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Thursday, March 6
Partly Cloudy 43°/24°
SW 13 mph 
Friday, March 7
Rain/Snow Showers 42°/22°
NE 12 mph
Saturday, March 8
Sunny 47°/26°
W 14 mph
Sunday, March 9
Mostly Sunny 52°/30°
W 14 mph
Monday, March 10
Sunny 65°/ 43°
SSW 16 mph
Tuesday, March 11
Partly Cloudy/Wind 70°/39°
SSW 23 mph
Wednesday, March 12
Mostly Cloudy 56°/31°
NNW 23 mph
Thursday, March 13
Mostly Cloudy 52°/32°
WNW 19 mph

8 Day Weather Outlook
Clarion, IA.

City’s Support for Rec Center 
Project Moves Forward Without 

Financial Commitment

When attendees of the REC Center and Clarion Council Workshop were asked to 
raise their hands in support of the revised center’s plans, the majority of the crowd 
shot their hand in the air rather quickly. (Photo: Amanda Rink) 

Area Headlines
Belmond
 The Belmond-Klemme Board of Education proposed 
a property tax levy increase of $2.00 for the 2025/2026 
budget year. The final vote is expected to come once 
government officials solidify public school funding.

Eagle Grove
 Mark and Ann Sampson were awarded the Allbaugh 
Community Service Award for their years of service to 
the Eagle Grove community. The award was announced 
during the Chamber of Commerce Coffee event.

Goldfield
 A new bar, The Gold Bar, opened its doors on Main 
Street on February 28.

Hampton
 On February 27, City Councilor Kevin Blanford re-
signed from the city council. The announcement was 
made at the end of the council meeting. Blanford gave 
no reason as to why. The seat will be filled in a special 
election or by council appointment.

Rowan
 The Iowa River Players hosted their first Mardi Gras 
Party last weekend. The party was said to be a success 
with voices from Brad Revland, Mark Havens, Caleb 
Avery, Rob Arnold, and Terri Avery filling the theatre. 
The River Players are also planning their next produc-
tion, “Leaving Iowa,” with auditions on March 30.

 
 

continued on page 2

Amanda Rink, 
Editor

February 25, 2025 - 
Community members and 
city officials gathered for 
a workshop Tuesday night 
to discuss the next steps 
for the long-anticipated 
recreation center project. 
The city signaled its sup-
port for the project stating 
that no taxpayer dollars are 
currently committed to the 
construction. 

Mayor Rod Heiden 
opened the meeting by ad-
dressing feedback he had 
received from passionate 
individuals regarding his 
upcoming reelection and 
his commitment to doing 
what he believes is best for 
our community, “If I don’t 
get reelected for doing what 
I think is right for the city, 
I’m okay with it. So let’s 
stay respectful. The REC 
committee has put a lot of 
hours in this project.” 

The meeting reviewed 
various plans the REC 
committee has considered, 
but focused mainly on “Op-
tion C”. The latest plan is 
a single-story design that 
reduced original costs and 
garnered the most support 
from attendees, even with 
the walking track on the 
same level as the basketball 
court. 

“Show of hands support-
ing option C?” Presenter 
and REC Center board 
member Andrew Odland 
asked. The response was 
overwhelmingly positive, 
with most of the room rais-

ing their hands. Despite the 
enthusiasm, fundraising re-
mains a challenge. 

Fundraising and Fi-
nancial Concerns - With 
$4.1 million pledged for 
the project, large donors 
remain hesitant to commit 
unless the city or the school 
district takes an official 
stake. Matt Odland, another 
board member for the REC, 
noted that even individuals 
he spoke with felt hesitant 
to donate to the project un-
til they were further along. 
Lawyers may not approve 
donations to a private 
board, which the REC cen-
ter is, adding another chal-
lenge to the mix. 

City Administrator Clint 
Middleton, who did ex-
press personal support for 
the project, was vocal dur-
ing the meeting and broke 

down city concerns in a di-
rect way. He acknowledged 
concerns about funding but 
emphasized the city will 
remain fiscally responsible 
above all else. 

“We don’t need anoth-
er swimming pool,” said 
Middleton, referring to the 
city’s annual $80,000 cost 
to keep the pool open. The 
city could own the facility 
similarly to how it owns 
the daycare center, with the 
center paying rent and the 
city handling maintenance 
and utilities but not daily 
operations. 

While the city is open to 
owning the building post-
construction, Middleton 
clarified that the city is not 
currently committing funds 
toward construction. This is 
because once a government 
entity is involved costs in-

crease because of engineer-
ing design requirements and 
national wage standards. 

Grants were also dis-
cussed, though Middleton 
noted that while smaller 
grants may be available for 
equipment, major funding 
opportunities for large proj-
ects are limited. “There’s 
not a lot of grants out 
there to pay for monstrous 
chunks of projects,” Mid-
dleton stated.

Middleton reassured at-
tendees that even if some 
city funds are ultimately 
required, which the city has 
offered to the REC Board 
for $2 million and was de-
nied, the city’s budget has 
funds earmarked for The 
REC Center, a new fire 
station, and continued city 
pavement improvements.

Legals and Courthouse News on page 4

Wright County 
Leaders Push 
Through 
Unexpected 
Disruption 
Amanda Rink, 
Editor

March 3, 2025 - The Wright County Board of 
Supervisors met on Monday morning to handle 
key issues, including drainage projects, funding 
for search and rescue services, and the county’s 
budget amendments. All officials were present for 
the session. However, the meeting was unexpectedly 
disrupted when an unauthorized party disrupted 
the Zoom session in a “Zoom bombing” incident. 
    Drainage Trustees Approve Invoice - The meeting 
began at 9:00 A.M. with the board acting as Drainage 
Trustees. There were no claims or work orders needing 
approval. The board approved a drainage invoice to 
Allan Weicht for the trapping of beavers in the Grant 
drainage district for $350. Drainage Administrator 
Courtney Morris also shared an upcoming March 
10 conference call regarding a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with DKM Natural Gas. The 
board then moved into their discussion as the Board 
of Supervisors after a brief interruption from a “Zoom 
Bomber”. 

Zoom Bombing Disrupts Meeting - During the 
Drainage District Trustees meeting, the board was 
unexpectedly interrupted by a “Zoom Bombing” 
incident. Unidentified individual(s) entered the meeting 
and displayed inappropriate content. The board was 
forced to end the live meeting and begin a new one. 

The act of hijacking public virtual meetings has 
been an increasing issue at both state and local levels 
with reports of perpetrators using offensive language, 
images, or videos to derail discussions. While some 

Celebrating 
Spear’s 54 

Years at Hagie 
Manufacturing at 

the Red Shed
Amanda Rink, 
Editor

Hagie Manufacturing, 
founded in 1947 by Ray 
Hagie in Clarion, has 
long been a leader in 
revolutionizing agricultural 
machinery. The company 
introduced the world’s 
first self-propelled sprayer, 
setting the standard 
for innovation in crop 
protection equipment. 
Over the years, Hagie 
has continued to pioneer 
industry advancements.

Through it all, the 
company has held a strong 
tradition of employee 
dedication, people like 
Bill Spears, whose 54-year 
tenure reflects the loyalty 
and work ethic that define 
both Hagie and the town 
of Clarion. In 2016, Hagie 
partnered with John Deere, 
a move that expanded its 
reach. Despite changes in 
ownership, the company 
has remained involved in 
Clarion and dedicated to its 
employees.

Bill Spears’ journey 
to Hagie began in his 
hometown of Traer, Iowa, 
where he worked as a 
mechanic at a Chevrolet 
garage. “I was a mechanic 
at a Chevrolet garage in 
my hometown of Traer, 
Iowa, and the Hagie 
salesman at the time, 
Gary Thomas, came in 
one day,” Bill shared. 
“He mentioned that Hagie 
was looking for someone 

with a pilot’s license, and 
I had just completed my 
private pilot’s license, so I 
applied.”

Bill started his career at 
Hagie in 1971. “I started 
on February 15, 1971. My 
first job was working in 
the service department, 
repairing and rebuilding 
437 sprayers,” he said. 
“My boss at the time was 
Don Wyborn, the service 
manager, and I worked 
under Gordon Smith in the 
shop.”

Hagie has changed 
immensely over the years, 
and Bill has witnessed 
it firsthand. “When I 
started, the most expensive 
machine was a 440 sprayer, 
and it sold for about 
$7,500. Now, the most 
expensive sprayers are 100 
times that,” he explained. 
“The machines back then 
were simpler, easy to 
work on, and didn’t have 
many problems, but they 
were also much smaller in 
comparison to what they 
are today.”

Bill noted an evolution 
in the machines, especially 
in speed and efficiency. 
“Back when I started, 
sprayers were traveling at 
4-5 miles per hour. Now, 
they can go much faster, 
and the booms have gotten 
much larger as well,” he 
said. “The sheer size and 
speed of the machines 
today are amazing.”

CGD School 
Board Responds 
to Teacher Pay 
Raise Request, 
Considerations 

Made During 
Closed Meeting

Amanda Rink, 
Editor

February 25, 2025 
-Teachers represented by 
the Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows Education Bargain-
ing Team have advocated 
for a 5% salary increase 
across all licensed posi-
tions within the district. 
The CGD Board of Educa-
tion stated on Tuesday that 
the request wasn’t feasible 
given the current financial 
limitations of state legisla-
tion. 

In a statement read by 
Superintendent Joesph 
Nelson during the pub-
lic portion of the meeting, 
the CGD Board of Educa-
tion expressed apprecia-
tion for the dedication and 
hard work of its teachers, 
and overall staff. While 
acknowledging the impor-
tance of competitive wag-
es, the statement explained 
that the district is not re-
ceiving additional funding 
beyond the expected 2% to 
2.25% increase in state aid. 
Because of this, board offi-
cials said they cannot meet 
the 5% request. 

Instead, the district pro-
posed a two-year contract 
as an alternative. Under this 
plan, teachers would see a 
2.65% average increase in 
the first year, making sure 

that salaries meet the mini-
mum thresholds required 
by the state. Other employ-
ees would receive a $1,600 
raise. In the second year, 
the average increase would 
be 2.49%, with the same 
salary minimums and a 
$1,500 raise for other staff. 

This would result in a 
total pay increase of 5.06% 
over two years, which is 
slightly more than the Bar-
gaining Team’s first request 
but spread over a longer pe-
riod. As an added incentive, 
the district also offered to 
reduce the number of con-
tract days from 191 to 190 
if the two-year agreement 
is accepted.   The proposal 
aligns with recent legisla-
tive changes in Iowa, which 
require teachers to be paid a 
beginning salary of 50,000 
as their beginning wage for 
the fiscal year 2025-2026. 

After presenting their 
counteroffer, the school 
board went into a closed 
session for further discus-
sion. At the writing of this 
article, the bargaining team 
and the school board are 
in discussions leaving the 
team to decide if they will 
accept the revised offer or 
push for further negotia-
tions. 

At this time, no decisions 
have been made public.continued on page 2

continued on page 2
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Fundraiser Draws Outdoor Enthusiasts, 
Raises Funds for Wetlands

Outdoors enthusiasts filled the Red Shed for the Ducks Unlimited fundraiser. (Photo: 
Edward Lynn)

Edward Lynn, 
Eagle Grove Eagle

The Red Shed event 
center was packed with 
outdoor sports and 
hunting enthusiasts last 
Saturday night as Ducks 
Unlimited hosted its annual 
fundraiser, a key event 
for conservation efforts in 
the region. The evening 
featured fundraising games 
and a silent auction offering 
a wide range of high-end 
outdoorsman’s gear and 
accessories, including 
firearms, with all proceeds 
going toward wetland 
preservation.

Ducks Unlimited, an 
international nonprofit 
dedicated to wetland 
conservation, has been at 
the forefront of preserving 
and restoring habitats 
critical to waterfowl and 
other wildlife. “Last year, 
we conserved over a million 
acres of wetlands,” said 
Chris Sprott, state chairman 
for Iowa Ducks Unlimited. 
“We have another million 
on the books for this year.”

The organization’s 
impact extends far beyond 
hunting, benefiting 
entire ecosystems and 
communities. “Wetlands 
do so much more than just 
give us a habitat for duck 
hunting,” Sprott explained. 
“They are essential for 
water quality, watershed 
flood mitigation, and 
filtering out nitrates from 
agricultural runoff.”

For those unfamiliar 
with the importance of 
wetlands, Sprott broke it 
down simply: “A wetland 
is like a big sponge. It 
draws in water from fields 
and other areas, filters 
out harmful nitrates, and 
then releases clean water 

downstream. That’s why 
wetland conservation 
matters to everyone, not 
just sportsmen.”

Travis Connor, a local 
organizer, emphasized 
the fundraiser’s role in 
supporting conservation. 
“We do this every year, 
typically on the last 
Saturday of February. 
The biggest thing is 
wetland conservation and 
preserving land for future 
generations.”

The Clarion event was 
part of a broader initiative 
by Ducks Unlimited, 
which hosts various 
fundraisers across Iowa, 
including skeet shooting, 
bingo nights, and golf 
tournaments. According to 
Sprott, “We hold roughly 
150 to 200 events a year 
across the state, with 
88 chapters leading the 
charge.” The organization 
is active across the 
entire continent of North 
America, throughout the 
United States, Canada, and 
Mexico.

Attendees were eager to 
show their support. Many 
took part in the silent 
auction, where premium 
hunting gear and firearms 
drew significant

bids. “Ducks Unlimited 
invests 83 cents of every 
dollar donated back into 
conservation,” Sprott 
noted. “It’s one of the 
most efficient nonprofit 
organizations out there—
supporters really get a lot 
of bang for their buck.”

Beyond fundraising, 
Ducks Unlimited actively 
engages in wetland 
restoration and lake 
improvement projects 
throughout Iowa. “Much 
of our work here focuses 
on lake restoration,” Sprott 
said. “We improve and 
restore existing wetlands 
and make sure they 
function properly. It’s all 
about science—figuring out 
where wetlands make the 
most sense and directing 
our resources there.”

Connor encouraged 
more people to get involved 

with the local chapter. “We 
have roughly 12 committee 
members, but we’re 
always looking for more 
volunteers. Every year, we 
hold social events where 
people can learn more and 
join our efforts.”

For farmers and 
rural residents, wetland 
conservation is particularly 
relevant. “If you’re a 
farmer and you want to 
preserve your land for 
future generations, setting 
aside land for conservation 
programs like CRP or 
partnering with Ducks 
Unlimited is a great way to 
do it,” Connor explained. 
“It’s a proactive step toward 
sustainable land use.”

Connor emphasized that 
everyone should care about 
water. “When we preserve 
wetlands, we’re preserving 
the natural filter system of 
our waterways,” Connor 
said. “It’s not just about 
hunting—it’s about clean 
water, flood prevention, 
and protecting our way of 
life for future generations.”

Supervisors 
continued from page 1
may consider “Zoom Bombing” as a prank, legal experts 
warn that these disruptions can carry consequences like 
computer trespassing, disruption of a public meeting, 
hate crime charges, and cyber harassment. In past cases, 
individuals responsible for Zoom bombings have faced 
fines and even jail time but it is unclear if law enforcement 
or county officials will proceed with legal actions.  
Supervisor Rick Rasmussen offered an apology to those 
in person and online for the incident and the meeting 
moved on. 

Wright County Search and Rescue - Longtime 
Wright County Search and Rescue leader Rod Heiden 
shared his retirement and introduced his replacement, 
Tony Olson. Heiden and Anderson reported aging 
equipment and requested that the county act as an agent 
of matching funds when Search and Rescue applies 
for the Wright County charitable grant next year. 
    Public Voices Concerns on Road Maintenance - 
A county resident, identified as Dan, raised concerns 
about excess dirt in roadside ditches, weed pressure, 
and dirt plugging intakes which don’t allow for water 
to flow out of ditches. “Why do we want dirt in the 
ditch? I just feel like it is excessive,” the community 
member stated, urging Secondary Roads to review their 
current practices. 

“We’re reviewing the process,” shared Wright 
County Engineer Adam Clemons who shares he thinks 
it is mostly soil in the ditches from gutter created rather 
than gravel. Later in the meeting, Clemons presented 
plans to establish an Integrated Roadside Vegetation 
Management Plan, which the board approved. In other 
road matters the board heard of a request to cover costs 
for road watering. 

Belmond Area Arts Center Funding Request - 
The board heard and approved a $1,500 request for 
road watering during the Belmond Area Arts Center 
Power Show, matching funds granted in previous years 
rather than the new request of $2,000. They moved on 
to approve other fiscal matters. 

County Compensation Increases - Resolution 
2025-10 proposed a salary increase for elected officials, 
excluding the Supervisors. The County Compensation 
Board suggested a 2% salary increase for the county 
auditor, recorder, sheriff, and treasuser. The board then 
held a public hearing and scheduled other hearings.

Current and Upcoming Public Hearings - A public 
hearing was set for April 7, 2025, at 9:00 A.M. for the 
proposed property tax levy, which county residents 
will receive a letter regarding. On March 17 property 
owners in Iowa Township along Youngblood Avenue 
will have their chance to speak on vacating a portion of 
Youngblood Avenue, which would transfer ownership 
of the land to adjacent landowners and remove an aging 
bridge.  A budget amendment for the current fiscal year 
was held, and the board noted that costs were being 
kept down while revenue had increased. 

The next board of supervisors meeting is Monday, 
March 10 at 9:00 A.M. This meeting and past 
meetings can be viewed online at youtube.com/@
wrightcountyiowaofficial8312 “It’s not an either-or 

situation,” he explained, 
emphasizing that none of 
the development projects 
will surpass the city’s debt 
limit. All of the support 
the city is offering to 
the REC Center could 
also be provided by the 
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
School District. The only 
difference is where it 
would affect the taxpayers, 
the town of Clarion, or the 
entire CGD School District 
if the school takes the reins. 

CGD Superintendent 
Joseph Nelson was present 
and vocal about his 
personal and professional 
support for the REC Center. 

School Involvement-  
While the CGD School 
Board of Education has 
expressed support for the 
project, they have not 
earmarked funds for the 
construction of the project. 
With two major additions to 
the school in recent years, a 
bond measure to raise taxes 
in November would be 
required if the school were 
to consider a stake. The 
school and the REC held a 
public workshop in the Fall 
of 2024 and agreed on the 
type of support they could 
offer. 

What the school has 
offered is the use of the High 
School parking lot, outdoor 
security cameras, lawn and 
snow maintenance, and 
rent of $1,800 for use of 
the basketball court after 
school. Superintendent 
Nelson shared that he feels 
the REC Center would be 
an “opportunity center” 
for children in the district, 
offering a safe place for 
students to go after school. 
Current Clarion Fitness 
Director Ben Kenobbie was 
at the workshop as well, 

Rec Center continued from page 1
offering his thoughts when 
asked directly. 

Current Fitness Center 
and Community Impact-  
Concerns were addressed 
regarding how the REC 
Center would partner with 
the current fitness center. 
The Clarion Fitness Center 
is a private nonprofit 
run under the direction 
of a board that has been 
operating successfully for 
twenty years. The nonprofit 
currently does not pay rent 
to the building owner on 
Main Street, furthering the 
low cost of operation. 

Some expressed concern 
that if the Clarion Fitness 
Center were to join the 
REC Center as soon as the 
doors open and the center 
were to fail, it could leave 
the community without a 
gym. Others worried that 
competition between the 
two facilities could weaken 
both. 

“If there’s not a 
governing body financially 
behind this to make sure 
it doesn’t go broke, what 
happens if the private entity 
fails?” one attendee asked.

Organizers emphasized 
their goal of working with 
the fitness center rather 
than competing against it. 
“The only way we’re going 
to move forward with this 
is if we have the current 
fitness center on board 
and working with us, as 
they have been,” Andrew 
Odland noted.

“The fitness center 
board continues to support 
and partner with the REC 
board for the success of 
the community as we have 
since the beginning of the 
project,” Kenobbie shared 
with The Wright County 
Monitor. 

Additionally, questions 

were raised about how 
current fitness center 
members would transition 
to the new facility. 
Discussions indicated that 
efforts would be made to 
ensure a smooth transition 
if the current fitness center 
moved to the REC Center. 

Community Support 
and Next Steps-  A formal 
city council vote of support 
is expected soon, maybe 
before this issue of the 
newspaper is printed, which 
would allow the REC 
Board to begin fundraising 
and grant writing efforts 
again. 

One community member 
expressed confidence in 
raising the remaining funds, 
stating that even with only 
5% of the community 
contributing there is already 
40% of the total pledged. 
He further emphasized that 
“the money is out there” 

especially considering the 
REC Board has a “new plan 
that’s $8.5 million, which 
is a lot less scary number 
than $10.2 million. We’re 
halfway there already!” 

The goal remains to 
complete the project 
without relying on bond 
measures, or the city’s 
direct funding. Some 
community members have 
expressed concern over 
choosing between a fire 
station and a recreational 
center, but city officials 
reassured them that both 
projects are budgeted to 
move forward. 

The community’s 
enthusiasm and an ongoing 
discussion between the city, 
school, the rec board, and 
the current fitness center 
will be key in determining 
the project’s ultimate 
success. 

When asked about a standout achievement, Bill 
humbly stated, “No, not really. But I will say this: 
I always looked forward to coming to work. Talking 
to people, whether it was coworkers or customers, 
was important to me. I always tried to relay messages 
between the company and the customers to improve the 
product we were making.”

Bill attributed much of his long tenure at Hagies to the 
people he worked with. “It was the family atmosphere 
and the people I worked around. Even during 
frustrating times, I always felt treated with respect, and 
I tried to pass that respect along to others,” he said. 
As Bill prepares to retire, he’s thinking about a much 
slower pace of life. “I plan to keep traveling on my bike 
with my son, and occasionally take my wife on trips,” 
he said. “We still enjoy going to the river and out for 
suppers.”

Reflecting on his younger self, Bill shared, “If I 
could give advice to my younger self, I’d say listen 
more to people. When I was younger, I had an attitude 
of knowing more than others, but I realized that a lot 
of times, others knew more than I did. Listening is 
important, especially when you’re in a leadership 
position.” Bill emphasized, “Listen to people. You can 
learn a lot just by talking to them and understanding their 
perspective. I enjoy talking to people, especially when 
I travel. I love sitting down at a table in a restaurant, 
chatting with locals, and learning something new.”

As for family, Bill shared a bit about his loved ones. 
“I have my wife, Donna, who’s been a big part of my 
life. We have two sons, Cory and Kevin. Unfortunately, 
Cory passed away, but Kevin is still with us. We have 
no grandkids—just the three of us now.”

Bill’s hobbies have always been centered around 
motorcycles. “I’ve always loved motorcycles, a passion 
I inherited from my dad,” he said. “My wife and I used 
to take bike trips every summer. We traveled up into 
Canada and along the west coast multiple times. It’s 
something I’ve passed down to my son.”

Finally, when asked what he would have done if not 
working at Hagie, Bill replied, “I probably would have 
gone into flying professionally for an airline. I initially 
thought I’d work for Hagie and build flying hours, but 
due to health concerns, I decided to stay with Hagie and 
not pursue aviation.”

In summing up his career, Bill said simply, 
“It’s been a great career. I’ve loved what 
I’ve done, and I wouldn’t change a thing.”  
You can help Hagie celebrate Bill at the Red Shed on 
March 6. 

Spears 54 Years
continued from page 1

Since knowing is so 
important, we joined 

other newspapers 
in Iowa and also 

publish our public 
notices online.

YOU DON’T KNOW...

You don’t know what

WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICES, 
YOU ARE LEFT GUESSING.

FIND IOWA NOTICES ONLINE AT
www.iowanotices.org
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reading

the lines
with Amanda Rink

Want to Ban Books? Maybe Start with 
Your Child’s Internet History—Because 
Parenting Works Better Than Censorship 

Amanda Rink, 
Editor
“So now do you see why 
books are hated and feared? 
They show the pores in the 
face of life. The comfortable 
people want only wax 
moon faces, poreless, 
hairless, expressionless.” - 
Professor Faber

Libraries have been 
a lifelong love of mine. 
They’ve always been a safe 
space where I can learn, 
grow, and feel at home. I’m 
even writing this column at 
the Clarion Public Library. 

In 2019, I was hired 
as the Technical Services 
Librarian in Belmond, and 
it was probably the best job 
I’ve ever had the pleasure 
of doing. Shortly after my 
youngest daughter was 
born, I briefly served as 
Rowan’s library director. 
No matter where my life 
takes me, being a librarian 
will always be part of my 
identity, even if I’m not 
currently employed as one.   

That is why recent 
legislation, particularly 
discussion about book 
bans under the pretense of 
“protecting children” has 
really bothered me. Now, 
I promised a while ago I 
would keep politics out of 
my column but… I don’t 
feel what I have to say is 
inherently political, really 
I’m only sharing what you 
maybe don’t know about a 
librarian or library’s role in 
society. 

Libraries are for 
everyone. They service 
people at every stage of 
life, from early childhood 
to old age. Librarians 
don’t just manage books, 
they safeguard knowledge, 
protect privacy, and uphold 
the fundamental right 
to read without fear or 
judgment. Literally, it is in 
the Library Bill of Rights. 

But what does this all 
mean in practice? It means 
a librarian could never tell 
anyone what someone else 
checked out last month. 
And that matters more than 
people realize. 

A few scenarios to 
consider… A woman 
quietly leaving an abusive 
relationship wouldn’t want 
her research to be exposed. 
Someone who is struggling 
in private with their mental 
health wouldn’t want their 
list of self-help books 
released.

There are actual 
legal protections in place 
to ensure a patron’s 
borrowing history remains 
confidential. According 
to Iowa Code 22.7(13), 
library records that reveal 
the identity of a patron 
cannot be disclosed without 
a court order. 

Yup, that includes 
minors. Even if a parent 
demands to know what 
their child has checked 
out, a librarian cannot 
legally provide that 
information without proper 
authorization. But two 
pieces of legislation in 
Iowa introduced recently 
threaten these principles. 

House File 274/521 
would repeal the Iowa 
Code that exempts 
educational institutions and 
libraries from obscenity 
laws, meaning libraries 
could be held accountable 
under vague definitions of 
“obscenity”. 

Senate File 347 would 
prohibit public libraries 
from offering any material 
that contains descriptions 
of visual depictions of 
sex acts. The bill states 
that libraries, even entire 
cities since libraries are 
technically city entities, 
could face penalties if 
a librarian “knowingly 
provides obscene material 
to a minor”. 

The problem? Along 
with what librarians have 
time to read every single 
book in the library to know 
the contents, they don’t 
just sit around reading, 
what qualifies as obscene 
is entirely subjective. Suzy 
Knipfel, Director of the 
Hampton Library, voiced 
similar concerns:

“It remains very, very 
vague. It does not give 
libraries any direction to 
go. There is no guidance 
at this point. The main 
premise of it is obscenity-
related materials. And the 
word obscenity or obscene 
is a very vague, subjective 
term. So what I may feel is 
very obscene, you may feel 
is fine.”

If these laws pass, 
libraries would be left to 
consider undefined moral 
standards, with no clear 
guidelines on how to 
proceed. And if they guess 
wrong? Fines. Lawsuits. 
Potential jail time. Are we 
really prepared to throw 
librarians in jail for not 
parenting someone else’s 
child?  

Because here’s the 
thing, it isn’t a librarian’s 
job to decide what someone 
can or cannot read. Parents 
who want to control what 
their children consume have 

every right to do so, but 
that is their responsibility, 
not the government’s. 
If a parent is concerned 
about a book, they should 
be the ones guiding their 
child’s reading choices, not 
dictating what materials are 
available for everyone else. 

And let us be super 
clear, Iowa already 
has safeguards against 
obscenity.  Iowa Code 
728.2 makes it a serious 
misdemeanor for any 
person to distribute or 
display obscene materials 
to those under 18. We can 
assume laws still apply in 
libraries. 

Imagine the absurd 
waste of taxpayer money 
if a librarian were taken 
to court, who would likely 
need a public defender 
because let’s be honest, 
librarians don’t make 
enough to afford their own 
legal representation (that 
is another conversation for 
another day). 

 Imagine a world where 
fear dictates a library’s 
collection, where a single 
complaint can lead to a 
book being pulled because 
someone somewhere found 
it offensive. 

“It really censors 
everybody’s ability,” says 
Knipfel. “What’s obscene 
to one person is not obscene 
to somebody else.”

History has shown 
us what happens when 
government decides what 
people can and cannot 
read. Book bans strip away 
knowledge, diversity, 
and the freedom to think 
critically. 

If lawmakers want 
to protect children from 
explicit material, they 
should be far more 
concerned about the phone 
in a child’s hand, offering 
unrestricted access to all 
kinds of explicit content 
than about a book they can 
pick up at the library. 

The public library 
belongs to everyone, 
regardless of gender, race, 
sexual identity, or age. That 
includes children, even 
if they sometimes check 
out materials their parents 
might not approve of. 

If you want to limit 
what a child reads, that 
responsibility belongs 
to caregivers, not the 
government and not the 
local librarian. 

The simple solution 
to all of this is to require 
parents to read what their 
children are reading. 
Is there a bill for that? 
Probably not, policing what 
people read is silly. Maybe 
just go to the library with 
your kids. 

Amanda Rink is the 
Editor of The Wright County 
Monitor and a children’s 
book author. When she 
isn’t caring for her family, 
writing for the newspaper, 
or avoiding laundry, she 
can be found hiding in the 
woods with a cup of coffee 
and a romance novel.

Over 1,000 Participants Have Benefited 
from Parkinson’s Disease Education
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach delivers ‘A Journey Through 
Parkinson’s Disease’ to Iowans and others

(Photo: Participants in “A Journey Through Parkin-
son’s Disease” workshop.)

Leah Brooke,
Elizabeth Stegemoller,

Parkinson’s disease af-
fects millions of people 
worldwide, bringing chal-
lenges not only to those 
diagnosed but also to their 
families and caregivers. 
Addressing these challeng-
es requires support, edu-
cation and resources that 
empower individuals to live 
fulfilling lives.

That’s why, for more 
than five years, Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach has been deliver-
ing “A Journey Through 
Parkinson’s Disease,” an 
educational series to guide 
participants through the 
complexities of this pro-
gressive neurodegenerative 
disease.

“We now have reached 
over 1,000 participants 
through ‘A Journey 
Through Parkinson’s Dis-
ease.’ This educational 
series has been a beacon 
of hope for many in Iowa 
and across the country,” 
said Leah Brooke, a health 
and human sciences educa-
tor who leads the program 
team.

Improving quality of life 
with support and education

Participants in “A Jour-
ney Through Parkinson’s 
Disease” workshop.The 
program began with a mis-
sion to provide support and 
education to individuals 
living with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease, their caregivers and 

healthcare professionals, 
noted Elizabeth Stegem-
oller, associate professor in 
kinesiology, who conducts 
research on slowing the 
progression of the disease.

“We educate partici-
pants on the disease, offer 
strategies for managing its 
symptoms and provide op-
portunities for people to 
connect with others fac-
ing similar challenges,” 
Stegemoller said.

The goal is simple yet 
profound: to improve the 
quality of life for those af-
fected by Parkinson’s dis-
ease by providing relevant, 
practical information and 
fostering a supportive com-
munity. The program pro-
vides participants with the 
tools and knowledge they 
need to better understand 
Parkinson’s disease and 
navigate its impact on daily 
life.

The 1,000-participant 
mark is a significant mile-
stone for ISU Extension 
and Outreach, Brooke said. 
It reflects not only the pro-
gram’s growth and reach 
but also the increasing de-
mand for support and infor-
mation about Parkinson’s 
disease.

“The program has 
been instrumental in rais-
ing awareness, and this 
milestone underscores the 
importance of ongoing 
education. Reaching 1,000 
participants is a testament 
to the growing recognition 
of the challenges associated 
with Parkinson’s disease 
and the desire for resourc-
es that can help individu-
als live full, happy lives,” 
Brooke said. “This achieve-
ment reflects the program’s 
dedication to providing 
quality education and fos-
tering a sense of commu-
nity among those impacted 
by the disease.”

Over the years, the pro-
gram has included a variety 
of virtual and in-person 
educational offerings, cov-
ering topics such as:

Understanding Parkin-
son’s disease. Participants 
gain in-depth informa-
tion about recognizing the 
symptoms and seeking 
medical care. They also 
learn what to expect when 
visiting a neurologist and 
receiving a diagnosis.

Causes and treatment. 
Participants learn about 
the causes and the science 
behind Parkinson’s disease, 
as well as the treatment op-
tions.

Physical activity and 
wellness. Participants learn 
about alternatives for thera-
pies and at-home activities 
that can help manage symp-

toms and improve quality 
of life.

Fostering a sense of 
community

“The feedback from 
participants has been over-
whelmingly positive. Many 
have praised the program 
for its comprehensive ap-
proach, which not only pro-
vides valuable medical and 
scientific information but 
also emphasizes the emo-
tional and psychological as-
pects of living with Parkin-
son’s disease. For many, the 
program has been a lifeline, 
offering not just education, 
but a sense of belonging 
to a community that un-
derstands their struggles,” 
Brooke explained.

Testimonies from par-
ticipants highlight how the 
program has changed their 
lives. One caregiver said 
the knowledge and coping 
strategies gained through 
the program helped them 
become a more effective 
and empathetic caregiver. 
Another participant, newly 
diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s, expressed how the 
program helped them un-
derstand the disease better, 
increasing confidence and 
clarity in managing symp-
toms.

“Reaching the mile-
stone of 1,000 participants 
is a stepping stone toward 
further growth and inno-
vation in the program. ISU 
Extension and Outreach is 
committed to continuing its 
efforts to expand its reach, 
refine its offerings and 
adapt to the evolving needs 
of those affected by Parkin-
son’s disease,” Brooke said.

As the program moves 
forward, it remains focused 
on its mission: to empower 
those living with Parkin-
son’s disease and to en-
sure that every participant 
knows they are not alone in 
their journey.

“We want to ensure that 
individuals and families af-
fected by this challenging 
disease receive the infor-
mation, resources and emo-
tional support they need to 
navigate their journey with 
confidence,” Brooke said.

Upcoming in-person 
and virtual offerings of 
“A Journey Through Par-
kinson’s Disease,” as well 
as outreach and research 
opportunities, are listed 
on the Health and Human 
Sciences Extension and 
Outreach website. For more 
information about the pro-
gram, contact Leah Brooke, 
lbrooke@iastate.edu. To 
learn about research oppor-
tunities, contact Elizabeth 
Stegemoller, esteg@iastate.
edu.

Since knowing is so important, 
we joined other newspapers in 
Iowa and publish our public 
notices online.
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Legal notices

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Drew P. Trusty

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR Wright COUNTY

IN THE MATTER
OF THE ESTATE OF

DREW P. TRUSTY, Deceased
CASE NO. ESPR017680

NOTICE OF PROOF OF WILL 
WITHOUT ADMINISTRATION

To All Persons Interested in the 
Estate of Drew P. Trusty, Deceased, 
who died on or about on October 
13, 2024:

You are hereby notified that on 
02/10/2025, the last will and testa-
ment of Drew P. Trusty, deceased, 
bearing a date of September 25, 
2024, was admitted to probate in 
the above named court and there 
will be no present administration of 
the estate. Any action to set aside 
the will must be brought in the dis-

trict court of the county within the 
later to occur of four months from 
the date of the second publication 
of this notice or one month from the 
date of mailing of this notice to all 
heirs of the decedent and devisees 
under the will whose identities are 
reasonably ascertainable, or there-
after be forever barred.
Dated on 02/10/2025.
Terri Trusty, Proponent
Attorney for estate:
Philip M. Johnson, ICIS#: 
AT0014857
216 North Commercial Ave
PO Box 109
Eagle Grove, IA 50533
Phil@Johnsonslawfirm.com
Date of second publication 6th Day 
of March, 2025.

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Thurs. Feb. 27 & March 6, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Todd S. Hilpipre

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR WRIGHT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF

TODD S. HILPIPRE
ESPR017683

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATOR AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
To all persons interested in the 

Estate of Todd S. Hilpipre, de-
ceased, who died on or about Janu-
ary 28, 2025:

You are hereby notified that on 
02/17/2025, the undersigned was 
appointed Administrator of the es-
tate.

Notice is hereby given that all 
persons indebted to the estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and credi-
tors having claims against the es-
tate shall file them with the Clerk of 
the above-named District Court, as 

provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed 
by the later to occur of four months 
from the date of second publication 
of this notice or one month from the 
date of mailing of this notice (unless 
otherwise allowed or paid) a claim 
is thereafter forever barred.
Dated this 19th day of February, 
2025.
Attorney for the Administrator
THE JOHNSON LAW FIRM, PLC
BY:   Philip M. Johnson
Attorney for Estate     
216 N. Commercial Ave, 
PO Box 109
Eagle Grove, IA 50533
Administrator of the Estate
Angela Hilpipre
2129 Hancock Ave
Clarion, IA 50525
Date of Second Publication 6th day 
of March, 2025

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Thurs. Feb. 27 & March 6, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Plaintiff vs Estate of Richard D. Taylor

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR WRIGHT COUNTY

CITIBANK, N.A., NOT IN ITS INDI-
VIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY 

AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF THE 
NEW RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 

LOAN TRUST 2019-4,
Plaintiff, vs.

THE ESTATE OF
RICHARD D. TAYLOR,

BARBARA SMITH,
IOWA DEPARTMENT

OF REVENUE,
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,
PARTIES IN POSSESSION, AND

All Unknown claimants, and all Per-
sons Unknown Claiming any Right, 
Title or Interest in and to the follow-
ing described real estate situated in 
Wright County, Iowa, to wit:
LOTS 1 AND 2, IN BLOCK 11, 
TOWN OF ROWAN, WRIGHT 
COUNTY, IOWA, AND ALL KNOWN 
AND UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS 
AND ALL PERSONS KNOWN 
OR UNKNOWN CLAIMING ANY 
RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST AND 
ALL OF THEIR HEIRS, SPOUSES, 
ASSIGNS, GRANTEES, LEGA-
TEES, DEVISEES AND ALL OF 
THE ABOVE NAMED DEFEN-
DANTS, Defendants.

CASE NO. EQCV025347
ORIGINAL NOTICE
FOR PUBLICATION

TO THE ABOVE-
NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

You are notified that a petition has 
been filed in the office of the clerk of 
this court, naming you as a defen-
dant in this action, for foreclosure 
of the property legally described 
as: LOTS 1 AND 2, IN BLOCK 
11, TOWN OF ROWAN, WRIGHT 
COUNTY, IOWA (Mortgaged Prem-
ises) due to a default in making con-
tractual payments on a promissory 
note; for judgment in rem against 
the mortgaged premises for the 
principal amount of $16,057.28 plus 
interest as provided in the Note and 
as may have been subsequently 
adjusted thereafter, fees, costs, and 
attorney’s fees, for a declaration of 
the sum due as a lien on the prem-
ises, a declaration that the mort-
gage is prior and superior to all of 
the other liens on the property, for 
a special execution to issue for sale 
of the Mortgaged Premises at sher-
iff’s sale, for the issuance of a writ of 
possession, for a appointment of a 
receiver upon plaintiff’s application, 
and for such further relief the Court 
deems just and equitable.

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS 
SEE THE PETITION NOW CON-
TAINED IN THE COURT FILE 
NOTICE THE PLAINTIFF HAS 
ELECTED FORECLOSURE WITH-
OUT REDEMPTION. THIS MEANS 
THAT THE SALE OF THE MORT-
GAGED PROPERTY WILL OC-
CUR PROMPTLY AFTER ENTRY 
OF JUDGMENT UNLESS YOU 
FILE WITH THE COURT A WRIT-
TEN DEMAND TO DELAY THE 

SALE. IF YOU FILE A WRITTEN 
DEMAND, THE SALE WILL BE DE-
LAYED UNTIL THREE MONTHS 
FROM ENTRY OF JUDGMENT IF 
THE MORTGAGED PROPERTY IS 
YOUR RESIDENCE AND IS A ONE-
FAMILY OR TWO-FAMILY DWELL-
ING OR UNTIL TWO MONTHS 
FROM ENTRY OF JUDGMENT IF 
THE MORTGAGED PROPERTY 
IS NOT YOUR RESIDENCE OR 
IS YOUR RESIDENCE BUT NOT 
A ONE-FAMILY OR TWO-FAMILY 
DWELLING. YOU WILL HAVE NO 
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION AFTER 
THE SALE. THE PURCHASER AT 
THE SALE WILL BE ENTITLED 
TO IMMEDIATE POSSESSION OF 
THE MORTGAGED PROPERTY. 
YOU MAY PURCHASE AT THE 
SALE.

IF YOU DO NOT FILE A WRIT-
TEN DEMAND TO DELAY THE 
SALE AND IF THE MORTGAGED 
PROPERTY IS YOUR RESI-
DENCE AND IS A ONE-FAMILY OR 
TWO-FAMILY DWELLING, THEN A 
DEFICIENCY JUDGMENT WILL 
NOT BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU. IF YOU DO FILE A WRITTEN 
DEMAND TO DELAY THE SALE, 
THEN A DEFICIENCY JUDGMENT 
MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU IF THE PROCEEDS FROM 
THE SALE OF THE MORTGAGED 
PROPERTY ARE INSUFFICIENT 
TO SATISFY THE AMOUNT OF 
THE MORTGAGED DEBT AND 
COSTS.

IF THE MORTGAGED PROP-
ERTY IS NOT YOUR RESIDENCE 
OR IS NOT A ONE-FAMILY OR 
TWO-FAMILY DWELLING, THEN 
A DEFICIENCY JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU 
WHETHER OR NOT YOU FILE A 
WRITTEN DEMAND TO DELAY 
THE SALE.

You are further notified that un-
less you serve and, within a reason-
able time thereafter, file a motion or 
answer on or before April 2, 2025 
in the Iowa District Court for Wright 
County, Iowa, at the Courthouse in 
Clarion, Iowa, judgment by default 
will be rendered against you for the 
relief demanded in the Petition.

This case has been filed in a 
county that utilizes electronic filing. 
Please review Iowa Court Rules 
Chapter 16 for general rules and 
information on electronic filing and 
division VI of Chapter 16 regarding 
the protection of personal informa-
tion in court filings.

If you need assistance to partici-
pate in court due to a disability, call 
the disability coordinator at 641-
421-0990. Persons who are hearing 
or speech impaired may call Relay 
Iowa TTY (1-800-735-2942). Dis-
ability coordinators cannot provide 
legal advice.

IMPORTANT: YOU ARE
ADVISED TO SEEK

LEGAL ADVICE AT ONCE
TO PROTECT YOUR INTERESTS.

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Thurs. Feb. 27 March 6 & 13, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Board of Supervisors Feb. 18, 2025 Minutes
February 18, 2025

The Board of Supervisors met 
as Drainage District Trustees. To 
view the minutes from the drainage 
meeting, see the Drainage District 
minutes on the County website.

Chairman Pro Tem Kluss called 
the regular meeting of the Wright 
County Board of Supervisors to or-
der at 9:02 a.m. Members present 
were Kluss, Bosch, and Loux with 
Ellis and Rasmussen present via 
zoom.

Motion by Bosch and seconded 
by Loux to approve the tentative 
agenda. Motion carries.

Minutes of the previous regular 
meeting of February 10, 2025 were 
read and approved.

Approved claims for payment.
Adam Clemons, Wright County 

Engineer, gave an update on the 
current bridge construction and 
Secondary Roads department.

The Board discussed the mental 
health data release. It was suggest-
ed that they visit with the County 
Attorney to decide what information 
should be released.

Motion by Loux and seconded by 
Bosch to adjourn the meeting. Mo-
tion carries.
Dean Kluss, Chairman Pro Tem
Wright County Board of Supervisors
Deb Nesheim, Wright County Dep-
uty Auditor

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Thurs. March 6, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
CGD Bargaining District Response Proposal

 The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows CSD 
and CGDEA meet on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25, 2025. Attending the meet-
ing was Troy Seaba, Elizabeth Sev-
erson, Craig Warnke, Megan Ring, 
Loren Lienemann, Jenny Smith, 
Rachel Sido, Wright County Moni-
tor Editor Amanda Rink, Superin-
tendent Joe Nelson, Elementary 
Principal Jared Carder, and Board 
Secretary Anita Frye.
 President Seaba called the meet-
ing to order at 1:00 P.M.
 President Seaba led the group in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Open Forum:  No one addressed 
the board.
 Motion by Ring to Approve the 
Agenda. Second by Severson. Mo-
tion carried 4-0.
Superintendent Nelson delivered 
the CGD District Response and Ini-
tial Proposal as follows.
1. Proposal for a one-year contract 
with an increase of 5% on Salaries.
The district acknowledges the im-
portance of competitive wages in 
today’s education atmosphere. The 
district has strived to compensate 
employees in a manner that shows 
appreciation for their dedication and 
hard work.
 In response to CGDEA proposal, 
the district will not be able to meet 
the request for a 5% increase in 

wages, as the district will not be re-
ceiving new money based are the 
2%-2.25% SSA increase being dis-
cussed in the legislation.
 The district would like to coun-
teroffer with a proposed two-year 
contract with a first-year average in-
crease of 2.65%, that would include 
bringing the required salaries to 
the $50,000 and $62,000 minimum 
for employees, and the rest of the 
employees receiving a flat dollar in-
crease of $1600.00.
 The second-year average in-
crease of 2.49%, that would in-
clude bringing minimum salaries of 
$50,000 and $62,000 for employ-
ees it pertains to, and the rest of the 
employees receiving a flat dollar 
increase of $1500.00.
 Thus, making the two-year pack-
age increase of 5.06%.
 If we can agree to the two-year 
package increase of 5.06% the 
district is willing to subtract one day 
from the required days of 191 con-
tract days to 190 contract days.
Motion by Ring to Adjourn Open 
Negotiation Session. Second by 
Severson. Motion carried 4-0.
 Open Meeting adjourned at 1:04 
P.M. and the CGD District Team and 
CGDEA Team moved into exempt 
session.
Anita Frye, Board Secretary

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Thurs. March 6, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Thomas King

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT
IN AND FOR WRIGHT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF

THOMAS KING, Deceased.
CASE NO. ESPR017675

NOTICE OF PROOF OF WILL
WITHOUT ADMINISTRATION

 To All Persons Interested in the 
Estate of Thomas King, Deceased, 
who died on or about December 2, 
2024:
 You are hereby notified that on 
January 24, 2025, the Last Will 
and Testament of Thomas King, 
deceased, bearing date of April 27, 
2022 , was admitted to probate in 
the above-named court and that 
SheRee Wharton was appointed 
Executor of the estate. Any action to 
set aside the will must be brought in 
the district court of said county with-
in the later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month from 
the date of mailing of this notice to 
all heirs of the decedent and devi-
sees under the will whose identities 

are reasonably ascertainable, or 
thereafter be forever barred.
 Notice is further given that all 
persons indebted to the estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and credi-
tors having claims against the es-
tate shall file them with the clerk of 
the above named district court, as 
provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed 
by the later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month from 
the date of mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or paid) 
a claim is thereafter forever barred.
SheRee Wharton, 
Executor of Estate
301 S Garfield St
Dows, IA 50071
Lynn Collins Seaba, Attorney for 
Executor
Seaba Law Office PLC
503 N Main St
PO Box 68
Goldfield, IA 50542

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Thurs. March 6 & 13, 2025

Legals are your right to know!

Courthouse news
BIRTHS

Crew Everett Block was 
born on February 17, 2025, to 
Alexandria and Dylan Block 
of Belmond.

Willow Ebony Alana 
Barker was born on February 
19, 2025, to Evangeline 
Magana of Mason City.

Anderson Nicolas Terraza-
Chavez was born on February 
20, 2025, to Ana Chavez 
Guzaro of Webster City.

Onyx William McElroy was 
born on February 20, 2025, to 
Morgan Walsh of Fort Dodge.

Selena Reign Olson was 
born on February 20, 2025, 
to Nicole and Cody Olson of 
Mason City.

Everrest Danny Harris was 
born on February 21, 2025, 
to Makinzie Hinkel-Valley of 
Jewell.

Lihanco Imanuel Botha was 
born on February 21, 2025, to 
Anna Botes and Imanuel Botha 
of Kanawha.

Ariella Lynn Dannen was 
born on February 22, 2025, 
to Haley Matthew Dannen of 
Clear Lake.

Callum Kingsley Asklund 
was born on February 22, 
2025, to Alli Borer of Webster 
City.

Arlo Gabriel Nieves 
Gonzalez was born on 
February 23, 2025, to Rochelle 
Gonzalez Serra and Arnold 
Nieves Irizarry of Dows.

Nylea Rose Sylvester was 
born on February 23, 2025, to 
Keanna Sylvester of Mason 
City.

Lawson Levern Hambly 
was born on February 23, 
2025, to Shelby Goepel of 
Kanawha.

Sutton Ann Schneider was 
born on February 23, 2025, to 
Allison and Alec Schneider of 
Ogden.

Annya Lisveth Gomez 
Guzman was born on February 
24, 2025, to Rosa Guzman 
Hernandez of Eagle Grove.

Hank Charles Anderson 
was born on February 24, 
2025, to Heather and Ethan 
Anderson of Clarion.
DEATHS

Phillip Delaney Trusty of 
Eagle Grove died on February 
21, 2025, at the age of 87.

Ronald Dean Herrington of 
Humboldt died on February 
23, 2025, at the age of 91.

Sharon Lee Fischer 
(Cleveland) of Eagle Grove 
died on February 26, 2025, at 
the age of 88.

William Kenneth Baker of 
Eagle Grove died on February 
26, 2025, at the age of 93.
MARRIAGE

Shane Neighbor, 22, 
of Center Point, was wed 
to Natalie Kirstein, 22, of 
Clarion, on February 15, 2025.
PRoPERTy TRAnSfERS

Warranty deed - town lot: 
Linder Rachel J to Baker 
Bianca A - EG First Railway 
Addn Blk 42 Lot 5 E 80’ 
of S 15’,  EG First Railway 
Addn Blk 42 Lot 6 E 80’ 
of E 80’, Linder, Rachel J 
000013261004609455 ; 25-
238. Related Documents: 
Contracts Town Lot - 16-1192, 
02-004. 

Warranty deed - town lot: 
Crawford Jon W, Crawford 
Diane A to Crawford Jon W 
Life Estate, Crawford Diane 
A Life Estate, Bonin Rachel 
D, Lidel Jennifer A - Belm 
Country Club Estates Addn 
Blk 2 Lot 4; 25-247. 

Warranty deed - town lot: 
Jackson Gary, Jackson Duane, 
Jackson Vicki, Jackson David, 
Vasquez Michael, Vasquez 
Michelle to Roberts Timothy 
- Rown Emerson’s Addn Blk 1 
Lot 4 E 1/2; 25-250. 

Warranty deed - land deed: 
Johnson Edwin G to Johnson 
Edwin G Trustee, Johnson 
Edwin G Revocable Trust, 
Edwin G Johnson Revocable 
Trust - 31-93-24 NW Tract in 
NE 1/4, 24-93-25 NE E 1/2, 
24-93-25 SE NE 1/4 Expect 
Tract, 24-93-25 SE Tract in 
NW 1/4, Johnson, Edwin EP 2 
000006649004612824.

Quit claim deed - land deed: 
Schincke Glenda L, Schincke 
Merlin D to Schincke Merlin 
D Trustee, Schincke Glenda 
L Trustee, Schincke Merlin 
Living Trust, Schincke Glenda 
Living Trust, Merlin and 
Glenda Schincke Living Trust 
- 31-90-25 NE Tracts, 13-9.-
26 Parcel D in S 1/2, 22-90-26 
NE Tract in N 1/2, M Schincke 
000018343004610191; 25-
255.

Quit claim deed - land deed: 
Graeve Larry J, Graeve Kathy 
S to KLMT 2 LLC - 16-92-24 
NE Lot 1 Wilson Sub & Lot 
1 & 2, 16-92-24 S 100’ Lot 
A Lake View 1 Sub, Graeve 
2 000015251004613006; 25-
257.

Quit claim deed - land 
deed: Jensen Kayla A, 
Schwitchtenber Kayla A 
to Schwichtenberg Tanner 
J - 5-91-23 NE Parcel A in 

SW 1/4, Schwichtenberg 
Quit Claim 2.14.25 
000013773004614171; 25-
262.

Warranty deed - town lot: 
Wright Paul L, Wright Cathy 
to Salazar Ruiz Mayra L, Ruiz 
Salazar Mayra L, Reyna Diaz 
Arturo, Diaz Reyna Arturo - 
EG Hewett’s First Addn Blk 3 
Lot 2; 25-263.

Warranty deed - town 
lot: Mosaic to Munez Calles 
Reynaldo, Calles Munez 
Reynaldo, Cruz Falcon 
Cynthia, Falcon Cruz Cynthia 
- CLAR McKay’s Addn Blk 8 
Lot 5, CLAR McKay’s Addn 
Blk 8 Lot 6; 25-264.

Affidavit transfer: Southard 
Mark R to Southard Raynard 
H, Southard Raynard H Life 
Estate, Southard Mark R, 
Johnson Debra J, Southard 
Raynard H Estate - CLAR 
Schoolview Addn Blk 5 Lot 
21, CLAR Schoolview Addn 
Blk 5 Lot 22 W 22’, Aff Of 
Death Terminating Life Estate; 
25-241.

Affidavit transfer: Nielsen 
Ramona D to Nielsen Marvin 
R - 32-93-25 N 1/2 of S 1/2, 
Aff Of Surviving Spouse For 
Chang Of Title To Real Estate; 
25-244.

Affidavit transfer; 
Berneman Julie R to Wenzel 
Mildred V, Wenzel Mildred V 
Life Estate, Janssen Barbara 
A, Mccloud Charles L, 
Hutchinson Peggy S, Barkema 
Mark W, Tschumper Lynette 
J, Berneman Julie R - 11-93-
23 NW S & E Of RR Row, 
Affidavit Terminating Life 
Estate; 25-245.

Affidavit transfer: 
Berneman Julie R to Wenzel 
Mildred V, Wenzel George F, 
Wenzel Mildred V Life Estate, 
Wenzel George F Life Estate, 
Barkema Nancy J, Barkema 
Mark W, Janssen Barbara 
A, Mccloud Charles L, 
Hutchinson Peggy S, Barkema 
Mark W, Tschumper Lynette J, 
Bereneman Julie R- 11-93-23 
W 1/2 Lying N & W Of RR 
Row, Affidavit Terminating 
Life Estate; 25-246

Affidavit transfer: Jackon 
Gary L to Jackson Delores 
May, Taylor Delores May, 
Jackson Jim M - ROWN 
Emerson’s Addn Blk 1 Lot 4 
E 1/2, Affidavit For Change Of 
Title To Real Estate; 25-248. 

Affidavit transfer: Jackson 
Gary to Jackson Jim M, 
Jackson Gary, Jackson Duane, 
Jackson David, Vasquez 

Diane, Vasquez Michael, 
Vasquez Michelle - ROWN 
Emerson’s Addn Blk 1 Lot 4 
E 1/2, Affidavit - Transfer Of 
Title; 25-249.

Affidavit transfer: 
Bradshaw Bruce A to Bradshaw 
Farms LP, Bradshaw Bruce A 
Trustee, Bradshaw Bruce A 
Revocable Trust, Bradshaw 
Farms LLLP - 36-92-24 SW 
N 1/2 Except Parcel B, CLAR 
Mckays’s Addn Blk 3 Lot 16 
N 32’, CLAR Mckays’s Addn 
Blk 3 Lot 17 N 32’, CLAR 
Mckays’s Addn Blk 3 Lot 18 E 
11’ Of N 32’, CLAR Mckays’s 
Addn Blk 3 Lot 13, CLAR 
Mckays’s Addn Blk 3 Lot 14, 
CLAR Mckays’s Addn Blk 3 
Lot 15, CLAR Mckays’s Addn 
Blk 3 Lot 16 S 90’, CLAR 
Mckays’s Addn Blk 3 Lot 17 
S 90’, CLAR Mckays’s Addn 
Blk 3 Lot 18 S 90’, CLAR 
Walnut Grove Addn Blk 16 
Lot 5 & S 1/2 Of Alley Adj On 
N, CLAR Walnut Grove Addn 
Blk 16 Lot 6 & S 1/2 Of Alley 
Adj On N, CLAR Walnut 
Grove Addn Blk 16 Lot 1 & N 
1/2 Of Alley Abutting, CLAR 
Walnut Grove Addn Blk 16 Lot 
2 & N 1/2 Of Alley Abutting, 
CLAR Walnut Grove Addn 
Blk 16 Lot 3 & N 1/2 Of 
Alley Abutting, 2797800-006 
000006617004612787 Aff 
Change Of Title; 25-256.
TIckETS

Eugene Plucci of Mayfield 
HTS, Oh, speeding 55 or under 
zone (6 thru 10 over).

Lily Ann Paredes of Eagle 
Grove, IA, speeding 55 or 
under zone (11 thru 15 over).

Riley James seed of 
Lakeville, MN, speeding over 
55 zone (11 thru15 over).

Maribel Tobias Ortiz of 
Omaha, NE, speeding over 55 
zone (16 thru20 over).

Ryan John Bemrich of 
Coralville, IA, speeding 55 or 
under zone (21 or over).

Keren Lyssa de Moraes 
Pontes of Badger, IA, speeding 
55 or under zone (16 thru 20 
over).

Dominick Shea of Eagle 
Grove, IA, operating non-
registered vehicle.

Salvador Haroutunian of 
Clarion, IA, operation without 
registration card or plate.

Duane Scott Courtney of 
Tulsa, OK, speeding 55 or 
under zone (11 thru 15 over).

Hannah Erika Wallace of 
Webster City, IA, speeding 55 
or under zone (6 thru 10 over).

Kayson M Manson of Eagle 

Grove, IA, speeding 55 or 
under zone (1 thru 5 over).

Nathan Taylor Schoo of 
Eagle Grove, IA, speeding 55 
or under zone (6 thru 10 over).

Claire Ann Garton of 
Denver, CO, speeding over 55 
zone (11 thru15 over).

Mick Zawadi Shearer of 
Austin, MN, failure to provide 
proof of financial liability.

Juan A Zamora Coyan of 
Eagle Grove, IA, no valid 
drivers license.

Reinier Valiente Landa of 
Houston, TX, speeding 55 or 
under zone (16 thru 20 over).

Candy Sue Hanus of 
Goldfield, IA, failure to 
provide proof of financial 
liability.

Heberardo Martinez-Alvara 
of Belmond, IA, failure to 
maintain or use safety belts – 
Adu.

Jesse Joseph Buechler of 
Fargo, ND, speeding 55 or 
under zone (21 or over).

Brito Chavez Feliciana 
Claudia of Webster City, IA, 
speeding 55 or under zone (11 
thru 15 over).

Brito Chavez Feliciana 
Claudia of Webster City, IA, 
no valid drivers license.

Gabriel Maurcio Munguia 
Pacheco of Hampton, IA, no 
valid drivers license.

Mayerling del Carmen 
Perez Guanipa of Fort Dodge, 
IA, speeding 55 or under zone 
(11 thru 15 over).

Rachel Mary Zwiefel of 
Garner, IA, speeding over 55 
zone (1 thru 5 over).

Cory Michael Heginger of 
Mason City, IA, speeding 55 
or under zone (1 thru 5 over).

Zachery Ryan Heiden of 
Belmond, IA, dark window or 
windshield.

Juan Francisco Vasquez 
Acabal of Belmond, IA, no 
valid drivers license.

Rafael de Jesus Vazquez 
Estrada of Belmond, IA, 
speeding 55 or under zone (6 
thru 10 over).

Alejandra Yanet Padilla of 
Clarion, IA, operation without 
registration card or plate.

Jesse Alan Winter of 
Rowan, IA, dark window or 
windshield.

Brent Alan Schipper of 
Ankeny, IA, speeding over 55 
zone (16 thru20 over).

Saylar Marie Palluck Meyer 
of Algona, IA, speeding 55 or 
under zone (6 thru 10 over).

Jeremy James Cash of 
Duluth, MN, speeding over 55 

zone (6 thru 10 over).
Than Win Aung of Saint 

Paul, MN, speeding over 55 
zone (11 thru15 over).

Brady Keith Fettkether of 
Aurora, IA, operating non-
registered vehicle.

Brady Keith Fettkether of 
Aurora, IA, failure to maintain 
or use safety belts – Adu.

Miranda Lois Blanck of 
Osseo, MN, speeding over 55 
zone (16 thru20 over).

Ethan William Dirks of 
Belmond, IA, speeding 55 or 
under zone (1 thru 5 over).

Shelly Ann Bauer of Garner, 
IA, speeding 55 or under zone 
(6 thru 10 over).

Piper Kassidy Schlichting 
of Belmond, IA, dark window 
or windshield.

Christa Marie Grubb of 
East Bethel, MN, speeding 
over 55 zone (11 thru15 over).

Austin Jon Reinsel of 
Webster City, IA, expired 
registration.

Karla Margarita Arteaga 
of Marshalltown, IA, window 
tint.

Selvin D de Leon Cotrez of 
Goldfield, IA, failure to have 
valid Licenseor permit while.

Selvin D de Leon Cotrez 
of Goldfield, IA, operation 
without registration.

Stephanie Jean Sokol of 
Thornton, IA, excessive speed 
6 thru 10.

Christian Medinilla Castro 
of Humboldt, IA, no drivers 
license.

Nicole serenity Menke of 
Eagle Grove, IA, failure to 
yield on left turn.

Morgan Mackenzy Prouty 
of Eagle Grove, IA, speeding 1 
thru 5 over.

Jorge Orozco Cobian of 
Eagle Grove, IA, no drivers 
license.

Jorge Orozco Cobian of 
Eagle Grove, IA, vehicles 
entering stop or yield 
intersection.
SMAll clAIMS

LVNV FUNDING LLC 
V. BETTY SCHAFFER, 
judgment for the plaintiff in 
the amount of $2,147.38, plus 
7.22% interest from 11/07/24 
and $95.00 in court costs.

DISCOVER BANK VS 
TWIME MWAKILUMA, 
judgment for the plaintiff in 
the amount of $5078.48, plus 
7.22% interest from 12/30/24 
and $95.00 in court costs.

TD BANK USA, N.A. 
V. RACHEL KELLEY. case 
dismissed without prejudice.
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The View From HereThe Thompson Times
Senator Dennis Guth,
R-Klemme

The big issue in the news 
this week was the passage 
of Senate File 418. SF418 
removes the phrase “gen-
der identity” from the list of 
protected classes in the Civil 
Rights code. This means the 
code protects only traits that 
are unchangeable (sex, race, 
etc.) or are protected by the 
Constitution (religion).

There are already 28 
states that don’t have gender 
identity in their Civil Rights 
code, and Iowa now joins 
them. As I was discussing 
this bill with another sena-
tor, we agreed that perhaps 
we should just get rid of the 
Civil Rights code and go 
back to “all people are cre-
ated equal” as our standard. 
SF 418 also defines the word 
“sex” as being either male or 
female as observed or clini-
cally verified at birth. It also 
defines male, female, mother 
and father.

One motivation for doing 
this is that the court had a 
hard time reconciling bills to 
protect women’s sports and 
keeping biological men out 
of women’s restrooms while 
gender identity was protected 
in our code. Removal of gen-
der identity helps us protect 
women and children.

The left was truly out-
raged by this legislation and 
showed up in full costume to 
protest loud and profanely. 
We had a lot of security pres-
ent and it was certainly an 
interesting day.

SF 8 is a bill that prohibits 
a school board from taking 
disciplinary action against 
an employee or student who 
uses a student’s legal name 
or refuses to use a preferred 
pronoun.

A small issue, but a big 
deal for residents of a nurs-
ing home, is SF 255 which 
changes the personal needs 
allowance from $50 to $65. 

The crowd protesting SF 418
This means that residents 
on Medicare will have a few 
more dollars to spend on per-
sonal items each month. This 
bill still has a long ways to 
go, but I am hopeful it will 
be passed this session and 
provide more discretionary 
funds for residents of a nurs-
ing home.

My newsletter reporting 
may seem brief because I just 
returned Wednesday, Febru-
ary 26th from an 8 day tour 
to Israel. It was an amazing 
trip. We visited Jerusalem, 
the Dead Sea, Tiberius, and 
the Sea of Galilee, and many 
more places mentioned in the 
Bible. Our tour guide grew 
up just blocks from where 
the Virgin Mary’s parents 
lived. All of the locations 
mentioned in the Bible are 
so close together. Jerusalem 
is in a bowl, surrounded by 
mountains. From the Mount 
of Olives you can see the 
Temple/Wailing wall, the 
Garden of Gethsemane, the 
route that Jesus carried His 
cross (Via Dolorosa) and so 

much more. We never had a 
concern about security. We 
heard F-16 fighter jets zoom 
overhead and found out they 
do regular patrols, so even 
that was comforting.

If you have been think-
ing of visiting Israel, now is 
a great time to go. Places we 
pulled into would normally 
have 15 busses in the parking 
lot at the height of tourism. 
Last week they only had two. 
The country’s economy lives 
on tourism and the Israelis 
were so happy to welcome 
visitors after an 18 month 
absence.

I will be holding town 
hall meetings on March 8th 
in Clarion at the Library at 
10:00 AM and in the Hum-
boldt City Hall at 12:30 PM.

I will also have forums in 
Hancock County on March 
15. Time and place is still be-
ing determined.

This week was a reminder 
that doing the right thing 
sometimes does not appear 
popular, but pursuing truth is 
always the right thing to do.

Representative 
Mark Thompson, 
House District 56 
 Our Majestic Capitol has 
many Stories to Tell this 
Week. 
 The Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation treated those at the 
Capitol to a great breakfast. 
Mary Greiman from Han-
cock County was at the Cat-
tlemen’s Breakfast.
Subcommittee for HF463
 I was able to chair the 
subcommittee for the bill I 
wrote regarding an enhanced 
multi-disciplinary Human 
Trafficking force. It goes to 
full committee this coming 
week to make it through fun-
nel week.
 Teresa Davidson, CEO 
and co-founder of Chains 
Interrupted visited the Capi-
tol. Teresa has been instru-
mental in helping so many 
trafficked victims and being 
an advocate for ways to treat 
and help our most vulner-
able. Her wisdom has helped 
me in drafting legislation.
 This past week our Capi-
tol and those working there 
experienced citizens exercis-
ing their right to free speech 
in the form testifying before 
the judiciary committee and 
public protest. Many were 
voicing their opinions for 
and against removing gender 
identity from the Iowa Code. 
As with other legislation 
that has come to the floor, 
its portrayal in the media is 
more often subjective, lack-
ing both accuracy and con-
text. Thus, clarification is 
provided.
This Bill Will Not Protect:
• Use of public bathrooms, 
dressing rooms, and showers 
designated for the opposite 
sex
• Biological males gaining 
access to prison cells, home-
less shelters, domestic abuse 
shelters, and other spaces 
designated for females
• Biological males partici-
pating in sports designated 
for females, taking away 
women’s opportunity to par-
ticipate on the team and do 
so safely and fairly.
• Free sex reassignment 
surgeries or hormone treat-
ments paid for by the taxpay-
ers. 
 McKinley Bailey - Ex-
ecutive Director of Building 
Families Early Childhood 
Area. Building Families fi-
nancially helps several of 
District 56 preschools to 
include Belmond-Klemme 
Preschool, Clarion Pre-
school and Gilmore City-
Bradgate Preschool. McKin-
ley came to the Capitol to 
discuss funding changes that 
may affect their ability to fi-
nancially help the schools.
Quick Review of More 
Legislation
Improving Our Foster Care 
System

 One of the caucus priori-
ties we entered session with 
was to ensure Iowa laws are 
protecting our youth and set-
ting them up for success in 
life.
 We must make sure that 
we are supporting children 
born into tough situations.
 This week, the House 
Health and Human Services 
Committee passed multiple 
bills to support children in 
foster care and to help foster 
parents support children in 
their care.
 House File 374 allows 
for DHHS and foster parents 
to consent to routine medi-
cal care for a child placed 
in their care. This will help 
ensure children have access 
to the health care they need.
 House Study Bill 146 
appropriates $275,000 for 
additional Department of 
Health and Human Services 
employees focused on find-
ing relatives for children 
placed in foster care, and 
provides additional emphasis 
on foster parents that have 
cared for the child for at least 
nine months in determining 
custody. This will hopefully 
provide more stability for the 
child in foster care.
 House Study Bill 215 al-
lows for expedited kinship 

licensure. The bill defines 
fictive kin as an adult who is 
not a relative of a child but 
who has an emotionally pos-
itive significant relationship 
with the child or the child’s 
family. This aims to use the 
child’s existing support sys-
tem to provide the care they 
need and improve their well-
being.  
 Recently, the Iowa House 
unanimously passed two 
bills to support veterans.
 House File 175 opens 
up in-state tuition at Iowa’s 
community colleges and 
regent universities for all 
veterans, their spouses, and 
their dependents. Veterans 
often do not have a single 
place of residency and this 
bill helps support those vet-
erans and their loved ones 
seeking an education and 
attracting high quality indi-
viduals to Iowa.
 House File 250 comes 
from the Iowa Department of 
Veterans Affairs to update a 
legislative report to be based 
on the fiscal year, rather than 
calendar year, and to provide 
oversight over the training 
of county executive direc-
tors and administrators by 
the commandant of the Iowa 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Senate panel advances death penalty 
bill for murder of peace officers
By Robin Opsahl
Iowa Capital Dispatch

A Senate subcommittee 
advanced this year’s proposal 
to reinstate the death pen-
alty in Iowa in cases where a 
person is found guilty of the 
intentional killing of a peace 
officer.

Iowa abolished capital pun-
ishment in 1965. But Republi-
can lawmakers have proposed 
bringing back the practice 
for specific crimes multiple 
times in recent years. In 2024, 
lawmakers considered a pro-
posal to reinstate the death 
penalty for cases in which a 
person is convicted of first-
degree murder for intention-
ally killing a police officer or 
prison employee.

The 2025 bill, Senate File 
320, is another attempt at im-
plementing the death penalty 
for the crime of first-degree 
murder of law enforcement 
officers. Under current Iowa 
law, the intentional killing of 
a peace officer, correctional 
officer, public employee, or 
hostage by a person impris-
oned in a correctional institu-
tion constitutes a first-degree 
murder charge. The legisla-
tion would create a new first-
degree murder charge for 
when a person “intentionally 
kills a peace officer, who is 
on duty, under any circum-
stances, with the knowledge 
that the person killed is a 
peace officer.”

The death penalty, by lethal 
injection, could be considered 
when a person is convicted 
on the charge of intentionally 
killing a law enforcement of-
ficer.

Sen. Dave Rowley, R-Spirit 
Lake, said the legislation 
came at behest of the family 
of Officer Kevin Cram, an 
Algona police officer who 
was shot and killed in the 
line of duty in 2023, as well 
as others in the state who ex-
pressed concerns about jus-
tice served after law enforce-
ment officers are killed.

“These people came for-
ward with this bill, and I think 
it needs a serious discussion 
on where the death penalty, 
where life imprisonment ap-
plies, and where it may not,” 
Rowley said.

A majority of speakers at 
the subcommittee meeting 
were opposed to the legis-
lation. Many representing 
faith groups said the state 
as an entity should not have 
the power to decide to end 
an individual’s life. Connie 
Ryan, executive director of 
Interfaith Alliance of Iowa, 
read a letter from 170 faith 
leaders that called these pro-

posals “wrong, immoral, and 
contrary to the facts” about 
the effectiveness of the death 
penalty as punishment and a 
deterrent for crime. She said 
she read the same letter dur-
ing numerous meetings since 
2018 in opposition to death 
penalty bills.

The Death Penalty Infor-
mation Center, a nonprofit 
organization focused on capi-
tal punishment, found at least 
200 people in the U.S. who 
have been sentenced to death 
since 1973 were wrongfully 
convicted and have been ex-
onerated. Multiple studies, 
compiled by the organization, 
have found the death pen-
alty does not effectively deter 
crime in states where the pun-
ishment is used.

“The government should 
not kill a human being as 
retribution or punishment, 
regardless of the person’s ac-
tions,” Ryan said. “It is unfair, 
it is unnecessary, it is ineffec-
tive, and it is morally wrong.”

In addition to the moral 
arguments against the death 
penalty, several opponents to 
the measure said reinstating 
the death penalty would come 
at a high cost to the state. 
Amy Campbell, representing 
the League of Women Voters 
of Iowa, said during her time 
as a lobbyist at the legisla-
ture she has been repeatedly 
told “we don’t have enough 
money” for efforts on issues 
like conservation or Medicaid 
waiver waiting lists.

“More than a dozen states 
have found that the death pen-
alty cases are up to 10 times 
more expensive when com-
parable to non-death penalty 
cases,” Campbell said. “(And) 
I haven’t heard the judge the 
courts talk about their im-
pact to them — there will be 
a fiscal impact to the courts. 
There have been in every 
other state, and … according 
to a Columbia Law School 
study, 68% of the cases, death 
penalty cases, are overturned. 
So that’s a very costly process 
when we have others waiting 
for trial.”

Jen Rathje with the Iowa 
Department of Corrections 
said the department, working 
with the Department of Ad-
ministrative Services, found 
implementing the death pen-
alty would come at a “con-
servative” estimated cost of 
$3.45 million, a figure that 
does not take into account 
additional materials or equip-
ment that would be required 
to carry out executions. She 
said estimates have found the 
cost of an execution would be 
roughly $9,000, with $2,000 

for the pharmaceuticals used 
for a lethal injection and 
$7,000 for the cost of con-
tracting an executioner.

Senate Minority Leader 
Janice Weiner said the costs 
to the state of hiring an ex-
ecutioner was unintention-
ally one of the “most chill-
ing” things she heard brought 
up in the discussion on the 
death penalty. She said while 
she understands why family 
members of police officers 
seek this form of justice, she 
said that reinstating the death 
penalty is not the best path 
forward for Iowa.

“I have the greatest, only 
the greatest, empathy and 
sympathy for the family of 
the slain officer. I cannot 
imagine what it is like to be in 
their shoes,” Weiner said. “So 
I understand and appreciate 
some of the motivations. At 
the same time, I just, I really 
ask that we not do this.”

Sen. Scott Webster, R-
Bettendorf, said he believed 
there needed to be support for 
police officers, while also un-
derstanding those not in sup-
port of the bill were not siding 
against police.

“I think this conversation 
is not easy to have,” Webster 
said. “I think the conversa-
tion will probably continue, 
and I’m okay with that, be-
cause I think we need to 
continue to have the conver-
sation over these particular 
items. Because that’s what we 
need to do as Iowans and as 
Americans, is have difficult 
conversations and try not to 
politicize them too much, just 
try to have the difficult con-
versation and see which way 
we move forward.”

Rowley said the death pen-
alty would just be “an option” 
in the justice system as fami-
lies, like the family of Officer 
Cram, seek closure follow-
ing the murder of their loved 
ones.

“Not mandatory, but part of 
our justice system, integrated 
in to provide justice, not only 
for the family, but I also see 
it as an issue for society as 
a whole,” Rowley said. “At 
some level, I feel — sorry 
— it needs to be addressed, 
and that’s what brought the 
bill forward from the family. 
That’s what brings it forward 
from my heart.”

Read more from Robin Op-
sahl  online at IowaCapital-
Dispatch.com ©Copyright 
2025, Iowa Capital Dispatch. 
Published under a Creative 
Commons license, CC BY-
NC-ND 4.0. Read more at io-
wacapitaldispatch.com

Wright County farmer, Bob Ritter discussed his CO2 
pipeline concerns with Representative Mark Thomp-
son last week.

McKinley Bailey - Executive Director of Building Fam-
ilies Early Childhood Area. Building Families finan-
cially helps several of District 56 preschools to include 
Belmond-Klemme Preschool, Clarion Preschool and 
Gilmore City-Bradgate Preschool. McKinley came to 
the Capitol to discuss funding changes that may affect 
their ability to financially help the schools.
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Michael Ewing
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Auto Service
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515-532-6802

Over 25 years experience

Dr. David Gildner  

Optometrist
Family Eye Care

Clarion
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210 North Main • Clarion
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Laura Phillips 

Pharmacy Manager
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Clarion • 532-2836

1209 Central Ave. E.
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Goldfield
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Service Corp
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Belmond
641-444-3380
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For he chose us in him before the 
creation of the world to be holy 
and blameless in his sight.
Ephesians 1:4 NIV

Writing in the 7th century A.D., Saint Isidora of 
Seville claimed that “Philosophy is the knowledge 
of things human and divine, accompanied by the 

desire to live a life beyond reproach.” In ancient times, 
and up until a few hundred years ago, philosophers were 
expected to be exemplars of virtue, and not just people who 
knew a lot of arcane things. What happened to change this? 
There is a hint in the quote from Saint Isidora. He says that 
philosophy is the knowledge of things human and divine, 
and this quest for divine wisdom is largely what separates 
modern (and post-modern) philosophy from that of the 
ancients. We hardly ever hear the phrase “beyond reproach” 
anymore. It means that we should act in such a way that 
there is no question about our integrity; others will know 
that we will always do the right thing. Applied to limited 
areas of our lives, some of us may be beyond reproach, for 
instance when it comes to being trusted with money or 
someone’s property. But who of us can say that our entire 
life is beyond reproach? Probably none of us, and yet that is 
what we should aim for. 
–Christopher Simon

“ “

A Life Beyond 
Reproach

** Wright County Farm 
Bureau hosts a Town Hall 
meeting on Saturday, 
March 8 at the Clarion li-
brary. Senator Dennis Guth 
and Representatives Mark 
Thompson and Shannon 
Latham have been invited 
to meet with citizens at 10 
a.m. 
** This is ‘return to Day-
light Savings Time’ - early 
Sunday morning, March 9!
** “Stone Soup Commu-
nity Bowls Event” on Sun-
day, March 9 from 11 a.m. 
- 1:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church in Clarion. Get 
soup bowls created by local 
youth and artisans. Freewill 
offering for Wright Com-
munity Connections!
**”Easy Going Senior Ex-
ercises” at the Clarion Se-
nior Citizens Center every 
Monday and Thursday af-
ternoon, beginning at 1:30 
p.m.
** Community Impact 
Night at Pizza Ranch on 
Monday, March 10 from 5 
- 7:30 p.m. with Clarion’s 
M & Ms, as the group em-
barks on raising $ for pool 
passes to be given away for 
2025!
** First Lutheran Church 
FOOD PANTRY in Clari-
on, 420 - First Street N.W., 
is open on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each 
month, from 5 - 7 p.m. Next 
events are March 13 and 27!
** Celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day in Rowan on Saturday, 
March 15! Start with Irish 
Stew Lunch at the United 
Church of Rowan, serving 
between 11:30 a.m. and 1 
p.m. Join the fun with the 
Parade (weather permit-
ting) beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
from the Rowan Events 
Center. More information? 
Contact Lennea at 515-294-
1657.
** Clarion’s Senior Citi-
zens Center,  Play ‘500 
cards’, the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month. 
Next one is on Wednesday, 
March 19 from  1:30 - 3:30 
p.m.
**2nd Annual Mattress 
Fundraiser for CGD Fine 
Arts programs - Saturday, 
March 22 from 10 a.m. - 5 

p.m. Location:  CGD Caf-
eteria.
** “Down Memory Lane: 
Park Soup Supper & Si-
lent Auction”  - Saturday,  
March 22 from 5 - 7 p.m. 
at Goldfield Community  
Center, in Goldfield. Free-
will offering. Lots of de-
licious soups, cinnamon 
rolls, cornbread.  Silent 
auction winners, need. not 
be present (will be noti-
fied).
** “Bingo at the BRU” the 
4th of each Tuesday. Next 
one is Tuesday, March 25 at 
6 p.m. $20 for 3 cards and 
10 rounds of Bingo; $ for 
community fundraising!
** “MOM PROM 2025” at 
The Red Shed on Saturday, 
March 29 from 7 - 11 p.m. 
For women 21 years old and 
older! $40 per ticket!
** Save the Date for the 
2025 Spring Fashion Run-
way Show at Italics Bou-
tique on Thursday, April 
3. Grab food and drinks 
beforehand then head to 
the show. Doors open at 
6:30 pm. Show is at 7 pm. 
Store open for shopping 
afterwards. Tickets are $15 
each and include entrance, 
fashion show, treats, and a 
$5 donation to our Clarion 
Playground Fund! Can be 
purchased in-store or online 
at https://www.italicsbou-
tique.com/products/2025-
spring-fashion-show-tickets
 ** AT THE CLARION 
THEATRE:  Showing “Un-
breakable Boy” on  Friday - 
Sunday, March 7 - March 9  
@ 7 p.m.; Sunday matinee, 
March 9 @ 2:30 p.m.  
** MONEY $AVING 
TIP:  “Monday FLIGHT 
NIGHT” at Main Scoop 
on South Main in Clarion, 
every Monday. Get 4 mini 
scoops for $7 or 6 scoops 
for $9 from 2 - 8 p.m.
** THANK YOU:  To 
Clarion Cub Scouts for 
individual troops bussing 
tables all during the month 
of February; and for all of 
their efforts....troop mem-
bers, leaders, parents. Not 
only for are Cub Scouts, but 
for all the levels of scout-
ing!! February is Scouting 
Month!

Clarion area
CLARION FirST 
MeTHoDiST CHUrCH
201 3rd Ave. NE, Clarion, IA 
50525
Pastor Craig Luttrell
515-532-2845 
website: www.clarion.church
Church Office 
Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 
a.m. – Noon
• Wednesday, March 5
 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday 
Service
• Sunday, March 9
 9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
• Sunday, March 16
 9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

FirST lUTHeran CHUrCH
elCa
420 1st St NW, Clarion, IA
515-532-3440
www.firstlutheranclarion.com
“YOU are love, YOU belong, 
YOU are called, and YOU are 
gifted” 
• 9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Services

UniTeD CHUrCH 
oF CHriST, 
ConGreGaTional
121 3rd Avenue N.W., Clarion
• Sunday, March 9
 9:00 a.m. Worship
 10:00 a.m. Fellowship

CHUrCH oF CHriST
420 North Main, Clarion
Pastor Warren Curry 
515-532-3273 
http://clarionchurchofchrist.
weebly.com
Facebook Clarion Church of 
Christ
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship, also live 
each Sunday on Facebook
6:00 a.m. Tuesday Iron Man, 
Fellowship Hall, Church Building
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, Weekly 
Prayer Time Fellowship Hall, 
Church Building
Ongoing Bible Studies – times 
and locations vary; check for 
more information at the church 
office week.

ST. JoHn CaTHoliC
608 2nd Ave. N.E., Clarion
Father Jerry W. Blake, Pastor 
515-532-3586
Sunday, March 9
 Baby Needs
 7:15 a.m. Rosary, A/B at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
 8:00 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart, 
Eagle Grove
 Confirmation
 9:45 a.m. Rosary, A/B at St. 
John, Clarion
 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. John, 
Clarion
• Monday, March 10
 8:15 a.m. Rosary at St. Francis, 
Belmond
 10:30 a.m. Belmond Care 
Center
 5:30 p.m. Finance, Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
 6:00 p.m. CDA Rosary and 
Meeting at St. John, Clarion
• Tuesday, March 11
 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting at St. 
John, Clarion
 5:30 p.m. Finance at St. Francis, 
Belmond
• Wednesday, March 12
 Youth Faith Formation
 7:40 a.m. Rosary at St. Francis, 
Belmond
 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Francis, 
Belmond
 6:30 p.m. Communal Penance 
at St. John, Clarion
 6:30 p.m. Adoration at St. John, 
Clarion
• Thursday, March 13
 8:00 a.m. Sewing at St. John, 
Clarion
 11:00 a.m. Fatima Rosary at 
Sacred Heart, Eagle Grove
 Lenten Activities

 5:30 p.m. Stations, Mass Soup 
Supper at Sacred Heart, Eagle 
Grove
 5:30 p.m. Stations, Soup Supper 
at St. John, Clarion
• Friday, March 14
 7:40 a.m. Rosary at St. John, 
Clarion
 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. John, 
Clarion
• Saturday, March 15
 Lent II Haiti Collection
 3:15 p.m. A/B at St. Francis, 
Belmond
 4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Francis, 
Belmond
 5:00 p.m. Irish Stew Dinner at 
St. Francis, Belmond
 7:15 p.m. A/B at St. Francis, 
Belmond
 8:00 p.m. Spanish Mass, St. 
John, Clarion
• Sunday, March 16
 Lent II Haiti Collection
 7:15 a.m. A/B at Sacred Heart, 
Eagle Grove
 8:00 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart, 
Eagle Grove
 9:45 a.m. A/B at St. John, 
Clarion
 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. John, 
Clarion

UniTeD PreSBYTerian 
CHUrCH
219 First Street N.W. Clarion
515-532-2709
• Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
• Sunday 10:30 a.m. Adult 
Sunday School Class
• Wednesdays 6:00 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study
• Saturdays 8:00 a.m. Men’s 
Group
 
THe liGHTHoUSe 
CHUrCH oF THe 
naZarene
Dana Wendel, Pastor
1010 2nd Street SW; Clarion
515-293-3003
FREE Dinner will be on the first 
Sunday of the month. 
• Sunday
 9:30 a.m. Coffee Time
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School
 10:45 a.m. Worship
• Tuesday
 11:00 a.m. Prayer Time
• Iglesia del Nazareno
 6:00 p.m. Sabado 
 6:00 p.m. Domingo
 Lay Minister Mynor
515-851-9699
Bienvenidos

GolDFielD area

Rejoice Church: A Word and 
Spirit Church 
Pastors Cris and Jennifer Decious 
Sunday worship 10:30 am 
www.Rejoicechurchiowa.com or 
watch us on facebook 
NEW LOCATION! We will 
begin IN PERSON WORSHIP 
services starting on DECEMBER 
1, 2024 in our home worship 
room at 3320 210th St. Goldfield, 
IA 50542

UniTeD PreSBYTerian 
CHUrCH
220 E. Oak St., Goldfield, IA 
50542
515-825-3581
goldfield.upc@gmail.com
Facebook@goldpres
“A Church for the Community”
Office M-F 7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
• Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
laKe lUTHeran CHUrCH
Goldfield
Pastor Ron Rasmussen
• Sunday, March 2
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
and Fellowship Coffee in the 
Fellowship Room. 
No Sunday School

GolDFielD UniTeD 
MeTHoDiST CHUrCH
P.O. Box 214
515-825-3754 
New Pastor: Pastor Laurene 
Banza
We welcome all!
Pastor Laurene is from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 

Africa. 
• Sunday Services
 11:00 a.m. Worship time

HolMeS eVanGeliCal 
lUTHeran CHUrCH
Pastor George Lautner
412-874-9878
• Sunday, March 9
 9:30 a.m. Worship and 
Communion 

HolMeS BaPTiST CHUrCH
2137 Hancock Avenue 
Pastor Cody Huber
515-825-3110
• Sundays
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school, 10:30 
a.m. Worship Service, 5 p.m. 
Evening Service
• Wednesdays
 Prayer Meeting, youth group, 
kids club (1st – 6th grades – during 
school year)

WRIGHT CHRISTIAN 
reForMeD CHUrCH
1730 130th Street, Kanawha
641-762-3947
• Sunday, March 9
 9:30 a. m. Morning Worship, 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship, 11 a.m. 
Sunday School, 6 p.m. Evening 
Worship

RoWAN AReA
UniTeD CHUrCH oF 
RoWAN
Pastor Nancy Hofmeister
811 Pesch St., Box 38, Rowan
• Sundays
 10:00 a.m. Worship
• Tuesdays March 4, 11, 18 & 25
 1:30 p.m. Bible Study
• Wednesday March 19
 10:00 a.m. Council
 11:00 a.m. Property, 
Maintenance and Memorial
• Thursday, March 20
 2:00 p.m. United Church of 
Rowan Women
• Tuesday, April 1 & 8
 1:30 p.m. Bible Study
• Sunday, April 13 Palm Sunday
• Sunday April 20 
 7:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service 
followed by breakfast
 10:00 a.m. Easter Worship

iMManUel lUTHeran 
CHUrCH
Missouri Synod
Jct. Highway 69 & 3
Pastor Mark Eichler
• Sunday, March 9
 10:30 a.m. Divine Services, 
11:45 a.m. Bible Study

DoWS AReA
SoVereiGn GraCe 
CHUrCH
109 N. Eskridge St., Dows 
Dows / www.sgcdows.com
Doug Holmes, Pastor
• Sunday, March 9
 10:15 a.m. Sunday school, 

Coffee, 11:15 a.m. Worship at 
First Presbyterian in Dows

FirST lUTHeran CHUrCH
Dows, IA
Masking is option
• Sunday, March 9
 9:00 a.m. Conf/SS/Coffee
 10:00 a.m. Worship
• Wednesday, March 12
 5:30 p.m. Lenten Meal
 6:30 p.m. Lenten Worship

UniTeD MeTHoDiST 
& PreSBYTerian
• Sunday, March 9
10 a.m. Dows Joint Worship at 
Untied Methodist

FirST reForMeD
214 Brown St., Alexander
• Sundays
 9:30 a.m. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Fellowship

iMManUel U.C.C.
204 E. South St., Latimer
Joe Dunnwald
• Sunday, March 9
 10:30 a.m. Worship

ST. PaUl’S lUTHeran
304 W. Main, Latimer
Travis Berg, Pastor
• Sunday, March 9
 9 a.m. Worship, 10:15 a.m. 
ABC/Sunday School

UniTeD MeTHoDiST 
CHUrCH
Morgan, Lee Center, Bradford
Erling Shultz, Pastor
• Sunday, March 9
 8:30 a.m. Worship (B), 9:30 
a.m. Worship (LC), 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (M)

MiSSionarY allianCe 
CHUrCH
3rd & Lake Streets, Blairsburg, 
IA 50034
• Sundays
 8:45 - 9:45 a.m. Café is open 
serving donuts, smoothies and 
coffee beverages
 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Nursery available for 
children up to age 2
10:00 a.m. Kids Church for 
children 2 years to grade 5
• Wednesday
 5:45 - 6:15 p.m. Café Open
 6:30 p.m. Youth
 6:30 p.m. Kids Club for 
children grades 1-5

naZareTH lUTHeran
Coulter
Pastors Tom Dettmer and Stanley 
Peterson
• Sunday, March 9
 9:30a.m. Joint Sunday Worship 
Service with Holy Communion, 
Coffee to follow
• Dinner is the first Sunday of the 
month
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Monitor Memories
From the archives oF the Wright county monitor

1982 and 19471983 - 1948

Words of Wisdom

42 Years Ago
March 10, 1983

 The Clarion 
Community School has 
awkward numbers to work 
with while making plans 
for staffing the elementary 
classes next year. In several 
cases, it’s a matter of going 
with fewer sections and 
large classes, or more 
sections and a smaller 
number of students in each 
classroom. As of Monday, 
student projections for 
the upcoming school year 
include: kindergarten—70, 
first grade—75, second 
grade—55, third 
grade—54, fourth 
grade—44, fifth grade—38, 
sixth grade—57, seventh 
grade—56, and eighth 
grade—63. 
 A new non-profit 
organization, Kid’s Korner 
Day Care Incorporated, 
has been founded, and is 
rapidly moving toward 
opening the Kid’s Korner 
Day Care Center in the next 
few months. According 
to the organization’s 
chairperson, Terry 
Kreitlow, preparations for 
the opening of a Clarion 
day care center are moving 
right along. 
 Clarion fourth graders 
went for a blind hike as 
part of their environmental 
educational experiences 
held last Friday morning 
at Pike’s Timber. The hike 
made the students put their 
senses to work while they 
explored the world around 
them. 

77 Years Ago
March 4, 1948

 Valentine’s day gave 
Cupid a big boost in Wright 
county in the number of 
marriage licenses granted in 
February. Fourteen licenses 
were granted during the 
month at the office of Clerk 
of Court R. V. Goslin. And 
this in spite of the fact that 
the office was open only 
23 days during the month. 
This makes a total of 22 
licenses so far this year. 
 When Supt. C. J. 
Christiansen presented 
the Clarion high school 
basketball boys with the 
plaque which indicated 
they were winners of 
the sectional tournament 
which came to a close here 
Saturday night, it was the 
first time in many years 
that Clarion had won such 
a trophy. 
 New building and 
remodeling projects in 
Clarion totaled over 
$225,000 during 1947, 
according to building 
permits issued last year by 
the Clarion city council. 
These included new homes, 
new business buildings, 
and home and business 
remodeling jobs. Project 
costs ranged from $100 for 
the remodeling of a porch 
to $16,000 for the new 
Ripley garage. 

Phone and Internet Discounts 
Available to CenturyLink Customers
The Iowa Utilities Board designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its service 
area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for 
residential voice lines are $34.50 per month 
and business services are $54.50 per month. 
Specific rates will be provided upon request. 
CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline 
program, which makes residential telephone 
or qualifying broadband service more 
affordable to eligible low-income individuals 
and families. Eligible customers may qualify 
for Lifeline discounts of $5.25/month for voice 
or bundled voice service or $9.25/month for 
qualifying broadband or broadband bundles. 
Residents who live on federally recognized 
Tribal Lands may qualify for additional Tribal 
benefits if they participate in certain additional 
federal eligibility programs. The Lifeline 
discount is available for only one telephone or 
qualifying broadband service per household, 
which can be either a wireline or wireless 
service. Broadband speeds must be at least 
25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload to 
qualify. 
A household is defined as any individual or 
group of individuals who live together at the 
same address and share income and 
expenses. Services are not transferable, and 
only eligible consumers may enroll in these 
programs. Consumers who willfully make 
false statements to obtain these discounts 
can be punished by fine or imprisonment and 
can be barred from these programs.
If you live in a CenturyLink service area, visit 
https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/commu
nity/community-development/lifeline.html for 
additional information about applying for 
these programs or call 1-800-201-4099 with 
questions.

Specializing in Collision Repair!

• Down Draft Paint Booth w/Baked Curing Cycle 
• Frame Machine • Computerized Paint Matching 

• Computerized Estimates
• A preferred shop with insurance companies

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles
Weather Tech Dealer • Detailing • Interior/Exterior Cleaning

118 N. Commercial • Eagle Grove • 448-3944
www.lawsonauto.com

“In business since 1995”

Put All Your Faith In YeHoVaH!
Please Watch LindellTV.com

Annual Board Meeting
First Steps Early 
Learning Center

210 2nd St NW • Clarion, IA 50525
Wednesday, March 12, 2025

at 5:30 pm
Public welcome to attend.

Last week’s trivia questions:
Which U.S. president said, “Speak 
softly and carry a big stick.” ? 
Answer: Theodore Roosevelt.

Which U.S. president said, 
“The only thing we have to fear is 

fear itself.” ? 
Answer: Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Which U.S. president said, “Ask not what your 
country can do for you–ask what you can do for your 

country.” ? Answer: John F. Kennedy.
Which U.S. president borrowed words from Jesus 

when he said, “A house divided against itself cannot 
stand.” ?  Answer: Abraham Lincoln.

*****
This week’s trivia questions: 

What 1992 courtroom drama movie starred Tom 
Cruise, Demi Moore, and Jack Nicholson? 

What 1992 romantic thriller movie starred Kevin 
Costner and Whitney Houston?

*****
March is Red Cross Month, National Noodle 

Month, National Reading Month, Social Work Month, 
Women’s History Month, National Cheerleading 

Safety Month, National Frozen Food Month, National 
Flour Month, National Craft Month, National Peanut 

Month, National Umbrella Month, and National 
Nutrition Month.

*****
March 5 is Ash Wednesday (Lent Begins); March 6 

is National Dentist Day, National Frozen Food Day, 
and National Oreo Cookie Day; March 7 is National 
Cereal Day, National Employee Appreciation Day, 
and World Day of Prayer; March 8 is International 

Women’s Day, National Preschooler’s Day, and 
United Nations Day for Women’s Rights and 

International Peace; March 9 is Daylight Savings, 
World Kidney Day, and National Barbie Day; March 

10 is International Day of Women Judges, and 
National Pack Your Lunch Day; March 11 is National 

Johnny Appleseed Day.
*****

This week is National Sea Week, 
Women in Construction Week, and 

Chocolate Chip Cookie Week.
*****

“If at first you don’t succeed, skydiving 
is not for you!”

*****
During the World Cup in Brazil, the England team 

visited an orphanage. “It was heart-breaking to see 
their sad little faces with no hope,” said João, age 6.

*****
What is the hardest thing about skateboarding?  

Answer: the concrete.
*****

I kept wondering why the baseball was getting 
bigger. Then it hit me.

*****
Why did the football coach go to the bank? 

To get his quarter back.
*****

Why was the tiny ghost asked to join the football 
team? They needed a little team spirit.

*****
What does a Vikings fan do after they win the Super 

Bowl? Turn off his Playstation and go to bed.
*****

Dolly Parton is the only country artist to have a Top 
20 hit on Billboard’s Hot Country Songs chart for six 

consecutive decades, from the 1960s to the 2010s.
*****

Shania Twain has sold over 100 million records, 
making her the best-selling female artist in country 

music history, and among the best-selling music artists 
of all time.

*****

Pecans add 
the perfect 

finishing touch 

Pecans can make any recipe better. Whether they 
add a nutritious crunch to oatmeal, star as the lead in-
gredient in pecan pie or give cookies that little some-
thing extra, pecans elevate the foods they touch.

In this recipe “Twice-Baked Sweet Potatoes” from 
“Simply Scratch” (Avery) by Laurie McNamara, hon-
ey-covered pecans are the crowning touch on sweet 
potatoes, helping to make this side dish one to re-
member at any special meal.

Twice-Baked Sweet 
Potatoes

(Serves 4)

2 medium sweet potatoes, scrubbed
1 teaspoon olive oil
4 tablespoons unsalted butter
2 tablespoons pure maple syrup
2 teaspoons chili powder
1⁄2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1⁄2 teaspoon kosher salt, plus a pinch
2 tablespoons honey
3⁄4 cup coarsely chopped pecans

Preheat the oven to 400F.
Massage the olive oil onto the sweet potatoes and 

set them on a small baking sheet. Bake for 1 hour or 
until a knife glides through effortlessly. Let cool until 
safe to handle. Keep the oven on.

Halve the sweet potatoes horizontally and carefully 
scoop out the flesh into a medium bowl. Set the skins 
aside. Add the butter, maple syrup, chili powder, cin-
namon, and 1⁄4 teaspoon of the salt and use a potato 
masher to mash the filling until smooth.

In a small bowl, combine the honey, pecans, and a 
pinch of salt.

Place the skins side by side in a small baking dish. 
Spoon the filling in, dividing it evenly, and top with 
the honeyed pecans. Bake for 5 minutes. Serve warm.  

CLIP & SAVE

 

 

Parents:
You may save the life 

of a child.
Potentially dangerous drugs are in the hands of Iowa children…

Synthetic drugs, sometimes called fake marijuana and bath salts.

They have found their way into our communities and schools.

Talk to your children now.

Find out more at DrugFreeIowa.org
For Immediate Assistance, call the Iowa Substance Abuse 

Information Center toll-free Help Line at 866-242-4111.

JJ Partnership
@ DrugFreeIowa.org
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Contact: sales@wrightcountymonitor.com

 Beloved Mother and Grandma Ma, Janet Kee Pardun 
Kimmons passed peacefully into the presence of her Sav-
ior on Feb 25, 2025. Her love and support will be truly 
missed.

Obituaries
Janet Kee Pardun Kimmons

∏

We appreciate your business
Thank You!
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Notices
Notice: Garage door 
sales, service and repairs. 
Farm, home and commercial 
garage doors and operators. 
For prompt service, phone 
Mike Sampson in Kanawha 
at 641-762-3330               

FoR ReNt
FoR ReNt: KANAWHA 
APTS. 2BR/1BA $450. 
1BR/1BA $375. Updated 
Property, New Appliances, 
on site Laundry. Landlord 
Pays Water and sewer. 
cALL  AL 641-494-7965  

FoR ReNt
1&2 BD Apartments in 
Goldfield.  62 and older 
or disabled/handicapped 
at any age. Income 
Based, rental assistance if 
qualified. Contact Connor 
Management & Real 
Estate, LLC 641-435-4788/
lkconnor@connormgt.com
Equal Housing Opportunity 
Provider.

 

Classifieds RETIREMENT FARM
MACHINERY AUCTION

Located at 1479 330th St Woolstock, Iowa 
(Blacktop C-70)

Wednesday, March 19, 2025 • 11 AM
Blizzard Date Friday March 21 • 11 AM

Bridge is out on East Side of Auction so come in on 
Hwy 17 and go East on Blacktop C-70 1 ½ miles

Lunch Available
    On Line Bidding available by Proxi-Bid

TRACTORS: John Deere 2009 8345 R FWD IVT/RH ILS 
Premium Cab 480/80 R 50 Rears 380/80 R 38” front duals 1800 
Hrs.   John Deere 1998 8200 Trac SG MFWD 480/80R 46” New 
420 90 R 30” fronts 4500 Hours Auto Steer installed,   John 
Deere 4440 & Westendorf WL 42 quick tach loader 38” tires PS 
8 speed trans 8437 hrs. 
COMBINE: John Deere 2000 9550 3000 Engine 2123 Separator 
Hrs. Vittatoe Spreader. 20k motor overhaul 200 Hours on overhaul 
HEADS:  John Deere 1998 693 corn head hyd. deck plates, John 
Deere 2004 630 F Hydra flex bean head w/ rock guard.
PLANTER: John Deere 2008 1760 12 row Maxi Merge XP w/ 
Computer Trak Model SBC 2005 & Ticker
HEAD TRAILERS: Golden Bell 30’ head trailer, Corn head gear
FIELD CULT.:  John Deere # 980 30’ field cult w/ 3 bar leveler
Sprayer: Schaben pull type sprayer 1500 gallon tank, 90’ boom 
SS Pump w/ Raven monitor
MONITORS: Star Fire 3000 globe, JD Greenstar 2630 Tier 2 update
AUGERS: Peck 70’ 10” Model 10-04 w sweep, Mayrath 32’ 8” 
unload auger Peck 8” unload truck auger
IMPLEMENTS: MC 8 row stalk chopper, Case # 183 folding 
12 row cultivator, 6 row rotary hoe-new wheels, JD A 2500 5-18” 
auto reset plow
WAGONS & GEARS: Parker 7250 w/ truck tires, Parker 6250 
w/ truck tires, Parker 625 w 445/65/22.5 tires, Parker Gear FW 
14 w/ 1000-gallon tank & pump. J&M 350 w/ bean auger, J&M 
350 gear w/ bale hauler top
RIPPER: John Deere 2700 5 shank w/ soil management bar, 
AIR COMPRESSOR: C Aire 7 ½ HP 3 Piston compressor
Weight Bracket for 8200, 4 weights, 8 bolt 425/65R 22.5” spare

Terms: Cash or Good Check. Not Responsible for Accidents or Thefts

OWNER –– MIKE & DEB LESHER
515-689-4272

Michael Ryerson & Assoc. Auctioneers
Eagle Grove, Iowa  |  515-689-3728

Pictures at www.ryersonauctionrealtyltd.com

Legal Notices.............Noon Friday
Classifieds.............11 a.m. Friday 
Display Ads............11a.m. Friday 
Submitted News.........Noon Friday
Obituaries.....................4:30 p.m. Monday 

DeaDline:

To Advertise Contact:
sales@wrightcountymonitor.com

ESTATE LIONEL TRAIN AUCTION
Located at Hundertmark Auction Building, Hwy 169 N. Humboldt Iowa

Sunday, MARCH 9th, 2025, at 11AM
Check us out at www.Hundertmarkauction.com and

Facebook for upcoming auctions and pictures.

ESTATE PETROLEUM COLLECTION
Located at Hundertmark Auction Building

Wednesday, March 12th at 5:30PM

HUNDERTMARK AUCTION SERVICE
Auctioneers: David Hundertmark 515-890-0380

Tom Hundertmark 515-890-0615
Clerks:  Hundertmark Auction Service

Lunch by Dad’s Best Kettle Corn Lunch
Huge Lionel Collection Including:  30+ sets, new * approx. 1000 cars 
* Engines * multiple train accessories * literature and sales catalogs * 

many Collectibles and more * 40 tables full of items * 

30+ gas pumps of Wayne, Dayton, Tokheim, Bennett, and others, 
Visibles, clock faces, and more * oil tanks * gas pump globes * signs 
and oil collectibles * 5 pop machines * Note:  Short Auction please be on 
time, More Pictures coming on Tuesday, 11th on website and facebook

Auctioneer Note:  Many nice items for sale.  Weather announcements will 
be posted on Facebook page.
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Local Student Places First 
at NIACC John Pappajohn 

IDEA Camp

The North Iowa Area 
Community College John 
Pappajohn Entrepreneurial 
Center held the inaugural 
IDEA Camp for middle 
school students on 
Presidents’ Day, Monday 
February 17, 2025.

28 students from 12 
schools across North 
Iowa attended IDEA 
Camp where they put into 
practice life’s key skills: 
innovation, discovery, 
entrepreneurship, and 
achievement. This hands-
on program guides young 
innovators through 
the essential stages of 
business creation, from 
brainstorming ideas to 
crafting a solid business 
model. During the 
day, students learned 
the key principles of 
entrepreneurship, created 
a business plan, and 
presented their business 
in a Pitch Competition. 
Three student teams were 
awarded the top prizes:

1st Place - 
Preston’s Lawncare, 
Preston Gniadecki 

(Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
Community School 
District, 8th Grade)

2nd Place - 
The Cat’s Nook, 

Aaliyah Dodge (Rudd-
Rockford-Marble Rock 

Community School 
District, 8th Grade) and 
Lily Fitch (Homeschool, 

7th Grade)
3rd Place - 
Scrunch It! 

Ellie Borcherding, 
(St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School, 7th Grade)
IDEA Camp is 

one of many youth 
entrepreneurship initiatives 
at the NIACC Pappajohn 
Center. Raegan Hanson, 
NIACC Pappajohn Center 
Youth Entrepreneurship 
Coordinator, said “Teaching 
entrepreneurship is an 
investment in our students 
– the entrepreneurial 
mindset drives innovation, 
fuels economic growth, 
and empowers the next 
generation to turn bold 
ideas into lasting impact. 
When young minds learn 
to think like entrepreneurs, 

they build the skills and 
confidence to redefine 
what’s possible and shape 
the future.”

The next IDEA Camp 
will be held on Wednesday, 
March 12, 2025 to coincide 
with Spring Break. The 
camp will run 8:30am to 
3:30pm. Check-in begins at 
8am. The camp will be held 
at the Pappajohn Center 
Room #117 at the North 
Iowa Area Community 
College campus in Mason 
City, IA.  Register at 
https://www.niacccamps.
com/idea-camp.cfm. For 
more information, please 
contact Raegan Hanson at 
641-422-4234 or raegan.
hanson@niacc.edu. 

IDEA Camp is for 
creative and ambitious 
middle school students 
who are eager to explore 
entrepreneurship, develop 
creative problem-solving 
skills, and build confidence 
in their ability to create 
and innovate. No prior 
experience is required—
just curiosity and 
enthusiasm!

Gold-Eagle Coopera-
tive is offering four $500 
scholarships to graduating 
seniors in Faribault (MN), 
Hancock, Humboldt, Kos-
suth, Winnebago, and/
or Wright counties pur-
suing higher education/
trade school beginning the 
following academic year. 
Funds will be distributed 
following receipt showing 
proof of successful com-
pletion of one semester’s 
coursework. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
APPLICATION - ACA-
DEMIC YEAR 24-25
1. The deadline for applica-
tion submission is April 4, 
2025. Any applications re-
ceived after this date will 
be considered on a funds 
available basis.
2. Attach a current copy 
of your high school tran-
scripts.
3. Two signed letters of rec-
ommendation (from non-
relatives) must be attached 
to this application.
4. Choose one of the fol-
lowing topics for a 500 

Gold-Eagle Cooperative 
Scholarship Application

word essay.
• Explain the global impact 
of Iowa agriculture.
• What role does agriculture 
play in your local county?
• What makes a cooperative 
different from a corpora-
tion?
5. Please include an intro-
ductory paragraph about 
yourself and why you 
should be
considered for the scholar-
ship (not included in the 
500 word requirement).

Consideration for this 
scholarship award will be 
based on GPA, participa-

tion in extra-curricular 
activities, school organiza-
tions, community service, 
letters of recommendation, 
and grammar/content of the 
essay. This scholarship will 
not be awarded to any stu-
dent who receives a schol-
arship which sufficiently fi-
nances all tuition, fees, and 
books during the student’s 
initial year of study.

Please mail applications 
to PO Box 168 — Eagle 
Grove, IA 50533 attention

Elizabeth McOllough or 
email to emcollough@gold-
eaglecoop.com

On February 24, Clarion Mayor Rod Heiden met with Drilon Zogaj during a cel-
ebration marking the 17th anniversary of Kosovo’s Declaration of Independence. 
Heiden also had the honor of meeting Lieutenant Governor Chris

Busy Week for Local Cub Scouts  
(Photos provided by Scout Leader Tim Hamilton)

    Cub Scouts kicked their week off by cleaning tables off at Clarion’s Pizza Ranch! Tips 
went to the group for various events. Their week ended with a private awards banquet and 
a public pinewood derby at the Clarion High School. 

A few Cub Scouts proudly display a check they earned at Pizza Ranch’s Community 
Action Night, where they worked hard cleaning tables to support their troop!

1st row L-R Owen Smith, Graham Walton, Archer Staples, Barrett Durham, Lilian 
McLoughlin, Lee Smidt, Barrett Keller,  2nd row Griffon Clemons, Wilson Durham, 
Emmett Wood, Finn Warnke, Grady Clemons, 3rd row James Cook, Huxley Dur-
rham, Oaklyn Brown, Jackson Staples, Micah Lester, 4th row Wyatt Smith, Jake 
Schnittjer, JJ Torsell.

Tim Hamilton stands at the start gate, while Wyatt Smith and Griffon Clemons wait 
on deck behind the track. Assistant Cubmaster and Tiger & Bear Den Leader Adam 
Clemons monitors the official timer at the computer. Finn

Share Curiosity.
Read Together.

www.read.gov

Share Curiosity.
Read Together.

www.read.gov
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Call
532-2871

to advertise!

Call Ed Lynn
to advertise!
515-999-5687

Call 
Leslie Ruby
to advertise!
641-231-2190

Call 
Nicholle Miller

to advertise!
515.293.2329

Office:
(563) 864-3333

Cell:
(563) 605-1078

Aerial views
Bruce Voigts, Aerial Photographer (Photos taken February 25, 2025)

The Wright County Freedom Rock will be 10 years old this summer. The organization is still accepting orders for pavers. Veteran pavers will be located next to the rock and 
supporting pavers will be located on the two sidewalks leading up to the Rock. See order form and send in before May 1st to have it installed before Dows Corn days in August.  
TO ORDER: Go online to http://www.formstack.com/forms/FRB-wrightcofreedomrock OR Complete the order form and return to this address: Wright County Freedom Rock, 
C/O American Legion Post 523, PO Box 231, Dows, IA 50071. Make Checks Payable to: American Legion Post 523, please direct any questions to Richard Echelberger at (641) 
373-2788 after 3pm CST or email wright freedomrock@gmail.com.

Dows Freedom Rock turning 10 years old!

Menu
Monday, March 10, join the Dows Senior Citizens for a 
delicious meal at noon.  The cost is $10.00. Everyone is 
welcome. Carry-outs are available. For the next few months, 
the Senior Citizens are meeting at the Dows Community 
Center. March 10 Menu: Potato Soup, Beefburgers, Salads, 
Dessert.

In just 2 days, the snow has really receded in the area with the nice warm tempera-
tures.  Photo above is Clarion looking west, northwest illustrating the snow is mostly 
gone. A landmark for reference is the green athletic fields on the bottom right.  Photo 
Below is of Morse lake shows up well with the white ice. The lake is still low indicated 
by the edge of the water retreated from the original shore line.  

WRIGHT COUNTY, IA 311.36 +/- ACRES 

Thursday, March 27th, 2025 at 1:00PM

FARMLAND AUCTION

Contact Your Local Land Agents

Luke Skinner
515-468-3610

Matt Skinner
515-443-5004

TRACT 1

TRACT 2

        Tract 2 
         - 160 +/- Acres
         - 154.51 +/- Cropland Acres
         - 76.4 CSR2 Average
         - Norway TWP, Section 13

SELLERS:
Closing: On or before
May 13th, 2025

Farm Lease: Cropland Is 
Leased For 2025

VIEW DETAILS AND LAND FOR SALE AT 
IOWALANDCOMPANY.COM

AUCTION
LOCATION:

Red Shed
908 2nd St. NW

Clarion, Iowa 50525

FARMLAND DETAILS:
        Tract 1 
         - 151.36 +/- Acres
         - 146.44 +/- Cropland Acres
         - 75.4 CSR2 Average
         - Norway TWP, Section 14

Bundy Living Trust

VIEW PROPERTY HERE

North Iowa Real Estate, LLC

Rod Brooks, Broker/Owner 515-851-0918 
Bob Powers, Owner/Salesperson 515-851-0938 
Kevin Reed, Salesperson 515-851 -1586 
Jordan Marker, Salesperson 515-293-0296

We are the key to 
your new home!

515-532-3917
218 1st St. S.W., Ste. B,
Clarion, Iowa 50525
Information@NorthIARE.com

We are excited to be working with 
Stalcup AgService to provide additional 
services to our farming communities.

Call to Schedule a consultation on:
• Farm Appraisals • Farm Real Estate

• Farm Management
www.stalcupag.com

Regenerative Agriculture, 
Impact of Tariffs, and 
Nitrogen Fertilization 

Application Consultation 
Tool (N-FACT) 

Highlighted at the ISU Northeast Research Farm 
on Wednesday March 19th 

Chad Hart, extension crop 
marketing specialist, Melis-
sa Miller, project director of 
the Iowa Nitrogen Initiative, 
and Kelly Garrett, co-found-
er of XtremeAg will speak 
at the annual meeting of the 
Northeast Iowa Agricultural 
Experimental Association 
(NEIAEA) at the Borlaug 
Learning Center, ISU North-
east Research Farm, Nashua 
on March 19th.

The program starts at 
9:30 a.m. with a Call to 
Order for the board meet-
ing. Chad Hart will get us 
started with his presentation 
at 10:00 a.m. titled “Tariffs, 
Trade, and the Economy”. In 
the next hour, Melissa Miller 
and Lauren Schwarck will 
discuss “The Iowa Nitro-
gen Initiative: 2024 Results 
and an Introduction to the 
N-FACT Decision Support 

System”. During lunch, Ken 
Pecinovsky, Farm Superin-
tendent, will review 2024 re-
search trial results conduct-
ed at the NE Research Farm 
and discuss future research 
plans. Kelly Garrett will 
wrap up the presentations 
at 1:00 p.m. as he shares his 
insights on “Regenerative 
Farming and the Benefits of 
Balancing Your Soil Health”. 

A free lunch will be pro-
vided, sponsored by Cor-
teva. Following Garrett’s 
presentation, the NEIAEA 
board of directors will meet. 
The day’s sessions qualify 

for four free CCA credits (3 
CM, 1 NM).

The meeting is free and 
open to the public. The 
program will be held at the 
Borlaug Learning Center 
on the ISU Northeast Re-
search Farm. Directions: 
From Nashua at the Jct. of 
Hwy 218 (Exit 220) and Co. 
Rd. B60, go west on B60 1.1 
miles to Windfall Ave., then 
south 1 mile to 290th St., then 
east 0.2 miles to the farm. 
For more information about 
the event, call Terry Basol at 
641-426-6801.

Evaluate Rotations of Cover 
Crops, Summer Annual 

Forages at Virtual Field Day

(Photo: Cover crop growth in May 2021 at the ISU Mc-
Nay Research Farm near Chariton, by Iowa State Uni-
versity Extension and Outreach)

Elizabeth Ripley,
ISU Extension & Outreach

Iowa Learning Farms, in 
partnership with the Iowa 
Nutrient Research Center 
and Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach, is 
hosting a free virtual field 
day on Thursday, March 13, 
at 1 p.m. Central time. The 
live discussion will feature 
Iowa State University Exten-
sion and Outreach beef spe-
cialists Chris Clark, Erika 
Lundy-Woolfolk and Patrick 
Wall.

Cover crop growth.Since 
2012, Iowa has lost 125,000 
acres of permanent pasture, 
and beef cattle producers 
are maintaining or increas-
ing production on fewer 
and fewer acres of perma-
nent pasture. Cover crops 
and summer annuals can 
help provide an additional 
forage source to Iowa beef 
producers, while protecting 
water quality and preserv-
ing valuable topsoil and nu-
trients. This demonstration 
project conducted at three of 
the ISU Research Farms ex-
plored common cover crop 
and summer annual forage 
crops to evaluate their forage 
quality and yield potential to 
help support producers look-
ing to improve the utilization 
and rest opportunities for 
their pastures.

“A benefit of utilizing 
summer annuals is that here 
in Iowa, we tend to rely on 
perennial cool season pas-
tures that often experience 
a summer slump where the 
pastures don’t grow very 
well during the heat of the 
summer,” shared Clark. “I 

think there’s an opportunity 
to fill in that gap of forage 
production with those sum-
mer annuals and make the 
calendar a little more man-
ageable to hopefully get 
more forage and more cattle 
on the land.”

“One of the big things 
that I feel is exciting from 
this project is the response 
to nitrogen,” noted Lundy-
Woolfolk. “A lot of our pro-
ducers here look at the an-
nual forages as an option to 
help capture and keep some 
of those nutrients in the soil. 
We also know that those 
plants need some nitrogen 
to have the best productiv-
ity possible, so in this study 
some plots received no nitro-
gen while others received 50 
pounds of nitrogen to deter-
mine the economic feasibil-
ity of the systems.”

Participants are encour-
aged to ask questions of the 
presenters. People from all 

backgrounds and areas of in-
terest are encouraged to join.

Virtual field day access 
instructions

Participate in the live 
virtual field day at 1 p.m. 
Central time on March 13 
through one of the following 
options:

Click the Zoom link or 
visit the Iowa Learning 
Farms events page.

Join from a dial-in phone 
line by dialing 646-876-
9923 or 646-931-3860 with 
meeting ID 914 1198 4892.

The field day will be re-
corded and archived on the 
ILF website so that it can be 
watched at any time.

Participants may be eli-
gible for a Certified Crop 
Adviser board-approved 
continuing education unit, if 
approved. Information about 
how to apply to receive the 
CEU will be provided at the 
end of the event.
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