
Check out          Sports on page 9

156th year Number 36      Wednesday, September 3, 2025             $1.25 per copy 

Iowa 
Specialty 

Hospital to 
Stop Accepting 

Certain 
Medicare 

Advantage 
Plans

Amanda Rink, 
Editor

Iowa Specialty Hospitals and Clinics will no longer 
accept certain Medicare Advantage plans. This is a 
move hospital leaders say is meant to protect patients 
and staff from a system that often delays or denies 
needed care.

Medicare is the federal health insurance program 
for people 65 and older. Medicare Advantage plans are 
run by private insurance companies. Funded with fed-
eral dollars, they must cover the same basic services as 
Medicare, but hospital leaders say they frequently add 
hurdles such as prior authorizations, narrow provider 
networks, and slow reimbursements.

The difference often becomes clear inside the hos-
pital. “When we have patients on Medicare Advantage 
plans, many of the plans require pre-authorization for 
services,” said Chief Nursing Officer Beth Carder. She 
noted multiple cases where doctors and nurses recom-
mended continued care but insurers determined there 
was not medical necessity for the services. “Families 
are confused and frustrated because their patient isn’t 
authorized for those services. Some have ended up 
paying privately, which can get pricey as well.”

Chief Compliance Officer Reagan Swisher said 
many patients don’t realize how different Medicare 
Advantage is from traditional Medicare. “Many fami-
lies think that when they have Medicare Advantage... 
it’s Medicare, because of that Medicare Advantage 
name,” he said. “Health insurance is difficult to under-
stand on a good day.”

Iowa Specialty CEO Steve Simonin said the hospital 
is preparing to notify patients about which plans will 
no longer be accepted, some Advantage plans will still 
be accepted. “We are planning on sending a letter via 
MyChart to all of our patients discussing which Medi-
care Advantage plans we don’t accept,” he told The 
Wright County Monitor.

Hospitals nationwide are making similar moves. At 
least 27 health systems have stopped accepting cer-
tain Medicare Advantage plans, citing excessive prior 
authorization denials and slow insurer payments. On 
average, the federal government pays insurers about 
$1,000 a month for each enrollee, but hospitals say that 
hasn’t always translated into reliable coverage for pa-
tients.

To help patients sort through their options, leaders 
point to SHIIP, the Senior Health Insurance Informa-
tion Program, a free, confidential service run by the 
Iowa Insurance Division. SHIIP volunteers are avail-
able in Belmond, Clarion, Hampton, and Garner to 
help seniors compare plans before they enroll.

Medicare’s open enrollment period runs from Sep-
tember through December. Iowa Specialty leaders say 
they hope residents take time to review their choices 
carefully.

“This isn’t about making life harder on patients,” 
Simonin said. Ultimately, the hospital system wants 
patients to understand the coverage they are signing up 
for. “They’re our neighbors,” Simonin stated. In Iowa, 
we take care of our neighbors.

Growing Solutions on Main Street
Clarion Native Tackles Food Access with Hydroponics

Clarion native Cole Lindaman stands beside the new hydroponics system at Wright 
Community Connections. “To me, food access is one of the fundamental issues we 
need to address if we really want to make the world a better place,” he shared with 
The Wright County Monitor. (Photo: Amanda Rink) 

In the hydroponic system, plant roots grow directly in 
water enriched with nutrients, rather than soil, allow-
ing them to thrive indoors year-round. (Photo: Amanda 
Rink)

Amanda Rink, 
Editor 

For lifelong Clarion 
resident Cole Lindaman, 
the path from growing up 
on an acreage to designing 
a hydroponics farm inside 
Wright Community Con-
nections (WCC) has always 
been about one simple idea: 
everyone deserves access to 
fresh, healthy food.

“I grew up in Clarion 
and lived here my entire life 
before going to college,” 
Lindaman said. “Much of 
the fruits and vegetables I 
ate growing up were from 
our own acreage. However, 
many people don’t have 
the space or knowledge to 
be able to grow their own 
food.”

Now, thanks to a $9,500 
grant from Bayer Fund, 
Cole’s vision is becoming 
reality through the Fresh 
Pathways Project. The proj-
ect will house an indoor hy-
droponics farm at the WCC 
Center, producing veg-
etables year-round while 
also serving as a hands-on 
learning space for commu-
nity members.

The Wright County 
Monitor was invited to 
tour the new indoor farm 
at WCC. At first glance, 
the space might look like a 
simple greenhouse, but it’s 
much more than that.

Rows of leafy veggies 
stretch across the room, 
thriving under the glow 
of bright LED lights. The 
lights, which are highly 
energy-efficient, provide 
the plants with the condi-
tions they need to grow 
year-round. Along each 
tray, thin, clear water lines 
deliver the nutrients that 
make up the “hydroponics” 

of Lindaman’s operation.
Before the plants reach 

the trays, they begin in a 
surprising medium: rock 
wool, a material made 
from volcanic rock. Seeds 
are germinated in a mini 
greenhouse where warmth 
and moisture prepare them 
for the next stage of growth.

Lindaman is experi-
menting with cucumbers 
and plans to add tomatoes 
soon. His work has been 
inspired by other growers 
in Iowa, such as Clayton 
Farms in Ames, where pro-
duce is cultivated hydro-
ponically to serve both the 
community and their own 
restaurant.

Lindaman’s interest in 
food access started while 
studying Civil Engineering 
at Iowa State University, 
where he also pursued an 

continued on page 5

Belmond
	 Ruth Johnson has been named chair of the Belmond 
Park Board with Mike Sinnwell as her Vice-Chair.

Eagle Grove
	 A “pedestrian master plan advisory committee” of 
13 people will study sidewalks, trails and safe routes to 
schools with a goal of presenting a draft plan to the city 
council in February.

Rowan
	 The Rowan Public Library is getting ready for its 
annual fall fundraiser meal. Chili and cinnamon rolls 
will be served on September 13 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Area Headlines
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In The Sky During 
September*
David Voigts  
	 September will be an 
exciting month in the sky.  
For the first time in several 
months, there will be a 
bright planet in the evening 
to observe.  Saturn will rise 
in the east before it is fully 
dark and pass through the 
southern sky during the 
night.  It will be the only 
bright object in this dark 
part of the sky, so it should 
be unmistakable.  Saturn’s 
rings also will make it 
unmistakable through a 
telescope.  However, the 
tilt of the rings gradually 
changes, and currently they 
are almost edge-on to earth.  
As a result, Saturn will 
look more like it has been 
pierced by an arrow than 
having beautiful rings.
	 Mars will also be in 
the evening sky, but it 
will set during twilight 
and probably will not be 
visible.  Jupiter, followed 
several hours later by 
brilliant Venus, will be in 
the morning sky.  Mercury 
will be in the morning sky 
early in September and in 
the evening sky at the end 
of the month, but it should 
be too close to the Sun to be 
seen.
	 Saturn’s orbital 
movement has taken it into 
the westernmost part of the 
large, dim constellation 
Pisces (the Fish).  It will 
be below or to the lower 
left of a circlet of seven 
dim stars that represent 
the westernmost of the 
constellation’s two fish.  
As a help in locating this 
most recognizable part of 
Pisces, the circlet also is 

just below the Great Square 
of Pegasus (the Winged 
Horse).  The western fish 
is tied by a long, eastward 
pointing “v” shaped string 
to the eastern fish that 
is just below the middle 
stars of Andromeda (the 
Princes).  At the point of the 
“v” is the constellation’s 
brightest, although dim, 
star.  It represents the 
knot that ties the strings 
together.  In Greek and 
Roman mythology, the 
fish represented Aphrodite 
and her son Eros (Roman, 
Venus and Cupid).  
According to the story, they 
were fleeing from the giant 
Typhon when they jumped 
into a stream and turned 
into fish.  Before swimming 
away to safety, they tied 
their tails together with a 
string so they would not be 
separated. 
	 Saturn will reach 
opposition on September 
20 when it will be opposite 
the Sun in the sky.  On 
this night, Saturn will rise 
at sunset, be at its highest 
point about half way up 
in the southern sky after 
midnight, set at sunrise, 
and be at its brightest and 
closest to Earth for the 
year.  Also, since Saturn’s 
opposition occurs two 
days before the autumnal 
equinox, its position in the 
sky closely approximates 
where the Sun will be in 
six months on the spring 
equinox.  During these six 
months, Earth’s orbit will 
take it to the opposite side 
of the Sun, and the Sun 
will appear to be in Pisces.  
(Take my word for it; never 
look at the Sun.)
Observing Highlights

Sept.   7	Mars will pass 
close to the right of Spica in 
the constellation Virgo (the 
Maiden) low in the western 
sky.  Look soon after sunset 
with binoculars, but it will 
be hard to see.  Also, the 
Moon will be to the upper 
right of Saturn after they 
rise about an hour after 
sunset.
Sept.   8	The Moon will be 
to the left of Saturn. 
Sept. 16	After they rise at 
about 2:00, the Moon will 
be to the left or upper left 
of Jupiter and to the right of 
Castor (below) and Pollux 
(above), the twin stars of 
Gemini (the Twins). 
Sept. 19	After they rise 
about two hours before 
dawn, the crescent Moon 
will form a tight grouping 
with brilliant Venus and 
Regulus to its lower right 
in the constellation Leo (the 
Lion).
Sept. 20	Saturn will be 
at opposition tonight.  
Neptune will be just to the 
left of Saturn and will be 
visible with a telescope.
Sept. 22	The day of the 
autumnal equinox that 
marks the start of fall in 
the northern hemisphere.  
On this day the Sun will be 
directly above the equator.  
It will rise straight in the 
east, set straight in the west, 
and everyone will have 12 
hours of daylight except at 
the poles. 
Sept. 27	Star Party 
sponsored by Grout 
Museum & Black Hawk 
Astronomy Club, Prairie 
Grove Park, Waterloo, 
8-9:30. The Moon will be 
to the left of bright Antares, 
which represents the heart 
of Scorpius (the Scorpion). 

Moon Phase	 Date	    Rises	         Highest Point       Sets	 When Visible
Full moon	 Sept.   7	   Sunset	        Midnight	         Sunrise	  All night
Last quarter	 Sept. 14	   Midnight    Sunrise	         Noon	  A.M
New Moon	 Sept. 23	   Sunrise       Noon 	         Sunset	 Not visible
First quarter	 Sept. 29	   Noon	        Sunset	         Midnight	 P.M.
 *Dates and times are approximate.
Sources: StarDate, Jan-Feb.  Vol. 53, No. 1.
Chartrand III, M. R. Nat. Audubon Soc. Field Guide to the Night Sky. A. A. Krump, 
Inc, NY pub. 1995.
SkyandTelescope.org							        
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Hampton Youth Soccer

Rick Janssen, 
Outdoorsman Columnist

Since my wife is still 
recovering from her lung 
surgery we have not been 
able to get out to fish 
much.  It is just too hard 
for her to sit in the boat for 
long periods of time.  The 
grandkids and I took her for 
a boat ride last week.  That 
was a good time.

I did take the 
opportunity to watch my 
grandson’s soccer game 
on Saturday.  I am amazed 
at how many young kids 
participate in the Hampton 
Youth Soccer program.  
My granddaughter played 
for a few years when she 
was younger, and now my 
grandson has been playing 
for 4 years.

Like any youth event it 
is fun to watch the progress 
the kids make over the 
years.  The first years they 
seem so small, just bigger 
than the soccer ball.  At that 

reading

the lines
with Amanda Rink

Commentary---- 
Three TV stations, one owner: 
What’s at risk?
‘The broadcast business model has completely deteriorated…’
Dave Busiek, 
Iowa Capital Dispatch 

The announced merger 
of companies that own lo-
cal TV stations will have 
a huge impact around the 
country, but especially in 
Des Moines where the com-
bined company would own 
three local stations, includ-
ing two of the top three.

Nexstar already owns 
the largest number of lo-
cal television stations in the 
country, more than 200. It 
owns WHO-TV Channel 
13 in Des Moines. It an-
nounced plans Tuesday to 
buy Tegna, which owns 64 
stations, including WOI-TV 
Channel 5 and KCWI-TV 
Channel 23 in Des Moines.

(For context, Tegna, is 
a 2015 spin-off from Gan-
nett, which owns the Des 
Moines Register. Back 
then, newspaper profits had 
slumped so badly they were 
dragging down the value 
of Gannett’s profitable TV 
holdings, prompting the 
company to split its print 
and broadcast divisions.)

If regulators approve, 
Nexstar would grow to a 
huge portfolio of about 265 
stations. It would also blow 
right past ownership limits 
that the FCC has placed on 
stations for decades.

Existing rules prohibit 
any station owner from 
reaching more than 39% of 
U.S households. The rules 
also prohibit any company 
from owning two of the 
top four rated stations in 
any market. A super-sized 
Nexstar will need federal 
approval to own both WHO 
and WOI, the second- and 
third-rated stations in Des 
Moines.

The TV business has 

changed
Station owners have 

been demanding an end to 
the limits for years. They 
argue tech giants like Meta 
and Google have sucked up 
so many advertising dollars 
that it’s unfair to artificially 
limit TV station consolida-
tion.

Ted Stephens, retired 
general manager at KDSM-
TV in Des Moines, told me 
television streaming has 
siphoned off many view-
ers. “The broadcast busi-
ness model has completely 
deteriorated over the last 
few years,” Stephens said. 
“Station mergers like Next-
star/Tegna are inevitable 
in order for the majority of 
lower-rated stations to sur-
vive.”

But media consolidation 
critics say these mergers 
come at a real cost to local 
communities, where fewer 
independent stations mean 
fewer unique voices, espe-
cially when it comes to lo-
cal news.

President Donald 
Trump’s Federal Com-
munications Commission 
chair Brendan Carr has 
been advocating removing 
or at least loosening these 
so-called ownership caps. 
Now he has the chance to 
do it.

Possible outcomes
Here are three possible 

outcomes if Nexstar is al-
lowed to keep WHO, WOI, 
and KCWI:

1. The FCC says no: 
Regulators could decide 
that’s simply too much, and 
require Nexstar to sell off 
one of the stations to a dif-
ferent company.

2. Business as usual. 
Nexstar could continue to 

operate all three stations 
independently, maintaining 
separate staff, program-
ming, and newsrooms.

3. Consolidation: Nex-
star could find ways to 
combine station operations 
in some ways and trim ex-
penses. It could decide to 
end WOI’s newscasts and 
simply simulcast WHO’s 
news on WOI. It could also 
do something short of that, 
like keep separate anchor 
teams and studios, but have 
reporters in the field pro-
duce stories for both sta-
tions’ newscasts.

Why that matters to you
That last scenario would 

impact news consumers 
the most. Although WOI’s 
newscasts have historically 
garnered much lower rat-
ings than KCCI or WHO, 
it’s still an independent 
voice in the community. If 
you, your company or your 
organization have a story to 
tell, and KCCI or WHO de-
cline, there’s a chance WOI 
might do the story. Under 
scenario #3, that would dis-
appear.

A single owner of WHO, 
WOI and KCWI could also 
work in tandem to increase 
advertising rates in the 
market, which your local 
car dealer or grocery store 
would not be happy about.

And let’s not forget the 
dreaded blackouts. When 
cable or streaming com-
panies (like YouTube TV) 
can’t reach a deal with sta-
tion owners, stations go 
dark — sometimes for 
weeks or months. WOI was 
off Mediacom for a full 
year over a retransmission 
dispute.

With all three stations 
continued on page 5

When the Kids Aren’t Safe
Amanda Rink, 
Editor

“146”
The Number of School 

Shootings so far in 2025.
I had planned to write 

about something “safe” this 
week. Hurricane Katrina, 
maybe, it’s been

twenty years now. But 
it’s the first week of school 
here in Clarion, and across 
the country, and

nothing about this week 
feels safe.

I’m sure most of us have 
heard by now what hap-
pened in Minnesota. A 
gunman opened fire on 
children, this time in a 
Catholic school, during the 
very first Mass of the year. 
The children were praying, 
eyes closed, when the at-
tack began.

One girl described smell-

ing smoke before she even 
heard the gunshot. Another 
child shared how his friend 
threw his body over him to 
shield him. Kids scattered, 
running into classrooms 
for cover. A girl described 
bolting into the pre-K room 
as bullets shattered the 
church’s stained glass win-
dows.

I wrote last week about 
how I hoped my kids would 
always have a way to reach 
me if they needed to. This 
week, I can’t stop thinking 
about the kids in Minnesota 
who didn’t get the chance to 
reach anyone.

My daughter, with her 
certain brand of humor, 
shared a meme* that hit me 
in the gut. It said:

“Vapes** are still a prob-
lem in schools, but thank 
God we got rid of phones.” 
After this week,

you could change it to: 
“Guns are still a problem in 
schools, but thank God we 
got rid of phones.”

Amanda Goodman, 
journalist, mother, and host 
of Faith and Four Letter 
Words, put it this way:

“We live in a country 
where banks are guarded 
like fortresses. We don’t 
hesitate to protect money. 
We don’t ask ‘How will we 
pay for it?’ We just do it, 
because it’s important.” Yet 
everyday, we send our kids 
into schools with “little 
more than locked doors.”

My own mom, who has 
worked in schools for 25 
years, said something that 
stuck with me too:

“I need Cracker Barrel-
logo-change-level*** out-
rage about school shoot-
ings.”

I said I was planning 
to write something “safe” 
this week, something less 
controversial, something 
that wouldn’t make my 
“political leanings” plain. 
But I can’t write about safe 
things when our kids don’t 
feel safe in school.

I know Americans love 
their guns. But why can’t 
we make laws that both 

protect children in schools 
and allow sane, responsible 
citizens to remain armed? 
Why did this issue become 
such a sharp political di-
vide?

Why can’t we all agree 
on this much: that the 
safety of children, kids we 
legally require to spend 
eight hours a day in school, 
should be a priority? Why 
can’t we say, together, that 
this is bigger than politics?

Other countries don’t 
face this problem at the 
same scale. Other countries 
are horrified for us.

And I am horrified, too.
Because children are 

the most precious, most 
vulnerable part of our so-
ciety. Their value is beyond 
measure, far greater than 
money, greater than poli-
tics, greater than ego.

If we can’t come together 
to protect them, then what 
are we even doing?

*An internet meme is a 
funny or clever idea, pic-
ture, video, or phrase that 
people share online.

It usually spreads quick-
ly because people copy it, 
change it a little, and pass 
it along.

** A vape is an electron-
ic device that people use 
to inhale flavored vapor 
(sometimes with nicotine). 
Many people use it as an 
alternative to smoking.

*** Cracker Barrel re-
cently tried to change its 
logo by removing the old 
man and barrel.

Customers felt it erased 
the company’s tradition, 
so after big backlash (and 
even stock losses), the com-
pany quickly brought the 
old logo back. The White-
house took credit for the 
change.

Amanda Rink is the Edi-
tor of The Wright County 
Monitor and a children’s 
book author. When she 
isn’t caring for her family, 
writing for the newspaper, 
or avoiding laundry, she 
can be found hiding in the 
woods with a cup of coffee-
and a romance novel.

point it is all about having 
fun and just learning to kick 
the ball.  I call this the cute 
faze.  No one really cares 
about the level of play; they 
just love watching the little 
kids run up and down the 
field with each other.

As the kids get older 
they learn more about 
the team approach of the 
game.  The coaches teach 
them ball handling skills 
and more of the rules of 
the game.  It is still cute to 
watch them, but you can 
tell that the game is getting 
more serious for the players 
now.  The players learn how 
to move the ball around 
and when they can touch 
the ball, how to throw the 
ball in, and various other 
skills.  One of the rules that 
I found interesting with 
the younger kids is that is 
someone falls down and 
does not get right back up, 
play is halted, and all the 

continued on page 5
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Legal notices

August 18, 2025
Chairman Rasmussen called the 

regular meeting of the Wright Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors to order at 
9:00 a.m. Members present were 
Kluss, Bosch, Rasmussen, Loux, 
and Ellis.

Motion by Loux and seconded 
by Bosch to approve the tentative 
agenda. Motion carries.

Minutes of the previous regular 
meeting of August 11, 2025 were 
read and approved.

Approved claims for payment.
In open forum, Mark Thompson 

was interested in learning more 
about the seismic testing that is 
happening in Wright County. Adam 
Clemons, Wright County Engineer, 
discussed a few details and will get 
Thompson in touch with Kyle Handy 
with Twin Rivers Exploration. There 
are demonstrations going on at the 
Heartland Museum this week.

The Board discussed the 28E 
Agreement with the City of Dows 
for law enforcement services. The 
agreement is for August 1, 2025 to 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wright County Supervisors August 18, 2025 Minutes

July 31, 2026 and will provide gen-
eral law enforcement services to 
the City of Dows. The City will pay 
the Wright County Sheriff $26,350 
for the services. The Board would 
like to table this item until next 
week, August 25th , to hear from 
the Wright County Sheriff.

Clemons discussed the posting 
of a new truck driver position in the 
Clarion Maintenance Facility. Ellis 
would like to restructure within the 
Secondary Roads Department. Mo-
tion by Ellis and seconded by Kluss 
to rescind the motion from August 
11th , approving the internal posting 
for a truck driver out of the Clarion 
Maintenance Facility. Motion car-
ries.

Clemons gave an update on the 
Secondary Roads Department.

Motion by Bosch and seconded 
by Ellis to adjourn the meeting. Mo-
tion carries.
Rick Rasmussen, Chairman, Wright 
County Board of Supervisors
Amanda Meyer, Wright County Au-
ditor

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. September 3, 2025

Letter from the Editor...  
Where Has the Courthouse News Gone?

Courthouse news

Lately, I’ve gotten 
several calls, texts, 
emails, and even stops on 
the street all asking the 
same question: Where’s 
the courthouse news? 

The answer is... it 
hasn’t gone anywhere. 
I still collect the 
information every 
week. The challenge 
is that we’re short-

staffed and don’t currently 
have someone available 
to properly process and 
prepare it for print. It’s 
important to do it right, 
because if courthouse news 
is reported inaccurately, it 
can cause serious problems, 
and nobody wants that. 
That is why you will often 
only see vital records, I am 
able to gather that info and 

prepare it for print without 
worrying about it being 
done wrong. 

Right now, The Wright 
County Monitor is run 
by just one full-time staff 
member (me) and two part-
time team members: one 
who handles design and 
another who covers sports. 
With such a small team, 
my focus has to remain on 

delivering the stories and 
local news that matter 
most to you.

I ask for your patience 
as we work through 
this. Courthouse news 
will return, and in the 
meantime, thank you for 
understanding and for 
continuing to support 
your local newspaper.
- Amanda Rink, Editor

BIRTHS
Audrey Mae Smith was 
born on July 27, 2025, 
to Emma and Kyle 
Smith of Mason City. 
 Percy James Foley was 
born on July 28, 2025, 
to Jessica and Daniel 
Foley of Webster City. 
 Onyx Tobias Dragon 
Knight was born on 
July 28, 2025, to Megan 
Knight of Mason City. 
 Jovi Mae Kuepfer was 
born on July 29, 2025, 
to Karrine and Jordan 
Kuepfer of Sheffield. 
 Santiago Jesus Mendez 
Hernandez was born on July 
30, 2025, to Ana Mendez 
Hernandez of Eagle Grove. 
 Dylan Alexis Jimenez 
Lopez was born on July 
31, 2025, to Yaquelin 
Lopez Matul of Belmond. 
 Aranza Melek Padilla 
Castro was born on July 
31, 2025, to Glendy Castro 
Guevara of Webster City. 
 Delilah Eve Rhyne was born 
on August 1, 2025, to Addie 
Parham of Mason City. 
 Evelyn Jo Lahr was born on 
August 1, 2025, to Hayley 
and Shaylon Lahr of Garner. 
 Kenna Marie Howlett was 
born on August 1, 2025, 
to Shaelee and Lucas 
Howlett of Belmond. 
 Ervin James Mennenga 
was born on August 2, 
2025, to Hinda and Cole 
Mennenga of Latimer. 
 Dayrin Ailany Ordonez 
Sopon was born on 
August 4, 2025, to Mirta 
Ordonez Sopon of Clarion. 
 Phoenix Johnathan 
Netland-Booth was born on 
August 4, 2025, to Desarae 
Netland of Klemme. 
 Bernave Julian Lopez 
Tol was born on August 
4, 2025, to Glendy Tol 
Ageataz of Belmond. 
 Alexis Raelynn Srigley was 
born on August 5, 2025, to 
Echo Nicholson of Dows. 
Cooper John Alden was 
born on August 5, 2025, 
to Kelliann and Brett 
Alden of Mason City. 
 Noah Rey Stokka was born 
on August 6, 2025, to Kelsey 
Aguilar of Clear Lake. 
 Riley Rush McDermott 
was born on August 7, 2025, 
to Summer and Matthew 
McDermott of Britt. 

 Liam Craig Wood was 
born on August 7, 2025, 
to Kelsey and Christofer 
Wood of Mason City. 
 Mirella Maxine Mason 
was born on August 
8, 2025, to Kennedie 
Younke of Nora Springs. 
 Gael Alexander 
Maldonado Taracena was 
born on August 8, 2025, 
to Neysi Maldonado 
Taracena of Clarion. 
 Graham Eugene Hanna 
was born on August 8, 
2025, to Morgan and Phillip 
Hanna of Forest City. 
 Kiara Faye Philipp was 
born on August 9, 2025, 
to Brieanna and Joshua 
Wagler of Clear Lake. 
 Hayden Mendoza Capps 
was born on August 
10, 2025, to Rebekah 
Capps of Latimer. 
 Mia Ailany Larios Jiguan 
was born on August 10, 
2025, to Glendy Jiguan 
Gomez of Fort Dodge.

Kasen James 
Greenwood was born 
on August 13, 2025, to 
Emily Althof of Manly. 
 Weston Grey Heiden 
was born on August 
13, 2025, to Rebecca 
Calkins of Belmond. 
 Kohen John VanHove 
was born on August 15, 
2025, to Brittane and 
Kyle VanHove of Ackley. 
 Antonella Isamar Martinez 
Pacheco was born on 
August 15, 2025, to Lleana 
Pacheco Solis of Alexander. 
 Dylan Felipe Bernal 
Terraza was born on August 
16, 2025, to Juana Terraza 
Herrera of Webster City. 
 Noah Michael Eden 
was born on August 17, 
2025, to Madison and 
Levi Eden of Titonka. 
 Norah Avery Ford was 
born on August 17, 2025, to 
Sarah Dilliner of Stanhope. 
 Ellabeth May Matul 
was born on August 
17, 2025, to Rosemary 
Carlson of Eagle Grove. 
 Isla Mae Hudson was 
born on August 18, 2025, 
to Marydith and Ethan 
Hudson of Webster City. 
 Garett Roger Buns 
was born on August 18, 
2025, to Samantha and 
Thomas Buns of Woden. 
 Maggie Jane Roth was 

born on August 18, 2025, 
to Mikayla and Mark Roth 
of Garner.

 Toby James Weber 
was born on August 
19, 2025, to Ruby 
Heaton of Webster City. 
 Aylen Veliz Rosa was 
born on August 20, 
2025, to Crucita Rose 
Ochoa of Webster City. 
 Navy Elizabeth Bieber-
Demsey was born on 
August 21, 2025, to Brittany 
Bieber of Clear Lake. 
 Elias Michael Atlee 
Jones was born on August 
21, 2025, to Kaitlyn 
Ralston of Garner. 
 Draven Keith Warren was 
born on August 22, 2025, to 
Aidia Schmid of Kanawha. 
 Henry Richard Warren 
Haugen was born on 
August 22, 2025, to 
Lindsay and Anthony 
Haugen of Forest City. 
 Stella Laine Kloser 
was born on August 22, 
2025, to Kaitlyn and 
Tyler Kloser of Garner. 
 Jaxson Dennis Ferdinand 
was born on August 
22, 2025, to Morgan 
Schlichting of Clarion. 
 Jacaerys Reid Jergenson 
was born on August 
23, 2025, to Courtney 
Hauck of Algona. 
 Viviana Grace Valenzuela 
was born on August 
23, 2025, to Trinity 
and Emilio Valenzuela 
Morteo of Hampton. 
 Andres Charles Saravia 
Guzman was born on 
August 24, 2025, to Anna 
and Adrian Saravia Guzman 
Warner of Mason City. 
 Tatum Wren Davis was 
born on August 24, 2025, to 
Tiara Paul of Eagle Grove. 
 Weston Chase Reynolds 
was born on August 25, 
2025, to Kali and Cole 
Reynolds of Thornton. 

DEATHS
Fred Mullenax of Clarion 

was born on November 
19, 1938, and died on July 
18, 2025, at the age of 86. 
 Ray Evans of Klemme 
was born on February 1, 
1962, and died on July 
22, 2025, at the age of 63. 
 Donna J. Fibikar (Yoder) of 
Clarion was born on January 
16, 1953, and died on July 

30, 2025, at the age of 72. 
 Tami DeAnn Pruismann 
(Flaws) of Woolstock 
was born on January 29, 
1960, and died on August 
3, 2025, at the age of 65. 
 Roger Dean Fletcher of 
Clarion was born on August 
6, 1956, and died on August 
4, 2025, at the age of 68. 
 Roberta Jean Allen 
(Ingertson) of Eagle Grove 
was born on January 18, 
1941, and died on August 
5, 2025, at the age of 84.

Charles Cook of Belmond 
was born on January 2 1960 
and died on August 6, 2025 
at the age of 65. 

Ronald Harmeyer  of 
Goldfield was born on July 
31 1935 and died on at the 
age of 90. 

 Steven Woodbeck of 
Eagle Grove was born 
on February 25, 1951, 
and died on August 15, 
2025, at the age of 74. 
 Marvin Wells of Eagle 
Grove was born on May 8, 
1931, and died on August 
19, 2025, at the age of 94.

 Vicki Jean McMurray 
(Anderson) of Belmond 
was born on March 11, 
1954, and died on August 
1, 2025, at the age of 71. 
 Randyll Alan Musselman 
of Belmond was born 
on June 19, 1942, and 
died on August 16, 
2025, at the age of 83. 
 Joyce Lea Jeanblanc 
(Johnson) of Eagle Grove 
was born on March 19, 
1953, and died on August 
23, 2025, at the age of 72. 
 Merry Lee Conaway 
(Anderson) of Eagle Grove 
was born on April 3, 1952, 
and died on August 24, 
2025, at the age of 73.

MARRIAGES
Bradley Dougherty, 46, 

of Belmond was wed to 
Melissa Severson, 52, of 
Belmond on July 31, 2025. 
 Kinverli Almanza, 23, of 
Clarion was wed to Jose 
Valdez Escobedo, 22, of 
Clarion on August 3, 2025. 
 Thomas Orness, 27, of 
Clarion was wed to Jesselyn 
Hoppe, 22, of Clarion on 
August 1, 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rowan/McBride

In re 135 East Main Street
CITY OF  ROWAN, IOWA vs

RONALD ANTHONY McBRIDE,
Equity No.  EQCV025399
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED

DEFENDANT:
RONALD ANTHONY McBRIDE 

342 Euclid Ave.
Waterloo, IA 50701

You are notified that a petition has 
been filed in the office of the clerk of 
this court naming you as the defen-
dant in this action. A copy of this pe-
tition (and any documents filed with 
it) is attached to this notice. The 
attorneys for the plaintiff are Jason 
C. Palmer, and John A. Maschman 
of Lamson Dugan & Murray LLP, 
whose address is 6400 Westown 
Pkwy., Ste 280, West Des Moines, 
Iowa, 50266. The attorney’s tele-
phone number is 515-513-5003; 
facsimile number is 515-298-6536.

This case has been filed in a 
county that utilizes electronic fil-
ing. General rules and information 
on electronic filing are contained 
in Iowa Court Rules Chapter 16. 
Information regarding require-
ments related to the protection of 

personal information in court filings 
is contained in Iowa Court Rules 
Chapter 16, Division VI. You must 
serve a motion or answer within 
20 days after service of this Origi-
nal Notice upon you by using the 
Iowa Judicial Branch Electronic 
Document Management System 
(EDMS) at  www.iowacourts.state.
ia.us/efile, unless you obtain from 
the court an exemption from elec-
tronic filing requirements. If you do 
not file your appearance, motion 
or answer within 20 days from the 
date you are served with this Origi-
nal Notice, judgment by default will 
be rendered against you for the re-
lief demanded in the application. If 
you require the assistance of auxil-
iary aids or services to participate in 
court because of a disability, imme-
diately call your district ADA coordi-
nator at 1-641-684-6502. (If you are 
hearing impaired, call Relay Iowa 
TTY at 1-800-735-2942).

IMPORTANT: YOU ARE AD-
VISED TO SEEK LEGAL ADVICE 
AT ONCE TO PROTECT YOUR 
INTERESTS.

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. September 3, 10 & 18 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rowan/Eckley

In re 138 Main Street
THE CITY OF  ROWAN, IOWA

vs SHAD ECKLEY,
Equity No. EQCV025398,
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 

DEFENDANT:
SHAD ECKLEY, 2148 320th St,

Fort Dodge, IA 50501-8662
You are notified that a petition 

has been filed in the office of the 
clerk of this court naming you as 
the defendant in this action. A copy 
of this petition (and any documents 
filed with it) is attached to this no-
tice. The attorneys for the plaintiff 
are Jason C. Palmer, and John 
A. Maschman of Lamson Dugan 
& Murray LLP, whose address is 
6400 Westown Pkwy, Ste 280, 
West Des Moines, Iowa, 50266. 
The attorney’s telephone number is 
515-513-5003; facsimile number is 
515-298-6536.

This case has been filed in a 
county that utilizes electronic fil-
ing. General rules and information 
on electronic filing are contained 
in Iowa Court Rules Chapter 16. 
Information regarding require-
ments related to the protection of 

personal information in court filings 
is contained in Iowa Court Rules 
Chapter 16, Division VI. You must 
serve a motion or answer within 
20 days after service of this Origi-
nal Notice upon you by using the 
Iowa Judicial Branch Electronic 
Document Management System 
(EDMS) at  www.iowacourts.state.
ia.us/efile, unless you obtain from 
the court an exemption from elec-
tronic filing requirements. If you do 
not file your appearance, motion 
or answer within 20 days from the 
date you are served with this Origi-
nal Notice, judgment by default will 
be rendered against you for the re-
lief demanded in the application. If 
you require the assistance of auxil-
iary aids or services to participate in 
court because of a disability, imme-
diately call your district ADA coordi-
nator at 1-641-684-6502. (If you are 
hearing impaired, call Relay Iowa 
TTY at 1-800-735-2942).

IMPORTANT: YOU ARE AD-
VISED TO SEEK LEGAL ADVICE 
AT ONCE TO PROTECT YOUR 
INTERESTS.

 

 

Parents:
You may save the life 

of a child.
Potentially dangerous drugs are in the hands of Iowa children…

Synthetic drugs, sometimes called fake marijuana and bath salts.

They have found their way into our communities and schools.

Talk to your children now.

Find out more at DrugFreeIowa.org
For Immediate Assistance, call the Iowa Substance Abuse 

Information Center toll-free Help Line at 866-242-4111.

JJ Partnership
@ DrugFreeIowa.org

©
Partnership @

 D
rugFreeIow

a.org

Legals are your 
right to know!

Get all your news online:
www.clarionnewsonline.com
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Equal Housing 
opportunity

a HouseSOLD name

**A WINNING COMBINATION **
for Real Estate Success!

104 North Main St. • Clarion, IA 
515.532.2150 

www.clarioniowarealty.com

Carol Haupt • Broker/Owner

Nearly half of Iowa corn 
at the dent stage

Cami Koons,
Iowa Capital Dispatch

Forty-five percent of Iowa 
corn acres have reached the 
dent stage and soybeans are 
just beginning to color, with 
nearly all, or 90%, of the 
crop already setting pods, 
according to the latest crop 
progress and condition re-
port from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Corn and soybean crops 
are a day or two behind the 
five year average schedule 
on several progression stag-
es. Corn in the dough stage 
reached 88% which is three 
days behind the average for 
the Aug. 18 through Aug. 24 
reporting period.

Corn acres rated 84% 
good to excellent and soy-
bean acres rated 79% good 
to excellent, a slight drop 
from the previous reporting 
period for both crops. 

The report also noted 
disease pressure continued 
to rise in Iowa crops. Field 
agronomists with Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach noted continued 
presence of southern corn 
rust and sudden death syn-
drome, along with a slew 
of other diseases and pests 
have been present across the 

state. 
Oat harvest is nearly fin-

ished in the state at 97% 
completion, and nearly 80% 
of alfalfa hay acres have had 
a third cutting. 

Crop phenological stages:
• Corn in dough stage: a 
thick or dough-like sub-
stance is present in all ker-
nels.
• Corn in dent stage: all the 
kernels have dented, ear is 
firm and no milk is present 
in the kernels.
• Soybeans setting pods: 
pods are developing on low-
er portions of the plant, with 
some blooming still on top 
of plant.
• Soybeans coloring: pods 
begin to reach mature color.

Farmers had nearly 6 
days suitable for field work 
this week and enjoyed high 
temperatures in the upper 
70s and low 80s later in the 
week due to a cold front that 
pushed in. 

“Farmers across Iowa en-
joyed a welcome break from 
the rain last week along with 
cooler temperatures and less 
humidity,” Iowa Secretary 
of Agriculture Mike Naig 
said in a statement. 

Naig said the cooler tem-

peratures are forecast to 
hang around for the remain-
der of the month. 

Despite the cool tempera-
tures through the weekend, 
the average temperature 
for the reporting period 
was still 1.3 degrees above 
normal, according to State 
Climatologist Justin Glisan, 
who said temperatures were 
“unseasonably warm” for 
most of the period. 

Ames logged the highest 
temperature for the week, 
which at 97 degrees Fahr-
enheit was 16 degrees above 
the normal. 

Northeastern parts of the 
state had “unseasonably” 
high precipitation totals 
early in the week, with some 
areas logging as much as 6 
inches of rain. 

The average precipitation 
across the state was 0.87 
inch, just slightly below the 
normal of 0.93 inch.

Read more from Cami 
Koons online at IowaCap-
italDispatch.com ©Copy-
right 2025, Iowa Capital 
Dispatch. Published under 
a Creative Commons li-
cense, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. 
Read more at iowacapitald-
ispatch.com

Engineering Sales minor.
 “There I developed a 

small system designed from 
a 5-gal bucket,” he recalled. 
“It really got me thinking 
about the different ways we 
could produce more food in 
unique ways.”

That idea, combined 
with what he saw growing 
up in rural Iowa, provided a 
light bulb moment.

 “Personally, growing 
up in the area, I was able to 
experience the difficulties 
of eating healthy in a rural 
setting,” he said. “Despite 
being lucky enough to have 
grocery stores in our larger 
communities, accessibility 
is still limited.”

The statistics back him 
up: 1 in 6 children in Iowa 
are food insecure, 90–95% 
of Iowa’s food is imported, 
and 1 in 4 Iowans don’t eat 
a serving of fruits or veg-
etables daily.

“To me, food access is 
one of the fundamental is-
sues that we need to address 
if we really want to make 
the world a better place,” 
Lindaman said. He thinks 
hydroponic technology will 
be key to make this change. 

Hydroponic farming al-
lows plants to grow indoors 
without soil. Instead, plants 
are given the basic needs, 
light, water, and nutrients, 
in a controlled environ-
ment.

 “As long as you can get 
these things to the plant, 
they are actually extreme-
ly flexible in where they 
can grow,” Lindaman ex-
plained. “For hydroponics, 
we provide these in a way 
that allows us to grow in-
doors year round. We use 
LEDs to provide the light, 
filter regular tap water to 
provide to the plants, and 
utilize a nutrient ‘salt’ that 
dissolves in the water and is 

Growing Solutions 
continued from page 1

absorbed by plants.”
The produce grown at 

the farm will be available 
for purchase at the WCC 
Center. Lindaman said the 
goal is to create a self-sus-
taining model where pro-
duce sales help cover farm 
costs and fund other com-
munity programs.

“At the same time, we 
want to make sure that we 
are making more food ac-
cessible to all levels of the 
community,” he said. “As 
we are getting into the 
operations phase of the 
project, we want to create 
opportunities to get the pro-
duce to additional portions 
of the community that may 
be underserved.”

Farms cover nearly 90% 
of Iowa’s land, yet most of 
those farms do not produce 
food for people to eat di-
rectly. In fact, Iowa imports 
roughly the same percent-
age of its food, about 90%, 
according to a study by the 
Leopold Center for Sustain-
able Agriculture.

That reliance on import-
ed food comes with both 
direct and indirect costs, 
especially in transporta-
tion. The average item in a 
grocery store has traveled 
nearly 1,500 miles before 
reaching a plate in Iowa. By 
contrast, produce purchased 
from local farmers, whether 
from Lindaman’s hydro-
ponics farm or a farmers’ 
market, typically travels 
just 50 miles. The differ-
ence not only reduces costs 
and environmental impact 
but also supports the local 
economy while advancing 
community efforts to fight 
food insecurity. 

For Lindaman, access 
to healthy food goes hand 
in hand with rural health. 
“Rural communities across 
the country are facing in-

creased issues related to 
health and wellness. While 
maintaining access to ru-
ral healthcare is important, 
individuals and communi-
ties can create better health 
outcomes by ensuring that 
there is a source of nutri-
tional food,” he said.

Local food production, 
he added, also builds trust. 
“You see the entire process. 
This is really important as 
a building block to connect 
the community in other 
ways.”

And while Clarion is the 
starting point, Lindaman 
believes the WCC model 
could grow well beyond 
Wright County.

 “I think the model we 
are creating at WCC could 
serve as a valuable tool to 
get people thinking about 
their food more and start to 
think about how their diets 
could be changed,” he said. 
“The space and methods to 
grow the food may be dif-
ferent in each community 
but the goal of teaching 
while growing can benefit 
any community.”

Beyond food sales, the 
farm will be a hands-on 
learning hub. Volunteers 
will be able to help with 
seed starting, harvesting, 
and packaging, while class-
es, planned in partnership 
with ISU Extension and 
other groups, will teach 
residents how to implement 
these methods at home. 

With support from 
Bayer Fund, Iowa’s Farmer 
Union, and the hard work 
from those at WCC, the 
Fresh Pathways Project is 
more than food.. it is a seed 
of hope, planted right on 
Clarion’s Main Street. 

For more information 
please visit WCC at 215 
N Main St. Clarion, Iowa 
50525. 

under one roof, Nexstar 
would have even more le-
verage in these negotia-
tions. If those negotiations 
go south, viewers could 
lose not just one channel — 
but three.

To be clear, none of this 
is guaranteed. Multiple 
regulators will need to ap-
prove the Nexstar-Tegna 
deal. But the pressure is 
mounting — from broad-
casters who want to con-
solidate, from regulators 
debating old rules in a digi-

Commentary continuted from page 3
tal age, and from viewers 
and businesses who may be 
caught in the crossfire.

This likely is only the 
first of what could be a sig-
nificant wave of deals. The 
media landscape in Des 
Moines — and across the 
country — could soon look 
very different.

©Copyright 2025, Iowa 
Capital Dispatch. Pub-
lished under a Creative 
Commons license, CC 
BYNC-ND 4.0. Read more 

at iowacapitaldispatch.
com

Dave Busiek spent 43 
years working in Iowa radio 
and television newsrooms 
as a reporter, anchor and the 
last 30 years as news direc-
tor of KCCI-TV, the CBS 
affiliate in Des Moines. He 
retired at the end of 2018. 
He is a member of the Iowa 
Writers’ Collaborative and 
his blog, “Dave Busiek on 
Media” appears on Sub-
stack. 

Parish Restructuring Plans 
Meetings Slated
Michael Hohenbrink
Mid-America Publishing

Big changes could be 
coming for area parishes.

Plans that could include 
parish restructuring were 
set to be released Tues-
day by the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque.

Along with that, a series 
of 34 regional information-
al sessions is planned.

According to the time-
line released by the Archdi-
ocese, currently the second 
phase is in effect, called 
“Consult & Discern” run-
ning from August 2025 to 
March 2026.

Phase Three will be im-
plementation, set for April 
2026.

Information made pub-
lic by the Sacred Heart 
Parish in Oelwein has said 
that what is planned is what 
is known as “pastorates.” 
This would pair multiple 
parishes in what could re-

semble a plan implemented 
in Allamakee County ear-
lier this year.

Back in March, St. Ann-
St. Joseph, Harpers Ferry; 
Immaculate Conception, 
Lansing; St. Joseph, New 
Albin, and Immaculate 
Conception, Wexford, were 
merged as Archbishop 
Thomas Zinkula estab-
lished Holy Family of the 
Bluffs Parish, Lansing.

The Rev. Joseph J. 
Sevcik was named pastor 
for the newly-established 
parish with the Rev. Philip 
Agyei assigned as a sacra-
mental priest.

According to the Aug. 
3 Sacred Heart bulletin, 
“The Archdiocese will pro-
pose models for groupings 
of parishes (called pastor-
ates) and gather parishioner 
feedback.”

According to the July 27 
bulletin, “Each storage will 
have one pastor and usually 

one or more other priests 
called “Parochial Vicars” 
(previously called Associ-
ate Pastors).”

Sharing clergy, adjust-
ing Mass schedules and/or 
places and possible mergers 
are all possible.

Regional Meetings 
Coming

The upcoming regional 
meetings will include infor-
mation about the rationale 
as well as timeline.
  Among the meetings 
planned are:
Saturday, Sept. 20 - St. 
Francis de Sales, Ossian, 
from 9 a.m. to noon
Monday, Sept. 22 - St. Pat-
rick, Waukon, from 6 to 9 
p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 23 - St. Pat-
rick, Monona, from 6 to 9 
p.m. 
    On the web:
https://www.dbqjourneyin-
faith.org/

players take a knee.  This 
allows the coaches to come 
and check on the fallen 
player to make sure they 
are OK.

At the next level I see 
the players really working 
on team strategy and player 
positions.  Now there is a 
clear cut positions that they 
learn.  Some are forwards 
and some are backs.  It is 
easy to see the difference 
and how the players react.  
At this stage of play it is 
not just EVERYONE goes 
to the ball and just kicks 
it anywhere.  Players are 
trying to dribble the ball 
and pass to an open player.  
I admit, I don’t understand 
the rules and strategy of the 

Out and About continued from page 3
game, but it is great to see 
the young players learning 
about teamwork.

At the game I watched 
on Saturday an interesting 
thing happened.  On of the 
players fell and just stayed 
on the ground.  I don’t think 
she was hurt in any way, but 
she just stayed down.  In 
amazement, all the players 
around her just stopped!  At 
this level of play, they could 
have just kept going, but 
everyone had been taught 
well.  You could see that the 
players did not know what 
to do.  In past levels of play 
they would have all taken a 
knee, but at this level play 
can continue.  There was an 
opposition player with the 

ball right beside her, but he 
just stopped to make sure 
she was OK.  Maybe not 
the best scoring strategy, 
but it was the right thing to 
do.

I commend all the adults 
that volunteer for youth 
programs.  It takes some 
very dedicated adults to 
put something like this 
together.  When my kids 
were younger, they did 
not have soccer, but there 
was baseball and softball 
all summer long.  I want 
to give a big shout out and 
thank you to the adults that 
help with the many youth 
programs we have in the 
area.  

If you want to see kids 
have a great time, just go 
by the youth soccer fields 
in East Park on Saturday 
and watch. Oh yeah, better 
bring a chair and good luck 
finding a parking spot.  
There are getting to be so 
many kids playing soccer 
that they are running out 
of space for fields and 
parking.  What a wonderful 
problem to have.

Please kindly note that the main 
staff of The Wright County Monitor 

works remotely and does not 
operate an office in Clarion. 

For direct communication, please contact 
Newspaper Editor and Writer 

Amanda Rink by phone/text at 
515.364.2344 or by email at 

news@wrightcountymonitor.com. 

NOTICE
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Michael Ewing

Bruce’s
Auto Service
Master ASE Certified
1502 Central Ave. W. 

Clarion
515-532-6802

Over 25 years experience

Dr. David Gildner  

Optometrist
Family Eye Care

Clarion
515-532-3630

210 North Main • Clarion
515-532-6626
Laura Phillips 

Pharmacy Manager
Family Practice Clinic

Clarion • 532-2836

1209 Central Ave. E.
515-532-2887

Goldfield
Communications
Service Corp
Call us for all your phone needs
828-3888 or 800-825-9753

110 13th Avenue SW
Clarion, Iowa 50525

920 Central Ave E
Clarion

515-532-2425
www.mywrightchoice.com

Stevenson Insurance
Services

Abens-Marty-Curran Agency

Goldfield
515-825-3476

Care for the ones who cared for you
1-800-HOSPICE (467-7423)

www.iowa-hospice.com

Eagle Grove
Goldfield
Clarion

www.ssbankia.com515-532-2893

315 Central Ave East • Clarion 
515/532-2841

Most Insurance Accepted

1407 Central Ave. East  
Clarion, IA 50525

Phone 515-532-2444
Fax 515-532-2299

www.hansontire.net
Email: 

che_hanson72@yahoo.com

HOGAN s HANSEN
A Professional Corporation

Certified Public Accountants 
and Consultants

Insurance products are not FDIC insured, not insured 
by any federal government agency, not a deposit, not 
guaranteed by the bank.

Member FDIC

Belmond
641-444-3380

          Britt - 641-843-3839
       Kanawha - 641-762-3211

  Clarion & Dows - 515-532-2233
       Belmond - 641-444-3248

           www.ewingfh.com

303 East Main • Belmond, IA
Phone: 641-444-3274

Tax Season is upon us - We can help!
www.hoganhansen.com

   Follow us on Facebook!
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As the Labor Day weekend passes and we fall into a new 
month’s rhythm and routine, now is a great time to reflect on 
our work. We all may have differing feelings about our careers 

or current jobs, and we also may have differing qualifications for 
what work is suitable for us, considering our abilities. Beyond this, 
some may look for jobs that align with their beliefs, personally and/
or spiritually. Important reflections, then, can focus on whether 
we are happy with our current careers, whether our current 
careers align with us spiritually and personally, and whether we 
are spending too much time worrying over various aspects of our 
work life. We should also put a strong focus on how we spend our 
time out of work. People tend to believe that their careers are 
something that nearly, or sometimes fully, define them. However, we 
should stray from this line of thinking if it is approached, as it only 
serves to undermine who we are. On our time off, reflections on 
and appreciation for our efforts throughout the work week can be 
beneficial. Additionally, allowing concerns related to this to escape 
your mind, if only for a bit, can be even more beneficial. We must 
rest from work at times, looking for clarity and a reconnection with 
ourselves. Ultimately, the result this brings is a renewed focus as we 
return to our work. Beyond the Labor Day weekend, celebrate those 
who put forth great effort in all their work and remind them to take 
time for rest and reflection.
–James Stone

Behind Our Labor

Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28 (NIV)“

“

** Play BINGO at the 
Clarion Senior Citizens 
Center every Friday 
at 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
** Enjoy  Farmers’ 
Markets in Clarion every 
Saturday  from 9 - 11 a.m. 
East side of courthouse - in 
Courthouse Parking Lot!  
** Enjoy Labor Day 
festivities in Kanawha - 
Monday, September 1! 
** “Easy Going Senior 
Exercises” at the Clarion 
Senior Citizens Center 
every Monday and 
Thursday afternoon, 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. Play 
Mahjong at 1:30 p.m. on 
Mondays! Learn to play 
Uker, men, on Tuesdays 
at 10 a.m. (Changes on 
Monday for Labor Day!) 
** Clarion’s Blood Drive is 
the first Tuesday afternoon 
of each month. The next 
one is Tuesday, September 
2 - United Presbyterian 
Church from 1 - 6 p.m. 
** 500 card players: Now 
play ‘500’ each Wednesday 
at Clarion’s Senior Citizens 
Center;  both men and 
women. Always from  1:30 
- 3:30 p.m. 
** First Lutheran Church 
“Salad Luncheon & 
Tailgate Party”, 420 - 1st 
Street N.W., on Wednesday, 
September 3. Serving 11 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Dine in 
or Take out - $10. Wear 
your favorite team colors! 
**  St. John’s Catholic 
Church   Altar Society is 
hosting its annual    Fall 
Salad/Sandwich Luncheon 
& Country Store   on 
Wednesday, September 10; 
Serving from 11 a.m.- 1 p.m.  

Carryouts will be available. 
Fundraiser sponsors 1 Haiti 
teacher in its Sister Parish. 
** First Lutheran 
Church FOOD PANTRY 
in Clarion, 420 - First Street 
N.W., is open on the second 
and fourth Thursdays  of 
each month,  from 5 - 7 
p.m. Next events are 
September 11 & 25! 
** Clarion Production 
OPEN HOUSE at Bayer, 
617 Central Avenue West 
in Clarion. On Friday, 
September 12; serving 
lunch at noon. Tours 
from noon until 2:30 p.m. 
** September is Football 
Season. CGD Homecoming 
is Friday, September 12! 
** Down Memory Lane 
Park ‘4 Person Best 
Shot” Golf Tournament at 
Oakridge golf course in 
Goldfield. On Saturday, 
September 13; 10 a.m. 
shot gun start. $40 per 
person; fundraiser for 
Down Memory Lane Park. 
Sign up? Greg Schipull at 
515-851-1865 or Oakridge 
clubhouse 515-825-3611. 
** It’s the ‘3rd annual 
Fiesta Cultural de Clarion’ 
on Saturday, September 
13 from noon until 
10 a.m. Gazebo Park. 
** Play BINGO at The Bru 
the 4th Tuesday of each 
month, this time the evening 
of Tuesday, September 23. 
  ** THANK YOU:   To 
everyone who are spending 
lots of time mowing grass 
and caring for your yards 
and lawns. Busy, busy 
summer!

Clarion Area
CLARION FIRST 
METHODIST CHURCH
201 3rd Ave. NE, Clarion, IA 
50525
Pastor Craig Luttrell
515-532-2845 
website: www.clarion.church
Church Office 
Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 
a.m. – Noon
• Sunday, September 7
	 9:00 a.m. Bible Study
	 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
outside (weather permitting)
	 Blessing of the Backpacks for 
the kids
• Sunday, September 14
	 9:00 a.m. Bible Study
	 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA
420 1st St NW, Clarion, IA
515-532-3440
www.firstlutheranclarion.com
“YOU are love, YOU belong, 
YOU are called, and YOU are 
gifted” 
• 9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Services

UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST, 
CONGREGATIONAL
121 3rd Avenue N.W., Clarion
• Sunday, September 7
	 9:00 a.m. Worship
	 10:00 a.m. Fellowship

CHURCH OF CHRIST
420 North Main, Clarion
Pastor Warren Curry 
515-532-3273 
http://clarionchurchofchrist.
weebly.com
Facebook Clarion Church of 
Christ
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship, also live 
each Sunday on Facebook
6:00 a.m. Tuesday Iron Man, 
Fellowship Hall, Church Building
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, Weekly 
Prayer Time Fellowship Hall, 
Church Building
Ongoing Bible Studies – times 
and locations vary; check for 
more information at the church 
office week.

ST. JOHN CATHOLIC
608 2nd Ave. N.E., Clarion
Father Jerry W. Blake, Pastor
515-532-3586 
• Thursday, September 4
	 11:40 a.m. Rosary at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
	 12:00 p.m. Mass at  Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
• Friday, September 5
	 7:40 a.m. Rosary at St. John, 
Clarion
	 8:00 a.m. Mass A/B at St. John, 
Clarion
	 7:00 p.m. Rosary at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
• Saturday, September 6
	 Food Pantry, SCRIP Cards
	 3:15 p.m. A/B at Sacred Heart, 
Eagle Grove
	 4:00 p.m. Mass at Sacred Heart, 
Eagle Grove
	 7:15 p.m. A/B at St. John, 
Clarion
	 8:00 p.m. Spanish Mass at St. 
John, Clarion
• Sunday, September 7
	 Food Pantry, SCRIP Cards
7:15 a.m. A/B at St. John, Clarion
	 8:00 a.m. Mass at  St. John, 
Clarion
	 9:45 a.m. A/B at St. Francis, 
Xavier, Belmond
	 10:30 a.m. Mass at  St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
• Monday September 8
	 8:15 a.m. Rosary at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 9:30 a.m. CDA Rosary and 
Meeting, St. Francis Xavier, 
Belmond
	 1:30 p.m. Mass at the Meadows, 
Clarion
	 6:30 p.m. OCIA Meeting at St. 
John, Clarion
	 6:30 p.m. She  Shall Be Called 
Woman Meeting at St. John, 

Clarion
	 7:30 p.m. Baptism Preparation 
in Spanish at St. John, Clarion
• Tuesday, September 9
	 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, 
Offices Closed
• Wednesday, September 10
	 7:40 a.m. Rosary at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 11:00 a.m. Altar Society Salad 
Luncheon at St. John, Clarion
• Thursday, September 11
8:00 a.m. Sewing at St. John, 
Clarion
11:40 a.m. Rosary at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
12:00 p.m. Mass at Sacred Heart, 
Eagle Grove

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
219 First Street N.W. Clarion
515-532-2709
• Sunday, September 7 Jay 
Grogen will be leading the service
• Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
• Sunday 10:30 a.m. Adult 
Sunday School Class
• Wednesdays 6:00 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study
• Saturdays 8:00 a.m. Men’s 
Group
	
THE LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE
Dana Wendel, Pastor
1010 2nd Street SW; Clarion
515-293-3003
FREE Dinner will be on the first 
Sunday of the month. 
• Sunday
	 9:30 a.m. Coffee Time
	 9:45 a.m. Sunday School
	 10:45 a.m. Worship
• Tuesday
	 11:00 a.m. Prayer Time
• Iglesia del Nazareno
	 6:00 p.m. Sabado 
	 6:00 p.m. Domingo
	 Lay Minister Mynor
515-851-9699
Bienvenidos

Goldfield Area

Rejoice Church: A Word and 
Spirit Church 
Pastors Cris and Jennifer Decious 
Sunday worship 10:30 am 
www.Rejoicechurchiowa.com or 
watch us on facebook 
NEW LOCATION! We will 
begin IN PERSON WORSHIP 
services starting on DECEMBER 
1, 2024 in our home worship 
room at 3320 210th St. Goldfield, 
IA 50542

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
220 E. Oak St., Goldfield, IA 
50542
515-825-3581
goldfield.upc@gmail.com
Facebook@goldpres
“A Church for the Community”
Office M-F 7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
• Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Goldfield
Pastor Ron Rasmussen
• Sunday, September 7
	 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
and Fellowship Coffee in the 
Fellowship Room.	
No Sunday School

GOLDFIELD UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. Box 214
515-825-3754 
Pastor: Various Lay Speakers. 
Each bring a new perspective to 
our church and God!
• Sunday Services
	 11:00 a.m. Worship time

HOLMES 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
2139 Hancock Ave, Holmes, 
Iowa
HolmesLutheran@gmail.com
• Sunday, September 7
	 9:00 a.m. Worship & 
Communion
	 Guest Pastor : Ron  Wik WI.
	 10:00 a.m. Adult and Children’s 
Sunday School

HOLMES BAPTIST CHURCH
2137 Hancock Avenue 
Pastor Cody Huber
515-825-3110
• Sundays
	 9:30 a.m. Sunday school, 10:30 
a.m. Worship Service, 5 p.m. 
Evening Service
• Wednesdays
	 Prayer Meeting, youth group, 
kids club (1st – 6th grades – during 
school year)

WRIGHT CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH
1730 130th Street, Kanawha
641-762-3947
• Sunday, September 7
	 9:30 a. m. Morning Worship, 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship, 11 a.m. 
Sunday School, 6 p.m. Evening 
Worship

Rowan Area
UNITED CHURCH OF 
ROWAN
Pastor Nancy Hofmeister
811 Pesch St., Box 38, Rowan
• Sundays
	 10:00 a.m. Worship
• Sunday, September 14
	 NO WORSHIP,  attend a church  
of your choice
• Wednesday, September 17
	 10:00 a.m. Council
	 11:00 a.m. Property, 
Maintenance and Memorial
• Thursday, September 18
	 2:00 p.m. Women’s Fellowship

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
Missouri Synod
Jct. Highway 69 & 3
Pastor Mark Eichler
• Sunday, September 7
	 10:30 a.m. Divine Services, 
11:45 a.m. Bible Study

Dows Area
SOVEREIGN GRACE 
CHURCH
109 N. Eskridge St., Dows 
Dows / www.sgcdows.com
Doug Holmes, Pastor
• Sunday, September 7
	 10:15 a.m. Sunday school, 
Coffee, 11:15 a.m. Worship at 
First Presbyterian in Dows

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Dows, IA
Masking is option 
• Sunday, September  7
	 9:00 a.m. Worship 

UNITED METHODIST 
& PRESBYTERIAN
• Sunday, August 31
10 a.m. Dows Joint Worship at 
Untied Methodist

FIRST REFORMED
214 Brown St., Alexander
• Sundays
	 9:30 a.m. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Fellowship

IMMANUEL U.C.C.
204 E. South St., Latimer
Joe Dunnwald
• Sunday, September 7
	 10:30 a.m. Worship

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
304 W. Main, Latimer
Travis Berg, Pastor
• Sunday, September 7
	 9 a.m. Worship, 10:15 a.m. 
ABC/Sunday School

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Morgan, Lee Center, Bradford
Erling Shultz, Pastor
• Sunday, September 7
	 8:30 a.m. Worship (B), 9:30 
a.m. Worship (LC), 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (M)

MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 
CHURCH
3rd & Lake Streets, Blairsburg, 
IA 50034
• Sundays
	 8:45 - 9:45 a.m. Café is open 
serving donuts, smoothies and 
coffee beverages
	 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Nursery available for 
children up to age 2
10:00 a.m. Kids Church for 
children 2 years to grade 5
• Wednesday
	 5:45 - 6:15 p.m. Café Open
	 6:30 p.m. Youth
	 6:30 p.m. Kids Club for 
children grades 1-5

NAZARETH LUTHERAN
Coulter
Pastors Tom Dettmer and Stanley 
Peterson
• Sunday, September 7
	 9:30a.m. Joint Sunday Worship 
Service with Holy Communion, 
Coffee to follow
• Dinner is the first Sunday of the 
month
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Monitor Memories
From the archives oF the Wright county monitor

1982 and 19471983 - 1948

Words of Wisdom

42 Years Ago
September 1. 1983

	 Ron Swanson, of Galt 
has been serving on the 
National Corn Growers 
Association board of 
directors for some six 
months now, and he spoke 
with the Monitor last Friday 
about the association’s role 
in helping to promote the 
markets for corn and corn 
producers, along with the 
group’s sister organization, 
the Iowa Corn Promotion 
Board. 
	 A good crowd was on 
hand at the Clarion High 
School throughout the day 
last Saturday for the Clarion 
Farm Fair, and many of the 
fairgoers came away as 
winners in the drawings, 
contests and games held 
there throughout the day. 
Games included tug of 
war, rolling pin throw, 
wheelbarrow race and cow 
chip throw. 
	 The song “Rainbow 
Connection” wins vocal 
soloist Andrea Lewellyn of 
Clarion a place in the state 
fair semifinals. Two magic 
tricks were the highlights of 
the act. As a semi-finalist, 
Andrea is automatically 
eligible for the state fair 
competition in 1984.

77 Years ago
August 25, 1948

	 Fifty-five Wright 
County rural schools have 
teachers for the opening 
of school next Monday 
or the following Monday. 
According to the latest 
information there are still 
seven teaching vacancies. 
It is expected that several 
of these vacancies will be 
filled before school opens. 
Where it is impossible to 
secure teachers, the pupils 
will be transported to town 
schools.
	 When Clarion public 
school students return to 
their classes Monday, they 
will find that workmen 
have made some important 
changes and improvements 
about the building during 
the summer vacation. The 
most important change was 
made in the homemaking 
room where two more 
kitchen units were installed.
	  Seven boys and girls, 
all crippled by infantile 
paralysis, are in a special 
swimming class which 
meets weekly in Eagle 
Grove’s municipal pool. 
The class is led by a 
Red Cross water safety 
instructor. The pool is 
closed to other swimmers 
during sessions of the class. 

Lifeserve Blood Center 
Participates in the 
Second Season of 
the We Give Blood 
Campaign

For the second year, Life-
Serve Blood Center is par-
ticipating in The We Give 
Blood campaign, a part-
nership between Abbott 
and the Big Ten Confer-
ence. Season 2 is kicking 
off this Wednesday, August 
27. Starting on day one of 
the campaign, donors will 
be eligible to win a limited 
drop Homefield custom 
design t-shirt featuring the 
team of their choice (while 
supplies last).

Students, fans, and alum-
ni of any of the 18 member 
schools are encouraged 
to visit a LifeServe Blood 
Center donor center or mo-
bile blood drive to donate 
blood now until Friday, De-
cember 5, 2025. When they 
do, they are encouraged 
to submit their donation 
and vote for their favorite 
school by visiting BigTen.
Org/Abbott or by texting 
DONATE to 222688 (AB-
BOTT). The winning 
school will receive a $1mil-
lion donation for the college 
to use to advance student or 
community health.

Schedule your blood 
donation right now with 
LifeServe. Every donation 
is more than a t-shirt and 
bragging rights-it can help 
impact up to three lives, 
and someone in the United 
States needs blood every 
two seconds. To book your 
appointment, visit life-

servebloodcenter.org or call 
800.287.4903.

LifeServe Blood Center 
is a non-profit, community-
based blood center that has 
served the needs of local 
hospitals and patients in 
our regions since 1947. As 
one of the 15 largest blood 
centers in the country, Life-
Serve provides blood prod-
ucts to 175 hospitals pri-
marily in Iowa, Nebraska, 
South Dakota, and Illinois. 
LifeServe is committed to 
saving lives by providing 
premier service to volunteer 
blood donors and access to 
a safe, quality blood supply 
for hospitals and patients. 
Your donation with Life-
Serve will help save your 
neighbor, a friend or family 
member or a stranger on the 
street.

YOU make a differ-
ence in YOUR commu-
nity. For more information 
about blood donation or 
to schedule an appoint-
ment to donate blood, call 
800.287.4903 or visit life-
servebloodcenter.org.

Clarion to Host First 
Coin Show

Rodger Tveiten, 
Club Member 

The Saturday, September 
13, coin show at the 
Heartland Museum is the 
first Iowa coin show of the 
fall season.   Coin shows 
take the summer off, so 
the local show is a trend 
setter.   Dealers from three 
states have paid their table 
rents and will be here for 
the 9:00 to 3:00 all day 
extravaganza.     Scores of 
collectors from a wide 
area regularly take the 
day off and travel to the 
Clarion show.   The show 
is promoted and patronized 
by the Clarion Coin Club’s 
50 members.    The annual 
bourse is promoted in this 
newspaper and other local 
media, on the internet, 
and also in statewide and 
national coin collecting 
publications.     In coin 
collecting circles, the 
Wright County club is 
famous and dates back to 
its founding in 1958.   It is 
one of the oldest and most 
active coin clubs in Iowa 
and the only one in the 
North Iowa region.

Twenty dealers and 
thirty tables of U. S. 
coins, world coins, tokens, 
currency, collecting 
supplies, coin catalogs, 
stamps, sports cards, sports 
memorabilia, postcards 
and other collectibles will 
fill the museum’s spacious 
and well-lit exhibition 
hall.   Fresh coffee and rolls 
will be available.     The 
kitchen will feature lunch 

items, starting before 
noon.   Club members will 
serve in the kitchen and 
supervise the event.     Not 
only is the event a service to 
the greater Wright County 
area, it is a way to promote 
the hobby and introduce it 
to new collectors.  Children 
accompanied by their 
parents are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  

Besides offering 
merchandise for sale, the 
dealers will also be buying 
coins, coin collections 
and other items from 
the general public.     The 
dealers are available to 
make free, no obligation 
appraisals and do coin 
identification.   The public 
is welcome to visit with the 
dealers and offer advice or 
seek advice on coin related 
matters.   Current and back 
issues of coin magazines 
will be available.  Free door 
prize drawings will be held 
hourly.  There will be a U. 
S. gold coin raffle.  

For more information, 
contact Clarion’s Boyd 
LaRue, club president, at 
515-460-5682.   The local 
club will next meet on 
Thursday, September 25, at 
the Pizza Ranch club room 
at 6:00.     There is always 
a live auction of 80 to a 
hundred items.  Visitors and 
new members are welcome.  
The club meets every 
month.   Come early to view 
auction items.     Copies of 
the monthly sale bill are 
available by request.

Kirkwood Community 
College announces 
Dean’s List honors

Kirkwood Community 
College has released its 
Dean’s List for the spring 
2025 semester. These 
students have achieved a 
3.3 grade point average or 
higher after completing 12 
or more credit hours at the 

college.
Kirkwood students 

from the area earning this 
distinction are listed below.
Belmond, IA  
Brody Paulsen, 
Wright County

Put All Your Faith In YeHoVaH!
Please Watch LindellTV.com

Plumbing, Heating and A/C, Inc.
114 N Commercial, Eagle Grove

515-448-3456

Last week’s trivia questions: 
What actress has starred in movies 

including “Legally Blonde”, “Sweet 
Home Alabama”, and “Walk the 

Line”? Answer: Reese Witherspoon.
What actress has starred in movies 
including “The Wedding Singer”, 
“Charlie’s Angels”, and “50 First 

Dates”?  Answer: Drew Barrymore.
*****

This week’s trivia questions: 
What Swedish pop group had hit songs in the 

1970s including “Dancing Queen”, “Waterloo”, and 
“Take a Chance On Me”?

What Swedish pop group had hit songs in the late 
1980s and early 1990s, including “Listen to Your 

Heart”, “It Must Have Been Love”, and “Joyride”?
What Swedish pop group had hits songs in the 

1990s including “Don’t Turn Around”, “The Sign”, 
and “All That She Wants”?

*****
Sept. 3 is U.S. Bowling League Day; Sept. 4 is 

National Wildlife Day; Sept. 5 is National Food 
Bank Day, and International Day of Charity; Sept. 
6 is International Bacon Day, National Tailgating 

Day, and National Hummingbird Day; Sept. 7 is Buy 
a Book Day, Grandparents Day, and Acorn Squash 

Day; Sept. 8 is Actor’s Day, and World Physical 
Therapy Day; Sept. 9 is Emergency Services Day, 

and National Teddy Bear Day.
*****

September is Child Cancer Awareness Month, 
National Chicken Month, National Honey Month, 
National Service Dog Month, National Mushroom 
Month, Self-Improvement Month, World Candle 
Month, National Suicide Prevention Awareness 

Month, Classical Music Month, Baby Safety Month, 
Fall Hat Month, National Sewing Month, National 

Potato Month, and National Piano Month.
*****

Why did the kid cross the playground? To get to 
the other slide.

What do you do if a teacher rolls their eyes at you? 
Pick them up and roll them back.

How did the music teacher get locked out of her 
classroom? Her keys were on the piano.
What is the smartest bug? A spelling bee.

Why did the teacher marry the janitor? Because he 
swept her off her feet.

What did the teacher say about the student’s pizza? 
There’s mushroom for improvement.

*****
The defending Super Bowl champion Philadelphia 

Eagles open the season on Thursday night, Sept. 4, 
against the Dallas Cowboys. Eight pro football teams 

have won back-to-back Super Bowls.
Green Bay Packers (1966-67), Miami Dolphins 

(1972-73), Pittsburgh Steelers (1974-75 and 1978-
79), San Francisco 49ers (1988-89), Dallas Cowboys 
(1992-93), Denver Broncos (1997-98), New England 

Patriots (2004-05), and Kansas City Chiefs (2023-
24).

Four pro football teams have never been in a 
Super Bowl - the Detroit Lions, Cleveland Browns, 

Jacksonville Jaguars, and Houston Texans. 
*****

www.clarionnewsonline.com

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
	 You might be anxious 
to say what’s on your mind 
this week, Aries. Words are 
on the tip of your tongue 
and you aren’t afraid of let-
ting them fly. Expect some 
feedback from others.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 
21
	 Make sure you are tak-
ing care of yourself as well 
as you are taking care of 
others, Taurus. Handle 
any tasks that require a lot 
of brain power first, then 
move on to something fun.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
	 Do your thing this week 
and don’t worry about how 
others feel about it, Gemi-
ni. Take control of an issue 
when you see that some-
thing needs to get done.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
	 You are thinking clearly 
this week, Cancer. Do your 
best with the tools you are 
given right now. You might 
need to direct others, but 
generally let them do their 
own thing.
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
	 You do not need an invi-
tation to speak your mind, 
Leo. Express yourself how 
you see fit and give others 
plenty of opportunity to 
have their say as well. The 
conversation will flow.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
	 Virgo, there is a great 
deal of power behind your 
thoughts, so use it wisely. 
Take this energy to work 
and see if you can channel 
it to your professional ben-
efit.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
	 Libra, you are not going 
to meet new people if you 
stay indoors all of the time. 
Get out there and try some-
thing new. You can bond 
with others over an activity 
or a hobby.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 
22
	 Scorpio, don’t waste 
your time this week by tip-
toeing around. Throw cau-
tion to the wind and engage 
in activities that will pro-

vide solid opportunities for 
growth.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/
Dec 21
	 A powerful force is 
guiding your actions this 
week, Sagittarius. Utilize 
this as motivation to com-
plete an important task.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/
Jan 20
	 Be confident in your 
thoughts and actions, Cap-
ricorn. If you don’t believe 
in what you are saying, how 
can you convince others to 
back your efforts?
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 
18
	 Aquarius, someone is 
bound to say something 
meaningful to you if you 
keep an open ear to all 
conversation around you. 
Speak less and listen more 
for the time being.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
	 Pisces, ideas and in-
fluences from others can 
transform your thinking. 
That can help propel you 
out of the pattern of actions 
that may be holding you 
back.
FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER 7
Gracie Abrams, Singer (26)
SEPTEMBER 8
Gaten Matarazzo, Actor 
(23)
SEPTEMBER 9
Adam Sandler, Actor (59)
SEPTEMBER 10
Colin Firth, Actor (65)
SEPTEMBER 11
Ludacris, Rapper (48)
SEPTEMBER 12
Sydney Sweeney, Actress 
(28)
SEPTEMBER 13
Niall Horan, Singer (32)
HS259200
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Classifieds
Notices
NOTICE: Garage door 
sales, service and repairs. 
Farm, home and commercial 
garage doors and operators. 
For prompt service, phone 
Mike Sampson in Kanawha 
at 641-762-3330               

FOR RENT
FOR RENT: KANAWHA 
APTS. 2BR/1BA $450. 
1BR/1BA $375. Updated 
Property, New Appliances, 
on site Laundry. Landlord 
Pays Water and Sewer. 
CALL  AL 641-494-7965  

FOR RENT
1&2 BD Apartments in 
Goldfield.  62 and older 
or disabled/handicapped 
at any age. Income 
Based, rental assistance if 
qualified. Contact Connor 
Management & Real 
Estate, LLC 641-435-4788/
lkconnor@connormgt.com
Equal Housing Opportunity 
Provider.

For Sale:  2006 Buick 
Lucerne CXL, 85 K miles, 
new tires, new battery, very 
clean, excellent condition. 
Well maintained, kept in 
garage. Asking $6,900 will 
negotiate. 770-891-1080.

www.TheDirtDealer.com 
JEFFREY T. OBRECHT  

C: 515-689-1648 | O: 641-648-5065 
Jeff@TheDirtDealer.com 

 

KELLEN SUNTKEN   
C: 515-571-8565 

Kellen@TheDirtDealer.com 
 

LISTING #25129:  105 acres m/l, of which 
there are 101.74 taxable acres m/l and 
96.72 cropland acres m/l with a CSR2 of 
82.9.   

GARAGE SALE
404 7th Ave N.W. Clarion

Saturday, September 6th • 8 - 2 p.m.  
Canning jars, table saw, hand tools, 

fishing gear, adult clothing, shoes (many 
NEW pairs)  womens size 9-9 1/2, 
lots of misc + Elvis memorabelia.

LAND 
FOR SALE 

           Humboldt, IA • 515-332-1406 
           www.Hertz.ag 

  
154.0 Acres, m/l - Humboldt County, IA 

Section 17 - Lake Township 
 

150.2 FSA/Eff. Crop Acres  
82.7 CSR2 cropland - $2,209,900 

High Quality Humboldt County Land 
 

Specializing in Collision Repair!

• Down Draft Paint Booth w/Baked Curing Cycle 
• Frame Machine • Computerized Paint Matching 

• Computerized Estimates
• A preferred shop with insurance companies

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles
Weather Tech Dealer • Detailing • Interior/Exterior Cleaning

118 N. Commercial • Eagle Grove • 448-3944
www.lawsonauto.com

“In business since 1995”

Wright County Extension and 
Outreach Launches Youth Farmer 
Bags Initiative for Safer Farms

Wright County Exten-
sion and Outreach is proud 
to introduce the Youth 
Farmer Bags program—an 
innovative farm safety ini-
tiative aimed at protecting 
our youngest community 
members. Designed for 
children in grades K–5 who 
live or work around farms 
and agricultural equipment, 
these complimentary bags 
are filled with child-sized 
safety gear, interactive edu-
cational materials, and en-
gaging items that promote 
safe habits on the farm.

Supported by local part-
ners, the Wright County 
Teen Council, and a grant 
through Iowa’s Center 
for Agricultural Safety 
and Health (I-CASH), the 
Youth Farmer Bags pro-
gram is guided by the mis-
sion to “grow smart, safe 
farmers from the start!” 
With a limited supply 
available, families are en-
couraged to sign up early.

Agriculture remains 
one of the most hazardous 
industries in the U.S., and 
its dangers are often multi-
plied for youth. According 
to the Iowa Farm Bureau, 
approximately 33 children 
are seriously injured daily 
in agricultural incidents. 
These statistics under-
score the importance of 
early safety education and 

tailored protective mea-
sures—precisely what the 
Youth Farmer Bags aim to 
provide.

Each Youth Farmer Bag 
is thoughtfully packed with 
resources to help children 
build safe habits on the 
farm. Inside, kids will find 
appropriately sized safety 
gear—such as vision pro-
tection and high-visibility 
vests—along with educa-
tional materials that explain 
common farm hazards in 
an age-friendly way. Com-
munity partners also con-
tributed items for the safety 
bags including first aid kits, 
activity books, and snacks. 
Thank you to our commu-
nity partners: 

Wright County Ex-
tension and Outreach, I-
CASH, First Bank, First 
State Bank, Centrum Valley 
Farms, First Citizens Bank, 
Town & Country Insurance, 
Gold Eagle Coop, Thrivent, 
Iowa Soybean Association, 
Sumners Insurance, Iowa 

Corn, Hanock County Oil, 
Hagie, Smith Crop Insur-
ance Agency, and Wyffels 
Hybrids. 

Families in Wright 
County with children in 
grades K–5 are invited 
to register for the Youth 
Farmer Bags by com-
pleting the online form 
https://forms.office.com/r/
WBZi0AeLk3 or can the 
QR Code.  Supply is lim-
ited—don’t wait to claim 
your bag! Limit one bag 
per child. Limit 2 bags per 
family.

Sports

Engstrom Collects 
Bronze in Madison

Ella Engstrom and her Girls 15 Black team celebrate their bronze medal in the 
Girls International Division. (Photo from Iowa High Performance/Facebook)

Taylor Smith, 
Sports Editor
	 Earlier this summer, 
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
volleyball standout Ella 
Engstrom represented the 
Iowa Region at the USAV 
All-Star Championships in 
Madison, Wisconsin as a 
member of an Iowa High 
Performance travel team. 
	 In a recent interview, 
Engstrom explained the 
selection process for the 

(Photo provided by Jackie Wilson)

travel team:
“It starts with trying out to 
get into a camp,” she said.  
“The camp was at Coe 
College and it was a four-
day process.  They pick a 
team based off of how you 
do at the camp.  I wouldn’t 
say I was nervous, but there 
were so many girls there.  I 
didn’t know if they would 
notice me or not.”
	 Once selected, the teams 
from across the country 
competed for an entire 
weekend in Madison in late 
July.  
	 Ella’s Girls 15 Black 
team was able to bring 
home the bronze medal. 

	 The outside hitter/
middle blocker, who also 
had a chance to play for 
Iowa Impact at a volleyball 
event in Dallas this June, 
says she’s “grateful” for the 
opportunity to travel the 
country and represent her 
state.
	 “Volleyball has given 
me so many different 
opportunities to meet new 
people and create life long 
friendships,” Engstrom 
added.  “It has also made 
me learn how to get out 
of challenging situations 
and persevere through 
challenges.”
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Protect your health with free
HIV testing, prevention resources & more!

YOUR JOURNEY STARTS HERE

•  Testing for HIV
•  Testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections (STIs) 

including chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis
•  Testing for hepatitis B and C (for those who qualify)
•  Vaccines for adults, including hepatitis A and B and mpox
•  Referrals for HIV prevention medication (PrEP)
•  Substance use screening and referral
•  Free condoms and safer sex supplies
•  Free naloxone and supplies for reducing harms related to substance 

use
Visit the Cerro Gordo Public Health website to learn more about  
testing services [and make your appointment now]:  
https://cghealth.com/services/testing/

Cerro Gordo Public Health supports healthy communities through 
prevention, promotion and protection. They offer the following services:

Schedule your  
appointment now!
• Ways to schedule:
•  Make an appointment online 

at https://cghealth.com/
• Call (641) 421-9300
•  Visit our office to make an 

appointment in person!
•  All services are completely 

confidential.

2570 4th St SW Ste 1 
Mason City, IA 50401

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
SERVICES WANTED

$20

Schedule: 5 days/week, 5 hours/day
Ideal candidate has experience in
acute, long-term, rehab, home care,
or hospice

Daily Living
Assistance

PER HR DEPENDING
ON CARE LEVEL

Medication
Management

 prisdentik@gmail.comFor More Information email:

The Chronological Gospels
The Life and 70 Week

Ministry of the Messiah

www.ARoodAwakening.tv
Watch Shabbat Night Live

SPORTS 
Cowboys Bury Broncos

Huxley Lingenfelter and Joel Meier look to sack 
Brody Heifner. (Photos: Taylor Smith)

Henry Holmes finished the night with 3.5 
tackles and an interception.

Colin Sesker celebrates a touchdown.

Charlie Campbell ran for 37 yards on 5 carries. 

Taylor Smith, 
Sports Editor

The Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows Cowboys are 1-0 after 
demolishing their Wright 
County foes from Belmond-
Klemme last Friday night.

Charlie Campbell 
jumpstarted the Cowboy 
offense in the first quarter 
with a rushing touchdown 
from five yards out and later 
showed off his defensive 
prowess with a sack.  On that 
same Bronco drive, Colton 
Hefti broke up a pass, and 
new CGD addition Joel Meier 

recorded a sack to force a 
Belmond-Klemme punt.   

CGD increased their lead 
to 14-0 after sophomore 
Colin Sesker punched it in for 
six just before the end of the 
first quarter.

Meier, a junior, went off 
for two rushing touchdowns 
in the second quarter.   On 
his second score, he broke 
several tackles and rambled 
67 yards to the end zone to 
give the Cowboys a 32-8 lead.  
Henry Holmes and Selvin 
Gonzalez both snagged an 
interception in the quarter as 

CGD dominated both sides of 
the ball. 

Sesker and Meier would 
both score a touchdown 
apiece in the second half, 
and Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
went on to win, 44-30.  

A strong passing game 
from B-K quarterback 
Brody Heifner kept the 
Broncos in the game.  He 
finished 32/50 for 392 yards, 
three touchdowns, and two 
interceptions 

The Cowboys were led by 
Meier’s 255 rushing yards on 
14 carries.  He scored three 

touchdowns and recorded 
three sacks on the defensive 
line. 

Selvin Gonzalez ran for 
120 yards on 12 carries, and 
Sesker had 101 yards on 12 
carries. 

Defensively, Huxley 
Lingenfelter led the Cowboys 
with 9.5 tackles.  Charlie 
Campbell and Ryland 
Morgan both had a sack in 
the win. 

This Friday, the Cowboys 
will be on the road to face 
Hampton-Dumont-CAL (0-
1).

Swenson Starts Season with Top-20 Finish

Avery Boeshart
(Photos: Taylor Smith)

Lila Swenson Leo Ertel Eduardo Rivera

Taylor Smith, 
Sports Editor
	 Iowa Falls-Alden 
hosted Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows/Belmond-Klemme 
and ten other area cross 
country programs last 
Thursday night at Maynes 
Grove in Franklin County.  
Temperatures were in the 
high-70s as JV and varsity 
runners all competed 
together on a tough and 
winding course.  
	 Humboldt had three 

runners in the top-5 and 
finished second on the 
girls’ side with a score of 
73.  Clear Lake took first 
(64) and IF-A grabbed 
bronze (89) at their home 
meet.   CGD/BK placed 
eighth with a score of 223.
	 For the boys, the Cadets 
had all five scorers in the 
top-25, but had to settle 
for second.  Dike-New 
Hartford won the meet with 
a low score of 75.

GIRLS RESULTS:
20 – Lila Swenson			   23:02
40 – Avery Boeshart			   25:20
49 – Kendra Huedepohl		                25:47
69 – Johanna Perez			   27:58
89 – Adriana Toj Lopez		                29:50
BOYS RESULTS:
44 – Logan Torsell			   21:25
46 – Eduardo Rivera			   21:29
53 – Nolan Muhlenbruch		                21:50
78 – Samuel Williams		                23:13
79 – Leo Ertel				    23:16
113 – Roy Hoang			                26:07
126 – Tretyn Solis		                29:19

	 Coach Daniel Murray 
had positive things to say 
after the first competition 
of the fresh season:
	 “Overall, it was a 
good first meet for us.  It 
was pretty humid, and 

we’re looking forward to 
cooler temperatures in the 
next few weeks.  Logan 
[Torsell] ran a PR, showing 
that his work he put in the 
off-season is paying off 
already.” 

Athlete of the Week Joel Meier was untouchable in his first game as 
a Cowboy. (Photos: Taylor Smith)

Joel Meier

Joel Meier 
RB/DL | JUNIOR | #5

• 255 rushing yards
• 18.2 yards per carry

• 3 touchdowns
• 3 sacks
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Call
532-2871

to advertise!

Call Ed Lynn
to advertise!
515-999-5687

Call 
Leslie Ruby
to advertise!
641-231-2190

Call 
Nicholle Miller

to advertise!
515.293.2329

Office:
(563) 864-3333

Cell:
(563) 605-1078

The Wright County 
Conservation will be 

at the Dows Library on 
September 10th at 2:30.  
Kids of all ages are 

welcome.  Snacks will 
be provided.

Now Hiring 
Production Technicians  

in Renwick
$1500 Sign-On Bonus             

4 Plus Weeks of Paid Time off 
Tuition Reimbursement
Company Matched 401K 

Generous Health Benefits that all start on Day 1

Go to careers.corteva.com and search for Renwick

Equal Opportunity Employer

North Iowa Real Estate, LLC

Rod Brooks, Broker/Owner 515-851-0918 
Bob Powers, Owner/Salesperson 515-851-0938 
Kevin Reed, Salesperson 515-851 -1586 
Jordan Marker, Salesperson 515-293-0296

We are the key to 
your new home!

515-532-3917
218 1st St. S.W., Ste. B,
Clarion, Iowa 50525
Information@NorthIARE.com

We are excited to be working with 
Stalcup AgService to provide additional 
services to our farming communities.

Call to Schedule a consultation on:
• Farm Appraisals • Farm Real Estate

• Farm Management
www.stalcupag.com

Aerial views
Bruce Voigts, Aerial Photographer (Photos taken August 26, 2025)

NOTICE
City of Dows has three council seats 

and Mayor up for re-election.
 Anyone interested in running for 
these positions may take election 

papers out at Dows City Hall 
during normal business hours 

by September 18th.

Coats for Kids Program

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation southwest of Clarion with 
the surrounding vegetation baled. 

Galt, Iowa south-west of Clarion.  It is unique to experience the nice green fields 
around the town, many parts of the U.S. do not have such picturesque green fields.  

Crops around Clarion are starting to mature indicated by the yellow and brown colors of the crops.  These photos were south and west of Clarion.

Wright County Upper 
Des Moines Opportunity, 
now taking applications 
through Oct. 13th. Families 
whom would like help can 
stop by the UDMO office, 
221 W. Broadway, Eagle 
Grove, IA. 50533.

*Deadline for applica-
tions is Oct. 13th.

Free coats are available 
to income-eligible families 
in Wright County who have 
children between the ages 
of 0 to 18.

If you are interested 
in purchasing a coat for a 
child, stop in our office no 
later than Oct. 13th.

*Coats will be distrib-
uted to the families Oct. 
27th-30th*

Monetary donations are 
also greatly appreciated 
and may be dropped off 
or mailed to the office in 
Eagle Grove, call with any 
questions. 515-448-3704.

Menu
Monday, September 8, join the Dows Senior Citizens for a delicious meal at noon.  
The cost is $10.00.  Everyone is welcome.  Carry-outs are available. Menu:  Meatloaf, 
Herb Potatoes, Squash, Salads, Dessert.
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