ‘85 Hesston 666DT, MFWD w/ROPS, 
12/12 trans, 4478 hrs, w/ldr, 66” bckt, Firestone 18.4-34; MF 275 w/Wstndrf 
TA 25 ldr; ‘69 IH 856, wf, 3 pt; IH 1086-6638hrs, 18.4-38, rough tinwork; IH 
886, 7529hrs, 18.4-34; ‘65 JD 3020, Turbo D, wf, ps, 14.9-38; ‘60 JD 630, 
G, wf, ps, 14.9-38; ‘57 JD 420T w/3pt; ‘55 JD 70, nf, 3pt; ‘55 JD 60, G, nf, 
ps, 14.9-38; MH 44, wf, ps, 13.6-38; Yanmar 781 D-needs FWA repair; JD 
20 series frt wts; JD rear whl wts; JD flat top fndrs; 11.2-24 frt tractor tires; 
Combines/ Heads: ‘93 Case IH 1666, RWA, 4068hrs, bin ext, Firestone 
30.5L-32; Case IH 2206-6R CH; 15’ Case IH 1020 GT; MF 750 w/Perkins 
eng; MF 1144 4R-38 CH; 15’ GT; Case 430 w/2741hrs TRAILERS – DUMP 
TRUCK: 2019 -7’x24’ Hillsboro livstck w/8000lb axles & divide gate; 2015-
24’ Delta GN livstck w/3 compart-good cond; ‘80-20’ Featherlite GN livstck 
w/recond undercarriage; 2010-20’ Kiefer 1000E flatbed w/5’ beav tail; ’84 
Freightliner semi tractor; ’79 Tech Steel lo-boy semi trlr; H&H 12’ BH w/ramps; 
‘88 Ford F700 dump truck, 5spd, 39,418 mi, w/10’ Heil box FARM EQUIPT: 
15’ Great Plains 1500 turbo till; Kinze 2000, 6R-11 interplant; JD 7000 6R-30” 
w/LF & grd driven diaph P-10 pump; 13’ JD 8300 w/gs, dbl disc, 7”x23 spac-
sharp; 15’ Great Plains 3pt SS, cntr pivot hitch, 10” spac, gs, SI meters, harr 
& mrkrs; 21’ JD 630 disc, 9” spac & harr; Houle GEA 6000 gal sprdr w/8 knife 
VTI inj bar; JD 875 6R-3pt cult; JD 1508 batwing mow; Harrogators; Kuhn 
1224 Easyspread sprdr w/slop gate & top beater-like new cond; Artsway 425C 
GM; JD 570sprdr w/slop gate; 18’ SI feeder wagon; Unverferth 430 w/tarp, 
brakes & lights; New CFG Ind. MX12R mini hoe & JD 74” grapple bckt-bckt; 
JD 275-3pt disc mow-sharp; NH 155 sprdr; 25’ Case IH 496 disc; JD 640 
rake; IH 540 sprdr; NH 3pt disc mow; Vicon CM2400-3pt disc mow; M&W 
RC 456-10 whl V rake; Vermeer WR-22 10 whl rake; JD 535 baler; Blu-Jet 3 
shk sub-tiller; NH 310 baler; 21’ BH disc; Winpower 25/15/ pto port gen; JD 
7000 12R FF; Case IH 1360 GM; 18’ Glencoe soil fin; Kew 295-7 shk disc 
chisel w/harr; JD 7000 4R w/LF; 13’ Krause disc; 24’ JD 960-3pt FC; JD 350 
sprdr; 15’ JD 400, 6R-3pt RH; 10’ Land Pride hyd tilt/sw blade; 12’ Krause 
chisel; JD 3940 chopr w/5’ HH; 18’ bale feed wagon; Gehl 1860 TDC baler; 
NH 790 chopr w/890-7’ HH; NH FP230 chopr w/kern procr; Gehl 970, 2-H&S 
501, JD 125/ 216 forage wagons; Trioliet SM-7 TMR mixr wagon; Meridian 
6R cult; Parker, Bradford, J&M & DMI gravities; JD 660 rakes; JD 1219 mowr 
cond; JD 1350-1450 4-18” plow; Gehl 125 GM w/scales; Long 3pt backhoe; 
10’ IH 55 disc chisel; 16’ White 385-3pt FC; NH 258 rakes; IH 430 baler; 
14’, 16’ &18’ hayracks; IH 4 bott pull plow; NH 456 sick mow; 8’ Arps HD 3pt 
blade; Hesston 10-3pt stack mover; NI 5 whl rake; 14’ Hi-lift & 12’ hyd livstck 
trlr; 6’ King Kutter 3pt disc; 4 sect. harrs; Rot mowers; Graino-vatirs; Augers: 
Westfield 8”x31’ & 8”x51’, 8”x61’ Feterl; Case 5 bott hi-clear semi-mt plow; 
JD 34 1R chopr; Barge & flare wagons; Sprayer Spec 1000 gal w/60’ bm; JD 
14T baler; 23’ bale convyr; Koyker 510 ldr; Westendorf self-leve ldr w/84” bckt; 
Wstndrf bale spear & bckt; Port fuel tank w/ele pump; Case IH 1490 haybine; 
JD 8W sickle mow; LIVESTOCK EQUIP: 12T Chore Time bulk bin; 2-3T 
bulk bins; For-most 125 stationary & port work chutes; Palco head sq chute; 
19’ wooden cattle self-feeder; Farm Star creep feeders & cattle feed bunk; 
Bale ring feeders; Cattle panels; 127 pieces-28’ steel building siding; 6x6x4 
timbers; SHOP EQUIP – 4 HAYRACKS FULL OF QUALITY, CLEAN 
HAND TOOLS: 25t Hyd press; Cutting torch w/tanks; Miller AEAD-200LE 
port LP AC/DC arc welder; Clark 130EN mig welder; Century 80 gasless wire 
welder; Lincoln stick welder; Farmhand 60 gal, 7hp vert air compr; HDC 16spd 
drill press; Honeywell port gen; Hand Arbor press; 8” bench grinder; 6” vise; 
Scaffolding; Woodworking tools: Craftsman wood lathe; 10” Xacta 15 amp 
sliding compound miter saw; 12½“ Performer planer; 6” Jet band saw; 16” 
Craftsman scroll saw; Dovetail jig saw; Dewalt: Hole saw, recip saw, circular 
saw, Biscuit joiner, 20 volt miter saw, HD angle grinder; Craftsman jig saw; 
Woodworking hand tools; ½“ & ¾“ socket sets; Milwaukee Sawzall; 14” Ryobi, 
Milwaukee & K/F cut off saws; 38’ alum ladder; Alum & Fiberglas ladders/ 
Fanning mills; ATV – 4 WHEELER - LAWN & GARDEN EQUIP: 2012 
Polaris RZE side by side ATV; ‘95 Hisun HS500 ATV w/112 mi, Cameo color; 
2016 Yamaha 700-4 whlr, ps & winch; Huskee ATV spryr; JD Z535R w/54” dk; 
JD X320 w/48” dk; Dixon Altra ZTR52 w/trac vac sys; Cub Cadet 1811, 698 
hrs, 50”dk; Craftsman LT2000; Snapper LT200; Swisher 675E walk behind 
trimmer; Troy Bilt Pony tiller; Mech Maxx 3pt chipper/shredder; 7’ Bush Hog 
RDTH fin mow; 6’6”X14’ & 5’5”x5’ poly storage sheds; ORDER OF SALE: 
Hayrack tools. 10am-Online w/Equipmentfacts.com & live w/select livestock 
equip, Tractors & farm equip

Estates of: Keith Murphy, James Jacobs, Howard 
Linder & others: Owners

DUWA’S AUCTION SERVICE LLC
Auctioneers: Dwight Duwa 319-646-6775–John 

Kahler–Lonnie Miller
 Web: duwasauction.com Terms: Cash or ck w/ID Lunch-

Country Cookin
Not responsible for accidents/ theft

Easter Brunch Buffet
04.20.25   ◆   10:30 AM–1:00 PM

Reservations Accepted   ◆   641-622-6161

GRANT RANCH GRUB & PUB
121 S JEFFERSON STREET, SIGOURNEY, IA 52591

Honey Pit Ham, Seasoned Roast Beef, Baked Chicken, Pork 
Loin, Mashed Potatoes with Gravy, Ranch Potatoes, Mac & 
Cheese, Stuffing, Green Beans, Corn, Baked Beans, Salad 

Bar, & Dessert Bar

1in5
children in iowa

is hungry
can solve this problem
click1

iowafooddrive.org
It’s never been easier to change a life.

Brought to you with the support of the 
Iowa Food Bank Association, your local 
food bank, AARP, Spindustry Digital 
and this newspaper.
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On Friday, March 13, 
2026, Deanne “DD” 
Rae Baker, a loving 
daughter, sister, aunt 
and friend, passed 
away at the age 57.

Deanne was born 
in Sterling, IL on Jan-
uary 6, 1969 to Ron-
ald & Karen (Henke) 
Baker. Upon graduat-
ing from Pekin High 
School in Packwood, 
IA. Deanne enlisted 
into the Army and 
later deployed to Des-
ert Storm, serving 4 
years. After she returned home, she worked as a prison trans-
port guard for a few years, taking prisoners all over the United 
States. Deanne decided later to enroll into college & graduated 
from IHCC in Ottumwa, IA as an Aviation Maintenance Tech-
nician. She accepted a position at Tinker Air Force Base where 
she has worked in Oklahoma for the past 20 years. Deanne re-
cently received her 20 years of service certificate from Tinker 
Airforce Base and was looking forward to retirement where 
she could buy an RV and travel the US taking her mom to all 
the places she had never seen.

Deanne had a knack for telling jokes and relating stories 
about her life experiences that gravitated people towards her. 
Her smile was contagious and her laugh would carry over the 
crowd. Deanne was strong in her beliefs and willing to help 
others when needed.

Deanne will leave a hole in our lives and be sorely missed.
Deanne was preceded in death by her father, Ronald. She is 

survived by her mother, Karen and her 6 siblings, Christine 
(Brian) Aulwes of Guttenberg, IA, Brian (Heidi) Baker of Ol-
lie, IA, Alisa (Jason) Tolle of Richland, IA, Terri (Daryl) Cro-
chet of Richland, IA, Steven (Brandi) Baker of Richland, IA 
and Nicole (Harmon) Anderson of Grand Junction, CO. 

Her nieces and nephews are Elizabeth (Andrew), Dominique 
(Greg), Leighton (Collin), Austin (Lanie), Cassidy (Braedyn), 
Kaden (Zoey), Ivy, Lathe (Danae), Kaya (Dalton), Cael (Riley), 
Gage, Logan, Quinnlyn, Ila, Ezra. 

The great nieces and nephews are Carlie, Carter, Calvin, Av-
ery, Rylan, Parker, Keenan, Kleo, Konlee, Benton and one on 
the way, Kymberly and one on the way, and Cooper.

Deanne was cremated in Oklahoma. The family will have a 
Requiem Mass Friday, April 10th at 2 pm at St. Joseph/Cabrini 
Catholic Church in East Pleasant Plain with Father Damian Ilo-
kaba presiding. Burial following at St Joseph Catholic Ceme-
tery with a military salute. Family will host a celebration of life 
at Mother Cabrini church in Richland, Iowa starting at 4 pm on 
April 10. In lieu of flowers, memorials have been established. 
Mail cards and well wishes to the Baker family PO BOX 148 
Richland, IA 52585. 

Please share your stories and pictures at ddbakerphoto-
drop@gmail.com

Deanne Rae Baker
1969-2026

Celebration of Life: Apr. 10, 4 p.m.

KEOTA—Dennis 
Dean Gifford, age 84, 
of Keota, died Sunday, 
March 22, 2026, at the 
United Presbyterian 
Home in Washington.

Dennis was born 
June 28, 1941, in Stan-
ley, Wisconsin, the son 
of Simeon and Olga 
“Bobbie” (Larson) 
Gifford. His family 
moved to Charles City, 
Iowa when he was in 
4th grade and he grad-
uated from Charles 
City High School. On 
February 2, 1963, he married Laurel Immel at St. John Lu-
theran Church in Charles City. Dennis attended Trade School 
for Journeyman Machine Repair for Oliver Corp. and also for 
locksmith training. He was parts person for Tadlocks Parts and 
Service of Keota for 12 years. Then he was in sales and public 
relations for Des Moines Iron and Supply for 21 years, retiring 
in 2007, and was owner/operator of Dennis Gifford Locksmith 
business for 48 years. Dennis was a member of the United 
Church of Faith, where he served on Session and the Church 
Advisory Board. He was also a member of the Lions Club, 
where he served as President and other offices, the Iowa Lock-
smith Association, Wilson Library Board and volunteered 
with Hays Pure Water in Washington since 2007.

Survivors include his wife: Laurel of Keota; daughter: Crys-
tal (E.J. Jones) Gifford of Blue Grass; granddaughter: Zoey 
Wroth; foster granddaughter: Christina Hulme; brothers-
in-law: Jack (Muriel) Immel, Leroy Reuscher; sister-in-law: 
Virginia “Ginny” Giffordl nieces and nephews: Dan Ferch, 
Joyce Mead, Ron Gifford, Cindy (John) Van, Lorna Immel, 
Jay Immel, Anne (Jeff) Cheramy, Brian (Carolyn) Immel, and 
several great- nieces and nephews He was preceded in death by 
his parents; son: Keith; brother: Les Gifford; two sisters: Diane 
Reuscher and one in infancy; 3 brothers- in-law and 2 sisters-
in-law: Bill (Loretta) Immel, Dick (Vivian) Immel and Ray 
Immel; foster son: Richard Hartson; foster daughter: Rose Str-
eff; nephew: Michael Immel and foster grandson: Eric Streff.

Memorial service was held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 
28, 2026, at the United Church of Faith, with Pastor Vince 
Homan officiating. The service was also live streamed on the 
Powell Funeral Home facebook page. Burial will be at Keota 
Cemetery at a later date. Visitation was from 9:00 a.m. until 
11:00 a.m. on Saturday at the church.

A memorial fund has been established for the Wilson Me-
morial Library, Iowa Lions Eye Bank or the United Church of 
Faith. Powell Funeral Home and Cremation Service in Keota 
is caring for Dennis and his family. Tributes may be made at 
www.powellfuneralhomes.com. 

Dennis Gifford
1941-2026

Services: Mar. 28, 11 a.m.
Visitation: Mar. 28, 9–11 a.m.

POWELL FUNERAL HOME
KEOTA

June 5, 1942 – March 
25, 2026

Peggy Cassens, 
beloved wife, moth-
er, grandmother, and 
sister passed away 
peacefully on March 
25, 2026, in Sigour-
ney, Iowa at the age of 
83. Born in Iowa City, 
Iowa to Victor and 
Lucy Hesseltine, and 
having been raised in 
Wayland, Iowa, Peg-
gy lived a full and re-
warding life that left 
an indelible mark on 
everyone she loved. 

Peggy graduated from high school in 1960. She met Lee W. 
Cassens of Sigourney, Iowa, whom she married on August 23, 
1963. After their wedding, they made a home together on their 
family farm in Sigourney and had three beautiful children, 
Bret, Damon, and Molly. Peggy’s tireless ability to care for 
others made her a wonderful mother and grandmother. It also 
made her a particularly valued nurse at the Iowa City VA Hos-
pital, where she worked for many years. She was lovely inside 
and out. Calm and steady, she was the foundation of the home. 

Peggy was a long-time parishioner of Sigourney United 
Methodist Church, where she served in various capacities 
throughout her life. She enjoyed gardening, boating, read-
ing, an occasional late-night snack, and most importantly 
to her, spending time with her five grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. She treasured her time with them and even 
their friends who thought of her as their grandmother, too. Peg-
gy made the world a better place. Her spirit lives on in the lives 
of those she loved, and all of those who loved her. 

Peggy was preceded in death by her parents, her husband 
Lee in 2005, brothers Thomas Hesseltine, Joe Hesseltine, Har-
ry Hesseltine, and sister Mary Hooley. 

She is survived by her children Bret Cassens of Sigourney, 
Damon Cassens (wife Carleigh Fite) of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, Molly Cassens of Fairfield, her five grandchildren, 
Jacob Cassens (wife Tarrah) of South Amana, Jessie Firkins 
(husband Michael) of Nevada, Iowa, Chloe Cassens of Wa-
geningen, Netherlands, Brooklynn Cassens of North Liberty, 
Kobe Cassens-Navesse of North Liberty, her sisters Jerry San-
chez (husband Bruce) of Rockport, Texas, Sarah Piper of Des 
Moines, great-grandson Milo Cassens of South Amana, and 
many nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

The family held a private service at the Sigourney United 
Methodist Church on March 27, 2026.

Peggy Ann Cassens
1942-2026

Services: Mar. 27

Randal Lee “Randy” 
Fisher, 64, of Sigour-
ney, Iowa, passed away 
the morning of Tues-
day, March 24, 2026, 
in Iowa City, Iowa, 
surrounded by his lov-
ing family. Born on 
September 24, 1961, in 
Sigourney, Iowa, Ran-
dy was the beloved son 
of Cloyd Jr. Fisher and 
Mabel “Reber” Fisher; 
both of which are still 
with us. He spent his 
life rooted in the com-
munity he loved, living 
in Sigourney and Keswick and building a legacy defined by 
hard work and unwavering devotion to those around him.

Randy attended Sigourney High School. He dedicated 40 
years maintaining feed mills, where he became known for 
his expertise, skill, and dedication. Acquiring many friends 
along the way. He was a man who took pride in his work and 
found joy in helping others, always willing to lend a hand or 
share a story. Randy’s life was focused around 5 “F” words: 
Family, Friends, Fishing, Farming, and Fixing. He would drop 
anything he was doing for the people he loved, he never met a 
stranger, and he was never afraid to strike up a conversation… 
especially about a tractor at the Iowa State Fair. He looked for-
ward to his bi-annual Canadian fishing trips, but enjoyed fish-
ing in the pond behind the house just as well. He was always 
proud to make the latest smoked meat creation for those around 
him. He thrived off hosting and providing for others. If some-
thing was broken, Randy was the one you called—because 
chances were, he could fix it.

To his family, he was so much more than a hardworking 
man—he was a source of strength and comfort. A devoted 
husband, father, brother, and grandfather. Randy is survived by 
his loving wife, Coleen “Hudson” Fisher, whom he married on 
September 3rd, 1999. He was previously united in marriage on 
June 16, 1984, to Kim Sauer from which his daughter, Aman-
da Lea Snakenberg (Tyler), was born; they later divorced. 
Through his marriage to Coleen, he gained a beloved bonus 
daughter, Brittany Renee Peterson (Sayer), and together they 
shared a daughter, Skyler Kathleen Fisher (Walter McKay). He 
is also survived by his cherished grandchildren, Ellie Thrapp 
(Colton), John Berg, Wyatt Peterson, and Maggie Peterson; and 
his siblings, Susan King, Amy Molyneux (Kevin), Steve Fish-
er, Mary Fowler (Ed), Kathleen Fisher (Fredrik Hausmann), 
mother in law Loretta “Synhorst Hudson, nieces and nephews 
Melissa Van Donselaar (Dan), Aaron Molyneux (Cindy), Joe 
Fowler, Josh Fowler (Haley), Sara Ackerman (Zach), Samantha 
Nicholson, Alexandria Nicholson and was preceded in death 
by his sister, Betty Fisher, brother in law David King and father 
in law Jerry Hudson.

Taken far too soon, Randy was a strong man who had cou-
rageously beat cancer, facing each day with determination and 
resilience. Even in the hardest moments, he remained willing 
to help others, offer advice, or simply share his time. He will 
be remembered as a man who made life better for everyone 
around him.

Visitation was held at Holm Funeral Home on Friday, March 
27, 2026, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Funeral services was held at the Keokuk County Expo on 
Saturday, March 28, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. Private Family Burial 
at a later date.

In lieu of flowers the family would appreciate memorials be 
made out to Sigourney Pride or Tri County Dollars for Schol-
ars to support the community.

Arrangements Holm Funeral Home.

Randal Lee Fisher
1961-2026

Services: Mar. 28, 10:30 a.m.
Visitation: Mar. 27, 4–7 p.m.

HOLM FUNERAL HOME
SIGOURNEY

We appreciate 
your readership.

Ask someone,
How can I help?

K E O TA — G e n e 
Baumert, age 84, of 
Keota, died Friday, 
March 27, 2026, at his 
home.

Gene was born 
September 17, 1941, 
in Iowa City, the son 
of Floyd and Pearl 
(Brock) Baumert. He 
graduated from Keota 
High School in 1960, 
then served in the 
United States Navy 
from 1963 until 1969, 
where he was stationed 
in the Philippines and 
Washington, D.C. Gene then returned to Iowa and graduated 
from Iowa Wesleyan College in 1970, with a BA. He worked as 
a payroll/cost accountant for American Cyanamid Company in 
Hannibal, Missouri, American Home Products Corp., Wyeth 
and Pfizer, Inc. for 24 years before retiring in 1994. Gene was 
a member of the United Church of Faith and the American 
Legion. He was dedicated to family. He lovingly cared for his 
mother and sister Norma Nadine at their family home in Keo-
ta. He was a brother like no other (with no children of his own.) 
He quickly became the adored uncle of his nieces and nephews 
with many grands and greats still on the way!! His stories and 
enduring love will be forever treasured.

Survivors include two sisters Margaret Burk of Bucklin, 
Missouri and Loretta Streigle of Sigourney; and two brothers 
Dennis Baumert of Keota and Larry Baumert of Marion. He 
was preceded by his parents and ten siblings Dorothy Dorsey, 
Donald Baumert, Howard Baumert, Harry Baumert, Marilyn 
Van Fleet, Darlene Streets, Duane Baumert, Norma Baumert, 
Glen Baumert, and Paul Baumert.

Funeral service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, April 
3, 2026, at Powell Funeral Home in Keota, with Pastor Doug 
Tinnes officiating. The service will also be live streamed on 
the Powell Funeral Home facebook page. Burial will be at Ke-
ota Cemetery, with military rites by Keota V.F.W. Post #4716. 
Visitation will be from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. on Friday at 
the funeral home.

A memorial fund has been established for the American 
Heart Association or the American Cancer Society. Powell 
Funeral Home and Cremation Service in Keota is caring for 
Gene and his family. Tributes may be made at www.powellfu-
neralhomes.com. 

Gene Baumert
1941-2026

Services: Apr. 3, 1 p.m.
Visitation: Apr. 3, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.

POWELL FUNERAL HOME
KEOTA

Iowa Senate sends 
bill limiting lawsuits 
on greenhouse gas 

emissions to governor
By Robin Opsahl, 

Iowa Capital Dispatch
The Iowa Senate sent leg-

islation to the governor on 
March 24 restricting lawsuits 
against agricultural opera-
tions that claim their emis-
sions of greenhouse gases 
impact the climate.

House File 2527, approved 
in the Senate 33-13, would 
limit the ability for individu-
als to sue farmers and ranch-
ers for greenhouse gas emis-
sions that have an “alleged 
actual or potential” effect on 
the climate.

The measure limits the 
liability of agricultural pro-
ducers in civil and criminal 
actions brought on the ba-
sis of the impacts of green-
house gas emissions on the 
climate. It places the “burden 
of proof” on people bringing 
these lawsuits that the entity 
has violated existing laws and 
restrictions on emissions or 
their permit requirements 
through emissions — as well 
as proof that their violation 
caused damage or injury.

During House debate on 
the bill in February, Rep. 
Derek Wulf, R-Hudson, said 
the measure was needed to 
protect farmers who could 
face lawsuits over climate 
change due to “Green New 
Deal policies.”

Sen. Art Staed, D-Cedar 
Rapids, said Tuesday the bill 
was part of an “alarming 
trend” of bills attempting to 
“shield corporate polluters.” 
He said the bill would make 
it “extraordinarily difficult” 
to hold polluters account-
able, which he said was con-
cerning because many of the 
sources of greenhouse gas 
emissions are also emitting 
other air pollution and toxic 
chemicals that impact Io-
wans’ health.

Staed said the language in 
the Iowa bill saying lawsuits 
can move forward based on 
permit violations or other 
legal infractions is “simply 
a red herring.” He noted 
the Trump administration 
moved in February to re-
scind the Greenhouse Gas 
Endangerment Finding, a 
2009 requirement for regu-
lating emissions from new 
vehicles and motor engines. 
He said permits are “a floor, 
not a guarantee of safety, 
and when you remove legal 
accountability beyond those, 
permits remove a critical lay-
er of protection for the pub-
lic.”

“This bill will only con-
tribute to the ongoing race to 

GREENHOUSE 
pg. 8
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COUNTRY GIRL’S CORNER
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WATTS
Vault & Monument Co.

Hwy. 63 North,
Montezuma

641-623-2158
www.wattsvault.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

or By Appointment

WATTS
Vault & Monument Co.

Hwy. 63 North,
Montezuma

641-623-2158
www.wattsvault.com

Hours:
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or By Appointment
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Vault & Monument Co.
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Montezuma

641-623-2158
www.wattsvault.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

or By Appointment

WATTS
Vault & Monument Co.

Hwy. 63 North,
Montezuma

641-623-2158
www.wattsvault.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

or By Appointment

WATTS
Vault & Monument Co.

Hwy. 63 North,
Montezuma

641-623-2158
www.wattsvault.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

or By Appointment

engraving · stone setting · customization
OFFICE HOURS: By Appointment
411 W. Jackson Sigourney, IA 52591

641-660-1851 · 641--622-3121

IKE SCHMIDT
Since 1886

By Jackie Perkins
Sunday, March 29, 2026...A 

quiet day for us in Universi-
ty Park. We were happy to 
have our grandson, Bryce, 
pop in for a little visit. He 
brought some frozen chick-
en drumsticks so I think he 
would like some fried up 
one of these times. A while 
back, one of my friends told 
me that her grandchildren 
were not aware that chicken 
had bones! evidently many 
eat chicken tenders or some-
thing like that -- no bones! I 
suppose fish would be in the 
same boat.

We observed Alicia's birth-
day with a trip to Des Moines 
on Friday. We used to so 
enjoy those shopping trips, 
looking for the latest fash-
ion at the malls. How things 
change! This year out time 
was spent exploring Costco, 
Sam's Club and Trader Joe's. 
What's that tell you? Birthday 
cake will come on Easter.

Saturday, a friend and I 
motored to Sigourney to the 
library to hear Tyler Sullivan, 
Iowa Scenic Views by Foot. 
We were taken on a visual 
adventure from each corner 
of our state. It was so great to 
see a young person so inter-
ested in what we have right 
here in our state. I so enjoy 
presentations as this and 
have learned so much history 
presented in this way. Thank 
you to the library and Tyler 
for inviting us.

I am excited to be taking 
a little out of state trip on 
Tuesday...even leaving Iowa! 
My friend Karlen moved to 
Maryville, MO a few years 
ago, and we are going for her 
birthday! Returning home 
we will get prepared for Eas-
ter and I am excited to hear 
that the younger generation 
are planning on attending. 
That seems to be difficult 
anymore. Happy Birthday 
to my friend Bunny over in 
Harper! She was born on 
Easter Sunday. How appro-
priate!

And now for the sad news 
I heard last week regarding 
this publication. Many of 
you know how I feel about 
newspapers. At one time, al-
most all towns, regardless of 
size, had a newspaper. Back 
in the 1970s, when I worked 
for the Dinsmores, they 
owned several weekly papers 
-- Fremont Gazette, Hedrick 
Journal, Eddyville Tribune, 
New Sharon Star, Baravia 
Beacon, Eldon Forum, Mora-

via Union, North English Re-
cord, Marion County News, 
and a couple I can not think 
of right now! There were 
twelve papers in all. Not only 
that, but there was a huge 
newspaper press where these 
papers along with several 
others from other commu-
nities were printed. I so loved 
my work there! What began 
as advertising billing took me 
to learning how to set type, 
build ads and even some 
work with the huge camera 
and backroom.

When I began my adven-
ture with The Village Vine, 
I still pasted up the paper 
rather than using a comput-
er for layout. I enjoyed put-
ting it together like a puzzle. 
And most of all, I enjoyed 
meeting people who seemed 
thrilled to have an old fash-
ioned newspaper. The folks 
that brought you their daily 
life news, like engagements, 
weddings, anniversaries, 
births, achievements and 
death announcements. They 
shared recipes, what they did 
over the weekend, club news 
and what was coming up.

It was a great couple years, 
having fun -- but then Greg 
had a heart attack, and I real-
ized Ineeded a job with some 
benefits, just in case. Thank-
fully I was able to join Mahas-
ka Health Partnership and 
continued putting out the pa-
per for several months, until 
I realized that was not going 
to work for long. I wrote my 
final column and announced 
the end of my dream. I heard 
from so many, including my 
mentor, Chuck Dunham of 
What Cheer. He said I could 
not do this! He told me he 
would find some money 
and he would buy the Vine! 
I told him if he would honor 
my subscribers, I would give 
him the paper. In a few days 
he came to Fremont where 
several from the communi-
ty gathered to welcome and 
support him. He have me a 
dollar and I turned the paper 
over to him. He was quite a 
guy!

So, I am sad to hear the 
news and I know many folks 
will miss receiving their pa-
per each week. I am hopeful 
that some sort of solution 
will come to keep the com-
munity informed. I have so 
enjoyed visiting through the 
News-Review and have met 
some interesting people. I 
hope we can keep in touch!

will actually be will be deter-
mined by how hard our kids 
work in the off-season, how 
disciplined they are and how 
well they can put the good of 
the team ahead of their own 
interests. Those are the chal-
lenges every year and it will 
be nine short months and we 
will see the results." Howard's 
prediction of a bright season 
ahead ended up coming true, 
with the team winning the 
state championship the fol-
lowing year.

On Nov. 11, a special cere-
mony was held at Sigourney 
High School, where eleven 
men who had left high school 
prior to graduation to fight 
in World War II received 
diplomas. Men receiving 
diplomas included Forrest 
Clubb, Dean Linder, Bernard 
Peiffer, Arthur Peiffer, Wil-
liam Malloy, Rovert F. Kelly, 
Ray Ewald, Roy Hauschild, 
William Snodgrass, Charles 
Martin and Donald Sterrett.

VIEWPOINT from pg. 4

GREENHOUSE from pg. 7

the bottom, as far as climate 
protections are concerned,” 
Staed said. “The real threat 
to Iowa’s agriculture is not 
lawsuits, it’s climate change, 
with dangerous droughts, 
record-shattering heat waves 
and torrential rains destroy-
ing crops across America’s 
heartland. This bill takes us 
in the opposite direction of 
where we should be headed.”

Sen. Tom Shipley, 
R-Nodaway, the bill’s floor 
manager in the Senate, said 
the bill still requires agricul-
ture producers abide by per-
mits and other regulations, 
but just ensures that lawsuits 
are based in specific claims.

“Many of these places op-

erate with air emissions per-
mits, and as long as they’re 
within the bounds of their 
permit, they are good to op-
erate,” Shipley said. “The 
issue becomes, if someone 
accuses them of going be-
yond it, the onus is on them 
to prove it.”

The bill goes to Gov. Kim 
Reynolds for final approval.

Read more from Opsahl on-
line at IowaCapitalDispatch.
com

©Copyright 2026, Iowa 
Capital Dispatch. Published 
under a Creative Commons 
license, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. 
Read more at iowacapitaldis-
patch.com

Iowa House sends ‘medical 
conscience’ bill to governor

By Robin Opsahl, 
Iowa Capital Dispatch

The Iowa House approved 
a bill on March 23 allowing 
medical practitioners and 
health care organizations to 
refuse to participate in or pay 
for a health care service that 
goes against their conscience 
or religious beliefs.

House File 571, which 
passed in a 63-27 vote, had 
passed the House already in 
2025 — “actually, 362 days 
ago,” Rep. Bill Gustoff, R-Des 
Moines, noted.

As passed, the bill would 
allow medical professionals 
and providers like hospitals 
and clinics the right to refuse 
services that go against their 
conscience, with exceptions 
made for emergency medical 
services. These entities could 
not be held civilly, criminally 
or administratively liable for 
not providing or paying for a 
service, if the denial is based 
on the practitioner or organi-
zation’s “ethical, moral or re-
ligious beliefs or principles.”

Gustoff said the measure is 
a way to help address Iowa’s 
health care workforce short-
age.

“Nine out of ten doctors, 
nurses, and other medical 
professors who identify as re-
ligious or faith-based say they 

would rather stop practicing 
medicine than to violate their 
ethical, moral, or religious 
beliefs,” Gustoff said. “We’ve 
done some great things in 
this chamber on a bipartisan 
basis to help address the dif-
ficulties of recruiting and re-
taining medical professionals 
in our great state. At a time 
when we face such challeng-
es, this is one more step we 
can take to ensure people 
can still receive the care they 
need, while not driving them 
from the medical fields for 
fear of (or) actual persecution 
just for exercising the reason-
able right of conscience.”

The measure returned to 
the House Monday with a 
Senate amendment that re-
moved language dealing 
with health care payors — 
health insurance provid-
ers — from the bill. House 
lawmakers also approved a 
change to require a medical 
practitioner to inform their 
employer “of the nature of the 
practitioner’s objection based 
on conscience” when they 
decide not to provide a health 
care service.

During 2025 discussions 
on the bill, some advocates 
spoke against the inclusion 
of insurers in the bill. Keenan 
Crow with One Iowa said at 
a subcommittee meeting, 

“it strains credulity to think 
that insurance companies 
aren’t going to suddenly 
acquire new moral beliefs 
about expensive things that 
they would rather not pay for 
should this pass.” While this 
component of the bill was 
removed, other speakers had 
objected to the bill as it relates 
to providers, saying patients’ 
access to care could be re-
stricted, which could impact 
their health and wellbeing.

Rep. Austin Baeth, D-Des 
Moines, an internal medi-
cine physician, said he was 
“thankful” for the Senate 
amendment removing health 
care payors from the bill, but 
still saw problems with the 
bill. He said there is not lan-
guage under the bill requir-
ing a doctor who refuses to 
provide a health care service 
inform a patient of the situa-
tion or refer them to another 
provider who is willing to 
perform the service.

Baeth said health care pro-
viders’ rights to practice med-
icine in alignment with their 
religious beliefs are already 
protected under the federal 
1973 Church Amendments, 
which deals with discrimina-
tion for being willing or un-
willing to perform abortion 
procedures.

“Not only is this unnec-

essary, because doctors are 
already protected, but it’s 
harmful,” Baeth said. “This 
bill legalizes discrimination 
in the medical field. Every 
single doctor, when they get 
their white coat, there’s a 
ceremony, and they give this 
pledge, the Hippocratic oath, 
to take care of every single 
person in front of them. Ev-
ery single person in front of 
them. And if they are unable 
to, they find somebody who 
can. There is nothing in this 
bill that requires them to find 
somebody who can.”

He also said there is noth-
ing in the bill “that puts 
guardrails on what is ‘con-
science,'” saying the measure 
could allow medical provid-
ers to discriminate against 
patients on the basis of race 
or being a Medicaid recipi-
ent.

With approval from both 
chambers, the measure goes 
to Gov. Kim Reynolds desk.

Read more from Opsahl on-
line at IowaCapitalDispatch.
com

©Copyright 2026, Iowa 
Capital Dispatch. Published 
under a Creative Commons 
license, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. 
Read more at iowacapitaldis-
patch.com

April Fool’s Day!
By Sheryl L. Carter

And I bet it felt like April 
Fool’s Day when the news 
got around last week that 
Mid-American Publishing 
was shutting down, leav-
ing 18 newspapers, and four 
shoppers in the lurch. It was 
totally shocking to hear. I 
hope some of those papers 
can be revived or saved in 
some way, as so many rely on 
their local newspaper for all 
the news from their particu-
lar town and county. 

It looks like I still have one 
more column to write for this 
week’s paper, Casey assures 
me, so I will do that. 

This past week I gave my 
house a good going-over, 
something that hadn’t hap-
pened in awhile, as I was ex-
pecting guests for lunch on 
Thursday. With just me and 
my kitties, the place doesn’t 
need a cleaning every week 
like I used to do. So, on Mon-
day found me doing up a big 
wash, plus couch blankets 
and rugs. That evening early, 
my local faithful repairman 
stopped by to fix my leaky 
kitchen faucet and the show-
er head system. He did his 
usual fine job for which I was 
very grateful.

Tuesday I was all in doing 
the heavy-duty cleaning of 
dusting, vacuuming, plus 
scrubbing three floors. I 
kept at it until all was done, 
and I could put fresh clean 
rugs back down. I don’t use 
as many rugs as I used to, as 
I dislike picking them all up 
and shaking them out. So, 
several years ago, I eliminated 
a bath and kitchen rug, and 
don’t miss them at all. I still 
keep a pretty hand loomed 
one in front of the kitchen 
sink; a blue and white one for 
spring summer, and a cream 
and rust one for fall and 
winter. These are both done 
by an older fellow who lives 
in Monroe or Prairie City, I 
forget which, and does the 
most beautiful hand loomed 
rugs. I always wished I could 
have a loom. I just think that 
would be so fun to do.

Wednesday, I didn’t work 
quite so hard, but cleaned the 
bathroom, did up a batch of 
dishes and cleaned a batch of 
strawberries for our dessert 
for Thursday.

Thursday was our monthly 
Lunch & Prayer and my turn, 
so I put together a sausage 
rigatoni casserole, a big green 
salad with nuts and seeds on 

top, and strawberry short-
cake for dessert. We also had 
a pot of peppermint tea, and 
in the afternoon, I made up 
mocha coffee drinks for us. 
They were yummy. 

Friday, I had an appoint-
ment with my good chiro-
practor uptown and a good 
long visit with a dear family 
member. 

Saturday was a little house-
work and caring for the kit-
ties—which happens every 
day. And on Sunday our 
whole church enjoyed seeing 
five people baptized, includ-
ing one 80-year-old lady! 
That was a special joy, no 
doubt for her, and also for us. 

Sunday school and church 
was a blessing as always, and 
in the afternoon, I enjoyed a 
good long nap. I also got the 
news that a friend had gotten 
engaged, and was looking 
forward to a summer wed-
ding. Good for them.

This morning, I did up my 
dishes, fed the kitties, then 
drove up to Newton to assist a 
friend who wants to do some 
down-sizing, and needed 
some help. Don’t we all? We 
had a productive three hours 
before I headed back home, 
and she had an appointment.

Saturday, April 11, is Sully 
Garage Sales, so mark your 
calendar, Jackie! We plan to 
be open Friday afternoon 
from 3-6 pm, and Saturday 
morning from 8-noon. It will 
be here in my garage and we 
are praying for good weather! 
I only have a one-car garage, 
but if the weather is good, we 
can spill out onto the drive-
way. 

These items are mostly 
from a friend who has exqui-
site taste in everything from 
dishes to housewares, to 
stamping and scrapbooking 
supplies. We haven’t even be-
gun to go through those last 
two items, but she has a large 
variety, so if someone would 
like to nab some high-quali-
ty crafting items, we hope to 
have an assortment available 
for you by April 10-11!! 

Welp, this is it—boy, I nev-
er saw this coming at all, but 
here it is, and I am totally 
grateful for the years I have 
been able to write for these 
newspapers. 

Y’all take care now, ya 
hear?! 

And God bless you, every-
one.
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In every race he ran in, it 
seemed that he was always 
one of the fastest runners on 
the track. 

At the March 26 track meet 
held in Davis County, Pekin 
senior Nolan Glick was able to 
finish no worse than second 
in any of the events he ran in. 

Glick was able to win two 
events at the season open-
ing outdoor track meet. He 
was the anchor leg of the 
800 sprint medley relay race 
which brought home a first 
place medal. 

Glick was also the third 

runner in the 4x200 meter re-
lay race. That team also were 
able to win the race. 

In the only event that he 
ran solo, Glick was the second 
fastest runner in the 100 me-
ter dash with a time of 11.65. 

In the 4x400 relay race Glick 
was the opening leg runner, 
and his team finished second 
overall. 

The News-Review would 
like to congratulate Nolan 
Glick on his outstanding runs, 
and for being named this 
week's Athlete of the Week. 

Already she has proven she is 
more than fast. 

At the first outdoor track 
meet of the season, Pekin se-
nior Chloe Glosser was able 
to stride her ways to several 
wins. The start of the outdoor 
portion of the track meet was a 
strong one for Glosser. 

The senior started off by win-
ning the 3,000 meter run. Not 
only did she win, she was able 
to run away with a win 
by more than 30 
seconds. That 
win wasn't 
e n o u g h . 

She would also go on to win the 
800 meter run as well. 

Later, Glosser would anchor 
the distance medley relay team. 
Her 800 meter time in that race 
helped lead the Panthers to an-
other win. 

The News-Review would like 
to congratulate Chloe Glosser 

on her wins at 
the track meet, 

and for being 
named this 
week's Ath-

lete of the 
Week. 

Nolan Glick Chloe Glosser
Athletes of the Week

By Mark Schafer
Sponsored 

by

Want a Ladies Night Out?Want a Ladies Night Out?
Save the date: April 15th
Where: Holy Trinity Hall

in Keota
Time: 5:15 doors open

6:00 meal begins
Hope to see you there!

For Fun, Food & Fellowship!
Bring a salad to
share & come!

Beverages & tableware
will be provided

With questions, call Ruth 
Johnson at 641-799-1678

Keep the good 
things going
By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

I understand the unique 
and sad irony about this. 
It is April 1st and this all 
seems like a pretty elabo-
rate April Fools Day prank.

Unfortunately, the sad 
reality is that this is the last 
issue of the News-Review, 
unless a new buyer emerg-
es and continues the over 
century-long tradition that 
the newspaper has built. 

I am a relative newcom-
er to Sigourney, having 
accepted this job in the 
fall of 2024. However, my 
sadly brief time covering 
the schools of Sigour-
ney, Keota (and of course 
Sigourney-Keota), English 
Valleys, Tri-County and 
Pekin has been entirely 
wonderful.

The past year and a half 
have provided me with 
memories of great games 
that will stick with me. 
From Pekin winning their 
first playoff football game 
in over a decade, to the 
dominance that was Isaac 
Bruns running up and 
down the Sigourney foot-
ball field. 

From watching Reanah 
Utterbeck capture her sec-
ond-stright state wrestling 
title. To watching the suc-
cess and record breaking 
basketball season of 2024-
25.

Last year, watching the 
track stars of Gage Heyne, 
Ava Gehrking, Chloe 
Glosser and Anna Had-
ley dominate at the Blue 
Oval in Des Moines, was 
one of the highlights of 
the season. Witnessing the 
Sigourney boys golf team 
return to the State meet, 
and set some records along 
the way was another high-
light I won't forget. 

This past summer I wit-
nessed as Sigourney's base-
ball team win a high-pres-
sure game against 
Lynnville-Sully. Then, as 
playoffs rolled along, the 
surprising emergence of 
Pekin's baseball team as 
they came two runs shy of 
the State tournament. 

In softball, Keota had 
a strong season as they 
turned some heads. 

Sigourney came within a 
few outs of returning to 
the State tournament. Both 
teams showing that this 
summer could be strong 
ones for them. 

The fall seemed to fly by 
as Pekin stayed undefeat-
ed for the regular season, 
winning their district with 
a high-emotional come-
from-behind win over 
Danville on a foggy Friday 
night. Sigourney-Keota 
rallied from a rough start 
to their year, to make it to 
the second round of the 
playoffs. 

The cross country sea-
son featured the next gen-
eration of runners as the 
English Valleys girls team 
returned to the State meet, 
and Pekin's boys made a 
return trip as well. 

In wrestling Sigour-
ney-Keota's girls continued 
to build their program, and 
Pekin's girls also showed 
the consistency that is sure 
to carry on. 

The English Valleys girls 
basketball team surprised 
many as they played with 
seven girls, but still man-
aged to get within two 
games of the State tour-
nament. Keota's girls con-
tinued their strong turn-
around as well. 

The Pekin boys basket-
ball team was one of the 
toughest teams in the area 
this winter, before their 
season came to an unex-
pected end, two games too 
early. 

In boys wrestling Sigour-
ney-Keota proved that they 
are still strong with three 
wrestlers making the State 
tournament. 

While I don't know what 
the future holds for the 
newspaper, or the athlet-
ics of the area schools, I 
do know that I was blessed 
for my time here, getting 
to know the schools, the 
athletes and the school ad-
ministrators. 

I plan to stay in the area, 
and hope to see you all and 
continue to tell your stories 
in the future. Thank you 
for the incredible memo-
ries. 

Mark Schafer, The 
News-Review sports editor

Panthers finish second at Iowa-Missouri border war
By Mark Schafer | 
The News-Review

BLOOMFIELD - The battle 
of the border was more or less 
a skirmish. One that the Iowa 
teams very much dominated. 

Thursday night the outdoor 
section of the track season 
started for Pekin as they com-
peted at the annual border war 
between Iowa and Missouri 
at Davis County High School. 
The Iowa schools won nearly 
every event and Pekin took 
second in both in the boys and 
girls team races. 

In the boys team scores Pe-
kin finished with 146.5 points. 
Davis County was the winner 
with 157.5 points. Putnam 
County finished third with 
108 points. 

Davis County also won 
the girls meet with 178 total 
points. Pekin was second with 
166 points while Centerville 
took third with 141 points, 
finishing a complete sweep for 
Iowa of the track meet. 

Pekin took home a number 
of wins in the meet. 

For the girls one of the early 
wins was from Paislee Cole-
man who won the 100 meter 
hurdles with a time of 17.55. 
She bested her nearest com-
petition by over half a second. 
Teammate Aleigha Sieren was 
ninth. 

Chloe Glosser swept her 
events with wins. The senior 
won the 800 meter run with a 
time of 2:29.96. She was more 
than 15 seconds ahead of the 
nearest competition. Team-
mate Emerson Porter finished 
fourth with a time of 2:58.21. 
Callie Deutschle was seventh 
in the race. 

Glosser was dominant in the 
3,000 meter run. She finished 
with a time of 10:23.96. Second 

place Gabi McGregor of Davis 
County finished with a time of 
13 minutes. 

Another win was added in 
the shuttle hurdle relay where 
the team of Reese Brisby, Abby 
Guise, Carlie Gambell and 
Paislee Coleman won with a 
time of 1:12.65. 

The Pekin girls also were 
winners in the distance med-
ley relay race where the team 
of Addison Smith, Brin Aud-
erman, Maddy Petrehn and 
Chloe Glosser won with a time 
of 4:39.58. 

The Panthers took the top 
two spots in the discus event. 
Senior Anna Hadley threw the 
disc 124-feet-5-inches to win. 
Sophomore Taylor Moore fin-
ished second with a throw of 
97-feet-8-inches. 

Hadley, and the Panthers, 
finished with a near sweep 
of the shot put event. Hadley 
won the event with a win-
ning throw of 42-feet-1-inch. 
Moore was third with a throw 
of 31-feet-3.5-inches. Kend-
ra Schultz was fourth with a 
throw of 30-feet-7-inches. 

Samuel Loper was able to 
win the 200 meter dash for the 
Pekin boys. The freshman fin-
ished with a time of 23.44. 

Cole Millikin won the 1,600 
meter event with a time of 
5:04.65. He bested his nearest 
competition by more than 14 
seconds. 

In the sprint medley event 
the team of Alijah Brock, Ali-
yas Brock, Riley Smith and 
Nolan Glick won with a time 
of 1:36.78. 

In the 4x100 relay the Pan-
ther team of Henry Adam, 
Alijah and Aliyas Brock and 
Cody Silvers took the win with 
a time of 48.3. 

The 4x200 relay team of Ali-
yas Brock, 
Riley Smith, 
Nolan Glick 
and Alijah 
Brock won 
with a time 
of 1:33.78. 

In the 
4x800 relay 
the team 
of Mason 
Dahlstrom, 
Cole Mil-
likin, Brody 
Sobaski and 
Lane Fariss 
won with 

a time of 
8:43.63. 

The dis-
tance med-
ley team 
of Henry 
Adam, Ali-
jah Brock, 
Aliyas Brock 
and Lane 
Fariss won 
the distance 
medley relay 
with a time 
of 4:05.24. 

Other re-
sults for the 
Pekin boys: 

N o l a n 
Glick was second for the Pan-
thers in the 100 meter dash 
with a time of 11.65. He did 
that despite running in the 
second heat. 

Brody Sobaski was second 
in the 400 meter dash with a 
time of 55.68. Teammate Cody 
Silvers was fourth with a time 
of 56.96.

Riley Smith was second in 
the 400 hurdles with a time 
of 58.52. Jaxon Mefford was 
fourth in the same race with a 
time of 1:05.63. 

Landon Fariss was third in 
the 3,200 meter run with a 
time of 12:53.73. Garett Grein-
er was fourth in the same race 
with a time of 13.22.47. 

Pekin's 4x110 shuttle hurdle 
relay team of Ryann Hammes, 
Ethan Porter, Keegan Dickey 
and Jaxon Mefford was second 
with a time of 1:21.79. 

Another second place finish 
came from the Pekin 4x400 
team of Nolan Glick, Lane 
Fariss, Mason Dahlstrom and 
Riley Smith, who had a time of 
3:38.83.  

Brody Sobaski was second 
in the high jump with a leap of 
5-feet-8-inches. 

Henry Adam finished third 
in the long jump with a leap 
that cleared 18-feet-7-inches. 

Keegan Dickey was seventh 
in the 110 hurdles with a time 
of 19.98. Teammate Ryann 
Hammes was ninth overall. 

Cody Silvers was eighth in 
the 800 meter run with a time 
of 2:27.16. In the discus Cowen 
Weaver finished eighth with a 
throw of 90-feet-6-inches. 

Brantyn Sieren was fifth in 
the shot put with a throw that 
totaled 37-feet-6.5-inches. 

Other results for the Pekin 

girls: 
Carlie Gambell finished sec-

ond in the 400 meter hurdles 
with a time of 1:18.15. 

The 4x800 team of Mad-
dy Petrehn, Callie Deutschle, 
Ashlynn Adrian and Harper 
Guise finished second with a 
time of 11:48.71.

Brin Lauderman finished 
second in the high jump after 
clearing 4-feet-8-inches. Pais-
lee Coleman was third overall 
with a jump of 4-feet-6-inches. 

Emerson Porter ran in the 
1,500 meter with a fifth place 
finish of 6:17.43. Harper Guise 
had a personal best time of 
6:33.2 to finish eighth. 

In the girls 100 meter dash 
the Panthers were led by Ken-
dra Schultz who finished 12th. 
Addison Smith was 13th.

Mya Glick led the Panthers 
in the 200 meter dash with a 
10th place time of 31.30. Bre-
anna Drish was 12th. 

In the 400 meter dash Cal-
lie Deutschle was seventh and 
Harper Guise finished eighth. 

The sprint medley relay team 
of Addison Smith, Gambell, 
Lauderman and Petrehn fin-
ished third with a time of 2:09.  

In the 4x100 meter race the 
Pekin team of Smith, Lauder-
man, Drish and Coleman fin-
ished fourth with a time of 57 
seconds. The Panther 4x200 
team of Glick, Brooks, Drish 
and Guise finished fourth with 
a time of 2:04.48. 

In the 4x400 relay the team 
of Glick, Guise, Gambell and 
Petrehn finished with a time 
of 4:57.83.  

Glick finished third in 
the long jump with a leap of 
14-feet-4.5-inches. 

Photos by Mark Schafer

Pekin's Reece Brisby leaps over a hurdle 
during the shuttle hurdle relay event held 
March 26 at Davis County. Brisby was joined 
by Abby Guise, Carlie Gambell and Paislee 
Coleman in the race, which they won. 

Pekin's Alijah Brock (left) takes the baton 
from teammate Aliyas Brock (right) during 
the running of the sprint medley relay race 
held March 26 in Bloomfield. They were 
joined by Riley Smith and Nolan Glick in the 
race which they won with a time of 1:36.78. 
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Sales and Service M-F: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sat: 8 a.m. to Noon | 308 N. Main St. Sigourney|

 www.helmuthford.com | 641-622-3260
See dealer for terms and availability. See contract for exclusions and terms. For complete information regarding terms, conditions, and exclusions, please refer to the American Guardian Limited Powertrain/Engine Warranty

March Mania ChallengeMarch Mania Challenge

Think you have what it 
takes to predict this year's 
NCAA Tournament out-
comes?

Join The News-Review's 
March Mania Bracket Chal-
lenge, proudly sponsored by 
Grant Ranch Grub & Pub 
and Helmuth Ford, and com-

pete for fantastic prizes!
The women's bracket win-

ner will receive a gift card 
and some Grant Ranch swag, 
while the men's bracket win-
ner will be awarded a com-
plimentary oil change and 
Helmuth Ford swag.

To participate, complete 

your bracket(s)—men's, 
women's, or both—and sub-
mit them to The News-Re-
view by 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 19.

Submissions can be 
dropped off in person at 120 
E. Washington St., Sigourney, 
or emailed to Sports Editor 

Mark Schafer at sports@
sigourneynewsreview.com

Each tournament will have 
a separate winner, deter-
mined by the highest accu-
mulated points from correct 
picks throughout the bracket.

In the event of a tie, the 
winner will be determined by 

whose predicted total points 
comes closest to the actual 
combined score of the cham-
pionship game.

Please note that employees, 
contractors, or agents of The 
News-Review, Mid-America 
Publishing, Helmuth Ford, 
and Grant Ranch Grub & 

Pub are not eligible to partic-
ipate.

Don't miss out on this ex-
citing opportunity to show-
case your basketball knowl-
edge and win amazing prizes. 
Submit your brackets today, 
and may the best predictions 
prevail!

1	 Duke

16	 Siena

8	 Ohio St.

9	 TCU

5	 St. John's

12	 N. Iowa

4	 Kansas

13	 Cal Baptist

6	 Louisville

11	 South Florida

3	 Michigan St.

14	 N. Dakota St.

7	 UCLA

10	 UCF

2	 UConn

15	 Furman

1	 Duke

9	 TCU

5	 St. John's

4	 Kansas

6	 Louisville

3	 Michigan St.

7	 UCLA

2	 UConn

1	 UConn

9	 Syracuse

5	 Maryland

4	 N. Carolina

6	 Notre Dame

3	 Ohio

7	 Illinois

2	 Vanderbilt

1	 Arizona

9	 Utah St.

12	 High Point

4	 Arkansas

11	 Texas

3	 Gonzaga

7	 Miami

2	 Purdue

1	 UCLA

8	 Oklahoma St.

12	 High Point

4	 Arkansas

6	 Baylor

3	 Duke

7	 Texas Tech

2	 LSU

1	 Florida

9	 Iowa

5	 Vanderbilt

4	 Nebraska

11	 VCU

3	 Illinois

10	 Texas A&M

2	 Houston

1	 S. Carolina

9	 USC

5	 Michigan St.

4	 Oklahoma

61	 Washington

3	 TCU

10	 Virginia

2	 Iowa

1	 Michigan

9	 Saint Louis

5	 Texas Tech

4	 Alabama

6	 Tennessee

3	 Virginia

7	 Kentucky

2	 Iowa St.

1	 Texas

8	 Oregon

5	 Kentucky

4	 W. Virginia

6	 Alabama

3	 Louisville

7	 NC State

2	 Michigan

1	 Duke

5	 St. John's

3	 Michigan St.

2	 UConn

1	 Duke

2	 UConn

1	 UConn

6	 Notre Dame

9	 Iowa

3	 Illinois

1	 S. Carolina

3	 TCU

2	 UConn

1	 UConn

3	 Illinois

1	 S. Carolina

1	 Arizona

1	 UCLA

1	 Michigan

1	 Texas

1	 Arizona

2	 Purdue

1	 UCLA

3	 Duke

1	 Michigan

6	 Tennessee

1	 Texas

2	 Michigan

1	 UConn

4	 N. Carolina

6	 Notre Dame

2	 Vanderbilt

1	 Arizona

4	 Arkansas

11	 Texas

2	 Purdue

1	 UCLA

4	 Minnesota

3	 Duke

2	 LSU

9	 Iowa

4	 Nebraska

3	 Illinois

2	 Houston

1	 S. Carolina

4	 Oklahoma

3	 TCU

10	 Virginia

1	 Michigan

4	 Alabama

6	 Tennessee

2	 Iowa St.

1	 Texas

5	 Kentucky

3	 Louisville

2	 Michigan

1	 UConn

16	 UTSA

8	 Iowa St.

9	 Syracuse

5	 Maryland

12	 Murray St.

4	 N. Carolina

13	 W. Illinois

6	 Notre Dame

11	 Fairfield

3	 Ohio St.

14	 Howard

7	 Illinois

10	 Colorado

2	 Vanderbilt

15	 High Point

1	 Arizona

16	 LIU

8	 Villanova

9	 Utah St.

5	 Wisconsin

12	 High Point

4	 Arkansas

13	 Hawaii

6	 BYU

11	 Texas

3	 Gonzaga

14	 Kennesaw St

7	 Miami

10	 Missouri

2	 Purdue

15	 Queens

1	 UCLA

16	 Cal Baptist

8	 Oklahoma State

9	 Princeton

5	 Ole Miss

12	 Gonzaga

4	 Minnesota

13	 Green Bay

6	 Baylor

11	 NEB/RICH

3	 Duke

14	 Charleston

7	 Texas Tech

10	 Villanova

2	 LSU

15	 Jacksonville

1	 Florida

16	 PVAM/LEH

8	 Clemson

9	 Iowa

5	 Vanderbilt

12	 McNeese

4	 Nebraska

13	 Troy

6	 N. Carolina

11	 VCU

3	 Illinois

14	 Penn

7	 Saint Mary's

10	 Texas A&M

2	 Houston

15	 Idaho

1	 S. Carolina

16	 SOU/SAM

8	 Clemson

9	 USC

5	 Michigan St.

12	 Colorado St.

4	 Oklahoma

13	 Idaho

6	 Washington

11	 S. Dakota St.

3	 TCU

14	 UC San Diego

7	 Georgia

10	 Virginia

2	 Iowa

15	 FDU

1	 Michigan

16	 UMBC/HOW

8	 Georgia

9	 Saint Louis

5	 Texas Tech

12	 Akron

4	 Alabama

13	 Hofstra

6	 Tennessee

11	 M-OH/SMU

3	 Virginia

14	 Wright St.

7	 Kentucky

10	 Santa Clara

2	 Iowa St.

15	 Tennessee St.

1	 Texas

16	 MOSU/SFA

8	 Oregon

9	 Virginia Tech

5	 Kentucky

12	 James Madison

4	 W. Virginia

13	 Miami (Ohio)

6	 Alabama

11	 Rhode Island

3	 Louisville

14	 Vermont

7	 NC State

10	 Tennessee

2	 Michigan

15	 Holy Cross
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COURT RECORDS

PROPERTY TRANSFERS
Tax Deed, Keokuk Coun-

ty Treasurer, Scott Anthony 
Rivet, City of What Cheer, 
Keokuk County Auditor, Ke-
okuk County Attorney, Iowa 
Attorney General, Luxemburg 
Holdings LLC, What Cheer 
Lortschers 2nd Addition Lot: 
06 Block: 09, Tax Sale.

Deed Quit Claim Catherine 
Elizabeth Herman, Lionshare 
LLC SE SW 20-76-12, SW SE 
20-76-12.

Deed Quit Claim, Linnie f. 
Southard, Demar Southard 
Delta Original Plat Delta Lot: 
07 Block: 05, Delta Original 
Plat Delta Lot: 08 Block: 05, 
Delta Original Plat Delta Lot: 
09 Block: 05.

Deed Quit Claim Daniel J. 
Schuster, Tamara L. Schuster, 
Daniel John Schuster Trustee, 
Daniel John Schuster Living 
Trust, Tamara Lynne Schus-
ter Trustee, Tamara Lynna 

Schuster Living Trust, Sigour-
ney Woodin-Kelley Addition 
Lot: 01 Block: 09, Sigourney 
Woodin-Kelley Addition Lot: 
02 Block: 09, Sigourney Woo-
din-Kelley Addition Lot: 03 
Block: 09, Sigourney Woo-
din-Kelley Addition Lot: 04 
Block: 09.

Deed Quit Claim, Harold L. 
Moore, John F. Moore, John F. 
Moore Estate, John F. Moore 
Deceased, Carrington Mort-

gage Services LLC, PT Lot: 
03 SW NW 01-75-12.

Special Warranty Deed, 
Carrington Mortgage Services 
LLC, Federal National Mort-
gage Assn, PT Lot: 03 SW 
NW 01-75-12.

Deed Quit Claim, Mercedes 
Z. Kessler, M Kessler LLC, NE 
SE 27-74-11.

Warranty Deed, Larry Cam-
eron Administrator, Patricia A. 
Cameron, Johnny Roberts, 

NE SE 21-76-13, PARCEL 
AUD PAR A, SE SE 21-76-13, 
PARCEL AUD PAR A, PLAT 
B222 P294.

Warranty Deed, Brady A. 
Brown, Ginger A. Brown, Brad 
Brown, Nathan Clarahan, 
Penny Clarahan, PT Sigour-
ney Jacksons 3rd Addition 
Block: 08.

Court Officer Deed, Peg-
gy S. Mathias Administrator, 
Daren D. Mathias Estate, Peg-

gy S. Mathias, SD09 Lot: 01 
NW NE 27-74-10, SD10 Lot: 
01 NW NE 27-74-10, SD11 
PT Lot: 01 NW NE 27-74-10, 
PLAT B3 P492, Except Land 
Deed Record B77 P535.

Real Estate Contracts, Mar-
vin J. Greiner, Deborah K. 
Greiner, Trenton P. Greiner, 
Madison M. Greiner, SE NE 
26-75-10 Parcel: AUD PAR A, 
PLAT B334 P86.

Civil
March 19th
Counter Defendant: Benja-

min Duello, Counter Defen-
dant: Kate Elizabeth Duello, 
Counter Plaintiff: Jeffrey B. 
Miller, Counter Plaintiff: Julie 
A. Miller, Defendant: Jeffrey 
B. Miller, Defendant: Julie A. 
Miller, Defendant: Unknown 
Party, Plaintiff: Benjamin Du-
ello, Plaintiff: Katie Elizabeth 
Duello, Motion to Dismiss.

March 20th
Petitioner: Ashley Nicole 

Cox, Respondent: Tallon Mur-
ray Schwantes, Temporary 
Support Order.

March 24th
Defendant: Unknown 

Spouse, Petitioner: City of 

Richland, Iowa, Respondent: 
Mohammed Gameal El-
matary, Respondent: Keokuk 
County Treasurer, Petition 
Filed.

March 25th
Petitioner: State of Iowa EX 

REL, Respondent: Joshua 
Rice, Respondent: Cassy Shy, 
Decree or Final Support.

Criminal
March 20th
Defendant: Jasmine Jean 

Van Patten, Plaintiff: State of 
Iowa, Written Plea of Guilty.

Defendant: Courtney Ann 
Jacob, Plaintiff: State of Iowa, 
Order Setting Trial.

Defendant: Robert Allen Lo-
thridge, Payee: Keokuk Coun-
ty, Plaintiff: State of Iowa, Or-

der of Disposition.
Defendant: Robert Allen 

Lothridge, Plaintiff: State of 
Iowa, Order Setting Trial.

March 21st
Defendant: Jerry D. Munn, 

Plaintiff: State of Iowa, Crimi-
nal Complaint.

March 23rd
Defendant: Jerry D. Munn, 

Plaintiff: State of Iowa, Hear-
ing for Initial Appearance.

Defendant: Dalton Robert 
Hansen, Plaintiff: State of 
Iowa, Order of Disposition.

Defendant: Andrew Michael 
Decker, Payor: Leland Rob-
ert Decker, Plaintiff: State of 
Iowa, Motion for Continuance.

Defendant: David Vincent 
Weldon, Plaintiff: State of 

Iowa, Criminal Complaint, 
Hearing for Initial Appearance.

Defendant: Michael Lee 
Maschmann, Payee: Keokuk 
County, Plaintiff: State of 
Iowa.

Defendant: David Vincent 
Weldon, Plaintiff: State of 
Iowa, Criminal Complaint, 
Hearing for Initial Appearance.

March 24th
Defendant: Roberta May 

Gillam, Plaintiff: State of Iowa, 
Criminal Complaint.

March 25th
Defendant: Robert Allen 

Lothridge, Plaintiff: State of 
Iowa, Written Plea of Guilty.

Defendant: Shawn Casey 
Yates, Plaintiff: State of Iowa, 
Written Plea of Guilty.

Domestic
March 19th
Defendant: Dru Austin Glan-

don, Plaintiff: Misty Lynn Glan-
don, Motion for Continuance.

OWI
March 19th
Defendant: Jerry Lavern 

Moffit, Payee: Keokuk County, 
Plaintiff: State of Iowa, Written 
Plea of Guilty.

Scheduled Traffic
March 18th
Defendant: Paul Lamon 

Klassy, Plaintiff: State of Iowa, 
Speeding 55 or UND Zone (6 
thru 10 over).

March 22nd
Defendant: Christian Ray 

Williams, Plaintiff: State of 
Iowa, No Deer License or Tag.

Defendant: Jersharius 
Treyvon Lawrence, Plaintiff: 
State of Iowa, Speeding 55 or 
UND Zone (21 or Over).

Defendant: Jersharius 
Treyvon Lawrence, Plaintiff: 
State of Iowa, Failure to Yeild 
to Emergency Vehicle.

March 23rd
Defendant: Patrick Glen 

Smith, Plaintiff: State of Iowa, 
Operation without Registra-
tion Card or Plate.

Defendant: Patrick Glen 
Smith, Plaintiff: State of Iowa, 
Failure to Provide Proof of Fi-
nancial Liability.

March 24th
Defendant: Duane Lee 

Boer, Plaintiff: State of Iowa, 
Dark Window or Windshield.

Free yourself from the burden tobacco is placing on your life, and save money 
by becoming tobacco free. When you enroll with Quitline Iowa, you gain instant 
access to tools that increase your chances of quitting by nine times more than 
trying to quit on your own. Act now to save later.

1.800.QUIT.NOW  |  www.quitlineiowa.org

© 2014 Alere. All rights reserved

(1.800.784.8669)
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PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Delta • Notice of Sale

CITY OF DELTA
PUBLIC NOTICE OF SALE OF 

PROPERTY
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby giv-

en that the City of Delta will of-
fer the following property for sale 
via sealed bit beginning Wednes-
day, March 18th, 2026 and ending 
April 18th, 2026. Full property de-
scription can be found on the Bea-
con-Schnieder website.
Property: 408 N. Center St.
Buyer will be responsible for the 

winning bid price and the legal fees 
for property transfer upon comple-
tion of legal documentation. The 
property is being sold as is. Pur-
chaser will be responsible for any 
back financial obligations associat-
ed with the property including but 
not limited to property tax, city as-
sessments, etc.

Published in The News-Review 
on March 18 and 25, and April 1, 

2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Keokuk Co BOS • Minutes and Claims 3.17.2026

KEOKUK COUNTY BOARD 
PROCEEDINGS
MARCH 17, 2026

The Keokuk County Board of Su-
pervisors held their special sched-
uled meeting on Tuesday, March 
17, 2026, in the Board Room, due 
to inclement weather causing clo-
sure of the Courthouse on Monday, 
March 16, 2026. Present were: Mi-
chael C. Hadley, Daryl Wood, Kev-
in Weber, and Christy Bates, Coun-
ty Auditor. 
Weber moved, Wood seconded 

to approve the agenda as submit-
ted. All ayes and motion carried. 
Also present was Casey Jarmes, 
News-Review.
Wood moved, Weber seconded 

to approve the minutes of March 
9 and 10, 2026, as submitted. All 
ayes and motion carried. 
The meeting with Engineer Mc-

Guire regarding Keokuk County 
Highway Department was not held 
due to prior commitments in Ma-
haska County on March 17, 2026.
Second tier canvass of March 3, 

2026, Special Keota School Elec-
tion was held. Also present was 
Robyn Smeltzer, Election Desig-
nee. Those present proceeded to 
canvass said public measure elec-
tion as follows: Keota Precinct – 72 
yes / 0 no and Washington County 
Precinct – 35 yes / 2 no for an over-
all total of 107 yes / 2 no. 
Weber moved, Wood seconded 

approval of March 16, 2026, claims 
listing was held. All ayes and mo-
tion carried. 
Manual Checks: March 10, 2026
KASEYA US...................... 4,047.38
NAVITAS CREDIT CORP............... 	
.........................................3,465.64

VISA (ASSESSOR)............... 37.90
VISA (JAIL)............................ 17.80
VISA (KC EM MGMT).......... 387.91
VISA (PH)..........................1,700.82
TOTAL.............................$9,657.45

CLAIM DATE: March 16, 2026 
(approved 3-17-26)

ABEL, LINDA.......................100.00
ABEL, RICK.........................100.00
AGRILAND FS..................... 747.84
ALL AM PEST CONTROL...240.00
ALLIANT ENERGY........... 4,149.77
ALTORFER MACHINERY CO........ 	
....................................... 15,184.98

AMAZON CAPITAL SERV..810.27
AMERICAN HEART ASSOC......... 	
..............................................24.97

AMERICAN HOME FINDING 
ASSOC............................1,306.20

ARMSTRONG HEATING/AC......... 	
............................................ 714.99

ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY........... 	

.........................................1,032.97
ATWOOD ELECTRIC.......... 110.00
AUDITOR STATE OF IA......625.00
BAILEY OFFICE..................691.34
BAYCOM...........................2,028.00
BRAMSCHREIBER, TYLER.......... 	
.............................................171.19

BROTHERS MARKET...... 2,417.64
C J COOPER & ASSOC........55.00
CDW GOVERNMENT......1,730.84
CLUBB, BONNIE................... 77.48
CLUBB, BONNIE (MEI).......209.00
COX SAN & RECYCLING.............. 	
......................................... 7,012.00

CUNNINGHAM INC..........2,218.77
DELTA, CITY OF.............. 2,143.86
DESIGN HOUSE PLUS.......146.00
DOBBINS, ALLEN.................50.00
DOUDS STONE..............44,255.07
DUMONT, CARLA.................50.00
DUMONT, JOHN...................50.00
E CENT DIST IA ASSESSOR'S 
ASOC..................................100.00

ELLIOTT BULK SERV......1,578.35
FARMERS COOP ASSOC...528.69
FORCE AMERICA............1,778.96
GARDEN GATE.....................46.00
GIBSON, CITY OF.............. 895.13
GREATAMERICA FIN SERV......... 	
............................................225.25

H & M FARM & HOME.........369.81
HADLEY, MICHAEL C.........340.50
HELMUTH, CLINTON D......129.25
HUBER, LARRY....................40.00
HUBER, TANNA..................188.50
ICEOO....................................30.00
IA PRISON IND................. 1,756.70
IA SEC OF STATE.................30.00
IA'S CO CONSERV SYS.......45.00
ISACA/SEAT........................250.00
JACK'S CORNER DRUG......33.98
KASEYA US...................... 4,047.38
KEOKUK CO HWY DEPT...192.45
KESWICK, CITY OF.........2,231.04
KINROSS, CITY OF............325.05
KLEIN, DAVID........................50.00
LISCO/LTDS........................526.49
LYNCH TRAVEL....................25.00
MARTIN, GARY...................103.00
MARTIN, JANET..................103.00
MARTINS FLAG CO......... 1,720.10
MARTINSBURG, CITY OF...941.43
MCGUIRE, ANDREW............60.00
METAL CULVERTS.......... 7,670.00
MID-AMERICA PUB CO.....380.72
MIDWEST WHEEL CO..........64.66
MILLIKIN, DONALD............100.00
MUSCATINE CO SHERIFF............ 	
.........................................1,960.00

NET2PHONE.....................1,141.79
NETSMART TECH...........1,953.22
NEXTRAN TRUCK CTRS.............. 	
.........................................1,324.98

NW IA ASSESSOR'S ASSOC....... 	
............................................550.00

OLLIE, CITY OF............... 1,158.23
PHELPS AUTO SUPPLY.....180.00

PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL FIN 
SERV..................................254.55

POS PROFESSIONAL OFC 
SERV...................................... 8.78

QUINN, DR BRIAN................50.00
REIGHARD, CURTIS............23.91
ROQUET, IVAN...................100.00
SADLER POWER TRAIN....259.01
SCHNEIDER GEOSPATIAL........... 	
....................................... 16,371.00

SHETTLER MEDIA.............100.00
SIGOURNEY BODY SHOP........... 	
............................................250.00

SIGOURNEY LUMBER CO........... 	
............................................793.76

SIGOURNEY, CITY OF.......724.82
SINCLAIR NAPA.................329.47
SINCLAIR TRACTOR......6,575.67
SPROUSE, DUANE.............184.60
STATE HYGIENIC LAB.........86.00
STEINHART, ZACH.............154.08
STROBELS INC.....................18.00
T I P REC ............................ 755.16
THOMSON REUTERS-WEST....... 	
............................................472.57

TIFCO INDUSTRIES........... 124.47
TRUCK CENTER.............. 2,677.62
TUSING, STEPHANIE.........100.88
TUVERA, THERESA........... 175.00
ULINE...................................399.40
US CELLULAR....................303.60
USFIRST.............................. 141.00
VERIZON WIRELESS.........492.28
VISA (SEC RD)....................633.33
VISA (CONSERV)...............104.99
VISA (CRTHSE)................5,253.00
WAPELLO CO AUDITOR....506.31
WAPELLO RURAL WATER........... 	
............................................144.98

WASTE MANAGEMENT.....143.08
WEBB, ED............................102.00
WEBB, JESSICA.................300.00
WEBSTER, CITY OF...........453.92
WELLINGTON TOOL SALES........ 	
............................................286.00

WEX BANK............................ 81.71
WILKENING, RICH..............102.00
WILLIAMS, MICHAEL.........204.50
WINDSTREAM.......................81.19
WITTHOFT FARM SUPPLY...70.00
WOOD, DARYL K................218.00
TOTAL.........................$164,238.48
Wood moved, Weber seconded 

approval of Iowa Governmental 
Health Care Plan (IGHCP) insur-
ance renewals (health, dental, life 
and voluntary vision) for fiscal year 
2027 as presented. All ayes and 
motion carried. 
Weber moved, Wood seconded 

approval to set time / date / place 
for FY 2027 Keokuk County budget 
public hearing as April 6, 2026, at 
9:00 a.m. -, Boardroom – 1st floor 
of Keokuk County Courthouse. All 
ayes and motion carried. 
Wood moved, Weber seconded 

approval of participant form for Ke-
okuk County to participate in the 
new National Opioids Six Remnant 
Defendants Settlement as submit-
ted. All ayes and motion carried. 
Weber moved, Wood second-

ed to adopt the resolution amend-
ing Keokuk County Sheriff’s FY27 
salary increase approved on Jan-
uary 5, 2026, from 3% ($2,966) to 
a flat $10,000 to comply with Back 
to Blue requirements of Iowa Code 
331.907 as submitted. Sheriff Hin-
nah requested additional compen-
sation, that was followed up with 
the Iowa Attorney General (AG) 
opinion, that the sheriff’s salary 
should be increased to correlate 
with the comparisons as noted in 
code. Also present were Conser-
vation Director Reighard, Trea-
surer Long, Emergency Manage-
ment/911 Coordinator Fortney and 
Aaron Kephart.
Various Board and Commit-

tee reports were held. Wood at-
tended monthly RUSS and 1015 
Transit meetings. Weber attend-
ed Early Childhood and Keokuk 
County Economic Development 
(KCED) meetings. Hadley attend-
ed Iowa State Association of Coun-
ties (ISAC), Iowa County Engineer 
Service Bureau and Department 
of Transportation Freight Council 
meetings last week.
Discussion of old/new business 

and public comment was held. De-
Jong Lawn & Landscape, Inc. sent 
an estimate of $960 to care for the 
Courtyard lawn. Board consensus 
was to approve said service. Ke-
okuk County employees will re-
ceive notice today regarding the 
upcoming increase of an additional 
health insurance deduction of $10 
per month to address increasing 
premiums and high claims in a step 
increase manner so it is not a finan-
cial burden to employees.
On vote and motion Hadley ad-

journed the meeting at 9:45 a.m.
The above and foregoing informa-

tion is a summary of the minutes 
taken at the above indicated meet-
ing. The full and complete set of 
minutes is available at the Keokuk 
County Auditor’s Office and www.
keokukcounty.iowa.gov.
Approved _ Disapproved _
Michael C. Hadley, Daryl Wood, 

Kevin Weber
Published in The News-Review on 

April 1, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pekin CSD • PH School Budget Summary

Published in The News-Review on April 1, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Richland • Special Meeting 3.24.2026

CITY OF RICHLAND
MINUTES OF SPECIAL 
COUNCIL MEETING

March 24, 2026
The Richland City Council met 

on Tuesday, March 24, 2026, for a 
special council meeting. Mayor Pro 
Tem Steve Pfeifer called the meet-
ing to order at 6:06pm. Council 
members Joe Adrian, Cyndia Craf-
ton and Jim Gaines were present. 
Council member Michael T. Had-
ley was absent. Also present: City 
Clerk Sarah Claeys.

Adrian moved and Gaines 2nd to 
approve the agenda: 4 ayes, mo-
tion carried.
Gaines moved and Crafton 2nd to 

set the public hearing date for April 
13th at 6:45pm for the FYE27 City 
Budget: 4 ayes, motion carried.
Mayor Pro Tem Pfeifer adjourned 

the meeting at 6:08pm.
ATTEST: 
Mayor Pro Tem Steve Pfeifer
City Clerk Sarah Claeys
Published in The News-Review on 

April 1, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Richland • PH Property Tax Notice
CITY OF RICHLAND
MINUTES OF PUBLIC 

HEARING – PROPERTY TAX 
NOTICE

March 24, 2026
The Richland City Council met 

on Tuesday, March 24, 2026, for a 
public hearing regarding the Prop-
erty Tax Notice for FYE27. Mayor 
Pro Tem Steve Pfeifer called the 
meeting to order at 6:00pm. Coun-
cil members Joe Adrian, Cyndia 
Crafton and Jim Gaines were pres-
ent. Council member Michael T. 

Hadley was absent. Also present: 
City Clerk Sarah Claeys.
Gaines moved and Crafton 2nd to 

approve the agenda: 4 ayes, mo-
tion carried.
There were no comments or pub-

lic input on the Property Tax Notice.
Mayor Pro Tem Pfeifer adjourned 

the meeting at 6:02pm.
ATTEST:
Mayor Pro Tem Steve Pfeifer
City Clerk Sarah Claeys
Published in The News-Review on 

April 1, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Tri-County CSD • PH Amendment of Current Budget

Published in The News-Review on April 1, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sigourney CSD • Special Session 3.25.2026

SIGOURNEY COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2026
The Board of Directors of the 

Sigourney Community School 
District met in special session on 
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 in the 
Sigourney District Office Confer-
ence Room. Board members pres-
ent included: Mike Bensmiller, Amy 
Wilcox, Cody Branstad, Tim Bruns, 
Adam Clark, Steven Seeley, and 
Adam Sellers. Also present were 
Kevin Hatfield and Jessica Meier.
Call to Order: President Bensmill-

er called the meeting to order at 
4:30 PM and acknowledged a quo-
rum of the board.

Approval of Agenda: Director See-
ley moved to approve the agenda 
as presented. Seconded by Direc-
tor Wilcox. Motion carried 7-0.
Public Hearing: President Bens-

miller opened the public hearing 
regarding the Proposed Property 
Tax Levy. No oral or written com-
ments were received. President 
Bensmiller closed the public hear-
ing at 4:32 PM.
Adjournment: Director Seeley 

moved to adjourn the meeting at 
4:33 PM. Seconded by Director 
Bruns. Motion carried 7-0.
Steven Seeley, Board President
Jessica Meier, Secretary Pro-Tem
Published in The News-Review on 

April 1, 2026
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PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Richland • PH Proposed Budget

Published in The News-Review on April 1, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Tri-County CSD • PH Proposed School Budget Summary

Published in The News-Review on April 1, 2026

KNOW
VAPE

DID YOU KNOW: 
E-cigarettes come in a 
variety of shapes and 
sizes and may not look 
like a tobacco product, 
which can make them 
hard to spot. 

DID YOU KNOW:
Most e-cigarettes 
contain nicotine, the 
same highly addictive 
drug in cigarettes. Some 
e-cigarettes may contain 
as much nicotine as a 
pack of 20 regular 
cigarettes. 

DID YOU KNOW:
E-cigarettes may lead to negative health consequences 
such as: 
- Cancerous tumor development
- Preterm deliveries and stillbirths in pregnant women
- Harmful effects on brain and lung development
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Jefferson Co 93 AC+-
Jefferson Co 723 AC+-
Keokuk Co 38 AC+-
Mahaska Co 92 AC+-
Wapello Co 15 AC+-
Wapello Co 64 AC+-

Wapello Co 77.5 AC+-
Wapello Co 20 AC+-
Washington Co 13 AC+-
Washington Co 20 AC+-
Washington Co 17 6AC+-
Washington Co 94 AC+-

Are you missing the 
Recipe of the week? 
Become a sponsor!

Contact Katie at
641-790-1841 or

sales@sigourneynewsreview.
com for more details.

Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach 

to Host Windbreak 
School on April 8

By Rebecca Vittetoe, 
Billy Beck

AMES – Farmers, rural 
landowners and natural re-
source professionals can at-
tend the in-field and hands-
on Windbreak School on 
Wednesday, April 8, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., at the South-
east Research and Demon-
stration Farm near Craw-
fordsville. The workshop is 
hosted by Iowa State Univer-
sity Extension and Outreach 
and aims to provide the 
knowledge and skills need-
ed to effectively plan, imple-
ment, maintain and renovate 
windbreaks. Check-in will 
begin at 9:30 a.m.

windbreak“Windbreaks 
and shelter belts act as criti-
cal farm infrastructure. They 
provide energy savings, live-
stock growth gains, timber 
and non-timber forest prod-
ucts, wildlife habitat, odor 
and dust control, aesthetics, 
privacy and mental health 
benefits,” said Billy Beck, 
extension forestry special-
ist and assistant professor at 
Iowa State. “However, Iowa’s 
aging windbreaks are sim-
ply not functioning as they 
should be due to general de-
cline, storm damage, and in-

sect and disease issues."
The Windbreak School will 

cover windbreak planning 
and design, including a dis-
cussion on species selection, 
site preparation, identifying 
site characteristics, incorpo-
rating pollinators, and dis-
ease management. Because 
the Southeast Research and 
Demonstration Farm is es-
tablishing a new windbreak, 
there will be a field demon-
stration on how to plant and 
establish one.

Featured speakers include 
representatives from ISU 
Extension and Outreach, the 
ISU Plant and Insect Diag-
nostic Clinic, Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
district foresters and the Nat-
ural Resources Conservation 
Service.

To attend, online pre-reg-
istration is required by April 
3. The registration fee is $30, 
which covers lunch, refresh-
ments, and course materials. 
This fee, payable by cash or 
check, is due to ISU Exten-
sion and Outreach Washing-
ton County by April 5.

For more information, con-
tact the Washington County 
Extension Office at 319-653-
4811 or email Holly Beinhart 
at hollyb1@iastate.edu.

2026 Iowa Farm Custom 
Rate Survey Offers Planning 
Guidance for Iowa Producers
Newly released 
survey includes 
averages and ranges 
for common farming 
tasks and machinery 
rent in Iowa

By Ann Johanns
AMES – Farmers who 

depend on custom work or 
provide custom services can 
review rates reported by oth-
ers across the state in the lat-
est Iowa Farm Custom Rate 
Survey.

For over 50 years, the 
survey, conducted by Iowa 
State University Extension 
and Outreach, has provid-
ed guidance for Iowans 
who hire custom work and 
those who do custom work 
for others. According to the 
most recent Iowa Farm-
land and Tenure Survey, 
only 3% of Iowa farmland 
is fully operated under cus-
tom farming agreements. A 
much greater proportion of 
farm operations within the 
state utilize custom work 
for occasional operations 
throughout the year.

The 2026 Farm Custom 
Rate Survey is based on 205 
responses and 4,698 custom 
rates provided by Iowa farm-
ers, custom operators and 
farm managers. Thirty-two 
percent of respondents per-
form custom work, 20% hire 
work done, 47% indicated 
doing both and 2% did not 
indicate whether they per-
form or hire custom work.

Farm tasks in the report 
range from field preparation 
to planting to harvest, with 
cost data that reflects the 
average, median and range 
for each task. Rental rates 
for select machinery, grain 
bins and hourly machinery 
operating wages are also in-
cluded. New operations sur-
veyed in 2026 include drone 
spraying and side-dressing 

anhydrous ammonia.
Ann Johanns, program 

specialist with ISU Exten-
sion and Outreach and ed-
itor of Ag Decision Maker, 
said this report is a valuable 
resource for custom opera-
tors and those who hire cus-
tom work done.

“This survey report is 
heavily used by Iowans and 
across the Midwest, as the 
116,000 downloads in the 
past year show,” she said. 
“The 2026 survey report 
shows increases across all 
categories of operations sur-
veyed, ranging from 0.3% 
for bin and machinery rental 
rates to 8.5% for pre-harvest 
operations, which include 
tillage, spraying, fertilizer 
application and planting.”

The custom rate survey is 
intended to serve as a guide. 
Actual custom rates may 
vary according to the avail-
ability of machinery in a giv-
en area, timeliness, operator 
skill, field size and shape, 
crop conditions and the per-
formance characteristics of 
the machine being used.

Fuel
Diesel fuel was estimat-

ed at $2.89 per gallon when 
invitations to complete the 
custom rate survey were sent 
in early February. However, 
fuel prices have increased 
since then; as reported by the 
USDA Agricultural Market-
ing Service Iowa Production 
Cost Report (Bi-Weekly), 
No. 2 Diesel (farm) went 
from an average of $2.59 in 
January to $3.12 in the most 
recent March 2026 report.

A $0.50-per-gallon in-
crease in fuel prices will 
raise total machinery costs 
by approximately 5%. An-
other way to adjust custom 
rates is to use Fuel Required 
for Field Operations, which 
contains estimated fuel con-
sumption values per acre for 
many common operations. 
Multiplying the fuel used 
per acre by the change in fuel 
price since the survey was 
conducted can provide an 
estimate of the most recent 
cost increase per acre.

Estimate machinery costs
Custom work rates should 

account for all ownership 
and operating costs associ-
ated with the equipment be-
ing used. Custom operators 

and those who hire custom 
work done are encouraged 
to utilize additional re-
sources, such as Estimating 
Farm Machinery Costs, for 
specific operations. New 
web-based calculators and 
downloadable decision tools 
are included to allow users 
to enter their own estimates 
and calculate machinery 
and implement costs.

A price comparison series 
for fuel, fertilizer and crop 
prices is updated regularly 
on the Ag Decision Maker 
website.

The information avail-
able in the 2026 Iowa Farm 
Custom Rate Survey is only 
possible due to the respons-
es provided each year. If you 
are interested in joining the 
2027 Iowa Farm Custom 
Rate Survey mailing list, 
send your mailing or email 
address to Ann Johanns at 
Iowa State University, Bor-
laug Learning Center, 3327 
290th Street, Nashua, IA 
50658 or aholste@iastate.
edu.

For more information, 
contact Johanns at aholste@
iastate.edu.

Spring Planting

Farm ground with windbreak.

Trump EPA to ease restrictions 
on summer ethanol-blend 

sales as gas prices soar
By: Jacob Fischler

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency will allow 
gas stations to sell a blended 
fuel containing 15% ethanol 
into the summer season in an 
effort to lower gas prices, Ad-
ministrator Lee Zeldin said 
Wednesday.

The blend, known as E15, is 
usually barred in many Mid-
west states over the summer 
to reduce smog, though the 
federal government has rou-
tinely in recent years issued 
waivers to allow summer 
sales. The move, which eth-
anol producers applauded, 
could prevent a spike in pric-
es at the pump during the war 
with Iran that has scrambled 
oil markets.

“EPA is working with our 
federal partners to reduce 
unnecessary costs and un-
certainty and ensure that gas 
prices remain affordable for 
all Americans through the 
summer,” Zeldin said in a 
statement. “This emergency 
action will provide Amer-
ican families with relief by 
increasing fuel supply and 

consumer choice.”
Bipartisan officials in 

corn-producing states had 
sought the waiver, and con-
tinue to push for year-round 
availability of the product. 
Ethanol is manufactured 
from corn and other plant 
materials.

Move wins praise from in-
dustry, officials 

Seven Midwestern gov-
ernors — Republicans Kim 
Reynolds of Iowa, Mike Ke-
hoe of Missouri, Jim Pillen of 
Nebraska and Larry Rhoden 
of South Dakota and Dem-
ocrats Tim Walz of Minne-
sota, JB Pritzker of Illinois 
and Tony Evers of Wisconsin 
— signed a March 6 letter to 
Zeldin requesting the waiver.

More recently, the top 
Democrat on the U.S. Senate 
Agriculture Committee also 
endorsed the move.

“With gas prices spiking, 
now’s the time to make E15 
available year-round,” Min-
nesota U.S. Sen. Amy Klobu-
char, said in a March 19 state-
ment. “It will help lower costs 
and decrease our dependence 

on foreign oil.”
U.S. Rep. Adrian Smith, a 

Nebraska Republican, also 
applauded Wednesday’s an-
nouncement, and called on 
Congress to make the policy 
permanent.

Ethanol industry groups 
also approved of the waiver. 
Geoff Cooper, the president 
and CEO of the national eth-
anol advocacy group Renew-
able Fuels Association, said 
the move was “exactly what 
the supply chain needs right 
now.”

“President Trump and Ad-
ministrator Zeldin under-
stand that year-round E15 
is a solution that can extend 
domestic fuel supplies and 
reduce pump prices for hard-
working American families,” 
Cooper said. “With geopo-
litical conflict roiling energy 
markets worldwide, we ap-
plaud President Trump and 
Administrator Zeldin for act-
ing quickly and decisively to 
combat potential fuel short-
ages and help keep a lid on gas 
prices this summer.”

Iowa Renewable Fuels As-

sociation Executive Director 
Monte Shaw also thanked 
the administration in a state-
ment.

“With rising fuel prices and 
a war in the Middle East, this 
is the worst time to force re-
tailers to bag E15 pumps. E15 
adds home-grown supply and 
reduces prices for consum-
ers,” he said.

Iran war disrupts oil mar-
ket

Gas prices have risen since 
President Donald Trump 
launched strikes against 
Iran on Feb. 28. Transport 
through the Strait of Hor-
muz has been limited due to 
threats from Iran during the 
conflict.

White House press secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt noted 
at Wednesday’s press briefing 
the waiver was a part of the 
administration’s response to 
rising fuel costs during the 
war.

“Obviously the administra-
tion is coming up with cre-
ative new solutions by the day 
to keep the price of oil sta-
ble, something the president 

wants to see,” she said.
Trump will also wel-

come nearly 1,000 farm-
ers to the White House 
for a National Agricul-
ture Day event on Fri-
day, where the president 
plans to promote his re-
cord on the issue, Leavitt 
said.

The E15 waiver will be 
in effect May 1 through 
May 20. Twenty days is 
the longest period a sin-
gle waiver can be applied 
under the Clean Air Act, 
the EPA said in the press 
release. The move sig-
nals the administration 
views further waivers as 
an option as restrictions 
ramp up over the sum-
mer.

Shauneen Miranda 
contributed to this re-
port. Tassels emerge from corn in central Iowa on Aug. 4, 2025. (Photo by Cami Koons/Iowa Cap-

ital Dispatch)
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