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Local Perspective on
Hydrogen Exploration

Clarion native explains the science; residents submit questions to drilling company
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Melissa Evans is a Clarion
native, graduating from
Clarion High School in
1995, and an industry ex-
pert who has spent about
20 years working in sub-

surface science. Evans
says her interest in geol-
ogy started early, sparked
by fishing trips with her
father and time spent col-
lecting rocks while grow-
ing up in Clarion. (Photo
provided)

Amanda Rink,
Editor

Recent drilling activ-
ity in Wright County has
brought new attention to
the exploration efforts of
the hydrogen company,
Koloma.

To better report on the
public’s interest and con-
cerns, The Wright County
Monitor asked residents in
the area to gather and sub-
mit questions to us, which
we then sent directly to
Koloma.

But it also helps to hear
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Two technicians steady a length of drill pipe on the rig floor. (Photo: Koloma)

from someone who not only
knows the exploration first-
hand, like Kristen Delano
with Koloma, who is an-
swering questions directly,
but also someone who
knows the area because
they originated here.

Melissa Evans is a Clar-
ion native, graduating from
Clarion High School in
1995, and an industry ex-
pert who has spent about 20
years working in subsur-
face science. Most of her
adult life was spent in Tex-
as before moving to Mason
City in 2020.

“Wells are drilled when
exploring for anything in
the subsurface, like you're
seeing Koloma do right
now, and a lot of tools and

equipment are sent into that
borehole to acquire data,”
Evans stated. “I interpret
that data to determine what
rocks and minerals and flu-
ids or gas are down there
and if they can be easily
extracted.”

Evans says her interest
in geology started early,
sparked by fishing trips
with her father and time
spent collecting rocks while
growing up in Clarion.

“My parents got me
a rock tumbler, and from
there, my interest in rocks
grew. It wasn’t until I was
a junior at the Univer-
sity of Iowa, though, that I
changed my major to geo-
science and started off on
the subsurface career path,”

she shared.

As reported in The
Wright County Monitor
and confirmed by Evans
herself, much of today’s ex-
ploration interest is focused
on a geologic feature called
the Mid-Continent Rift
(MCR). This rift formed
millions of years ago when
the North American con-
tinent began to drift apart,
but never fully split.

In Iowa, the rift con-
tains thick layers of iron-
rich volcanic rock, which
researchers believe may be
able to naturally produce
hydrogen through a process
called serpentinization. In
simple terms, that process

happens when water reacts
continued on page 2

Amanda Rink,
Editor
When Kari Hender-

son comes into work each
morning, she knows she
will be feeding a house
full... well, a hospital full.
Kari, Dietary Leader at
Clarion’s Iowa Specialty
Hospital, along with one of
her team members, Izaac
Morris, is the latest Wright
County at Work feature.

If you've ever eaten at
the Iowa Specialty Hospital
cafe, The Wildflower, you
already know this isn’t your
typical hospital food story.

Kari has been part of the
food service team for 15
years. She holds a bache-
lor’s degree in Human Ser-
vices with a focus on Child
and Family Services and is
a Certified Dietary Manag-
er (CDM), Certified Food
Protection Professional
(CFPP), and is current on
all ServSafe food-handling
requirements. But creden-
tials aside, it’s clear Kari’s
real focus is on people.

Hospital food doesn’t al-
ways have the best reputa-
tion, but that’s something
Kari and her team work
hard to challenge every day.

“We spend a lot of time
planning menus around
culture and meetings with
several people from differ-
ent parts of the hospital,”
she shared with The Wright
County Monitor. “We also
have an attached Indepen-
dent and Assisted Living
facility, so a lot of the older
generation is glad to share
their insight as well.”

That collaboration shows
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Wright County at Work

“Wright County at Work™” is a bimonthly series highlighting the businesses
and people who keep our communities running. From Clarion to towns across the county,
the goal is to showcase the services and stories that make Wright County strong.

A Wildly Different Kind

of Hospital Food

Kari Henderson and her team at the Wildflower Cafe located inside Iowa Specialty
Hospital in Clarion. Back Row, Left to Right: Barb Tanner, Elisa Medina, Kend-
rek Torres, Kari Henderson, Izaac Morris, Mark Echelberger, Jordan Harrah, Lief
Bentley. Front Row, Left to Right: Mary Eekhoff, Gloria Bittner, Emily Strait, Chris
Zapata, Trisha Jaacks (Photo: Amanda Rink)

up on the menu. Over the
years, several items have
become local favorites,
meals people ask about by
name and look forward to
seeing come back around.

Kari shared a few memo-
rable items: “Red Pepper
Gouda soup, our Crispy
Chicken Bowl, and in the 15
years I’ve been here, we’ve
never missed a Christmas
with Prime Rib or a New
Year’s with Oyster Stew,”
Kari said. “And bacon is
huge here. We use one spe-
cific brand, and if we ever
have to change it, people
notice immediately.”

The cafe serves a mix of
people every day, from hos-

pital staff starting early to
visitors stopping in during
stressful moments, patients
staying on the floor, resi-
dents from the Independent
(IL) or Assisted Living
(AL) community, and even
those just coming to eat.
Because the food is really
that good.

The Wildflower opens
at 7:00 in the morning with
a full hot breakfast and
yogurt bar until 9:30. At
11:00, the cafe switches to
lunch, serving a full salad
bar, a hot meal, and grab-
and-go options. Hot meals
are served until 7:00 at
night. For patients, the hos-
pital also offers a room ser-

vice menu where they can
choose what to eat during
their stay.

“Our staff is trained to
bounce between stations
and help wherever needed,”
Kari explained. “Serving
food out front, running
trays to patients, or helping
AL/IL residents, everyone
goes above and beyond for
patient satisfaction.”

One tradition that contin-
ues, with a small update, is
the special meal offered to
parents after a baby is born.
While the cake has been
replaced with cheese cake,
families now receive a baby
bag, with a bib that reads I

continued on page 2

Wright County
Supervisors
Act on Roads,
Insurance,
and Housing

Updates

Amanda Rink,
Editor

February 2, 2026 - The Wright County Board
of Supervisors met in regular session on Monday,
approving a road contract, local agreements, employee
health insurance options, and hearing updates on
housing improvement efforts across the county.

The Supervisors also went into a closed session to
“review the performance of the engineer and to evaluate
the [professional] competency of an individual whose
appointment, hiring, performance, or discharge is
being considered when necessary to prevent needless
and irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation
and that individual requests a closed session.”

Following regular approvals, the board voted to
approve a new paving contract.

The project includes paving work on C-25 from
R38 to Highway 69, as well as O’Brien Avenue/185th
Street from C-25 to Nelson Avenue, covering both the
North and West sides of the lake. The contract was
awarded to Heartland Asphalt of Mason City, the low
bidder at $1,381,305.33.

Supervisors then approved the 28E agreement
for county road maintenance within the city limits
of Goldfield. Under the agreement, the county will
provide snow removal and summer maintenance
on Davis Avenue entering town from the Northeast,
Dillon Avenue from the South corporate limits, and
210th Street from the East to Davis Avenue.

County Engineer Adam Clemons provided his
routine secondary roads update, noting limited activity
because of winter conditions. Crews focused on shop
work, equipment maintenance, and completing five
work orders. A damaged bridge rail north of Eagle
Grove was also brought up, with Clemons reporting
impacts from large trucks and manure haulers. Repairs
are planned once temperatures allow concrete work.

The board then briefly reviewed and approved health
insurance options for fiscal year 2027, selecting a plan
that increases contributions to the county’s side fund to
better cover higher out-of-pocket maximums.

Under the approved option, single plans will see a
$30 monthly increase to the side fund, and family plans
a $31 increase, while employee premium contributions
will also rise a little. The new plan keeps the existing
benefit structure while keeping enough funding.

Wright County Economic Development Director
Aaron Budweg shared a summary of the Heart of lowa
Regional Housing Trust Fund.

Budweg reported that four housing improvement
projects were completed in Wright County last year,
with work ranging from roofing and windows to water
heaters and doors. Projects were done in Eagle Grove,
Clarion, Belmond, and Goldfield, keeping a balance
of services across the county, Budweg noted. He also
stated that Wright County was the second-largest
recipient of funding in the region, only behind Webster
County.

Budweg said the program currently has about
$88,000 available for future projects and encouraged
residents to spread the word to neighbors who may
need assistance with basic home repairs to prevent
long-term deterioration, which can ultimately affect
county tax revenue.

In other business, the board:

- Approved a liquor license for Oakridge Recreation
Corporation.

The board of Supervisors will meet again on
Monday, February 9, at 9:00 a.m. at the Wright
County Courthouse. This meeting, and past
meetings, can be viewed online at youtube.com/@
WrightCountylowaOfficial8312.

AREA HEADLINES

Belmond

Belmond native Sue Followwill was recently named
Ambassador of the Year in recognition of her 40 years
of service with the Greater Franklin County Chamber
of Commerce.

Dows

The Dows Legion Riders delivered 33 Christmas
stockings to veterans in four care centers and will host
a fundraising dinner February 15 beginning at 11 a.m.
at the Legion building.

Eagle Grove
The Eagle Grove Police Department has welcomed
new officer Ryan Rupiper.

Hampton

A draft chicken ordinance in Hampton would re-
quire a two-year permit and impose restrictions on
property size, inspections, coop placement, flock size,
and prohibit roosters, slaughtering, and egg sales.

“Wright County Navigates a Heavy Flu Season on Page 2.”
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Wright County
at Work

continued from page 1

was born at lowa Specialty Hospital.

When asked about her favorite part of the job, Kari was
upfront, and again, it was mostly about the people she
serves daily and the team she works with: “I enjoy visit-
ing with patients, guests, and residents, hearing what they
liked and didn’t like. And having a team that supports each
other, all working toward the same goal of sending out
good food.”

That team support is obvious when you step behind the
scenes. One of those team members is Izaac Morris, a
cook who has been with the hospital for three years.

Izaac holds an associate degree in business and main-
tains an active food safety certification. His role in the
kitchen is best described as flexible, by design.

“I work as a universal worker, and I’'m also responsible
for placing the kitchen orders,” he said. “My day varies
depending on the shift, which is one of the things I enjoy.”

On any given day, Izaac might be baking, prepping
food, cooking for the next day, assembling and delivering
room-service trays, running the register, stocking kitchen-
ettes throughout the hospital, preparing items for outreach
clinics, or serving meals to residents at The Meadows.

“I'm trained in nearly all kitchen positions, so I'm able
to adapt wherever I'm needed,” he said.

What keeps him coming back to work every day is the
people.

“One of the things I love most about my job is the pa-
tients and the staff I work alongside,” Izaac shared. “It
feels good helping people who truly need our services,
whether they’re sick, having a baby, recovering from sur-
gery, or just relying on us for convenience and comfort.”

As for his favorite menu item? “Taco salads,” he said,
a true Midwestern. “You can have it in a taco bowl or a
Dorito bag, and we have so many toppings you can add to
make it even better.”

The key to every meal served or treat baked is a team
that understands food in a hospital isn’t only about nutri-
tion; their work is about providing comfort, routine, and a
small bright spot in an otherwise hard day.

Thanks to Kari Henderson and her team, the Wildflow-
er Cafe at Jowa Specialty Hospital in Clarion continues
to be a place people actually look forward to enjoying a
meal at, and that is why they are the latest Wright County
at Work highlight.

Local government
officials raise
concerns about
revenue cap in
property tax
bills

Advocates of tax relief praise 2% revenue

limit in House GOP’s and governor’s plans
Robin Opsahl,
lowa Capital Dispatch

Though lawmakers at the Iowa Capitol are still far
from reaching a consensus on property tax legislation,
House lawmakers heard from lobbyists for local govern-
ments and advocacy groups about the House Republi-
cans’ and governor’s proposals Thursday.

House Study Bill 596, the House GOP bill, and House
Study Bill 563, the bill from Gov. Kim Reynolds, were
the subjects of back-to-back subcommittee meetings
Thursday. The two measures share several similarities,
such as a 2% revenue cap for local governments with
certain exemptions, as well as provisions related to re-
ducing local entities’ spending by finding efficiencies.
Many of the comments at the meetings about the two
bills came from the same lobbyists who shared similar
praise — or concerns — about the limits on local gov-
ernment revenue.

Lucas Beenken, representing the Iowa State Associa-
tion of Counties and Iowa State Association of County
Supervisors, warned that a 2% cap on revenue would not
necessarily lower tax costs for Iowans in the way law-
makers are intending.

If a county’s general fund is maxed out, Beenken said
counties have a supplemental fund that is “limited by
use,” but is not limited by a levy rate or dollar amount.
The uses counties are required to pay for are itemized in
Iowa Code, he said, which include services like in-pa-
tient and out-patient substance abuse treatment programs
and county courts.

“What I’'m suggesting to you is to look at the list, as
it’s a lot of things that are required of counties by the
state,” Beenken said. ... All these sorts of things that
counties are forced to pay for, they would then be under
this 2% cap competing against the services at the county
level that the citizens desire to depend on.”

He said a “one size fits all” doesn’t fit for regulating
Iowa communities, which have largely differing income,
business and spending needs.

But groups advocating for tax cuts said they are
strongly in favor of the 2% revenue cap. Chris Hagenow,
president of Iowans for Tax Relief, said his organization
has been in favor of the revenue limit for many years,
and believes this approach is “the best way to begin
bending the cost curve down for Iowans.”

However, Hagenow warned that lawmakers need to
ensure there are not “carveouts” included in this limit,
saying previous laws signed in Iowa intended to lower
property taxes were not effective because they contained
“loopholes” and “back doors” that allowed local govern-
ments to not abide by the limits set by the state.

“We’ve seen in well-intentioned property tax reform
for the past, is that if there are escape hatches, that they
will be found and used,” Hagenow said.

House File 718, signed into law in 2023, included caps
on levy rates for local governments. Rep. Larry McBur-
ney, D-Urbandale, said the 2023 law’s precedent shows
the new proposed revenue cap would not “accomplish
what this Legislature is looking for at all” in lowering
property taxes, and said adding mechanism for local
governments to go above the cap when inflation sur-
passes 2% is an “absolute must” if these proposals move
forward.

While the two bills have some overlapping ideas,
there are many distinct differences. The governor’s bill
contains measures limiting the use of Tax Increment Fi-
nancing (TIF) districts, requiring property tax assess-
ments to be conducted every three years instead of every
two years, and moving up the timeline for using Secure
an Advanced Vision for Education (SAVE) funds for
property tax relief.

Local officials criticize governor’s election changes

Reynolds’ proposal would also eliminate election
mandates for county treasurers, auditors and recorders

continued on page 8

Hydrogen Exploration
continued from page

in early drilling stages, like
what is happening right
now in Wright County. Ev-
ans shared that getting in
the early stages of some-
thing like the exploration
happening now in the area
is “exciting.” But she also
stressed that it can be chal-
lenging as Iowans navigate
new land use, “pore space
issues.” But over she is
“grateful that my Wright
County folks are asking
important questions, and
really trying to understand
the situation and potential
outcomes.”

“Hydrogen is naturally
occurring and abundant, so
the potential for scalabil-
ity is huge,” she continued.
“Hydrogen is also easily in-
terchangeable with natural
gas in many instances, such
as in industrial processes,
thereby removing the car-
bon component.”

When asked what advice
she would offer to those in
Clarion interested in the ex-
ploration, she stated simply:
“Be involved and knowl-
edgeable about what’s go-
ing on in your community.”

With that advice at the
forefront, the following
0&A with Koloma focuses
on community concerns
and other questions.

Are any groundwater
aquifers compromised by
the drilling?

No, surface casing is in-
stalled after conductor cas-
ing to isolate and protect
groundwater aquifers from
any potential contact with
drilling or reservoir fluids.

Placement of surface
casing is governed by the
Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources requirements
to ensure environmental
and safety standards are
met during drilling.

How will the well be
capped/closed?

When the well is perma-
nently closed, a “surface
cement plug” is installed
as the final step to seal the
well. A cast iron bridge
plug is set , and a solid col-
umn of cement is placed
from the surface down
roughly 50-100 feet to cre-
ate a permanent barrier that
protects groundwater and
prevents any future flow up
the wellbore.

The cement is pumped
into place in a controlled
way to ensure there are no
gaps or voids. Once it hard-
ens, the remaining casing
is cut below plow level and
the site is reclaimed.

If hydrogen is found,
how is it transported?
Pipeline or truck?

If hydrogen is found,
new facilities may be con-
structed directly next to the
hydrogen discovery for use.
Using the hydrogen on-site
to generate power would
limit the need to transport
it elsewhere.

In cases where it does
need to be moved, the hy-
drogen could be converted
into more easily transport-
ed products, such as low-
carbon sustainable aviation
fuel or ammonia for fertil-
izer.

J [i?

Clarion. The hydrogen drill site has turned the quiet stretch of farmland into the
only hub in Iowa searching for hydrogen. (Photo: Koloma)

Are the tailings flushed
with water?

Our operations do not
produce tailings in the
same way the mining in-
dustry does. Our opera-
tions produce drill cuttings,
which are stored in bins on
location, then loaded onto
trucks and hauled off for
disposal at a landfill. The
rest are kept for analysis
and shipped off to labora-
tories or other repositories,
such as the Iowa Geologic
Survey.

What does the drill pit
look like?

We do not utilize drill-
ing pits. All of the drilling
fluid is contained inside
specialized tanks designed
to hold it. At the end of the
job, the drilling fluid is
hauled away to an autho-
rized disposal site.

How big is the dome?

At this stage of explora-
tion, the exact size of the
underground  hydrogen
structure, often referred
to as a “dome”, is not yet
known. Determining its
size will require additional
drilling, along with de-
tailed geophysical surveys
and reservoir engineering
studies. These steps help
geoscientists understand
how far the structure ex-
tends underground and how
much hydrogen it may con-
tain.

These activities are de-
signed to gather informa-
tion before any long-term
development decisions are
made. This step-by-step
approach is standard in
early exploration and helps
ensure that potential devel-
opment is well understood
and responsibly managed.

What is the end prod-
uct?

Natural hydrogen can be
the Swiss Army knife solu-
tion to our growing energy
needs. It has multiple clean
energy applications, includ-
ing power generation, long-
haul trucking fuel, and
industrial uses like steel
manufacturing.

The most exciting thing
for Iowa is that natural
hydrogen enables cost-
effective, clean ammonia
production for fertilizer,
supporting local farmers,
lowering food costs, and al-
lowing fertilizer to be pro-
duced domestically.

How fast is the drill-
ing?

Drilling can vary from
a few feet per hour of drill-
ing to hundreds of feet per
hour, all depending on the
type of rock being drilled.

Where is the compa-
ny at right now with the
search and drilling?

We are roughly 75% fin-
ished with our desired drill-
ing efforts for this current
operation. Once drilling
concludes, data collected
from well cuttings, down-
hole logs, and geophysical
surveys will be analyzed to
determine the next phase of
exploration in this region

How many workers are
at the site at any given
time?

There are 12-15 rig per-
sonnel and technical ex-
perts on site

How far down will the
drill be and how wide is the
hole?

The well was permit-
ted to be drilled as deep as
12,000 ft. The hole is 7-7/8”
in diameter, similar in size
to a personal pan pizza.

What is the tempera-
ture and atmospheric
pressure at the bottom of
the drilling hole?

The exact temperature
and pressure conditions at
the bottom of the drilling
hole will not be known un-
til drilling is completed and
downbhole logging tools are
run. These tools are stan-
dard in drilling operations
and are used to directly
measure subsurface condi-
tions such as temperature,
pressure, and rock proper-
ties.

What are the dimen-
sions of the casing?

The surface casing is 13-
3/8”. The intermediate cas-
ing is 9-5/8”.

How does this benefit
the greater good of the
people?

A commercial-grade
natural hydrogen resource
in Wright County and the
surrounding area would
benefit the community in
multiple ways.

First, the most likely
end use for that hydrogen
would be for the production
of anhydrous ammonia, a
key component of fertilizer
that is critical for Iowa’s
lucrative farming industry.
Adding supply in the region
where it is in the highest
demand will drop prices,
benefiting the entire farm-

ing community.

Second, significant nat-
ural hydrogen resources
will create jobs and more
prosperity. Third, natural
hydrogen resources will
increase local and state
tax revenue, creating more
funding for schools, health-
care, local infrastructure,
and other needs.

In the U.S., landowners
own what’s above and be-
low their land, and Koloma
works directly with them.

All participation is vol-
untary; our footprint is
minimal, and landowners
will have a major stake in
any profits. As a company,
we do not have eminent
domain authority, and we
work closely with landown-
ers and local communities
to explore responsibly and
be good neighbors.

While it is too early to
determine to what extent
the hydrogen resources in
Iowa are commercial grade
or how large they are, we
believe there is significant
potential and are excited to
work with the local com-
munity in Wright County
and the state to help these
benefits come about.

What would it take to
have Koloma come look at
my ground for hydrogen?

The study of geology
and geophysical data in
the region points us to the
best places to explore for
hydrogen. If an area is de-
termined to be a strong can-
didate for exploration, land-
owners may be contacted
by our agents, notifying
them that we wish to col-
lect geologic or geophysical
data.

When they take out
hydrogen, what do they
replace it with? Used oil?

The hydrogen is not re-
placed after extraction. The
tiny pore spaces in the rock
where hydrogen was stored
are gradually filled by sur-
rounding, naturally occur-
ring formation water, and
natural subsurface pressure
balances over time.

Editor Amanda Rink
extends many thanks to the
Rowan Lions Club, Rhona
Benton, Bruce Voigts, and
others involved but not
publicly mentioned, for
gathering these questions
and for always being such
supportive readers.

lliness Keeps Students Home
as Wright County
Navigates a Heavy Flu Season

Amanda Rink,
Editor

On a recent morning at
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows
(CGD) Elementary and
Middle School, empty
desks told a familiar story.

Several students were
missing, not because of
snow days, which is nor-
mal to see in January in
Iowa, but because illness
has been ripping through
classrooms and homes
across town. Wright Coun-
ty Public Health officials
say what families, teachers,
and community members
are experiencing locally
reflects a broader seasonal
trend.

Sandra McGrath, a
registered nurse and pub-
lic health administrator
for Wright County Public
Health, said the county, not
just Clarion or CGD, is see-
ing higher levels of respira-
tory illness, largely driven

by influenza.

According to McGrath,
during the final week of
January, flu activity is cur-
rently very high, while CO-
VID-19 and RSV remain at
moderate levels. Influenza
A is the predominant strain
circulating, and the current
season is tracking similarly
to last year’s flu season.
Flu season typically runs
from October through May,
meaning illness-related ab-
sences could continue into
the spring.

Statewide data reflects
what is being felt locally.
Schools across Iowa are re-
porting absenteeism rates
of 10 percent or higher,
with most absences tied to
influenza or COVID-19.
Public health officials con-
sider sustained absenteeism
at that level a sign of sig-
nificant community spread.

For students at Clarion-
Goldfield-Dows Elemen-

tary and Middle School, the
impact of illness is often
first seen in the nurse’s of-
fice.

Megan Lingenfelter,
the district’s elementary
and middle school nurse,
said there have been sev-
eral days over the past two
weeks when illness-related
visits and absences spiked
higher than usual.

“We’ve had a few days
in the past two weeks that
had about 50 percent more
illness compared to those
same days last year,” Lin-
genfelter said. “Looking
at other randomly selected
days last January and this
January, though, the num-
bers appear to be similar.”

Iowa schools are re-
quired to notify the Iowa
Department of Health and
Human Services when ill-
ness-related absences reach
10 percent or more of the
student body. CGD reports

absenteeism  separately
at the elementary, middle
school, and high school lev-
els.

Lingenfelter said the
highest reported absentee
rate in the past two weeks
was 16 percent, but those
numbers declined toward
the end of the last week in
January, a sign, she said,
that the surge may be slow-
ing.

The illnesses keeping
students home are consis-
tent with what health of-
ficials are seeing county-
wide. “The largest portion
of children and adults that
are ill are reporting Influ-
enza A,” Lingenfelter said,
along with some cases of
COVID-19 and strep throat.

To reduce the spread,
CGD schools rely on every-
day practices made more in-
tentional during flu season.

Students are encouraged to
continued on page 5
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Letters to the Editor

I took sports pictures for
the Wright County Monitor
for four years while in high
school and junior college.
Editor Bill Hauser always
said a good picture was
worth a 1000 words. This
week, the Internet was full
of a picture of a little 5 year
old boy with a cute bunny
hat with ears sticking out
and a Spiderman backpack.

It looked like someone
who has good parents who
take good of him. But he
is being held by an ICE of-

ficer and looks terrified. I
can read at least three dif-
ferent stories from ICE, a
female in the house, and a
school representative. Who
are you going to believe?
Take a look at the picture
and tell me.

This comes after a
37-year-old white female
is killed in Minneapolis.
Again, look at the pictures
and tell me what I see.
There are several versions
going around. I can tell you

what I see. In most plac-
es, it is against the law to
shoot someone in the back
when they are going away
from you and do not pose a
threat. I fail to see what ICE
tells me to see.

Thanks to Bill Hauser
for the job and education.
Also, he made sure to send
me a Wright County Moni-
tor every week I was in
Vietnam. My whole pla-
toon read it.

Dennis Mraz, Clarion

I served as pastor
of the Clarion UCC
congregation from 1996 to
2007. Throughout my 40
years in ministry, I made
a practice of purchasing
a piece of artwork from
a church member at each
congregation I served.

Regrettably, I did not
do this before leaving
Clarion. I am writing in
the hope that someone in
the community may own
a painting by Rose Marie
Draheim, a member of our
congregation, and might
be willing to part with it,

hopefully at a reasonable
price.

If so, I would be deeply
grateful to hear from you.
(reveurt55@gmail.com)

Peace and blessings,

Rev. Curt Miner, Clarion
UCC congregation

The Heartland Museum Monthly

Newsletter

February and the chill of
winter is still here, but the
promise of spring is around
the corner. We are using
these winter months to
make to make plans for the
summer! We do have sev-
eral ideas brewing, which
we hope will encourage you
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to visit us. Most events we
plan do not cost any mon-
ey, so keep watching the
newsletter and the website
and facebook for informa-
tion. Thoughts we have in-
clude our annual used book
sale, a presentation from a
blogger who traveled thru
JTowa, more information on
genealogy, something that
BEARS repeating, and per-
haps a little murder mys-
tery. We will gladly accept
help from volunteers who
think some of this might be
of interest!

Some things just don’t
go out of style. Ground-
hog Day is one of those
- it began in 1840! The
Wright County Monitor
started reporting on the
famous groundhog in the
early 1900’s. This is one
of those fun days America
celebrates. WIIl Puxatawny
Phil (from Pennsylvania)
see his shadow? If he does -
back in his hole he goes and
6 more weeks of winter are
coming. Groundhog day
began as a Pennsylvania
Dutch (German) celebra-
tion that was carried over to
America.

Valentine’s Day goes
even further back - to ac-
tual Saints in the church, to
a celebration of love by the
8 century. It remains a cel-
ebration of love to this day.
Gifts and cards to loved
ones is normal in the states.

The holiday has seen a de-
crease in people celebrat-
ing it over the years, but it
remains a financial boon to
many retailers! If you want
to make Valentine’ Day
special - especially for the
kiddo’s - take the time to
make a handmade valentine
to go with some homemade
cookies! There are plenty
of ideas out there - did any
of you use red construction
paper with paper doilies?
And LOTS of glitter!

A view from the inside

February is National Li-
brary Lover’s Month! We
are highlighting our library
this month. We have some
research material avail-
able, and it won’t cost you
a thing to use the library.
Our shelves hold local in-
formation, state informa-
tion, books on the Civil
War, WWI, WWII, Korean
conflict and Vietnam. We
also have shelves dedicated
to the towns in this county,
which may include high
school photo books or local
cookbooks. Our card file
holds old postcards from
various states, and family
histories. We have a large
collection of the Lasso,
Clarion’s year book. In
our workroom, just off the
library, we have a bound
collection of “The Palimp-
sest”, the Wright County
Monitor, and several old
magazines of interest.

+Your Horoscope

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
A spark of excitement
brightens your week, Ar-
ies. You may rediscover en-
thusiasm for a goal you set
aside. Take one confident
step and watch momentum
gather.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
This week brings steady
comfort and satisfying
progress, Taurus. Some-
thing you’ve been nurtur-
ing starts to show real signs
of growth. You're building
something meaningful.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Your mind is in full bril-
liance mode, Gemini. New
insights, clever connections
and energizing conversa-
tions fill your days. A fun
invitation or unexpected
message may lift your spir-
its.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Your emotional intu-
ition is your superpower
this week, Cancer. You
may find a simple solution
to a situation that once felt
complex. Supportive people
drift into your orbit.
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, your confidence
is glowing, and others no-
tice. This week favors bold
creativity and joyful self-
expression. A moment of
recognition or praise may
remind you of your natural

leadership.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Organization comes

naturally, and your clarity
is on point, Virgo. You’ll
wrap up tasks with surpris-
ing ease. A shift in priori-
ties may free up space for
something you genuinely
enjoy.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23

Balance returns in a way
that feels refreshing, Libra.
Your relationships flow
smoothly, and you’ll find
harmony even in busy mo-
ments. An inspiring experi-
ence may uplift you.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov
22

Determination meets
opportunity this week,
Scorpio. You’re sharper,
more focused and ready to
move forward with confi-
dence.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/
Dec 21

Optimism fuels every-
thing you touch, Sagittari-
us. You may stumble upon
a new interest, adventure or
opportunity that fills you
with excitement.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/
Jan 20

Your efforts align per-
fectly with your goals, Cap-
ricorn This week rewards
patience and consistency.
You may receive encour-
agement from someone
who truly understands you.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb
18

Innovation thrives in
your world right now,
Aquarius. You’ll devise
unique solutions, unexpect-
ed shortcuts or refreshing
ideas with ease. Stay open
to teamwork.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20

A creative wave washes
over you, Pisces. Inspiration
feels effortless, and small
moments carry extra mean-
ing. A heartwarming in-
teraction or sweet surprise
brightens your week.

Waiting for Summer

Amanda Rink,
Editor
“We’re all traveling

through time together, ev-
ery day of our lives. All we
can do is do our best to rel-
ish this remarkable ride.” -
Richard Curtis

At the time of writing this
column, there are 138 days
until summertime officially
arrives here in Iowa. After
an entire week of my kids,
my spouse, and myself all
being sick... I'm counting
every single one of them.

I’ll be honest.... 'm done
with winter.

I'm done trying to look at
snow with awe in my eyes.
Done romanticizing cold
days with cozy blankets
and warm drinks. Done
with the grumpy attitudes
that come from kids who
just want to be outside but
keep coming in with wet
socks and frozen toes.

I'm ready to sit around a
campfire, barefoot, with
stars overhead, while those
same kids run around col-
lecting cool rocks instead
of asking for another snack.

So yes, I'm counting
down the days until warm-
er weather like a kid on
December 1* waiting for
Christmas.

But why is this part of
winter, the tail end, always
the hardest?

Technically, it should be
easier. February actually
gives us more daylight than
late December.

But December comes
with distractions. Holidays.

Gatherings. Things to look
forward to... assuming you
enjoy your family, which I
mostly do.

February just feels heavy.

There’s science behind
that feeling. Less sunlight
means our bodies produce
less vitamin D, which af-
fects mood, and melatonin
levels can get thrown off,
making us tired and irri-
table. When we feel low,
we tend to isolate, because
even the idea of being so-
cial can feel exhausting.

Trust me, I get it. 'm right
there with you.

I don’t feel especially
creative or overly friendly
right now. I feel tired. A
little cranky. Like only a
sunny day by the lake could
fix me.

But here’s the deal: this is
the part of winter where we
actually have to keep show-
ing up.

Even when it’s cold. Even
when it’s wet. Even when
the world feels grey, and we
feel a little grey, too.

It doesn’t have to be any-
thing big. Invite a friend
over for a movie night.
Bake something together.
Fold laundry side by side.
Change the oil in your car.
Invite your mom over to
make you a grilled cheese.
Sit with a friend and read.
Or stare at your phones
together in comfortable si-
lence. That counts, too.

Winter is isolating enough
without us doing it to our-
selves.

And if reaching out feels

reading

between
the lines

willv Amanda Rk

like too much, there are
other options: light therapy,
bundling up and getting
outside, moving your body,
or even talking with your
doctor if self-care just isn’t
cutting it.

The winter blues aren’t
new. Even the ancient
Greeks wrote about them.
Some scientists believe
it’s evolutionary, a leftover
from times when winter
meant conserving energy
because food was scarce.

And while I don’t nor-
mally recommend spending
frivolously, I do feel time
should be spent that way.
Because while we know
there are only 138 days un-
til summer, we don’t know
how many days we might
have to enjoy the sunnier
days, so we might as well
enjoy the grey days now to-
gether.

Amanda Rink is the Edi-
tor of The Wright County
Monitor and a children’s
book author. Her (mostly)
weekly column is published
in The Wright County
Monitor and The Hampton
Chronicle. She writes about
everyday life in rural lowa
through a unique lens fil-
tered through motherhood
and other life experiences.
When she isn’t caring for
her family, writing for the
newspaper, or avoiding
laundry, she can be found
hiding in the woods with
a cup of coffee and a ro-
mance novel.

Here’s to Keeping Warm

Nibbles

By Nichol Hohenbrink

After our recent
extra chilly weather, I
was actually walking from
the store to the car and
back without my coat while

shopping earlier today.
It felt so much warmer.
Granted, I did have a

cardigan on, but...

Here are some warm
recipes to warm your belly
and the rest of you this
week.

February 4 is
Homemade Soup Day.
MEDITERRANEAN
WHITE BEAN SOUP
SOURCE: “Anti-
Inflammatory Eating Made
Easy”

YIELD: 8 servings

1 tablespoon extra-virgin
olive oil

1 small red onion, chopped
1 medium green onion,
chopped

1 cup sliced mushrooms

2 cloves garlic, minced

1/4 cup dried Italian herbs
1 teaspoon sea salt, plus
more for seasoning

2 quarts vegetable broth

1 1/2 to 2 cups water

1 (15-ounce) can cannellini
beans, rinsed and drained
1/4 cup brown rice

3 cups chopped

chard or spinach

Freshly ground black
pepper

Heat the oil in a large
stockpot over medium
heat. Add the red and
green onions and sauté
until they start to sweat
and become soft. Add the
mushrooms, garlic, Italian
herbs, and salt and cook,
stirring occasionally, for 2
to 3 minutes, or until the
mushrooms start to soften
and release liquid.

Add the broth, water,
beans, and rice; increase
the heat to high; and bring
the soup to a boil. Reduce
the heat to medium-low and
simmer for 45 minutes. Stir
in the chard and continue
simmering for another 10
to 15 minutes. Season to
taste with salt and pepper
and serve.

Note: freezes well

February 6 is National
Chopsticks Day. Using
these is a talent I learned
while in college, but

I won’t tell if you have
to use a fork while eating
this!
VEGGIE-LOADED
CASHEW CHICKEN
SOURCE: “Hungry Girl
Low-Carb Recipes”
YIELD: 2 servings
PREP: 15 minutes
COOK: 15 minutes
1/2 cup chicken broth
1 tablespoon plain rice
vinegar
1 tablespoon reduced-
sodium soy sauce
1 1/2 teaspoons cornstarch
1/2 packet natural no-
calorie sweetener
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger
2 cups quartered
mushrooms
1 cup chopped onion
1 teaspoon chopped garlic
8 ounces raw boneless
skinless chicken breast, cut
into bite-sized pieces
1/8 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
1 cup snow peas
1 ounce (about % cup)
unsalted roasted cashews
2 tablespoons chopped
scallions

In a
bowl, combine broth,
vinegar, soy sauce,
cornstarch, sweetener and
ginger. Stir until cornstarch

medium

dissolves. (Whisk if
needed.)

Bring a wok
(or large skillet)

sprayed with nonstick spray
to medium-high heat. Add
mushrooms, onion and
garlic. Cook and stir until
slightly ~ softened, 5-6
minutes.

Season chicken with
salt and pepper and add
it to the wok. Add snow
peas and cashews. Cook
and stir until chicken is
fully cooked and veggies

have softened, about 4
minutes.
Stir  sauce  mixture

and add it to the wok. Cook
and stir until sauce has
slightly thickened, about 2

minutes.
Serve topped
with scallions.

One of my favorite
Italian dishes is celebrated
on February 7 — National
Fettuccine Alfredo Day.
BROCCOLI SHRIMP
ALREDO
SOURCE: “Taste of Home
Grand Prize Winners!”
YIELD: 4 servings
1 package (16 ounces)
fettuccine
1 pound uncooked medium
shrimp, peeled and
deveined
3 garlic cloves, minced
1/2 cup butter, cubed
1 package (8 ounces)
cream cheese, cubed
1 cup milk
1/2 cup shredded Parmesan
cheese
6 cups frozen broccoli
florets
1/2 teaspoon salt

Dash pepper
Cook fettuccine
according to  package

directions. Meanwhile, in
a large skillet, sauté shrimp
and garlic in butter until
shrimp turn pink. Remove
and keep warm. In the same
skillet, combine the cream
cheese, milk and Parmesan
cheese; cook and stir until
cheeses are melted and
mixture is smooth.

Place 1 inch of water in
a saucepan; add broccoli.
Bring to a boil. Reduce
heat; cover and simmer for
6-8 minutes or until tender.
Drain. Stir the broccoli,
shrimp, salt and pepper
into cheese sauce; cook
until heated through. Drain
fettuccine; top with shrimp
mixture.

Look, a square!
Squares have four equal sides.
Daddy’s kind of a square too,
but that’s another story.

Everyday moments can be learning moments with
your kids. For more tips, visit bornlearning.org
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Legal notices

Certification Date January 26,
Fund

01 General Basic
02 G al Su

3 Debt Service
14 Drainage Funds
6

21 Corpo on Control
22 School Control

23 A 1 Control

9 Bangs & TB
70 Sheriff's Donation Fund
71 K-9 Fund
72 State Equita
74 Drivers Li
75 Recorder'
76 Empowerme
78 Jail Commi
79 Jail Room & Board
90 Wright Co
American R

4 Agribusiness P

A 50525
2026

; Schluttenhofer, Wright County
specified.

Treasurer,

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wright County Treasurer’s Semi Annual Report

do hereby certify that the report given is a correct

December 31, 2

Auditor's Warrants

Fund Balance
0 Outstanding

summary of the business transacted by me as said during the period

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Mary L. Lester Estate of Donna L. Wolff

Public Notice
IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT
FOR WRIGHT COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF
Mary L. Lester , Deceased
Probate No. ESPR017774
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL,
OF APPOINTMENT OF
CO-EXECUTORs, AND NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the
Estate of Mary L. Lester , De-
ceased, who died on or about De-
cember 11, 2025.

You are hereby notified that on
the 16th day of January 2026, the
Last Will and Testament of Mary L.
Lester, deceased, bearing date of
the 2nd day of November, 2004
, was admitted to probate in the
above named court and that Janice
I. Morford and Kathy L. Stahl were
appointed Co-Executors of the es-
tate. Any action to set aside the will
must be brought in the district court
of said county within the later to oc-
cur of four months from the date of
the second publication of this notice
or one month from the date of mail-
ing this notice to all heirs of the de-
cedent and devisees under the will
whose identities are reasonably as-
certainable, or thereafter be forever

barred. Notice is further given that
all persons indebted to the estate
are requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned, and
creditors having claims against the
estate shall file them with the clerk
of the above named district court,
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless
so filed by the later to occur of four
months from the second publication
of this notice or one month from the
date of mailing of this notice (unless
otherwise allowed or paid) a claim
is thereafter forever barred.

Dated this 21st day of January
2026

Janice |. Morford

2012 EIlm Lake Drive

Clarion, lowa 50525

Co-Executor of Estate

Kathy L. Stahl

P.O. Box 164

Clarion, lowa 50525

Co-Executor of Estate

Collin M. Davison

ICIS Pin No. AT0010905

Laird Law Firm

120 Central Avenue W

P.O.Box 73

Clarion, lowa 50525

Attorneys for Executor

Date of second publication

4th Day of February, 2026

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Jan. 28 & Feb. 4, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Richard E. Pletcher

Public Notice
IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT
FOR WRIGHT COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF
Richard E. Pletcher , Deceased
Probate No. ESPR017756
NOTICE OF PROOF OF WILL
WITHOUT ADMINISTRATION

To All Persons Interested in the
Estate of R ichard E. Pletcher, De-
ceased, who died on or about Sep-
tember 30, 2025.

You are hereby notified that on
the 3rd day of November, 2025, the
Last Will and Testament of Richard
E. Pletcher, deceased, bearing date
of the 20th day of November, 2013
, was admitted to probate in the
above named court and that there
will be no present administration of
the estate. Any action to set aside
the will must be brought in the dis-

trict court of said county within the
later to occur of four months from
the date of the second publication
of this notice or one month from
the date of mailing this notice to all
heirs of the decedent and devisees
under the will whose identities are
reasonably ascertainable, or there-
after be forever barred.

Dated this 13th day of November,
2025

Judith K. Pletcher

Proponent

Andrew C. Johnston

ICIS Pin No. AT0012303

Laird Law Firm

11 Fourth Street NE

P.O. Box 1567

Mason City, IA 50402-1567
Attorneys for the Estate

Date of second publication
February 11, 2026

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4 & 11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Hiltabidle Demand For Deed

DEMAND FOR DEED
RE: LOTS 5AND 6 IN BLOCK
1, WRIGHT’S THIRD ADDITION
TO EAGLE GROVE JUNCTION,
WRIGHT COUNTY, IOWA

To: Richard E. Hiltabidle, Wane-
ma E. Hiltabidle, Mary Lou Hilt-
abidle, Matthew Hiltabidle, Aaron
Hiltabidle, Melinda  Hiltabidle,
Christy Chapman, Kaitlin Hiltabidle,
Kimberly Hiltabidle, Donna Small,
Gabriel Small, Joshua Small, Aar-
on Small, Carna Jackson, Reed
Jackson, any person interested in
the Estate of Richard E. Hiltabidle,
any person interested in the estate
of Wanema E. Hiltabidle, and any
other interested party:

You are hereby notified that on
October 23, 1986, Thomas D.
Hiltabidle and Mary Lou Hiltabidle,
husband and wife, as joint tenants
with full right of survival and not
as tenants in common, entered
into a Real Estate Contract for the
above described property as vend-
ees in which Richard E. Hiltabidle
and Wanema E. Hiltabidle were
vendors and which was recorded
October 27, 1986 in the office of
the Wright County Recorder (the
“Contract”).

The Contract provided for month-
ly payments for 240 months with a
final payment due date of Novem-

ber 1, 2006. No extension of the
maturity of the Contract has been
filed and more than 10 years have
elapsed from the date of maturity.

The vendees under the Contract
hereby demand a deed in satisfac-
tion of the contract pursuant to lowa
Code 614.21.

If a deed is not provided within
forty-five days of service and an
action to foreclose or forfeit the
contract has not been commenced
within such forty-five day period, the
vendees may file an affidavit show-
ing service and compliance with
lowa Code 614.21 whereupon the
auditor shall correct the county re-
cords as provided in section 558.67
to indicate that the rights of the ven-
dors have vested in the vendees.
Dated February 5, 2026.

Brandon J. Dodgen

Attorney for Vendees

Lemmenes & Dodgen

PO Box 337

Humboldt IA 50548

(515) 332-1157

Date of second publication Febru-
ary 12, 2026

Date of third publication February
19, 2026

lowa Code Section 614.21, lowa
Rules of Civil Procedure 1.310 —
1.313

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4, 11 & 18, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wright Co. Conservation Board Special Hearing

The Wright County Conserva-
tion Board will hold a special hear-
ing on Feb 11", 2026, 7:15 p.m., at
the Wright County Conservation
Board office, 1768 Obrien Ave.,
Clarion, lowa, 50525.

The purpose of this meeting is
to hear public input regarding the
leasing offarmland, owned by the

Conservation Board, for a term

longer than 3 years. The proposed

lease will cover a term of 7 years.
Comments/suggestions may be

submitted in person at the meet-

ing or via email at wecb@wrightco.

iowa.gov prior to the Feb 11" meet-

ing.

Eric Rector, Director

Wright County Conservation Board

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Jan. 21 & Feb. 4, 2026

Legals are your right to know!

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT
IN AND FOR WRIGHT COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF DONNA L. WOLFF,
Deceased.

CASE NO. ESPR017773
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL,
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR,
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To Al Persons Interested in
the Estate of Donna L. Wolff, De-
ceased, who died on or about Sep-
tember 5, 2025:

You are hereby notified that on
January 14, 2026, the Last Will
and Testament of Donna L. Wolff,
deceased, bearing date of August
11, 2025 , was admitted to probate
in the above-named court and that
Dianne Gilliland was appointed Ex-
ecutor of the estate. Any action to
set aside the will must be brought in
the district court of said county with-
in the later to occur of four months
from the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month from
the date of mailing of this notice to
all heirs of the decedent and devi-
sees under the will whose identities

are reasonably ascertainable, or
thereafter be forever barred.

Notice is further given that all
persons indebted to the estate
are requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned, and
creditors having claims against the
estate shall file them with the clerk
of the above named district court,
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless
so filed by the later to occur of four
months from the date of the second
publication of this notice or one
month from the date of mailing of
this notice (unless otherwise al-
lowed or paid) a claim is thereafter
forever barred.

Dianne Gilliland, Executor of
Estate

210 11 th Street N

Humboldt, 1A 50548

Lynn Collins Seaba, Attorney for
Executor

Seaba Law Office PLC

503 N Main St

PO Box 68

Goldfield, IA 50542

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4 & 11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of Darlene J. Dieger

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT
IN AND FOR WRIGHT COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF DARLENE J. DIEGER,
Deceased.

CASE NO. ESPR017760
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL,
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR,
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the
Estate of Darlene J. Dieger, De-
ceased, who died on or about Sep-
tember 28, 2025:

You are hereby notified that on
November 19, 2025, the Last Will
and Testament of Darlene J. Dieg-
er, deceased, bearing date of July
2, 1990, was admitted to probate
in the above-named court and that
Susan J. Hammen was appointed
Executor of the estate. Any ac-
tion to set aside the will must be
brought in the district court of said
county within the later to occur of
four months from the date of the
second publication of this notice or
one month from the date of mailing
of this notice to all heirs of the de-
cedent and devisees under the will

whose identities are reasonably as-
certainable, or thereafter be forever
barred.

Notice is further given that all
persons indebted to the estate
are requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned, and
creditors having claims against the
estate shall file them with the clerk
of the above named district court,
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless
so filed by the later to occur of four
months from the date of the second
publication of this notice or one
month from the date of mailing of
this notice (unless otherwise al-
lowed or paid) a claim is thereafter
forever barred.

Susan J. Hammen, Executor of
Estate

217 2 nd St SW

Clarion 1A 50525

Lynn Collins Seaba, Attorney for
Executor

Seaba Law Office PLC

503 N Main St

PO Box 68

Goldfield 1A 50542

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4 & 11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate of James H. Howieson

Public Notice
IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT
FOR WRIGHT COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF
JAMES H. HOWIESON,
Deceased
Probate No. ESPR017776
NOTICE OF PROOF OF WILL,
WITHOUT ADMINISTRATION
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the
Estate of James H. Howieson |,
Deceased, who died on or about
December 24, 2025.

You are hereby notified that on the
22nd day of January, 2026, the Last
Will and Testament of James H.
Howieson, deceased, bearing date
of the 28th day of July, 2020 , was
admitted to probate in the above
named court and there will be no
present administration of the es-
tate. Any action to set aside the will
must be brought in the district court
of said county within the later to oc-
cur of four months from the date of
the second publication of this notice
or one month from the date of mail-
ing this notice to all heirs of the de-
cedent and devisees under the will

whose identities are reasonably as-
certainable, or thereafter be forever
barred. Notice is further given that
all persons indebted to the estate
are requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned, and
creditors having claims against the
estate shall file them with the clerk
of the above named district court,
as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless
so filed by the later to occur of four
months from the second publication
of this notice or one month from the
date of mailing of this notice (unless
otherwise allowed or paid) a claim
is thereafter forever barred.

Dated this 26th day of January,
2026

Terry J. Howieson

Petitioner

Collin M. Davison

ICIS Pin No. AT0010905

Laird Law Firm

120 Central Avenue West

P.O. Box 73

Clarion, IA 50525

Attorneys for Petitioner

Date of second publication
February 11, 2026

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4 & 11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

STBG/TAP Applications

PUBLIC MEETING ON STBG AND
TAP APPLICATIONS

The Region V Planning Affiliation
(RPA) is accepting applications for
regional Surface Transportation Pro-
gram Block Grant (STBG) funds and
Transportation Alternative Program
(TAP) funds. A public meeting will
be held to discuss the application
process for applying for STBG and
TAP funds. This meeting will also give
those present a chance to discuss the
region’s transportation system.

The Region V RPA will hold a pub-
lic meeting on February 12, 2026,
at 2:00 PM in the MIDAS Council of
Governments Conference Room at
602 1st Avenue South, Fort Dodge,
lowa.

Applications for the regional STBG

and TAP funding will be available for
the first time at the public meeting.
After the meeting, applications will
be available at the MIDAS Council of
Governments office, 602 1st Avenue
South, Fort Dodge, lowa or by con-
tacting Steven Stransky, Program Ad-
ministrator, at cddir@midascog.net.

Applications must be received
by 12:00 p.m. on March 20, 2026. All
applications must be submitted elec-
tronically to: cddir@midascog.net.

If you have questions on the ap-
plication process or if you require
special accommodation to attend
the hearing such as handicapped
accessibility or translation services,
you may contact Steven Stransky
at MIDAS Council of Governments,
(515) 576-7183 ext. 212.

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

Wright County Supervisors Jan. 19, 2026 Minutes

January 19, 2026

Chairperson Bosch called the reg-
ular meeting of the Wright County
Board of Supervisors to order at
9:00 a.m. Members present were
Kluss, Rasmussen, Bosch, Loux,
and Ellis.

Motion by Ellis and seconded by
Loux to approve the tentative agen-
da. Motion carries.

Minutes of the last regular meet-
ing of January 12, 2026 were read
and approved.

Approved claims for payment.

Amanda Meyer, Wright County
Auditor, read the letter provided
by Andrea Evelsizer of Healthy
Harvest for their annual update.
Healthy Harvest is requesting an in-
crease to $0.20 per capita, bringing
Wright County more in line with the
other eight counties that are served
in North Central lowa. This will be
discussed during budget discus-
sions.

Motion by Kluss and seconded
by Ellis to receive the quarterly rev-
enue report from the Wright County
Recorder. Motion carries.

Motion by Ellis and seconded by
Rasmussen to rescind the motion
moving Communications to a levy
and to move Communications un-
der Emergency Management as a
per capita. Motion carries.

Jeremy Abbas, Wright County
Planning and Zoning Administra-
tor, delivered the final report on the

recommendation for adoption of the
2025 Wright County Comprehen-
sive Plan. The next steps for adopt-
ing the Comprehensive Plan is to
hold a public hearing and amend
the plan, if necessary, before adopt-
ing. The process for this Compre-
hensive Plan started in February of
2023.

Adam Clemons, Wright County
Engineer, presented the 28E Agree-
ment for road maintenance for the
City of Galt and City of Dows. Mo-
tion by Kluss and seconded by Ellis
to approve the 28E Agreement for
the County to perform Road Main-
tenance activities inside the City
Limits of Galt on Secondary Road
Extensions. Motion carries.

Motion by Rasmussen and sec-
onded by Loux to approve the 28E
Agreement for the County to per-
form Road Maintenance activities
inside the City Limits of Dows on
Secondary Road Extensions. Mo-
tion carries.

Clemons gave an update to the
Secondary Road Department.

Congratulations to Betty Ellis for
25 years of serving Wright County!

Motion by Kluss and seconded by
Rasmussen to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carries.

Ashley Bosch, Chairperson, Wright
County Board of Supervisors
Amanda Meyer, Wright County Au-
ditor

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

Wright County Supervisors Public Hearing

The Wright County Board of Su-
pervisors will be holding a public
hearing for the 2025 Wright County
Comprehensive Plan on Monday,
February 16 th at 9:30 a.m. A copy
of the 2025 Wright County Com-
prehensive Plan is available on

the Wright County Website. Com-
ments or concerns can be sent to
the Wright County Auditor’s Office
at P.O. Box 147, Clarion, 1A 50525
or via email to auditor@wrightco.
iowa.gov .

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

Wright County Landfill Jan. 28, 2026 Minutes

The following is a report of public
record from the 28 January 2026
Board meeting of the Wright County
Area Landfill Authority, an lowa 28E
organization.

Members present included Mike
Nail, Dale Hollman, Barb Schaefer,
John Leist, Jeanie Arends, Chris
RoBins, and Lynn Loux. Travis Con-
nor was also present. Members not
present were Craig Russell, Chris
Petersen, and Earl Kalkwarf.

The meeting was called to order
at 6:30pm. The Board approved
the minutes from the 19 November
2025 Board meeting, the bills and
bank reconciliations for the months

ending 30 November 2025 and 31
December 2025, the financial state-
ments for the months ending 30
November 2025 and 31 December
2025. The 31 December 2025 fi-
nancial report showed total expens-
es of $771,704.50 (51.5%) and rev-
enues of $805416.18 (54%). The
revenues exceeded the expenses
by $33711.68.

Travis Connor discussed with the
Board the ongoing delinquent bill

owed from Hanson & Sons Tire. The
amount still owed is $10,665.00.

Travis Connor informed the Board
that Board elections needed done.
John Leist moved to appoint Dale
Hollman as Vice Chainnan of the
Board; seconded by Barb Schaefer,
carried unanimously. The Executive
Board is Mike Nail Chairman, Dale
Hollman V.C., Barb Schaefer, Craig
Russell, and Chris Petersen Execu-
tives.

Travis Connor discussed with the
Board the FYE 25 Audit report.

Travis Connor announced to the
Board that Don Fraser is retiring.
His retirement date is 03 April 2026.

Travis Connor discussed with the
Board a 20-day vacation payout to
him. To reduce the amount of vaca-
tion time that has been accumulat-
ed. The Board agreed to pay him 20
days for the payout.

The next Board meeting is 18
March 26. The meeting was ad-
journed at 7:08 pm.

Travis R. Connor, Director - Wright
County Area Landfill Authority

Published in the Wright County Monitor on Wed. Feb. 4, 2026

Courthouse

BIRTHS

Mia Jazmine Gouge
was born on January 15,
2026, to Maria Oseguera of
Woden.

Cecilia Rose Marr was
born on January 18, 2026,
to Lauren Dohlman of
Clear Lake.

Pierce Joseph Perkovich
was born on January 19,
2026, to Nichol and Zacha-
ry Perkovich of Clear Lake.

Manuel Maximus Mu-
noz Hernandez Jr. was born
on January 19, 2026, to
Kelsey Boehnke-Hernan-
dez and Manuel Hernandez
of Forest City.

Ryker Shane Hanson
was born on January 20,
2026, to Tabitha and Tyler
Hanson of Forest City.

Hailey May Dorenkamp
was born on January 20,
2026, to Janine and Timo-
thy Dorenkamp of Meser-
vey.

Romi Mae Baez was
born on January 21, 2026,
to McKenna and Cesar
Baez of Forest City.

Sawyer Nevin Aus-
born was born on Janu-
ary 21, 2026, to Kathleen
O’Hanlon of Webster City.

Everett Korey Zwiefel
was born on January 21,
2026, to Rachel and Joshua
Zwiefel of Garner.

Ayla Saige Cannon was
born on January 22, 2026,
to Autumn Kopp of Forest
City.

Briggs Warren Cotter
was born on January 22,
2026, to Josie and Brady
Cotter of Lake Mills.

Emelia Ann Schope was
born on January 23, 2026,
to Rhianna and Graeham
Schope of Eagle Grove.

Dallas Jordan Ogden
was born on January 23,
2026, to Kandice and
Devin Ogden of Hanlon-
town.

Charlotte Ann Devens
was born on January 24,
2026, to Melissa Lee of
Clarion.

news

Genesis Eliana Maldo-
nado Arreaga was born on
January 24, 2026, to Elika
Maldonado Arreaga of
Clarion.

Lakynn LeAnn Hanna
was born on January 25,
2026, to Laura and Joseph
Hanna of Hansell.

Nathaly Yoana Xalami-
hua Ajtun was born on Jan-
uary 26,2026, to Marcy Aj-
tun Rabanales of Clarion.

Harvey Allen Wesley
was born on January 27,
2026, to Kaitlyn and Greg-
ory Wesley of Humboldt.

Guiliana Grace Culler
was born on January 27,
2026, to Tiana and Christo-
pher Culler of Clear Lake.

DEATHS

John Odilo Lager of
Clarion was born on Au-
gust 11, 1935, and died on
January 17,2026, at the age
of 90.

Jacqueline Sue Ander-
son (Michehl) of Eagle
Grove was born on July 10,
1960, and died on January
19, 2026, at the age of 65.

Shirley Ann Lager
(Gram) of Clarion was born
on June 26, 1935, and died
on January 21, 2026, at the
age of 92.

TRAFFIC

Matthew Ryan Arthur,
of Belmond, Speeding 55
or Under Zone (16 thru
20 over). Robert Joseph
Demick Booth, of Klemme,
Trespass Violations While
Deer Hunting — 1* Offense.

Jason Riley Lillebo, of
Goodell, Trespass Viola-
tions While Deer Hunting
— 1 Offense.

Gary C. Johnson, of
Kanawha, Maximum Gross
Weight Violation (2001 to
3000).

Gregory J. Essel, of
Plattsmouth, NE, Speeding
55 or Under Zone (16 thru
20 over).

Anthony Daniel Perez
Lozano, of Eagle Grove,
Failure to Provide Proof of

continued on page 5
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Representative
Mark Thompson,
House District 56

This past week was
filled with bills working
through  sub-committees
and committees. No voting
took place in the full House
this past week to allow
time to get bills through the
process listed above. Some
of that legislation is the
announcement of the anti-
crime bills to ensure Iowa
does not become a haven
for career criminals.

One of the bills creates
a cumulative strike system
for  repeat  offenders,
triggering a mandatory
minimum 20-year sentence
without parole once a career
criminal reaches three full
strikes. Under current law,
repeat violent offenders
are released back onto the
streets where they become
a risk to our children and
loved ones.

The second bill is a
pretrial accountability and
bail reform act. The goal
of this bill is to ensure
those who are arrested
and charged with a crime
cannot simply skip out
on bail or be released on
their own recognizance
in instances where they
are unlikely to return to
face judgement. Current
loopholes and excessive
judicial discretion have
allowed career criminals to
return to the streets shortly
after arrest. These reforms
close those gaps.

The third bill (HSB
631) House Study Bill
631 will create a dashboard
to provide Iowans with
objective data on how
judges  exercise  their
discretion. It requires the
state to collect and publish
information including:

--Bond & Sentencing
Decisions: How  often
a judge departs from
standard bail schedules
or statutory sentencing
recommendations.

--Legal Accuracy: The
frequency with  which
a judge’s decisions are
overturned by higher courts
for legal errors.

--Efficiency: How
quickly a judge rules on
motions and cases.

This information will
help Iowans make educated
decisions when it comes
time to vote on judicial
retention.  Helping the
general public understand
the role and responsibility
of Judges is one more way
to increase confidence in
the Judiciary and increase
safety in our state.

It is important to address
our mental health system
as we address the criminal
behavior in Iowa. This
week, the House Health
and Human  Services
Committee considered
House File 2094 to expand

We keep things
flowing!
Your Pump & Well
Specialist
for over 125 years
CALL 1-800-HEY-MORT

439-6678

The Thompson Times

REPRESENTATIVE MARK THOMPSON

HOUSE DISTRICT 56

This week the Iowa Association of School Boards came

to the Capitol. It was a pleasure to meet with Super-
intendent from West Hancock School District, Jason
McLaughlin and Alison Marshall from the Clarion-
Goldfield-Dows School Board. These discussions are
so valuable, and I appreciate their effort to come to the

Capitol

capacity at the state Mental
Health Institutes and allow
for  additional  federal
funding to pay for that
expansion. Last year the
House passed mental health
legislation.  Those three
bills (HF 312, HF 313,
HF 385) were not taken
up in the Senate but may
be considered in this 2026
session.

I chaired a subcommittee
on expungement of non-
violent crimes of trafficked
victims. I drafted the bill
based on the victims to
whom I have spoken. Many
times, victims’ identities
are used and destroyed by
their traffickers or they are
forced into illegal behavior.
Expungement allows a
victim to get a job, rent a
home and generally get a
fresh start. Iowa is one of
the few states without some
provisions of expungement

for trafficked people.
Some reminders and
facts...

*Tax filing season is
upon us. Taxpayers can
use Where’s My Refund?
to check the status of
their 2025 income tax
refund within 24 hours
of filing their tax return
electronically. Refund
information is normally
available after four weeks
for taxpayers who filed a
paper return. Information
on the site will update
overnight so there is no
need to check more than
once a day.

* Annually, the state is
up 2,700 jobs over the past
12 months. Construction
has added the most jobs
during that span (+7,100).

This sector has generally
trended up over the past
12 months. Education and
health care gained 5,900
jobs. Health care and social
assistance alone has gained
3,900 jobs.

*The last time Iowa
school budgets were cut
was in 2008 through 2011.
In 2012 the state paid our
schools $5883 per student
per year. Today in 2026
the state pays $7988 per
student. That is a 49.1%
increase. That does not
count federal dollars. The
K-12 school budget is
nearly half of the entire
state budget.

Fertilizer:  Nowadays,
that is often another word
used for chicken manure.

Farming has  changed
radically over the past
decades  causing  vast

amounts of manure to be
bought and sold on the
market as fertilizer. When
it’s spread responsibly, that
arrangement works well
for both parties. When it
doesn’t, it causes problems.
Recently tons of manure
were spread west of Britt
creating a stench that blew

towards West Hancock
School, permeating the
hallways days after it

was dispensed. I visited
Britt on Saturday to get
an “appreciation” for the
impact it was having. I
will be looking at Iowa
code and speaking with
the folks responsible for
ensuring we logically
support agriculture
while preventing toxic
environments  for  our
neighbors and communities.

OLOSONS @)

Plumbing, Heating and A/C, Inc.
114 N Commercial, Eagle Grove
515-448-3456

NOTICE NOTICE
Please kindly note that the main
staff of The Wright County Monitor
works remotely and does not
operate an office in Clarion.
For direct communication, please contact
Newspaper Editor and Writer
Amanda Rink by phone/text at
515.851.2069 Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. or by email at
news@wrightcountymonitor.com.

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL

DIRECTORY

**A WINNING COMBINATION **
for Real Estate Success!

Carol Haupt * Broker/Owner
104 North Main St. « Clarion, IA
2.2150

515.532.
[E www.clarioniowarealty.com @

Mon. - Fri. By Appointment Only.
207 North Main Street

(515) 532-2157

andrew@ad-techsolutions.com

m A.D. TECH Tivorry M. ANDERSON
SOLUTIONS . ATTORNEY AT LAw
Town Computer an(_'-' Office: KNOSHAUG ANDERSON
Coun ":ﬁ::v: g(eie;ava;:. (563) 864-3333 213L1Asv7vs?;?§f£sw
Realty Cell: PO.Box 111

(563) 605-1078

CLARION, Jowa 50525

TeLePHONE (515) 532-2821
Crarion ToLw Free (877) 532-2821
FacimiLie (515) 532-2450
Garner ToLL Free (866) 923-2769

Heavy Flu Season continued from page 2

wash their hands frequent-
ly, classrooms sanitize
desks regularly, and cus-
todial staff disinfect high-
touch surfaces such as door
handles daily.

“It’s really typical rou-
tines we do all the time,”
Lingenfelter said, “but dur-
ing flu season, we’re hy-
per-aware and remind one
another of good hygiene
practices.”

While absences can in-
terrupt learning, Lingen-
felter said illness-related
absences are typically
short-lived and manageable
with communication.

“Anytime there is an
absence, it interrupts learn-
ing,” she said. “However,
illness is typically short-
lived, and the child can
work with the teacher to
get caught back up.” She
added that students who at-
tend school while sick often
struggle to focus. “We want
kids to feel good and be
ready to learn.”

District guidelines re-
quire students to be fever-
free for 24 hours without
medication before return-
ing to school, regardless of
illness. For influenza, the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention recom-
mends staying home for at
least five days from the on-
set of symptoms.

“Especially this season,
it has taken two to three
days after symptoms im-
prove for kids to feel decent
again,” Lingenfelter said.
“It’s okay for your kid to
have a weekend off to re-
coup and relax so they’re
ready for school on Mon-
day.”

McGrath said that while
handwashing and cleaning
high-touch surfaces remain
important, vaccination is
still the most effective way
to reduce serious illness.
Even when vaccination
doesn’t prevent infection
entirely, it has been shown
to reduce severity, lowering
the risk of hospitalization
and complications.

Public health officials
urge families to keep chil-
dren home when sick and to
monitor symptoms closely.
Flu symptoms are often
more severe than a typical
cold and may include fever
or chills, cough, sore throat,
body aches, headaches, and
extreme fatigue. Some chil-

Courthouse

Financial Liability.

Lidiel Garcia Espinosa, of
Fort Dodge, Speeding 55 or
Under Zone (21 or over).

Deibis D. Franco Mo-
rales, of Kansas City, KS,
Violation of Oversized Ve-
hicle Requirements.

Kevin Glen Vieth, of
Williams, Open Container
— Driver 21 Years Old and
Older.

Enrique Sierra Mercado,
of Duncombe, Fail to Obey
Stop Sign and Yield Right of
Way.

Filemon Flores, of Hamp-
ton, Speeding 55 or Under
Zone (6 thru 10 over).

Jordan Porter Julius
Cook, of Belmond, Failure
to Provide Proof of Financial
Liability.

Juan Francisco Ajquijay
Xicay, of Eagle Grove, No
Valid Driver’s License.

Javier Martinez Gonza-
lez, of Eagle Grove, Speed-
ing 55 or Under Zone (6 thru
10 over).

Braydon Alan Carr, of
Eagle Grove, Speeding 55
or Under Zone (11 thru 15
over).

Hunter Michael Venz, of
Kanawha, Trespass — 1* Of-
fense.

Jennifer L. Traub, of Clar-
ion, Speeding 55 or Under
Zone (11 thru 15 over).

dren may also experience
stomach upset.

McGrath noted that an-
tibiotics do not treat influ-
enza, as it is caused by a vi-
rus. Children should return
to school only when symp-
toms are improving, and
they have been fever-free
for at least 24 hours without
fever-reducing medication.
The flu is most contagious
during the first three days
of illness.

While illness may first
show up as a number on an
attendance report, its ef-
fects are felt most clearly in
the classroom.

Maycie Rector, a middle
school teacher at Clarion-
Goldfield-Dows, said days
with higher absences re-
quire flexibility and quick
decision-making.

“When a large number of
students are out sick, lesson
planning becomes a careful
balancing act between the
standards that need to be
taught, grade-level content,
and maintaining rigor so all
students can be successful,”
Rector said.

Each morning begins
with a check of attendance.
“When I arrive at school, I
log into [my computer] to
see how many students have
been reported absent by
8:00 a.m.,” she said. “That
gives me about 20 minutes,
before the day starts, to de-
cide whether I need to pivot
my lesson plans.”

During January, Rector
said flexibility is the norm.

“There was a lot of piv-
oting and moving lessons
around, slowing pacing,
and avoiding starting new
content,” she said. “In-
stead, I used those days to
review previously taught
standards, break lessons
into smaller chunks, or plan
independent, stand-alone
activities.”

Experience helps, she
added. “After six years of
teaching, I have a variety
of saved activities that align
with different novels, stan-
dards, and content that I
can use. But in those first
years of teaching, it is hard
to navigate.”

When students return
after illness, challenges
move beyond missed as-
signments.

“Students returning af-
ter an illness could poten-

tially face knowledge gaps,
reduced fluency and writ-
ing stamina, lower confi-
dence, disrupted routines,
and increased anxiety,’
Rector said.

To ease that transition,
she prioritizes communica-
tion and flexibility. “When
students return, I check in
with them, give them their
missing work, and a note
explaining how much time
they have to complete it.”

Her classroom follows a
clear guideline: “Students
get one week from their re-
turn date plus the number
of days they were absent
to complete missed work.”
For longer absences, Rector
said she prioritizes assign-
ments tied directly to stan-
dards.

Built-in supports also
help students regain their
footing. Study hall time al-
lows students to meet with
teachers, and many take
initiative. “Students do a
nice job of advocating for
themselves,” Rector said.
“They’ll ask if they can
work during lunch, recess,
or WIN (What I Need),
or stop by before or after
school.”

Beyond academics, so-
cial reconnection plays an
important role in recovery
as well.

“When students return,
they want to reconnect
with their friends and class-
mates,” Rector said. “They
need those connections,
and [ don’t want them miss-
ing lunch or recess every
day just to get caught up.”

Health officials also
stress seeking medical care
if symptoms worsen, par-
ticularly for high fevers,
difficulty breathing, dehy-
dration, or symptoms that
improve and then return.
Young children, infants,
and older adults require
particular caution.

While seasonal illness is
nothing new, McGrath said
its effects can feel more
pronounced in small com-
munities where schools,
families, and workplaces
are closely connected.

“Respiratory viruses are
part of winter in Iowa,” she
said, “but prevention, vac-
cination, good hygiene, and
staying home when sick can
make a real difference in
protecting our neighbors.”

news

Ashley Marie Cates, of
Council Bluffs, Speeding
Over 55 Zone (6 thru 10
over).

Kailei Shannon Valdiva,
of Clarion, Failure to Have
Valid License or Permit
While Operating.

Alicia Morales, of Fort
Dodge, Failure to Have Valid
License or Permit While Op-
erating.

Omar Adolfo Vasquez
Alvarez, of Clarion, Dark
Windows.

Jefferson Aleja Carranza
Flores, of Dakota City, Ex-
cessive Speed (6 thru 10
over).

CRIMINAL

Victoria Suzanne Homey-
er, Clarion, motion for con-
tinuance; sentencing hearing
continued to Feb. 27,2026, at
11 am.

Cory Wayne Bryan, Eagle
Grove, driving while barred;
waiver of rights and plea of
guilty.

Justin Alexander Beau-
vais, Ankeny, driving while
barred; pretrial conference
March 6, 2026, at 9 a.m.;
jury trial March 19, 2026, at
8:30 a.m.

Danita Colleen Loux,
Eagle Grove, possession
of a controlled substance
(methamphetamine), second
offense; pretrial conference
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March 6, 2026, at 9 a.m.;
jury trial March 19, 2026, at
8:30 a.m.

Jeffery Edward Obrecht,
Belmond, possession of a
controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine), second of-
fense; arraignment resched-
uled for Feb. 6, 2026, at 9
a.m.

Jordan Ronald Currier,
Mason City, identity theft
under $1,500; attorney
waived preliminary hearing.

Jordan Porter Julius
Cook, Belmond, driving
while barred; arraignment
Feb. 20, 2026, at 9 a.m.

Cory Wayne Bryan, Eagle
Grove, driving while barred,
attorney waived preliminary
hearing.

Wilson Amadeo Garcia
Gonzales, Belmond, driving
while barred; preliminary
hearing Feb. 5, 2026, at 1:30
p.m.

Christopher  Michael
Gates, Eagle Grove, driving
while barred; preliminary
hearing Feb. 12, 2026, at
1:30 p.m.

Spencer Alan Steven-
son, Goldfield, willful in-
jury causing serious injury;
pretrial conference March
6, 2026, at 9 a.m.; jury trial
March 19, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.

Martin Antonio Car-
ranza, Clarion, willful in-
jury causing serious injury
and domestic abuse assault
causing injury or mental ill-
ness, first offense; attorney
waived preliminary hearing.

Orlando Melendez Ma-
cias, Clarion, violation of
no-contact/protective order
(contempt); non-jury trial
March 19,2026, at 2 p.m.

Laura Lara Gonzalez,
Eagle Grove, violation of
compulsory attendance re-
quirements.

Roger Dale Simpson Jr.,
Belmond, possession of a
controlled substance, second
offense; time served.
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Church news

CLARION AREA

CLARION FIRST
METHODIST CHURCH
201 3" Ave. NE, Clarion, IA
50525
Pastor Craig Luttrell
515-532-2845
website: www.clarion.church
Church Office
Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00
a.m. — Noon
 Sunday, February 8

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all
ages

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
 Sunday, February 15

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all
ages

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA

420 1% St NW, Clarion, IA
515-532-3440
www.firstlutheranclarion.com
“YOU are love, YOU belong,
YOU are called, and YOU are
gifted”

¢ 9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
Services

* Fat Tuesday Pancake Feed
February 17th from 5:00 - 7:00
p.m.

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST,
CONGREGATIONAL
121 3rd Avenue N.W., Clarion
 Sunday, February 8

9:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Fellowship

CHURCH OF CHRIST

420 North Main, Clarion
Pastor Warren Curry
515-532-3273
http://clarionchurchofchrist.
weebly.com

Facebook Clarion Church of
Christ

9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship, also live
each Sunday on Facebook
6:00 a.m. Tuesday Iron Man,
Fellowship Hall, Church Building
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, Weekly
Prayer Time Fellowship Hall,
Church Building

Ongoing Bible Studies — times
and locations vary; check for
more information at the church
office week.

ST. JOHN CATHOLIC
608 2nd Ave. N.E., Clarion
Father Jerry W. Blake, Pastor
515-532-3586
* Thursday, February 5

No Weekday Masses

2:00 p.m. She Shall Be Called
Woman at Sacred Heart, Eagle
Grove
¢ Friday, February 6

No Weekday Masses

7:00 p.m. Rosary at Sacred
Heart, Eagle Grove
e Saturday, February 7

3:15 p.m. Adoration at St. John,
Clarion

4:00 p.m. Mass at St. John,
Clarion

7:15 p.m. Adoration at St. John,
Clarion

8:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish at St.
John, Clarion
 Sunday, February 8

7:15 a.m. Rosary and Adoration
at St. Francis Xavier, Belmond

8:00 a.m. Confirmation Meeting
at St. Francis Xavier, Belmond

8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Francis
Xavier, Belmond

9:45 a.m. Rosary and Adoration
at Sacred Heart, Eagle Grove

10:30 a.m. Mass at Sacred
Heart, Eagle Grove
* Monday, February 9

8:15 a.m. Rosary at St. Francis
Xavier, Belmond

6:30 p.m. She Shall Be Called

Woman at St. John, Clarion

7:30 p.m. Baptism Preparation
in Spanish at St. John, Clarion
* Tuesday, February 10

No Weekday Masses

9:00 a.m. She Shall Be Called
Woman at St. Francis Xavier,
Belmond

2:00 p.m. OCIA at St. Francis
Xavier, Belmond
¢ Wednesday, February 11

No Weekday Masses

6:30 p.m. YFF Classes at all
Parishes

6:30 p.m. Adoration at all
Parishes

6:30 p.m. OCIA at St. John,
Clarion

7:30 p.m. Rosary for Our Lady
of Lourdes in Spanish at St. John,
Clarion
¢ Thursday, February 12

No Weekday Masses

2:00 p.m. She Shall Be Called
Woman at Sacred Heart, Eagle
Grove

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

219 First Street N.W. Clarion
515-532-2709

¢ Sunday, February 8, Todd
Studer will be leading the service
¢ Sunday 9:00 a.m.

¢ Sunday 10:30 a.m. Adult
Sunday School Class

* Wednesdays 6:00 a.m. Men’s
Bible Study

* Saturdays 8:00 a.m. Men’s
Group

THE LIGHTHOUSE
CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE
Dana Wendel, Pastor
1010 2nd Street SW; Clarion
515-293-3003
FREE Dinner will be on the first
Sunday of the month.
¢ Sunday
9:30 a.m. Coffee Time
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
¢ Tuesday
11:00 a.m. Prayer Time
* [glesia del Nazareno
6:00 p.m. Sabado
6:00 p.m. Domingo
Lay Minister Mynor
515-851-9699
Bienvenidos

GOLDFIELD AREA

Rejoice Church: A Word and
Spirit Church

Pastors Cris and Jennifer Decious
Sunday worship 10:30 am
www.Rejoicechurchiowa.com or
watch us on facebook

NEW LOCATION! We will
begin IN PERSON WORSHIP
services starting on DECEMBER
1,2024 in our home worship
room at 3320 210" St. Goldfield,
1A 50542

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
220 E. Oak St., Goldfield, IA
50542
515-825-3581
goldfield.upc@gmail.com
Facebook @goldpres
“A Church for the Community”
Office M-F 7:30 — 11:30 a.m.
¢ Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Goldfield
Pastor Ron Rasmussen
¢ Sunday, February 8

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
and Fellowship Coffee in the
Fellowship Room.
No Sunday School

Z,
Community Pharmacy
at Iowa Specialty Hospital
215 13th Ave SW

Clarion, IA 50525
515-532-2801

Comm

The Local

www.commlnet.net

Phone, Video, & High Speed Internet
All on a Fiber Optic Netwark!
641-762-3772 or 515-825-3766

GOLDFIELD UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
P.O.Box 214
515-825-3754
Pastor: Ann Trimble Ray. Each
bring a new perspective to our
church and God!
e Sunday Services

11:00 a.m. Worship time
Everyone Welcome!

HOLMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH
2139 Hancock Ave, Holmes,
Towa
HolmesLutheran@gmail.com
Pastor George Lautner

Office hours 9 a.m. -3 p.m.
(Flexible)

515-825-3660
e Sunday, February 8

9:30 a.m. Proclaim Choir and
Women’s Ensemble with 27
Students from Free Lutheran
Bible College (FLBC) share the
gospel through music, personal
conversations, and fellowship
with this year’s theme The God of
Hope! Everyone Welcome!

10:30 a.m. Sunday School for
all ages

Communion 1% & 3™ Sundays

Praise Songs & Worship last
Sunday of the month

HOLMES BAPTIST CHURCH
2137 Hancock Avenue
Pastor Cody Huber
515-825-3110
e Sundays

9:30 a.m. Sunday school, 10:30
a.m. Worship Service, 5 p.m.
Evening Service
* Wednesdays

Prayer Meeting, youth group,
kids club (1%— 6" grades — during
school year)

WRIGHT CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH
1730 130th Street, Kanawha
641-762-3947
e Sunday, February 8

9:30 a. m. Morning Worship,
10:30 a.m. Fellowship, 11 a.m.
Sunday School, 6 p.m. Evening
Worship

ROWAN AREA

UNITED CHURCH OF
ROWAN
Pastor Nancy Hofmeister
811 Pesch St., Box 38, Rowan
e Sundays
10:00 a.m. Worship
e February 3 and 10
1:30 p..m. Women’s Bible
Study
* Wednesday, February 11
10:00 a.m. Clergy Cluster
* Wednesday, February 18
10:00 a.m. Council
11:00 a.m. Property,
Maintenance and Memorial
e Thursday, February 19
2:00 p.m. UCR Women

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Missouri Synod

Jet. Highway 69 & 3

Pastor Mark Eichler
 Sunday, February 8

10:30 a.m. Divine Services,
11:45 a.m. Bible Study
October 7 — 28 and November 4
at 1:30 p.m. Women’s Bible Study

DOWS AREA

SOVEREIGN GRACE
CHURCH
109 N. Eskridge St., Dows
Dows / www.sgcdows.com
Doug Holmes, Pastor
 Sunday, February 8

10:15 a.m. Sunday school,
Coffee, 11:15 a.m. Worship at
First Presbyterian in Dows

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Dows, IA
Masking is option
* Sunday, February 8
9:00 a.m. SS/Conf/Coffee
10:00 a.m. Worship

UNITED METHODIST

& PRESBYTERIAN

* Sunday, February 8

10 a.m. Dows Joint Worship at
Untied Methodist

FIRST REFORMED
214 Brown St., Alexander
¢ Sundays
9:30 a.m. Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship

IMMANUEL U.C.C.

204 E. South St., Latimer

Joe Dunnwald

* Sunday, February 8
10:30 a.m. Worship

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
304 W. Main, Latimer
Travis Berg, Pastor
* Sunday, February 8

9 a.m. Worship, 10:15 a.m.
ABC/Sunday School

UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
Morgan, Lee Center, Bradford
Erling Shultz, Pastor
* Sunday, February 8

8:30 a.m. Worship (B), 9:30
a.m. Worship (LC), 10:30 a.m.
Worship (M)

MISSIONARY ALLIANCE
CHURCH
3rd & Lake Streets, Blairsburg,
1A 50034
¢ Sundays

8:45 - 9:45 a.m. Café is open
serving donuts, smoothies and
coffee beverages

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Nursery available for
children up to age 2
10:00 a.m. Kids Church for
children 2 years to grade 5
* Wednesday

5:45 - 6:15 p.m. Café Open

6:30 p.m. Youth

6:30 p.m. Kids Club for
children grades 1-5

NAZARETH LUTHERAN
Coulter
Pastors Tom Dettmer and Stanley
Peterson
 Sunday, February 8

9:30a.m. Joint Sunday Worship
Service with Holy Communion,
Coffee to follow
* Dinner is the first Sunday of the
month

AVEYOU
TALKEDTO
COD LATTLY?

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Contact: Katie Phillips
to Advertise in the Church Directory
for only $10.00 per week!
641-790-1841 or
sales@wrightcountymonitor.com

The Clarion Wire

**  ANNOUNCEMENT
from Jolene Rasmussen:
“Goldfield United Method-
ist will no longer be collect-
ing plastic bags. Thank you
to all who have contributed
bags in the past.”

** Time is running short!
Wright County Charitable
Foundation is calling on
area non-profit organiza-
tions to submit grant ap-
plications for funding to
help complete projects and
programs that benefit the
people of Wright County,
Iowa. WCCF 2026 Grant-
ing Cycle is OPEN NOW!
Applications will be ac-
cepted until Sunday, Feb-
ruary 15, 2026. Each grant
applicant is required to
match 20 percent (20%) of
the grant funds requested.
The links to the Applica-
tion and Guidelines for the
2026 Granting Cycle can
be found at: www.wright-
county.org/departments/
economic_development/
charitable_foundation.php
<https://facebook.us8 list-
manage.com/track/click?u
=1343e3d53a477ebbe3cc99
ebd&id=747ba0afe2 &e=f7
4d60054e>

*#% BINGO continues at
the Clarion Senior Citizens
Center every Friday at 1:30
-3:30 p.m.

** BEveryone is welcome as
Holmes Lutheran Church
hosts an uplifting hour-long
worship & praise service on
Sunday, February 8 at 9:30
a.m. with 27 students from
Minnesota’s Free Lutheran
Bible College on their Feb-
ruary tour to Iowa and their
THE GOD OF HOPE pre-
sentation!

** Kanawha Swimming
Pool “Omelet Brunch” at
the Kanawha Fire Station
on Sunday morning, Febru-
ary 8. Freewill donation for
pool repairs!

**It’s “Cookie Decorating”
at Clarion’s Senior Citizens
Center on Monday, Febru-
ary 9 at 1:30 p.m.

** The Senior Citizens
Center is closed on Tuese-
day’s (due to lack of partici-
pation!) Anyone wanting
to volunteer at the center
or with ideas of programs,
contact Gloria Johnson -
515-835-7728.

** ‘2nd Avenue Society’
entertains at the Bru on 3
Tuesdays! But in February
it is Tuesday, February 10;
note the one time change!!
** 500 card players: ‘500’
each Wednesday at Clari-
on’s Senior Citizens Cen-
ter; both men and women;
from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. And
on Thursdays, learn to play
‘Hand & Foot’ card game!
Also 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

** Play (learn) Pickleball!
From 6 - 8 p.m. at Clarion’s
Elementary/Middle School
Multi-Purpose Room (en-
try on north side of school

CLARION

WELLNESS & REHABILTATION
CENTER

Zating Staff...
® Quality Rehabiliation

515-532-2893

110 13th Avenue SW
Clarion, Iowa 50525

@,

204 E. Broadway St.
Eagle Grove, IA.

N\
'lFIRST
BAN K

Serving You First
Member

www.firstiowa.bank ppic

«aws THRIFTY
WHITE

R
P PHARMACY|

Committed to Healthy Outcomes

210 North Main « Clarion
515-532-6626

Laura Phillips
Pharmacy Manager

AnRIDGESTONE
HANSON & SONS

Tire and Auto Service
'
1407 Central Ave. East
Clarion, IA 50525
Phone 515-532-2444
Fax 515-532-2299
www.hansontire.net
Email:
che_hanson72@yahoo.com

—

= Ve

%
~
CITIZENS

First Citizens Bank
myfcb.bank

1 Peter 5:6 (NIV)

-James Stone

_

(14 Humble yourselves, therefore,
under God’s mighty hand, that he
may lift you up in due time. 99

Humility in Our Service

erving others in a humble capacity comes from
Sthe recognition that its significance is not derived

from who witnesses our service, but instead, whom
we are serving. In this way, we should seek out the
performance of good deeds in private, and understand
that our service is a personal choice, and never a
contract with someone else. While we may sometimes
feel that our good acts go unnoticed, we can reinforce
our desires to do good for others in understanding our
service is measured not by the praise it brings to us, but
the good that it brings to others. Simply, we are asked
to serve others with the expectation that the single
benefit is the grace we receive from God, rather than
the attention we receive from others.

building). Pay $2 to play.
Every Wednesday evening
in February. Contact Gloria
Johnson for more informa-
tion 515-835-7728.

** Wright County Eco-
nomic Development, in col-
laboration with the Heart
of Iowa Regional Housing
Trust Fund, has forgivable
home rehabilitation loans
available for qualifying
low-income individuals for
repairing owner-occupied
houses in Wright County.
For more information,
contact Aaron J. Budweg,
Wright County Economic
Development Director, at
(515) 532-6422.

** Mark your calendars
for a “Chocolate Crawl”
in Clarion’s retail district
on Thursday, February 12
from4 - 6 p.m.

** Celebrate Valentine’s
Day at FUEL in Clarion on
both Friday and Saturday,
February 13 & 14. Watch
for dinner specials as time
comes closer!

** Join dining at Clarmond
Country Club on Friday,
February 13 to celebrate
Valentine’s Day. Lots of
dining specials; check them
out on facebook. Or make
reservations by calling 515-
532-2911 or website clar-
mond16@gmail.com.

** Make Cattleman’s a des-
tination for fun on Valen-
tine’s Day! Antonio Lopes
and his jazz trio will be
performing on Saturday,
February 14 from 6 - 8
p.m. Please call ahead to
make reserations or to book
catering, call Pete at 641-
430-1688 or email cattle-
mansdining@gmail.com
<mailto:cattlemansdinin
g@gmail.com> for more
information.

*% Celebrate Fat Tuesday
PANCAKE FEED at First
Lutheran Church in Clar-
ion, on Tuesday, February
17 from 5-7 p.m.

** Have fun at the Bru in
southwest Clarion: ‘Trivia
Nights® are normally the 1%
& 3% Thursdays - next time
is February 19! And’Bingo’
on 4" Tuesdays - February
24!

** AT THE CLARION
THEATRE: Showing “Solo
Mio” on Friday - Sunday,
February 6 - 8 @ 7 p.m.;
Sunday Matinee at 2:30
p.m. - February 8.

** VOLUNTEER OPPOR-
TUNITY: Want to help
with the 2026 Clarion’s
Festival in the Park? Con-
tact CDA for more details
- 515-532-2256!

** THANK YOU: To
Clarion Development Alli-
ance (CDA) leadership and
volunteers for organizing
last weekend’s CASINO
NIGHT! And all the other
events which they plan and
carryout!
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Words of WisdonO\

Last week’s trivia questions:
The 2026 Winter Olympics opening
ceremony is Feb. 6 in Italy. What are
the five colors of the “Olympic Rings”
logo? Answer: Blue, yellow,
black, green, and red. ()

What year was the first Olympics that were
televised? Answer: The 1936 Summer Olympics in
Berlin, Germany, but only within the country. The
first Olympic games televised in the United States

were the 1960 Winter Olympics in Squaw Valley,
California.

What man holds the record for most Olympic gold
medals? American swimmer Michael Phelps has won
23 gold medals.

What two women are tied for the most Olympic
gold medals? American swimmer Katie Ledecky and
Russian gymnast Larisa Latynina have both won nine

gold medals.
skskskoskosk
This week’s trivia questions:
What two pro football teams are tied for the most
Super Bowl wins?
What two pro football teams are tied for the most
Super Bowl losses?
skskskoskosk
February is American Heart Month, Cancer
Prevention Month, Cat Health Month, Financial

Aid Awareness Month, Hot Breakfast Month,

International Friendship Month, National

Embroidery Month, National Weddings Month,
National Cherry Month, Great American Pies Month,
National Canned Food Month, National Grapefruit
Month, and National Snack Food Month.
sheskskoskok
Feb. 4 is Farmer’s Day, Homemade Soup Day,
World Cancer Day, and Sweater Day; Feb. 5 is
National Weatherperson’s Day; Feb. 6 is Bubble
Gum Day, and National Wear Red Day; Feb. 7 is
Rose Day, and Ballet Day; Feb. 8 National Iowa Day,
Super Bowl Sunday, and National Kite-Flying Day;
Feb. 9 is Chocolate Day, and National Pizza Day;
Feb. 10 is International Cribbage Day.
skskskoskosk
This week is Boy Scout Anniversary Week, Burn
Awareness Week, and National School Counseling
Week.
stk sk
Funny quotes from Super Bowl players:
“I’ve been to the Super Bowl four times, and
I still can’t figure out which camera is the one
I’m supposed to look at.” — Quarterback Peyton
Manning
“We’re going to Disney World... unless my wife
says we’re going home to do laundry.” — New York
Giants quarterback Phil Simms after winning Super
Bowl XXI
“I want to thank God... and also my linemen for
actually blocking somebody this year.” — New York
Jets quarterback Joe Namath
“If it’s the ultimate, how come they’re playing it
again next year?” - Dallas Cowboys running back
Duane Thomas, when asked if playing in the Super
Bowl was the ultimate experience.
skskskskok
This year’s Super Bowl on Sunday, Feb. 8 matches
the Seattle Seahawks against the New England
Patriots. These two teams also met in the 2015 Super
Bowl, with the Patriots defeating the Seahawks 28-
24.
shskskoskok
The lowest-scoring Super Bowl was played in
2019, when the New England Patriots defeated the
Los Angeles Rams 13-3 for a total of 16 points. The
highest-scoring Super Bowl was played in 1995,
when the San Francisco 49’ers defeated the San
Diego Chargers 49-26, for a combined total of 75

points.
skkoksksk

Welcome Helen Retleff, ARNP
% to our Clarion clinic gz 4y
Annual check-ups and physicals J

Help managing chronic conditions like diabetes,
high blood pressure, and asthma

Care for common ilinesses and minor injuries
(colds, flu, infections, sprains) Yl

A
Helen Retleff, ARNP
EAGLE GROVE  CLARION

Health screenings and lab work
306 W Broadway 303 N Main St

(%}'X Community
Health Center
515-293-8111

Open to all, regardless of insurance status.

515-532-3343

Get all your news online:
www.clarionnewsonline.com

J OHNSON MONUMENT CO.
For Timeless Memories Since 1921
1914 North 15th Street < Fort Dodge, IA 50501

Toll Free: 1-888-455-4367
515-576-7233 + www.kjgems.com

All memorials on sale through end of February

Monitor Memories

From THE ARCHIVES OoF THE WRIGHT CouNTY MoONITOR
1984 - 1949

42 Years Ago
February 9, 1984

Damage to the Hannes
Schilling workshop behind
his house in north Clarion
was-limited because of
the quick action of the
Clarion Fire Department.
The workshop was filled
with tools and other items
that could have caused
major problems if they had
become involved in the
blaze. Smoke damage can
be seen above the fireman’s
head on the top of the
doorframe.

Robert  Beckett, a
fifth grader in the Clarion
schools has won the
local Geography Bee
competition. The local
competition is part of
a  nationwide  contest
sponsored by National
Geographic  “World” in
the Society’s magazine for
children. = The top three
finalists at the national level
will win $25,000, $15,000
and $10,000 scholarships
respectively: Beckett was
awarded the local winners
certificate plusa few small
gifts such as an inflatable
globe, books, maps, etc.

The second Clarion-
Goldfield girl’s basketball
matchup  with  Algona
went better than their First
meeting, with the Cowgirls
winning the game on their
home court 40-34. “It was
a defensive game,” said
Coach Elaine Hinton. “We
had to hold the ball to bring
them out and that’s the way
they have always played.

77 Years ago
February 10, 1949
Two  members  of

the Clarion city council
resigned at the regular
meeting Monday night,
swapped jobs, and were
reappointed council
members, all in the space of
a couple of minutes. Orville
Cambler, formerly ward
four council representative
recently moved from
that ward to ward one.
Cambler was appointed as
councilman-at-large  and
Leo [Littlefield become
ward four councilman.

To augment funds
necessary to issue the
1949 edition of the Clarion
high school senior class’
“The Lasso,” members
of the yearbook staff and
Larry Day, manager of
the Clarion theater, have
combined to bring to
the theater the musical
film “Carnegie Hall” the
evening of March 2. Only
one performance will be
given. “Carnegie Hall” will
be a treat not only to music-
lovers but to picture fans in
general, as it is one of the
biggest hits to be produced
in recent years.

Wright county has
contributed more than four
times the amount of money
collected in previous drives
against polio in the 1949
campaign, according to
Robert B Kay, Clarion,
chairman of the campaign
in the county. When all
funds are in the sum is
expected to amount to
nearly $5,000 according
to Kay. The previous
contribution was $1087.

Men’s Bible Study
Meets at Kanawha’s

City Hall

Rodger Tveiten

Every Saturday morning
at 9:00, eight to ten men
gather at the Kanawha
City Hall for a non-
denominational Bible
study. Study leaders are
Herb Schreur and Casey
Simmons.  Sessions are

limited to 60 minutes. The
coffee and the cookies
are free and students
need to bring their own
Bibles. The Bible study
was founded ten years ago.
Sessions are not held in the
summer. New students are
welcome.

Wright County
Economic Development
Director Awarded State
Scholarship for
Advanced Training

Wright County Econom-
ic Development (WCED) is
pleased to announce that
Director Aaron J. Budweg
has been awarded a profes-
sional development scholar-
ship from the Professional
Developers of Iowa (PDI).
The $500 award will sup-
port his attendance at the
2026 Heartland Economic
Development Course, the
premier regional training
program for economic de-
velopment professionals.

The scholarship, which
is awarded to a select group
of applicants across the
state based on professional
merit and commitment to
community growth, reflects
WCED’s ongoing efforts to
bring best-in-class strate-
gies back to Wright County.
The Heartland course, held
in mid-April, is an intensive
“bootcamp” that focuses on
critical pillars of local suc-
cess, including business
retention and expansion,
workforce talent develop-
ment, site selection, and
economic development fi-
nance.

“Staying competitive
in today’s market requires
specialized training and
regional connections,” said
Budweg. “This scholar-

ship is an opportunity to
strengthen our county’s ca-
pacity while being fiscally
responsible with our lo-
cal resources. By pursuing
external funding for this
training, we are ensuring
that Wright County remains
at the table with regional
partners and site selectors
without adding a burden to
the county budget.”

The award comes at a
time of significant mo-
mentum for the region.
Following the recent an-
nouncement that the Wright
County Charitable Founda-
tion (WCCF) Endowment
Fund has surpassed the
$1,000,000 milestone, this
investment in professional
leadership further signals
a new chapter of growth for
the area.

“Our goal is to ensure
every community in Wright
County—from our larger
cities to our smaller rural
towns—has access to the
most effective economic
tools available,” Budweg
added. “The strategies
learned through the Profes-
sional Developers of Iowa
will be directly applied
to our 2026 initiatives in
housing, grant readiness,
and business support.”

Contact: Katie Phillips
to Advertise!
641-790-1841 or

sales@wrightcountymonitor.com

Dbtz vias
Daryl Zwiefel

1938 - 2026

Daryl Zwiefel, 87, of
Clarion, passed away on
Tuesday, January 27, 2026.

Funeral service was held
at 10:00 AM on Monday,
February 2, 2026 at Clarion
United Church of Christ
Congregational. Burial
took place in the Evergreen
Cemetery in Clarion.

Visitation was held from
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM on Sun-
day, February 1, 2026 at
Ewing Funeral Home in
Clarion.

Daryl Fred Zwiefel,
son of Fred John and Lil-
lian Thelma Zwiefel was
born on June 19, 1938 in
LuVerne, Iowa. He started
school at Vernon Consoli-
dated School. In 1952 his
family moved to Goldfield,
Iowa. Then in 1956 another
move came to a farm in
Dows, where he then at-
tended Dows High School
and graduated in 1957.

His interest in farm-
ing came about when he
started to work for the Burt
Brothers after graduation.
In addition to farming, he
worked for Kelly’s Stan-
dard Station and Adams
Farm Equipment.

On September 20, 1959
Daryl married Phyllis Eth-
el Marshall in Clarion, at
the First Congregational
Church. From this time on,
he began farming and rais-
ing livestock. A family was
started in 1960 with Laura,
then followed by Linda in
1962, and Mark in 1967.

Daryl spent winters
working at Wright County
Implement and Cargill.
Throughout his lifetime he
was a member of the First
Congregational Church,
and served on many boards
within the church. He was
a 4-H leader, on the Wright
County Fair Board, a mem-
ber of the Beef and Pork
Producers, Lincoln Town-
ship Trustee, and loved be-
ing a member of the North
Central Antique Tractor
Club.

Crop farming and rais-

Bi

|

ing livestock was his joy
in life along with driving
tractors and working farm
ground. He loved spending
time with his children and
grandchildren by attending
sporting events, teaching
them how to drive tractors
and sharing his passion for
parades with them. In his
later years, you could find
him with his coffee buddies
in the mornings talking
about the latest town news
and in the evenings sharing
cookies with his grandchil-
dren and great grandchil-
dren.

He is survived by his
wife Phyllis, daughter, Lin-
da (Tom) Garner of Trim-
ble, MO., son Mark of Clar-
ion, IA., five grandchildren:
Kyle (Allison) Garner, De-
nise Garner, David Garner,
Brandon (Sarah) Zwiefel,
and Megan (Brady) Brott.
Five great grandchildren:
Ainsley and Lincoln Gar-
ner, Tucker Zwiefel, and
Knox Brott. One sister,
Vicky (Philip) Montag of
Dows. One sister in-law,
Inez Hanig and brother in-
law, Carl Hollebrands, and
many nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, his daugh-
ter Laura, sister Darlene
Triggs, and numerous in-
laws, nieces and nephews.

Ewing Funeral Home
1801 Central Avenue East

PO Box 363

Clarion, lowa 50525

515-532-2233

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Baby Girl

Rhianna and Graeham
Schope would like to
announce the birth of
their  daughter Emelia
Ann. She was born Friday,
January 23, 2026 at the
Towa Specialty Hospital
in Clarion, IA. Proud
Grandparents are: Elaine
and Wayne Schope and
Kim Hanus of Eagle Grove,
IA.

Baby Girl

Marcy Aiton Rabanaks
and Jose Humberto
Xalamihus ~ Zopiyac  of
Clarion, TA would like to
announce the birth of their
daughter Nathaly Yoana.
She was born Monday,
January 26, 2026 at the
Iowa Specialty Hospital in
Clarion, IA. She weighed 6
pounds 9.8 ounces. She joins
her sibling: Elizabeth (3).

Grant Opportunity:
Support for Your
Summer Youth
Internship Program

This is a significant
grant opportunity recently
announced by Iowa Work-
force Development (IWD)
that could provide substan-
tial funding for your orga-
nization’s youth outreach
and workforce develop-
ment efforts.

The Summer Youth In-
ternship Program grant is
now open for applications.
This program is designed
to help Iowa employers,
nonprofits, and commu-
nity organizations create
meaningful summer work
experiences for young lo-
wans, particularly in high-
demand industries.

How This Grant Can
Benefit Your Organization

If your business or
agency is looking to build
a future talent pipeline, this

grant provides the finan-
cial support necessary to
jumpstart or expand an in-
ternship program. Awarded
funds are flexible and can
be used to cover:

* Participant Wages and
post-program compensa-
tion.

e Training Resources
and materials.

e Program Supplies and
administrative costs.

Eligibility and Priorities

Priority for funding will
be given to programs that
focus on youth who face
barriers to the labor mar-
ket or are from low-income
households. Additionally,
programs should align with
high-demand occupations
as defined by the state of
Iowa.
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(i) SPORTS

Audrey Egland had a team-high 11 points vs. Hampton-
Dumont-CAL. (Photo: Taylor Smith)

el

Taylor Johnson shoots a free throw. (Photo: Taylor
Smith)

Kalli Schermer gets back on defense. (Photo: Taylor

Smith)

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

The Cowgirl basketball
team played three North
Central Conference games
last week.

Against Clear Lake (12-
3 overall, 9-1 conference)
on Tuesday night in Cerro
Gordo County, Clarion-
Goldfield-Dows would
lose, 88-3.

Brianna Reyes had two
points and two rebounds.
Haddi Lantzky grabbed
three rebounds, and Ruby
Poac hit a free throw.

On Thursday night, at
home in Clarion and hosting

Hampton-Dumont-CAL (6-
11, 4-6), the Cowgirls were
defeated, 54-13.

Forward Audrey Egland
banked in a teardrop to put
CGD on the board in the 1%
quarter. The hot-shooting
Bulldogs used the three-
point line and a helpful
backboard to jump to a
31-4 lead in the 1* half.

CGD’s only other 1%
half basket came on an
Egland baby hook.

In the 3%, Egland hit a
three and showed off her
speed on a fast break layup.
She finished the night with
a team-high 11 points.

Daphne Tijull Villatoro

(Photo:Taylor Smith)

Junior Kalli Schermer
scored two in the loss.

A night later, the Iowa
Falls-Alden Cadets (9-8,
6-5) bested the Cowgirls,

fights for a loose ball.

60-7.

Full statistics were not
made available at the time
of publication.

Lane

E

”\F‘M e

Chaz Lane is averaging 18.1 PPG, 8.4 RPG, and 1.8
BPG in his junior campaign. (Photo: Taylor Smith)

Against Hampton-Dumont-CAL, team co-captain
Tristan Kakacek would score all of his 10 points in the
1st half. (Photo: Taylor Smith)

L-2600045

Earmer{:l
=.. 2= Nation
Z~//Company.

80+ Acres * Wright County, lowa
The Red Shed Event Center | 908 2nd Street, NW Clarion, lowa
Wednesday, February 11, 2026 at 10:00 AM

Bidding starts | Monday, February 9, 2026 at 8:00 AM
Bidding ends | Wednesday, February 11, 2026 at close of live event
to register and bid go to: www.FNCBID.COM

-- 80 acre tract with 3 grain bins and 1 machine shed --
-- Farm is approximately 98% tillable, is partially tiled,
and has and average CSR2 of 87.2 --

For more information on property details, please contact:

Roger L. Johnson, Agent
Phone: (319) 230-0389

www.FNCRealEstate.com

Torches Conference Foes on

Paxton Lingenfelter has proven to be a fierce defender
in his first year of varsity basketball. (Photo: Taylor
Smith)

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

After a pair of North
Central Conference hoops
victories last week, the
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows
Cowboys sit at 11-5 overall
and 6-5 in conference play.

It all began with a
difficult Tuesday evening
road loss to (3A) #9 Clear
Lake (11-1 overall, 8-0
conference).

Chaz Lane had 13 points
and seven rebounds in the
contest against last year’s
3A state runner-up squad.

The Cowboys would
lose, 69-27, to the
conference front runners.

Fortunately, the boys
would regroup to overcome
Hampton-Dumont-CAL (5-
10, 3-6) a few days later.

Coach Berning’s
Cowboys knocked off the
visiting Bulldogs, 63-51.

Everything seemed to be
clicking for the team in the
1% quarter. Tristan Kakacek
sank a corner three, and a
steal from JD Morrical led
to a fastbreak layup on the
other end.

Chaz

Lane was

automatic against HDC,
and he even cashed in on
a rare three-pointer. The
6’4” forward had 14 of
CGD’s 24 1% quarter points.

In the 2™ quarter,
Kakacek continued to
provide valuable offense
for CGD. Tristan finished
the night with 10 points,
five steals, and three dimes.

The Cowboys led 37-
23 at the half, but the
energized Bulldogs would
find a way to cut that lead
to single digits midway
through the 3".

The comeback attempt
was short-lived, however,
and a late floater from Lane
proved to be the dagger. He
would later seal the deal for
CGD at the charity stripe.

Lane had a season-high
33 points on 62% shooting
and also chipped in 10
boards and two blocks.

Morrical finished with
11 points, six assists, six
steals, and five rebounds.

The team would make it
two in a row and close out
their week with a blowout
road win in Iowa Falls on
Friday.

Back-to-B

ack Nights

Jacob Ruba had 13 points and five steals in CGD’s 70-
42 win over Iowa Falls-Alden. (Photo: Taylor Smith)

The Cadets (2-14, 1-9)
led by six after a quarter.
However, they would fall
to CGD, 70-42.

Lane shot 11-for-18 from
the field and had another
masterful performance with
26 points, 11 rebounds, and
two steals.

Classifieds

NOTICES

NOTICE: Garage door
sales, service and repairs.
Farm, home and commercial
garage doors and operators.
For prompt service, phone
Mike Sampson in Kanawha
at 641-762-3330

FOR RENT

FOR RENT: KANAWHA
APTS. 2BR/IBA $450.
IBR/IBA $375. Updated
Property, New Appliances,
on site Laundry. Landlord
Pays Water and Sewer.
CALL AL 641-494-7965

FOR RENT
1&2 BD Apartments in
Goldfield. 62 and older

Jacob Ruba scored 13
and snagged five steals,
and Huxley Lingenfelter
dropped in 12 in the win.

Thursday night, the
Cowboys will face West
Fork (6-9 overall) in a non-
conference away game.

or  disabled/handicapped
at any age. Income
Based, rental assistance if
qualified. Contact Connor
Management &  Real
Estate, LLC 641-435-4788/
lkconnor@connormgt.com
Equal Housing Opportunity
Provider.

WORK WANTED:

I am a handyman seeking
mowing and odd jobs.
I have a new zero turn
mower and have done this
type of work for years now,
and I do power washing and
tree trimming. I do painting
jobs as well.

Contact Larry Hughes at
515-364-2310

Property tax bills continued from page 2

— a measure that advocates
for these elected officials
said could create conflicts
in county governments.
Warren County Recorder
Jordyn Hill told lawmakers
the measure “eliminates the
voters’ voice and choice in
selecting their local govern-
ment representatives.”

“It erodes the separa-
tion of power and, we think,
checks and balances within
county government,” Hill
said. “The Board of Super-
visors already have control
over our budget, it removes
voters’ response of real-
time, hands-on leadership,
directly impacting service
levels and responsiveness.”

In contrast, the House
bill has language upping
the requirements to approve
bonds payable through
property taxes — stating
a 60% vote of approval at

the ballot box is necessary.
Chelsea Hoye with the Iowa
League of Cities said the
local government organiza-
tion was concerned about
this provision, saying if en-
acted, it would “fundamen-
tally change how cities fi-
nance essential projects like
roads, water, sewer systems,
public safety equipment and
disaster recovery.”

“In practice, this would
increase costs, slow proj-
ects and make it harder to
respond to urgent infra-
structure needs or compete
for economic development
opportunities where tim-
ing matters,” Hoye said.
“Cities will often include
clearly identified projects
in a single bond issue as a
cost-saving measure, so Vot-
ers and residents can see
the full scope of planned
investments while avoiding

the added expense of issu-
ing multiple separate bonds.
Turning those routine deci-
sions into repeated special
elections would be costly
and inefficient, and risky for
public safety and economic
growth.”

Advocates from several
groups praised the House
bill for including language
adding more requirements
on information sent to prop-
erty taxpayers explaining
how these funds are used by
their local governments.

Both of the House bills
move next to the full Ways
and Means Committee.

Senate Republicans also
have introduced a property
tax proposal that differs sig-
nificantly from the House
and governor’s bills, which
includes changes to Iowa’s
“rollback” system for cal-
culating property taxes and

would eliminate property
taxes entirely for older Iowa
homeowners.

Rep. Carter Nordman, R-
Adel, said discussions are
still ongoing on all three of
these proposals, and said
leaders would “continue to
work with everybody, all
stakeholders, on these is-
sues.”

“I think it’s important
that all three of these plans
are out,” Nordman said
“We’re talking about them.
We’re going to eventually
find a place where we are
doing something good for
the taxpayer.”

©Copyright 2026, lowa
Capital Dispatch. Published
under a Creative Commons
license, CC BYNC-ND 4.0.
Read more at iowacapitald-
ispatch.com
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H#2 Cowboys Trlumph in Home Trlangular

Easton Beyer outlasted Eagle Grove’s Jayden Estrada-
Kreitlow in a closely contested match. (Photo: Taylor

Smith)

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

Last week, the (2A) #2
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows
Cowboys wrestling team
hosted Forest City and Ea-
gle Grove in an area trian-
gular, and two upperclass-
men wrestlers earned their
100" career win.

After Eagle Grove de-
feated Forest City in the
first dual (40-33), the Cow-
boys swiftly dropped the
Indians, 64-18.

Linden Phetxoumphone
(138-pounds) and Ryan

Hartwig (144) both won via
technical fall against their
Forest City counterparts.

Cole Wibholm (106),
Paxton Redenius (120),
Adrian Phetxoumphone
(132), Dawson Beyer (150),
and Easton Beyer (175) all
won by fall.

After his pin over Izaiah
Duncan, the home crowd
and cheerleaders helped
Easton celebrate his 100™
career wrestling win on the
mat.

Then, after a short break,
the Cowboys battled Eagle

Ryan Hartwig gets to work in Clarion. (Photo: Taylor

Smith)

Grove for Wright County
bragging rights in the final
dual of the evening.

The powerful Cowboy
lineup scored 34 unan-
swered points. They domi-
nated from start to finish
and won handily, 61-15.

Estuardo Lopez (113)
and Redenius both won
via technical fall. Adri-
an Phetxoumphone and
Hartwig both won by
fall. With that pin, two-
time state qualifier Ryan
Hartwig notched his 100*
career win.

Dawson Beyer, Ryland
Morgan (165), and JT Kelso
(285) all recorded pins for
the Cowboys against Eagle
Grove.

Adrian Phetxoumphoné pinned Dylan Terwilliger of
EG. (Photo: Taylor Smith)

Cole Wibholm has a 26-6 record this season. (Photo:
Taylor Smith)

100-Win Club:

JT KELSO | JUNIOR

| 285

Who initially talked
you into going out for
wrestling?

My dad convinced me to
try wrestling.

Who’s your wrestling role
model?

My dad. He taught me
discipline and hard work.
Other than your 100"
win, what was the most
memorable win of your
career?

One of my most
memorable wins was at
Fargo my  sophomore

year. I beat the #1-ranked
heavyweight in the Class of
2027, 8-0.
What are your pre-match
rituals?

I like to pace a lot and

Cowboy Questionnaire

On January 17, JT Kelso picked up his 100™ career win
at the Doc Carr Duals in New Hampton. (Photo: Taylor

Smith)

pray before my matches.
Who'’s your  favorite
teacher?

Mrs. Warnke.
What's the best part about

being a Cowboy?

I like being a Cowboy
because everyone here
is super supportive and
caring.

100-Win Club:

Cowboy Questionnaire

RYAN HARTWIG |
SENIOR | 138

Who initially talked you into
going out for wrestling?

Nathan Ysker introduced
me to wrestling.

Who’s your wrestling role
model?

Slade Sifuentes.

Other than your 100"
win, what was the most
memorable win of your
career?

Winning  districts
freshman year.
What are your pre-match
rituals?

I always give Slade a high
five and put my ankle band
on.
Who's
teacher?

Mrs. Staples.

What’s the best part about

my

your  favorite

i

Two-time state qualifier Ryan Hartwig’s 100" career
win came on a fall vs. Eagle Grove. (Photo: Taylor
Smith)

all of the meets and cheer
everyone on.

being a Cowboy?
Seeing the fans come to

Taylor Smith,
Sports Editor

A week ago, the
Eagle Grove/Clarion-

Goldfield-Dows girls
wrestling program had two
tournaments to close out
their season.

On Tuesday at the East
Sac County Tourament in
Sac City, junior Catherine
Orozco came away with a
4th place finish after going
2-2 at 100-pounds.

Sensatinoal sophomore
Marlee Thompson had
an incredible three pins
on the day and earned
a championship at
110-pounds for the Eagles.

Baylee Steig (135) won
by fall over Okoboji’s
Addilyn Benz for 5th place,
and Elideth Santiago took
5th at 120 with two pins.

Kuemper Catholic (169),
Sioux Central (154.5), and

Girls Wrestlers Wrap Up Season

Carroll (141) all placed in
the top three, and EG/CGD
finished 9th with 50 points.

Later in the week on
Friday, January 30, the
team wrapped up their
2025-26 season with their
Class 1A, Region 4 State
Qualifying Meet in Denver.

Unfortunately, none of
the girls were able place
high enough to advance
to the 2026 IGHSAU
Girls  State  Wrestling
Tournament in February.

Thompson wrestled at
115-pounds in Denver.
After receiving two byes,
Thompson won by fall over
Sophia Dvorak of South
Winneshiek in her first
action of the day.

In her semifinal bout,
Thompson would lose by
fall to Addison Buseman
of Janesville. Marlee
then notched a pin in her

Marlee Thompson finished her sophomore campaign
with a record of 38-12. (Photo: John Jensen)

wrestleback and  won
by fall over Humboldt’s
Gracey May in the 3" place
match.

Thompson’s Janesville
opponent placed 2™ after
losing by fall to Emma

Schmit of Charles City.
Only the top two
finishers in each weight
class would earn a trip to
state.
As a team, EG/CGD
placed 15" overall with 42

Junior Keylyee Collins finishes her season with a
record of 16-31. (Photo: John Jensen)

24 record.

Santiago  (120) and
Keylyee Collins (125) both
went 2-2 for EG/CGD.
Santiago had two pins, and
Collins had a fall and a
major decision.

points. Humboldt won with
a score of 184, followed by
Sumner-Fredericksburg
(143) and Denver (134).
Orozco went 1-2 on the
day at 100-pounds and
finished her year with a 26-

Yoder Earns COTY Nod

Taylor Smith,

Sports Editor
Clarion-Goldfield-Dows
wrestling  coach  Cory

Yoder recently caught up
with The Wright County
Monitor after being named
Coach of the Year for the
2A Central District in his
first year steering the ship
for Cowboy wrestling.

“Winning the Coach
of the Year Award for the
IWCOA Central District
means a lot to me,” he
admitted when asked about
his range of emotions
after receiving the coveted
designation. “My dad won
this award back in 1991
and then went on to win the
Coach of the Year Award
for the entire state of Iowa
in Class 1A. I would love
to put another plaque right
beside his.”

Cory’s father, the late
John Yoder Jr., was the
1A Coach of the Year for

Belmond-Klemme in 1991
and a 2003 inductee into
the National Wrestling Hall
of Fame.

This  season, Cory’s
second-ranked =~ Cowboys
boast a 20-4 dual record
and claimed an outright
NCC dual team title. The
team also won their first
North Central Conference
Tournament since 2021
last month, and Yoder
says he’s been grateful for
the community’s support
through it all.

“When I took over the
CGD wrestling program
this April, I knew I had to
get out in the community
and introduce myself to
people so they could get
to know me better,” Yoder
commented. “People
knew of me as an athlete,
but really didn’t know me
as a person. I can’t thank
the community enough for
their amazing support! It’s

Coach Yoder addresses his team at a dual in Clarion.
(Photo: Taylor Smith)

an honor to be the head
wrestling coach at CGD

and this community loves
their wrestling!”

v% @clarion-anldﬁem-nows
Setool District
Middle School/High
School Sports
Calendar

Thursday, February 5
Esports vs. Osage, 4:00 p.m.
7%/8" Grade Boys Basketball @ HDC, 4:15 p.m.
JV/Varsity Boys Basketball @ West Fork, 6:00 p.m.

Friday, February 6
JV/Varsity Boys & Girls Basketball vs.
WC @ CGDHS, 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 7
Boys State Wrestling Duals @ Xtream Arena,
9:00 a.m.

Monday, February 9
7"/8"™ Grade Boys Basketball vs. Clear Lake
@ CGDMS, 4:15 p.m.

Tuesday, February 10
JV/Varsity Boys & Girls Basketball @ HDC,
4:30 p.m.
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Bobtail - Ten Years

Lowell Washburn,
Washburn’s Outdoor Jour-
nal

This morning’s frigid
double digit, below zero
temperatures seemed a lit-
tle warmer when I laid eyes
on an old woodland friend.
Following another round of
Iowa hunting seasons, the
ten-year-old white-tailed
doe I call Bobtail is alive
and well. This is welcome
news for everyone who has
been following her remark-
able story.

I call the deer Bobtail
because, at some point in
life, her tail was literally
chopped in half. Although
we’ll never know the actual
cause, an early encounter
with a fawn-hunting coy-
ote is a possible scenario.
What is certain is that the
short, squared off portion of
the tail that remains makes
Bobtail unmistakably easy
to identify. Bobtail also has
a distinctive white spot on
her muzzle meaning that
I can know it’s her, even
when she’s coming down
the trail head on.

My first encounter with
Bobtail came during the
winter of 2017 when she,
along with several other
deer, streaked across the
road in front of my truck at
the Dave Rosendahl farm
located just south of Clear
Lake. She was already a
huge mature doe then, mak-
ing her at least ten years
old this year. I’ve enjoyed
dozens additional sightings,
and taken dozens of photos,
since that snowy day. I've
learned that Bobtail’s home
range runs more than four
miles in length and in-
cludes both public and pri-
vate landscapes. Bobtail
has produced beautiful sets

Old and Counting!
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In addition to her chopped off tail, Bobtail also has a
distinctive white spot on her muzzle meaning that I can
know it’s her, even when she’s coming down the trail

e

head on. (Photos: Lowell Washburn)

This morning’s frigid, thirteen below zero tempera-
tures seemed a little warmer when I laid eyes on an
old woodland friend. Following another round of Iowa
hunting seasons, Bobtail is alive and well. This is wel-
come news for everyone who has been following her re-
markable story.

of twins every year since
2017, and may have raised
additional fawns before we
first crossed trails.

Deer hunting is one of
my favorite fall and win-
ter pastimes. Our family
thrives on eating venison,
and I am not opposed to

Dows
Legion
Friday, February

BINGO

6°6:00-9:00 p.m.

harvesting does — I do it all
the time — or at least I at-
tempt to. But having said
that, I'll also admit that I
never draw my bow on an
antlerless deer until I'm
absolutely positive that the
animal is not Bobtail. 1
realize, of course, that this
decision is based purely
on emotion rather than
any fact or science. Let’s
just say that I wouldn’t feel
right about shooting a deer
that I've been able to study
and photograph for so many
years.

ESOLDESA

OFFERED BY

NORTH IOWA

REAL ESTATE, LLC =

North lowa Real Estate, LLC

We are the key to
your new home!

515-532-3917

218 1st St. S.W,, Ste. B,

Clarion, lowa 50525
Information@NorthlARE.com

@' B 2

Rod Brooks, Broker/Owner
515-851-0918

Bob Powers, Owner/Salesperson
515-851-0938

U-HAUL

AUTHORIZED DEALER

We are excited to be working with
Stalcup AgService to provide additional
services to our farming communities.

www.stalcupag.com
Call to Schedule a consultation on:
* Farm Appraisals * Farm Real Estate
* Farm Management
www.stalcupag.com

Dows Business &
Professional Directory

Muhlenbruch
Insurance

Shannon Muhlenbruch,
Agent

515-852-4156

Office:
(563) 864-3333
Cell:
(563) 605-1078

1-800-HEY-MORT
(439-6678)
Local Authorzed neto Desler &, Kinetico
Well Systems ¢ Water Conditioning * Backhoe
Sewer Systems * Trenching/Horizontal Boring
Drain Line Auger & Jetting * Plumbing
Geothermal ¢ Heating * Air Conditioning

Air Quality Control * Plumbing * Duct Cleaning

YOUR JOURNEY STARTS HERE

Protect your health with free
HIV testing, prevention resources & more!

Cerro Gordo Public Health supports healthy communities through
prevention, promotion and protection. They offer the following services:

« Testing for HIV
- Testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections (STls)
including chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis
- Testing for hepatitis B and C (for those who qualify)
« Vaccines for adults, including hepatitis A and B and mpox
- Referrals for HIV prevention medication (PrEP)
+ Substance use screening and referral
» Free condoms and safer sex supplies
« Free naloxone and supplies for reducing harms related to substance

use

PUBLICHEALTH
healthier together

HIV

IOWA

STOP

i

Casino Night Hosted
by the CDA Brings

Community

The Clarion Develop-
ment Alliance (CDA) re-
cently hosted a Casino
Night, offering community
members a fun and relaxed
evening out. Guests enjoyed
a variety of casino-style
games, socializing, and a
lighthearted atmosphere.

Those who attended had
a good time and appreciat-
ed the opportunity to gather
and try something different
in the community. Volun-
teers helped the evening
run smoothly, and their
time and effort were greatly
appreciated.

“We’re thankful for ev-
eryone who came out to
support the event,” said
Bailey Sebby, Executive
Director of the CDA. “Ca-
sino Night was a fun way to
connect with the commu-
nity, and we look forward
to continuing to host events

that bring people together.”
The CDA looks forward
to future events that encour-

[

Together

4 |

age community involve-
ment and local engagement
in Clarion.

Cottage Food Law
Presentation Offered
at Hancock County
Extension Office

Individuals interested
in starting or expanding
a home-based food busi-
ness are invited to attend a
Cottage Food Law Presen-
tation on Tuesday, March
26, at the Hancock County
Extension Office. This
educational event is hosted
collaboratively by the Han-
cock, Wright, and Win-
nebago County ISU Exten-
sion and Outreach offices.

The event will provide
participants with a clear
understanding of Iowa’s
Cottage Food Law, includ-
ing what foods can be pro-
duced at home, labeling
requirements, food safety

considerations, and steps to
legally sell products under
the law.

To better meet individual
needs, one-on-one business
consultations will be avail-
able from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00
p-m., allowing attendees to
ask specific questions about
their food products or busi-
ness ideas.

Penny Brown Huber,
Food Business Specialist,
Iowa State University Ex-
tension and Outreach will
then provide a whole-group
presentation from 6:00 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m., offering a
comprehensive overview of
Cottage Food Law require-

ments and best practices for
compliance and success.

This event is ideal for
home bakers, food entre-
preneurs, farmers market
vendors, and anyone curi-
ous about selling home-
made food products legally
in Iowa.

For more information, or
to register, contact either
the Hancock, Wright, or
Winnebago County Exten-
sion Offices:

* Hancock County: (641)
923-2856

e Wright County: (515)
532-3453

* Winnebago
(641) 584-2261

County:

lowa PBS presents
the 2026 IGHSAU Girls
Wrestling Championships

From regional battles to
the big stage, lowa girls
are chasing championship
dreams! Don’t miss a mo-
ment - Towa PBS will be
there live as champions are
crowned.

The statewide network’s
commitment to girls high
school sports coverage
continues as wrestlers
from across the state com-
pete in the 2026 IGHSAU
Girls Wrestling Champion-
ships. Coverage will take
place Friday, February 6 at
Xtream Arena in Coralville.
Each dual will be broadcast
on statewide Iowa PBS and

Menu:

livestreamed on iowapbs.
org and YouTube.

On the call will be Kyle
Klingman and University
of Iowa wrestler Reese Lar-
ramendy. Live coverage
will begin on Friday, Feb-
ruary 6 at 6:30 p.m. *Cov-
erage and start time subject
to change.

Stay tuned to Iowa PBS
throughout the rest of the
year for live coverage of
state championships for
girls basketball, softball
and volleyball.

Programming support
for the 2026 IGHSAU Girls
State Wrestling Champion-

ships is provided by Fare-
way, Musco Lighting and
Pella Rolscreen Founda-

tion.
In addition to our state-
wide broadcasts, Iowa

PBS, WORLD and Create
are available to livestream
on iowapbs.org/live, pbs.
org/livestream, and the
PBS app. Iowa PBS KIDS
is available to livestream
on iowapbs.org/live or the
PBS KIDS app. Iowa PBS
programs are also available
on most popular platforms.
See all the ways you can
watch by visiting iowapbs.
org/watch.

Monday, February 9, join the Dows Senior Citizens for a delicious meal at noon.
The cost is $10.00. Everyone is welcome. Carry-outs are available. Feb. 9 Menu:
Goulash, Mixed Vegetables, Salads, Dessert.

Schedule your

appointment now!

« Ways to schedule:

« Make an appointment online
at https://cghealth.com/

- Call (641) 421-9300

« Visit our office to make an
appointment in person!

« All services are completely

confidential.

2570 4th St SW Ste 1
Mason City, IA 50401

E;‘i' E Visit the Cerro Gordo Public Health website to learn more about
testing services [and make your appointment now]:
https://cghealth.com/services/testing/
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