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County Democrats Gather for Caucus

Red knitted hats worn by a few at the Wright County 
Democratic Caucus offered warmth on the February 
winter night, but also symbolized resistance to Federal 
Immigration Enforcement in neighboring Minnesota. 
The use of knitted red hats is a tradition that dates 
back to WW2, when Norwegians protested against the 
Nazi invasion. (Photo: Amanda Rink) 

Amanda Rink, 
Editor

February 2, 2026 - In-
side the Clarion library, 
Wright County Demo-
crats gathered for their 
2026 county caucus with 
the intention of laying the 
groundwork for elections 
still months away.   

The Wright County 
Democratic Caucus, held 
without the popularity of a 
presidential election year, 
centered on organization, 
planning, and party-build-
ing. “This is about laying 
the groundwork for months 
ahead,” said caucus secre-
tary Nancy Duitscher. 

Under Iowa law, if no 
candidate earns at least 
35% of the vote in the June 
primary, the race advanc-
es to a party convention, 
where delegates select the 
nominee. Those delegates, 
along with party leadership 
and alternates, are chosen 
during county caucuses. 

Along with conducting 
party business, the caucus 
offered a forum for lo-
cal voices and emerging 
candidates. Letters from 
Democratic leaders, includ-
ing Iowa Democratic Party 
Chair Rita Hart, were read 
aloud, but the most per-
sonal moments came from 
those in attendance.

Gary Berkland of Bel-
mond received applause af-
ter speaking about his sup-

port for State Senator Zach 
Wahls, a candidate for U.S. 
Senate. Berkland, who said 
he recently “came out of 
the closet” as a Democrat 
and changed his party reg-
istration after decades as 
a Republican, spoke about 
Wahls’s ethics, his want of 
generational change, and 
public accountability.

He shared Wahls’ posi-
tions on term limits, cam-
paign finance reform, pro-
tections for Social Security 
and Medicare, reproduc-
tive rights, public educa-
tion, and expanded health 
care access. “It’s time for 
somebody much younger 
to be serving the people of 
Iowa,” Berkland said, call-
ing Wahls a leader with 
“refreshing ideas and op-
portunities.”

Attention then turned to 
the Democratic primary 
for Iowa’s Congressional 
District, where several can-
didates are running for the 
nomination.

A letter from Ashley 
Wolf-Tolbane, a Storm 
Lake mother running for 
U.S. House, emphasized 
universal health care, gen-
erational leadership, and 
returning power to every-
day Iowans. Wolf-Tolbane 
entered the race after Ryan 
Melton suspended his cam-
paign and endorsed her.

Al Mattison of Belmond 
read a letter from Dave 

Dawson, a former state leg-
islator, longtime prosecu-
tor, and Cherokee County 
native. In the letter, Dawson 
highlighted his upbring-
ing in a family agricul-

tural business, nearly two 
decades in the Woodbury 
County Attorney’s Office, 
and a bipartisan legislative 
record in the Iowa House. 

City Council Discusses Water Plant, 
Grants, and Nuisance Properties

Amanda Rink, 
Editor

February 3, 2026 - 
The Clarion City Council 
met last week with Mayor 
Heiden’s leading, moving 
through regular business 
before addressing a few is-
sues that brought discus-
sion, most notably the city’s 
new water treatment plant, 
regional trail planning, and 
ongoing concerns about 
nuisance properties.

Council first heard from 
Wright County Economic 
Director Aaron Bugweg, 

who shared of the desper-
ate need for MIDAS tran-
sit drivers in the region. 
Wright County currently 
has no available drivers. 
Bugweg noted the company 
will cover the cost for new 
hires to get their commer-
cial driver’s licenses.

Nick Fredricksen of 
ISG, who is responsible for 
the Clarion Water Treat-
ment Project, described 
ongoing testing challenges 
caused by cold weather and 
the complexity of dialing in 
water quality. The plant is 

currently operating mostly 
off Well 4, with additional 
testing planned for Well 3 
due to differences between 
the two once the water tow-
er is full.

“We need some re-
ally solid progress to meet 
deadlines and close out in 
about two weeks,” Fred-
ricksen said, explaining 
that freezing temperatures 
have limited testing runs to 
only a few cycles per day. 

Engineers continue to 
batch, test, dump, and re-
batch water while address-

ing programming issues, 
valve timing problems, and 
a recently discovered loose 
wire that affected back 
washing operations.

Public Works Direc-
tor Jon DeVries shared, 
“The taste test will be the 
final,” he said. Residents 
may notice changes in wa-
ter quality and taste as up-
dated water moves through 
the system. Some residents 
closer to the source might 
notice the change first. 

The Council then ap-

continued on page 2

Wright County Supervisor Dean Kluss mans the 
sign-in table for Clarion precinct caucus-goers at the 
Wright County Republican Caucus on Monday, Feb-
ruary 2. Held at Clarion-Goldfield-Dows High School, 
more than 75 Republicans attended the straw poll and 
began the political process for 2026. Among other rac-
es, voters straw-polled Brad Sherman for Iowa’s next 
governor and Jim Carlin to replace Joni Ernst as U.S. 
senator representing Iowa. (Photo: Karen Weld)

County Republicans straw poll for 
Brad Sherman as Iowa governor and 

Jim Carlin for U.S. senator
Karen Weld, 
Monitor Contributing 
Writer

On a relatively calm 
winter night Monday, 
February 2, more than 75 
Wright County Republi-
cans attended their caucus 
at the Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows High School gym. 
Steve Nichols, who recently 
took the reins of the county 
party following the un-
timely death of Brian Frye, 
chaired the event.

More than a dozen fed-
eral, state, and county of-
fices were discussed during 
the meeting. Most federal 
and state office-seekers 
were not in attendance, 
as they were caucusing in 
their own voting areas. In-
stead, candidates were rep-
resented by supporters or 
by written statements that 
were read to the group.

Five candidates ap-
peared on the Republican 
ballot for Iowa’s next gover-
nor. Brad Sherman received 
the most votes in the straw 
poll. Sherman was cited for 
his legal, moral, and ethical 
stances. His background in-
cludes years as a blue-collar 
worker, real estate develop-
er, pastor, grassroots politi-
cal organizer, and service 

in the Iowa Legislature. He 
believes his wide range of 
experience shapes his ap-
proach to governing.

Jim Carlin narrowly 
defeated Ashley Hinson in 
the straw poll to replace 
U.S. Senator Joni Ernst. 
Carlin, a veteran and attor-
ney, is running to represent 
Iowa values and curb reck-
less spending. He said he 
wants to restore economic 
freedom and represent all 
Iowans.

Three candidates are 
seeking Iowa’s 4th Congres-
sional District seat cur-
rently held by Randy Feen-
stra: Christian Schlaefer, 
Ryan Rhodes, and Chris 
McGowan. McGowan re-
ceived the most local straw-
poll votes. A veteran and 
businessman, McGowan 
supports secure borders, 
stopping illegal immigra-
tion, and supporting Iowa 
farmers and agriculture.

Chris Cournoyer and 
Abigail Maas are vying for 
the Republican nomination 
for Iowa Auditor, replac-
ing Rob Sand. Cournoyer 
narrowly defeated Maas in 
the local straw poll. Courn-
oyer currently serves as 
Iowa’s lieutenant governor 

continued on page 2

continued on page 2

County sets 
date for 

Property Tax 
Levy Hearing

Amanda Rink, 
Editor 

February 9, 2026 - The Wright County Board 
of Supervisors met on Monday, recognizing long-
time service, setting a date for the county’s proposed 
property tax levy hearing, and receiving updates on 
county roads and emergency management planning.

To kick the meeting off, supervisors recognized 
Peter Smith for 10 years of service to Wright County, 
thanking him for his work and commitment to the 
county. 

The board then set March 30, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. 
as the date for the public hearing on the county’s 
proposed property tax levy. The hearing is required 
by law and must be listed as a separate agenda item 
when published for residents.

The board also received the monthly revenue re-
port from the Wright County Sheriff’s Office, which 
included $2,561.90 in county car service fees and 
mileage, $1,340 from new and renewed weapons per-
mits, and $60 in copy fees.

County Engineer Adam Clemons provided a sec-
ondary roads update, reporting that crews are focused 
on shop repairs and other routine maintenance. 

Clemons said road crews have been using grader 
blades to smooth potholes and “corrugations,” es-
pecially on the roads affected by freeze-and-thaw 
cycles. Crews have also been addressing icy spots as 
changing temperatures create slick conditions.

During meeting updates, supervisors discussed a 
recent emergency management meeting, where on-
going conversations centered on long-term building 
needs. 

Supervisor Betty Ellis shared that the City of 
Clarion is exploring the construction of a new fire 
station and may consider a shared facility that could 
include emergency management offices and an emer-
gency operations center. As previously reported by 
The Wright County Monitor, the city has $2 million 
earmarked for a new fire station. Further planning is 
dependent on fundraising and partnerships. 

It was also shared that the county is currently fully 
funding emergency management, with no city contri-
butions. Additional budget considerations include po-
tential building costs, storage needs, and equipment 
funding.

Conversations will continue as budget planning 
moves forward.

In other business, the board: 
- Approved a liquor license for the Clarmond 

Country Club
The Wright County Board of Supervisors will 

meet again on February 16 at 9:00 a.m. This meeting, 
and past meetings, can be viewed online at youtube.
com/@WrightCountyIowaOfficial8312. 

Ryland Morgan won two major decisions at state 
duals. (Photo: Addison McMurray)

The Cowboys celebrate with Adrian 
Phetxoumphone after his win over third-ranked 
Slater Thomas. (Photo: Addison McMurray)

Cowboys Bring 
Home Hardware 

From State 
Duals
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Happy 65th Anniversary

Help celebrate Gary
and Sharon Fisher's

Wedding Anniversary
on Feb 11th

by sending a card to
3152 230th St. 
Thor, IA 50591

Children, 
Jim Fisher and Annette Watts
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JUST LISTED! 
 

1816 O’Brien Ave 
Clarion 

 

Call for your appt to view! 

Perfect for full-time living or a luxury getaway, this 
exceptional Lakefront property offers 2,208 sq ft 
(each level)! With 4-5 spacious bedrooms and 3.5 
bathrooms, there is room for everyone to relax in 
comfort!  Expansive Lakeside Deck PLUS covered 
patio area to soak in the breathtaking views. Four 
garage spaces PLUS  boat storage. Plenty of space 
for cars, watercraft & gear! MUST SEE this Property! 

Car and lake-toy enthusiasts will love the 
two-car attached garage plus an 
additional two-car detached garage with 
dedicated boat storage—plenty of space 
for vehicles, watercraft, and gear. This 
home blends space, functionality, and 
unbeatable lakefront living into one 
incredible property. 

home has open floor plan,   

 

He said he is running to 
represent the people rather 
than party leadership or 
corporate interests.

Kyle Kruse, also running 
for the U.S. House, was in-
troduced as a rural Hardy 
native raised on a small 
family farm. Kruse at-
tended community college 
in the construction trades, 
traveled the state through 
his work, and founded his 
own business in 1999. Now 
semi-retired, he operates a 
custom furniture and wood-
working business while liv-
ing on a small farm outside 
Humboldt.

Beyond candidate intro-
ductions, organizers em-
phasized partnership across 
county lines and recent 
county business. 

Upcoming party gath-
erings were mentioned: 
the county convention on 
March 21, the district con-
vention on May 2, and the 
state convention on June 13. 

When asked what issues 
mattered most to them per-
sonally, attendees pointed 
to challenges felt close to 
home. “I think all students 
should have access to quali-
ty education,” said Mikayla 
Walker of Clarion. “I don’t 
think it’s fair that the mon-
ey is leaving our district.” 

Stephanie Olmstead of 
Eagle Grove said she hopes 
to see broader participation 
across age groups. “I wish 
more young people would 
show up to events like this,” 
she said, adding that she 
would also like to see more 

Democrats Caucus continued from page 1

Gary Berkland of Belmond received applause after speaking about his support for 
State Senator Zach Wahls, a candidate for U.S. Senate. Berkland, who said he re-
cently “came out of the closet” as a Democrat and changed his party registration 
after decades as a Republican, spoke about Wahls’s ethics, his want of generational 
change, and public accountability. (Photo: Amanda Rink) 

middle ground in future 
elections.

Beyond electing delegates 
and updating Democrats of 
county business, a key point 
of the caucus was sharing 
formal statements, called 
resolutions. The resolutions 
help guide priorities and 
policy discussions at higher 
levels. 

Resolution for the Demo-
cratic platform introduced 
in Wright County was to 
raise the minimum wage 
to a living wage, remove 

swipe and card processing 
fees that small businesses 
say are cutting into profits, 
reinstate Roe v. Wade pro-
tections, fully fund public 
schools, establish a single-
payer health care system, 
and adopt federal legisla-
tion to fully fund Social Se-
curity and Medicare.

Additional resolutions 
addressed developing a 
Democratic response to 
“Project 2025” in the form 
of a “Blueprint 2029,” im-
proving water quality amid 

rising cancer rates in Iowa, 
and banning automatic and 
semi-automatic weapons 
for anyone outside the mili-
tary or law enforcement.

While off-year caucuses 
may lack the participation 
of presidential contests, at-
tendees are aware that the 
impact can be lasting. The 
resolutions adopted, dele-
gates selected, and conver-
sations ultimately choose 
the ideas that will stay vi-
able as Iowa’s 2026 races 
begin to take shape.

previously served as an 
Iowa state senator. She is a 
technology leader and has 
described herself as a tax-
payer watchdog. She said, 
“I want to serve all Iowans, 
not as a political activist 
serving only one party.”

Several Iowa state lead-
ers and county officials 
will also appear on this 
year’s ballot, with most un-
opposed on the Republican 
side. Wright County Su-
pervisors Betty Ellis, Dis-
trict 5, and Rick Rasmus-
sen, District 1, are up for 
re-election. Both received 
two-year terms following 
the transition from three to 
five supervisors to stagger 
term lengths. Ellis is run-
ning unopposed, while Ras-
mussen is being challenged 
by Greg Schipull. Both re-
side in Goldfield.

State Representative 
Mark Thompson of Wright 
County attended the caucus 
and is running for re-elec-
tion. “One of my highest 
priorities is human traffick-
ing—nationally, but also 
in Iowa,” Thompson said. 
“Iowa is a place where I 
can actually make a dif-
ference.” He emphasized 
equal justice under the law 
and encouraged civic par-
ticipation, saying, “No one 
should complain about the 
government we have if we 
are not involved.”

The primary election is 
set for Tuesday, June 2.

Republicans Straw Poll
 continued from page 1

Steve Nichols (right) chaired the Wright County Republican Caucus on Monday 
evening, February 2. More than 75 attendees broke into a half-dozen precinct groups 
of about a dozen people each to make their voices heard. Pictured are Republican 
voters from Goldfield. Two current Wright County Supervisors will be on the ballot 
in 2026: Betty Ellis, District 5, and Rick Rasmussen, District 1. Ellis is unopposed in 
the primary. Rasmussen is being challenged by Greg Schipull. The primary election 
is set for Tuesday, June 2. Both Rasmussen and Schipull reside in Goldfield. (Photo: 
Karen Weld) 
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proved a resolution in support of the trail project, al-
lowing ISG to submit a BOOST grant application 
through Empower Rural Iowa at no cost to the city. The 
$10,000 grant would fund planning for the trail project. 
The grant requires a local match of $5,000, which will 
be split with the City of Clarion and the Wright County 
Trails Committee.

Council members were told that involving multiple 
partners improves the application’s competitiveness 
and that the planning work would better position Clari-
on for future state and federal trail funding.

The council also approved to to terminate an Iowa 
Economic Development Authority grant tied to the 
apartments above the Clarion Fitness Center. 

Clint Middleton explained that the developer could 
not move on with the portion of the project. Funds 
previously awarded have already been returned, and 
administrative costs will be paid following the resolu-
tion’s passage. The council then moved on to reports, 
where council members took time to voice frustrations. 

Mike Ennis first shared his annoyance over long-
standing properties that remain in poor condition de-
spite years of nuisance enforcement efforts. Several 
council members said Clarion residents are increasing-
ly vocal, questioning why certain nuisance properties 
appear unchanged while others are cited.

City officials reported that roughly 50 citations were 
recently issued, but noted that progress is often slow, 
especially during winter months or other busy times 
like Fall Harvest. Council members pushed for month-
ly updates, stronger accountability, and more regular 
reporting on enforcement actions so they can better re-
spond to community concerns.

Council gave direction for staff to move forward 
with stronger nuisance enforcement, while Middleton 
reminded council that they are not to discuss specific 
nuisance properties with community members. 

The meeting ended with a brief mention of two re-
cent water main breaks from DeVries. The council then 
went into a break and moved on to budget talks. 

The Clarion City Council will meet again on Tues-
day, February 17, at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 

City Council
continued from page 1

Wright County 
Economic 

Development Director 
Awarded State 
Scholarship for 

Advanced Training
Wright County Economic Development (WCED) 

is pleased to announce that Director Aaron J. Budweg 
has been awarded a professional development scholar-
ship from the Professional Developers of Iowa (PDI). 
The $500 award will support his attendance at the 2026 
Heartland Economic Development Course, the premier 
regional training program for economic development 
professionals.

The scholarship, which is awarded to a select group 
of applicants across the state based on professional 
merit and commitment to community growth, reflects 
WCED’s ongoing efforts to bring best-in-class strate-
gies back to Wright County. The Heartland course, held 
in mid-April, is an intensive “bootcamp” that focuses 
on critical pillars of local success, including business 
retention and expansion, workforce talent development, 
site selection, and economic development finance.

“Staying competitive in today’s market requires spe-
cialized training and regional connections,” said Bud-
weg. “This scholarship is an opportunity to strengthen 
our county’s capacity while being fiscally responsible 
with our local resources. By pursuing external funding 
for this training, we are ensuring that Wright County 
remains at the table with regional partners and site se-
lectors without adding a burden to the county budget.”

The award comes at a time of significant momen-
tum for the region. Following the recent announcement 
that the Wright County Charitable Foundation (WCCF) 
Endowment Fund has surpassed the $1,000,000 mile-
stone, this investment in professional leadership further 
signals a new chapter of growth for the area.

“Our goal is to ensure every community in Wright 
County—from our larger cities to our smaller rural 
towns—has access to the most effective economic tools 
available,” Budweg added. “The strategies learned 
through the Professional Developers of Iowa will be di-
rectly applied to our 2026 initiatives in housing, grant 
readiness, and business support.”
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reading

the lines
with Amanda Rink

Letter to the Editor
The Wright County Re-

publicans Caucus last Mon-
day night was a success.  I 
am told that we had almost 
as many attendees as Polk 
County.  We have several 
good candidates and the 
very smart people in the 
gym will continue research 
to choose the best one.  

  I have to thank Dawn, 
Jim, and Dennis at C-G-D 
for preparing our caucus 
site.  I also have to thank 

The Monitor, The Eagle, 
and The Independent for 
informing our county.  
And most importantly, I 
thank the 70 Republicans 
who made Iowa and the 
USA their priority Monday 
night.  Up next is the Pri-
mary on June 2nd.  Who we 
select then will likely be the 
office holder after the No-
vember election. 
Steve Nichols, 
Goldfield, Iowa

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
	 You have the cosmic 
green light to start that 
major project you’ve been 
planning or to take a leap 
in your career, Aries. Trust 
your intuition —it’s sharper 
than ever.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 
21
	 Abundance is knocking, 
Taurus. Your hard work is 
translating into tangible re-
wards, and you may receive 
unexpected good news 
regarding finances or re-
sources. 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
	 Your mind is sparkling, 
Gemini, making you the 
most magnetic person in 
the room. Use this vibrant 
energy to connect, share 
ideas and lead discussions.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 
	 Cancer, a feeling of 
emotional security empow-
ers you to tackle any pro-
fessional challenge with 
grace and confidence. You 
are totally centered right 
now, so go for it.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
	 Leo, you are radiating 
charisma this week and at-
tracting positive attention 
wherever you go. Use this 
incredible visibility to net-
work or showcase your tal-
ents. 
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
	 You’ll find great satis-
faction in clean, organized 
work that earns sincere 
praise this week, Virgo. 
Your dedication is about to 
unlock a significant reward. 
Surprises are in store.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
	 Relationships are the 
key to your happiness 
this week, Libra. Expect 
delightful interactions, 

smooth negotiations and 
the forging of beneficial al-
liances.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 
22
	 This week is all about 
your own transformation, 
Scorpio. You feel a surge 
of internal power and clar-
ity that allows you to con-
fidently pursue deep, per-
sonal goals.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/
Dec 21
	 Your sense of optimism 
and love for exploration is 
fully charged, Sagittarius. 
Even if you can’t take a trip, 
your mind is open to excit-
ing new philosophies or 
ideas. 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/
Jan 20
	 Your professional repu-
tation is soaring, Capricorn. 
Key figures at your job are 
recognizing your dedica-
tion and leadership. Expect 
exciting opportunities for 
advancement.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 
18
	 Your network is buzzing 
with opportunities, Aquari-
us. Collaborative efforts are 
highly favored, and you’ll 
find incredible support for 
your most innovative ideas.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
	 Pisces, your intuition is 
a superpower that guides 
you toward fulfillment and 
emotional satisfaction this 
week. Embrace your artistic 
side and allow your imagi-
nation to lead the way.
FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
FEBRUARY 15
Ross Duffer, Producer (42)
FEBRUARY 16
Elizabeth Olsen, Actress 
(37)

OPINION -- 
The Free Market of Iowa High 
School Sports

Quinn Douglas, 
KQWC Radio - 
Sports Director 

It’s a taboo topic to talk 
about publicly in the realm 
of high school sports – re-
cruiting.

Does it happen? Does 
it not happen? How do the 
rules get skirted around? Is 
there money involved?

These are questions that 
are getting asked more 
and more as we enter an 
era of high school sports 
in Iowa where it has never 
been easier to move schools 
without penalty, regard-
less if it’s public to private, 
private to public, private 
to private, and now public 
to public. Many transfers 
in Iowa have received im-
mediate eligibility to play 
varsity sports thanks to an 
option where administra-
tors at the departing school 
district and the receiving 
school district can sign off 
on a waiver allowing the 
student-athlete to be imme-
diately eligible. This has led 
to a psuedo-free market of 
high sports across Iowa.

And how’s the reaction 
to this new freedom of 
movement from parents and 
supporters?

Poor. Really, really poor.
Throughout the last cou-

ple of wrestling seasons, I 
have had to deal with the 
fallout from said support-
ers when covering Clarion-
Goldfield-Dows wrestling, 
as the program has received 
an influx of talent that had 
settled in Clarion to com-
pete for the Cowboys, while 
also continuing training 
at Team Valley Wrestling 
Club. The comments on 
our stations Facebook page 
whenever we provide cov-
erage on the program from 
surrounding communities 
have been snarky, demean-
ing and simply embarrass-
ing. It’s led me to a couple 
of talking points/realiza-
tions:

1. This isn’t a new issue 
in High School Wrestling 
in Iowa

Athlete movement and 
wrestling in the state of 
Iowa have been synony-
mous with one another for 
over 2 decades now. Current 
Iowa Hawkeye 141-pounder 
Kale Peterson moved from 
West Fork High School in 
Sheffield to Greene County 
High School in Jefferson in 
2021 thanks to his connec-
tion to the Sebolt Wrestling 
Club. Jacob and Evan Frost 
hail from Louisiana, but 
moved to the Des Moines 
metro before their senior 
seasons and competed for 
Dowling Catholic, and now 
compete at 149 pounds and 
133 pounds for Iowa State. 
Iowa State freshman 125 
pounder Christian Castillo 
wrestled for Ames High in 
2024-25 after moving in 
from Arizona, with Cas-
tillo winning the 3A 126 
title en route to a 43-0 sea-
son. Current Iowa Hawkeye 
197-pounder Brody Samp-
son wrestled his freshman 
and sophomore year for 
hometown Collins-Max-
well, before transferring 
to Ballard High School in 
nearby Huxley, placing 3rd 
and runner-up his junior 
and senior seasons.

There’s also plenty of 
current wrestlers in high 
school wrestling who have 
switched high schools in 
their careers: Urijah Court-
er placed 3rd at 106 as a 
freshman at Nevada before 
winning a state title at West 

Marshall in 2025 and is 
currently unbeaten in 2026, 
is perhaps the best current 
example.

Along with conversa-
tions I’ve had with people 
who have been around the 
sport far longer than I have, 
the great programs in Iowa 
High School Wrestling 
have cherry-picked wres-
tlers from lesser programs 
in the surrounding area for 
a long time.

2. Open-Enrollment has 
never been more encour-
aged

This is a topic that is 
more politically-driven 
with the State of Iowa’s 
new voucher system. Now 
that individual students are 
funded as opposed to the 
school itself, this has led 
to an arms-race to try to 
grow enrollment in schools 
as to try and avoid losing 
enrollment, and in turn, 
lose money in the school’s 
yearly budgets.

Never before did I think 
I would see school districts 
across the state openly pine 
on social media for parents 
outside of their school dis-
trict to consider open-en-
rolling their kids into their 
district. It’s also not region-
specific, it’s anywhere from 
the Des Moines metro, to 
the CRANDIC corridor, 
the Cedar Valley, to the 
Loess Hills, Sioux City 
metro and the Iowa Great 
Lakes. Everyone is pining 
for growth and that makes 
it even easier for athletes 
to enroll in a school with 
a more established athletic 
culture.

3. There are some very 
bitter people out there

This might be the big-
gest takeaway for me. As 
I stated at the start of this 
column, the comments 
on Facebook and X about 
“buying wins” and “buy-
ing championships” are im-
mature and embarrassing, 
especially considering the 
comments are coming from 
grown adults who under-
stand the consequences of 
actions. It’s an attempt to 
diminish what so many of 
these student-athletes have 
worked countless hours, 
days and months to achieve, 
only to be marginalized by 
someone behind a keyboard 
who’s still bitter he couldn’t 
beat the guy from Clarion 

at the conference tourna-
ment in 1978.

I can’t speak to what all 
fully goes into the decision 
for many of these families 
and the athletes decision to 
move to Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows wrestling, but here’s 
what I can tell you.

They’re doing this to 
give their kids a chance at 
a better future, whether it’s 
continuing their wrestling 
careers, athletic careers in 
general, OR taking the les-
sons they learn on the mat 
and applying them to the 
future. These parents did 
NOT do it for the money 
(that’s if there even is any, 
and I’ve yet to see evidence 
that there is), they did it for 
their kids.

What’s so evil about 
that?

I used to be the kid that 
hated any kind of school – 
public or private – that took 
advantage of getting kids 
to come in from a differ-
ent district to compete in 
athletics. But then, I met 
parents who were in that 
situation…and I got it. I 
understood it. There’s noth-
ing malicious or arrogant 
involved for many of them, 
they want what’s best for 
their kids.

Maybe I’m naive enough 
to believe this will reach 
the audience I want this 
to reach, but if it does, I 
have just a simple message 
for you: Think before you 
comment.

You don’t know what 
goes into the decision these 
families made to send their 
kids to a different school 
and play for a program 
they feel their kids would 
be more successful in. So 
before you go and try to 
diminish the accomplish-
ments of an all-around 
good group of kids, use 
your brain and common 
sense before firing off that 
Facebook post, X post or 
Instagram comment from 
your burner account.

Hey, at least I was nice 
enough to consider that 
some of these people have 
a brain and/or common 
sense.

©Copyright 2026, Quinn 
Douglas, KQWC Radio. 
Published with permission 
from Quinn Douglas. Read 
more at kqradio.com. 
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The Secret Society of Cheerleaders
Amanda Rink, 
Editor

“Do good by stealth, and 
blush to find it fame.” - Al-
exander Pope

Last week, I attended 
the Iowa Newspaper As-
sociation Convention and 
Awards Ceremony. It’s a 
yearly event where newspa-
pers from across the state 
come together for a day of 
continuing education, net-
working, entirely too much 
food, and the grand finale 
of the night: the awards 
ceremony.

This was my second time 
attending, but the first time 
I was able to sit in on all of 
the informational sessions. 
I came home with a lot of 
ideas I’m excited to put to 
use at The Monitor.

I was also honored to 
take home a second-place 
award for Best Continuing 
Coverage for my reporting 
on the search for hydro-
gen in Wright County. The 

judges described the cover-
age as “thorough,” which, 
coming from people who 
read a lot of newspapers, 
felt like a pretty solid com-
pliment.

But the award I’m most 
excited to share is that this 
column, the one you’re 
reading right now, received 
first place in the Master 
Columnist category.

I was allowed to submit 
three columns as examples 
of my work, and I narrowed 
it down to “It Takes a Vil-
lage to Find a Dog,” “Baby 
Carriers and Tractors,” and 
“The Journalist Behind the 
Headlines.” The judge not-
ed that my topics are wide-
ranging and that I use hu-
mor to soften tough issues. 
I’m choosing to believe that 
my natural self-deprecating 
humor and slightly corny 
jokes worked in my favor.

While recognition from 
industry professionals is al-
ways encouraging, the mo-
ment that felt the most re-
warding to me didn’t come 
from a judge’s comment. 
It came from a Facebook 
comment from one of our 
readers: “As a long-time 
former Clarion resident, 
I continue to learn more 
about my cherished home-
town and its residents be-
cause of your excellent cov-
erage.”

The former publisher of 
The Wright County Moni-
tor also shared, “A wonder-
ful reward for long hours 
and amazing work.” And 
while awards are nice, tru-
ly, hearing from readers is 
what matters most. You’re 
who I write for, after all.

One of the things I love 
most about living and work-
ing in small-town Iowa is 
the sense of community 
and connection. It shows 
up in good moments, like 
winning awards or telling 
meaningful stories. And it 
shows up just as strongly in 
the hard ones.

You really learn who 
your cheerleaders are when 
life gets heavy. That’s 
something my family and 

I were reminded of recent-
ly. People came out of the 
woodwork with advice, of-
fers to help, or simply the 
gift of their presence. Many 
of them were people we ca-
sually chatted with around 
town, at school events, the 
grocery store, or in passing 
conversations on the side-
walk.

We admired them, of 
course. We just didn’t re-
alize we held a place with 
them, too… one that made 
them reach out during a dif-
ficult time for my husband 
and me.

It was a powerful re-
minder that you never re-
ally know who is rooting 
for you.

So I’ll leave you with this 
tiny piece of advice: pay at-
tention to the quiet cheer-
leaders in your life. The 
people who may not know 
how you take your coffee 
or celebrate your birth-
day with you, but still care 
deeply about you. They still 
admire you and want the 
best for you.

Those small-town, built 
over time connections can 
mean the most when your 
world feels like it’s cav-
ing in. So, if you’re a quiet 
cheerleader for me, my 
kids, my husband… even 
my countyhopping silver 
lab, I am incredibly grate-
ful for you.

Amanda Rink is the Edi-
tor of The Wright County 
Monitor and a children’s 
book author. Her award-
winning (mostly) weekly 
column is published in The 
Wright County Monitor 
and The Hampton Chron-
icle.

She writes about ev-
eryday life in rural Iowa 
through a unique lens fil-
tered through motherhood 
and other life experiences. 
When she isn’t caring for 
her family, writing for the 
newspaper, or avoiding 
laundry, she can be found 
hiding in the woods with 
a cup of coffee and a ro-
mance novel.
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CLAIMS REPORT
VENDOR  AMOUNT
A.D TECH SOLUTIONS....... 242.7
ADVANTAGE ARCHIVES, LLC.....        	
.............................................. 187.5
AFLAC .................................. 223.1
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES.... 	
............................................270.79
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY..........  	
............................................226.06
BLACKSTRAP, INC ........4,242.38
BROOKS, RODGER  ..............842
BROTHERS MARKET .........66.21
CASEY’S BUSINESS MASTER-
CARD .................................189.82
CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT .. 	
..............................................98.28
CGD COMMUNITY SCHOOLS ... 	
................................................. 150
CITY OF CLARION ............. 416.8
CITY OF CLARION ........... 510.74
CLARION DISTRIBUTING .. 113.7
CLARION HEALTH INS .1,569.07
CLARION VISION INS  COLLEC-
TION SERVICES CENTER...........  	
............................................369.23
COLUMN SOFTWARE PBC......... 	
............................................104.32
COMM1 .............................. 827.94
COUNTRY LIVING .............. 14.97
CULLIGAN .............................84.8
DEVRIES, JON ......................69.5
First Citizens Bank .................... 14
FED FICA ELECTRONIC ............. 	
....................................... 14,102.53
FIRST CITIZENS BANK ...........30
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY ...         	
...................................................63
HAWKEYE WEST PEST CON-
TROL ........................................  68
HAWKINS, INC .........................80
HOMESERVE USA .........5,400.60
HSA PERSONAL .............1340.84
IA ATHLETIC FIELD CON-
STRUCTION .................17,000.00
IA DEPT OF REVENUE .....131.15
IA. MUNIC. FIN. OFFICERS 
ASSN ....................................... 120
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES ...       	
............................................ 713.24
IOWA ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT AUTH .................37,634.00
IOWA MEDICAID ENTERPRISE      .
.........................................2,818.04
IPERS ........................... 29,988.29
ISCIA ....................................... 175
KANSAS CITY LIFE INSURANCE 
CO ........................................134.6

LIBRARY IDEAS .............1,060.50
JENNIFER LITTLEJOHN 2,126.96
MID AMERICAN ENERGY ........... 	
.......................................22,897.36
PCC ....................................700.22
PFM FINANCIAL ADVISORS LLC    .
.........................................1,000.00
PRINTING SERVICES INC ....567
PULSAR360 ...........................4.52
QUADIENT LEASING USA, INC     .
.............................................. 52.75
RELIABLE1 HEATING AC & 
PLUMBIN............................498.46
SIMMERING CORY IA CODIFI-
CATION 1.........................0,000.00
OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF STATE    .
.................................................625
STERICYCLE, INC ..............98.63
T & S SANITATION .................989
T-MOBILE .......................... 173.75
THE TRASH MAN .................10.5
TREASURER STATE OF IOWA....        	
.........................................4,578.35
TREASURER STATE OF IOWA ...       	
.........................................4,578.35
POSTMASTER ..................453.49
US CELLULAR ..................233.51
USDA, RURAL DEVELOPMENT       .
....................................... 70,482.13
USDA, RURAL DEVELOPMENT       .
.......................................32,490.72
VEIT, LLC ........................6,858.75
WF FINANCIAL LEASING INC.....       	
............................................ 771.74
WINDOW MAN ....................... 112
WMTEL ................................... 115
WRIGHT COUNTY AUDITOR ...... 	
.........................................1,375.32
WRIGHT FARM SERVICES .........  	
......................................... 1,012.79
Accounts Payable Total ................  	
.....................................279,921.65
GENERAL .....................74,763.65
ROAD USE ....................20,935.51
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT FUND........           	
......................................... 2,126.96
DOWNTOWN FACADE PROJECT        .
.......................................47,634.00
DAYCARE - CLARION ......498.46
WATER ..........................17,864.95
WATER DEBT SERVICE .............. 	
.....................................102,972.85
SEWER ......................... 11,420.95
LANDFILL ...............................600
INTERNAL SERVICE FUND.........  	
......................................... 1,104.32
TOTAL FUNDS ...........279,921.65

PUBLIC NOTICE
Hiltabidle Demand For Deed

DEMAND FOR DEED
RE: LOTS 5 AND 6 IN BLOCK 
1, WRIGHT’S THIRD ADDITION 
TO EAGLE GROVE JUNCTION, 
WRIGHT COUNTY, IOWA

To: Richard E. Hiltabidle, Wane-
ma E. Hiltabidle, Mary Lou Hilt-
abidle, Matthew Hiltabidle, Aaron 
Hiltabidle, Melinda Hiltabidle, 
Christy Chapman, Kaitlin Hiltabidle, 
Kimberly Hiltabidle, Donna Small, 
Gabriel Small, Joshua Small, Aar-
on Small, Carna Jackson, Reed 
Jackson, any person interested in 
the Estate of Richard E. Hiltabidle, 
any person interested in the estate 
of Wanema E. Hiltabidle, and any 
other interested party:

You are hereby notified that on 
October 23, 1986, Thomas D. 
Hiltabidle and Mary Lou Hiltabidle, 
husband and wife, as joint tenants 
with full right of survival and not 
as tenants in common, entered 
into a Real Estate Contract for the 
above described property as vend-
ees in which Richard E. Hiltabidle 
and Wanema E. Hiltabidle were 
vendors and which was recorded 
October 27, 1986 in the office of 
the Wright County Recorder (the 
“Contract”).

The Contract provided for month-
ly payments for 240 months with a 
final payment due date of Novem-

ber 1, 2006. No extension of the 
maturity of the Contract has been 
filed and more than 10 years have 
elapsed from the date of maturity.

The vendees under the Contract 
hereby demand a deed in satisfac-
tion of the contract pursuant to Iowa 
Code 614.21.

If a deed is not provided within 
forty-five days of service and an 
action to foreclose or forfeit the 
contract has not been commenced 
within such forty-five day period, the 
vendees may file an affidavit show-
ing service and compliance with 
Iowa Code 614.21 whereupon the 
auditor shall correct the county re-
cords as provided in section 558.67 
to indicate that the rights of the ven-
dors have vested in the vendees.
Dated February 5, 2026.
Brandon J. Dodgen
Attorney for Vendees
Lemmenes & Dodgen
PO Box 337
Humboldt IA 50548
(515) 332-1157
Date of second publication Febru-
ary 12, 2026
Date of third publication February 
19, 2026
Iowa Code Section 614.21, Iowa 
Rules of Civil Procedure 1.310 – 
1.313

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4, 11 & 18, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of James H. Howieson

Public Notice
IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 

FOR WRIGHT COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE

ESTATE OF
JAMES H. HOWIESON,

Deceased
Probate No. ESPR017776

NOTICE OF PROOF OF WILL, 
WITHOUT ADMINISTRATION 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the 
Estate of James H. Howieson , 
Deceased, who died on or about 
December 24, 2025.
You are hereby notified that on the 

22nd day of January, 2026, the Last 
Will and Testament of James H. 
Howieson, deceased, bearing date 
of the 28th day of July, 2020 , was 
admitted to probate in the above 
named court and there will be no 
present administration of the es-
tate. Any action to set aside the will 
must be brought in the district court 
of said county within the later to oc-
cur of four months from the date of 
the second publication of this notice 
or one month from the date of mail-
ing this notice to all heirs of the de-
cedent and devisees under the will 

whose identities are reasonably as-
certainable, or thereafter be forever 
barred. Notice is further given that 
all persons indebted to the estate 
are requested to make immediate 
payment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against the 
estate shall file them with the clerk 
of the above named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless 
so filed by the later to occur of four 
months from the second publication 
of this notice or one month from the 
date of mailing of this notice (unless 
otherwise allowed or paid) a claim 
is thereafter forever barred.
Dated this 26th day of January, 
2026
Terry J. Howieson
Petitioner
Collin M. Davison
ICIS Pin No. AT0010905
Laird Law Firm
120 Central Avenue West
P.O. Box 73
Clarion, IA 50525
Attorneys for Petitioner
Date of second publication
February 11, 2026

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4 & 11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Richard E. Pletcher

Public Notice
IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 

FOR WRIGHT COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE

ESTATE OF
Richard E. Pletcher , Deceased

Probate No. ESPR017756
NOTICE OF PROOF OF WILL 
WITHOUT ADMINISTRATION

To All Persons Interested in the 
Estate of R ichard E. Pletcher, De-
ceased, who died on or about Sep-
tember 30, 2025.

You are hereby notified that on 
the 3rd day of November, 2025, the 
Last Will and Testament of Richard 
E. Pletcher, deceased, bearing date 
of the 20th day of November, 2013 
, was admitted to probate in the 
above named court and that there 
will be no present administration of 
the estate. Any action to set aside 
the will must be brought in the dis-

trict court of said county within the 
later to occur of four months from 
the date of the second publication 
of this notice or one month from 
the date of mailing this notice to all 
heirs of the decedent and devisees 
under the will whose identities are 
reasonably ascertainable, or there-
after be forever barred.
Dated this 13th day of November, 
2025
Judith K. Pletcher
Proponent
Andrew C. Johnston
ICIS Pin No. AT0012303
Laird Law Firm
11 Fourth Street NE
P.O. Box 1567
Mason City, IA 50402-1567
Attorneys for the Estate
Date of second publication
February 11, 2026
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Darlene J. Dieger

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
IN AND FOR WRIGHT COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-

TATE OF DARLENE J. DIEGER,
Deceased.

CASE NO. ESPR017760
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL,
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR,
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the 

Estate of Darlene J. Dieger, De-
ceased, who died on or about Sep-
tember 28, 2025:

You are hereby notified that on 
November 19, 2025, the Last Will 
and Testament of Darlene J. Dieg-
er, deceased, bearing date of July 
2, 1990, was admitted to probate 
in the above-named court and that 
Susan J. Hammen was appointed 
Executor of the estate. Any ac-
tion to set aside the will must be 
brought in the district court of said 
county within the later to occur of 
four months from the date of the 
second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mailing 
of this notice to all heirs of the de-
cedent and devisees under the will 

whose identities are reasonably as-
certainable, or thereafter be forever 
barred.

Notice is further given that all 
persons indebted to the estate 
are requested to make immediate 
payment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against the 
estate shall file them with the clerk 
of the above named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless 
so filed by the later to occur of four 
months from the date of the second 
publication of this notice or one 
month from the date of mailing of 
this notice (unless otherwise al-
lowed or paid) a claim is thereafter 
forever barred.
Susan J. Hammen, Executor of 
Estate
217 2 nd St SW
Clarion IA 50525
Lynn Collins Seaba, Attorney for 
Executor
Seaba Law Office PLC
503 N Main St
PO Box 68
Goldfield IA 50542
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Donna L. Wolff

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
IN AND FOR WRIGHT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF DONNA L. WOLFF,

Deceased.
CASE NO. ESPR017773

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL,
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR,
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in 

the Estate of Donna L. Wolff, De-
ceased, who died on or about Sep-
tember 5, 2025:

You are hereby notified that on 
January 14, 2026, the Last Will 
and Testament of Donna L. Wolff, 
deceased, bearing date of August 
11, 2025 , was admitted to probate 
in the above-named court and that 
Dianne Gilliland was appointed Ex-
ecutor of the estate. Any action to 
set aside the will must be brought in 
the district court of said county with-
in the later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month from 
the date of mailing of this notice to 
all heirs of the decedent and devi-
sees under the will whose identities 

are reasonably ascertainable, or 
thereafter be forever barred.

Notice is further given that all 
persons indebted to the estate 
are requested to make immediate 
payment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against the 
estate shall file them with the clerk 
of the above named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless 
so filed by the later to occur of four 
months from the date of the second 
publication of this notice or one 
month from the date of mailing of 
this notice (unless otherwise al-
lowed or paid) a claim is thereafter 
forever barred.
Dianne Gilliland, Executor of 
Estate
210 11 th Street N
Humboldt, IA 50548
Lynn Collins Seaba, Attorney for 
Executor
Seaba Law Office PLC
503 N Main St
PO Box 68
Goldfield, IA 50542

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4 & 11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wright County Supervisors Jan. 27, 2026 Minutes

January 26, 2026
Chairperson Bosch called the reg-

ular meeting of the Wright County 
Board of Supervisors to order at 
9:00 a.m. Members present were 
Kluss, Rasmussen, Bosch, Loux, 
and Ellis.

Motion by Rasmussen and sec-
onded by Loux to approve the ten-
tative agenda. Motion carries.

Minutes of the last regular meet-
ing of January 19, 2026 were read 
and approved.

Approved claims for payment.
In open forum, Heather Chris-

tensen was congratulated for 20 
years of service to Wright County!

Motion by Rasmussen and sec-
onded by Kluss to approve the 
liquor license for Oakdale Chap-
ter of the Izaak Walton League of 
America. Motion carries.

Motion by Kluss and seconded 
by Rasmussen to receive the 2025 
Wright County Comprehensive 
Plan. Motion carries.

Motion by Kluss and seconded 
by Ellis to publish the 2025 Wright 

County Comprehensive Plan in the 
February 4 th paper and hold a pub-
lic hearing on February 16 th at 9:30 
a.m. Motion carries.

Motion by Kluss and seconded by 
Rasmussen to receive the semi an-
nual report from the Wright County 
Treasurer. Motion carries.

Adam Clemons, Wright County 
Engineer, presented the 28E Agree-
ment for road maintenance for City 
of Woolstock. Motion by Kluss and 
seconded by Rasmussen to ap-
prove the 28E Agreement with the 
City of Woolstock for County Road 
Maintenance on Secondary Road 
Extensions inside the corporate 
limits of Woolstock. Motion carries.

Clemons gave an update on the 
Secondary Roads department.

Motion by Kluss and seconded by 
Rasmussen to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion carries.
Ashley Bosch, Chairperson, Wright 
County Board of Supervisors
Amanda Meyer, Wright County Au-
ditor

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb.11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Clarion Feb. 3, 2026 Minutes

The Clarion City Council met in 
regular session Tuesday February 
3rd, 2026, at 5:00pm in the Council 
Chambers with Mayor Heiden pre-
siding. Present were Council mem-
bers Dave Flurer, Dan Hennigar, 
Mike Ennis, Nick McOllough, and 
Elmarie Nel. Also, in attendance 
City Administrator Clint Middleton, 
Attorney Zach Chizek, PWD Jon 
DeVries and Chief TerHark

Mayor Heiden called the meet-
ing to order and polled the council 
for any conflicts of interest with the 
agenda, there were none. Mayor 
Heiden asked if there were any 
citizens listed to address the coun-
cil, there was one. Aaron Budweg 
(WCED) presented on the annual 
report of the Heart of Iowa Housing 
Trust Fund. This is a multi- county 
fund that allows homeowners of 
modest income to receive a forgiv-
able loan to do home repairs up to 
$15,000. Budweg commented that 
there was a home in Clarion that 
took advantage of this last year. 
DRIVERS Needed!! For the MIDAS 
public transit located in Clarion cov-
ering Wright County. Budweg is hit-
ting all meetings promoting this.

Motioned by Flurer seconded 
by Hennigar to approve consent 
agenda consisting of Minutes- 
2026.01.20; Financial report-ap-
prove checks; Licenses/Permits- 
(Building, Liquor, Tobacco, Sign, 
Peddler, Street Closure) (Motion 
passed 3-0, absent Hennigar, En-

nis).
Nick Fredricksen (ISG) gave an 

update on the New WTP. Contrac-
tor is finishing up with the punch list, 
doing water quality tests by dialing 
in the chemicals. Good news, all air 
issues that have been holding us 
up have been resolved. Motioned 
by Flurer seconded by McOllough 
to approve Resolution (26-06) City 
Resolution of Support - Trails (Mo-
tion passed 5-0). This is support 
for a BOOST grant application for 
Wright County Trails Committee.

Motioned by Flurer seconded by 
Nel to approve Resolution (26-05) 
Terminating IEDA Grant Agreement 
124 Main Street (Motion passed 
5-0).

Early reports from the Council 
or Dept heads before Budget Work-
shop: Several Council Persons 
commented on certain properties 
that we have been working with 
over the years to get cleaned up, 
are sitting stagnant. Direction given 
to Middleton and TerHark to push 
forward and get it done, involve the 
city attorney if needed. Other prop-
erties that have been habitual of-
fenders also need to be focused on.

Short break then the council en-
tered the FY27 Budget Workshop.

Motioned by Hennigar seconded 
by McOllough to adjourn. All Ayes. 
(Motion passed 5-0).
Respectfully Submitted,
Clint Middleton City Administrator

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb.11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Clarion Feb. 3, 2026 Claims

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb.11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Alexander Hilpipre

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR WRIGHT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF:

ALEXANDER H. HILPIPRE,
Deceased.

Case No. ESPR017779
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATOR AND NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the 

Estate of Alexander H. Hilpipre, 
Deceased, who died on or about 
January 31, 2024:

You are hereby notified that on 
January 29, 2026, the undersigned 
was appointed Administrator of the 
estate.

Notice is hereby given that all 
persons indebted to the estate 
are requested to make immediate 
payment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against the 
estate shall file them with the clerk 

of the above-named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless 
so filed by the later to occur of four 
months from the date of the second 
publication of this notice or one 
month from the date of the mailing 
of this notice (unless otherwise al-
lowed or paid) a claim is thereafter 
forever barred.
Dated: February 2, 2026
Brenda J. Helgevold, Administrator
3102 7th Avenue South
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
Charles A. Walker
ICIS#: AT0008223
Attorney for Administrator
Walker Law Office, P.C.
320 S. 12th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
Date of second publication:
February 19, 2026
Probate Code Section 230

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb.11 & 18, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Sharron Rae Hauge

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR WRIGHT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF SHARRON RAE 

HAUGE, Deceased
CASE NO.ESPR017780

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF 
WILL, OF APPOINTMENT OF 

EXECUTORS, AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the 
Estate of Sharron Rae Hauge, De-
ceased, who died on or about De-
cember 1, 2025:

You are hereby notified that on 
February 3, 2026, the Last Will and 
Testament of Sharron Rae Hauge, 
deceased, bearing date of August 
10, 2020, with codicil bearing date 
of February 17, 2025, was admit-
ted to probate in the above-named 
court and that Kathryn A. Hauge 
has been appointed Executor of 
the estate. Any action to set aside 
the will must be brought in the dis-
trict court of said county within the 
later to occur of four months from 
the date of the second publication 
of this notice or one month from the 
date of mailing of this notice to all 

heirs of the decedent and devisees 
under the will whose identities are 
reasonably ascertainable, or there-
after be forever barred.

Notice is further given that all 
persons indebted to the estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and credi-
tors having claims against the es-
tate shall file them with the clerk of 
the above-named district court, as 
provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed 
by the later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month from 
the date of mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or paid) 
a claim is thereafter forever barred.
Dated February 3 2026.
Kathryn A. Hauge Executor of 
Estate
809 Pesch St
Rowan, IA 50470
Scott A. Hall, ICIS#: AT00009988
Attorney for Executor
Carney & Appleby, P.L.C.
303 Locust Street, Suite 400
Des Moines, IA 50309

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb.11 & 18, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Ross A. Weuve

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR Wright COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
Ross A. Weuve, Deceased

CASE NO. ESPR017778
NOTICE OF PROBATE

OF WILL, OF
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR,
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the 

Estate of Ross A. Weuve, De-
ceased, who died on or about Janu-
ary 2, 2026:

You are hereby notified that on 
January 29, 2026, the Last Will 
and Testament of Ross A. Weuve, 
deceased, bearing date of January 
5, 2024 , was admitted to probate 
in the above-named court and that 
Gary A. Weuve was appointed Ex-
ecutor of the estate. Any action to 
set aside the will must be brought in 
the district court of said county with-
in the later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month from 
the date of mailing of this notice to 
all heirs of the decedent and devi-

sees under the will whose identities 
are reasonably ascertainable, or 
thereafter be forever barred.

Notice is further given that all 
persons indebted to the estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned, and credi-
tors having claims against the es-
tate shall file them with the clerk of 
the above-named district court, as 
provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed 
by the later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month from 
the date of mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or paid) 
a claim is thereafter forever barred.
Dated February 3, 2026.
Gary A. Weuve, Executor of Estate
104 Ridding Plum Drive
San Marcos, TX 78666
Beau D. Buchholz, ICIS#: 
AT0009650
Attorney for Executor
Engelbrecht and Buchholz, PLLC
123 1st Street SE
P.O. Box 59
Waverly, IA 50677

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb.11 & 18, 2026

Courthouse news
Warranty deed - Nelson 

Joann to Allen Bradley D. 
- Gold orig addition block 5 
lot 4 except RR Row Gold 
orig addition block 5 por-
tion of Water St adj; 26-119. 

Warranty deed - town 
lot: IAT 61 LLC to Mey-
ers Raymond W. - Dows 
Eskridge’s 3rd addition 
block 2 lot 1, Dows Es-
kridge’s 3rd addition 
block 2 lot 2; MEYERSR 
000008138005063928; 26-
123.

Warranty deed - land 
deeds: Elm Point Invest-
ment Company LLC to The 
Bakewell Foundation - 16-
92-26 SE W 1/2, 21-92-26 
NE NW 1/4 except parcel 
C; Elm Point/Bakewell 
Foundation (Wright) 
000018736005063853; 26-
126.

Quit claim deed - land 
deed: Vanness Chris M, 
Vanness Melinda A. to 
Vanness Chris M, Vanness 
Melinda A. - 9-92-23 SW E 
1/2 except, 9-92-23 SE SW 
1/4 except; 210126Vanness 
000011247005065749; 26-
132.

Quit claim deed - town 
lot: Lux Hernandez Luis 
Miguel, Hernandez Lux 
Luis Miguel to Lux Her-
nandez Luis Miguel, Her-
nandez Lux Luis Miguel, 
Borrayes Jacqueline - Clar 
Evans first addition lot 8; 
26-137.

Quit claim deed - land 
deed: Bottorff Eunice F., 
Bottorf Eunice F., Bottorff 
Eunice to Bottorff Eunice 
F. trustee Bottorff Pals Eu-
nice trustee Pals Bottorff 
Eunice trustee Bottorff Eu-
nice trust Eunice Bottorff 
trust - 11-93-23 SW part SE 
of RR Row exc tract, 9-93-
23 NW; 26-138.

Warranty deed - town 
lot: Steenblock Robert 
H., Steenblock Carol I. to 
Steenblock Robert H. life 

estate Steenblock Carol I. 
life estate Steenblock Ryan 
L., Steenblock Rusty R. - 
Belm first addition block 
16 lot 1 and portion of 2nd 
St NW Belm first addition 
block 16 lot 2, Belm first 
addition block 16 lot 3 N 
1/2; 26-139.

Quit claim deed - town 
lot: Elizondo Maria Chris-
tina, Garza Benavidez Gil-
berto, Benavidez Garza 
Gilberto to Garza Jose G., 
Garza Christina I.; Belm 
railroad addition block 13 
lot 6; 26-140.

Quit claim deed - town 
lot: Rojo Romero Or-
lando, Romero Rojo Or-
lando, Cruz Leon, Kristal 
Rojo, Leon Cruz Kristal 
to Krooc LLC - Belm orig 
addition block 12 lot 3 
W 42’ and part adj alley 
Belm orig addition block 
12 lot 4 W 42’ and part 
adj alley; Rojo - Wright 
000026350005068014; 26-
142.

Warranty deed - town 
lot: Jeske Scott R., Jeske 
Debra C. to Meyer Mer-
cedes Meyer Shane - EG 
orig addition block 16 lot 6; 
26-144.

Affidavit transfer: Nelson 
Joann to Nelson James W. - 
Gold orig addition block 5 
lot 4 except RR ROW; Title 
Standard 9.8 affidavit; 26-
118.

Affidavit transfer: Lar-
son Lyle G. to Larson 
Esther I., Larson Esther 
I. life estate Larson Lyle 
G., Larson Dean T., Jones 
Deeanne EstherLarson1, 
Jones DeanNE Nelson Lu-
cinda - 8-90-26 NE SE 1/4, 
8-90-26 NE 1 acre in NE 
corner of SW 1/4, 9-90-26 
NW NE 1/4 except tract, 
9-90-26 NW NW except 
tract, 9-90-26 NW S 1/2; 
000028577005062410 aff 
of death terminating LE; 
26-120.

NOTICE NOTICE
Please kindly note that the main

staff of The Wright County Monitor
works remotely and does not
operate an office in Clarion.

For direct communication, please contact 
Newspaper Editor and Writer

Amanda Rink by phone/text at
515.851.2069 Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. or by email at
news@wrightcountymonitor.com.

Get all your news online:
www.clarionnewsonline.com

Legals are your 
right to know!
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Equal Housing 
opportunity

a HouseSOLD name

**A WINNING COMBINATION **
for Real Estate Success!

104 North Main St. • Clarion, IA 
515.532.2150 

www.clarioniowarealty.com

Carol Haupt • Broker/Owner

Representative 
Mark Thompson, 
House District 56	

This week was filled 
with subcommittees and 
committee meetings.  This 
coming week finalizes the 
legislation brought forward 
or written by individual 
legislators.  As a review, the 
subcommittees are made 
up of 3 legislators from 
both parties.  It is open for 
citizens and lobbyists to 
share their comments for 
or against the issue.  Often 
the subcommittees are 
held in small areas when a 
large group is not expected.  
Space is at a premium in 
our Capitol so scheduling 
a subcommittee for the 
hundreds of bills waiting in 
the que is a challenge to say 
the least.  Finding a time 
slot of 15 or 30 minutes in 
which three legislators and 
a room availability can take 
a day or more to coordinate.  
Subcommittee’s can start 
long before the House 
gavels in at 8:30 am and 
can run past 5pm.  I am on 
5 committees, Judiciary, 
Local Government, 
Veterans, International 
Relations, and Justice 
Appropriations in which 
I am the vice-chair.  Our 
clerks work hard to 
juggle our multiple sub 
committees and committee 
meetings each week.  My 
wife, Jacki, is my clerk and 
I appreciate her keeping me 
on track and on time for all.  

I chaired a subcommittee 
for the legislation I brought 
forward for a dedicated 
human trafficking team of 
investigators, prosecutors, 
and victim advocacy.  It 
has been a bipartisan effort 
and both chambers, House 
and Senate, are supportive 
of the effort, but it is too 
early to assume passage.  
It now goes to the full 
Judiciary Committee 
for a vote.  If it passes 
through the committee it 
will go to the Speaker of 
the House to make a final 
decision on whether it is 
brought to the full House of 

Representatives for a vote.  
This legislation goes 

hand in hand with previous 
legislation I wrote regarding 
defining grooming with 
penalties and strengthening 
the penalties of those found 
guilty of trafficking.  It is my 
goal to make those found 
guilty of human trafficking 
and grooming in Iowa to be 
subject to the most severe 
punishment.  The grooming 
law we passed in 2024 has 
been implemented recently.  
There are at least 7 cases of 
grooming which are in the 
trial process or have been 
found guilty.

I am also researching 
issues in our state regarding 
taxation, daycare, schools 
and student environments, 
food security, agriculture 
profitability for our 
farmers, the disabled and 
elderly, veterans, rural 
business growth, and many 
others; but this issue is 
protecting and rescuing the 
most vulnerable in our state 
is particularly important.  
If you question whether 
human trafficking is really 
going on in our state and 
area, I can assure you it is.

Each week the Capitol is 
filled with differing entities 
and individuals to share 
in the subcommittees or 
to talk to legislators.  This 
past week I was able to 
meet with several from 
District 56 while at the 
Capitol.  Greg and Liz 
Soenen of Goldfield were 
with the Iowa Council of 
the United Blind. They 
discussed efforts to “Let 
Us Work” for the visually 
impaired.  Wright County 
Supervisor, Dean Kluss 
and McKinley Bailey with 
Building Families were at 
the Capitol advocating for 
child daycare funding. Kim 
Belstene, Food Service 
Director at Belmond-
Klemme school district 
came to the Capitol 
representing School 
Nutrition Association of 
Iowa. Iowa State University 
filled the Capitol Rotunda 
with groups representing 

varied programs ranging 
from their robotics 
program to the veterinarian 
testing lab.  I also took the 
opportunity to visit the 
Altoona Police high tech 
operation center sponsored 
by Rep. Bill Gustoff.

The Justice 
Appropriations Committee 
which I Vice-Chair has 
had three budget briefings 
thus far.  The Governor’s 
Budget Recommendations 
were presented, the second 
briefing was from the 
Director of the Dept. of 
Corrections, and this past 
week the committee was 
briefed by the State Public 
Defender’s Office.  This 
coming week we will 
hear from the State Court 
Administration.

My email inbox has 
been filled with the issues 
listed below:

• Glysophate (the 
chemical in Roundup) The 
bill presented is more than 
just discussing the proper 
use, labeling and liability.  
I had a long one-on-one 
conversation with the 
legislator presenting the 
bill to get all sides of the 
issue.  I am still researching 
the real purpose of the 
legislation. SF394

• Motorized devices 
(e-bikes).

• Community College 
select 4-year degree 
programs.

• Making animal torture 
a felony HF557

Several on the list above 
I have concerns.  I continue 
to research the issues as 
to whether I support a 
bill moving forward as 
is, needs amendments or 
discontinuing altogether.

Each Monday at the 
morning opening, a 
representative is asked to 
share a patriotic, historical 
story or event in honor of 
our 250th year as a country.  
This Monday I will share 
my involvement in the 
Cuban Refugee operation 
in May 1980.

 Parents:
Your may save the life 

of a child.
 

Potentially dangerous drugs are in the hands of Iowa children…

Synthetic drugs, sometimes called fake marijuana and bath salts.

They have found their way into our communities and schools.

Talk to your children now.

Find out more at DrugFreeIowa.org
For Immediate Assistance, call the Iowa Substance Abuse Information Center 

toll-free Help Line at 866-242-4111.
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Parents:
You may save the life

of a child.

Mid-America Publishing Takes 
Home Awards for 2026 
Jennifer Burnham 

Mid-America Publish-
ing took home a number 
of awards during the 2026 
Iowa Newspaper Associa-
tion Award Ceremony last 
Thursday evening, Feb. 5. 
The following newspapers 
and journalists were rec-
ognized for their excellent 
work:
Wright County 
Monitor, 
Amanda Rink 
—First Place, Weekly 
Column (Class II) 
—Second Place, Continu-
ing Coverage (Class II) 
Ida County Courier-
Reminder, 
Jenny Seuntjens
—First Place, Best Ad 
Featuring Financial, Insur-
ance or Other Professional 
Service (Class II) 
—Third Place, Best Ad 
Featuring Agriculture 
(Class II) 
Calmar Courier, 
Michael Hohen-
brink 
—First Place, Harrison 
“Skip” Weber Coverage of 
Courts and Crime (Class I) 
—Third Place, Coverage of 
Government and Politics 
(Class I) 
Holstein Advance, 
Brent Harm 
—Second Place, Best 
Sports Photo (Class I) 
Butler County 
Tribune-Journal, 
Jensen Johnston 
—Wagner Young Journal-
ist Award
Sigourney News-
Review, 
Mark Schafer
—Third Place, Best Sports 
Story (Class II) 
Hampton Chronicle, 
Jennifer Burnham 
—Third Place, Best Use of 
Social Media (Class II)

The View From Here by Senator 
Dennis Guth
Senator Dennis Guth,
R-Klemme

The fourth week of the 
legislative session remind-
ed me of the start of plant-
ing season. We’ve been pre-
paring to get work done for 
a long time and we finally 
are “in the field” beginning 
that work. Subcommittees 
are the first step for any 
bill, so they are a little like 
planting as the first step in 
raising a new crop. All of 
the preparation work is for 
nothing if the subcommit-
tee doesn’t happen.

The Senate had over 50 
subcommittees this week 
and a few full committees 
were held as well, mean-
ing this year’s “crop” of 
legislation is off to a good 
start. I’ll try to pick a few 
of the bills that might be of 
interest to the folks in my 
district.

One of the first things 
we try to pass each year is 
funding for our K-12 educa-
tion. The Senate is propos-
ing an increase of almost 
$100 million for the next 
school year, bringing the 
total spending on K-12 edu-
cation to $4.35 billion. That 
amounts to $8,133 per stu-
dent directly from the state.

When we talk about 

education funding, school 
choice and educational 
savings accounts are often 
criticized by public school 
proponents. With ESAs, 
Iowa parents across the 
state have the opportunity 
to send their children to the 
school that works for them. 
While giving choice to par-
ents, ESAs also encourage 
public schools to compete 
and improve the educa-
tion landscape statewide.  
Recently, Iowa City Com-
munity Schools announced 
a new campaign titled 
“School Choice? Game 
On.” They are promoting 
why their school may be 
the best fit for local parents 
who are looking at other 
options for their children. 
Competition fosters im-
provement in other sectors 
of the economy, and it will 
do so in education as well.

Property tax relief is a 
big issue for Iowans across 
the state and we currently 
have three different propos-
als that are being studied. 
The Senate version is the 
only one that does not use 
a hard cap of 2% revenue 
growth per year. Our ver-
sion includes an inflation 
factor and is a more tailored 
approach to give local gov-
ernments more flexibility 
while also implementing 
limitations that control lo-
cal budgets to bring relief 
to Iowa taxpayers. If local 
governments want to spend 
more, they will have to 
take it before a vote of the 
people. I want local govern-
ment to maintain local con-
trol, but I also want to en-

able residents to know why 
taxes go up and have input 
on new spending.

Smaller bills that ad-
vanced included SSB 3024 
which prohibits the Iowa 
DOT from issuing drivers 
licenses or non-operators 
ID card if the applicant 
cannot provide proof of le-
gal citizenship or legal im-
migration status. SSB 3038 
deals with Iowa Public Re-
tirement System (IPERS) 
and how they distribute 
funds, allowing a retired re-
cipient of IPERS to choose 
a reloadable payment card 
instead of electronic funds 
transfer. It also changes the 
timing of when reports are 
issued in order to even out 
the workload of IPERS em-
ployees.

 I will be holding a town 
hall in Forest City on Fri-
day, Feb. 13th at Waldorf 
College.

On Saturday, Feb 14th I 
will hold three town halls. 
The first will be hosted by 
the League of Women Vot-
ers at 8:45 at the Roland 
Public Library located at 
221 North Main St. in Ro-
land. The second one will 
be at the Belmond City Hall 
at 1:00.The third one will 
be at the Humboldt Com-
munity Center at 3:00.

I will be at the Briggs 
Woods Conference Center 
near Webster City on Feb. 
20th at 11:30.

“If you put the federal 
government in charge of 
the Sahara Desert, in 5 
years there’d be a shortage 
of sand.” - Milton Fried-
man
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Contact: Katie Phillips 
to Advertise in the Church Directory

 for only $10.00 per week!  
641-790-1841 or 

sales@wrightcountymonitor.com

Church Directory

Laura Phillips
Pharmacy Manager

Church news The Clarion Wire

In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Christ 
declares the commandments of love (for God and one’s 
neighbor) as the greatest. As the month of February is 

filled with feelings of love and sentimentality, it serves as 
a good time for reflection upon what love truly means to 
us. Particularly, we are called to love in emotion, but also 
action. As Christ tells his followers of the aforementioned 
greatest commandments, in Luke’s gospel, He follows 
this declaration with the well-known Parable of the Good 
Samaritan. In His teachings, Christ ensures to convey the 
distinction in solely emotional love and active love. As we 
reflect upon our feelings on the matter, perhaps a good 
question we can ask ourselves is whether we feel that we 
live out these teachings of active love in our relationships? 
Are there areas where we can improve? 
–James Stone

Love in Daily Living

We love because he first loved us.
1 John 4:19 (NIV)“

“

Clarion Area
CLARION FIRST 
METHODIST CHURCH
201 3rd Ave. NE, Clarion, IA 
50525
Pastor Craig Luttrell
515-532-2845 
website: www.clarion.church
Church Office 
Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 
a.m. – Noon
• Sunday, February 15
	 9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages
	 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
• Sunday, February 22
	 9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages
	 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA
420 1st St NW, Clarion, IA
515-532-3440
www.firstlutheranclarion.com
“YOU are love, YOU belong, 
YOU are called, and YOU are 
gifted” 
• 9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Services
• Fat Tuesday Pancake Feed 
February 17th from 5:00 - 7:00 
p.m.

UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST, 
CONGREGATIONAL
121 3rd Avenue N.W., Clarion
• Sunday, February 15
	 9:00 a.m. Worship
	 10:00 a.m. Fellowship

CHURCH OF CHRIST
420 North Main, Clarion
Pastor Warren Curry 
515-532-3273 
http://clarionchurchofchrist.
weebly.com
Facebook Clarion Church of 
Christ
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship, also live 
each Sunday on Facebook
6:00 a.m. Tuesday Iron Man, 
Fellowship Hall, Church Building
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, Weekly 
Prayer Time Fellowship Hall, 
Church Building
Ongoing Bible Studies – times 
and locations vary; check for 
more information at the church 
office week.

ST. JOHN CATHOLIC
608 2nd Ave. N.E., Clarion
Father Jerry W. Blake, Pastor
515-532-3586 
• Thursday, February 12
	 No Weekday Masses
	 2:00 p.m. She Shall Be Called 
Woman at Sacred Heart, Eagle 
Grove
• Friday, February 13
	 No Weekday Masses
	 No Events
• Saturday, February 14
	 2:00 p.m. Baptisms at St. John, 
Clarion
	 3:15 p.m. Rosary and Adoration 
at St. John, Clarion
	 4:00 p.m. Mass at St. John, 
Clarion
	 7:15 p.m. Rosary and Adoration 
at St. John, Clarion
	 8:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish at St. 
John, Clarion
• Sunday, February 15
	 7:15 a.m. Adoration at St. 
Francis Xavier, Belmond
	 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 9:45 a.m. Adoration at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
	 10:30 a.m. Mass at Sacred 
Heart, Eagle Grove
• Monday, February 16
	 8:15 a.m. Rosary at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 6:30 p.m. She Shall Be Called 
Woman at St. John, Clarion

• Tuesday, February 17
	 9:00 a.m. She Shall Be Called 
Woman at St. Francis Xavier, 
Belmond
	 2:00 p.m. OCIA at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
• Wednesday, February 18
	 Ash Wednesday
	 5:30 p.m. Mass at St. Francis 
Xavier, Belmond
	 6:30 p.m. YFF Classes at all 
Parishes
	 6:30 p.m. Adoration at all 
Parishes
	 7:15 p.m. Mass at St. John, 
Clarion
	 No Adoration
• Thursday, February 19
	 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, 
Offices Closed
	 2:00 p.m. She Shall Be Called 
Woman at Sacred Heart, Eagle 
Grove

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
219 First Street N.W. Clarion
515-532-2709
• Sunday, February 15, Jay 
Grogan will be leading the service
• Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
• Sunday 10:30 a.m. Adult 
Sunday School Class
• Wednesdays 6:00 a.m. Men’s 
Bible Study
• Saturdays 8:00 a.m. Men’s 
Group
	
THE LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE
Dana Wendel, Pastor
1010 2nd Street SW; Clarion
515-293-3003
FREE Dinner will be on the first 
Sunday of the month. 
• Sunday
	 9:30 a.m. Coffee Time
	 9:45 a.m. Sunday School
	 10:45 a.m. Worship
• Tuesday
	 11:00 a.m. Prayer Time
• Iglesia del Nazareno
	 6:00 p.m. Sabado 
	 6:00 p.m. Domingo
	 Lay Minister Mynor
515-851-9699
Bienvenidos

Goldfield Area

Rejoice Church: A Word and 
Spirit Church 
Pastors Cris and Jennifer Decious 
Sunday worship 10:30 am 
www.Rejoicechurchiowa.com or 
watch us on facebook 
NEW LOCATION! We will 
begin IN PERSON WORSHIP 
services starting on DECEMBER 
1, 2024 in our home worship 
room at 3320 210th St. Goldfield, 
IA 50542

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
220 E. Oak St., Goldfield, IA 
50542
515-825-3581
goldfield.upc@gmail.com
Facebook@goldpres
“A Church for the Community”
Office M-F 7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
• Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Goldfield
Pastor Ron Rasmussen
• Sunday, February 15
	 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
and Fellowship Coffee in the 
Fellowship Room.	
No Sunday School

GOLDFIELD UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. Box 214
515-825-3754 
Pastor: Ann Trimble Ray. Each 
bring a new perspective to our 
church and God!
• Sunday Services

	 11:00 a.m. Worship time 
Everyone Welcome!

HOLMES 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
2139 Hancock Ave, Holmes, 
Iowa
HolmesLutheran@gmail.com
Pastor George Lautner
	 Office hours 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
(Flexible)
	 515-825-3660
• Sunday, February 15
	 9:30 a.m. Worship & 
Communion
	 10:30 a.m. Sunday School for 
all ages
	 Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
	 Praise Songs & Worship last 
Sunday of the month

HOLMES BAPTIST CHURCH
2137 Hancock Avenue 
Pastor Cody Huber
515-825-3110
• Sundays
	 9:30 a.m. Sunday school, 10:30 
a.m. Worship Service, 5 p.m. 
Evening Service
• Wednesdays
	 Prayer Meeting, youth group, 
kids club (1st – 6th grades – during 
school year)

WRIGHT CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH
1730 130th Street, Kanawha
641-762-3947
• Sunday, February 15
	 9:30 a. m. Morning Worship, 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship, 11 a.m. 
Sunday School, 6 p.m. Evening 
Worship

Rowan Area
UNITED CHURCH OF 
ROWAN
Pastor Nancy Hofmeister
811 Pesch St., Box 38, Rowan
• Sundays
	 10:00 a.m. Worship
• Wednesday, February 11
	 10:00 a.m. Clergy Cluster
• Wednesday, February 18
	 10:00 a.m. Council
	 11:00 a.m. Property, 
Maintenance and Memorial
• Thursday, February 19
	 2:00 p.m. UCR Women

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
Missouri Synod
Jct. Highway 69 & 3
Pastor Mark Eichler
• Sunday, February 15
	 10:30 a.m. Divine Services, 
11:45 a.m. Bible Study
October 7 – 28 and November 4 
at 1:30 p.m. Women’s Bible Study
	

Dows Area
SOVEREIGN GRACE 
CHURCH
109 N. Eskridge St., Dows 
Dows / www.sgcdows.com
Doug Holmes, Pastor
• Sunday, February 15
	 10:15 a.m. Sunday school, 
Coffee, 11:15 a.m. Worship at 
First Presbyterian in Dows

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Dows, IA
Masking is option 
• Sunday, February 15
	 9:00 a.m. SS/Conf/Coffee
	 10:00 a.m. Worship 
• Wednesday, February 18
	 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday 
Service with Communion

UNITED METHODIST 
& PRESBYTERIAN
• Sunday, February 15
10 a.m. Dows Joint Worship at 
Untied Methodist

FIRST REFORMED
214 Brown St., Alexander
• Sundays
	 9:30 a.m. Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Fellowship

IMMANUEL U.C.C.
204 E. South St., Latimer
Joe Dunnwald
• Sunday, February 15
	 10:30 a.m. Worship

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
304 W. Main, Latimer
Travis Berg, Pastor
• Sunday, February 15
	 9 a.m. Worship, 10:15 a.m. 
ABC/Sunday School

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Morgan, Lee Center, Bradford
Erling Shultz, Pastor
• Sunday, February 15
	 8:30 a.m. Worship (B), 9:30 
a.m. Worship (LC), 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (M)

MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 
CHURCH
3rd & Lake Streets, Blairsburg, 
IA 50034
• Sundays
	 8:45 - 9:45 a.m. Café is open 
serving donuts, smoothies and 
coffee beverages
	 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Nursery available for 
children up to age 2
10:00 a.m. Kids Church for 
children 2 years to grade 5
• Wednesday
	 5:45 - 6:15 p.m. Café Open
	 6:30 p.m. Youth
	 6:30 p.m. Kids Club for 
children grades 1-5

NAZARETH LUTHERAN
Coulter
Pastors Tom Dettmer and Stanley 
Peterson
• Sunday, February 15
	 9:30a.m. Joint Sunday Worship 
Service with Holy Communion, 
Coffee to follow
• Dinner is the first Sunday of the 
month

	

** Happy Valentine’s Day 
weekend!!
** BINGO continues at 
the Clarion Senior Citizens 
Center every Friday at 1:30 
- 3:30 p.m.
** For fun - order/eat a 
Valentine shaped ‘made 
from scratch biscuit’  from 
Hardee’s!
** Celebrate Valentine’s 
Day at FUEL in Clarion on 
both Friday and Saturday, 
February 13 & 14. Dinner 
specials both days!!
** Join dining at Clarmond 
Country Club on Friday, 
February 13 to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day. Lots of 
dining specials; check them 
out on facebook. Or make 
reservations by calling 515-
532-2911 or website clar-
mond16@gmail.com. 
** Make Cattleman’s a des-
tination  for fun on Valen-
tine’s Day! Antonio Lopes 
and his jazz trio will be 
performing on Saturday, 
February 14 from 6 - 8 p.m. 
Please call ahead to make 
reserations or to book ca-
tering, call Pete at 641-430-
1688 or email cattleman-
sdining@gmail.com for 
more information.
** Time is here! Get your 
Wright County Charitable 
Foundation non-profit or-
ganizations’ grant appli-
cations submitted to the 
Wright County Economic 
Developemtn office until 
Sunday, February 15. No 
late submissions will be ac-
cepted!
** Monday, February 16 
- It’s a National Holiday! 
Celebrate President’s Day!
** The Senior Citizens 
Center is closed on Tuese-
day’s (due to lack of partici-
pation!) Anyone wanting 
to volunteer at the center 
or with ideas of programs, 
contact Gloria Johnson - 
515-835-7728.
** Celebrate Fat Tuesday  
(aka Mardi Gras) with a 
PANCAKE FEED at First 
Lutheran Church in Clar-
ion, on Tuesday, February 
17 from 5-7 p.m. 
** 500 card players:  ‘500’ 
each Wednesday at Clari-
on’s Senior Citizens Cen-
ter; both men and women; 
from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. And 
on Thursdays, learn to play 
‘Hand & Foot’ card game! 
Also 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
** Play (learn) Pickleball! 
From 6 - 8 p.m. at Clarion’s 
Elementary/Middle School 
Multi-Purpose Room (en-

try on north side of school 
building). Pay $2 to play. 
Every Wednesday evening 
in February. Contact Gloria 
Johnson for more informa-
tion 515-835-7728.
** Have fun at the Bru in 
southwest Clarion: 
 ‘Trivia Nights’ are normal-
ly the 1st & 3rd Thursdays 
- next time is February 19! 
And’Bingo’ on 4th Tuesdays 
- February 24!
** Monthly ‘Meet & Eat’ 
FREE SUPPER at the 
Clarion Church of Christ 
is Wednesday, February 25, 
serving at 6 p.m. Location - 
420 North Main!
** First Lutheran Church 
FOOD PANTRY in Clari-
on, 420 - First Street N.W., 
is open on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each 
month, from 5 - 6:30 p.m. 
Next one is Thursday, Feb-
ruary 26!
** Eagle Grove LIONS 
CLUB continues its “SHOE 
DRIVE” until May 1!. 
Their goal? 10,000 pairs 
of used shoes. Several drop 
off spots:  Iowa Specialty 
Hospitals in Clarion (by 
Main Entrance, west) & 
Belmond; Eagle Grove Li-
braries.
 ** AT THE CLARION 
THEATRE:  Showing 
“Goat” on Friday - Sunday,  
February 13 - 15 @ 7 p.m.; 
Sunday Matinee at 2:30 
p.m. - February 15.
** FOCU$ ON BU$INE$$:  
Check out the new card dis-
play racks at Thrifty White 
Pharmacy in Clarion! Lots 
and lots of new cards to 
choose from! A team from 
Hallmark recently installed 
the new equipment for area 
shoppers to enjoy!!
** FOCU$ ON BU$INE$$ 
#2: .Preppy Farmer is now 
closed on Mondays!
** VOLUNTEER OPPOR-
TUNITY: Want to help 
with the 2026 Clarion’s 
Festival in the Park? Con-
tact CDA for more details 
- 515-532-2256!
** MONEY SAVING TIP:  
February pizza special at 
PIZZA RANCH - large 
buffalo chicken - $12 each!
** THANK YOU:  Leaders 
in our churches:  pastors, 
lay leaders, choir members, 
those serving on various 
committees, people who 
faithfully attending wor-
ship services each Sunday! 
Be blessed, as you bless 
others!

Dows News
• Dows Legion Riders Soup 
and Chili Meal on Febru-
ary 15 from 11:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m. 
• Dows American Legion 
Salisbury Steak Dinner on 

February 22 from 11:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
• Bingo Night at the Dows 
Legion February 20 from 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome!
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Words of Wisdom Monitor Memories
From the archives oF the Wright county monitor

1982 and 19471984 - 1949

42 Years Ago
February 16, 1984

	 Even though the weather 
may not seem quite like 
winter, Clarion High 
School will be celebrating 
the season this Friday night 
when they hold the Winter 
Festival.  A king and queen 
will selected from these 
candidates to preside over 
the event. They are Lana 
Marker, Sonya Sego, 
Beth Hufmeister. Pat 
Redenius. Becky Taylor, 
Todd Burras, Steve Watne, 
Rod Middleton, Dave 
McAllister, and Darren 
Bierl.
	 What began as a simple 
field trip for a group of 
Clarion Kindergarteners to 
enjoy a midwinter sleigh 
ride turned into a farm 
festival, as the youngsters 
took advantage of the 
ample supply of snow, 
the mild weather and the 
surroundings of the rural 
Holmes  farm owned by 
Richard Tesdahl. It has 
become an annual tradition 
for Tesdahl to host the 
Clarion youngsters for 
an afternoon in a genuine 
horse-drawn sleigh and on 
Thursday, the children had 
a good day for the event.  
As well as enjoying the 
sleigh rides, the students 
also discovered that some 
of Tesdahl’s  horses could 
be hand-fed some hay and 
that  an old chicken coop, 
that had  been buried by 
snow drifts,  made a fine 
snow slide  

77 Years ago
February 17, 1949

 	 Produce Owner Escapes 
Injury- Elmer A. Wllharm, 
owner of the Farmers     
Produce company, Clarion, 
narrowly missed serious 
injury last Thursday at the   
Municipal airport when he 
landed in his light plane. 
Wllharm’s private plane 
settled far down the runway 
and he was unable to stop 
before hitting a snow bank   
at the end of the field.  He 
was uninjured and the 
only damage to the plane 
was a broken propeller, 
Wilharm’s home is in 
Tripoli.           
	 The Clarion Community 
chorus will present 
“Minstrel Varieties,” 
Friday, March 26 at 8 p m. 
in the junior high school 
auditorium. Wayne Cross is 
in charge of the music and 
direction for the production 
while Jay Vendelboe is 
handling the scripts for 
the Minstrel show.  The 
evening’s entertainment 
will be divided into two 
parts. The first half will 
include skits which portray 
the highlights of the year’s 
holidays. The second 
section of the production 
will be a regular old-
time minstrel show with 
interlocutor and end men. 
All performers will be  
“black face” in this half of 
the program.             
 	

Last week’s trivia questions:
What two pro football teams are tied 

for the most Super Bowl wins? Answer: 
The New England Patriots and Pittsburgh 
Steelers have both won six Super Bowls 

(not including this year’s game). The 
Dallas Cowboys and San Francisco 49’ers have both 

won five Super Bowls.
What two pro football teams are tied for the most 
Super Bowl losses? Answer: The New England 

Patriots and Denver Broncos have both lost five Super 
Bowls. The Minnesota Vikings and Buffalo Bills have 

both lost four Super Bowls.
*****

This week’s trivia questions:
This Saturday, Feb. 14, is Valentine’s Day. In what 

country is it a tradition for women to give chocolates 
to men on Valentine’s Day?

The 2026 Winter Olympics kicked off on Friday, 
Feb. 6, with the Opening Ceremony in Milan, Italy. 
What country has hosted the most Winter Olympic 

Games?
*****

Feb. 11 is National Guitar Day, and National 
Inventor’s Day; Feb. 12 is Hug Day; Feb. 13 is 

National Cheddar Day, and World Radio Day; Feb. 14 
is Valentine’s Day; Feb. 15 is World Hippo Day; Feb. 
16 is President’s Day; Feb. 17 is National Cabbage 

Day.
*****

This week is Celebration of Love Week, Freelance 
Writer’s Appreciation Week, National Hero Week, and 

Jell-O Week.
*****

Funny personal ads posted by women:
Single woman looking for solid relationship. You 

must be between the ages of 30 and 45, own your own 
home, and have a steady job with income to meet or 

exceed mine ($49,000). Looking a little like Brad Pitt 
would be a big plus in your favor.

Needed quick! Date to family reunion. Three days, 
all expenses paid. Looking for man who is 30-45, 
tall, healthy, and smart. Must be comfortable with 

strangers, able to play endless hours of frisbee, and not 
a vegetarian. Please don’t respond if you don’t think 

you can pretend to be my boyfriend.
I hate most men. I am looking for the man who can 

change my opinion.
*****

The first Winter Olympic Games were in 1924 and 
were held in Chamonix, France.

In the early years of the Winter Olympics, animals 
participated in demonstration events, such as dog-
sledding in 1932 and “skijoring” in 1928, where 

athletes were towed on skis by horses.
*****

The town of Valentine, Nebraska is decorated 
with painted hearts on the sidewalks and on the 
candy-red street signs. As the self-proclaimed 

“Heart City,” some restaurants even offer heart-
shaped steaks.

Valentine is the county seat of Cherry County 
in Nebraska. Cherry County is approximately 

6,000 square miles, compared to Ida County’s 432 
square miles.

Plumbing, Heating and A/C, Inc.
114 N Commercial, Eagle Grove

515-448-3456

Local Students named 
to President’s and 
Deans’ Lists at 
Drake University

The following local 
students have been 
named to the Deans’ and 
President’s Lists at Drake 
University.

To be eligible for the 
Deans’ List, students must 
have earned a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher during the Fall 2025 
semester at Drake.

To be eligible for the 
President’s List, students 
must have earned a perfect 
4.0 GPA during the Fall 
2025 semester at Drake.

Drake University is 
recognized as one of the 
finest national liberal arts 
universities. A distinctive 
and distinguished private 
university in Des Moines, 
Iowa, Drake enrolls nearly 
3,000 undergraduate and 
more than 1,800 graduate 
students. Students choose 
from more than 70 majors, 
minors, and concentrations 
and 20 graduate degrees 
offered through seven 

colleges and schools. In 
addition, Drake offers 
a range of continuing 
education programs serving 
working professionals, 
community members, and 
area businesses. Drake 
recognizes the importance 
of its location in Iowa’s 
capital city and seeks to 
connect its teaching and 
learning to the wealth 
of cultural, recreational, 
and business resources 
it provides. At the same 
time, it weaves global 
thinking and intercultural 
learning into everything it 
does, preparing students 
to lead in an increasingly 
interconnected world.
Belmond, IA  
Aldo Martinez, 
Dean’s List 
Eagle Grove, IA  
Alecia Anderson, 
Dean’s List 
Avery Wepel-Sisson, 
President’s List

Homemade chicken 
soup is ideal for cold 
and flu season

Cold and flu season arrives each year. Though 
there might be little people can do to avoid catching a 
cold or coming down with the flu, certain approaches 
can make it easier to get through a bout with either 
illness. Flu vaccinations have been found to lessen the 
severity of infection with the influenza virus, while 
rest and plenty of fluids can help reduce the length of 
time a cold puts people out of commission.

Knowing what to eat when combatting a cold and 
the flu also can help people treat each virus. Chicken 
soup has long been a go-to when fighting a cold, and 
this recipe for “Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup” 
from Lines+Angles makes a worthy addition to any-
one’s cold- and flu-flighting culinary repertoire.

Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup
Makes 8 servings

1 	 31⁄2-pound whole chicken
10 	cups low-sodium chicken broth
8 	 carrots, peeled and sliced
6 	 stalks celery, trimmed and sliced
3 	 onions, peeled and sliced
2 	 cloves of garlic, peeled and minced
8 	 sprigs fresh parsley
2 	 sprigs fresh thyme
1 	 bay leaf
2 	 tablespoons butter
	 Salt, to taste
	 Freshly cracked black pepper, to taste
12 ounces wide egg noodles

For the chicken stock: 
1. Rinse the chicken inside and out under cold run-

ning water. Place the chicken in a large pot, set over 
medium heat and add the chicken broth. Add 1⁄4 of 
the carrots, 1⁄3 of the celery and 1⁄3 of the onions. 
Add the garlic, 2 sprigs parsley, thyme, bay leaf and 
enough water to just cover the chicken. Bring broth to 
a boil, reduce heat and simmer for about 11⁄4 hours, or 
until chicken is very tender, skimming any foam from 
the surface of the broth. 

2. Remove chicken from broth and place in a colan-
der to drain and cool. Strain the broth through a very 
fine mesh strainer into a large, clean soup pot. Discard 
the vegetables used to flavor the stock. 

For the soup: 
1. Skim any fat off the top of the strained broth. 
2. Remove and discard the skin and bones from the 

chicken and cut the meat into bite-sized pieces; set 
aside. 

3. Melt the butter in a large Dutch oven set over me-
dium heat. Add the remaining carrots, celery and on-
ions and cook for about 7 minutes or until the onions 
are translucent. Add the chicken pieces and chicken 
stock, season with salt and pepper. Bring soup to a 
simmer and cook for about 30 minutes or until the 
vegetables are tender. 

4. Chop the remaining parsley; add the parsley and 
egg noodles, stirring frequently. Cook for 8 to 10 ad-
ditional minutes or until the noodles are tender. 

5. Ladle into soup bowls and serve hot.  

Clip and Save

www.clarionnewsonline.com

$64.00
For one year Local.

$71.00 
For one year out of the area.

$59.00 
For Digital Edition only.

$77.00
For one year local.

$79.00
For one year out of the area.

$68.00
For Digital Edition

Get a Subscription today!

$77.00
For one year 

local.

$79.00
For one year out 

of the area.

$68.00 
For Digital

 Edition

Mail to: Wright County Monitor 9 Second St. • Hampton, IA 50441
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Notices
NOTICE: Garage door 
sales, service and repairs. 
Farm, home and commercial 
garage doors and operators. 
For prompt service, phone 
Mike Sampson in Kanawha 
at 641-762-3330               

FOR RENT
FOR RENT: KANAWHA 
APTS. 2BR/1BA $450. 
1BR/1BA $375. Updated 
Property, New Appliances, 
on site Laundry. Landlord 
Pays Water and Sewer. 
CALL  AL 641-494-7965  

FOR RENT
1&2 BD Apartments in 
Goldfield.  62 and older 
or disabled/handicapped 

at any age. Income 
Based, rental assistance if 
qualified. Contact Connor 
Management & Real 
Estate, LLC 641-435-4788/
lkconnor@connormgt.com
Equal Housing Opportunity 
Provider. 

Contact: Katie Phillips
to Advertise! 641-790-1841 or
sales@wrightcountymonitor.com

Classifieds

Legal Notices ...............................Noon Friday
Classifieds............................. 1:00 a.m. Friday 
Display Ads ............................ 1:00 a.m.Friday 
Submitted News ...........................Noon Friday
Obituaries .................................... Noon Monday 

DeaDline:

FOR RENT
Lantern Park Apartments

RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
Featuring, 1 and 2 bedroom apartments with water, sewer, and trash removal 
furnished. Laundry facilities and off-street parking available. Must meet income 
and occupancy guidelines. Applications are available 24 hours a day at:

601 2nd St. SE, Clarion, IA 50525 | Phone: 515-532-6837 • 641-398-2524
TT: 1-800-735-2942 • Voice 1-800-735-2943

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
www.keywaymanagement.com

Gene Rosenbaum
NMLS #401695

641-494-5822

Find the House That Fits Your Budget
Get ahead with a pre-approval to start searching

for the home you know you can afford. 

First Citizens Bank
315 Central Ave E • Clarion

myfcb.bank/personal-home-loansNMLS #401453

2x3_WCM_GeneRealEstateBW_2026_HomeSearch.indd   1 2/5/2026   10:34:41 AM

Hard Work Pays Off for Cowboy Hoops Team
Sports

Tristan Kakacek is averaging 4.7 PPG and 1.4 SPG this 
season for the 13-6 Cowboys. (Photo by Taylor Smith)

Taylor Smith, 
Sports Editor

Last Monday night, the 
Cowboy basketball team 
started their week with a 
North Central Conference 
away game against the Alg-
ona Bulldogs (11-5 overall, 
4-4 conference). 

Huxley Lingenfelter 
had 15 points, 10 rebounds, 
and three steals, but sadly, 
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
fell, 69-53. 

Tristan Kakacek added 
seven points, six rebounds, 
four assists, and two steals. 

On Thursday, CGD trav-
eled to Sheffield for a non-
conference matchup vs. 
the West Fork Warhawks 
(8-10).

The Cowboys were able 
to prevent a late Warhawk 

comeback attempt and got 
back into the win column 
after triumphing, 61-59. 

Lane had 27 points on 
55% shooting and secured 
eight rebounds. 

Huxley Lingenfelter 
added 11 points, and Ka-
kacek scored six. 

The boys returned home 
a day later to face rival 
Webster City (2-16, 1-11).

A hot shooting Cowboy 
team would go on an 18-4 
run to end the second quar-
ter and build a 34-20 lead at 
the half.  

Lane scored 16 of his 
team-high 28 points in the 
first half. 

The Lynx, led by the 
junior guard duo of Alex 
Staley and Coyce Bertran, 
stormed back and poured in 

26 in the fourth.  
Then, after a pair of fast-

break baskets, Webster City 
evened things up at 52-52 to 
send the game to overtime.

In OT, the Lynx cap-
tured a 55-53 lead when 
Staley banked in a layup 
with two minutes left on 
the clock.  Lane trimmed 
the advantage to one at the 
charity stripe, and his go-
ahead make at the rim put 
CGD ahead once and for all 
with ten seconds left. 

Huxley Lingenfelter 
scored 13, snagged 12 
boards, and had two steals 
in the 56-55 Cowboy vic-
tory. 

After the win, the Clar-
ion-Goldfield-Dows im-
proved to 13-6 overall and 
7-6 in conference play. 

“It’s been a great season 
for our team,” Head Coach 
Jason Berning commented 
as his team’s regular season 
draws to a close.  “It has 
been a lot of fun watching 
them grow into a highly 
competitive group team.”

“It has taken a lot of 
work to get to this point,” 
he added.  “I’m really hap-
py that their hard work is 
paying off.  The best thing 
about them is they play 
great team basketball and 
are genuinely great team-
mates.  They are a joy to 
coach!”

On Thursday, February 
12, the team will wrap up 
their regular season on the 
road against Southeast Val-
ley (17-1). 
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SPORTS
#2 Cowboys Rout #20 Humboldt to Qualify for State

100-Win Club:
Cowboy Questionnaire
EASTON BEYER | JUNIOR | 175

Who initially talked you into going out for wrestling?
My brothers and I all went out for wrestling when we 	

    were little and stuck with it. 
Who’s your wrestling role model?
Brody Teske.
Other than your 100th win, what was the most       		

	 memorable win of your career?
My district finals match last year.
What are your pre-match rituals?
Playing spikeball and listening to music. 
Who’s your favorite teacher?
Mrs. Stanton. 
What’s the best part about being a Cowboy?
Having good coaches to look up to and having fun 		

    teammates.  
Easton Beyer earned his 100th career win on January 
26 at a home triangular. (Photo by Taylor Smith)

Middle School/High 
School Sports Calendar

Thursday, February 12 
Junior High Girls Wrestling @ Eldora, 4:15 p.m.

7th Grade Boys Basketball @ St. Edmond, 4:15 p.m.
JV/Varsity Boys Basketball @ SE Valley, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 14
Class 2A, District 10 - Varsity Boys Wrestling 

@ WC, 10:00 a.m.
Class 2A, Region 7 - Varsity Girls Basketball 

@ MNW, 7:00 p.m.

Monday, February 16
7th Grade Boys Basketball @ WC, 4:15 p.m.

8th Grade Boys Basketball vs. WC @ CGDMS, 
4:15 p.m.

Tuesday, February 17
7th/8th Grade Boys Basketball @ Algona, 4:15 p.m.

Taylor Smith, 
Sports Editor

	On February 3rd, Clar-
ion-Goldfield-Dows High 
School was the host site for 
a regional dual featuring 
three powerhouse 2A wres-
tling programs.

#20 Humboldt would 
eke out a 37-32 over #19 
Denver to earn the right to 
face #2 Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows and their powerful 

Estuardo Lopez defeated Carson Ireland via technical 
fall to give CGD an 11-0 lead early on. (Photo: Taylor 
Smith)

Reed Campbell had a 32-second pin against Humboldt. 
(Photo: Taylor Smith)

Adrian Phetxoumphone pinned Henry Kramer in just 
36 seconds. (Photo: Taylor Smith)

Ryan Hartwig gets his hand raised after a technical fall 
at 138-pounds.  (Photo: Taylor Smith)

buzzsaw of a lineup.
The winner of CGD vs. 

Humboldt would qualify for 
the state duals in Coralville. 

	A year ago, the Cowboys 
advanced to state after de-
feating Humboldt in their 
own house, 38-37.

	In Tuesday’s rematch, 
CGD left no doubt and 
steamrolled Humboldt, 70-
9. 

	Cole  Wibhol m 

(106-pounds), Paxton Re-
denius (120), and Adrian 
Phetxoumphone (126) all 
collected pins as CGD 
jumped to a 23-0 lead. 

After pinning Hum-
boldt’s Owen Stattel-
man in just 19-seconds, 
132-pounder Linden 
Phetxoumphone let out a 
scream of joy in front of the 
Clarion crowd and gestured 
for his home fans to get out 

of their seats.  The Cowboy 
faithful obliged, and crowd 
favorite Reed Campbell 
gave CGD another fall at 
144-pounds. 

	Estuardo Lopez (113) 
and Ryan Hartwig (138) 
won via technical fall, and 
Dawson Beyer (150) had a 
fall against his Wildcat op-
ponent as CGD advanced to 
state.

Cowboys Bring Home Hardware 
from State Duals

The team shows off their third place trophy at Xtream Arena in Coralville. (Photo by Kristen Beyer)

Paxton Redenius battles EBF’s Simon Bettis. (Photo: 
Addison McMurray)

Ryland Morgan won two major decisions at state duals. 
(Photo: Addison McMurray)

The Cowboys celebrate with Adrian Phetxoumphone 
after his win over third-ranked Slater Thomas. (Photo: 
Addison McMurray)

Taylor Smith, 
Sports Editor

	After qualifying for 
state duals in dominant 
fashion, the (2A) #2 Clar-
ion-Goldfield-Dows boys 
wrestling program took 
the trip to Xtream Arena in 
Coralville to battle the best 
the state has to offer. 

	The Cowboys would 
face North Central Confer-

ence representative (2A) #8 
Algona on Saturday morn-
ing.

“In the quarterfinals 
against Algona, we came 
out and wrestled really 
well,” said Coach Cory Yo-
der after the meet.  “It was 
pretty much the outcome 
we expected, and the score 
was about the same as the 
first dual.  It was great to 

get out to a fast start and 
leave no doubt who was the 
better team.”

Cole  Wibhol m 
(106-pounds), Estuardo 
Lopez (113), Paxton Re-
denius (120), Adrian 
Phetxoumphone (126), Lin-
den Phetxoumphone (132), 
and Ryan Hartwig (138) 
rattled off six straight Cow-
boys wins to kick off the 

dual.  
The boys went on to win, 

50-18, over seven-seed Al-
gona, setting up for an af-
ternoon showdown against 
#3 Eddyville-Blakesburg-
Fremont. 

“Against EBF, we 
came out flat,” Coach Yo-
der continued.  “Against 
a very good team, that 
can’t happen.  Adrian 

Phetxoumphone got us 
on the board with a big 
4-1 overtime win over 
#3-ranked Slater Thomas, 
and I thought the momen-
tum was shifting towards 
our team.  They took it right 
back, and we never recov-
ered.  They are a very good 
team, but when you are not 
ready to wrestle, things like 
this happen.”

Ryland Morgan won 
a 17-3 major decision at 
175-pounds for CGD, and 
Linden Phetxoumphone 
(138), Easton Beyer (190), 
and JT Kelso (285) all re-
ceived forfeits. 

Eddyville-Blakesburg-
Fremont prevailed, 41-25.

After the heartbreaking 
loss, the Cowboys would 
face five-seed Indepen-
dence for a shot at third 
place.

Wibholm won an 8-7 
decision, Lopez got a fall, 
and Redenius notched a de-
cision to give CGD a 12-0 

lead. 
Linden Phetxoumphone 

(132) and Colin Sesker 
(157) had pins, and Hartwig 
won by tech fall.

The Cowboys would top-
ple Independence, 36-23, 
to earn the third place state 
dual trophy for the second 
consecutive season. 

“I loved the resilience of 
our kids coming out, bat-
tling, and finishing third,” 
said Coach Yoder.  “Kudos 
to our kids for bouncing 
back after a tough loss in 
the semifinals.  We didn’t 
reach our goal of winning 
a state championship, but 
placing third the last two 
years is a great accomplish-
ment.”

The Cowboys finish the 
regular season with a record 
of 23-5 and will get back to 
work in the wrestling room 
to prepare for Saturday’s 
district meet in Webster 
City.
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Office:
(563) 864-3333
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Protect your health with free
HIV testing, prevention resources & more!

YOUR JOURNEY STARTS HERE

•  Testing for HIV
•  Testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections (STIs) 

including chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis
•  Testing for hepatitis B and C (for those who qualify)
•  Vaccines for adults, including hepatitis A and B and mpox
•  Referrals for HIV prevention medication (PrEP)
•  Substance use screening and referral
•  Free condoms and safer sex supplies
•  Free naloxone and supplies for reducing harms related to substance 

use
Visit the Cerro Gordo Public Health website to learn more about  
testing services [and make your appointment now]:  
https://cghealth.com/services/testing/

Cerro Gordo Public Health supports healthy communities through 
prevention, promotion and protection. They offer the following services:

Schedule your  
appointment now!
• Ways to schedule:
•  Make an appointment online 

at https://cghealth.com/
• Call (641) 421-9300
•  Visit our office to make an 

appointment in person!
•  All services are completely 

confidential.

2570 4th St SW Ste 1 
Mason City, IA 50401

Aerial views
Bruce Voigts, Aerial Photographer (Photos taken February 6, 2026)

Ice fishing may soon change on Lake Cornelia with the 
warmer weather forecasted.   However, on 2-6-26, it 
was doing well with ice houses and vehicles on the ice. 

The snow delineates the newly installed tile lines used 
to drain excess water from the farm field.  

The Sport of Kings

This is my peregrine in her first year, brown bird 
plumage.  Like all peregrines, she loves to fly.  (Photos: 
Lowell Washburn)

Currently in her third season, my falcon has molted 
into beautiful adult plumage.  She has become a 
confident hunter and a loyal partner.

Lowell Washburn
Commonly referred to 

as The Sport of Kings, 
falconry is defined as the 
pursuit of wild game with 
trained raptors.  Doesn’t 
matter if your current 
protege is a red-tail, 
goshawk, or peregrine 
falcon, training a wild bird-
of-prey to accept you as a 
trusted hunting partner is 
a step by step process with 
each bird bringing its own 
unique personality and 
providing its own set of 
challenges.

Training a bird for 
falconry has two major 
milestones.  The first is 
having your bird return 
following its first free flight.  
The second is the day you 
take your first head of wild 
game.  Taking wild game 
represents a life changing 
event, firmly cementing the 
bond between earth bound 
trainer and free flying 
raptor.  In most cases, the 
first successful hunt is a 
joyous occasion that results 
in bringing home a rabbit, 
pheasant, or wild duck.

There are exceptions, of 
course.  One of my most 
memorable occurred three 
winters ago while training a 
young-of-the-year, female 
peregrine that I was trying 

coming from somewhere 
within the building site.  
As I followed the ever 
strengthening beeps, my 
ongoing progress was 
monitored by three or four 
friendly cats.  I wondered 
if those cats had witnessed 
any speeding birds passing 
by.

Upon rounding the 
corner of a steel building 
some minutes later, I was 
greeted to the sight of 
a rolling procession of 
brightly colored, wind 
driven pheasant feathers.  
Although the telemetry was 
really pounding now, the 
electronics were no longer 
needed.  I simply followed 
the feather trail to where, 
concealed behind a huge 
snow drift, my precious 
peregrine was standing 
atop a recently deceased, 
long tailed rooster.  Praise 
God!

Still a bit out of 
breath and sweaty, I was 
completely frazzled.  By 
contrast, the falcon was 
calm and collected; looking 
up at me as if to say, “What 
took you so long?”  

Because of my lengthy 
delay, the hawk had already 
eaten more of the pheasant 
than I would normally 
permit.  But in this case, 
I didn’t care – she was 
welcome to my portion too.   
It had been a hair raising 
flight and she had earned 
the meal.  I was just thrilled 
over her safe recovery.  

Dean returned home 
about the time I was getting 
back to the truck.  Driving 
a tractor from the machine 
shed, we hooked a chain 
onto my vehicle and had it 
back on the road in seconds.  
In more than forty years 
of falconry, this remains 
the most harrowing, first 
successful flight on game 
that I’ve ever had.

Now in her third winter, 
the peregrine has become a 
confident hunter and a loyal 
partner.  A joy to fly, I love 
her dearly.  Once again, 
falconry is feeling like the 
Sport of Kings. 

Enjoy more wildlife 
tales online at Washburn’s 
Outdoor Journal at 
iawildlife.org/blog

to make into a pheasant 
hawk.  Strong of wing and 
in superb condition, the 
young falcon was flying 
great.  But she had not yet 
learned to stay in position, 
remaining high overhead 
while I attempted to flush 
wild quarry.  Instead the 
bird loved to wander 
far and wide.  Although 
she was providing some 
spectacular observations, 
her current style was not 
conducive to bagging 
wild pheasants.  Once the 
crouching birds determined 
that the falcon had drifted 
far enough away to where 
they couldn’t be caught, 
the pheasants would blow 
for the nearest heavy cover.  
The peregrine would 
immediately give chase 
but, in just the nick of time, 
the birds would reach their 
destination and disappear 
into thick vegetation.  This 
happened time and again 
until, one day, the tables 
turned.

While driving along 
a gravel road south of 
Ventura, I spotted a pair 
of roosters sitting in a 
snowy fenceline on the 
Dean Josten farm where 
I had permission to hunt.  
Not wanting to alert the 
pheasants prematurely, I 

continued down the road 
until out of sight.  After 
releasing the falcon, she 
began her usual routine of 
wandering the sky.  When 
she finally headed back 
in my direction, I began a 
cautious approach toward 
the fence.  The roosters 
stayed put and it appeared 
as if this might finally be the 
flight we had been waiting 
for.  Before long, the 
pinned pheasants could not 
only see the approaching 
falcon, but could now see 
me as well.  Aware of the 
developing situation, one 
of the roosters lost his nerve 
and launched into the air.  
The peregrine immediately 
gave chase, coming across 
the winter sky in a long, 
slanting dive.  If only 
the pheasant had held for 
another minute or two.

It quickly became 
apparent where the rooster 
was headed – a thick stand 
of cover located to the 
side of Dean’s farmstead.  
As the flight progressed, 
it quickly developed into 
a spectacular high-speed, 
high-stakes, all for nothing 
chase with each bird flying 
as hard as it could go.  
The peregrine had began 
closing the gap, and it was 
going to be another too-
close-to-call, photo finish 
contest.  The speeding 
rooster appeared to agree 
with this assessment.  
With its destination still 
a hundred yards distant, 
the pheasant began to 
rapidly lose altitude while 
looking for an alternate 
plan.  Within seconds, 
both birds disappeared into 
the building site with the 
peregrine still hot on the 
rooster’s tail.

This was not good.  With 
a lengthy list of potential 
dangers – which include 
high voltage power poles, 
cats, dogs, and other 
hazards – rural building 
sites are not a safe place for 
hawks to sit.  Heading back 
for my vehicle, I sprinted 
until I ran out of breath and 
was forced to slow my pace 
to a walk.  Finally reaching 
the Suburban, I sped for the 
farmstead.  My falcon was 
outfitted with an electronic 
locator which is used to 
recover “lost hawks” in 
occasions such as this.  
Upon reaching the building 
site, I looked down to 

switch on the telemetry.  In 
the second it took to do that, 
my front wheel slipped off 
the edge of the gravel.  The 
rear wheel followed, and 
I ended up with my truck 
frame high centered on the 
edge of the roadbed.  Just 
a few yards from Dean’s 
driveway, I was hopelessly 
stuck.    

But I could worry about 
the truck later.  Right now, 
I desperately needed to 
find my falcon – hopefully 
sitting nearby, alive and 
well.  While struggling to 
exit my tilted vehicle, I 
must have bumped the lock.  
And as gravity swung the 
door shut, I could heard the 
sickening sound of all four 
doors locking behind me.  
Worst of all, the telemetry 
set that I needed to locate 
the hawk was still sitting 
on the seat behind those 
locked doors.  

My afternoon adventure 
was no longer feeling like 
the Sport of Kings.  

In a growing state of 
panic, I began running 
around the buildings 
searching for any sign of 
the missing hawk.  There 
wasn’t any, and I began to 
wonder if the pheasant had 
made it to cover and if my 
bird had kept on rocketing 
to who knows where.  She 
was, after all, still in the 
early stages of training.  I 
had to get into that truck.  

No one was home at the 
farm, and I began looking 
for a heavy length of wire 
with which to burglarize my 
vehicle.  I eventually found 
a suitable piece, and with 
some effort managed to free 
one of the locks without 
breaking any windows.  
Grabbing the telemetry, 
I was elated to receive a 
strong transmitter signal 

Clarion, in the Winter of 2026.  Not much snow left.  
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