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County Fair Shows Its Impact 
Goes Beyond Fair Week

“The Blue Ribbon Fair Award is presented to fairs that demonstrate excellence in 
programming, community involvement, youth opportunities, agricultural educa-
tion, and overall fair operations. The Wright County Fair was recognized for its 
strong commitment to celebrating agriculture, supporting youth exhibitors, and pro-
viding high-quality entertainment and educational experiences for fair-goers,” read 
the press release from the Wright County Fair. Members of the Fair Board, along 
with helpful spouses, were presented with the award on December 12, 2025. This 
photograph was included in the press release. 

Local Student to Serve 
as State Page

As a Senate page, Caden Hauenstein will work on 
the Senate floor and in committee settings, assisting 
senators and staff with daily operations. Page duties 
include delivering messages between lawmakers, help-
ing administer meetings, running technology for live-
streamed hearings, and responding to requests from 
senators throughout the day. (Photo provided)

Wright County at Work
“Wright County at Work” is a bimonthly series highlighting 

the businesses and people who keep our communities running. 
From Clarion to towns across the county, the
 goal is to showcase the services and stories 

that make Wright County strong.

Amanda Rink, 
Editor 

For a small-town senior 
with a growing interest in 
public service, a special op-
portunity has opened up at 
the Iowa State Capitol.

Caden Hauenstein of 
Clarion, 17, a senior at Ea-
gle Grove High School, has 
been selected to serve as a 
page for the Iowa State Sen-
ate during the Spring legis-
lative session. 

The Iowa Legislative 
Page Program employs high 
school juniors and seniors 
of high academic standing 
to serve during the session, 
which typically runs from 
mid-January through mid-
April. Pages work Monday 
through Thursday, gener-
ally from early morning 
into the afternoon, with 
occasional late evenings 
depending on legislative 
activity. Pages are paid em-
ployees and are expected to 
maintain a professional de-
meanor, exercise discretion, 
and follow strict ethical and 
conduct standards while 

working in the Capitol.
The competitive program 

brings high-achieving Iowa 
high school students to Des 
Moines each year to work 
full-time inside the Leg-
islature. They’re offered a 
firsthand look at how state 
government operates.

Encouraged by his 
parents, Kyle and Norah 
Hauenstein, he applied after 
they pointed out how natu-
rally his interests aligned 
with the program.

“They always told me I 
would enjoy politics and 
debate,” he said. “At the 
time, I was literally praying 
for a door to open, and God 
put this opportunity in front 
of me. When it came up, it 
felt like the perfect fit.”

Hauenstein said the news 
that he was selected came 
as a complete surprise. “I 
was shocked,” he said. “I 
fully did not expect to be 
selected. It felt like a long 
shot, which really adds to 
the excitement now that I 
am here.”
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Area Headlines
Belmond 
	 Chandler Bachman was appointed as the Belmond 
Fire Chief. 

Eagle Grove 
	 The Eagle Grove Eagle, a sister publication, has of-
ficially closed their office front in Eagle Grove. Staff 
will be working from home just as the Wright County 
Monitor has for the last two and a half years. 

Goldfield
	 Veterans Ride is hosting a pasta bar fundraiser on 
Sunday, January 11, at the St. Joseph Parish Hall. 

Hampton 
	 The Franklin County Historical Society received a 
$5,000 donation from Long Term Medical Supply. The 
donation will be used for updates to the Admiral Leahy 
exhibit at the Franklin County Historical Museum. 

Rowan 
	 The library is looking for new members for book 
club! Stop in the library for more information. 

Bosch Leads 
First Meeting 

as Supervisors 
Review County 

Business

Supervisor Ashley Bosch 
was appointed as the 
Wright County Board 
of Supervisors Chair-
person. (Photo: Wright 
County Iowa) 

Amanda Rink, 
Editor

The Wright County 
Board of Supervisors 
met for its regular meet-
ing with newly appoint-
ed Chairperson Ashley 
Bosch presiding for the 
first time. Bosch was se-
lected as chair at the pre-
vious meeting with Rick 
Rassmusen serving as pro 
tem chair. She opened the 
meeting at 9:00 A.M.

During the open forum 
portion of the meeting, 
County Engineer Adam 
Clemons provided an up-
date on winter road con-
ditions and the county’s 

Amanda Rink, 
Editor 

On the morning of Fri-
day, January 2, Wright 
County Fair Manager Tricia 
Rosendahl and Fair Board 
member Lillian McCart sat 
before the Wright County 
Board of Supervisors with 
more than an annual fund-
ing request from the Fair. 

What they summarized 
was a picture of a fair that 
functions year-round as a 
hub for youth development, 
community connection, 
and always county pride.

As the county begins 
work and consideration 
for the upcoming fiscal 
year, Rosendahl shared a 
full year-in-review of the 
Wright County Fair. She 

Iowa Specialty Hospital Sees 
Record 711 Births as New Funding 

Aims to Expand Maternal Care

The Wright County high birth numbers reflect the level of care provided and the in-
creasing pressure on the remaining rural maternity units. Photographed above are 
members of the Clarion Obstetrics team. (Photo: Iowa Specialty Hospital) 

Amanda Rink, 
Editor

Iowa Specialty Hospital’s 
Clarion location recorded a 
record-breaking 711 births 
in 2025. The numbers show 
the growing demand for ru-
ral maternity care and the 
need for expanded services 
across Iowa.

The total includes 368 
boys, 343 girls, and 10 
sets of twins, according 
to a hospital press release. 
Families traveled from 
communities across Iowa, 
including the Des Moines, 
Fort Dodge and Mason 
City area, to deliver their 
babies in Clarion. Loca-
tion stats are backed up by 
birth records published in 

continued on page 2
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response to recent snowstorms. Clemons explained that 
snow removal follows a structured process that begins 
with opening main routes before moving on to widen-
ing and cleanup.

On the first day of a storm, like what hit Wright 
County in late December, crews focus on opening 
routes and then try to make roads passable in both di-
rections. Clemons said about half of the county routes 
were opened quickly during the most recent storm, 
helped by wind conditions that limited drifting. Al-
though the department was short one employee, trucks 
and pickup vehicles were still sent out to check routes 
and ensure access.

Clemons said the second day is typically spent wid-
ening roads and pushing snow from shoulder to shoul-
der, while the third day is used to address intersections, 
bridges, and known trouble spots. If another round of 
snow falls overnight, the process begins again at day 
one. During the latest storm response, 12 trucks logged 
more than 1,200 hours on the roads. 

Clemons also told the board that seismic testing will 
start again on January 19, though specific road loca-
tions have not yet been identified. He asked residents to 
watch for seismic plugs that may still be planted on the 
shoulder of roads and to return them to the county. The 
devices are expensive and contain sensitive equipment.

Following the open forum, the board took action on 
several routine New Year items. Supervisors voted to 
keep the reimbursable mileage rate for 2026 at 70 cents 
per mile and left the drainage warrant interest rate un-
changed at 6 percent. Petty cash funds were also ap-
proved for county offices, with no office holding more 
than 200 dollars. The county also designated its official 
newspapers, with Wright County Monitor being one of 
three to publish their meeting minutes and other filings 
in. 

The meeting then turned to discussion of the coun-
ty employee holiday schedule for 2026, with a focus 
on trading Presidents’ Day off with Christmas Eve. 
County Recorder Denise Baker spoke about the long 
stretch without a holiday and said it can be difficult for 
employees to use vacation days instead of having the 
courthouse closed. She also mentioned the holiday clo-
sures at the end of the year put her office in a unique 
situation, as there are often people who wait last minute 
for their filings. 

Supervisor Betty Ellis said discussing the schedule 
now gives employees time to plan, and Supervisor Rick 
Rasmussen supported the change. After questions from 
Lynn Loux, who suggested tabling the talk until feed-
back from department heads was gathered, Auditor 
Amanda Meyer agreed that the gap without a break, 
which would be caused by not having Presidents’ Day 
off, is challenging for staff, but having Christmas Eve 
off would benefit her department. 

Supervisor Dean Kluss said vacation time is intend-
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Local Student
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Winter Wonderland Workshop 
Brings Creativity, Skills, and 

Friendship to Wright County Youth

The Wright County Ex-
tension Office was filled 
with creativity, laughter, 
and winter cheer on De-
cember 30th as 34 youth in 
grades K–6 gathered for the 
Winter Wonderland Work-
shop. The hands-on event 
welcomed Clover Kids and 
4-H members for an af-
ternoon of winter-themed 
projects designed to build 
skills, spark creativity, and 
strengthen friendships.

During the workshop, 
youth decorated and de-
signed their own picture 
frames while learning the 
basics of photography. Par-
ticipants captured photos 
from the event to display 
in their frames, turning a 
fun experience into a last-
ing keepsake. Many Clover 
Kids chose to take photos 
together, celebrating the 
friendships they’ve built 
through the Clover Kids 
program—friendships that 
often last well beyond the 
school years.

“Seeing Clover Kids 
take photos together and 
interact with other Clovers 
from different schools was 
truly wonderful,” said Paige 
Roberts, K-12 Program 
Coordinator. “Workshops 
and day camps hosted by 
Wright County Extension 

give youth the opportunity 
to reconnect with friends 
they’ve met through pre-
vious Clover Kid experi-
ences. Clover Kids is a safe, 
welcoming place for young 
people to try new things, 
build confidence, and form 
friendships that last.”

Participants also cre-
ated custom pencil boxes 
using Mod Podge and stick-
ers, transforming simple 
supplies into mosaic-style 
masterpieces. Through this 
project, youth practiced 
fine motor skills, creative 
design, and following step-
by-step instructions while 
expressing their individual 
styles. Both projects in-
troduced skills that extend 
beyond the workshop, in-
cluding creativity, problem-
solving, artistic design, and 
confidence in trying new 
techniques. Youth were 
also excited to learn that 
both the picture frame and 
pencil box projects are eli-
gible to be exhibited at the 
Wright County Fair in July, 
giving them an opportunity 
to showcase their work to 
the community.

The Winter Wonder-
land Workshop highlighted 
the core values of the Clover 
Kids program—learning by 
doing, building friendships, 

and creating positive youth 
development experiences in 
a fun and welcoming envi-
ronment. Events like this 
continue to help young par-
ticipants grow skills, confi-
dence, and connections that 
will benefit them for years 
to come.

Clover Kids fosters 
positive relationships 
and builds valuable life 
skills through a variety of 

hands-on activities. Clo-
ver Kids is free to youth 
in Wright County thanks 
to the Wright County 4-H 
Endowment. For more in-
formation about Clover 
Kids programs and upcom-
ing youth opportunities 
through Wright County Ex-
tension and Outreach, visit 
the Wright County Exten-
sion website or contact the 
Extension Office directly.

County Fair continued from page 1

As a Senate page, Hauenstein will work on the Sen-
ate floor and in committee settings, assisting senators 
and staff with daily operations. Page duties include de-
livering messages between lawmakers, helping admin-
ister meetings, running technology for live-streamed 
hearings, and responding to requests from senators 
throughout the day. 

He expects no two days to be the same. “I think each 
day will bring something different,” he said. “I’ll be 
constantly running bills and interacting with many dif-
ferent people, from lobbyists to the press. Even though 
I’m in a support role, I still feel there will be curve-
balls.”

While taking on full-time responsibilities at the 
Capitol, Hauenstein will also continue competing in 
high school wrestling during the early part of the ses-
sion, until the state tournament concludes in February. 
The page program allows students to participate in of-
ficial school activities whenever possible, with coordi-
nation between families and schools.

His government interest began in debate, where he 
first discovered how ideas and arguments shape pub-
lic opinion. “Debate is such a massive part of govern-
ment,” Hauenstein shared with The Wright County 
Monitor. “It’s how you persuade people and get a point 
across. That’s what really sparked my interest.”

That interest deepened as he began studying public 
policy and the role government plays in everyday life.

“When I looked deeper into issues that often feel out 
of my control, I realized this was a way I could eventu-
ally make a real impact on people,” he said. “This job 
gives me insight into how government actually func-
tions and helps me make connections for a future ca-
reer in politics.”

During the session, Hauenstein will stay in Des 
Moines with his aunt and uncle, who live near the Cap-
itol. “They’ve been incredibly supportive, and I’m very 
grateful for their help with this opportunity,” he said.

Beyond the responsibilities, Hauenstein is most ex-
cited to observe the human side of government.

“We see the big debates on TV, almost like a real-
ity show,” he said. “I’m really interested in seeing how 
senators interact in person and how smaller bills move 
through the process. Those are things you don’t usu-
ally hear about, but they matter.”

Participation in the page program also carries aca-
demic benefits. Under Iowa law, students receive high 
school credit for their service, including social studies 
credit, while working with their schools to maintain 
coursework and graduation requirements.

Hauenstein will turn 18 this August, making the ex-
perience an important lead-up to his first opportunity 
to vote and possibly a future in public service.

Caden Hauenstein’s selection as a page shows that 
meaningful work can begin close to home, even in a 
small town, and that is why he was chosen as the latest 
Wright County at Work highlight. 

highlighted how the event 
and the fairgrounds them-
selves serve the county well 
beyond the week the fair is 
held, that the fair isn’t only 
about entertainment but 
about education, agricul-
ture, youth development, 
and bringing the county 
together. 

That message was 
shown early in the round-
up with photos from the 
most recent fair, includ-
ing one new initiative that 
captured attention: youth 
photographers. In partner-
ship with Wright County 
Extension, local youth were 
trained to serve as official 
fair photographers, captur-
ing the fair through their 
own lenses.

According to Resendahl, 
the program not only built 
skills but also gave the kids 
a sense of ownership and 
involvement in the fair.

Youth involvement re-
mained a central theme. In 
2025, the fair hosted 160 
4-H and FFA livestock ex-
hibitors and 71 non-live-
stock exhibitors, totaling 
more than 1,000 entries. 
Growth continued at the 
youngest levels as well, 
with Clover Kids, kinder-
garten through third grade, 
bringing more than 200 
projects and activities to the 

fair. The program helps to 
spark interest in agriculture 
and the arts long before stu-
dents reach the traditional 
4-H age.

Despite facing a signifi-
cant challenge, including 
flooding for the second 
year, Rosendahl said the 
fair board and volunteers 
quickly came together to 
keep the fair going. Live-
stock was moved, vendors 
relocated, and entertain-
ment shifted when the 
grandstand became unus-
able.

“We’re proud to say the 
fair still happened,” she 
said. “But we’d be lying if 
we said we wouldn’t appre-
ciate a normal year.” The 
way the fair board over-
came the flooding garnered 
statewide attention for the 
second year in a row. It is 
almost unheard of to have 
state media involved at a 
county-level fair. 

Behind the scenes, the 
fair’s economic and com-
munity impact stayed 
strong. The fair’s sponsor-
ship program, which the 
Wright County Monitor 
participates in, is now in 
its 22nd year. The program 
raised over $100,000 in 
2025, bringing the lifetime 
total over a million dollars.

An additional $14,000 

from local businesses and 
even private donations was 
distributed directly back to 
livestock exhibitors. 

Beyond fair week, the 
Wright County Fairgrounds 
continue to host events and 
partnerships year-round, 
including the yearly coun-
ty-wide third-grade Safety 
Day Camp, National Night 
Out, youth livestock prac-
tices, poultry testing, com-
munity giveaways, and 
daily use by Eagle Grove 
schools. These activities, 
Rosendahl said, reinforce 
the fairgrounds as a gath-
ering place for the entire 
county…and that ongo-
ing commitment recently 
earned statewide recogni-
tion.

In December, the Wright 
County Fair was named the 
North Central District Blue 
Ribbon Fair Award winner 
at the Association of Iowa 
Fairs Convention in Des 
Moines. The award rec-
ognizes fairs that excel in 
programming, safety, orga-
nization, youth opportuni-
ties, agricultural education, 
and positive community 
impact.

Thomas Barnes, Execu-
tive Director of the Associ-
ation of Iowa Fairs, praised 
the Wright County Fair for 
fulfilling the mission of 

the award, noting its strong 
service to the community 
and dedication to the fair 
industry in Iowa. Rosend-
ahl shared in a press release 
that the award is a testament 
to the dedication of our fair 
board members, volunteers, 
sponsors, exhibitors, and 
community supporters. 

Looking ahead to the 
next fair, which the fair 
board seems to be constant-
ly planning, the fair board 
is preparing for a major 
milestone. The 2026 Wright 
County Fair will mark 100 
years at its current location 
in Eagle Grove, with the 
theme “A Century of Cele-
brations.” The fair is sched-
uled for July 7–12, 2026.

As she wrapped up her 
remarks, Rosendahl shared 
a story from a leadership 
seminar that resonated with 
her, a reminder that fairs 
help shape the next genera-
tion.

“Do we want TikTok 
raising our kids,” she asked, 
“or do we want the fair do-
ing that?”

She asked county lead-
ers to see the fair not just 
as an event, but as an in-
vestment in keeping young 
people connected to Wright 
County, encouraging them 
to stay or return, and con-
tribute.

The Wright County Monitor, which show where par-
ents originate from. 

Hospital officials say the surge shows the importance 
of investing in rural healthcare infrastructure. This is a 
goal that could soon receive a boost through new fed-
eral funding.

According to reporting from the Gray Media Iowa 
Capitol Bureau, Iowa is set to receive $209 million in 
federal healthcare funding through the One Big Beauti-
ful Bill Act. This is part of a $50 billion national initia-
tive aimed at strengthening healthcare access. In Iowa, 
the funding could support the Healthy Hometowns pro-
gram, introduced by Governor Kim Reynolds.

The program is designed to address gaps in care in 
rural communities, particularly for maternity services, 
cancer treatment, and access to medical specialists. 
State data shows Iowans living outside urban areas 
travel an average of 30 minutes to reach a hospital and 
24 minutes to see a primary care provider.

Iowa Specialty Hospitals and Clinics plans to apply 
for the funding, with leaders hoping to expand mater-
nal care services, including the center already operating 
in Clarion. CEO Steve Simonin told Gray Media that 
many expectant mothers are traveling long distances to 
give birth, a trend he said poses safety concerns and 
highlights the need for stronger local prenatal and ma-
ternal support systems.

Specialty Services Officer Ashley Recknor also told 
Gray Media the funding could help hospitals respond 
to rising patient demand among the growing shortage 
of healthcare providers. She noted to Gray Media that 
fewer providers are entering the workforce while pa-
tient needs continue to increase, making coordinated 
care models more critical for rural communities.

State lawmakers who approved the program say the 
federal funding should also be used to help hospitals 
offset potential financial losses tied to Medicaid cuts 
enacted during the Trump administration. Funds will 
be distributed annually over the next five years, though 
grant amounts could vary.

Locally, the Wright County birth numbers reflect the 
level of care provided and the increasing pressure on 
the remaining rural maternity units. 

In an online statement that announced the birth num-
bers from the clinic, Iowa Specialty Hospital stated: 
“Thank you also to our providers and staff in our OB 
and Maternity departments, as well as our entire ISH 
staff across many departments, for giving such wonder-
ful care to these families and their babies.”

To keep up with local births from the hospital, please 
visit iowaspecialtyhospital.com/newborns, or follow 
their social media pages. The birth records, along with 
birth announcements from parents, are published in the 
newspaper, as they are considered public records. 

ISH Record Births
continued from page 1
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Commentary  

Anyone can find themselves 
in need of food assistance. 
It happened to me.
Connie Taylor, 
The Life and Times of a 
Midwestern Girl

Whatever the 
unfortunate topic, people 
think, “Oh, that will never 
happen to me.” Maybe they 
believe it, or maybe they 
are just putting it out into 
the universe hoping the 
proclamation will protect 
them. Either way, I am here 
to tell you that it absolutely 
can happen to you — just 
like it did to me.

First off, let me say that 
this story is not typical of 
what I write. However, 
it is about life in the 
Midwest, or anywhere for 
that matter. I also want to 
say that I struggled a lot 
with deciding to put it out 
here. Vulnerability is a hard 
thing. You leave yourself 
open to criticism, judgment, 
pity, bullying, and all kinds 
of things we don’t want to 
deal with. Telling the story 
is hard enough, who wants 
to deal with that kind of 
backlash on top of it? BUT 
— I decided this story is 
important, and now is the 
time to tell it. And please 
know: If you find yourself 
anywhere in this story, you 
are not alone.

So I am going to tell you 
how I found myself in need 
of food assistance. Did I 
EVER think that would 
happen to me? Certainly 
not. I was raised in a middle-
class family that really 
never wanted for anything. 
We weren’t rich by any 
means, but we did OK. As 
life went on, I attended a 
good high school, went to 
business school, got a job, 
and found myself in a very 
short “practice” marriage. 
After having practiced long 
enough to figure out that 
was not the real deal, I later 
had another marriage that I 
imagined would be the last 
one. But, not so fast. After 
12 years, I knew it was time 
to make a change. That I 
needed to make a change.

So with two small 
daughters, I found myself 
on my own. And I was 
more on my own than I 
ever imagined. Once the 
exceedingly long divorce 
ordeal finally ended, I 
found myself with nothing. 
Nothing. Somehow 
everything I had owned and 
all my money — every bit of 
it — had mysteriously been 
signed over to someone in 
my ex-husband’s family. 
“Devastated” does not even 
begin to explain how I felt. 
“Panicked” might be the 
word I want. What was I 
going to do?

Well, I had a pretty good 
job, but I knew I needed 
more, so I quickly found 
two others: Working part-
time at the local Barnes 
and Noble bookstore and 
baking cookies for a coffee 
kiosk in the downtown 
skywalks. All the while 
trying to spend time with 
the girls. A trick for sure. 
But then it got even trickier, 
as my ex-husband managed 
to take over half of my 
income. With my house 
in foreclosure, and my 
hard-earned money going 
to someone else, I had to 
do something. I am telling 
you the truth when I say 
that some days, I did not 
have one dime to my name. 
Literally.

Through my bank, I was 
connected to an amazing 
person employed by the 
federal government who 
could help me with the 

house issue. She managed 
to get a low-interest second 
mortgage for me (that 
didn’t have to be paid 
back until I sold the house) 
that would take me out of 
foreclosure and allow me to 
get back to making regular 
house payments. That was 
a huge load off my mind — 
and checkbook — but I still 
had NO money.

Most of the time, I had 
to choose between driving 
somewhere and using 
precious gas, paying for a 
school activity, or buying 
food. Every single month 
I had to go down to the 
Waterworks office to pay 
my late bill in cash in order 
to keep the water on. Trying 
to be helpful, the woman 
who assisted me with the 
mortgage encouraged me 
to file for food stamps. But 
I just did not want to do 
that. What self-respecting 
member of society does 
that? Not me. That doesn’t 
happen to me.

Well, it did happen to 
me. Finally, armed with all 
my paperwork, including 
paystubs and tax documents 
that showed how much of 
my income did NOT come 
into my home, I gathered 
up all I had within myself 
and headed downtown 
to get food assistance. 
But — joke on me — at 
that time your eligibility 
was determined by your 
gross income. Not the net 
that you actually brought 
home. I’m not sure what 
the requirements are now, 
but according to the Iowa 
Department of Health and 
Human Services website, 
one must now meet both 
gross and net requirements.

So it turned out that, of 
course, between my three 
jobs, I made “too much 
money” to be considered 
for food stamps. I could 
not believe that no one 
considered how many 
dollars actually came 
through one’s door. The 
actual money available. 
Having been courageous 
enough to even try to get 
food assistance, the woman 
helping me saw how 
disappointed I was with the 
news I had received.

So she said, “Well, you 
can always get food from 
a food pantry.” And, truth 
here, I laughed out loud 
and replied, “No matter 
how much I don’t have, I 
always put something in 
the food pantry barrel at my 
grocery store.” And I left to 
go home to try to figure it 
all out. Again.

And somehow, I 
managed without ever 
visiting a food pantry. I’m 
not sure how, but I did. I 
just couldn’t make myself 
go even though I knew 

there was no shame in 
that. None. But I feel that 
people seem to think it’s an 
admission of failure, when 
really, it’s just accepting 
needed help. And we all 
need help now and again. 
In the end, what kept me 
from going was that I knew 
it would add one more 
notch to the I’m-going-to-
take-her-down belt of my 
ex-husband.

But going down was not 
an option for me and I did 
make it. I kept the house 
until I was ready to sell it 
and — literally –move on. 
The girls graduated from 
high school and attended 
college, and I eventually 
had all my money coming 
home with me again. I 
had finally reached that 
seemingly elusive point 
where I could look back and 
say, “That was horrible.”

Fast-forward to 
today. Now. As I sit here 
remembering that time in 
my life, I am lucky enough 
to not have to worry about 
food. At least not right now. 
But who knows? So for 
many years I have made it a 
point to send an automatic 
monthly monetary 
donation to DMARC. As 
their website states “The 
DMARC Food Pantry 
Network consists of 14 
individual partner pantries, 
multiple mobile food pantry 
sites, and a home delivery 
service. DMARC provides 
a guaranteed supply of food 
to our partner pantries, free 
of charge, and operates 
a centralized intake 
database.” I also deliver a 
box of food I’ve purchased 
to the West Des Moines 
Human Services folks 
every couple of weeks.

Food insecurity is a 
crisis in our country, and 
even more so right now. 
But for any one individual 
it might be a crisis on any 
given day. I know. I’ve 
been there. So of course I’m 
donating right now, but I’ve 
made those two donations 
mentioned above for many 
years and will continue to 
do so for as long as I am 
able. Because you never 
know when, through no 
fault of your own, it might 
happen to you.

Connie grew up in Iowa 
and writes the Substack 
columns “The Life and 
Times of a Midwestern 
Girl” and “Grandma’s 
Recipe Box.” She is an avid 
gardener, baker, reader, 
and Iowa State Fair fan, 
where she is also a food 
contest judge. Connie lives 
in West Des Moines with 
her husband and two cats. 
Connie Taylor’s column on 
Substack. It is republished 
here via the Iowa Writers’ 
Collaborative.

Office Space and Other Things 
Amanda Rink, 
Editor

Recent coverage in The 
Eagle Grove Eagle about 
the closure of the office in 
Eagle Grove has under-
standably raised questions 
for some of my readers. I 
want to reassure Wright 
County Monitor readers 
right away: this change does 
not affect the Monitor, or 
my coverage, or my com-
mitment to my community. 

I have been working 
from home for The Wright 
County Monitor since I be-
gan with Mid America Pub-
lishing in 2023. During my 
tenure, the Monitor has not 
had a public-facing office to 
invite readers into. Before 
I took over as editor, the 
Monitor’s office was moved 
into the same building as 
our sister publication, The 
Eagle Grove Eagle. That 
move occurred during a pe-
riod when the Monitor did 
not have a dedicated editor.

As a result, staffing re-
sponsibilities were shared 
between the Eagle and the 
Monitor, with me continu-
ing to work from home, as 
I live in Clarion. I have said 
before, and continue to be-
lieve, that a reporter should 
live in the community they 
record history for. Presence, 
accountability, and accessi-
bility matter far more than 
the location of a desk. I fully 
believe this. 

Subscriptions are built 
through trust and content 
that readers want. When 
engagement slows, it is the 
responsibility of the news-
room to listen, adjust, and 
meet readers where they are.

The decision to close the 
Eagle Grove office has no 
connection to subscriptions 
or advertising for the Wright 
County Monitor. It does not 
reflect a change in how the 
Monitor operates. It doesn’t 
affect our staffing or cover-
age. Instead, it reflects long-
standing realities that have 
allowed me to continue do-
ing my work effectively… 
from home. 

Working from home sup-
ports me in doing both of 
my jobs, as a news writer 
and as a mother, to the best 
of my ability. It has not hurt 
my reporting, my respon-
siveness, or my connection 
to the community I serve. 
Sometimes I feel like it im-
proves it, actually. I’m not 
only seen behind a desk. 
I’m seen in my community 
every day. 

I am grateful to work for 
a publisher, Mid America 
Publishing, that values its 
employees and supports 
working conditions that al-
low them to succeed. That 
support has allowed the 
Monitor to remain consis-
tent and focused on serving 
its readers. We don’t have to 
close during a snowstorm; 
we’re able to pick up and 
work if something comes 
up on a weekend (even if my 
husband isn’t always a fan of 
that), and we function well 
like this. It isn’t necessarily 
negative for any other pub-
lication to operate this way. 

The Wright County Mon-
itor will continue to operate 
as it has throughout my time 
as editor, regardless of how 
our sister publications oper-
ate.

And moving on to sub-
scriptions, while it would be 
wonderful for every resident 
in the communities we serve 
to subscribe or advertise, I 
am well aware that this is 
not always how things work. 
That is the reality of local 
journalism today, which 
is why we also ensure our 
content is available in other 
places, such as the local li-
brary.

But most of the work that 
goes into the publication you 
hold in your hands, or read 
on your screen, is done by 

four dedicated staff mem-
bers: myself; our designer, 
Sarah, who is based in the 
eastern part of the county; 
Taylor, who covers sports 
and who would occasionally 
work out of the Eagle Grove 
office; and our sales team, 
which is based in southern 
Iowa, several hours away. 
This structure has been in 
place, and it works.

As always, I want to di-
rect readers to where their 
questions can be answered. 
If you prefer an in-person 
experience, you are wel-
come to visit our mother 
publication, The Hamp-
ton Chronicle, located in 
Hampton. That building 
also houses our corporate 
staff, who are available to 
help and to hear feedback. It 
is also where I have consis-
tently directed mail, ensur-
ing I am included in conver-
sations and reader feedback.

Ultimately, we write for 
our readers. Every news-
room must understand what 
its audience values, and for 
the most part, I believe the 
Monitor does that well. The 
decision to close the Eagle 
Grove office was not one I 
was involved in, as neither I 
or my staff operated out of 
that space.

While there may be 
discussions in the future 
about opening an office in 
Clarion, that is not some-
thing that will happen im-
mediately. This has nothing 
to do with subscriptions or 
advertising for the Monitor. 
It has everything to do with 
logistics and ensuring I can 
continue to serve this com-
munity effectively while I 
still have small children at 
home.

Working from home has 
not limited my ability to 
do this job. I am thankful 
for the positive feedback I 
receive from readers, and 
I also try to take criticism 
seriously, using it as an op-
portunity to grow. My role, 
just like any other small 
town newspaper writer’s, is 
to serve the town I write for.

Being the mostly sole 
writer for the Monitor can 
be hard sometimes, but it is 
also so, so rewarding. You, 
our readers, among a few 
other things, make it worth 
it. 

So, to say this clearly and 
simply: the closure of the 
Eagle Grove office

1.	 does not affect the 
Wright County Monitor, and

2.	 is not a negative 
development for this news-
paper.

If you’ve read this far, 
thank you. Please always 
feel free to reach out to me 
directly with questions or 
concerns (news@wright-
countymonitor.com is the 
best way). If I cannot help 
you, I will make sure to find 
someone who can. 

Amanda Rink is the Edi-
tor of The Wright County 
Monitor and a children’s 
book author. Her (mostly) 
weekly column is published 
in The Wright County 
Monitor and The Hampton 
Chronicle. She writes about 
everyday life in rural Iowa 
through a unique lens fil-
tered through motherhood 
and other life experiences. 
When she isn’t caring for 
her family, writing for the 
newspaper, or avoiding 
laundry, she can be found 
hiding in the woods with a 
cup of coffee and a romance 
novel. 

Dows Legion 
The next Bingo night at the Dows Legion is Friday, 
January 16, 2026 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
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Landowners ask court to 
reconsider decision to pause 
pipeline permit lawsuit
Cami Koons
Iowa Capital Dispatch

Landowners opposed to a 
carbon sequestration project 
in Iowa have asked a state 
court to reconsider its deci-
sion to pause a lawsuit over 
the permit for the pipeline un-
til state officials rule on a filed 
amendment. 

Landowners argue the 
Polk County District Court’s 
decision to send the permit 
back to Iowa Utilities Com-
mission “relied heavily” on 
the existence of a South Da-
kota law prohibiting the use 
of eminent domain for carbon 
sequestration pipelines. 

Landowners, counties and 
the Sierra Club Iowa Chapter 
filed a suit in 2024 against the 
Iowa Utilities Commission 
decision to grant a permit to 
Summit Carbon Solutions for 
the first phase of its proposed 
carbon sequestration pipe-
line. The permit stated the 
Iowa-based company could 
not begin construction on the 
pipeline to connect to biore-
fineries and transport carbon 
dioxide to underground stor-
age in North Dakota, until it 
had secured permits from the 
Dakotas. 

In the spring of 2025, how-
ever, South Dakota enacted a 
law that prohibited the use of 
eminent domain for carbon 
sequestration pipelines. Emi-
nent domain is used to force 
unwilling landowners to al-
low the use of their property 
for projects considered in the 
public interest, at a price set by 
a county commission. South 
Dakota’s law meant Summit 
would have to obtain 100% 
of necessary land easements 
through voluntary contracts. 

Summit filed for an 
amendment to its permit in 
September with the IUC to 
replace the Dakotas-specific 
language and instead require 
that the company receive per-
mits for adequate sequestra-
tion and storage sites, not in a 
specific location. 

The company then re-
quested the court pause pro-

ceedings on the case against 
the permit until the IUC ruled 
on the proposed amendments. 
After oral arguments on the 
request in October, the Iowa 
District Court for Polk Coun-
ty remanded the permit to the 
IUC and paused judicial pro-
ceedings until the commis-
sion decided on the proposed 
amendments. 

The changes in South Da-
kota, which occurred after the 
IUC issued the initial permit, 
were influential to the court’s 
decision. 

Polk County District Court 
Judge Scott Beattie referred 
to the law as the “S.D. CO2 
Pipeline Ban” in the decision 
and said it “render the IUC’s 
Final Order void” and would 
require Summit to find a route 
outside of South Dakota to get 
to its planned underground 
storage site in North Dakota. 

Landowners requesting the 
reconsideration of the case 
said the South Dakota law is 
“not a ban” on carbon dioxide 
pipelines in the state and that 
the law should not be a “rel-
evant or material factor” in 
the case as Summit could still 
pass through South Dakota 
under the law. 

“(The South Dakota law) is 
not a ban on Summit’s project 
in South Dakota and is not a 
ban on the citing and construc-
tion of carbon oxide pipelines 
in, through, or across South 
Dakota, that change in law 
is not material to the IUC’s 
South Dakota condition,” the 
motion for reconsideration 
said. 

The motion from land-
owners argues that because 
Summit has not stated that it 
no longer plans to route the 
pipeline through South Da-
kota, the remand to the IUC 
gives the company a “second 
bite at the apple” and a “busi-
ness flexibility” which leaves 
affected landowners “in the 
lurch.” 

“Summit wants the South 
Dakota condition removed 
while still maintaining the 
right to send Iowa carbon di-

oxide through South Dakota,” 
the motion said. “… unless 
Summit presented evidence 
to this court renouncing any 
South Dakota route through 
which Iowa generated CO2 
would travel via its pipeline, 
the logic for the IUC condi-
tion remains and remand is 
not necessary because Sum-
mit can and may go through 
South Dakota.”

Representation for Sum-
mit argued before the court 
that it made “little sense” to 
proceed with the case if the 
permit were to be amended at 
the IUC level. 

Judge Beattie also noted 
that staying the case until the 
IUC decided on the permit 
amendment would also pre-
vent the case from potentially 
being litigated a second time. 
Beattie wrote in the decision 
that “adjudicating the merits 
of a permit that is actively be-
ing amended serves no useful 
purpose.”

Summit Carbon Solutions 
did not respond to a request 
for comment.

The landowners, represent-
ed by Brian Jorde of Domina 
Law Group, asked the court 
to reverse its finding that the 
South Dakota law renders the 
IUC order void and to reverse 
its remand to instead set a 
briefing schedule for the ap-
peal. 

If the court does not re-
verse its decision, the motion 
asks the court to “specifically 
identify” and direct the IUC 
to “rescind route approval and 
eminent domain approval for 
all portions of the Iowa route 
from the South Dakota border 
back to the nearest connecting 
Iowa ethanol plant” in order to 
avoid “pipelines to nowhere.”

Read more from Cami 
Koons online  at  IowaCap-
italDispatch.com ©Copy-
right  2025,  Iowa  Capi-
tal  Dispatch.  Pub-
lished  under  a  Cre-
ative  Commons  license,  
CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. Read more at io-
wacapitaldispatch.com 

‘Ask for help’ mental health 
resources and stress management 
tips for farmers
Cami Koons
Iowa Capital Dispatch

Communication with 
loved ones, neighbors and 
mental health professionals 
can be a key piece of ad-
dressing the stressors and 
mental health issues that af-
fect farmers at higher rates 
than other professions. 

According to the Nation-
al Rural Health Associa-
tion, suicide rates are “sig-
nificantly higher” in rural 
areas than in urban areas 
and farmers die by suicide 
at a rate 3.5 times higher 
than the general population.

Mental health hotlines 
for farmers have seen more 
calls this year. In addition 
to the normally stressful 
profession, farmers have 
another year of unstable 
trade, less than desirable 
markets, high input costs 
and the phrase “farm crisis” 
on the tip of many people’s 
tongues. 

Amber Wright, a thera-
pist with Integrated Tele-
health Partners, said there 
are certain signs that a 
farmer, or anyone, might 
be in a poor mental health 
state. Wright said commu-
nication, on the part of the 
person struggling and from 
their support network, are 
important factors in ad-
dressing some of the issues. 

Wright, who meets with 
patients via telehealth at 
UnityPoint Health’s Be-
havioral Health Clinic in 
Grinnell, said irritability, 
increased substance or al-
cohol consumption, and 
sleeplessness are signs that 
someone might be having 
more than just a bad day. 

“That could be another 
symptom of something else 
major,” Wright said. 
Iowa Concern hotline: 
1-800-447-1985 (call or 
text)
FarmAid hotline: 

1-800-FARM-AID 
According to FarmAid, 

which operates a hotline 
for farmers in need of assis-
tance, farmers have unique 
stressors that affect their 
mental health: farming re-
lies on factors outside of a 
farmer’s control, they often 
work alone for long hours 
at a time, there is a lot of 
pressure to hold onto their 
land and they usually have 
a self-reliant attitude that 
makes it difficult to ask for 
help. 

Rural areas where farm-
ers live are also more likely 
to be mental health care 
deserts, which adds to the 
difficulty of finding help. 

Wright said meeting the 
“daily requirements” for 
living – adequate food, 
fluids and sleep – can help 
alleviate some of the stress 
that can lead to a more seri-
ous mental health issue. She 
also recommended farm-
ers make time for a hobby 
or activity, like walking 
the dog, going for a drive, 
or grabbing coffee with a 
friend. 

“Trying to find those 
skills that are going to help 
you decrease that stress 
and also kind of help bring 
your morale back up too,” 
Wright said. 

Telehealth counseling 
and online resources can 
be another option for ru-

ral households. Iowa State 
University, Iowa Farm Bu-
reau and Iowa Corn Grow-
ers Association have lists of 
mental health resources for 
farmers. 

Other organizations, like 
Farm Rescue, offer opera-
tional support, like haying 
or feeding livestock, to 
farm families in distress.

ISU has the Iowa Con-
cern hotline and a partner-
ship with Farm Foundation 
to offer free counseling 
and other resources. The 
university also has a list of 
stress management resourc-
es, like financial planning, 
legal counseling and disas-
ter assistance. 

Wright said resources 
like this can be helpful to 
manage stress. Even writ-
ing out expenses and trying 
to come up with a financial 
plan can make it a little less 
stressful the next time a 
piece of equipment breaks 
down. 

“Always communicate, 
write out things, write them 
down, talk to people … ask 
for help,” she said.

Read more from Cami 
Koons online  at  IowaCap-
italDispatch.com ©Copy-
right 2025, Iowa Capital Dis-
patch. Published under a Cre-
ative  Commons  license,  
CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. Read more at io-
wacapitaldispatch.com

Drivers now face fines 
for violating Iowa’s ban on 
handheld cellphone use
Robin Opsahl,
Iowa Capital Dispatch

 As of Jan. 1, 2026, un-
der Iowa’s distracted driv-
ing law, fines start at $100 
for drivers caught using a 
handheld cellphone. (Photo 
via Getty Images)

Drivers using their 
phones outside of hands-
free or voice-activated 
modes now face a $100 fine 
as Iowa’s 2025 distracted 
driving law goes into full 
effect.

The measure, signed 
into law by Gov. Kim 
Reynolds in April 2025, ex-
panded Iowa’s previous ban 
on texting while driving 
to ban all handheld use of 
personal electronic devices 
while driving. Iowa is the 
31st state to enact a “hands 
free” law.

Although the law took 
effect July 1, law en-
forcement officers were 
only able issue warnings 
throughout 2025. But as 
of Jan. 1, 2026, drivers are 
now subject to fines for 
breaking the law. The base-
line fine is $100 for using 
a phone while texting, in-
creasing to $500 in cases 
if the incident results in an 
injury, and to $1,000 in in-
cidents that cause a death.

In a December record-
ing of “Iowa Press,” Larry 
Grant, state safety planner 
for the Iowa Department 
of Transportation, said in 
2025, Iowa saw a major re-
duction in traffic fatalities 
in comparison to previous 
years. According to DOT 
data, there were 260 traf-
fic deaths in 2025 — a total 
of 97 fewer deaths than in 
2024 and a nearly a century 
low. Public officials say the 
hands-free law, as well as 
other factors like people 
complying with other safe-
ty laws by wearing seat-
belts or obeying speed lim-
its, have contributed to the 
state seeing fewer deadly 
traffic incidents in the past 
year.

“Now granted, one fatal-
ity is too many, and every-
body needs to realize that 
— but we’re we’re down 77 

fatalities on average right 
now,” Grant said at the Dec. 
12 recording. “And if you 
go back for our high in the 
last five years, we’re down 
over 100 fatalities. That’s 
100 lives that are still here. 
So that’s just huge when we 
look at that.”

Other states that have 
passed similar “hands-free” 
measures, including Iowa’s 
neighbors Minnesota and 
Illinois, have also seen re-
ductions in car crashes and 
traffic deaths since enact-
ing these restrictions.

Part of the reason fines 
did not start until 2026 was 
in an effort to give time for 
drivers to learn about the 
new law. Sgt. Alex Din-
kla, an Iowa State Patrol 
spokesperson and Brett 
Tjepkes, chief of the Gov-
ernor’s Traffic Safety Bu-
reau, said in December the 
state and law enforcement 
officers have made a ma-
jor push to inform people 
about the new “hands-free” 
law through educational 
materials and distributing 
pamphlets at rest areas and 
driver’s licensing stations.

Dinkla said in his expe-
rience, most people “prob-
ably are aware” of the new 
law, but that he has still 
encountered some drivers 
who do not know about the 
change.

Many newer cars — and 
a majority of smartphones 
— are able to enter hands-
free mode to ensure com-
pliance with the law, Din-
kla said.

“Something that we had 
to kind of work through, I 
think with the public and 
messaging, is that you don’t 
have to have a new vehicle 
with all of the technology 
involved in it,” he said. “Al-
most every phone that’s out 
there will make a hands-
free call. You can ask Siri, 
you can ask Alexa, and or 
even just a one touch which 
the law allows for, but it 
can’t be in your hand.”

The law was signed in 
2025 after several years 
of stalling in the legisla-
tive process, despite hav-
ing strong support from 
law enforcement and safety 
advocates as well as from 
families of victims who 
died in distracted driving 
incidents.

“It wasn’t one person 
that did this,” Dinkla said. 
“It wasn’t one department 
that did this. This was a col-
lective effort amongst many 
folks. You heard stories of 
people that were involved 
in texting and driving. They 
championed trying to get 
that across the finish line. 
The Governor’s Traffic 
Safety Bureau, many other 
city, county supporters with 
that. So it was definitely a 
collective effort.”

Read more from Robin 
Opsahl online at IowaCap-
italDispatch.com ©Copy-
right 2025, Iowa Capital 
Dispatch. Published under 
a Creative Commons li-
cense,  CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. 
Read more at iowacapital-
dispatch.com 

Supervisors continued from page 1
The Wright County Courthouse 
will be closed for the following 
holidays in 2026: 
Memorial Day on May 25
Independence Day observed July 3
Labor Day on September 7
Veterans Day on November 11
Thanksgiving Day and the following Friday on 
November 26 and 27
Christmas Eve on December 24
Christmas Day on December 25
New Year’s Day on January 1, 2027

ed for this purpose, while 
Chairperson Bosch noted 
that careful management 
would be needed to ensure 
staffing remains balanced 
during the gap of not hav-
ing Presidents’ Day off 
could cause. The board 
moved to approve the swap. 

Supervisors also ad-
dressed a number of annual 
appointments to boards, 
committees, and township 
positions. Aaron Budweg 
was appointed to represent 
the county on Mid-Iowa 
Growth, MIDAS, and the 
Heart of Iowa Regional 
Housing Trust Fund, while 
the remainder of the ap-
pointments remained 
mostly unchanged. Some 
openings on the Eminent 
Domain Compensation 
Commission will remain 
vacant for now so required 
paperwork can move for-
ward. It was also noted 
that removing elections for 
Woolstock, Iowa, and Wall 
Lake Township Trustees 
and moving to an appoint-
ment selection process will 
be on the November ballot. 

For a detailed list of ap-
pointments, please see the 
official meeting minutes, 

which are published in The 
Wright County Monitor. 

The board also approved 
the annual noxious weed 
control resolution, which 
outlines landowner respon-
sibilities to control invasive 
plants such as Canadian 
thistle, leafy spurge, poi-
son hemlock, and others. 
The resolution sets control 
deadlines ranging from 
July 1 to July 15, depend-
ing on the species, and al-
lows the county weed com-
missioner to take action if 
landowners do not comply, 
with costs assessed to the 
property if necessary.

In addition, the county 
noted it has reduced its spot 
spraying program along 
secondary roads. Adjacent 
landowners are encouraged 
to notify the secondary 
roads department if they 
observe noxious weeds 
along road rights-of-way.

The board will meet 
again on Monday, January 
12, at the Wright County 
Courthouse. This meeting, 
along with past ones, can 
be viewed online at https://
w w w.yo u t u b e . c o m /@
WrightCountyIowaOffi-
cial8312. 
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Property taxes, eminent domain debate to return in 2026 
Iowa legislative session
Robin Opsahl
Iowa Capital Dispatch

Iowa lawmakers are 
heading into the 2026 leg-
islative session with several 
new leaders — but many of 
the issues expected to take 
top priority are subjects left 
unresolved in 2025, namely 
eminent domain and prop-
erty taxes.

Lawmakers presented 
legislation on both of these 
issues during the 2025 legis-
lative session, but neither be-
came state law. Republican 
leaders had brought up prop-
erty taxes as one of their top 
concerns heading into the 
last session, but a measure 
failed to reach the governor’s 
desk.

Rep. Bobby Kaufmann, 
who is now House majority 
leader, and Sen. Dan Daw-
son, R-Council Bluffs, in-
troduced legislation in 2025 
to eliminate the state’s “roll-
back” system for calculating 
property taxes, calling for a 
move to a “revenue-restrict-
ed” system limiting levy 
rate growth alongside other 
changes. This proposal went 
through multiple iterations, 
but failed to come to a floor 
vote.

While the push for action 
on property taxes was led by 
legislative leaders last year, 
Gov. Kim Reynolds has said 
she plans to introduce a pro-
posal to lower property taxes 
in 2026. Over the past few 
months, she and other Re-
publican leaders have held 
meetings with local govern-
ment and community lead-
ers across the state to discuss 
how to approach the subject.

The governor has warned 
that reducing property taxes 
could mean a reduction in 
local government services, 
saying in May that Iowans 
should not expect “level of 
government that we have and 
expect the property taxes to 
go lower.” However, she said 
there are areas where ser-
vices can be consolidated or 
streamlined in an effort to 
more efficiently use taxpayer 
dollars.

Reynolds has also said 
she is considering a prop-
erty tax freeze for seniors as 
another strategy to ease Io-
wans’ economic burden.

“We have to see what the 
numbers look like,” Reyn-
olds told reporters in No-
vember. “We can’t shift it to 
the state, that’s not property 
tax relief … it has to be sus-
tainable.”

House Speaker Pat Grass-
ley said House Republicans 
are also focused on tackling 
property taxes – saying the 
2025 discussions on the is-
sue were a “good lesson” in 
how to best craft legislation 
moving forward. He said 

“there’s going to be pieces 
of … the bills from last year 
that are probably not going 
to be included” in this year’s 
legislation. He said the cau-
cus wants to present a plan 
that favors the taxpayer over 
the taxing entity, and one that 
is simplified from previous 
discussions.

“It needs to give certainty 
to the taxpayer, and at the 
same time, we need to make 
sure it’s something that’s un-
derstandable,” Grassley said. 
“Because every property tax 
conversation we’ve had for 
20 years is very difficult, 
very in the weeds, very hard 
to understand. I think that’s 
why we’ve been unable to re-
ally get an overall reform of 
the system itself.”

Senate Minority Leader 
Janice Weiner said Demo-
crats are willing to work 
across the aisle to address 
high property tax costs, and 
echoed the state’s property 
tax system needs to be sim-
plified and more transparent. 
However, she said Senate 
Democrats want to ensure 
tax relief is reaching the 
people in the most need, and 
that local communities can 
weather the reduced income.

“It’s really essential that 
local communities be at the 
table, because we can’t risk 
putting public safety and 
other really important things 
for local communities at risk 
– and they’re the ones who 
have to pay the bills, they’re 
the ones who are now facing 
the results of previous man-
dates,” Weiner said. “… And 
from what I’ve heard sort of 
across the state, they’re re-
ally frustrated. (Those) are 
the people who are doing the 
work in every city, in every 
county and every township, 
and they deserve to have a 
seat at the table.”

Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Klimesh says he ex-
pects to see bills on prop-
erty taxes from the governor, 
House and Senate in 2026, 
and that the session will be 
spent discussing areas where 
all parties agree.

“At the end of the day, 
the conversation will be, 
‘How deep in the weeds do 
we go?’” Klimesh said. “We 
have a 40-year-old system 
— do we slap Band-Aids 
on, right? My perspective is 
sometimes it’s going to take 
it down to the chassis and 
rebuild it from there. But at 
the end of the day, we’ll have 
to sit on a table and build a 
consensus.”

House Minority Leader 
Brian Meyer said House 
Democrats plan to roll out 
a property tax proposal in 
January, led by Rep. Dave Ja-
coby, D-Coralville, ranking 
member of the House Ways 

and Means Committee. The 
legislative proposal will fo-
cus on lowering residential 
property taxes while “pro-
tecting schools, protecting 
first responders,” he said.

Another issue carrying 
over from 2025 is how to 
address the use of eminent 
domain in carbon capture 
pipeline projects.

Legislation related to 
pipelines was approved by 
the Legislature in 2025. 
Sending the bill to Reynolds’ 
desk was a contentious jour-
ney. The measure only made 
it to floor debate in the Sen-
ate after 12 GOP senators 
signed a letter saying they 
would not vote on spending 
bills and allow the session to 
end until a measure on emi-
nent domain was debated.

The Senate passed the bill 
in a 27-22 vote, but Reynolds 
vetoed the measure, saying 
the legislation combined 
“valid concerns with vague 
legal standards and sweeping 
mandates that reach far be-
yond their intended targets.”

There is still a strong push 
from Republicans calling for 
state lawmakers to address 
the subject, specifically to 
address some landowners’ 
issues with the Summit Car-
bon Solutions project. But 
some of the same concerns 
from Republicans, includ-
ing the governor and Senate 
leaders, who opposed last 
year’s legislation, remain in 
play — meaning a consensus 
on how to tackle the prop-
erty rights issue has yet to be 
reached.

Klimesh said he plans to 
introduce legislation within 
the first week of session that 
would allow companies to 
seek voluntary easements 
within a 10-mile radius of 
the corridor approved by 
the Iowa Utilities Commis-
sion in the permit process. 
This proposal, Klimesh said, 
would allow carbon seques-
tration pipeline projects to 
move forward without hav-
ing to use eminent domain 
to build a pipeline against a 
property owner’s wishes.

“I think, at the end of the 
day, that allows me to exer-
cise my property rights, by 
denying access to my prop-
erty, it allows my neighbor to 
exercise their property rights 
by entering into a voluntary 
easement,” he told Republi-
cans at the Westside Conser-
vative Club.

This proposal was one of 
the suggestions offered in an 
amendment to the 2025 leg-
islation by Sen. Mike Bous-
selot, R-Ankeny, which was 
not adopted during Senate 
debate.

This approach may dif-
fer from how Iowa House 
Republicans plan to tackle 
the subject. Grassley said 
House Republicans plan to 
introduce legislation next 
year focused specifically on 
the use of eminent domain. 
Under current law, property 
owners can be forced to al-
low easements on their land 
for projects considered in the 
public’s interest at a price set 
by a county compensation 
commission. Part of the dis-
pute over carbon pipelines is 
whether the projects are in 
the public interest.

“Where I think we end up 
this session, whatever comes 
from the House, is going to 
be a little bit more tailored to 
eminent domain,” Grassley 
said. “I know the bill was 
a little bit broader than we 
passed over to the Senate last 
year, that the governor then 
vetoed. …The caucus, in the 
meantime, has recognized 
that that’s been where we’ve 
had our focus for the last sev-
eral years – its been around 
eminent domain.”

The use of eminent do-
main in pipeline projects is 
not a party-line issue — the 
measures passed with both 
bipartisan support and op-
position in both chambers in 
2025.

Meyer said he does not 
see the proposal brought up 
by Klimesh on expanding 
the pipeline corridor as a 
way to put the issue to rest, 
saying he believes House Re-
publicans will aim for more 
substantive action on emi-
nent domain.

Meyer said he believes 
most Democrats understand 
there are competing interests 
in how to address the issue, 
as carbon capture pipelines 
are “an important part of the 
future of agriculture moving 
forward,” but that there are 
real questions on “how do 
we protect property rights” 
brought up by the projects.

Meyer said he believes 
there is a path forward to ad-
dress this issue – but Repub-
licans, who have held a tri-
fecta of control at the Capitol 
for several years, will have to 
collaborate with Democrats 
to reach the finish line.

“We’re going to have to 
see where it goes,” Meyer 
said. “There’s a solution here. 
It’s just that they’re so used 
to not having to work with 
Democrats or anybody else.”

Legislative leaders also 
said they predict to field 
more discussions on issues 
related to Iowans’ health in 
2026. As the state has the 
second-highest cancer inci-
dent rate in the country, of-
ficials have said they plan to 
investigate why Iowa’s can-
cer rates are growing while 
national rates lower.

Some advocates say en-
vironmental factors — and 
problems caused by agri-
cultural products — are be-
hind some of these numbers. 
Klimesh was questioned by 
a voter at the Westside Con-
servative Club about why 
lawmakers have advanced 
legislation in several previ-
ous sessions to shield pesti-
cide companies from certain 
lawsuits — specifically, in 
response to numerous law-
suits launched against Bayer, 
the manufacturer of  Round-
Up, which claim the product 
gave plaintiffs cancer.

Klimesh said the previ-
ous versions of the legisla-
tion did not stop people from 
suing companies like Bayer 
over claims like negligence 
or fraud, but over specific 
““failure to warn” claims 
related to pesticide labels 
issued by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

“At the end of the day, 
they did not take away your 
rights to sue that company 
for cause in any way, shape 
or form,” Klimesh said. “All 
it simply said was you can’t 
sue them for not meeting a 
requirement the federal gov-
ernment won’t let them meet. 
At the end of the day, what 
concerns me is, if we allow 
that to continue, glyphosates 
will come in from China. 
What’s the recourse then? 
There’s no way you’re going 
to sue a Chinese company, 
right? That’s an impossible 
hurdle.”

Grassley said he believes 
there are ” merits to wanting 
to make sure that these types 
of products are made here in 
this country — but not just 
this country, in our state.” 
He said while there was not 
enough support to move the 
bill forward last year, the 
2026 session could be dif-
ferent.

“Not knowing what the 
future … looks like, if that’s 
something the caucus wants 

to move forward with, I think 
we’ll be open to that conver-
sation,” Grassley said.

Another environmental 
issue that may be impacting 
Iowans’ health is water qual-
ity. Concerns about nitrate 
levels in Iowa’s waterways 
have heightened over the 
past year, as nitrate concen-
trations reached near record 
highs in Iowa rivers in 2025. 
Experts say data shows ni-
trate concentrations have in-
creased in Iowa over the past 
decades.

Meyer said Iowa House 
Democrats plan to bring for-
ward a legislative proposal 
to address high nitrate levels 
and increase water quality 
monitoring throughout the 
state.

While environmental 
advocates point to agricul-
tural runoff as a contributor 
to Iowa’s growing cancer 
rates, some legislators have 
said other factors may be 
contributing. In November, 
Sen. Ken Rozenboom, R-
Pella, said other states, like 
Illinois, would also be seeing 
similarly high cancer rates 
if agricultural pollution was 
the driving force behind the 
state’s cancer rates.

“Once we have apparent 
solutions or answers, then we 
can start changing policy or 
making policy,” Rozenboom 
said. “But I think most of us 
more have more questions 
than answers yet.”

Klimesh said lawmakers 
are also planning to continue 
to partner with institutions 
like the University of Iowa 
Health system, “to make sure 
that they’re doing research, 
point us in the right direction 
where we can be helpful with 
that.”

Weiner said as research 
is ongoing, the Legislature 
should focus on finding 
ways to “deal with some low-
hanging fruit” and take steps 
to mitigate new instances of 
cancer.

“The cancer rates we’re 
seeing are result from ex-
posures 20, 30 years ago, 
we can’t change that now,” 
Weiner said. “(But) we know 
we have high radon levels in 
the state. There are unregu-
lated tanning beds there, you 
know, too many Iowans are 
probably are using one form 
of tobacco or other. Again, 
we’ll be having conversa-
tions with our Republican 
colleagues, but I think every-
body realizes this is an issue 
we have to deal with.”

Three of the top legisla-
tive leadership positions are 
held by people elected by 
their peers this year to lead 
their caucus for the first time 
–Klimesh leading Iowa Sen-
ate Republicans, Meyer lead-
ing Iowa House Democrats 
and Kaufmann as the new 
House majority leader.

These changes come 
amid a shake-up heading into 
next year’s elections – for-
mer House Majority Leader 
Matt Windschitl is running 
for Iowa’s 4th Congressional 
District and former Minor-
ity Leader Jennifer Konfrst 
is running in Iowa’s 3rd Dis-
trict. The former Senate Ma-

jority Leader Jack Whitver 
announced he will not seek 
reelection as he continues 
treatment following a brain 
tumor diagnosis.

The session will also be 
Reynolds’ last term as gov-
ernor, as she is not seeking 
reelection in 2026.

Grassley, who was elected 
House speaker in 2020, said 
he does not foresee major 
changes coming from the 
new leadership.

“I don’t want to say busi-
ness as usual in a bad way, 
but I think you’re going to 
see the House, the Senate, 
the governor, continue to be 
able to work together to be 
able to find resolution to dif-
ficult issues,” Grassley said. 
“We’ve displayed that for the 
last several years, taking on 
tough issues, and so I don’t 
think any of that necessarily 
just changes because there’s 
different individuals in some 
of the certain areas.”

A number of special 
elections in 2025 have also 
changed the makeup of the 
Iowa Legislature. Iowa Sen-
ate Democrats gained two 
seats in special elections in 
the past year – Sen. Catelin 
Drey in Senate District 1 
and Sen. Mike Zimmer in 
District 35, breaking Repub-
licans’ supermajority control 
of the chamber.

There’s one more special 
election in the Iowa Senate 
left this year, scheduled for 
Dec. 30 to fill the seat left by 
Sen. Claire Celsi, who died 
in October after a battle with 
an undisclosed illness.

While Republicans still 
hold a majority in the Senate, 
breaking the supermajor-
ity means Democrats could 
exert more control in the 
process of appointing gu-
bernatorial nominees, which 
require two-thirds majority 
approval. Weiner said while 
“there may not be a ton of ap-
pointments, there definitely 
will be some,” pointing to 
the new appointments to the 
Iowa Board of Regents.

She also said while two of 
the Senate special elections 
were called because of tragic 
circumstances – the deaths 
of two senators – the special 
election campaigns have al-
lowed Senate Democrats 
to hear directly from voters 
about what they want from 
the Legislature.

“We’ve had the oppor-
tunity since the beginning 
of January through the end 
of December to talk to vot-
ers all over the state, or more 
specifically, to listen to vot-
ers all over the state and hear 
what their concerns are,” 
Weiner said. “… It’s great to 
see new faces, and it’s also 
been a year of loss.”

The legislative session is 
set to begin Jan. 12, 2026.

Read more from Robin 
Opsahl online  at  IowaCap-
italDispatch.com  ©Copy-
right  2025,  Iowa  Capi-
tal Dispatch. Published un-
der  a  Creative  Com-
mons  license,  CC  BY-NC-
ND 4.0. Read more at iowa-
capitaldispatch.com 
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Representative 
Mark Thompson, 
House District 56	
The state legislature goes 
back into session on 
January 12th until the end 
of April.  This writing is 
an opportunity to discuss 
what goes on during this 
“off” time while out of 
session.  Besides the visible 
events such as parades, 
pancake breakfasts and 
meals, and county fairs, 
many constituents and 
groups reach out with 
concerns.  Some are topics 
I can address and act on 
while others are out of my 
purview.  In those instances, 
I try to direct them to the 
correct entity for resolution.
I am fortunate to have a 
strong and open relationship 

with all six of the district 
school superintendents 
and have met with and 
communicated with each 
of them.  I continue to meet 
with county supervisors, 
law enforcement, hospital 
administrators, local 
businesses, farm and 
agriculture groups, banking 
representatives, power 
company leaders, along 
with individual constituents 
to address their concerns.  
Last Spring part of the 
district was hit with tornado-
like winds.  After a quick 
connection to the Governor, 
the area was declared a 
disaster area enabling the 
community to bring in 
State help and equipment 
to quickly clean-up and 
restore power.  I endeavor 

to respond and reach out 
to the varied groups and 
entities in this district and 
look for more ways to grow 
our communities.
During this upcoming 
session, I am putting 
legislation forward 
answering some of the 
concerns of those I represent 
as well as issues for state-
wide safety.  Thank you for 
this opportunity to serve to 
the best of my ability.



6  The Wright County Monitor  • Wednesday,  January 7, 2026                                                                                           www.clarionnewsonline.com

Church news The Clarion Wire

Michael Ewing

Bruce’s
Auto Service
Master ASE Certified
1502 Central Ave. W. 

Clarion
515-532-6802

Over 25 years experience

Dr. David Gildner  

Optometrist
Family Eye Care

Clarion
515-532-3630

210 North Main • Clarion
515-532-6626
Laura Phillips 

Pharmacy Manager
Family Practice Clinic

Clarion • 532-2836

1209 Central Ave. E.
515-532-2887

Goldfield
Communications
Service Corp
Call us for all your phone needs
828-3888 or 800-825-9753

110 13th Avenue SW
Clarion, Iowa 50525

920 Central Ave E
Clarion

515-532-2425
www.mywrightchoice.com

Stevenson Insurance
Services

Abens-Marty-Curran Agency

Goldfield
515-825-3476

Care for the ones who cared for you
1-800-HOSPICE (467-7423)

www.iowa-hospice.com

Eagle Grove
Goldfield
Clarion

www.ssbankia.com515-532-2893

315 Central Ave East • Clarion 
515/532-2841

Most Insurance Accepted

1407 Central Ave. East  
Clarion, IA 50525

Phone 515-532-2444
Fax 515-532-2299

www.hansontire.net
Email: 

che_hanson72@yahoo.com

HOGAN s HANSEN
A Professional Corporation

Certified Public Accountants 
and Consultants

Insurance products are not FDIC insured, not insured 
by any federal government agency, not a deposit, not 
guaranteed by the bank.

Member FDIC

Belmond
641-444-3380

          Britt - 641-843-3839
       Kanawha - 641-762-3211

  Clarion & Dows - 515-532-2233
       Belmond - 641-444-3248

           www.ewingfh.com

303 East Main • Belmond, IA
Phone: 641-444-3274

Tax Season is upon us - We can help!
www.hoganhansen.com

   Follow us on Facebook!

Call us to 

advertise

532-2871

Call us to 

advertise

532-2871

Call us to 

advertise

532-2871

Call us to 

advertise

532-2871

Call us to 

advertise

532-2871

Call us to 

advertise

532-2871

215 13th Ave SW
Clarion, IA  50525

515-532-2801

Call us to 

advertise

532-2871

Call us to 

advertise

532-2871

www.FirstIowa.bank

Goldfield, IA 
50542

515.825.3181

Goldfield, IA 
50542

515.825.3181

Call us to
advertise
532-2871

Call us to
advertise
532-2871

Eagle Grove • Goldfield • Clarion

204 E. Broadway St.
Eagle Grove, IA.

First Citizens Bank
myfcb.bank

CL_GenericAd_2021.indd   111/8/21   10:19 AM

Call us to
advertise
532-2871

Call us to
advertise
532-2871

Call
Nicolle Miller
515-293-2329
to advertise!

Call
Nicolle Miller
515-293-2329
to advertise!

Call
Nicolle Miller
515-293-2329
to advertise!

Call
Nicolle Miller
515-293-2329
to advertise!

Goldfield, IA 
50542

515.825.3181

www. malloylawfirm.com

www.comm1net.net
641-762-3772

Grocery 515-448-3241
Meat 515-448-3526
Eagle Grove, Iowa

EAGLE GROVE • 448-4321
Hours: Mon. - Thurs ~ 6 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Fri & Sat ~ 6 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sunday ~ 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
T a k e  o u t  o r d e r s  a v a i l a b l e !

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

TND@goldfieldaccess.net

Eagle Grove : 515-448-5111

Skilled Nursing
Long Term Care
Residential Care

Assisted Living 
with Memory 

Support

(515) 448-5124

Independent Townhomes & Apartments

Lalor Construction

Call Gary Lalor
Office:  515-448-5040  •  Cell:  515-293-1579

Free Estimates • Professional Crew  
•  Family Owned - Over 40 Years  •  Licensed & Insured Residential 

and Agricultural

• New Construction  •  Remodeling  •  Additions  •  Garages  •  Siding  
•  Windows  

•  Concrete and Masonry  •  Plumbing  •  Electrical  •  Decks  •  Pole Buildings

ebseagle@goldfieldaccess.net

319 Hwy 3 East • Goldfield
515-825-3476

ABENS - MARTY - CURRAN AGENCY

EAGLE
EAGLE GROVE

Nobody 
brings you 

hometown news like the  
Eagle Grove Eagle.

Stevenson Insurance 
Services

215 13th Ave SW
Clarion, IA  50525

515-532-2801

This Church Page message is brought to you 
by these fine sponsors.

Serving You First

www.firstiowa.bank Member
FDIC

Goldfield, IA 
50542

515.825.3181

www. malloylawfirm.com

www.comm1net.net
641-762-3772

Grocery 515-448-3241
Meat 515-448-3526
Eagle Grove, Iowa

EAGLE GROVE • 448-4321
Hours: Mon. - Thurs ~ 6 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Fri & Sat ~ 6 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sunday ~ 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
T a k e  o u t  o r d e r s  a v a i l a b l e !

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

TND@goldfieldaccess.net

Eagle Grove : 515-448-5111

Skilled Nursing
Long Term Care
Residential Care

Assisted Living 
with Memory 

Support

(515) 448-5124

Independent Townhomes & Apartments

Lalor Construction

Call Gary Lalor
Office:  515-448-5040  •  Cell:  515-293-1579

Free Estimates • Professional Crew  
•  Family Owned - Over 40 Years  •  Licensed & Insured Residential 

and Agricultural

• New Construction  •  Remodeling  •  Additions  •  Garages  •  Siding  
•  Windows  

•  Concrete and Masonry  •  Plumbing  •  Electrical  •  Decks  •  Pole Buildings

ebseagle@goldfieldaccess.net

319 Hwy 3 East • Goldfield
515-825-3476

ABENS - MARTY - CURRAN AGENCY

EAGLE
EAGLE GROVE

Nobody 
brings you 

hometown news like the  
Eagle Grove Eagle.

Stevenson Insurance 
Services

215 13th Ave SW
Clarion, IA  50525

515-532-2801

This Church Page message is brought to you 
by these fine sponsors.

Serving You First

www.firstiowa.bank Member
FDIC

Office:
641-622-3110

Cell:
641-790-1841

Contact:
Katie Phillips
to Advertise!
641-790-1841

Contact:
Katie Phillips
to Advertise!
641-790-1841

Office:
641-622-3110

Cell:
641-790-1841

Contact:
Katie Phillips
to Advertise!
641-790-1841

Office:
641-622-3110

Cell:
641-790-1841

Contact:
Katie Phillips
to Advertise!
641-790-1841

Office:
641-622-3110

Cell:
641-790-1841

Contact:
Katie Phillips
to Advertise!
641-790-1841

Contact:
Katie Phillips
to Advertise!
641-790-1841

Office:
641-622-3110

Cell:
641-790-1841

Contact:
Katie Phillips
to Advertise!
641-790-1841

Clarion Area
CLARION FIRST 
METHODIST CHURCH
201 3rd Ave. NE, Clarion, IA 
50525
Pastor Craig Luttrell
515-532-2845 
website: www.clarion.church
Church Office 
Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 
a.m. – Noon
	 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Service
• Sunday, January 11
	 9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages
	 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
• Sunday, January 18
	 9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages
	 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA
420 1st St NW, Clarion, IA
515-532-3440
www.firstlutheranclarion.com
“YOU are love, YOU belong, 
YOU are called, and YOU are 
gifted” 
• 9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Services

UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST, 
CONGREGATIONAL
121 3rd Avenue N.W., Clarion
• Sunday, January 11
	 9:00 a.m. Worship
	 10:00 a.m. Fellowship

CHURCH OF CHRIST
420 North Main, Clarion
Pastor Warren Curry 
515-532-3273 
http://clarionchurchofchrist.
weebly.com
Facebook Clarion Church of 
Christ
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship, also live 
each Sunday on Facebook
6:00 a.m. Tuesday Iron Man, 
Fellowship Hall, Church Building
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, Weekly 
Prayer Time Fellowship Hall, 
Church Building
Ongoing Bible Studies – times 
and locations vary; check for 
more information at the church 
office week.

ST. JOHN CATHOLIC
608 2nd Ave. N.E., Clarion
Father Jerry W. Blake, Pastor
515-532-3586 
• Thursday, January 8
	 8:00 a.m. Sewing at St. John, 
Clarion
	 11:40 a.m. Rosary at St. John, 
Clarion
	 12:00 p.m. Mass at St. John, 
Clarion
• Friday, January 9
	 7:40 a.m. Rosary at St. John, 
Clarion
	 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. John, 
Clarion
• Saturday, January 10
	 Baptism of the Lord
	 Baby Needs
	 2:00 p.m. Baptisms at St. John, 
Clarion
	 3:40 p.m. Rosary at St. John, 
Clarion
	 4:00 p.m. Mass at St. John, 
Clarion
	 8:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish at St. 
John, Clarion
• Sunday, January 11
	 Baptism of the Lord
	 Baby Needs
	 7:40 a.m. Rosary at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 8:00 a.m. Confirmation Class at 
St. Francis Xavier, Belmond
	 10:10 a.m. Rosary at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
	 10:30 a.m. Mass at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
• Monday January 12
	 8:15 a.m. Rosary at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 1:30 p.m. Mass at The 
Meadows, Clarion
	 7:30 p.m. Baptism Preparation 
in Spanish at St. John’s Ed 
Building in Clarion
• Tuesday, January 13

	 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, 
Offices Closed
	 11:00 a.m. Fatima Rosary at 
Sacred Heart, Eagle Grove
	 2:00 p.m. Mass at the Care 
Center, Clarion
	 2:00 p.m. OCIA at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
• Wednesday, January 14
	 7:40 a.m. Rosary at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 6:30 p.m. YFF Classes at all 
Parishes
	 6:30 p.m. Adoration at St. John, 
Clarion and St. Francis Xavier, 
Belmond
	 6:30 p.m. Altar Server Training 
at Sacred Heart, Eagle Grove
	 6:30 p.m. OCIA at St. John, 
Clarion
• Thursday, January 15
	 9:00 a.m. Guild Meeting at 
Sacred Heart, Eagle Grove
	 9:00 a.m. January 25th Bulletin 
Deadline
	 11:40 a.m. Rosary at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
	 12:00 p.m. Mass at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
	 2:00 p.m. Mass at Rotary Senior 
Living, Eagle Grove
	 6:30 p.m. Cluster Faith 
Formation Council Meeting at St. 
John, Clarion

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
219 First Street N.W. Clarion
515-532-2709
• Sunday, January 11 Jay Grogan 
will be leading the service
• Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
• Sunday 10:30 a.m. Adult 
Sunday School Class
• Wednesdays 6:00 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study
• Saturdays 8:00 a.m. Men’s 
Group
	
THE LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE
Dana Wendel, Pastor
1010 2nd Street SW; Clarion
515-293-3003
FREE Dinner will be on the first 
Sunday of the month. 
• Sunday
	 9:30 a.m. Coffee Time
	 9:45 a.m. Sunday School
	 10:45 a.m. Worship
• Tuesday
	 11:00 a.m. Prayer Time
• Iglesia del Nazareno
	 6:00 p.m. Sabado 
	 6:00 p.m. Domingo
	 Lay Minister Mynor
515-851-9699
Bienvenidos

Goldfield Area

Rejoice Church: A Word and 
Spirit Church 
Pastors Cris and Jennifer Decious 
Sunday worship 10:30 am 
www.Rejoicechurchiowa.com or 
watch us on facebook 
NEW LOCATION! We will 
begin IN PERSON WORSHIP 
services starting on DECEMBER 
1, 2024 in our home worship 
room at 3320 210th St. Goldfield, 
IA 50542

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
220 E. Oak St., Goldfield, IA 
50542
515-825-3581
goldfield.upc@gmail.com
Facebook@goldpres
“A Church for the Community”
Office M-F 7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
• Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Goldfield
Pastor Ron Rasmussen
• Sunday, January 11
	 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
and Fellowship Coffee in the 
Fellowship Room.	
No Sunday School

GOLDFIELD UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. Box 214
515-825-3754 
Pastor: Ann Trimble Ray. Each 
bring a new perspective to our 
church and God!
• Sunday Services
	 11:00 a.m. Worship time 
Everyone Welcome!

HOLMES 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
2139 Hancock Ave, Holmes, 
Iowa
HolmesLutheran@gmail.com
Pastor George Lautner
	 Office hours 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
(Flexible)
	 515-825-3660
• Sunday, January 11
	 9:30 a.m. Worship 
	 10:30 a.m. Sunday School for 
all ages
	 Everyone Welcome!

HOLMES BAPTIST CHURCH
2137 Hancock Avenue 
Pastor Cody Huber
515-825-3110
• Sundays
	 9:30 a.m. Sunday school, 10:30 
a.m. Worship Service, 5 p.m. 
Evening Service
• Wednesdays
	 Prayer Meeting, youth group, 
kids club (1st – 6th grades – during 
school year)

WRIGHT CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH
1730 130th Street, Kanawha
641-762-3947
• Sunday, January 11
	 9:30 a. m. Morning Worship, 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship, 11 a.m. 
Sunday School, 6 p.m. Evening 
Worship

Rowan Area
UNITED CHURCH OF 
ROWAN
Pastor Nancy Hofmeister
811 Pesch St., Box 38, Rowan
• Sundays
	 10:00 a.m. Worship
• Sunday, January 11
	 Annual Meeting following 
worship

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
Missouri Synod
Jct. Highway 69 & 3
Pastor Mark Eichler
• Sunday, January 11
	 10:30 a.m. Divine Services, 
11:45 a.m. Bible Study
October 7 – 28 and November 4 
at 1:30 p.m. Women’s Bible Study
	

Dows Area
SOVEREIGN GRACE 
CHURCH
109 N. Eskridge St., Dows 
Dows / www.sgcdows.com
Doug Holmes, Pastor
• Sunday, January 11
	 10:15 a.m. Sunday school, 
Coffee, 11:15 a.m. Worship at 
First Presbyterian in Dows

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Dows, IA
Masking is option 
• Sunday, January 11
	 10:00 a.m. Worship 

UNITED METHODIST 
& PRESBYTERIAN
• Sunday, January 4
10 a.m. Dows Joint Worship at 
Untied Methodist

FIRST REFORMED
214 Brown St., Alexander
• Sundays
	 9:30 a.m. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Fellowship

IMMANUEL U.C.C.
204 E. South St., Latimer
Joe Dunnwald
• Sunday, January 11
	 10:30 a.m. Worship

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
304 W. Main, Latimer
Travis Berg, Pastor
• Sunday, January 11
	 9 a.m. Worship, 10:15 a.m. 
ABC/Sunday School

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Morgan, Lee Center, Bradford
Erling Shultz, Pastor
• Sunday, January 11
	 8:30 a.m. Worship (B), 9:30 
a.m. Worship (LC), 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (M)

MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 
CHURCH
3rd & Lake Streets, Blairsburg, 
IA 50034
• Sundays
	 8:45 - 9:45 a.m. Café is open 
serving donuts, smoothies and 
coffee beverages
	 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Nursery available for 
children up to age 2
10:00 a.m. Kids Church for 
children 2 years to grade 5
• Wednesday
	 5:45 - 6:15 p.m. Café Open
	 6:30 p.m. Youth
	 6:30 p.m. Kids Club for 
children grades 1-5

NAZARETH LUTHERAN
Coulter
Pastors Tom Dettmer and Stanley 
Peterson
• Sunday, January 11
	 9:30a.m. Joint Sunday Worship 
Service with Holy Communion, 
Coffee to follow
• Dinner is the first Sunday of the 
month

As we endure the cold months of winter, it can be helpful 
to reflect on the individuals who may be lacking, or 
seeking out warmth. We are called upon to guide those 

in our lives to warmth, both physically and spiritually, when we 
can. Recent statistics display that roughly 5 million Americans 
did not have functional heating equipment in their homes (U.S. 
EIA). Further, “winter pattern” Seasonal Affective Disorder is the 
most common type of the disorder, affecting 5% of American 
adults (American Psychiatric Association). Considering this, we 
can offer our help to this issue in a variety of ways this winter. 
Specifically, we can find fulfillment in charitable acts, especially 
when we notice someone may be struggling. If we know 
someone who is encountering personal issues, even a brief 
discussion about these matters can assist them on the path to 
spiritual enrichment. While these months may be particularly 
frigid, we can help in bringing about warmth through attention 
to those lacking it, or our own acts of charity. 

–James Stone

Offering Warmth 
in the Wintertime

But how can one keep warm alone?
Ecclesiastes 4:11 (NIV)“

“

** Welcome to 2026!!!
** Congratulations to Iowa 
Specialty Hospital for 
achieving their 2025 goal 
of delivering 700 babies.
There were 711 babies 
welcomed locally this past 
year!
** Heartland Museum is 
open by appointment for 
tours. Over 90 restored 
tractors, some unique, are 
part of the tour along with 
store fronts, hats, and teddy 
bears. Call 515-602-6000 
for more information or to 
schedule a tour.. Located at 
119 - 9th St. SW in Clarion.
** Clarion Senior Citizens 
Center reopens on Monday, 
January 5! The center will 
no longer have exercises on 
Mondays!
** Clarion’s Blood Drive 
is the first Tuesday after-
noon of each month. The 
next one is Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6 - United Presbyterian 
Church from 1 - 5:30 p.m.
** Have fun at the Bru in 
southwest Clarion: Trivia 
Nights are normally the 1st 
& 3rd Thursdays - this time 
- January 15th; ‘2nd Avenue 
Society - 2nd Tuesdays - Jan-
uary 13th’ and Bingo on 4th 
Tuesdays - January 27th!
** 500 card players: Play 
‘500’ returns each Wednes-
day at Clarion’s Senior 
Citizens Center; both men 
and women; from 1:30 - 
3:30 p.m. And beginning 
on Thursdays, learn to play 
‘Hand & Foot’ card game!
** First Lutheran Church 
FOOD PANTRY in Clari-
on, 420 - First Street N.W., 
is open on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each 
month, from 5 - 6:30 p.m. 
Next ones are Thursday, 
January 8 and 22!
** BINGO continues at 
the Clarion Senior Citizens 
Center every Friday at 1:30 
- 3:30 p.m.
** Play (learn) Pickleball! 
From 6 - 8 p.m. at Clarion’s 
Elementary/Middle School 
Multi-Purpose Room (en-
try on north side of school 
building). Pay $2 to play. 
Every Wednesday evening 
in January - February. 
Contact Gloria Johnson for 
more information 515-835-
7728.
** At Clarion Senior Citi-
zens Center, special music 
on Thursday, January 22 
at 3 p.m. presented by Sec-
ond Avenue Society band. 
Come to listen and sing 
along!
** “Toe Nail Triming” at 

the ‘Center’ on Thursday, 
January 29!
** CDA ‘Casino Night’ 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
January 31 at the Red Shed 
from 7 - 10 p.m.
** From CDA office: 
“Clarion is participating in 
the Rural Housing Readi-
ness Assessment to bet-
ter understand our current 
housing conditions and 
future needs.We’re asking 
residents, business own-
ers, and community part-
ners—both in Clarion and 
the surrounding area—to 
complete the RHRA sur-
vey. Your input will help 
identify housing gaps, sup-
port workforce needs, and 
guide future community 
investments. Online Survey 
Software | Qualtrics Sur-
vey Solutions <https://face-
book.us8.list-manage.com/
track/click?u=1343e3d53a
477ebbe3cc99ebd&id=64b
7d732c8&e=f74d60054e> 
- English; : https://iastate.
qualt r ics.com/jfe/form/
SV_8xp7t3GEhTzNUDY 
<https://facebook.us8.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=
1343e3d53a477ebbe3cc99e
bd&id=16152a6aa8&e=f74
d60054e> - Spanish. If you 
need help or prefer a paper 
copy, stop by the CDA Of-
fice or call Bailey at 515-
532-2256.: You have some 
time. But JUST DO IT!!
** AT THE CLARION 
THEATRE: Showing
“Anaconda” (PG-13) on 
Friday - Sunday, January 
9 - 11 @ 7 p.m.; Sunday 
Matinee at 2:30 p.m. - Janu-
ary 11.
** FOCU$ ON BU$INE$$: 
The Main Scoop on South 
Main in Clarion will be 
closed on Mondays dur-
ing January and February! 
Grab soup for lunch during 
January and February on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays!
** FOCU$ ON BU$INE$$ 
#2: Cattleman’s On the 
Green is now Cattleman’s 
Dining. Also offering Ca-
tering and Event Planning, 
call Cattleman’s Dining at 
641-444-4183
** MONEY $AVING TIP: 
January pizza special at 
Pizza Ranch - $12 for a 
large pepperoni pizza!
** THANK YOU: To first 
responders and law en-
forcement personnel who 
work to keep us safe during 
the year. Nothing was more 
prevelant than their efforts 
during our recent series of 
weather related incidents.
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With deep sorrow, we 
announce the passing of 
Brent Arthur Clemsen, a 
beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, uncle, 
and friend. Brent died on 
December 24, 2025, at the 
age of 71 from the effects 
of Alzheimer’s disease.

Brent was born and 
raised in Clarion, Iowa, 
the middle child of Lyle 
and Jane Clemsen. His 
childhood was filled 
with boy scouts, hunting, 
motorcycles, football, and 
all things outdoors. It was 
during these early years 
that his lifelong love of 
animals began. As a boy, he 
even had a pet skunk named 
Tulip—an unforgettable 
favorite at elementary 
school show‑and‑tell.

Brent attended the 
University of Northern 
Iowa, graduating in 1977 
with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. It was there that 
he met Jan, his devoted 
wife of 47 years. They 
married in 1979 in Sac 
City, Iowa, and two days 
later packed up their 
Toyota Celica and drove 
to Santa Clara, California, 
to begin their life together. 
They cherished their time 
in California, exploring 
beaches, mountains, and 
cities before moving to 
Maple Valley, Washington, 
in 1981, where they fell 
in love with the beauty 
of the region. It is where 
they raised their family and 
where Brent lived for the 
rest of his life.

Brent began his career 
in 1978 and served as 
a District and Regional 
Manager with Viking 
Pump Corporation of Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, remaining 
with the company until his 
retirement in 2020.

He lived an active life 
and loved to jog, hike, 
bike, garden and explore 
the outdoors. For a time, 
he owned a sailboat and 

even took sailing lessons 
in the middle of a rainy, 
blustery Seattle January. 
He climbed Mount Rainier 
and made frequent trips 
to Alaska to witness the 
Iditarod—an experience 
that combined his love of 
adventure with his love 
of dogs. Dogs, especially, 
brought him tremendous 
joy throughout his life. 
Lake Chelan was another 
favorite destination, where 
many cherished family 
memories were made.

Above all, Brent will 
be remembered for his 
unwavering love and 
devotion to his family. He 
expressed his care through 
quiet, steady acts of 
service—gestures felt daily 
by those fortunate enough 
to be loved by him.

Brent is survived by 
his wife, Jan; his children, 
Katherine Wood (Buddy) 
and Leah Keeney (Jared); 
his three granddaughters, 
Charley, Riley, and Ellie; 
and his siblings, Kristin 
Doolittle and Lance 
Clemsen.

A service to honor 
Brent’s life will be held 
in 2026. In his memory, 
Brent would be delighted if 
you enjoy some chocolate, 
ice cream, or a couple of 
cookies. For those wishing 
to make a donation, 
the family suggests 
contributions to the Seattle 
Humane Society or the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Get all your news online:
www.clarionnewsonline.com

Words of Wisdom Obituaries

∏

Brent Clemsen
1954 – 2025

42 Years Ago
January 12, 1984

	 The Iowa Department 
of Human Services 
announces the January 
distribution of cheese in 
a 14 county area around 
Mason City and Fort 
Dodge. 93,360 pounds of 
cheese are available for 
distribution. Butter will not 
be available for distribution 
in January. 
	 The first baby of 1984 
at Community Memorial 
Hospital in Clarion was 
brought into the world 
at 5:05 pm on Monday, 
January 9, when Jacob 
Andrew Asche was born 
to Janette and Don Asche 
of Eagle Grove. As well as 
being the first baby born 
at CMH in the new year, 
the Asches were the first 
family to receive a “Stork 
Dinner”, a complimentary 
meal furnished by the 
hospital. 
	 Clarion Community 
Schools and CMH, in 
cooperation with ICCC in 
Fort Dodge  are offering a 
number of Adult Education 
Courses that will be starting 
in the coming week. 
Coin collecting, Spanish, 
private pilot ground school 
and emergency medical 
technician training are just 
some of the courses that 
will be held in the area.  

77 Years ago
January 13, 1949

 	 Members of the 
Iowa Master Plumbers’ 
association representing 
the North Central zone, 
met a Dugan’s Cellar in 
Clarion Tuesday night. 
Carl Anderson, manager 
of the Leighton Supply 
Co., of Fort Dodge was the 
principal speaker. His topic 
was “Outlook For 1949.” 
He predicted that materials 
during the coming year 
would be more available.
	 The newest addition 
to Saylors, the downstairs 
store, has been completed 
and full stocked and will 
be opened to the public 
Friday morning. Formerly 
a basement, the room has 
been rebuilt and decorated. 
With this addition to the 
store Saylor’s will offer 
a greater display, larger 
stocks of merchandise and 
finer values. The store will 
be opened Friday morning 
with special prizes. 
	 The Cowboy grapplers 
traveled to Humboldt last 
Friday night and tangled 
with the Gilmore City 
matsters coming home with 
a 33 to 8 score in the bag. 
This makes the fifth straight 
dual meeting the groaners 
and grunters have won 
this season and places the 
Clarionites in the forefront 
of wrestling teams in this 
neck of the woods. 

Monitor Memories
From the archives oF the Wright county monitor

1982 and 19471984 - 1949

Apply for a 2026 
Wright County 
Charitable Foundation 
Grant January 1 - 
February 15, 2026

Wright County Chari‑
table Foundation is calling 
on area non-profit orga‑
nizations to submit grant 
applications for funding to 
help complete projects and 
programs that benefit the 
people of Wright County, 
Iowa. The Wright County 
Charitable Foundation 
2026 Granting Cycle opens 
on January 1, 2026, with 
applications being accepted 
through February 15, 2026. 
Late applications will not 
be considered.

Each grant applicant is 
required to match 20 per‑
cent (20%) of the funds 
necessary to complete the 
project. Volunteer labor 
hours can be considered 
as match, along with the 
funds needed to complete 
each project. If possible, 
applicants should submit 
their applications before the 
deadline to allow the grant 
committee time to conduct 
a preliminary review of all 
the applications to ensure 
all information needed is 
included. Early submissions 
allow more time should re‑
visions or more information 
be requested.

The links to the Ap‑
plication and Guidelines 
for the 2026 Granting 
Cycle can be found on the 
Wright County Charitable 
Foundation section of the 

Wright County Economic 
Development web page at: 
https://www.wrightcounty.
iowa.gov/departments/eco‑
nomic_development/chari‑
table_foundation.php

For more information, 
contact Wright County 
Economic Development at 
(515) 532-6422 or send an 
email to wced@wrightco.
iowa.gov

Wright County Chari‑
table Foundation is an af‑
filiate of the Community 
Foundation of Greater Des 
Moines.

About Wright County 
Economic Development: 
Wright County Economic 
Development is an offi‑
cial department of Wright 
County, Iowa. Created in 
1987, the department ad‑
dresses the need for busi‑
ness, housing, and work‑
force growth, retention, and 
expansion.

Baby Girl
	 Vanessa Hernandez 
and Artemio Gonzalez of 
Clarion, IA would like to 
announce the birth of their 
daughter Azalea Maileni. 
She was born Sunday, 
December 28, 2025 at the 
Iowa Specialty Hospital in 
Clarion, IA. She weighed 
7 pounds 15 ounces. She 
Joins her sibling: Azaire 
(2). Proud Grandparents 
are: Sonia Alvarddo and 
Mariano Gonzalez of 
Clarion, IA and Juventina 
Matul and Osman 
Hernandez of Clarion, IA.
Baby Girl
	 Charles and Alyssa 

Hamilton – Morris of 
Dows, IA would like to 
announce the birth of their 
daughter Annalien Lucille. 
She was born Friday, 
January 2, 2026 at the 
Iowa Specialty Hospital in 
Clarion, IA. She weighed 
4 pounds 11 ounces. She 
Joins her siblings: Austin 
(12) and Ariella (2). Proud 
Grandparents are: Clint 
and Justina Hamilton 
of Coulter, IA and Kris 
Quam of Northwood, IA. 
Proud Great Grandparents 
are: Kenny Quam of 
Northwood, IA and Darwin 
and Laura Hamilton of 
Iowa Falls, IA.

Specializing in Collision Repair!

• Down Draft Paint Booth w/Baked Curing Cycle 
• Frame Machine • Computerized Paint Matching 

• Computerized Estimates
• A preferred shop with insurance companies

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles
Weather Tech Dealer • Detailing • Interior/Exterior Cleaning

118 N. Commercial • Eagle Grove • 448-3944
www.lawsonauto.com

“In business since 1995”

Last week’s trivia questions:
What major world city, known for its 
spectacular fireworks display on New 

Year’s Eve, is one of the first cities to ring 
in the New Year? Answer: 

Sydney, Australia.
What Pacific Ocean island, which is an American 

territory, is the last place to celebrate on New Year’s 
Eve? Answer: American Samoa.

What U.S. city, inspired by the Times Square Ball 
Drop in New York, instead drops a giant chocolate kiss 
on New Year’s Eve? Answer: Hershey, Pennsylvania.

*****
This week’s trivia questions:

The Golden Globe Awards for movies and television 
will be held this Sunday, Jan. 11. 

What movie actress holds the record for winning 
the most Golden Globe awards?

Who holds the record for winning the most Golden 
Globe awards by a male movie actor?

Match the college football bowl game with its location 
1. Citrus Bowl A)  Atlanta, Georgia
2. Cotton Bowl B)  Dallas, Texas
3. Fiesta Bowl C)   El Paso, Texas

4. Gator Bowl D)  Glendale, Arizona
5. Liberty Bowl E)  Jacksonville, Florida
6. Orange Bowl F)   Memphis, Tennessee

7. Peach Bowl G)  Miami, Florida
8. Rose Bowl H)  New Orleans, Louisiana

9. Sugar Bowl I)   Orlando, Florida
10. Sun Bowl J)   Pasadena, California

*****
January is Get Organized Month, International 

Creativity Month, Learn to Ski and Snowboard Month, 
National Blood Donor Month, National Candy Month, 
National Egg Month, National Hobby Month, National 

Meat Month, National Mentoring Month, National 
Polka Music Month, National Skating Month, National 
Slow Cooking Month, National Soup Month, Oatmeal 

Month, Eye Care Month, and Bath Safety Month.
*****

Jan. 7 is Old Rock Day; Jan. 8 is National English 
Toffee Day, and Earth’s Rotation Day; Jan. 9 is 

National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day; Jan. 10 
is Save the Eagles Day; Jan. 11 is National Milk Day, 
and National Human Trafficking Awareness Day; Jan. 
12 is National Pharmacists Day, and National Youth 

Day; Jan. 13 is National Sticker Day, and Public Radio 
Broadcasting Day.

*****
Funny signs seen in public:

IN CASE OF FIRE: Please leave the building before 
posting it on social media.

Bread is like the sun - It rises in the yeast and sets in 
the waist.

Please neuter your pets (and any weird friends or 
relatives).

NOW ENTERING WISCONSIN - Ask yourself what 
poor decisions led to this.

If this was another country, we’d have to warn you that 
this coffee may be hot. Good thing this is Canada!

In light of recent events, hedgehogs will no longer be 
allowed in Room 146.

Unattended children will be given an energy drink and 
taught to swear.

FROG PARKING ONLY - ALL OTHERS WILL BE 
TOAD!
*****

Obituaries

Jane Lee Rink, 92, 
died Thursday, January 1, 
2026, at the Western Home 
Communi t ies-Thuesen 
Cottage in Cedar Falls. 
	 She was born December 
13, 1933, in Clarion, Iowa, 
the daughter of Kenneth 
and Hazel (Sumners) 
Tillman. Jane graduated 
from Clarion High School. 	
	 On February 7, 1954, she 
was united in marriage to 
Virgil Rink. He died March 
25, 2021. She worked as 
a teacher’s aide at Price 
Laboratory School and as 
seasonal help at Black’s 
Department Store at Black 
Hawk Village in Cedar 
Falls. Jane was active with 
the Cedar Falls AMVETS 
Post #49 Auxiliary where 
she has served as President. 
	 She is survived by: 
daughter, Joni Sadler of 
Cedar Falls; two sons, 
Steven of Aurora, Colorado 
and Tony (Sue) in Cedar 
Falls; grandchildren, 
Shawna (Ryan) Woiwod, 
Peter Sadler, Chris Sadler, 
Michael (Crystal) Rink, 
Kyle Rink, and Ryan 
Rink; great grandchildren, 
Lennon and Jett Rink, Ryker 
Woiwod, Claira Sadler, 

Jane Lee Rink
1933 - 2026

Braylin Rink, and Jason 
Rink; and sister, Kathy 
(Denny) Loux of Hiawatha. 
She was preceded in death 
by: her son, Edward Rink; 
grandson, Chad Rink; and 
brother, Jerry Tillman. 
	 Mass of Christian Burial 
was held at  10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, January 6, 2026, 
at St. Patrick Catholic 
Church, with inurnment 
in the Greenwood 
Cemetery, both in Cedar 
Falls. Family received 
friends one hour prior to 
the services at the church. 
	 Memorial contributions 
may be directed to: St. 
Patrick Catholic Church 
or Cedar Valley Hospice. 
Online condolences at www.
richardsonfuneralservice.
com.

∏

 

 

Parents:
You may save the life 

of a child.
Potentially dangerous drugs are in the hands of Iowa children…

Synthetic drugs, sometimes called fake marijuana and bath salts.

They have found their way into our communities and schools.

Talk to your children now.

Find out more at DrugFreeIowa.org
For Immediate Assistance, call the Iowa Substance Abuse 

Information Center toll-free Help Line at 866-242-4111.

JJ Partnership
@ DrugFreeIowa.org

©
Partnership @

 D
rugFreeIow

a.org
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Notices
NOTICE: Garage door 
sales, service and repairs. 
Farm, home and commercial 
garage doors and operators. 
For prompt service, phone 
Mike Sampson in Kanawha 
at 641-762-3330               

FOR RENT
FOR RENT: KANAWHA 
APTS. 2BR/1BA $450. 
1BR/1BA $375. Updated 
Property, New Appliances, 
on site Laundry. Landlord 

Pays Water and Sewer. 
CALL  AL 641-494-7965  

FOR RENT
1&2 BD Apartments in 
Goldfield.  62 and older 
or disabled/handicapped 
at any age. Income 
Based, rental assistance if 
qualified. Contact Connor 
Management & Real 
Estate, LLC 641-435-4788/
lkconnor@connormgt.com
Equal Housing Opportunity 
Provider. 

Contact: Katie Phillips
to Advertise! 641-790-1841 or
sales@wrightcountymonitor.com

Classifieds

Legal Notices ...............................Noon Friday
Classifieds............................. 1:00 a.m. Friday 
Display Ads ............................ 1:00 a.m.Friday 
Submitted News ...........................Noon Friday
Obituaries .................................... Noon Monday 

DeaDline:

Since knowing is so 
important, we joined other 

newspapers in Iowa and 
also publish our public 

notices online.

YOU DON’T KNOW...

You don’t know what

WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICES, 
YOU ARE LEFT GUESSING.

WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICES, 
YOU ARE LEFT GUESSING.

FIND IOWA NOTICES ONLINE AT
www.iowanotices.org
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SPORTS

Memorable Outing: 4-H Youth 
Celebrate Achievements with 

Ames Basketball Game

In a celebration of hard 
work and dedication, all 
4-H members who com-
pleted and submitted their 
2025 record books were 
treated to an unforgettable 
day in Ames. The event not 
only honored their achieve-
ments but also fostered 
community spirit and pride 
among the participants.

The day began with a 
delicious lunch at Hickory 
Park, generously sponsored 
by Wagner Drug. The kids 
enjoyed a hearty meal that 
set the tone for an exciting 
afternoon ahead.

Following lunch, the 
group headed to the Iowa 

State women’s basketball 
game, where they were 
thrilled to sit incredibly 
close to the action, thanks 
to the winter break sched-
ule that allowed for us to 
sit in the student sections 
normally filled with col-
lege students. Ticket spon-
sorship from the Wright 
County Endowment made 
this thrilling experience 
possible.

Kate Goudy, a supporter 
of our 4-H members, added 
an extra touch of excite-
ment by gifting each child 
red and gold beads, a pom 
pom, and a face sticker, 

letting them proudly dis-
play their Iowa State pride 
throughout the game.

The match up was nail-
biting, with the game com-
ing down to the last two 
seconds. Although the team 
ultimately fell short by just 
two points, the event was 
filled with unforgettable 
moments. Our 4-H mem-
bers had plenty of Clone-
Cones and popcorn to make 
the game even more fun!

Several parents reached 
out to the 4-H program af-
ter the game, sharing how 
much fun their youth had 
during the experience. One 

parent expressed, “Because 
of this experience, my child 
will never forget 4-H!” An-
other parent added, “Thank 
you for today, she had a 
great time.”

The day was a resound-
ing success, showcasing 
the dedication of our youth 
and the support of our local 
sponsors.

For more information 
about 4-H programs and 
upcoming events, please 
visit our website https://
www.extension.iastate.edu/
wright/join-4-h or email 
Paige Stewart at pstewart@
iatste.edu.

Karl King Band 
Preparing For Indoor 
Season:

The Karl L. King 
Municipal Band of Fort 
Dodge, IA is getting set 
to begin their 2026 indoor 
concert season.  Three 
dates have been scheduled, 
and will be Sunday, 
February 15th; Sunday, 
March 22nd; and Sunday, 
April 26th.  These concerts 
begin at 3:30 p.m., and 
are held in the Fort Dodge 
Middle School Auditorium, 
located at 800 North 32nd 
St. in Fort Dodge.  There 
is no admission charge, 
with these concerts being 
provided by the City of Fort 
Dodge.  

This nationally-known 
group can trace their 
origins back to the 1870’s, 
when military veterans 
and local citizens formed 
their first band.  Two 
competing groups existed 
for several years until 
they organized into the 
Fort Dodge Municipal 
Band around 1901.  This 
group is currently under 
the direction of Conductor 
Dan Cassady.  The band 
annually performs a series 
of at least 12 concerts each 
year locally, and has also 
been featured through the 
years at state, national, and 
international conventions.   

The February 15th 
concert will be the Band’s 
annual tribute to former 
Conductor Karl L. King.   
A special afternoon of band 
music is being planned to 
include several of King’s 
best-known and most 
popular compositions, 
including his most famous 
one, “Barnum and Bailey’s 
Favorite March”, and 
King’s dedication to his 
wife Ruth with “Lovers 
Lane”.   On the popular 
side will be a medley of 
well-known Frank Sinatra 
favorites and Hoagy 
Carmichael’s “Stardust”.  

Karl King was born 
on February 21, 1891 in 
Paintersville, Ohio.  After 
his childhood in Ohio, he 
left at the age of 19 and 
traveled for 9 years with 
several different circuses, 
playing in or conducting 
several of their bands, and 

reached the pinnacle of 
success as conductor of the 
famous Barnum and Bailey 
Circus Band during the 
1917 and 1918 seasons.  

King came to Fort 
Dodge in the fall of 1920 to 
conduct the local Municipal 
Band, a position he held for 
more than 50 years until his 
death in March of 1971.  
He published nearly 300 
compositions for Band, 
with nearly 200 of those 
being marches.  He was 
truly America’s March 
King!  He is Fort Dodge’s 
most famous citizen, with a 
highway bridge (one of only 
three in the United States 
named after a bandmaster), 
a city park which contains 
his statue, and a band shell 
all named in his honor. 

The March 22nd concert 
is the Band’s annual Irish 
Concert to celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day.  This concert 
dates back to the early 
days of the Band under 
Karl King’s direction.  
Conductor Cassady has 
planned a wide variety 
of Irish music, and will 
include an audience sing-
along of “When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling” and 
“My Wild Irish Rose”, 
led by Roger Netz, along 
with everyone’s favorite 
Irish tune, “MacNamara’s 
Band”, all arranged by 
one of the band’s previous 
conductors, Reginald R. 
Schive.  

The April 26th concert 
will be the Band’s annual 
Scholarship Concert, where 
talented high school seniors 
and college freshmen 
can audition for three 
scholarships that the Band 
annually awards.  Watch 
for more details regarding 
this concert in future issues 
of Twist and Shout.  

For additional 
information and pictures 
about Karl King or the 
Municipal Band, or for 
any weather-related 
cancellations, visit the 
band’s web site at www.
karlking.us, or the band’s 
Facebook page at https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
karlkingband/.   

Thompson Takes 4th in Osage
Taylor Smith, 
Sports Editor

After a two-week rest 
from competition, the com-
bined Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows and Eagle Grove 
girls wrestling teams fi-
nally returned to the mat 
at a gigantic tournament in 
Osage.

The ladies were missing 
a few key starters last Fri-
day, but they still compiled 
21 team points for 19th place 
overall.  Cedar Falls (251), 
Osage (229), and New 
Hampton (204.5) all placed 
in the Top-3. 

Clear Lake finished 5th 

with 111 points. 
Sophomore 110-pounder 

Marlee Thompson earned 
4th place and added another 
three pins to her résumé.  
She would win by decision 
over Addison Buseman of 
Janesville before falling to 
Clear Lake’s Saphira Olsen 
in the 2nd period of their 3rd 
place match. 

Junior Keylyee Col-
lins went 1-2 on the day 
at 125-pounds.  Freshman 
Mya Gilbert competed at 
120, and Catherine Orozco 
suited up at 100. 

Ju n ior  va r s i t y 
115-pounder Morgan Keller 

took home a bronze medal 
and had a 1st period fall 
against a Cedar Falls op-
ponent.  

Elideth Santiago went 
2-2 with two falls on Fri-
day.  The junior placed 4th 
at 120-pounds on the JV 
squad. 

Marlee Thompson holds a record of 27-7 this season. (Photo: Taylor Smith)

Middle School/High 
School Sports Calendar

Thursday, January 8
Esports vs. Dike-New Hartford, 4:00 p.m.

JV/Varsity Boys Wrestling NCC Triangular 
@ CGDHS, 6:00 p.m.

Friday, January 9
JV Boys Wrestling @ Ogden, 4:30 p.m.

JV/Varsity Boys/Girls Basketball 
@ Webster City, 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 10
Varsity Boys Wrestling @ Glen Brand Duals 

(CGDHS), 10:00 a.m.
Monday, January 12
Varsity Girls Wrestling 

@ Webster City, 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 13

JV/Varsity Boys/Girls Basketball 
@ Pocahontas, 4:00 p.m.

Get all your sports online:
www.clarionnewsonline.com

Webster City Community 
Theatre is excited to launch 
the “Over the Speed Limit 
Players.” The troupe is de-
signed for performers who 
are 55 years of age and over. 
Veteran actors and anyone 
who has ever wanted to be 
part of theatre, is welcome 
to check it out. Senior theatre 
allows players the option of 
memorizing lines and lyrics 
and a shorter rehearsal pe-
riod.

The troupe’s first venture 
is to perform the senior ver-
sion of “Fiddler on the Roof.” 
Readers Theatre on Sunday, 
January 11, will introduce 
participants to the script, 
characters, and music of this 
popular musical. Discover 
the adjustments that have 
been made to the script and 
music to reduce the play to 
about an hour run time. Curi-
ous? Join us at 3:00 pm. Op-
tional, bring a snack to share 
and your own beverage.

Music Theatre Interna-
tional (MTI) introduced 
Broadway Junior musicals 
several years ago for casts 
of kids 18 years of age and 
under. WCCT has brought 
the following junior shows 
to the stage: Newsies, Beauty 
and the Beast, Shrek, An-
nie, Mary Poppins, Honk, 

WCCT launches 
“Over the Speed Limit Players”

and Alice in Wonderland. 
The program has proven to 
be very popular at introduc-
ing children to theatre and 
Broadway shows.

Recently MTI intro-
duced the senior genre for 
older adults. Its first offer-
ings include Fiddler on the 
Roof,Guys and Dolls, Sing-
ing in the Rain, Music Man, 
and Into the Woods. There 
are more titles in develop-
ment. WCCT will introduce 
this new concept to mem-
bers of the Iowa Community 
Theatre Association when 
they host its state convention 
March 27-28. 

According to Loween 
Getter, the “Over the Speed 
Limit Players” will learn 
theatre basics, read scripts, 
perform short skits, one act 
and full plays, and radio 
plays for their own enjoy-
ment or to entertain on the 
theatre’s stage and at other 
local venues.Performances 
will range from readers the-
atre to staged readings or 
full shows. Sets, props, and 
costumes will be simplified. 
There are opportunities to 
learn about backstage and 
front-of-house duties as well 
as acting on stage.

For more information, 
text Getter at 515-297-0846.

Please kindly note that the main 
staff of The Wright County Monitor 

works remotely and does not 
operate an office in Clarion. 

For direct communication, please contact 
Newspaper Editor and Writer 

Amanda Rink by phone/text at 
515.364.2344 or by email at 

news@wrightcountymonitor.com. 

NOTICE
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Call
532-2871

to advertise!

Call Ed Lynn
to advertise!
515-999-5687

Call 
Leslie Ruby
to advertise!
641-231-2190

Call 
Nicholle Miller

to advertise!
515.293.2329

Office:
(563) 864-3333

Cell:
(563) 605-1078

Menu:
Monday, January 12, join the Dows Senior Citizens for a delicious meal at 
noon.  The cost is $10.00.  Everyone is welcome.  Carry-outs are available.                                                         
January 12 Menu: Chicken, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Corn, Salads, Dessert.

Lowell Washburn
Winds gusting in excess 

of forty miles per hour.    
Horizontal snowfall.    
Visibility limited to 100 
yards or less.    Sub zero 
temps.  Life threatening 
wind chills.  

Those were the exact 
conditions when a good old-
fashioned prairie blizzard 
roared through Iowa last 
weekend.  Arriving in the 
state early Sunday morning 
[December 28] the storm 
delivered whiteout blizzard 
conditions that continued 
through the night and into 
the late morning hours 
of December 29.  The 
storm stranded scores of 
motorists, shut down local 
roadways and closed more 
than 200 miles of I-35 
[both directions] from 
Ames through southern 
Minnesota.  

Looking through the 
glass of my cozy dining 
room window, I wondered 
how anything could 
survive out there.    It’s 
the same thing I always 
wonder whenever whiteout 
conditions grip the Iowa 
landscape.    When the 
storm finally ends, I also 
never fail to marvel at how 
backyard birds suddenly 
reemerge to resume 
business as usual.    How 
did they manage to weather 
the storm?    

For Iowa wildlife, winter 
weather is no picnic; and 
survival tactics are nearly 
as varied and interesting 
as the birds themselves.    
Their first weather-beating 
trick is simple.    In order 
to survive subzero cold, 
most birds consume all 
the food they can get their 
little beaks on.    There’s 
no calorie counting with 
this crowd.    Fat and carbs 
are a wintering bird’s 
best friends.    As long as 

Weathering the Storm
For Iowa Wildlife Winter Weather is no Picnic

chickadees, nuthatches, 
and cardinals can locate 
and combine high energy 
food sources with secure 
roosting cover, they can 
easily withstand the coldest 
temperatures.    Backyard 
feeders are never more 
beneficial to feathered 
visitors than when extreme 
weather puts daily survival 
on the line.

Birds further beat 
the cold by maintaining 
extreme, 105-degree or 
higher body temperatures.    
For large birds such as 
wild turkeys, swans or 
pheasants, maintaining 
those temperatures presents 
less of a challenge than 
it does for dinky, bundle 
of fluff birds weighing 
less than an ounce.    Most 
large birds gain an early 
advantage over future 
cold by slabbing on layers 
of fat during fall.    Once 
the winter weather gets 
tough, they can go for days 
without eating.    

But while the biggest 
birds can afford to dig in 
and wait for conditions 
to moderate, little birds 
cannot.    At the approach 
of winter storm systems, 
they kick it into overdrive.    
With comparatively 
lower fat reserves and 
extreme energy demands, 
species like chickadees, 
juncos and finches go on 
all out feeding rampage, 
swarming backyard feeders 
and voraciously consuming 
every bite they can get.

But there’s more to 
winter survival than just 
going to bed with a full 
stomach.    Secure habitat 
is an equally crucial 
component.    At day’s end, 
birds head for the warmest, 
safest cover they can find.    
Ring-necked pheasants 
sail into cattail marshes, 
cardinals and juncos 

With a ring of frost formed from heat escaping 
from its eyeballs, a black-capped chickadee fluffs its 
feathers for maximum protection from subzero winter 
temperatures

Sunflower Feeder – A red-bellied woodpecker dines on 
energy rich black oil sunflowers.  Backyard feeders are 
never more beneficial to feathered visitors than when 
extreme weather puts survival on the line.

Male Cardinal – As long as resident birds can find 
adequate food and secure cover, they can easily 
withstand the coldest winter temperatures

Rooster Pheasant – Although winter pickings may be 
slim, pheasants have found a way to beat the cold.  
Slabbing on fat during fall, wintering pheasants can 
survive for days without food. (Photos: LW)snuggle into spruce boughs, 

woodpeckers disappear 
into the dark recesses of 
excavated tree cavities.

As nighttime 
temperatures dip even 
lower, many of the smallest 
birds employ a final 
survival tactic.    Slowing 

their normally hyper 
metabolism, they go into 
a torpor; a deep, coma-
like sleep where energy 
demands decline as internal 
temperatures temporarily 
drop.  With the appearance 
of daylight, their engines 
quickly return to full 

throttle.    
There is no denying 

that winter is a stressful, 
dangerous time of attrition 
for all wildlife.    During 
years of extreme weather 
events, mortality runs high.    
But given adequate food 

sources and substantial 
cover, enough birds will 
survive to replace winter 
loses during spring nesting.      

Enjoy more wildlife 
tales online at Washburn’s 
Outdoor Journal at 
iawildlife.org/blog

 One Iowan’s quest for darker skies 
might benefit rural Iowa 

How light pollution can be tackled without turning off the lights
Cami Koons, 
Iowa Capital Dispatch 

James Bruton grew up 
in rural Texas where the 
night skies were full of con-
stellations. 

As he moved to larger 
cities, before ultimately set-
tling in Des Moines, eve-
ning star gazing faded away 
for Bruton and could only 
be found with intentional 
trips away from the light-
polluted metropolitans. 

Bruton hopes rural Iowa 
can keep that sense of wil-
derness, lower its electricity 
costs, help out local wild-
life and even benefit from 
the growing astrotourism 
market, by enacting “dark 
sky” ordinances that limit 
light pollution. 

While the effort in 
Iowa is just getting off the 
ground, across the globe, 
nearly 200,000 square kilo-
meters, or more than 77,000 
square miles, are recog-
nized as dark sky places by 
the international, volunteer 
organization, Dark Sky In-
ternational. 

The open spaces of the 
west and national parks are 
the spots most people think 
of for prime stargazing, but 
Bruton said Iowa can devel-
op its own dark sky areas 

and give people that same 
sense of wonder, but with-
out a 10-hour drive. 

“Most of our days are 
spent looking at screens 
… being able to step away 
from that and truly just 
take in something as mag-
nificent as a clear, dark 
night sky and everything 
that it beholds, it just cre-
ates (a) perspective that we 
don’t get when we live in so 
much light pollution,” Bru-
ton said. 

Dark sky doesn’t mean 
lack of visibility 

“It’s not about turning 
off the lights,” Bruton said. 
“It’s just about using light 
wisely so that communities 
can thrive.” 

A 2023 published study, 
analyzing citizen science 
observations, found that on 
average the night sky got 
brighter by 9.6% annually, 
from 2011 to 2022. 

According to the Na-
tional Park Service the 
light pollution increase 
“exceed(s) the population 
growth rate” and has been 
caused by more light emit-
ted per capita and more 
“uplight” or light that is di-
rected or reflected upwards, 
emitted from fixtures. 

Dark Sky International 

recommends communities 
be more intentional with 
their outdoor lighting, in 
terms of brightness, direc-
tion, purpose and warmth. 

The organization has 
five principles for “respon-
sible” lighting, which Bru-
ton said would inform dark 
sky ordinances in a com-
munity. 

Dark Sky calls for lights 
that have a “clear purpose” 
and are only used when 
needed. 

It says light should also 
be “targeted” so that it 
doesn’t spill beyond where 
it is needed. Targeted lights 
could be something like 
street or parking lot lights 
that have a cover over the 
top to direct light down on 
the street and not up into 
the sky. 

The third principle is 
that lights should be “no 
brighter than necessary” 
with the idea that when 
something is excessively lit, 
it causes glare on surround-
ing surfaces and can be less 
effective than a dimmer 
light. 

An ordinance could 
specify, for example, that 
outdoor light fixtures not 
exceed 25% of guidelines 
set by the Illuminating En-

gineering Society, a techni-
cal and educational author-
ity on lighting.

The fourth principle 
asks for controlled lights, 
those on a motion censor, 
timer or dimmer so that 
light is only used when it’s 
needed.  

These principles help 
to reduce energy costs by 
eliminating unnecessary 
lights.

The final principle calls 
for warm colored lights – 
below 3000 Kelvin –  be-
cause they are less disrup-
tive to wildlife and don’t 
travel as far into the sky, 
according to Dark Sky In-
ternational. 

A city could add an or-
dinance with guidelines on 
where cool colored lights 
are allowed, like in a pub-
lic safety setting or a sports 
arena, to adhere to this 
principle. 

“An ordinance – it’s 
about protecting what we 
have,” Bruton said.

He said dark sky ordi-
nances shouldn’t be pro-
hibitive to new businesses 
or economic development 
and can actually make a 
community appear “more 
forward thinking.” 

Potential benefits of 
dark sky initiatives

Rural areas have fewer 
lights to manage, but they 
aren’t the only targets for 
dark sky initiatives. In fact, 
Flagstaff, Arizona, was the 
first city recognized as an 
“International Dark Sky 
Place” by the organization. 
In the past two decades, 
other urban areas like 

Breckenridge, Colorado, 
Moab, Utah and several 
suburbs of Chicago have 
earned dark sky designa-
tions of their own.

Recently, Thousand 
Hills State Park in Kirks-
ville, Missouri, was named 
an Urban Night Sky Place, 
one of just 12 in the world.

Listen for more about 
Thousand Hills’ journey to 
dark skies:

Bruton believes a dark 
sky designation could be 
a “boon” for rural Iowa 
towns. 

Modeling in a 2019 
published study found that 
dark skies would generate 
additional $5.8 billion from 
non-local tourists that vis-
ited the Colorado plateau 
over a 10 year span. 

“We’re not Colorado, we 
don’t have the landscape, 
that they may have … but 
it’s still really beautiful 
here in Iowa,” Bruton said. 
“There aren’t (many) pro-
tected dark night skies in 
the Midwest, and I believe 
that we have the potential 
here in Iowa to help pre-
serve our dark skies.” 

Astrotourism, or the 
cross of astronomy and 
tourism, relies on dark sky 
places. Bruton said this 
could make a small rural 
town a destination during 
an astrological event like 
an aurora borealis, meteor 
shower or eclipse. 

It is estimated that mil-
lions of people traveled 
to the path of totality in 
2024 to view the total so-
lar eclipse, AirBnb’s in the 
path were booked solid and 

an entire festivals cropped 
up for the astronomical 
event. While the eclipse 
was historic, Bruton said it 
seems like astrotourism is 
growing. 

Beyond a potential cam-
era and telescope-wielding 
tourist market, Bruton said 
a dark sky can help to pro-
tect the “rural heritage” of 
a community and sense of 
community pride.

While some states and 
communities create their 
own Dark Sky nonprofits 
to advocate for reducing 
light pollution, Bruton said 
he hopes to partner with an 
existing wildlife or conser-
vation nonprofit that is in-
terested in the cause. 

“There’s no downside, 
there’s truly just a lack of 
awareness right now,” Bru-
ton said. “I think that as 
people become more aware 
of this and recognize how 
easy it is and how simple 
it can be, that we can get 
people on board.” 

Learn more about Bru-
ton’s initiative at the Dark 
Sky Iowa page on Face-
book.

Read more from Cami 
Koons online  at  IowaCap-
italDispatch.com ©Copy-
right 2025, Iowa Capital Dis-
patch. Published under a Cre-
ative  Commons  license,  
CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. Read more at io-
wacapitaldispatch.com

North Iowa Real Estate, LLC

Rod Brooks, Broker/Owner 515-851-0918 
Bob Powers, Owner/Salesperson 515-851-0938 
Kevin Reed, Salesperson 515-851 -1586 
Jordan Marker, Salesperson 515-293-0296

We are the key to 
your new home!

515-532-3917
218 1st St. S.W., Ste. B,
Clarion, Iowa 50525
Information@NorthIARE.com

We are excited to be working with 
Stalcup AgService to provide additional 
services to our farming communities.

Call to Schedule a consultation on:
• Farm Appraisals • Farm Real Estate

• Farm Management
www.stalcupag.com

Rod Brooks, Broker/Owner
515-851-0918
Bob Powers, Owner/Salesperson
515-851-0938
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